Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This 1s a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection: Speechwriting, Office of Speechwriting:
Speech Draft: Records
Folder Title: Ottawa Arrival - Parliament Hill
(Dolan) 03/10/1981
Box: 4

To see more digitized collections visit:
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-
material

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library Inventories, visit:
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-
support/citation-guide

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/

Last Updated: 02/11/2025


https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/




COTTAWA - ARRIVAL - PARLIAMENT HILL: MARCH 10, 1981

MR. PRIME MINISTER, MR, SPEAKER OF THE SENATE, MADAM SPEAKER OF
THE HOUSE:

IT IS A PLEASURE TO BE HERE TODAY NOT ONLY TO HEAR SUCH WARM
WORDS OF WELCOME BUT ALSO TO APPRECIATE -- THROUGH A VISITOR'S EYES --
THESE SPLENDID HALLS OF GOVERNMENT,

IT WAS SAID ONCE OF THIS PLACE THAT IT "GRASPS AND MATERIALIZES
THE BEAUTY OF CANADA, THE VASTNESS OF ITS LANDS, ITS LONELINESS,
ITS YOUTH AND ITS HOPE.”

YET PARLIAMENT HILL IS MORE THAN AN IMPOSING SYMBOL OF YOUR
NATION; IT IS ALSO A LANDMARK OF THE NEW WORLD, A MONUMENT TO
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THE RIGHT OF SELF-GOVERNMENT AND THE VALUE OF HUMAN FREEDOM,

THIS BELIEF IN SELF-RULE AND THE RIGHTS OF THE INDIVIDUAL
SPRINGS FROM A COMMON HERITAGE THAT FORMS THE BACKDROP FOR OUR
DISCUSSIONS IN THE WEXT TWO DAYS,

NOW, MR. PRIME MINISTER, THERE IS IMPORTANT WORK ON THE
AGENDA BEFORE US -- IMPROVING OUR TRADE, PROTECTING OUR ENVIRONMENT,
SAFEGUARDING OUR FREEDOM, |

BUT BEFORE WE BEGIN OUR PUBLIC BUSINESS, I DID WANT TO
ADDRESS ONE OTHER MATTER BETWEEN US THAT SHOULD BE DEALT WITH
EARLY ON,



W

YOU WILL REMEMBER - A LITTLE WHILE BACK WHEN OUR NATIONAL
TROUBLES WERE WIDELY KNOWN -- A JOURMALIST PENNED A TESTIMONY TO
OUR COUNTRY THAT WAS ENTITLED, SIMPLY, “LET'S HEAR IT FOR THE U.S.”

IT SPOKE WITH GREAT AFFECTION ABOUT PEOPLE OF THE UNITED
STATES -- THEIR GENEROSITY, THEIR INRER STRENGTH.

THAT TESTIMONY WAS REPRINTED MAWY TIMES IN MAGAZINES ARND
NEWSPAPERS, PLAYED ON RADIO STATIONS AND EVEN IN NIGHTCLUBS IN
MY COUNTRY,

IT TOUCHED THE AMERICAN PEOPLE DEEPLY THAT ANYONE SHOULD
THINK SO KINDLY OF US. BUT I DO NOT THINK IT SURPRISED US TO LEARN
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THAT THE JOURNALIST WHO WROTE THOSE VERY KIND WORDS WAS HOT AN
AMERTCAN, BUT A CANADIAN.

AND SO, MR. PRIME MINISTER, BEFORE WE DISCUSS THE OTHER
IMPORTANT MATTERS BEFORE US, I WANT TO TAKE THIS OCCASION NOT T0O
TALK ABOUT THE AFFAIRS OF STATE BUT TO SPEAK -- FROM THE HEART TO
THE HEART -- TO SAY TO THE CANADIAN PEOPLE: THE PEOPLE OF THE
UNITED STATES DO NOT MERELY VALUE YOUR FRIENDSHIP; WE CHERISH IT.
WE ARE HERE TODAY NOT JUST TO SEEK FRIENDLY TIES WITH A NEIGHBORING
NATION AND A WORLD POWER, BUT TO STRENGTHEN INSTEAD THE DEEP,
UNBENDING BONDS OF TRUST BETWEEN OLD AND DEVOTED FRIENDS,
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Mr. Prime Minister, Mr. Speaker of the Senate, Madam
Speaker of the House.

It is a pleasure to be here today not only to hear
such warm words of welcome but also to appreciate -- through
a visitor's eyes -- these splendid halls of government.

