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(JUDGE) 11/10/88 - 4 P.M. 

VETERANS DAY CEREMONY 
VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1988 

THANK YOU, JACK WHEELER, AND GOOD 

MORNING. BEFORE I BEGIN, LET ME TAKE 

A MOMENT TO CONGRATULATE THE VIETNAM 

VETERANS MEMORIAL FUND AND THE OTHER 

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS WITHOUT WHOM THE 

CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF THIS MEMORIAL 

WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE. LET ME ALSO 

SAY THAT AMERICA IS GRATEFUL TO THE HUNDREDS 

OF VIETNAM VETERANS WHO, WHEN I ASKED THEM 

TO JOIN MY ADMINISTRATION, DID SO AND HAVE 

SERVED OUR NATION PROUDLY. FOR YOUR 

DEVOTION TO AMERICA, I SALUTE YOU. 

WE ARE GATHERED TODAY, JUST AS WE HAVE 

GATHERED BEFORE, TO REMEMBER THOSE WHO 

SERVED, THOSE WHO FOUGHT, THOSE STlLL 

MISSING, AND THOSE WHO GAVE THEIR LAST FULL 

MEASURE OF DEVOTION FOR OUR COUNTRY. 
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WE ARE GATHERED AT A MONUMENT ON WHICH 

THE NAMES OF OUR FALLEN FRIENDS AND LOVED 

ONES ARE ENGRAVED, AND WITH CROSSES INSTEAD 

OF DIAMONDS BESIDE THEM, THE NAMES OF THOSE l ,"'_.) 

WHOSE FATE WE DO NOT YET KNOW. ONE OF THOSE 

WHO FELL WROTE, SHORTLY BEFORE HIS DEATH, 

THESE WORDS: "TAKE WHAT THEY HAVE LEFT/AND 

WHAT THEY HAVE TAUGHT YOU/WITH THEIR 

DYING/AND KEEP IT WITH YOUR OWN./AND ... TAKE 

ONE MOMENT TO EMBRACE/THOSE GENTLE 

HEROES/YOU LEFT BEHIND." 

TODAY, VETERANS DAY, AS WE DO EVERY 

YEAR, WE TAKE THAT MOMENT TO EMBRACE THE 

GENTLE HEROES OF VIETNAM AND OF ALL OUR 

WARS. WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO WERE CALLED 

UPON TO GIVE ALL A PERSON CAN GIVE. 

AND WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO WERE PREPARED TO 

MAKE THAT SACRIFICE, IF IT WERE DEMANDED 

OF TH EM IN THE LINE OF DUTY, THOUGH IT NEVER 

WAS. 
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MOST OF ALL WE REMEMBER THE DEVOTION AND 

GALLANTRY WITH WHICH ALL OF THEM ENNOBLED ~ 

THEIR NATION AS THEY BECAME CHAMPIONS OF 

A NOBLE CAUSE. 

I AM NOT SPEAKING PROVOCATIVELY HERE. 

UNLIKE THE OTHER WARS OF THIS CENTURY, 

OF COURSE, THERE WERE DEEP DIVISIONS ABOUT 

THE WISDOM AND RIGHTNESS OF THE VIETNAM WAR. 

BOTH SIDES SPOKE WITH HONESTY AND FERVOR, 

AND WHAT MORE CAN WE ASK IN OUR DEMOCRACY? 

AND YET, AFTER MORE THAN A DECADE OF 

DESPERATE BOAT PEOPLE, AFTER THE KILLING 

FIELDS OF CAMBODIA, AFTER ALL THAT HAS 

HAPPENED IN THAT UNHAPPY PART OF THE WORLD, 

WHO CAN DOUBT THAT THE CAUSE FOR WHICH OUR 

MEN FOUGHT WAS JUST? IT WAS, AFTER ALL, 

HOWEVER IMPERFECTLY PURSUED, THE CAUSE OF 

FREEDOM, AND THEY SHOWED UNCOMMON ~OURAGE 

IN ITS SERVICE. 
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PERHAPS AT THIS LATE DATE WE CAN ALL AGREE 

THAT WE HAVE LEARNED ONE LESSON --

THAT YOUNG AMERICANS MUST NEVER AGAIN BE 

SENT TO FIGHT AND DIE UNLESS WE ARE PREPARED 

TO LET THEM WIN. 

BUT BEYOND THAT, WE REMEMBER TODAY THAT 

ALL OUR GENTLE HEROES OF VIETNAM HAVE GIVEN 

US A LESSON IN SOMETHING MORE -- A LESSON 

IN LIVING LOVE. YES, FOR ALL OF THEM, 

THOSE WHO CAME BACK AND THOSE WHO DID NOT, 

THEIR LOVE FOR THEIR FAMILIES LIVES. 

THEIR LOVE OF THEIR BUDDIES ON THE 

BATTLEFIELDS AND FRIENDS BACK HOME LIVES. 

THEIR LOVE OF THEIR COUNTRY LIVES. 

THIS MEMORIAL HAS BECOME A MONUMENT TO 

THAT LIVING LOVE . THE THOUSANDS WHO COME 

TO SEE THE NAMES TESTIFY TO A LOVE THAT 

ENDURES. 

I ._ • . 



- 5 -

THE MESSAGES AND MEMENTOS THEY LEAVE SPEAK 

WITH A WHISPERING VOICE THAT PASSES GENTLY 

THROUGH THE SURROUNDING TREES AND OUT ACROSS 

THE BREAST OF OUR PEACEFUL NATION. 

A CHILDHOOD TEDDY BEAR: A PHOTOGRAPH OF THE 

SON OR DAUGHTER -- BORN TOO LATE TO KNOW HIS 

OR HER FATHER: A BATTLE RIBBON: A NOTE: 

THERE ARE SO MANY OF THESE AND ALL ARE 

TESTIMONY TO OUR LIVING LOVE FOR THEM. 

AND OUR NATION, ITSELF, IS TESTIMONY 

TO THE LOVE OUR VETERANS HAVE HAD FOR IT AND 

FOR US. OUR LIBERTIES, OUR VALUES, ALL FOR 

WHICH AMERICA STANDS IS SAFE TODAY BECAUSE 

BRAVE MEN AND WOMEN HAVE BEEN READY TO FACE 

THE FIRE AT FREEDOM'S FRONT. AND WE THANK 

GOD FOR THEM. 
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YES, GENTLE HEROES AND LIVING LOVE AND 

OUR MEMORIES OF A TIME WHEN WE FACED GREAT 

DIVISIONS HERE AT HOME: AND YET IF THIS 

PLACE RECALLS ALL THIS -- BOTH SWEET AND 

SAD -- IT ALSO REMINDS US OF A GREAT AND 

PROFOUND TRUTH ABOUT OUR NATION, THAT FROM 

ALL OUR DIVISIONS WE HAVE ALWAYS EVENTUALLY 

EMERGED STRENGTHENED. PERHAPS WE ARE 

FINDING THAT NEW STRENGTH TODAY, AND, IF SO, 

MUCH OF IT COMES FROM THE FORGIVENESS AND 

HEALING LOVE THAT OUR VIETNAM VETERANS HAVE 

SHOWN. 

FOR TOO LONG A TIME, THEY STOOD IN 

A CHILL WIND, AS IF ON A WINTER NIGHT's 

WATCH. AND IN THAT NIGHT, THEIR DEEDS SPOKE 

TO US, BUT WE KNEW THEM NOT. THEIR VOICES 

CALLED TO US, BUT WE HEARD THEM NOT. 

