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each other direct l y . In his address to the natio n on the eve of his 
departure for Geneva , the President proposed that both sides "find as 
yet undiscovered avenues where American and Soviet citizens can 
cooperate fruitfully for the benefit of mankind ." 

USIA plays key r ole : Responsibility for implementing the general 
exchanges agreeme n t a n d the President ' s US - Soviet Exchange Ini tia ti ve 
rests with the USIA , under the leadership of Charles z . Wick . A new 
office headed by Dr . Stephen H. Rhinesmith was established in January 
1986 to facilitate the President ' s Exchange Initiative . 

Funding for American projects will come from private sector sources in 
the US . American part ic ipa t ion in the e xchanges also will be made 
possible b y voluntary administ r ative support by private exchange 
organizat i ons . 

Six projects under the e x change initiative , highlighted 
statement issued following Geneva , will be among the 
implemented : 

i n the 
first 

joint 
to be 

Cooperation in develop i ng educational e xchanges and so f tware for 
elementary and secondary school education ; 

- Annual e x cha n ges of professors of history , cultu r e , and economics to 
conduct special courses at the relevant departments of Soviet and 
America n institutions of higher educat i o n; 

- creatio n of a us-soviet schola r ship prog r am for the best students 
from each c o u ntry in the natu r al a nd soc i al sc i ences , humanities , 
and tech nology for an academic year ; 

- Promotion of Ru ssian language studies in the US a nd Engl i sh lan guage 
studies i n the Soviet Union; 
Expansio n of co n tacts in spo r ts , i ncluding regular meets a n d 
increas ed tele v is i on coverage ; 

- Resumptio n o f cooperatio n in the field of c ancer research. 

Goals for cultu r al and educ a tiona l e xchan ges : Both s i des are 
culturally e n r i che d from sharing the i r best tale n t with each other and 
from shari ng kn owledge and resources in solving commo n problems . 
Exchange p r og rams also can help break dow n barriers , lessen distrust , 
reduce the levels of secrecy , a nd lead toward a more open world . The 
US firml y believe s that civilized people eve r ywhere have a stak e i n 
keeping contacts , communication , and e r eat iv i ty as b r oad and free as 
possible . 

Further ref ere n ee : For science and technology exchan ges , see 
Department of St ate GIST " US-USSR Scie nce and Technology Exchanges ." 

Harriet Culle y , Ed i tor ( 202) 647 - 1208 




























































































