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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release April 23, 1981 

NATIONAL DAY OF RECOGNITION FOR VETERANS 
OF THE VIETNAM ERA 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

The decade which has come to be known as the Vietnam 
era was a time of trial for our Nation. Nearly every citizen 
was touched in some way by the war in Southeast Asia. 

As in all wars, the brunt of the conflict was borne by 
the soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines who served in our 
Armed Forces during that time, particularly the millions who 
saw duty in Vietnam. Beyond the 57,000 who died during the 
Vietnam war, we have among us millions of veterans who have 
yet to receive the full measure of thanks for having accepted 
the call to arms when such service was not popular with all 
Americans. More than 300,000 of these were wounded in Vietnam, 
many suffering permanent disabilities. 

The cold statistics are empty, however, unless we keep 
in mind the individual and personal drama which accompanies 
each Vietnam-era veteran and casualty. Much has been sa i d 
about the sacrifice made by those who served, but full 
recognition of the Nation's debt of gratitude to them is 
long overdue. 

Our first national commemoration of the Vietnam-era 
veteran was in 1974, when Vietnam Veterans Day was procla i med 
pursuant to a joint resolution of the Congress. I believe 
it is appropriate again to recognize and commemorate those 
men and women who did their duty in a time of crisis. No 
one should doubt the nobility of the effort they made. 

By their demonstrations of loyalty and courage, Vietnam 
veterans have earned our esteem. A recent survey revealed 
that the American public overwhelmingly admires the Vietnam-
era veteran. Certainly, those veterans who suffer from physical 
and psychic aftereffects can look to their fellow citizens 
for understanding and help. 

In these times of economic hardship and budget restriction 
every citizen should be aware that showing our gratitude to 
the Vietnam veteran will take more than leaving it up to the 
Federal Government to provide money and programs. Each of 
us must do his or her part in reaching out in a personal way 
to these brave men and women. This recognition will mean 
much to the Vietnam veterans who never received the thanks 
they deserved when they originally returned home from war. 

In honor of those who deserve the profound gratitude of 
their countrymen, the Congress, by joint resolution, has 
requested the President to issue a proclamation designating 
Sunday, April 26, 1981, as a National Day of Recognition for 
Veterans of the Vietnam Era. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 
States of America, call upon all Americans, and upon patr iot i c 
and civic organizations, to observe Sunday, April 26, 1981, 
as a National Day of Recognition for Veterans of the Vietnam 
Era. I urge my fellow citizens to observe this day with appro­
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities dedicated to those 
issues of concern to Vietnam veterans. 

I call upon officials of the Government to display the 
flag of the United States on all Government buildings and 
grounds on that day in testimony of qur respect for the 
contributions of Vietnam veterans. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
23rd day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and fifth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

# # # # # 



(Rohrabacher/KK) April 21, 1981 
Final Draft 

PROCLAMATION : NATIONAL DAY OF RECOGNIT ION FOR VETERANS 
OF THE VIETNAM WAR 

The decade which has come to be known as the Vietnam 

era was a time of trial for our Nation. Nearly every 

citizen was touched in some way by the war in Southeast 

Asia. 

As in all wars, the brunt of the conflict was borne by 

the almost nine million soldiers, sailors, airmen, and 

marines who served in our Armed Forces during that time, 

particularly the millions who saw duty in Vietnam. Beyond 

the 57,000 who died during the Vietnam war, we have among us 

millions of veterans who have yet to receive the full 

measure of thanks for having accepted the call to arms when 

such service was not popular with all Americans. More than 

300,000 of these were wounded in Vietnam, many suffering 

permanent disabilities. 

The cold statistics are empty, however, unless we .keep 

in mind the individual and personal drama which accompanies 

each Vietnam-era veteran and casualty. Much has been said 

about the sacrifice made by those who served, but full 

recognition of the Nation's debt of gratitude to them is 

long overdue. 

Our first national commemoration of the Vietnam-era 

veteran was in 1974, when Vietnam Veterans Day was proclaimed 
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pursuant to a joint resol ution of the Congress. I be lieve 

it is appropriate again to recognize and commemorate those 

men and women who did their duty in a time of crisis. No 

one should doubt the nobility of the effort they made . 

By their demonstrations of loyalty and courage, Vietnam 

veterans have earned our esteem. A recent survey revealed 

that the American public overwhelmingly admires the Vietnam­

era veteran. Certainly, those veterans who suffer from 

physical and psychic aftereffects can look to their fellow 

citizens for understanding and help. 