YET IN THIS LAHD THAT GOD HAS BLESSED, 

THE DAWN ALWAYS AT LAST FOLLOWS THE DARK, 

AND NOW MORNING HAS COME. 
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THE NIGHT IS OVER. WE SEE THESE MEN AND 

KNOW THEM ONCE AGAIN -- AND KNOW HOW MUCH WE 

OWE THEM, HOW MUCH THEY HAVE GIVEN US, 

HOW MUCH WE CAN NEVER FULLY REPAY. AND NOT 

JUST AS INDIVIDUALS BUT AS A NATION, WE SAY 

WE LOVE YOU. 

THESE DAYS, WE SHOW OUR LOVE IN MANY 

WAYS -- SOME OF IT THROUGH THE GOVERNMENT. 

WE NOW FLY THE P.O.W.-M.I.A. FLAG AT THIS 

MEMORIAL ON MEMORIAL DAY, VETERANS DAY, AND 

POW-MIA RECOGNITION DAY. THIS IS A SMALL 

GESTURE, BUT A SIGNIFICANT ONE. AMERICA 

ALSO KEEPS A VIGIL FOR THOSE WHO HAVE NOT 

YET RETURNED. WE HAVE NEGOTIATED WITH THE 

VIETNAMESE TO BRING OUR NATION's SONS HOME 

AND FOR THE FIRST TIME TO HAVE JOINT TEAMS 

INVESTIGATING REMOTE AREAS OF VIETNAM THAT­

MIGHT SHED LIGHT ON THE FATE OF THOSE WE 

LIST AS MISSING. 



~ \ .. :: 1'. '": i,, { ' · .;, ~ .. ·,-._ ' 
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IN LAOS WE HAVE ALSO BEGUN A NEW ROUND OF 

SURVEYS AND EXCAVATIONS OF CRASH SITES. ~ .. ) 
~ 

AND WE HAVE TOLD HANOI THAT IT MUST PROVE 

TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, THROUGH ITS 

COOPERATION, WHETHER MEN ARE STILL BEING 

HELD AGAINST THEIR WILL IN INDOCHINA. 

OTHERWISE WE WILL ASSUME SOME ARE, AND WE 

WILL DO EVERYTHING WE CAN TO FIND THEM. 

HERE, AT HOME, A NEW DEPARTMENT OF 

VETERANS AFFAIRS AND EXTENDED VETERANS 

BENEFITS ARE MERELY OUTWARD AND VISIBLE 

SIGNS OF AN INWARD AND INVISIBLE GRACE THAT 

HAS COME TO OUR LAND. VIETNAM SERVICE IS 

ONCE MORE UNIVERSALLY RECOGNIZED AS A BADGE 

OF PRIDE. 

FOUR YEARS AGO, I NOTED THAT THIS 

HEALING HAD BEGUN AND THAT I HOPED THAT 

BEFORE MY DAYS AS COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF WERE 

OVER IT WOULD BE COMPLETED. 
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WELL, NOW AS I APPROACH THE END OF MY 

SERVICE AND I SEE VIETNAM VETERANS TAKE 

THEIR RIGHTFUL PLACE AMONG AMERICA'S HEROES, 

IT APPEARS TO ME THAT WE HAVE HEALED, 

AND WHAT CAN I SAY TO OUR VIETNAM VETERANS 

BUT, "WELCOME HOME." 

NOW BEFORE I GO, AS HAVE SO MANY 

OTHERS, NANCY AND I WANTED TO LEAVE A NOTE 

AT THE WALL, AND IF I MAY READ IT TO YOU 

BEFORE DOING SO. 

I I I 
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H~AUL!N~= New Jcr~cy 
~CCKlng V!Ctn:m·~ 

Ll'ft l.:ftfl.l :..:,.: ;. ...: ·- · : , 

lJl\llV • :...· ·-· :...· : .. 

LA~! yc;::ir 1 .Juc1 tn bri:ln::1m at ~ai~on cnr.:c ;:i.g;:11n p!.!t on tnc br:J.cc.J.ct thJt nonar~ 
ncr ycungcr crctncr, A1r ~orcc c:pt. ucnn1~ br:n:m, wno a1~Jppc1rca wn11c on J 
ncmn1ng m1!:~1on 1n Nortt1 v1ctnJm lU ycJr~ Jgo .. 1 t1c Or;:lcclct nc~r~ t11~ n::imc ~nd 
r:nK ;:inc tnc diJ.tc ot n1~ a1~1ppc:rJncc 1 M:rcn 1~ 1 1Y6~. 

!n 1Y66, t1y1ng Jn ~-4U phJntom Jct, c:pt11n br:ni:lm complctca j~ comc1ng 
m1~~1c:rr1~ 1ntc ~~ortn v1ctni.1m, on enc tr1p t1c.stro~;t1ng tr:c ma~-t t1CJ':'ll.}t ~}uJr~cd 
~urt:cc-t□-:1r m1~~11c 1n~t;:111:t1on~. At tnc cna ct tn:t yc:r, nc w:~ :w:rccc 
the ~11.vcr ~t~r, D1~t1ngu1!:-t1co ~l}'lt1g ere~-~ :Jnd tour .~1r rorcc m~OJl.:- .. 

HI~ tct1r wcu.J.a n:vc been ever tnen, cut nc vc1untccrca to gc n:cK to 
v1ctn:m :~ tnc only c1pt:1n ~c.J.cctca to triJ.1n 1n tnc ~-,11A t1gntcr-bcmccr. 

inc ,s-montn trJ1n1ng prcgr~m ccgJn 1n tnc tJll ct 1Y6! Jt Nc.J.11~ A1r ~crcc ~J:c 
1n NcvJaJ. ~ut Jttcr cn!y c1gnt mcntn~, CJptJ1n brJMJm'~ ~quJarcn WJ~ oracrcc to 
v1ctnJm. inc c:pta1n Jnd n1~ p!Jnc tncn c1~:ppcJrca 1n 1Y6~. 

inc Alr ~crcc, in 1Y!4, CCC!JrCC CJptJln brJhJffl KlllCC 1n Jct1cn. M~. brJhJm 
Jcccptca tnc ruling JnC tocK ctt tnc Dr~cc!ct ~nc nJa worn tor ~ix yc:r~. ~ut 
recently, ccr.:Ju:c ct • ·~1gnt1ng~·' ct Amcr1cJn pr1~oncr: ct wJr 1n v1ctnJrn 1 

ncr cc11ct tnJt ncr crctncr m1gnt net cc ccJC n~~ Deen rcv1vca 1 Jna tcaJy :nc 1~ 
Jn Jct1vc mcmccr ct tnc New Jcr~cy cnJptcr ct tnc ~crgct-Mc-Nct A~:cc1~t1on tor 
P .. t.' .. t:.1.-M .. l .. ft. -'~ 1 J n;Jt1on;.1.1. ncnprot1t group ~.!n-1 □ !::~ mcmo~r~ 1ni:1uac t-;J.m1..t1!.:!~ ot 
un1tca ~tJtc~ ~crv1cc men Jna women Known er ~u~pcctca ct nJv1ng cccn cJpturcd 
fH:!·r-1-ng • ;:1·ct1cn 1n 'iot1tnc~!:-t A~1;:i .. 

