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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release April 23, 1981

NATIONAL DAY OF RECOGNITION FOR VETERANS
OF THE VIETNAM ERA

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION

The decade which has come to be known as the Vietnam
era was a time of trial for our Nation. Nearly every citizen
was touched in some way by the war in Southeast Asia.

As in all wars, the brunt of the conflict was borne by
the soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines who served in our
Armed Forces during that time, particularly the millions who
saw duty in Vietnam. Beyond the 57,000 who died during the
Vietnam war, we have among us millions of veterans who have
yet to receive the full measure of thanks for having accepted
the call to arms when such service was not popular with all
Americans. More than 300,000 of these were wounded in Vietnam,
many suffering permanent disabilities.

The cold statistics are empty, however, unless we keep
in mind the individual and personal drama which accompanies
each Vietnam-era veteran and casualty. Much has been said
about the sacrifice made by those who served, but full
recognition of the Nation's debt of gratitude to them is
long overdue. '

Our first national commemoration of the Vietnam-era
veteran was in 1974, when Vietnam Veterans Day was proclaimed
pursuant to a joint resolution of the Congress. 1 believe
it is appropriate again to recognize and commemorate those
men and women who did their duty in a time of crisis. No
one should doubt the nobility of the effort they made.

By their demonstrations of loyalty and courage, Vietnam
veterans have earned our esteem. A recent survey revealed
that the American public overwhelmingly admires the Vietnam-
era veteran. Certainly, those veterans who suffer from physical
and psychic aftereffects can look to their fellow citizens
for understanding and help.

In these times of economic hardship and budget restriction

every citizen should be aware that showing our gratitude to

the Vietnam veteran will take more than leaving it up to the
Federal Government to provide money and programs. Each of

us must do his or her part in reaching out in a personal way

to these brave men and women. This recognition will mean

much to the Vietnam veterans who never received the thanks

they deserved when they originally returned home from war.

In honor of those who deserve the profound gratitude of
their countrymen, the Congress, by joint resolution, has
requested the President to issue a proclamation designating
Sunday, April 26, 1981, as a National Day of Recognition for
Veterans of the Vietnam Era.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the ted
States of America, call upon all Americans, and upon pa....tic
and civic organizations, to observe Sunday, April 26, 1981,
as a National Day of Recognition for Veterans of the Vietnam
Era. I urge my fellow citizens to observe this day with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities dedicated to those
issues of concern to Vietnam veterans.

I call upon officials of the Government to display the
flag of the United States on all Government buildings and
grounds on that day in testimony of our respect for the
contributions of Vietnam veterans.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
23rd day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen

hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and fifth.

RONALD REAGAN

i i # # i



(Rohrabacher/KK) April 21, 1981
Final Draft

PROCLAMATION: NATIONAL DAY OF RECOGNITION FOR VETERANS
OF THE VIETNAM WAR

The decade which has come to be known as the Vietnam
era was a time of trial for our Nation. Nearly every
citizen was touched in some way by the war in Southeast
Asia.

As in all wars, the brunt of the conflict was borne by
the almost nine million soldiers, sailors, airmen, and
marines who served in our Armed Forces during that time,
particularly the millions who saw duty in Vietnam. Beyond
the 57,000 who died during the Vietnam war, we have among us
millions of veterans who have yet to receive the full
measure of thanks for having accepted the call to arms when
such service was not popular with all Americans. More than
300,000 of these were wounded in Vietnam, many suffering
permanent disabilities.

The cold statistics are empty, however, unless we keep
in mind the individual and personal drama which accompanies
each Vietnam-era veteran and casualty. Much has been said
about the sacrifice made by those who served, but full
recognition of the Nation's debt of gratitude to them is
long overdue.

Our first national commemoration of the Vietnam-era

veteran was in 1974, when Vietnam Veterans Day was proclaimed
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pursuant to a joint resolution of the Congress. I believe
it is appropriate again to recognize and commemorate those
men and women who did their duty in a time of crisis. No
one should doubt the nobility of the effort they made.