In these times of economic hardship and budget restric­

tion every citizen should be aware that showing our grati­

tude to the Vietnam veteran will take more than leaving it 

up to the Federal Government to provide money and programs. 

Each of us must do his or her part in reaching out in a 

personal way to these brave men and women. This recognition 

will mean much to the Vietnam veterans who never received 

the thanks they deserved when they originally returned home 

from war. 

In honor of those who deserve the profound gratitude of 

their countrymen, the Congress, by joint resolution, has 

requested the President to issue a proclamation designating 

Sunday, April 26, 1981, as a National Day of Recognition for 

Veterans of the Vietnam Era. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the 

Uni ted State s of America, call upon all Americans, and upon 
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patriotic and civi c organizations, to observe Sunday, 

Apri l 26, 1981, as a National Day of Recognition for Veterans 

of the Vietnam Era. I urge my fellow citizens to observe 

such day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities 

dedicated to those issues of concern to Vietnam veterans. 

I call upon officials of the Government to display the 

flag of the United States on all Government buildings and 

grounds on that day in testimony of our respect for the 

contributions of Vietnam veterans. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 

day of , in the year of our 

Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independence 

of the United States of America the two hundred and fifth. 



Insert 

In these times of econanic hardship and budget restriction every citizen should 

be aware that showing our gratitude-wiii-fflke-~e---- to the Vietnam Vet will 

take more than :fe leaving it up to the Federal government to provide money 

and programs. Each of us must do his or her part in reaching out in a 

personal way to these brave men and wanen. This recognition will mean much me't:'e 

to the Vietnam Veterans who never recieved the thanks they deserved when they 

originally returned hane from ·war. 



(Rohrabacher/KK ) April 16, 1 981 
Final Draft 

PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMAT ION - NATIONAL DAY OF RECOGNITION FOR 
VETERANS OF THE VIETNAM ERA 

, The decade which has come to be known as the Vietnam 

era was a time of trial for our Nation. Nearly every citizen 

was touched in some way by the war in Southeast Asia. 

As in all wars, the brunt of the conflict was borne by 

the almost nine million soldiers, sailors, airmen, and 

marines who served in our Armed Forces during that time, 

particularly the millions who saw duty in Vietnam. (it is 
13 t 'I ¢+-I 9 

=ee--i--at::c to do anytl-ling fo~ the 57,000 who died during the 

Vietnam war,~ we have among us millions of veterans who 

have yet to receive the full measure of thanks for having 

accepted the call to arms when such service was not popular 
df 1'/liS'l.. 

with all Americans. More than 300,000 were wounded in 
/\ . 

_s..,__f+~f' ,' '\.-J 
Vietnam; many~ those 1-liet , S ~fcrcd permanent disabilities. 

The cold statistics are empty, however, unless we keep 

in mind the individual and personal drama which accompanies 

each Vietnam-era veteran and casualty. Much has been said 

about the sacrifice made by those who served, but full 

recognition of the Nation's debt of gratitude to them is 

long overdue. 

Our first national commemoration of the Vietnam-era 

veteran was in 1974, when Vietnam Veterans Day was proclaimed 

pursuant to a Joint Resolution of the Congress. I believe 
A <;.A i ,j 

it is appropriate BO ooMinuo to recognize and commemorate 
. A 

those men and women who did their duty in a time of crisis. 
1 .J' ({ C> " t 

No one should doubt the nobility of thev~~rifice they made. 
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By their demonstrations of loyalty and courage, Vietnam 

veterans have earned our esteem. A recent survey revealed 

that the American public overwhelmingly admires the Vietnam-

era veteran. Certainly, those veterans who suffer from 

physical 

all 

and psychic aftereffects can look to their fel low 
V-1\..,,t~ .. Ph---J..~-:, ~ w, • 

for a helfflng hand . In the immortal words of 

and for 

may achieve and cherish 

the work we are in; to 

for him who shall have 

and his orphan -- to do 

t, and a lasting 

pea e, among ourselves, and with all natio ~ 
In honor of those who deserve the profound gratitude of 

their countrymen, the Congress, by Joint Resolution, has 

requested the President to issue a proclamation designating 

Sunday, April 26, 1981 , as a National Day of Recognition for 

Veterans of the Vietnam Era. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the 

United States of America, call upon all Americans, and upon 

patriotic and civic organizations, to observe Sunday, April 26, 

1981, as a National Day of Recognition for Veterans of the 

Vietnam Era. I urge my fellow citizens to observe such day 

with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities 

dedicated to those issues of concern to Vietnam veterans. 