·•! 1 
.. 0 .. w .. -!"! .. l.t: ... movement,·· ~na noi4 ~n~ tclt ;JtJct;t recent ~ttcrt~ 

~na v1ctn~mc~c to nc1a JC1nt 1nvc~t1g~t1cn~ tor the m1~~1ng. 

u. wnJt Jrc tnc mcmcr1c~ ct ycur crotncr ~nc tnc \11 Mt-...._.., ... .... .. ...... t- n-, +- ...,-t ,.1n 
:..:::,,:._ : ::...:. ': ~ 

A. 1 rcmcmccr tram ncw~pJpcr c11pp1ng~ wnJt nc ~Jld Jttcr rctc1v1ng the 
mca~!= '· 1 cc11cvcc 1n tnc wJr more 1n tnc m1ac1c ct DJtt.J.c tn:n wncn 1 t1r~t 
t:.J~nt over to v~r>tn:im .. !:-H1cn you ~c~ men ny1ng t1c~1c~ rou, ~!CU dcc1t1c qu1ci~.1~, 
wnctncr yet: Jrc tor er JgJ1n~t the wJr. ! nJa never tncugnt mucn JDcut wnJt tnc 
~ourtn ct July ~tccc tar. w1tn no rc~pon~1c111ty ~ttJcnca to It, 1 n:c not 
dccp..L~t thought ~neut m~r trccdcm .. Not:.: 1 unt1cr~tJnd WhJ.t trcct1am 1~. • • 
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!he la~t time we ~pcKe w~: JU:t cctcrc nc lctt tar 1n:11Jna. 
target n1: rcmJrK~ JDout n1~ eJrly, uncxpectca dep:rture. • ·1·11 
W{?· l.::t~t !:-lx !.~ccr.~,' • h~ ~;:110 .. '•r.-tc· re not rcildy .. ·' 

,,,, """""~ .:. ~..:... ::._., ·- : 

1rcn1cJlly, !t w:: exactly :1x wccK: later, en MJrcn i~, 1Y6H, tMJt tnrcc Air 
~8-rce · att.1ccr~ cJmc to our name cJrry1ng hl~ neJ..ong1ng~, to tell u~ tn~t DC!nn1~ 
WJ~ m1~~1ng 1n J~t1cn. 

rcmcmncr 1 U Ii 
: .... ..: ' 

t1vc ycJr~ to tne CJy ct Denni:·: a1~Jppc:rJncc. inc t!~g~ were Jt na1t-~tJtt 
nr>~~i!r:!" n+- itre~1~~nt .Jorn1~on·~ ~c;:itt1 .. ~.g;i1t1 1 tnougnt., hO!.~: 1rcn1t:; !::om~ at the 
men nc n~c :ent to war were coming name - tne t!Jg: :nou1a MJvc necn tip. 

A. uenn1:·: t11gnt wJ~ cn!y tnc tn1ra m1::1on tor tne p12nc~, 
trcm !1Kn11 ~ayJl !MJ1 Air ~orcc ~a~c to came ucng Hc1, ncrtn ct 
ana n1~ pilot lctt 2t 4:1~ A.M. :na a10 net return. 

! WJ~ tole tn~t it tncy n~n c~~n nit, tnc 
CJcctca Jna tncy cou1a nJve rJa1oca tnc D::c 
;:i~~umco tn~r Mere t .1r1ng 101 .. , 1 thJt ttic r;J.O~r 
mount~1n .. 

cJp~ulc tncy were 1n 
:na p:r:cnutec acwn. 
t~llCd ~r:c tn~t tr:cy 

i"'Mr,tf ,-..+,+­
-...~U: \ .: : : 

!,;.JQtll{1 hJVC 
L.:"" , .,.. ,_ • .., (9 -·~ .:. ._ ~.-:..:...: 

My c1ac~t Drctncr, w1111Jm, tnen J mJJcr 1n tnc A1r ~crcc, went tc 1coK tcr 
vcn:11~, Dt~t due 1n p;:irt ta tr.~ tr1p1~ cJnopy ct tree!:- 1n tt1e ;:ire~, rle!'lcr tcund ;:i 
tr~cc at tnc plJnc . 

., 11 r 1'" "'"' 
J'-:..: ,_ "" 

.~ .. L;J~t ;.tc;:1r, mr motncr ~r:o 1 wtt~ndcd ~ Lc~guc ot ~;lm111~~ meet1ng 1n 
w:~n1ngtcn. we went tc tnc WJl! :na 1 ~t:rtca tc cry :t Jll tnc name~ tncrc, ~c 
mJny n:mc:, w1tn a1:mcna~ tor tnc~c Known ae:a :na crc~:e: tor tnc~c net 
;J.ct.:ountcr.:! tar .. 1 tried to mJ!~.c J runo1ng ot Hcnn1~·~ n~mc, out couldn't; ~amconc 
nan to ac 1t tor me. 1-!-ut l'm g11a 1 ii.1cnt; :t !CJ~t me n:t1cn t1:a ;::c1~.nc!,,1.l.eagcd 
t~ ·l ·~· cx1:tcncc tncrc .. lt !.:JJ.s lJtcr, dur1ng the ~11cnt mJ.rch on tt1~ wn1t~ HCt!~c, 
tn:t 1 cegJn to 1acnt1ty w1tn ctner~ :na rc:11zcc tn:t Denn1~ m1gnt cc ~1.1vc J~ 
J pr1:cncr, tnJt tor mJny, m1~~1ng 1n :ct1on mcJnt tnc~c lctt Dch1na wnen tnc 

1 ~Jt~J +-~m 1 ,, r,r: c;:1rr)tlng pl~c:J.r~~ tt1!lt ~~lQ 1 ' • t~incrc ~re t~~y no~-r~' • 1 .1.c~rncct 
tn:t no enc w1tn Denni:·~ n1gn1y ~pcc1J111cc Kncw1eagc - nc wJ: Jn c1cctrcn1c~ 
WJrtJrc ott1ccr - hJd come DJCK. LJtcr, trom ~orgct-Me-Nct mcmccr:, ! ncJra ct 
tt1c m~H1}! 11 ve ~ 1 g~,t 1 ng~ n;, rctt:gc~.s ot 11 

.. !J .. !~. '~ - the 1::1 tr~ t t:.!~!:- lJ~ t ~tcw r. 
!Mere Jrc ever ,uu unci~putca cycw1tnc~~ report~ ot Amcr1cJn~ bc1ng nc1a 
t~pt1 Ye.. l ~~w quote~ t rom bcncr~l ~ 1gt1c, tormcr 01 rector 8t tnc !Jctcn.sc 
1ntc111gencc Agency, □na ether~ ~upport1ng tn1~ 1ntcrmJt1on. 1 Jc1ncc 
~crgct-Mc-~~ot; there ::ire e,uuu mcmtcr~ ;:icro~~ tnc rottntr';1 too;:1~-'-

~ ~ Haw cc you tee! JCcut tnc cn-JgJ1n, ott-~gJ1n 1nvc:t1gJt1cn~ Dy tnc un1tca 
~r~r~~ ~"" v,~rn~m tcr tne m1~:1ngf t!n July, v,~rn~m Jgrcca tc JClnt ~carcM 
Jna cxc:vJt1on cttcrt~ tor tnc~c m1:~1ng. !hc:c 1nvc~t1g~t1cn~ were :u:pcnaca 
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.fl.. 1 get J. ~p;:1r!~. ot nope 1r11t1~11r, Ot:t trtcn rcw11ty ~~t~ 1n. it·!:• Jtt.st tJl!~. 
JDcut nJv1ng rcmJ1n: at Amcr1cJn: :cnt name; nctn1ng JDcut tnc 11v1ng. LJ:t 
ycJr, tnc mJJ □ r1ty ct rcm21n: :cnt CJcK were un1acnt1t1Jclc er tcunc tc De tnc~c 
ct A.:1;:m::;. 

!nc LcJguc at ~2m111c: ::;:y::; tncy n2vc nc cv1ccncc ct :ny 11vc Amcr1cJn:, 
tncy nJvc 1ntc111gcncc ctt1ccr: wcrK1ng to tine ::;cmc. 

inc un1tca ~tJtc: never ctt1c1211y acc!Jrca WJr en v1ctn2m, ::;a tnc:c 
m1:~1ng men Jrc net prctcctca cy tnc bcncvJ ccnvcnt1cn. 1n 1~1J tnc un1tcc 
~tJtc: tJ1!ca to ncgct1Jtc tar nuncrca: ct Amcr1cJn ::;c1a1cr: Known or prc::;umca 
ta n2vc Deen pr1::;cncr::;. 