By their demonstrations of loyalty and courage, Vietnam
veterans have earned our esteem. A recent survey revealed
that the American public overwhelmingly admires the Vietnam-
era veteran. Certainly, those veterans who suffer from
physical and psychic aftereffects can look to éheir fellow
citizens for understanding and help.

In these times of economic hardship and budget restric-
tion every citizen should be aware that showing our grati-
tude to the Vietnam veteran will take more than leaving it
up to the Federal Government to provide money and programs.
Each of us must do his or her part in reaching out in a
personal way to these brave men and women. This recognition
will mean much to the Vietnam veterans who never received
the thanks they deserved when they originally returned home
from war.

In honor of those who deserve the profound gratitude of
their countrymen, the Congress, by joint resolution, has
requested the President to issue a proclamation designating
Sunday, April 26, 1981, as a National Day of Recognition for
Veterans of the Vietnam Era.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the

United States of America, call upon all Americans, and upon
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patriotic and civic organizations, to observe Sunday,

April 26, 1981, as a National Day of Recognition for Veterans
of the Vietnam Era. I urge my fellow citizens to observe

such day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities
dedicated to those issues of concern to Vietnam veterans.

I call upon officials of the Government to display the
flag of the United States on all Government buildings and
grounds on that day in testimony of our iespect for the
contributions of Vietnam veterans.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this

day of , in the year of our
Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independence

of the United States of America the two hundred and fifth.
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in these times of economic hardship and budget restriction every citizen should
be aware that showing our gratitude-wiii-take-mere———-— to the Vietnam Vet will
take more than fe leaving it up to the Federal government to provide money
and programs. Each of us must do his or her part in reaching out in a
personal way to these brave men and wamen. This recognition will mean much were
to the Vietnam Veterans who never recieved the thanks they deserved when they

originally returned home from war.



(Rohrabacher/KK) April 16, 1981
Final Draft

PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION - NATIONAL DAY OF RECOGNITION FOR
VETERANS OF THE VIETNAM ERA
. The decade which has come to be known as the Vietnam
era was a time of trial for our Nation. Nearly every citizen
was touched in some way by the war in Southeast Asia.

As in all wars, the brunt of the conflict was borne by
the almost nine million soldiers, sailors, airmen, and
marines who served in our Armed Forces during that time,
particularly the millions yho gaw duty in Vietnam. {it—&s

anrd’ .
teo“ia{e-«tewdo—*anyth-i-ng-—f—eg the 57,000 who died during the
Vietnam war, be& we have among us millions of veterans who
have yet to receive the full measure of thanks for having
accepted the call to arms when such service was not popular

IF THETT

with all Americans. More than 300,009Awere wounded in
sutfer'ay

Vietnam; manyE&&Aﬂu&m&h&wékﬁﬁi@efed permanent disabilities.

The cold statistics are empty, however, unless we keep
in mind the individual and personal drama which accompanies
each Vietnam-era veteran and casualty. Much has been said
about the sacrifice made by those who served, but full
recognition of the Nation's debt of gratitude to them is
long overdue.

Our first national commemoration of the Vietnam-era
veteran was in 1974, when Vietnam Veterans Day was proclaimed
pursuant to a Joint Resolution of the Congress. I believe

Al A
it is appropriateAte~eenéénue to recognize and commemorate
those men and women who did their duty in a time of crisis.

fort
No one should doubt the nobility of the they made.
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By their demonstrations of loyalty and courage, Vietnam
veterans have earned our esteem. A recent survey revealed
that the American public overwhelmingly admires the Vietnam-
era veteran. Certainly, those veterans who suffer from
physical and psychic aftereffects can look to their fellow

uadarhede et bty

citizens for =gy I NN d.