I call upon officials of the Government to display the 

flag of the United States on all Government buildings and 

grounds on that day in testimony of our respect for the 

contributions of Vietnam veterans. 
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IN WITNES S WHEREOF , I have hereunto set my hand this 

day of in the year of our Lord 

nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independence of 

the United States of America the two hundred and fifth. 



(Rohrabacher/KK) April 16, 1981 
Final Draft 

PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATI ON - NATIONAL DAY OF RECOGNITION FOR 
VETERANS OF THE VIETNAM ERA 

, The decade which has come to be known as the Vietnam 

era was a time of trial for our Nation. Nearly every citizen 

was touched in some way by the war in Southeast Asia. 

As in all wars, the brunt of the conflict was borne by 

the almost nine million soldiers, sailors, airmen, and 

marines who served in our Armed Forces during that time, 

particularly the millions who saw duty in Vietnam. It is 

too late to do anything for the 57,000 who died during the 

Vietnam war, but we have among us millions of veterans who 

have yet to receive the full measure of thanks for having 

accepted the call to arms when such service was not popular 

with all Americans. More than 300,000 were wounded in 

Vietnam; many of these have suffered permanent disabilities. 

The cold statistics are empty, however, unless we keep 

in mind the individual and personal drama which accompanies 

each Vietnam-era veteran and casualty . Much has been s aid 

about the sacrifice made by those who served, but full 

recognition of the Nation's debt of gratitude to them is 

long overdue. 

Our first national commemoration of the Vietnam-era 

veteran was in 1974, when Vietnam Veterans Day was proclaimed 

pursuant to a Joint Resolution of the Congress. I believe 

it is appropriate to continue to recognize and commemorate 

those men and women who did their duty in a time of crisis. 

No one should doubt the nobility of the sacrifice they made . 
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By their demonstrations of loyalty and courage, Vietnam 

veterans have earned our esteem. A recent survey revealed 

that the American public overwhelmingly admires the Vietnam­

era veteran. Certainly, those veterans who suffer from 

physical and psychic aftereffects can look to their fellow 

citizens for a helping hand. In the immortal words of 

Lincoln, "Let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to 

bind up the nation's wounds; to care for him who shall have 

borne the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan - - to do 

all which may achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting 

peace, among ourselves, and with all nations." 

In honor of those who deserve the profound gratitude of 

their countrymen, the Congress, by Joint Resolution, has 

requested the President to issue a proclamation designating 

Sunday, Apri l 26, 1981, as a National Day of Recognition for 

Veterans o f the Vietnam Era. 

NOW , THEREFORE , I, RONALD REAGAN , President of the 

United States of America, call upon all Americans, and upon 

patriotic and civic organizations, to observ e Sunday, Apri l 26, 

1981 , as a National Day of Recognition for Veterans of the 

Vietnam Era . I urge my fellow citizens to observe such day 

with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities 

dedicated to those issues of concern to Vietnam veterans. 

I call upon o ffi cials of the Government to display the 

flag of the United States on all Government buildings and 

grounds on that day in testimony of our respect for the 

contributions of Vietnam veterans. 
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I N WITNESS WHEREOF , I have hereun t o s e t my hand this 

day of , in the year of our Lord 

n i neteen hundred and eighty -one, and of the Independence of 

the United States of America the two hundred and fifth. 



(Rohrabacher/KK) April ~ , 1981 

~ 
PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION - NATIONALARECOGNITION ~ FOR 

VETERANS O~ IETNAM ERA r l!:!f!"-

The decade which has come to be known as the Vietnam 

era was a time of trial for our Nation. Nearly every citizen 

was touched in some way by the war in Southeast Asia. 

As in all wars, the brunt of the conflict was borne by 
(M~ 

the wore 5RnR nine million soldiers, sailors, airmen, and 

marines who served in our Armed Forces during that time, 

particularly the millions who saw duty in Vietnam. It is 

too late to do anything for the 57,000 who died during the 

Vietnam war, but we have among us millions of veterans who 

have yet to receive the full measure of thanks f or having 

accepted the call to arms when such service was not popular 

with all Americans. More than 300,000 were wounded in 

Vietnam; many of these have suffered permanent disabilities. 