It was said once of this place that it "grasps and
materializes the beauty of Canada, the vastneés of its lands,
its loneliness, its youth and its hope."

Yet Parliament Hill is more than an imposing symbol
of your Ngégon; it is also a landmark of the New World, a
monument to the right of self-government and the value of
human freedom.

This belief in self-rule and the rights of the individual
springs from a common heritage that forms the backdrop for
our discussions in the next two days.

No%ng. Prime Minister, there is important work on the
agenda before us -- improving our trade, protecting our
environment, safeguarding our freedom.

But before we begin our public business, I did want to
address one other matter between us that should be dealt
with early on.

You will remember -- a little while back when our national

troubles were widely known -- a journalist penned a testimony



Page 2

to our country that was entitled, simply, "let's hear it for
the U.S."
[t PR

It spoke with great affection about the—Zmerican people . _{ -
their generosity, their inner strength.

That testimony was reprinted many times in magazines
and newspapers, played on radio stations and even in nightclubs
in my country.

It touched the American people deeply that anyone should
think so kindly of ég:m. But I do not think it surprised us

Yoror Joudbi

to learn that the journalist who wrote those’words was not an
American, but a Canadian.

And sgMr. Prime Minister, before we discuss the other XX
important matters before us, I want to take this occasion
nbt to talk about the affairs of state but to speak -- from
the heart to the heart -- to say to the Canadian people: the
people of the United States do not merely "'~ your friend-
ship; we cherish it. We are here today no eek friendly
ties with a neighboring nation andva world power, but to

strengthen instead the deep, unbending bonds of trust between

0ld and devoted friends.




(Dolan/KK) March 6, 1981

OTTAWA ARRIVAL -- MARCH 10, 1981

Mr. Prime Minister, Mr. Speaker of the Senate, Madam
Speaker of the House.

It is a pleasure to be here today not only to hear
such wafm words of welcome but also to appreciate -- through
a visitor's eyes -- these splendid halls of government.

It was said once of this place that it "grasps and
materializes the beauty of Canada, the vastneés of its 1lands,
its loneliness, its youth and its hope."

Yet Parliament Hill is more than an imposing symbol
of your nation; it is also a landmark of the New World, a
monument to the right of self-government and the value of
human freedom.

This belief in self-rule and the rights of the individual
springs from a common heritage that forms the backdrop for
our discussions in the next two days.

Now Mr. Prime Minister, there is important work on the
agenda before us -- improving our trade, protecting our
environment, safeguarding our freedom.

But before we begin our public business, I did want to
address one other matter between us that should be dealt
with early on.

You will remember -- a little while back when our national

troubles were widely known -- a journalist penned a testimony
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to our country that was entitled, simply, "let's hear it for
the U.S."

It spoke with great affection about the American people,
their generosity, their inner strength.

That testimony was reprinted many times in magazines
and newspapers, played on radio stations and even in nightclubs
in my country.

It touched the American people deeply that anyone should
think so kindly of them. But I do not think it surprised us
to learn that the journalist who wrote those words was not an
American, but a Canadian.

And so Mr. Prime Minister before we discuss the other
important matters before us, I want to take this occasion
not to talk about the affairs of state but to speak -- ffom
the heart to the heart -- to say to the Canadian people: the
people of the United States do not merely value your friend-
ship; we cherish it. We are here today not to seek friendly
ties with a neighboring nation and a world power, but to
strengthen instead the deep, unbending bonds of trust between

old and devoted friends.
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OTTAWA ARRIVAL, MARCH 10, 1981

Mr. Prime Minister, Mr. Speaker of the Senate, Madame
Speaker of the House.

It is a pleasure to be here today not only to hear
such warm words of welcome but also to appreciate -- through
a visitor's eyes -- these splendid halls of government.

It was said once of this place that it "grasps and
materializes the beauty of Canada, the vastness of its lands,
its loneliness, its youth and its hope.”

Yet Parliament Hill is more than an imposing symbol of
your Nation; it is also a landmark of the new World, a monument
to the right of self-government and the value of human freedom.

This belief in self-rule and the rights of the individual
springs from a common heritage that forms the backdrop for
our discussions in the next two days.

Now Prime Minister, there is important work on the agenda
before us -- improving our trade, protecting our environment,
safeguarding our freedom.

But before we begin our public business, I did want to
address one other matter between us that should be dealt with

early on.
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You will remember -- a little while back when our national
troubles were widely known -- a journalist penned a testimony
to our country that was entitled, simply "let's hear it for
the U.S."