In the immortal words of

Lincoln, t us strive to finish the work we are in; to

bind up the nat? nds; to care for him who shall have

borne the baftle, and for his wi and his ofphan -- to do

all whi€h may achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting

peace, among ourselves, and with all natio "

In honor of those who deserve the profound gratitude of
their countrymen, the Congress, by Joint Resolution, has
requested the President to issue a proclamation designating
Sunday, April 26, 1981, as a National Day of Recognition for
Veterans of the Vietnam Era. |

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the
United States of America, call upon all Americans, and upon
patriotic and civic organizations, to observe Sunday, April 26,
1981, as a Naticonal Day of Recognition for Veterans of the
Vietnam Era. I urge my fellow citizens to observe such day
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities
dedicated to those issues of concern to Vietnam veterans.

I call upon officials of the Government to display the
flag of the United States on all Government buildings and
grounds on that day in testimony of our respect for the

contributions of Vietnam veterans.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
day of , in the year of our Lord
nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independence of

the United States of America the two hundred and fifth.



(Rohrabacher /KK) April 16, 1981
Final Draft

PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION - NATIONAL DAY OF RECOGNITION FOR
VETERANS OF THE VIETNAM ERA
. The decade which has come to be known as the Vietnam
era was a time of trial for our Nation. Nearly every citizen
was touched in some way by the war in Southeast Asia.

As in all wars, the brunt of the conflict was borne by
the almost nine million soldiers, sailors, airmen, and
marines who served in our Armed Forces during that time,
particularly the millions who saw duty in Vietnam. It is
too late to do anything for the 57,000 who.died during the
Vietnam war, but we have among us millions of veterans who
have yet to receive the full measure of thanks for having
accepted the call to arms when such service was not popular
with all Americans. More than 300,000 were wounded in
Vietnam; many of these have suffered permanent disabilities.

The cold statistics are empty, however, unless we keep
in mind the individual and personal drama which accompanies
each Vietnam-era veteran and casualty. Much has been said
about the sacrifice made by those who served, but full
recognition of the Nation's debt of gratitude to them is
long overdue.

Our first national commemoration of the Vietnam-era
veteran was in 1974, when Vietnam Veterans Day was proclaimed
pursuant to a Joint Resolution of the Congress. I believe
it is appropriate to continue to recognize and commemorate
those men and women who did their duty in a time of crisis.

No one should doubt the nobility of the sacrifice they made.
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By their demonstrations of loyalty and courage, Vietnam
veterans have earned our esteem. A recent survey revealed
that the American public overwhelmingly admires the Vietnam-
era veteran. Certainly, those veterans who suffer from
physical and psychic aftereffects can look to their fellow
citizens for a helping hand. In the immortal words of
Lincoln, "Let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to
bind up the nation's wounds; to care for him who shall have
borne the battle, and for his widow, and his ofphan -- to do
all which may achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting
peace, among ourselves, and with all nations."

In honor of those who deserve the profound gratitude of
their countrymen, the Congress, by Joint Resolution, has
requested the President to issue a proclamation designating
Sunday, April 26, 1981, as a National Day of Recognition for
Veterans of the Vietnam Era.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the
United States of America, call upon all Americans, and upon
patriotic and civic organizations, to observe Sunday, April 26,
1981, as a National Day of Recognition for Veterans of the
Vietnam Era. I urge my fellow citizens to observe such day
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities
dedicated to those issues of concern to Vietnam veterans.

I call upon officials of the Government to display the
flag of the United States on all Government buildings and
grounds on that day in testimony of our respect for the

contributions of Vietnam veterans.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
day of ;, in the year of our Lord
nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independence of

the United States of America the two hundred and fifth.



(Rohrabacher/KK) 1981

PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION - NATION NITION
VETER2 ETNAM |

The decade which has come to be known as the Vietnam
era was a time of trial for our Nation. Nearly every citizen
was touched in some way by the war in Southeast Asia.