The cold statistics are empty , however, unless we keep 

in mind the individual and personal drama which accompanies 

each Vietnam-era veteran and casualty. Much ha s been said 

about the sacrifice made by those who served, but fu ll 

recognition of the Nation's debt of gratitude to them is 

long overdue. 

Our fir st national commemoration of the Vietnam-era 

veteran was in 1974, when Vietnam Veterans Day was proclaimed 

pursuant to a Joint Resolution of the Congress. I believe 

it is appropriate to continue to recognize and commemorate 

those men and women who did their duty in a time of crisis. 

No one s hou ld doubt the nobility of the sacri fice they made . 
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By their demonstrations of loyalty and courage, Vietnam 

veterans have earned our esteem. A recent survey revealed 

that the American public overwhelmingly admires the Vietnam-

era veteran. Certainly, those veterans who suffer from 

physical and psychic aftereffects can look to their fellow 

citizens for a helping hand. In the immortal words of 

Lincoln, "Let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to 

bind up the nation's wounds; to care for him who shall have 

borne the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan -- to do 

all which may achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting 

peace, among ourselves, and with all nations." 

In honor of those who deserve the profound gratitude of 

their countrymen, the Congress, by Joint Resolution, has 

requested the President 

Sunday, April 26, 1981, 

to issue a proclamation designating 
().. Duk o1-

as AN at ion a 1 ,.._ "F.. e cognition ~ for 

Veterans of the Vietnam Era .. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the 

United States of America, call upon all Americans, and upon 

patriotic and civic ~ ganizations, to observe Sunday, April 26, 

1 
Q_ . bv..¢ . . 

981, asANational~ Recognition ~ for Veterans of the 

Vietnam Era. I urge my fellow citizens to observe such day 

with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities 

dedicated to those issues of concern to Vietnam veterans. 

I call upon officials of the Government to display the 

flag of the United States on all Government buildings and 

grounds on that day in testimony of our respect for the 

contributions of Vietnam veterans. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 

day of , in the year of our Lord 

nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independence of 

the United States of America the two hundred and fifth. 



Research: 

Please check to see if Lincoln quo~e in Veterans 

proclamation has been used in past VEterans Day proclamation 

or other Vientam Era proclamations . 



(Rohrabacher/KK ) ~ - April 15, 1981 

PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION - NATIONAL RECOGNITION DAY FOR 
VETERANS OF VIETNAM ERA, 1981 

The decade which has come to be known as the Vietnam 

era was a time of trial for our Nation. Nearly every citizen 

was touched in some way by the war in Southeast Asia. 

As in all wars, the brunt of the conflict was borne by 
alt'N)S 

the~~ nine million soldiers, sailors, airmen, and 

marines who served in our Armed Forces during that time, 

particularly the millions who saw duty in Vietnam. It is 

too late to do anything for the 57,000 who died during the 

Vietnam war, but we have among us millions of veterans who 

have yet to receive the full measure of thanks f or having 

accepted the call to arms when such service was not popular 

with all Americans. More than 300,000 were wounded in 

Vietnam; many of these have suffered permanent disabilities. 

The cold statistics are empty, however, unless we keep 

in mind the individual and personal drama which accompanie s 

each Vietnam-era veteran and casualty. Much has been said 

about the sacrifice made by those who served, but full 

recognition of the Nation's debt of gratitude to them is 

long overdue. 

Our fir st national commemoration of the Vietnam-era 

veteran was in 1974, when Vietnam Veterans Day was proclaimed 

pursuant to a Joint Resolution of the Congre ss. I believe 

it is appropriate to continue to recognize and commemorate 

those men and women who did their duty in a time of crisis. 

No one should doubt the nobility of the sacrifice they made. 
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By their demonstrations of loyalty and courage, Vietnam 

veterans have earned our esteem. A recent survey revealed 

that the American public overwhelmingly admires the Vietnam­

era veteran. Certainly, those veterans who suffer from 

physical and psychic aftereffects can look to their fellow 

citizens for a helping hand. In the immortal words of 

Lincoln, "Let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to 

bind up the nation's wounds; to care for him who shall have 

borne the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan -- to do 

all which may achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting 

peace, among ourselves, and with all nations." 

In honor of those who deserve the profound gratitude of 

their countrymen, the Congress, by Joint Resolution, has 

requested the 'President to issue a proclamation designating 

Sunday, April 26, 1981, as National Recognition Day for 

Veterans of the Vietnam Era .. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the 

United States of America, call upon all Americans, and upon 

patriotic and civic organizations, to observe Sunday, April 26, 

1 98 1, as National Recognit i on Day f or Veterans of t he 

Vi etnam Era. I urge my fellow citizens to observe such day 

with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities 

dedicated to those issues of concern to Vietnam veterans. 