~r;:in~c µw.1~ to get tnc1r tt .. o .. w .. ·~ t:ici~. tram 1nooct11n~; -...! .. r .. v ... 

~;:iy ct P1g~ 1nviJ.Ocr~ 1n tuo;::i .. ~!Jt Jlt~1augt1 t:..1c p.Lcctgcd over *.!· 
rcccn:truct1cn Jld to v1ctnJm, we n2vc given nctn1ng. 

c2rg;:iince1 tcr 
ti, I I 1'°'t, ,._MJ'I 
:.:.:...:....:..:.~;: : •..; : 

A. inc New Jcr:cy ~crgct-Mc-Nct cn:ptcr ct JUU to 4UU mcmocr: 1~ the mc:t 
~ct1vc 1n tnc country, pcrnJp: nccJu~c tnc n2t1cnJl tounccr~, pJrcnt~ ct sgt. 
~•ct.er trc~~m::in, un1teo ~twtc~ A1r ~arcc, ::1re? tram u;:u~ . ..tJnd. ~•ctcr, t1nc ot tnc 6!.­
mcn m1:~1ng tram New Jcr::;ey, cc1nca tnc org:n1rJt1cn•::; n:mc ycJr~ Detore, when· 
nc wcrKca w1tn Jn crpn~n~gc 1n DJ NJng. 

1 go out ~pc1!~.1ng, ta t-1.at;J.r1c~ 1 vct~rJn~ 1 gr □up.s, J.nd tc.st1ty wt tn~ \4::211 .. 
~crgct-Mc-Nct w111 ~can open J w:~n1ngton ctt1cc. uur purpc:c 1: to cdllCJtc tnc 
puc11c :nc Keep ccngrc:~ 1ntcrmca ct tne :1tuJt1on, ct tnc L,jue Amer1cJn: :t111 
m1~!:-1ng .. 

fl._ ro nu1ld w grouno.s!,4,!Cll ot grJ~~-root.s ~-upport to torcc r..:ongrc!:;!:. to r1;:1vc 
rc21 tJ!K: :neut 1oc:t1ng Amcr1c:n: :t111 m1::1ng er 1n pr1:cn 1n v1etnJm. we 
Jrc Jl:c trying tc get J 0111 p2:~cc in congrc:: ta acc!J~:1ty 1ntorm2t1on 
Draugnt OJr!~. O~! tne! t• .. o .. ,.4. ·~ 1n 1'::'/i, to • •open t~ie neat~.~•· ~-c !.~,c, the t~m111c~ 
ot ttic m1.s~1ng, c:J.n ~~c the 1ntcrm~t1on tor our~c.1.vc!:-.. 

1 nape 1 w111 tine cut wnJt nJppcncc ta uenn1~ Jnd 1t nc 1~ net :11vc 1 ta 
nr1ng n1: rcmJ1n: DJCK tor nur1Jl in Ar11ngtcn NJt1onJl cemetery. 

1 ~~ 1cnc1ng my nJmC ta ~crgct-Mc-Nct necJu:e 1 DC!lCVC ln 1t: CJU~C - at 
Kccp1ng puo11c JWJrcnc~: n1gn tn:t we n:vc men ever tncrc 1n v1ctn:m tn:t we 
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(JUDGE) 11/10/88 - 4 P.M. 

VETERANS DAY CEREMONY 
VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1988 

THANK YOU, JACK WHEELER, AND GOOD 

MORNING. BEFORE I BEGIN, LET ME TAKE 

A MOMENT TO CONGRATULATE THE VIETNAM 

VETERANS MEMORIAL FUND AND THE OTHER 

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS WITHOUT WHOM THE 

CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF THIS MEMORIAL 

WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE. LET ME ALSO 

SAY THAT AMERICA IS GRATEFUL TO THE HUNDREDS 

OF VIETNAM VETERANS WHO, WHEN I ASKED THEM 

TO JOIN MY ADMINISTRATION, DID SO AND HAVE 

SERVED OUR NATION PROUDLY. FOR YOUR 

DEVOTION TO AMERICA, I SALUTE YOU. 

WE ARE GATHERED TODAY, JUST AS WE HAVE 

GATHERED BEFORE, TO REMEMBER THOSE WHO 

SERVED, THOSE WHO FOUGHT, THOSE STlLL 

MISSING, AND THOSE WHO GAVE THEIR LAST FULL 

MEASURE OF DEVOTION FOR OUR COUNTRY. 
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WE ARE GATHERED AT A MONUMENT ON WHICH 

THE NAMES OF OUR FALLEN FRIENDS AND LOVED 

ONES ARE ENGRAVED, AND WITH CROSSES INSTEAD 

OF DIAMONDS BESIDE THEM, THE NAMES OF THOSE 

WHOSE FATE WE DO NOT YET KNOW. ONE OF THOSE 

WHO FELL WROTE, SHORTLY BEFORE HIS DEATH, 

THESE WORDS: "TAKE WHAT THEY HAVE LEFT/AND 

WHAT THEY HAVE TAUGHT YOU/WITH THEIR 

DYING/AND KEEP IT WITH YOUR OWN./AND ... TAKE 

ONE MOMENT TO EMBRACE/THOSE GENTLE 

HEROES/YOU LEFT BEHIND." 

TODAY, VETERANS DAY, AS WE DO EVERY 

YEAR, WE TAKE THAT MOMENT TO EMBRACE THE 

GENTLE HEROES OF VIETNAM AND OF ALL OUR 

WARS. WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO WERE CALLED 

UPON TO GIVE ALL A PERSON CAN GIVE. 

AND WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO WERE PREPARED TO 

MAKE THAT SACRIFICE, IF IT WERE DEMANDED 

OF THEM IN THE LINE OF DUTY, THOUGH IT NEVER 

WAS. 



- •. 
• ,• . "'f ' .,•- • • • l . . . ~ . 

- 3 -

MOST OF ALL WE REMEMBER THE DEVOTION AND 

GALLANTRY WITH WHICH ALL OF THEM ENNOBLED ~ 

THEIR NATION AS THEY BECAME CHAMPIONS OF 

A NOBLE CAUSE. 

I AM NOT SPEAKING PROVOCATIVELY HERE. 

UNLIKE THE OTHER WARS OF THIS CENTURY, 

OF COURSE, THERE WERE DEEP DIVISIONS ABOUT 

THE WISDOM AND RIGHTNESS OF THE VIETNAM WAR. 

BOTH SIDES SPOKE WITH HONESTY AND FERVOR, 

AND WHAT MORE CAN WE ASK IN OUR DEMOCRACY? 

AND YET, AFTER MORE THAN A DECADE OF 

DESPERATE BOAT PEOPLE, AFTER THE KILLING 

FIELDS OF CAMBODIA, AFTER ALL THAT HAS 

HAPPENED IN THAT UNHAPPY PART OF THE WORLD, 

WHO CAN DOUBT THAT THE CAUSE FOR WHICH OUR 

MEN FOUGHT WAS JUST? IT WAS, AFTER ALL, 

HOWEVER IMPERFECTLY PURSUED, THE CAUSE OF 

FREEDOM, AND THEY SHOWED UNCOMMON tOURAGE 

IN ITS SERVICE . 
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PERHAPS AT THIS LATE DATE WE CAN ALL AGREE 

THAT WE HAVE LEARNED ONE LESSON --

THAT YOUNG AMERICANS MUST NEVER AGAIN BE 

SENT TO FIGHT AND DIE UNLESS WE ARE PREPARED 

TO LET THEM WIN. 