3e in =211 wars, the brunt of the conflict was borne by
the nine million soldiers, sailors, airmen, and
marines who served in our Armed Forces during that time,
particularly the millions who saw duty in Vietnpam. It is
too late to do anything for the 57,000 who died during the
Vietnam war, but we have among us millions of veterans who
have yet to receive the full measure of thanks for having
accepted the éall to arms when such service was not popular
with all Americans. More than 300,000 were wounded in
Vietnam; many of these have suffered permanent disabilities.

The cold statistics are empty, however, unless we keep
in mind the individual and personal drama which accompanies
each Vietnam-era veteran and casualty. Much has been said
about the sacrifice made by those who served, but full
recognition of the Nation's debt of gratitude to them is
long overdue.

Our first national commemoration of the Vietnam-era
veteran was in 1974, when Vietnam Veterans Day was proclaimed
pursuant to a Joint Resolution of the Congress. I believe
it is appropriate to continue to recognize and commemorate
those men and women who did their duty in a time of crisis.

No one should doubt the nobility of the sacrifice they made.
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By their demonstrations of loyalty and courage, Vietnam
veterans have earned our esteem. A recent survey revealed
that the American public overwhelmingly admires the Vietnam-
era veteran. Certainly, those veterans who suffer from
physical and psychic aftereffects can look to their fellow
citizens for a helping hand. In the immortal words of
Lincoln, "Let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to
bind up the nation's wounds; to care for him who shall have
borne the battle, and for his widow, and his ofphan -- to do
all which may achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting
peace, among ourselves, and with all nations."”

In honor of those who deserve the profound gratitude of
their countrymen, the Congress, by Joint Resolution, has
requested the President to issue - ~-~"amation designating
Sunday, April 26, 1981, ¢ Jation gnition for
Veterans of the Vietnam Era.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the

United States of America, call upon all Americans, and upon

patriotic and c* - - janizations, to observe Sunday, April
1981, a ation. jnition for Veterans of the
Vietnam Era. I urge my fellow citizens to observe such day

with appropriate programs, ceremonies, aﬁd activities
dedicated to those issues of concern to Vietnam veterans.

I call upon officials of the Government to display the
flag of the United States on all Government buildings and
grounds on that day in testimony of our respect for the

contributions of Vietnam veterans.

26,
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
day of , in the year of our Lord
nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independence of

the United States of America the two hundred and fifth.






(Rohrabacher/KK)L&Yl : April 15, 1981

PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION - NATIONAL RECOGNITION DAY FOR
VETERANS OF VIETNAM ERA, 1981

The decade which has come to be known as the Vietnam
era was a time of trial for our Nation. Nearly every citizen
was touched in some way by the war in Southeast Asia.

As in all wars, the brunt of the conflict was borne by
the meggpgg;m nine million soldiers, sailors, airmen, and
marines who served in our Armed Forces during that time,
particularly the millions who saw duty in Vietnam. It is
too late to do anything for the 57,000 who died during the
Vietnam war, but we have among us millions of veterans who
have yet to receive the full measure of thanks for having
accepted the éall to arms when such service was not popular
with all Americans. More than 300,000 were wounded in
Vietnam; many of these have suffered permanent disabilities.

The cold statistics are empty, however, unless we keep
in mind the individual and personal drama which accompanies
each Vietnam-era veteran and casualty. Much has been said
about the sacrifice made by those who served, but £full
recognition of the Nation's debt of gratitude to them is
long overdue.

Our first national commemoration of the Vietnam-era
veteran was in 1974, when Vietnam Veterans Day was proclaimed
pursuant to a Joint Resolution of the Congress. I believe
it is appropriate to continue to recognize and commemorate

those men and women who did their duty in a time of crisis.

No one should doubt the nobility of the sacrifice they made.
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By their demonstrations of loyalty and courage, Vietnam
veterans have earned our esteem. A recent survey revealed
that the American public overwhelmingly admires the Vietnam-
era veteran. Certainly, those veterans who suffer from
physical and psychic aftereffects can look to their fellow
citizens for a helping hand. In the immortal words of
Lincoln, "Let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to
bind up the nation's wounds; to care for him who shall have
borne the battle, and for his widow, and his ofphan -- to do
all which may achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting
peace, among ourselves, and with all nations."