It spoke with great affection about the American people,
their generosity, their inner strength.

That testimony was reprinted many times in magazines and
newspapers, played on radio stations and even in nightclubs in
my country.

It touched the American people deeply that anyone should
think so kindly of them. But I do not think it surprised us
to learn that the journalist who wrote those words was not an
American, but a Canadian.

And so Prime Minister before we discuss the other
important matters before us, I wanted to take this occasion not
to talk about the affairs of state but to speak -- from the
heart to the heart -- to say to the Canadian people: the
people of the United States do not merely value your friendship;
we cherish it. We are here today not to seek friendly ties
with a neighboring Nation and a world power: but to strengthen
instead the deep, unbending bonds of trust between old and

devoted friends.
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OTTAWA ARRIVAL, MARCH 4, 1981

ﬂhpPrime Minister, Mr. Speaker of the Senate, Madame
Speaker of the House.

It is a pleasure to be here today not only to hear
such warm words of welcome but also to appreciate -- through
a visitor's eyes -- these splendid halls of government.

It was said once of this place that it "grasps and ma-
terializes‘the beauty of Canada, the vastness of its lands,
its loneliness, its youth and its hope."

Yet Parliament Hill is more than an imposing symbol of
your Nation; it is also a landmark of the new World, a monument
to the right of self-government and the value of human freedom.

This belief in self-rule and the rights of the individual

1en v(/”’\/‘«
/’s—ggr common herltage —a—hreri+bage- that forms the backdrop
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for all—that—wewitt—disecuss—and decide in the next two days.

Now Prime Minister, there is impdrtant work on the agenda
before us -- improving our trade, protecting our environment,
safeguarding our freedom.

But before we begin our public business, I did want to

address one other matter between us that should be dealt with

early on.
You will remember -- a little while back when our national
troubles were widely known -- a journalist penned a testimony

to our country that was entitled, simply "let's hear it for

the U.S."
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OTTAWA ARRIVAL, MARCH 4, 1981

Prime Minister, Mr. Speaker of the Senate, Madame
Speaker of the House.

It is a pleasure to be here today not only to hear
such warm words of welcome but also to appreciate -- through
a visitor's eyes -- these splendid halls of government.

It was said once of this place that it "grasps and ma-
terializes the beauty of Canada, the vastness of its lands,
its loneliness, its youth and its hope."

Yet Parliament Hill is more than an imposing symbol of
your Nation; it is also a landmark of the new World, a monument
to the right of self-government and the value of human freedom.

This belief in self-rule and the rights of the individual
is our common heritage -- a heritage that forms the backdrop
for all that we will discuss and decide in the next two days.

Now Prime Minister, there is important work on the agenda
before us -- improving our trade, protecting our environment,
safeguarding our freedom.

But before we begin our public business, I did want to

address one other matter between us that should be dealt with

early on.
You will remember -- a little while back when our national
troubles were widely known =-- a journalist penned a testimony

to our country that was entitled, simply "let's hear it for

the U.8."
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It spoke with great affection about the American people,
their generosity, their inner strength.

That testimony was reprinted many times in magazines and
newspapers, played on radio stations and even in nightclubs in
my country.

It touched the American people deeply that anyone should
think so kindly of them. But I do not think it surprised us
to learn that the journalist who wrote those words was a
Canadian.

Only recently, our Nation was again the beneficiary of
another supreme act of kindness by Canada when you rescued
seven American in Iran. I need not dwell on this. I think you
know the depth of our gratitude.

And so Prime Minister before we discuss the other im-
portant matters before us, I wanted to take this occassion not
to talk about the affairs of state but to speak =-- from the
heart to the heart: to say to the Canadian people: the people
of the United States do not value your friendship; we cherish
it. We are here today not to seek friendly ties with a neigh-
boring Nation and a world power: but to strengthen instead the

deep, unbending bonds of trust between old and devoted friends.
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OTTAWA ARRIVAL, MARCH 4, 1981

Prime Minister, Mr. Speaker of the Senate, Madame
Speaker of the House.
It is a pleasure to be here today not only to hear such

warm words of welcome but also to appreciafe fhrough a visitor's
eyesvﬂhese splendid halls of government.

It was said once of this place that it "grasps and ma-
terializes the beauty of Canada, the vastness of its lands,
its loneliness, its youth and its hope."

Yet Parliament Hill is more than an imposing symbol of
your Nation; it is also a landmark of the new World, a monument
to the right of self-government and the value of human freedom.