BUT BEYOND THAT, WE REMEMBER TODAY THAT 

ALL OUR GENTLE HEROES OF VIETNAM HAVE GIVEN 

US A LESSON IN SOMETHING MORE -- A LESSON 

IN LIVING LOVE. YES, FOR ALL OF THEM, 

THOSE WHO CAME BACK AND THOSE WHO DID NOT, 

THEIR LOVE FOR THEIR FAMILIES LIVES. 

THEIR LOVE OF THEIR BUDDIES ON THE 

BATTLEFIELDS AND FRIENDS BACK HOME LIVES. 

THEIR LOVE OF THEIR COUNTRY LIVES. 

THIS MEMORIAL HAS BECOME A MONUMENT TO 

THAT LIVING LOVE. THE THOUSANDS WHO COME 

TO SEE THE NAMES TESTIFY TO A LOVE THAT 

ENDURES. 
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THE MESSAGES AND MOMENTOS THEY LEAVE SPEAK 

WITH A WHISPERING VOICE THAT PASSES GENTLY 

THROUGH THE SURROUNDING TREES AND OUT ACROSS 

THE BREAST OF OUR PEACEFUL NATION. 

A CHILDHOOD TEDDY BEAR; A PHOTOGRAPH OF THE 

SON OR DAUGHTER -- BORN TOO LATE TO KNOW HIS 

OR HER FATHER; A BATTLE RIBBON; A NOTE: 

THERE ARE SO MANY OF THESE AND ALL ARE 

TESTIMONY TO OUR LIVING LOVE FOR THEM. 

AND OUR NATION, ITSELF, IS TESTIMONY 

TO THE LOVE OUR VETERANS HAVE HAD FOR IT AND 

FOR US. OUR LIBERTIES, OUR VALUES, ALL FOR 

WHICH AMERICA STANDS IS SAFE TODAY BECAUSE 

BRAVE MEN AND WOMEN HAVE BEEN READY TO FACE 

THE FIRE AT FREEDOM'S FRONT. AND WE THANK 

GOD FOR THEM . 
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YES, GENTLE HEROES AND LIVING LOVE AND 

OUR MEMORIES OF A TIME WHEN WE FACED GREAT 

DIVISIONS HERE AT HOME: AND YET IF THIS 

PLACE RECALLS ALL THIS -- BOTH SWEET AND 

SAD -- IT ALSO REMINDS US OF A GREAT AND 

PROFOUND TRUTH ABOUT OUR NATION, THAT FROM 

ALL OUR DIVISIONS WE HAVE ALWAYS EVENTUALLY 

EMERGED STRENGTHENED. PERHAPS WE ARE 

FINDING THAT NEW STRENGTH TODAY, AND, IF SO, 

MUCH OF IT COMES FROM THE FORGIVENESS AND 

HEALING LOVE THAT OUR VIETNAM VETERANS HAVE 

SHOWN. 

FOR TOO LONG A TIME, THEY STOOD IN 

A CHILL WIND, AS IF ON A WINTER NIGHT's 

WATCH. AND IN THAT NIGHT, THEIR DEEDS SPOKE 

TO US, BUT WE KNEW THEM NOT. THEIR VOICES 

CALLED TO US, BUT WE HEARD THEM NOT. 

YET IN THIS LAND THAT GOD HAS BLESSED, 

THE DAWN ALWAYS AT LAST FOLLOWS THE DARK, 

AND NOW MORNING HAS COME. 

:>" 
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THE NIGHT IS OVER. WE SEE THESE MEN AND 

KNOW THEM ONCE AGAIN -- AND KNOW HOW MUCH WE 

OWE THEM, HOW MUCH THEY HAVE GIVEN US, 

HOW MUCH WE CAN NEVER FULLY REPAY. AND NOT 

JUST AS INDIVIDUALS BUT AS A NATION, WE SAY 

WE LOVE YOU. 

THESE DAYS, WE SHOW OUR LOVE IN MANY 

WAYS -- SOME OF IT BY THE GOVERNMENT. 

WE NOW FLY THE POW-MIA FLAG AT THIS MEMORIAL 

ON MEMORIAL DAY, VETERANS DAY, AND POW-MIA 

RECOGNITION DAY. THIS IS A SMALL GESTURE, 

BUT A SIGNIFICANT ONE. AMERICA ALSO KEEPS 

A VIGIL FOR THOSE WHO HAVE NOT YET RETURNED. 

WE HAVE NEGOTIATED WITH THE VIETNAMESE TO 

BRING OUR NATION'S SONS HOME AND FOR THE 

FIRST TIME TO HAVE JOINT TEAMS INVESTIGATING 

REMOTE AREAS OF VIETNAM THAT MIGHT SHED 

LIGHT ON THE FATE OF THOSE WE LIST AS 

MISSING . 
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IN LAOS WE HAVE ALSO BEGUN A NEW ROUND OF 

SURVEYS AND EXCAVATIONS OF CRASH SITES. 

AND WE HAVE TOLD HANOI THAT IT MUST PROVE 

TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, THROUGH ITS 

COOPERATION, WHETHER MEN ARE STILL BEING 

HELD AGAINST THEIR WILL IN INDOCHINA. 

OTHERWISE WE WILL ASSUME SOME ARE, AND WE 

WILL DO EVERYTHING WE CAN TO FIND THEM. 

HERE, AT HOME, A NEW DEPARTMENT OF 

VETERANS AFFAIRS AND EXTENDED VETERANS 

BENEFITS ARE MERELY OUTWARD AND VISIBLE 

SIGNS OF AN INWARD AND INVISIBLE GRACE THAT 

HAS COME TO OUR LAND. VIETNAM SERVICE IS 

ONCE MORE UNIVERSALLY RECOGNIZED AS A BADGE 

OF PRIDE. 

FOUR YEARS AGO, I NOTED THAT THIS 

HEALING HAD BEGUN AND THAT I HOPED THAT 

BEFORE MY DAYS AS COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF WERE 

OVER IT WOULD BE COMPLETED. 
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WELL, NOW AS I APPROACH THE END OF MY 

SERVICE AND I SEE VIETNAM VETERANS TAKE 

THEIR RIGHTFUL PLACE AMONG AMERICA's HEROES, 

IT APPEARS TO ME THAT WE HAVE HEALED, 

AND WHAT CAN I SAY TO OUR VIETNAM VETERANS 

BUT, "WELCOME HOME. " 

NOW BEFORE I 60, AS HAVE SO MANY 

OTHERS, NANCY AND I WANTED TO LEAVE A NOTE 

AT THE WALL, AND IF I MAY READ IT TO YOU 

BEFORE DOING IT. 

I I I 

• 
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FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASt-9'«3TON, D.C. 20506 

for Veterans Day 

November 7, 1988 

In addition to the themes now being incorporated, the following 
policy messages need to be incorporated in to the two Friday 

'--
events. 

It is particularly important for the President to emphasize in 
both events the positive side of collective veterans contributions 
to the nation. That being said, Vietnam veterans need to be 
included as the newest "responsible" member. President Reagan is 
known as the President who welcomed them home and began the 
healing process. It is timely as he goes out of office to 
indicate that they have been welcomed home and healing has taken 
place. Vietnam veterans have become productive members of 
society. --

At Arlington, an event for all wars and all veterans, it is 
appropriate to thank the veterans from Korea and WWII for their 
acceptance of the Vietnam veterans into their ranks and try to 
portray all as one -- the veterans community. 