In honor of those who deserve the profound gratitude of
their countrymen, the Congress, by Joint Resolution, has
requested thetPresident to issue a proclamation designating
Sunday, April 26, 1951, as National Recognition Day for
Veterans of the Vietnam Era.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the
United States of America, call upon all Americans, and upon
patriotic and civic organizations, to observe Sunday, April
1981, as National Recognition Day for Veterans of the
Vietnam Era. I urge my fellow citizens to observe such day
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities
dedicated to those issues of concern to Vietnam veterans.

I call upon officials of the Government to display the
flag of the United States on all Government buildings and
grounds on that day in testimony of our respect for the

contributions of Vietnam veterans.

26,
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
day of , in the year of our Lord
nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independence of

the United States of America the two hundred and fifth.



THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release April 15, 1981

The President signed yesterday S.J. Resolution 182, National
Recognition Day for Vietnam Era Veterans.

Hh#



(Rc...abacher/KK) April 15, 1981

PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION - NATIONAL RECOGNITION DAY FOR
VETERANS OF VIETNAM ERA, 1981

The decade which has come to be known as the Vietnam
era was a time of trial for our Nation. Nearly every citizen
was touched in some way by the war in Southeast Asia.

As in all wars, the brunt of the conflict was borne by
the more than nine million soldiers, sailors, airmen, and
marines who served in our Armed Forces during that time,
particularly the millions who saw dquty in Vietnam. It is
too late to do anything for the 57,000 who died during the
Vietnam war, but we have among us millions of veterans who
have yet to receive the full measure of thanks for having
accepted the éall to arms when such service was not popular
with all Americans. More than 300,000 were wounded in
Vietnam; many of these have suffered permanent disabilities.

The cold statistics are empty, however, unless we Xkeep
in mind the individual and personal drama which accompanies
each Vietnam-era veteran and casualty. Much has been said
about the sacrifice made by those who served, but full
recognition of the Nation's debt of gratitude to them is
long overdue.

Our first national commemoration of the Vietnam-era
veteran was in 1974, when Vietnam Veterans Day was proclaimed
pursuant to a Joint Resolution of the Congress. I believe
it is appropriate to continue to recognize and commemorate
those men and women who did their duty in a time of crisis.

No one should doubt the nobility of the sacrifice they made.
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By their demonstrations of loyalty and courage, Vietnam
veterans have earned our esteem. A recent survey revealed
that the American public overwhelmingly admires the Vietnam-
era veteran. Certainly, those veterans who suffer from
physical and psychic aftereffects can look to their fellow
citizens for a helping hand. In the immortal words of
Lincoln, "Let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to
bind up the nation's wounds; to care for him who shall have
borne the battle, and for his widow, and his ofphan -- to do
all which may achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting
peace, among ourselves, and with all nations."

In honor of those who deserve the profound gratitude of
their countrymen, the Congress, by Joint Resolution, has
requested the President to issue a proclamation designating
Sunday, April 26, 1981, as National Recognition Day for
Veterans of the Vietnam Era.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the
United States of America, call upon all Americans, and upon
patriotic and civic organizations, to observe Sunday, April
1981, as National Recognition Day for Veterans of the
Vietnam Era. I urge my fellow citizens to observe such day
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities
dedicated to those issues of concern to Vietnam veterans.

I call upon officials of the Government to display the
flag of the United States on all Government buildings and
grounds on that day in testimony of our respect for the

contributions of Vietnam veterans.

26,
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
day of , in the year of our Lord
nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independence of

the United States of America the two hundred and fifth.