This belief in self-rule and the rights of the individual
is our common heritage ~-- a heritage that forms the backdrop
for all - that we will discuss and decide in the next two days.

Now Prime Minister, there is important work on the agenda
before us -- improving our trade, protecting our environment,
safeguarding our freedom.

But before we begin our public business, I did want to

address one other matter between us that should be dealt with

early on.
You will remember -- a little while back when our national
troubles were widely known -- a journalist penned a testimony

to our country that was entitled, simply "let's hear it for

the U.S."
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It spoke with great affection about the American people,
their generosity, their inner strength.

That testimony was reprinted many times in magazines and
newspapers, played on radio stations and even in nightclubs in
my country.

It touched the American people deeply that anyone should
think so kindly of them. But I do not think it surprised us
to lean that the journalist who wrote those words was a
Canadian.

Only recently, our Nation was again the beneficiary of
another supreme act of kindness by Canada when you rescued 7
Americans in Iran. I need not dwell on this. I think you know
the depth of our gratitude.

And so Prime Minister before we discuss the other im-
portant matters before us, I wanted to take this occasioh>to
talk - not about the affairs of state, but to speak -- from the
heart to the heart: to say to the Canadian people: The people
of the United States do not value your friendship; we cherish
it. We are here today not to seek friendly ties with a neigh-
boring Nation and a world power: Dbut to strengthen instead

the deep unbending bonds of trust between old and devoted friends.



Prime Minister, Mr. Speaker of the Senate, Madam Speaker of
the House.

It is a pleasure to here today not only to hear such warm
words of welcome but also to appreciate through a visitor's eyes
these spendid halls of government.

It was saipd once of this place that it "grasps and
materializes the beauty of Candna, the vastness of its lands,
its loneliness, its youth and its hope."

Yet Parliament Hill is more than an imposing symbol of your
nation; it is also a landmark of thelnew World, a monument to the

value
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Now Primie Minster, there is important work an the agenda

of the-meetings before us -- improving our trade, protecting

our environments safeguarding our freedom.
But before we befms our public bsuiens
Bat I d4id want to teke—amolent—b0 address one other matter

between us that should be dealt with early on“ai!!EEé!!ESSEEQTEn

You will remember -- a little while back when our national

troubles were widely known -- a journalist penned a testimony
to our country that was entitled, simply "let's here it for the
Uu.s." -
It spoke wit%zaffection about the American people, their
geneoristy, their gxmatf strength.

That testimony was reprinted many times in magazines and

newspaperssy played on radio stations and even in nightclubs in



It touched the american people deeply that nayone should
think so kindly of them. but I do not think it suprised us
to learm that the journalist who wrote those words was
a Canandian.

6nly recenlty, our nation was again the beneficiary of another

supreme act of kindness by Candnda when you rescued‘IAmericans in
Iran.® I need not dwell on this. I think you know the depth
of our grtitude.

And so Prime Minister before we discuss the other important

matters before us , I wnated to take this occasssion to talk e
not about the affiars of state, but to speak-- from the heart to
aneiE——

the heart: to say to the Candndain people: The people of
the United States do not value your fiendship; we cherish it.
We are here today not to seek friendly or-Bz-dexdial ties
with a neighboring nation er=a=crld—Jmower and a world power:
<=8 but to strenght{h& instead the deep unbending bonds of trust between
old and devoted ?Qrends.



PROPOSED STATEMENT

Arrival at parliament Buildings

Prime Minister, Mr. Speaker of the Senate, Madam
Speaker of the House:

Your kind words make me feel very welcome, and these
splendid Parliament‘buildings remind me how important our
common democratic tradition is to the close historic ties
between Canada and the United States.

I am glad to be visiting Canada on my first trip out-
side the United States as President, because the relation-
ship between our countries is unique. Bonds between our
people exist at all levels and encompéss the full range of
human endeavor. We share fundamental commitments to human
dignity and personal freedom. Millions of our countrymen
cross our common border annually, and our bilateral trade
is unmatched.

I know that Americans and Canadians feel at home on
either side of the border. But none of us is about to for-
get the important distinctions that give each nation its
own identity. As our national interests sometimes diverge,
it is not surprising that our policies sometimes differ at
home or in the international arena. However, our differen-
ces are seldom major or fundamental, and they do not divide

us.
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Prime Minister, we must deal today with a large number
of mutual concerns, some of which involve complex guestions
which will not be resolved overnight. But I am confident
that, if we explore the issues with the good will and
frankness that has marked US-Canadian relations, answers
can be found which will be satisfactory and beneficial to

both countries.