At the Vietnam Memorial, the President needs to note t ( lying 
of the National League of Families POW/MIA Flag which he directed 
to fly there by Presidential Proclamation on Memorial Day, 
eterans Day and POW/MIA Recognition Day. In addition, he should 

cQ_ ote tha ose missing in action have a cross by their names on 
the wall 

1
hen they are returned, it is chiseled into a diamond 

like the mainder of the symbols. 

He should favorably note the accelerated progress now underway 
based upon agreements reached between General Jack Vessey, his 
pe nal emissary to Hanoi, and Vice Premier Thach: 

Y- Resumption of remains repatriations. 
First ever investigations of incident locations with 
joint Vietnamese-American teams. 

Joint crash site surveys conducted. 
Further excavation activity this year. 
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ighest concern remains question of Americans alive in Indochina, 
no proof yet, but Hanoi should prove the negative; they have the 
answers. 

At Arlington, note goal of fullest possible accounting of those 
missing in Korea and Vietnam and request continued support for 
the government-to-government process. Thank them for their past 
support in this regard and their support of the families of those 
still missing. 

At the Vietnam Memorial, he should avoid the "Rambo" tents at all 
costs. They spread antigovernment literature and have been under 
investigation from time to time for questionable fund-raising 
activities. 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: ------
11/09/88 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE IV: 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VETERANS DAY CEREMONY 

(11/09 6:30 p.m. draft) 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ v KRANOWITZ 

DUBERSTEIN □ ✓ MASENG 

POWELL vi' □ RANGE 

WRIGHT-OMB □ □ RISQUE 

OGLESBY □ ✓ RYAN ~ 

CRIPPEN a' □ SPRINKEL 

CULVAHOUSE ✓ □ TUCK 

DAWSON □ ✓ TUTTLE 

DONATEW r/ □ DOLAN 

FITZWATER □ ~ COURTEMANCHE 

HOBBS □ □ 

HOOLEY D ✓ 
REMARKS: 

ACTION FYI 

P' □ 

" 
□ 

~ □ 

..:.:: ~ □ 
□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ ~ 
□ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Tony Dolan 
by NOON on Thursday, 11/10, with an info copy to my office. 

RESPONSE: 

Thanks. 

Rhatt Daw,on 
Ext. 2702 



PRESIDENTIAL REMARXS: 

(Judge/ARD) 
Nova.ber 9, 1988 
6:30 p.a. 

" ~: 49 VETERANS DAY CERplOW'J --~ \" ,; o 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER:~11. ~, ... 1988 

We are gathered today, just as we have gathered before, to 

remember those who served, those who fought, and those who gave 

their last full measure of devotion for our country. 
IHI$ 1$ A 5P~AL P\J!l,Ce-· I),. N'\-."'0~\AI.. 
We are gatbezccl at! a ■•11,..aAS on which the names of our 

~ -n.4E v1ETI"JAM w~~ 
fallen friends and loved onesA.are engraved, and with crosses 

l,.JHOE:e, N.e..('r'£ I~ fc:12..£VE2. E Na-2A"e;() ON -n--\ IS ~U. 
instead of diamonds beside them, the names of thosef-¥hose fate we 

do not yet know. One of those who fell wrote, shortly before his 

death, these words: "Take what they have left/and what they have 

taught you/with their dying/and keep it with your own./And ... 

take one moment to embrace/those gentle heroes/you left behind." _ 
"'~ u• ,._~ 'M\~ ~~l.. 

Today, Veterans Day, as we do every year, -we take~ ~A P~c.Ei 

A moment to embrace the gentle heroes of Vietnam and of all our 

wars. We remember those who were called upon to give all a 
/:AJ..'f:JO t,,\o...aoa. ~ PRo.:o me-.& ~c ~t<'\EN 

person can give. And wel\retae•e• Ml••• vii• v••• ,••••••• •• aaJ1a 
WHO WE"" Tl-\E\R. ~N'TR.v·s UN\fortN'\ A.NO ST~ P2.E'PP."-e:D 
thas ••••ifiae, if i• w••• •-•11••• •f sh•• i11 •h• li11e ef •oey, 
"1b N"\At-'E ii-\!: U'-"T\~ SK,.Q.\~\c.E.. 
~heo!h it! ftewe• vaa. Most of all we remember the devotion and 

~ .., • ~~ ~45::a ~o ~ 
gallantry with which allAef t!hem eMteb¼ed their Nation as they 

~.-
becaae champions ofAnoble causei ~ F~e.~. 

I am not speaking provocatively here. Unlike the other wars 

of this century, ef ••~•••• there were deep divisions about the 

wisdom and rightness of the Vietnam War. Both sides spoke with 

honesty and fervor, and what more can we ask in our democracy? 

And yet, after more than a decade of desperate boat people, after 

the killing fields of Cambodia, after all that has happened in 



that unhappy part of the world, who can doubt that the cause for 

It was, after all, however which our man fought was just? 
oA, M--.,a 0..NO ~OM c,,.J 

imperfectly pursued, the cause of freedom, ••• *ll•f alactred 
F~.-\T r-c:Q. W1""'"" 
uncommon courage.in i,a eeP\liae, Perhaps at this late date we 

can all agree that we have learned one lesson -- that young 

Americans must never again be sent to fight and die unless we are 

prepared to let them win. 

But beyond that, we remember today that all our gentle 

heroes of Vietnam have given us a lesson in ~i\t2~;1.~~0 a 

leeeen in liwiR• love. Yes, for all of them, those who came back 
FoQ. 

and those who did not, their love-ef-their families lives. Their 
~VOf\ON T0 . ~ . ld . ~o,e ef their ~u••6•• on the battlefie sand friends back home 

• .~ot.J ~i i lives. TheirN,ove of the r country 1 ves. 
~ 

This memorial has become a monument to'-•• living love. 

The thousands who come to see the names testify to a love that 

endures. The messages and momentos they leave speak with a 

whispering voice that passes gently through the surrounding trees 

and out across •he area•• •four peaceful Nation. A childhood 

teddy bear; a photograph of the son or daughter -- born too late 

to know his or her father; a battle ribbon; a note: There are so 

many of these and all are testimony to our living love for them. 
1:E'lcmOtJ 

-AINI- our Nation, itself, is testimony to the leue our 
" veterans have had for it and for us. Our liberties, our values, 

all for which America stands is safe today because brave men and 

women have been ready to face the fire at freedom's front. And 

we thank God for them. 
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AR.£ 
Yes, gentle heroes)and ligin9 le,a and our memoriesjf>f a 

• 
time when we faced great divisions here at home: And yet if this 

place recalls all this -- both sweet arid sad -- it also reminds 

us of a great and profound truth about our Nation, that from all 

our divisions we have always eventually emerged strengthened. 

Perhaps we are finding that new strength today, and, if so, much 

of it comes from the forgiveness and healing love that our 

Vietnam Veterans have shown. 
l.oNE\..."'/ ~\e6 

For too long a time, they stood in a chill wind, aa if on a 

winter night's watch. And in that night, their deeds spoke to 

us, but we knew them not. Their voices called to us, but we 

heard them not. Yet in this land that God has blessed, the dawn 

always at last follows the dark, and now morning has come. The 

night is over. We see these men and know them once again -- and 

know how much we owe them, how much they have given us, how much 

we can never fully repay. And not just as individuals but as a 
1i?ESPEZ..T Vt:U-, ~ "'CNta. 'IOU-., ANC wE 

Nation, we say weN.ove you. 

These days, we show....,. love in many ways -- some of it by 

the Government. We now fly of the POW-MIA Flag at this memorial 

on Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and POW-MIA Recognition Day. This 

is a small gesture, but a significant one. ~erica also keeps a 

vigil for those who have not yet returned. We have negotiated 

with the Vietnamese to bring all the bodies of our Nation's sons 

home and for the first time to have joint teams investigat~<":r 

places that might shed light on the fate of those we list as 

missing. In Laos we have also begun to survey and excavate 

sites. And we have told Hanoi that it is up to them to prove 
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that Aaericans are no longer living against their will in 

Indochina. Otherwise we will assume some are, and we will do 

everything we can to find them. 