(Rohrabacher/KK) April 15, 1981

PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION - NATIONAL RECOGNITION DAY FOR
VETERANS OF VIETNAM ERA, 1981

The decade which has come to be known as the Vietnam
era was a time of trial for our Nation. Nearly every citizen
was touched in some way by the war in Southeast Asia.

As in all wars, the brunt of the conflict was borne by
the more than nine million soldiers, sailors, airmen, and
marines who served in our Armed Forces during that time,
particularly the millions who saw duty in Vietnam. It is
too late to do anything for the 57,000 who died during the
Vietnam war, but we have among us millions of veterans who
have yet to receive the full measure of thanks for having
accepted the call to arms when such service was not popular
with all Americans. More than 300,000 were wounded in
Vietnam; many of these have suffered permanent disabilities.

The cold statistics are empty, however, unless we keep
in mind the individual and personal drama which accompanies
each Vietnam-era veteran and casualty. Much has been said
about the sacrifice made by those who served, but full
recognition of the Nation's debt of gratitude to them is
long overdue.

Our first national commemoration of the Vietnam-era
veteran was in 1974, when Vietnam Veterans Day was proclaimed
pursuant to a Joint Resolution of the Congress. I believe
it is appropriate to continue to recognize and commemorate
those men and women who did their duty in a time of crisis.

No one should doubt the nobility of the sacrifice they made.
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By their demonstrations of loyalty and courage, Vietnam
veterans have earned our esteem. A recent survey revealed
that the American public overwhelmingly admires the Vietnam-
era veteran. Certainly, those veterans who suffer from
physical and psychic aftereffects can look to their fellow
citizens for a helping hand. In the immortal words of
Lincoln, "Let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to
bind up the nation's wounds; to care for him who shall have
borne the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan =-- to do
all which may achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting
peace, among ourselves, and with all nations."

In honor of those who deserve the profound gratitude of
their countrymen, the Congress, by Joint Resolution, has
requested the President to issue a proclamation designating
Sunday, April 26, 1981, as National Recognition Day for
Veterans of the Vietnam Era.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the
United States of America, call upon all Americans, and upon
patriotic and civic organizations, to observe Sunday, April
1981, as National Recognition Day for Veterans of the
Vietnam Era. I urge my fellow citizens to observe such day
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities
dedicated to those issues of concern to Vietnam veterans.

I call upon officials of the Government to display the
flag of the United States on all Government buildings and
grounds on that day in testimony of our respect for the

contributions of Vietnam veterans.

26,
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
day of , in the year of our Lord
nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independence of

the United States of America the two hundred and fifth.
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(Rohrabacher) © April 13, 1981

First Draft

PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION - NATIONAL RECOGNITION DAY FOR
VETERANS OF VIETNAM ERA, 1981

The decade which has come to be known as the Vietnam
era was a time of trial for our Nation. Nearly every citizen
was touched in some way by the war in Southeast Asia.

As in all wars, the brunt of the conflict was borne
by the more than nine million soldiers, sailors, airmen,
and marines who served in our Armed Forces during that time,
particularly the severat millioﬁigeﬁﬁandmwemen-who saw duty
in Vietnam. It is too late to do anything taﬁgggie for the
57,000 who died during the Vietnam war, but we have among us
millions of veterans who have yet to receive the full measure
of thanks for having accepted the call to arms when such

service was not popular with all Americans. More than 300,00
. e e
were wounded in Vietnam; many of these widil suffer disabiliti?yvk

- /7.

!
’ (AN

for-the-rest-of their lives .~

The cold statistics are empty, however, unless we keep
in mind the individual and personal drama which accompanies
each Vietnam-era veteran and casualty. Much has been said
about the sacrifice made by those who served, but full
recognition of the Nation's debt of gratitude to them is long
overdue.

Our first national commemoration of the Vietnam-era
veteran was in 1974, when Vietnam Veterans Day was proclaimed
pursuant to a Joint Resolution of the Congress. I believe
it is appropriate to continue to recognize and commemorate

those men and women who did their duty in a time of crisis.



Page 2

And white—same guestion—tNE war in wWHiCh they fougirt, no one

should doubt the nobility of the sacrifice they made.

By their demonstrations of loyalty and courage, Vietnam
veterans have earned our esteem. A recent survey revealed
that the American public overwhelmingly admires the Vietnam-
era veteran. Certainly, those veterans who suffer from physical
and psychic aftereffects can look to their fellow citizens
for a helping hand. 1In the immortal wofds of Lincoln, "Let
us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the
nation's wounds; to care for him who shall have borne the
battle, and for his widow, and his orphan -- to do all which
may achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting peace, among ourselves,
and with all nations."

In honor of those who deserve the profound gratitude of
their countrymen, the Congress, by Joint Resolution, has
requested the President to issue a proclamtion designating
Sunday, April 26, 1981, as National Recognition Day for Veterans
of the Vietnam Era.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United
States of America, call upon all Americans, and upon patriotic
and civic organizations, to observe Sunday, April 26, 1981, as
National Recognition Day for Veterans of the Vietnam Era. I
urge my fellow citizens to observe such day with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities dedicated to those issues
of concern to Vietnam veterans.

I call upon officials of the Government to display the

flag of the United States on all Government buildings and grounds
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on that day in testimony of our respect for the contributions

of Vietnam veterans.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
day of , in the year of our Lord
nineteen hundred and eighfy—one, and of the Independence of

the United States of America the two hundred and fifth.



(Rohrabacher) April 13, 1981
First Draft

PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION - NATIONAL RECOGNITION DAY FOR
VETERANS OF VIETNAM ERA, 1981

The decade which has come to be known as the Vietnam
era was a time of trial for our Nation. Nearly every citizen
was touched in some way by the war in Southeast Asia.

As in all wars, the brunt of the conflict was borne
by the more than nine million soldiers, sailors, airmen,
and marines who served in our Armed Forces during that time,
particularly the several million men and women who saw duty
in Vietnam. It is too late to do anything tangible for the
57,000 who died during the Vietnam war, but we have among us
millions of veterans who have yet to receive the full measure
of thanks for having accepted the call to arms when such
service was not popular with all Americans. More than 300,000
were wounded in Vietnam; many of these will suffer disability
for the rest of their lives.

The cold statistics are empty, however, unless we keep
in mind the individual and personal drama which accompanies
each Vietnam-era veteran and casualty. Much has been said
about the sacrifice made by those who served, but full
recognition of the Nation's debt of gratitude to them is long
overdue.

Our first national commemoration of the Vietnam-era
veteran was in 1974, when Vietnam Veterans Day was proclaimed
pursuant to a Joint Resolution of the Congress. I believe
it is appropriate to continue to recognize and commemorate

those men and women who did their duty in a time of crisis.
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And while some question the war in which they fought, no one
should doubt the nobility of the sacrifice they made.

By their demonstrations of loyalty and courage, Vietnam
veterans have earned our esteem. A recent survey revealed
that the American public overwhelmingly admires the Vietnam-
era veteran. Certainly, those veterans who suffer from physical
and psychic aftereffects can look to their fellow citizens
for a helping hand. In the immortal words of Lincoln, "Let
us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the
nation's wounds; to care for him who shall have borne the
battle, and for his widow, and his orphan -- to do all which
may achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting peace, among ourselves,
and with all nations."

In honor of those who deserve the profound gratitude of
their countrymen, the Congress, by Joint Resolution, has
requested the President to issue a proclamtion designating
Sunday, April 26, 1981, as National Recognition Day for Veterans
of the Vietnam Era.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United
States of America, call upon all Americans, and upon patriotic
and civic organizations, to observe Sunday, April 26, 1981, as
National Recognition Day for Veterans of the Vietnam Era. I
urge my fellow citizens to observe such day with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities dedicated to those issues
of concern to Vietnam veterans.