Here, at home, a new Department of Veterans Affairs and 

extended veterans benefits are merely outward and visible signs 
~Ne.E CS CAl2e ANO ~,ON 

of an inward and invisibletf•••• that has come to our land. 

~ietnam service is once more universally recognized as a badge of 

pride . ....,. ______ _ 

Four years ago, 

I hoped that before m 

would be completed. 

noted that this healing had begun and that 

days as Commander-in-Chief were over it 

ell, now as I reach the end of •Y service 

it appears to me thaQ',IM~llttl..,..,.111-,-1~ what can I say but, 
s 

"Welcome home." 

Now before I go, as have so many others, Nancy and I wanted 

to leave a note at the wall, and if I may read it to you before 

doing it. 

"OUr young friends: Yes, young friends, for in our hearts 

you will always be young, full of the love that is youth, love of 

life, love of joy, love of country. You fought for your country 

and for its safety and f or the freedom of others with strength 

and courage. We love you f or it. We honor you. And we have 

faith that, as He does all his sacred children, the Lord will 

bless you and keep you, the Lord will make His face to shine upon 

you, and give you peace, now and forever more. 

Ronald and Nancy Reagan." 

Thank you all and God bless you. 



{Judge/ARD) 
November 10, 1988 
2:30 p.m. ~(t_ 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VETERANS DAY CEREMONY 
VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1988 

Thank you, Jack Wheeler, and good morning. Before I begin, 

let me take a moment to congratulate the Vietnam Veterans 

Memorial Fund and the other distinguished guests without whom the 

construction and operation of this Memorial would not have been 

possible. Let me also say that America is grateful to the 

hundreds of Vietnam veterans who, when I asked them to join my 

Administration, did so and have served our Nation proudly. For 

your devotion to America, I salute you. 

We are gathered today, just as we have gathered before, to 

remember those who served, those who fought, those still missing, 

and those who gave their last full measure of devotion for our 

country. 

We are gathered at a monument on which the names of our 

fallen friends and loved ones are engraved, and with crosses 

instead of diamonds beside them, the names of those whose fate we 

do not yet know. One of those who fell wrote, shortly before his 

death, these words : "Take what they have left/and what they have 

taught you/with their dying/and keep it with your own./And ... 

take one moment to embrace/those gentle heroes/you left behind." 

Today, Veterans Day, as we do every year, we take that 

moment to embrace the gentle heroes of Vietnam and of all our 

wars. We remember those who were called upon to give all a 

person can give. And we remember those who were prepared to make 

that sacrifice, if it were demanded of them in the line of duty, 
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though it never was. Most of all we remember the devotion and 

gallantry with which all of them ennobled their Nation as they 

became champions of a noble cause. 

I am not speaking provocatively here. Unlike the other wars 

of this century, of course, there were deep divisions about the 

wisdom and rightness of the Vietnam War. Both sides spoke with 

honesty and fervor, and what more can we ask in our democracy? 

And yet, after more than a decade of desperate boat people, after 

the killing fields of Cambodia, after all that has happened in 

that unhappy part of the world, who can doubt that the cause for 

which our men fought was just? It was, after all, however 

imperfectly pursued, the cause of freedom, and they showed 

uncommon courage in its service. Perhaps at this late date we 

can all agree that we have learned one lesson -- that young 

Americans must never again be sent to fight and die unless we are 

prepared to let them win. 

But beyond that, we remember today that all our gentle 

heroes of Vietnam have given us a lesson in something more -- a 

lesson in living love. Yes, for all of them, those who came back 

and t hose who did not, their love for their families lives. 

Their love of their buddies on the battlefields and friends back 

home lives. Their love of their country lives. 

This memorial has become a monument to that living love. 

The thousands who come to see the names testify to a love that 

endures. The messages and mementos they leave speak with a 

whispering voice that passes gently through the surrounding trees 

and out across the breast of our peaceful Nation. A childhood 
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teddy bear; a photograph of the son or daughter -- born too late 

to know his or her father; a battle ribbon; a note: There are so 

many of these and all are testimony to our living love for them. 

And our Nation, itself, is testimony to the love our 

veterans have had for it and for us. our liberties, our values, 

all for which America stands is safe today because brave men and 

women have been ready to face the fire at freedom's front. And 

we thank God for them. 

Yes, gentle heroes and living love and our memories of a 

time when we faced great divisions here at home: And yet if this 

place recalls all this -- both sweet and sad -- it also reminds 

us of a great and profound truth about our Nation, that from all 

our divisions we have always eventually emerged strengthened. 

Perhaps we are finding that new strength today, and, if so, much 

of it comes from the forgiveness and healing love that our 

Vietnam Veterans have shown. 

For too long a time, they stood in a chill wind, as if on a 

winter night's watch. And in that night, their deeds spoke to 

us, but we knew them not. Their voices called to us, but we 

heard t hem not . Yet in this land that God has blessed, the dawn 

always at last follows the dark, a nd now morning has come. The 

n ight is over. We see these men and know them once again -- and 

know how much we owe them, how much they have given us, how much 

we can never fully repay. And not just as individuals but as a 

Nation, we say we love you. 

These days, we show our love in many ways -- some of it by 

the Government. We now fly the POW-MIA Flag at this memorial on 
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Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and POW-MIA Recognition Day. This is 

a small gesture, but a significant one. America also keeps a 

vigil for those who have not yet returned. We have negotiated 

with the Vietnamese to bring our Nation's sons home and for the 

first time to have joint teams investigating remote areas of 

Vietnam that might shed light on the fate of those we list as 

missing. In Laos we have also begun a new round of surveys and 

excavations of crash sites. And we have told Hanoi that it must 

prove to the American people, through its cooperation, whether 

men are still being held against their will in Indochina. 

Otherwise we will assume some are, and we will do everything we 

can to find them. 

Here, at home, a new Department of Veterans Affairs and 

extended veterans benefits are merely outward and visible signs 

of an inward and invisible grace that has come to our land. 

Vie tnam service is once more universally recognized as a badge of 

pride. 

Four years ago, I noted that this healing had begun and that 

I hoped that before my days as Commander-in-Chief were over it 

would be completed. Well, now as I approach the end of my 

service and I see Vietnam veterans t ake the i r rightful place 

among America's heroes, it appears to me that we have hea l ed, and 

what can I say to our Vietnam veterans but, "Welcome home." 

Now before I go, as have so many others, Nancy and I wanted 

to leave a note at the wall, and if I may read it to you before 

doing it. 
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"Our young friends: Yes, young friends, for in our hearts 

you will always be young, full of the love that is youth, love of 

life, love of joy, love of country. You fought for your country 

and for its safety and for the freedom of others with strength 

and courage. We love you for it. We honor you. And we have 

faith that, as He does all His sacred children, the Lord will 

bless you and keep you, the Lord will make His face to shine upon 

you, and give you peace, now and forever more. 

Ronald and Nancy Reagan." 

Thank you all and God bless you. 
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that unhappy part of the world, who can doubt that the cause for 

which our ■en fought was just? It was, after all, however 

imperfectly pursued, the cause of freedom, and they showed 

uncommon courage in its service. Perhaps at this late date we 

can all agree that we have learned one lesson -- that young 

Americans must never again be sent to fight and die unless we are 

prepared to let them win. 

But beyond that, we remember today that all our gentle 

heroes of Vietnam have given us a lesson in something more -- a 

lesson in living love. Yes, for all of them, those who came back 

and those who did not, their love of their families lives. Their 

love of their buddies on the battlefields and friends back home 

lives. Their love of their country lives. 