I call upon officials of the Government to display the

flag of the United States on all Government buildings and grounds
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on that day in testimony of our respect for the contributions
of Vietnam veterans.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
day of , in the year of our Lord
nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independence of

the United States of America the two hundred and fifth.
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staff offices.

The attached mark-up reflects comments received,

which you may want to take into account in preparing the final text.

RS harkfike for

and Staff Secretary
(x-2702)

Deputy Assistant to the President









I call upon officials of the Government to display the
flag of the United States on all Government buildings and
grounds on that day in testimony of our respect for the
contributions of Vietnam veterans. .

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto sét my hand this

day of ; in the year of our Lord
nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independence of

the United States of America the two hundred and fifth.
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Because of the short time schedule, I am asking for comments on the
VA draft of this proclamation, before the speechwriters have completed
their editing. o

Please provide views to me and, if appropriate, also to Ken Khachigian,
by COB, APRIL 17.
Richard G. Darman
Deputy Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
(x-2702)






NATIONAL RECOGNITION DAY FOR VETERANS OF THE VIETNAM ERA

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

The decade which has come to be known as the Vietnam
era was one fraught with uncertainty, discord, disillusion-
ment, and frustration over a distan£ and unpopular war. It
was a time of trial for our Nation, and nearly every citizen
was touched in some way by the trauma associated with that
conflict. |

As in all wars, the brunt of this trauma was bérne by
the more than nine million soldiers, sailors, fliers, and
marines who served in our Armed Forces during the United
States involvement in Southeast Asia, particularly the
several million men and women who saw duty in Vietnam; It
is too late to do anything tangible for the 57,000 who died
during the war, but we have among us millions of veterans
who have yet to receive the full measure of thanks for their
having accepted the call to arms at a time when such service
was not popular with all Americans. More than 300,000 were
wounded in the Vietnam theater, and many will bear resulﬁant
disabilities for the rest of their 1lives.

These cold statistics, however, are empty unless we
keep in mind the real flesh-and-blood story which accompanies
each Vietﬁam era veteran and casualty. Much has by now been
said about the personal sacrifice made by those who served,
but full recognition of the Nation's debt of gratitude to
them is long overdue.

Our first national ccmmemoration of the Vietnam ersa
veteran was in 1974, when Vietnam Veterans Day was proclaimed

pursuant to a Joint Resoclution of the Congress. I believe



it is appropriate to continue to recognize and commemorate
those men and women who did their duty in a noble effort "to
preserve the peace we all now enjoy. |

We acknowledge America's sense of ambivalence toward
the Vietnam war. More importantly, however; we recognize
that those who participated in the conflict have, by their
demonstration of loyalty and courage, earned our esteem. A
recent survey revealed that the American public overwhelmingly
admires the Vietnam era veteran. Certainly, those veterans
who suffer from physical and psychic aftereffects of such
service can look to their fellow citizens for a helping
hand. In the immortal words of Lincoln, "let us strive on
to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation's wounds;
to care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his
widow, and his orphan--to do all which may achieve and
cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves, and with
all nations."

In honor of those who deserve ;he profound gratitude of
their countrymen, the Congress, by Joint Resolution, has
requested the President to issue a proclamation designating
Sunday, April 26, 1981, as National Recognition Day for
Veterans of the Vietnam Era.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the
United States of America, call upon all Americans, and upon
patriotic and civic organizations, to observe Sunday,

April 26, 1981, as National Recognition Day for Veterans of
the Vietnam Era. I urge my fellow citizens to observe such
day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities,
including a week of symposia hearings and conferences to be
conducted in Washington, District of Columbia, prior to

April 26, dedicated to those issues of concern to Vietnam

veterans.



I call upon officials of the Government to display the
flag of the United States on all Government buildings and
grounds on that day in testimony of our regpect for the
contributions of Vietnam veterans. K

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this

day of ; in the year of our Lord

nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independence of

the United States of America the two hundred and fifth.