This memorial has become a monument to that living love. 

The thousands who come to see the names testify to a love that 

endures. The messages and m;;entos they leave speak with a 

whispering voice that passes gently through the surrounding trees 

and out across the breast of our peaceful Nation. A childhood 

teddy bear; a photograph of the son or daughter -- born too late 

t o know his or her father; a battle ribbon; a note: There are so 

many of these and all ar e testimony to our living love for them. 

And our Nation, itself, is testimony to the love our 

veterans have had for it and for us. Our liberties, our values, 

all for which America stands is safe today because brave men and 

women have been ready to face the fire at freedom's front. And 

we thank God for them. 
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that Americans are no longer living against their will in 

Indo hina. Otherwise we will assume some are, and we will do ) 

thing we can to find them. 
, 

Here, at home, a new Department of Veterans Affairs and 

extended veterans benefits are merely outward and visible signs 

of an inward and invisible grace that has come to our land. 

Vietnam service is once more universally recognized as a badge of 

pride. 

Four years ago, I noted that this healing had begun and that 

I hoped that before my days as Commander-in-Chief were over it 

would be completed. Well, now as I reach the end of my service 

it appears to me that it has been, and what can I say but, 

"Welcome home." 

Now before I go, as have so many others, Nancy and I wanted 

to leave a note at the wall, and if I may read it to you before 

doing it. 

"Our young friends: Yes, young friends, for in our hearts 

you will always be young, full of the love that is youth, love of 

life, love of joy, love of country. You fought for your country 

and fo r i ts safety and for the freedom of others with strength 

and courage . We love you for it. We honor you. And we have 

fai th that, as He does all his sacred children, the Lord will 

bless you and keep you, the Lord will make His face to shine upon 

you, and give you peace, now and forever more. 

Ronald and Nancy Reagan." 

Thank you all and God bless you. 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VETERANS DAY CE~lW; - ~· f-',\ l3: 4
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER:~1'1.. ~ - J 1988 

We are gathered today, just , to 
J f '- I 

remember those who served, those w ht, and those ave 

their last full measure of devotion for our country. 

We are gathered at a monument on which the names of our 

fallen friends and loved ones are engraved, and with crosses 

instead of diamonds beside them, the names of those whose fate we 

do not yet know. One of those who fell wrote, shortly before his 

death, these words: "Take what they have left/and what they have 

taught you/with their dying/and keep it with your own./And ... 

take one moment to embrace/those gentle heroes/you left behind." 

Today, Veterans Day, as we do every year, we take that 

moment to embrace the gentle heroes of Vietnam and of all our 

wars. We remember those who were called upon to give all a 

person can give. And we remember those who were prepared to make 

that sacrifice, if it were demanded of them in the line of duty, 

though it never was. Most of all we remember the devotion and 

gallantry with which all of them ennobled their Nation as they 

became champi~ause. 

I am not speaking provocatively here. Unlike the other wars 

of this century, of course, there were deep divisions about the 

wisdom and rightness of the Vietnam War. Both sides spoke with 

honesty and fervor, and what more can we ask in our democracy? 

And yet, after more than a decade of desperate boat people, after 

the kill i ng fields of Cambodia, after all that has happened i n 
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that unhappy part of the world, who can doubt that the cause for 

which our men fought was just? It was, after all, however 

imperfectly pursued, the cause of freedom, and they showed 

uncommon courage in its service. Perhaps at this late date we 

can all agree that we have learned one lesson -- that young 

Americans must never again be sent to fight and die unless we are 

prepared to let them win. 

But beyond that, we remember today that all our gentle 

heroes of Vietnam have given us a lesson in something more -- a 

lesson in living love. Yes, for all of them, those who came back 

and those who did not, their love of their families lives. Their 

love of their buddies on the battlefields and friends back home 

lives. Their love of their country lives. 

This memorial has become a monument to that living love. 

The thousands who come to see the names testify to a love that 

endures. The messages and momentos they leave speak with a 

whispering voice that passes gently through the surrounding trees 

and out across the breast of our peaceful Nation. A childhood 

teddy bear; a photograph of the son or daughter -- born too late 

to know his or her father; a battle ribbon; a note: There are so 

many of these and all are t estimony to our living love for them. 

And our Nation, itself, is testimony to the love our 

veterans have had for it and for us. Our liberties, our values, 

all for which America stands is safe today because brave men and 

women have been ready to face the fire at freedom's front. And 

we thank God for them. 
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Yes, gentle heroes and living love and our memories of a 

time when we faced great divisions here at home: And yet if this 

place recalls all this -- both sweet and sad -- it also reminds 

us of a great and profound truth about our Nation, that from all 

our divisions we have always eventually emerged strengthened. 

Perhaps we are finding that new strength today, and, if so, much 

of it comes from the forgiveness and healing love that our 

Vietnam Veterans have shown. 

For too long a time, they stood in a chill wind, as if on a 

winter night's watch. And in that night, their deeds spoke to 

us, but we knew them not. Their voices called to us, but we 

heard them not. Yet in this land that God has blessed, the dawn 

always at last follows the dark, and now morning has come. The 

night is over. We see these men and know them once again -- and 

know how much we owe them, how much they have given us, how much 

we can never fully repay. And not just as individuals but as a 

Nation, we say we love you. 

These days, we show our love in many ways -- some of it by 

the Government. We now fl~ POW-MIA Flag at this memorial 

on Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and POW-MIA Recognition Day. This 

is a small gesture, but a significant one. America also keeps a 

vigil for those who have not yet returned. We have negotiated 

with the Vietnamese to bring hl_l the bodie& ~ our Nation's sons 

home and for the first 
~--t, Q/1.LW ~ V,Z.,7 "'~ 

p~ that might shed 

time to have joint teams inves~ 

light on the fate of those we list as 
~VA.I 0.. IY\.,(..J /\...o-"--.D "1) 

missing. 

~ ites. ---- · 
In Laos we have also begun to su~and exca~ 

And we have told Hanoi that it ia~em ~o prove 
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~ ~o ffu, ~,~ ~ ~ u,o,u1d,~J ~ iDws, srf-
-...t; ABerieaRs are no longer}!ivinii against their will in 
~ ~-t,/rki.4. 

Indochina. Otherwise we will assume some are, and we will do 

everything we can to find them. 

Here, at home, a new Department of Veterans Affairs and 

extended veterans benefits are merely outward and visible signs 

of an inward and invisible grace that has come to our land. 

Vietnam service is once more universally recognized as a badge of 

pride. 

Four years ago, I noted that this healing had begun and that 

I hoped that before my days as Commander-in-Chief 
C-f ~o.,J.__ 

would be completed. Well, now as I fre the end 
T .s~E. v,~7,..,-J M7e..11JA.,;,J.s ~ ~;,_, ".'f-ffiJ. pl,u-'-'-_, 
it appears to me that {it has bee'ii) and what can I 

V' 
We. hAw.. 1-.R,.lt-J) 

"Welcome home." 

were over it 

of my servic~ 

say but, 

Now before I go, as have so many others, Nancy and I wanted 

to leave a note at the wall, and if I may read it to you before 

doing it. 

"Our young friends: Yes, young friends, for in our hearts 

you will always be young, full of the love that is youth, love of 

life, love of joy, love of country. You fought for your country 

and for its safety and for the freedom of others with strength 

and courage. We love you for it. We honor you. And we have 

faith that, as He does all his sacred children, the Lord will 

bless you and keep you, the Lord will make His face to shine upon 

you, and give you peace, now and forever more. 

Ronald and Nancy Reagan." 

Thank you all and God bless you. 