I call upon officials of the Government to display the 

flag of the United States on all Government buildings and 

grounds on that day in testimony of our r espect f or the 

contributions of Vietnam veterans. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 

day of , in the year of our Lord 

nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independence of 

the United States of America the two hundred and fifth. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release April 15, 1981 

The President signed yesterday S.J. Resolution 182, National 
Recognition Day for Vietnam Era Veterans. 



, 

(Rol{ra,bacher /KK) April 15, 1981 
/ 

PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION - NATI ONAL RECOGNITION DAY FOR 
VETERANS OF VIETNAM ERA, 1981 

The decade which has come to be known as the Vietnam 

era was a time of trial for our Nation. Nearly every citizen 

was touched in some way by the war in Southeast Asia. 

As in all wars, the brunt of the conflict was borne by 

the more than nine million soldiers, sailors, airmen, and 

marines who served in our Armed Forces during that time, 

particularly the millions who saw duty in Vietnam. It is 

too late to do anything for the 57,000 who died during the 

Vietnam war, but we have among us millions of veterans who 

have yet to receive the full measure of thanks for having 

accepted the call to arms when such service was not popular 

with all Americans. More than 300,000 were wounded in 

Vietnam; many of these have suffered permanent disabilities. 

The cold statistics are empty, however, unless we keep 

in mind the individual and personal drama which accompanies 

each Vietnam-era veteran and casualty. Much has been said 

about the sacrifice made by those who served, but full 

recognition of the Nation's debt of gratitude to them is 

long overdue. 

Our first national commemoration of the Vietnam-era 

veteran was in 1974, when Vietnam Veterans Day was proclaimed 

pursuant to a Joint Resolution of the Congress. I believe 

it is appropriate to continue to recognize and commemorate 

those men arid women who did their duty in a time of crisis. 

No one should doubt the nobility of the sacrifice they made. 
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By their demonstrations of loyalty and courage, Vietnam 

veterans have earned our esteem. A recent survey revealed 

that the American public overwhelmingly admires the Vietnam­

era veteran. Certainly, those veterans who suffer from 

physical and psychic aftereffects can look to their fellow 

citizens for a helping hand. In the immortal words of 

Lincoln, "Let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to 

bind up the nation's wounds; to care for him who shall have 

borne the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan -- to do 

all which may achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting 

peace, among ourselves, and with all nations." 

In honor of those who deserve the profound gratitude of 

their countrymen, the Congress, by Joint Resolution, has 

requested the President to issue a proclamation designating 

Sunday, April 26, 1981, as National Recognition Day for 

Veterans of the Vietnam Era .. 

NOW, THEREFORE , I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the 

United States of America, call upon all Americans, and upon 

patriotic and civic organizations, to observe Sunday, April 26, 

1981 , as National Recognition Day for Veterans of the 

Vietnam Era . I urge my fellow citizens to observe such day 

with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities 

dedicated to those issues of concern to Vietnam veterans. 

I call upon officials of the Government to display the 

flag of the United States on all Government buildings and 

grounds on that day in testimony of our respect for the 

contributions of Vietnam veterans. 
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IN WITNES S WHEREOF , I have hereunto set my hand this 

day of , in the year of our Lord 

nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independence of 

the United States of America the two hundred and fifth. 



(Rohrabacher/KK) April 15, 1981 

PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION - NATIONAL RECOGNITION DAY FOR 
VETERANS OF VIETNAM ERA, 1981 

The decade which has come to be known as the Vietnam 

era was a time of trial for our Nation. Nearly every citizen 

was touched in some way by the war in Southeast Asia. 

As in all wars, the brunt of the conflict was borne by 

the more than nine million soldiers, sailors, airmen, and 

marines who served in our Armed Forces during that time, 

particularly the millions who saw duty in Vietnam. It is 

too late to do anything for the 57,000 who died during the 

Vietnam war, but we have among us millions of veterans who 

have yet to receive the full measure of thanks for having 

accepted the call to arms when such service was not popular 

with all Americans. More than 300,000 were wounded in 

Vietnam; many of these have suffered permanent disabilities. 

The cold statistics are empty, however, unless we keep 

in mind the individual and personal drama which accompanies 

each Vietnam-era veteran and casualty. Much has been said 

about the sacrifice made by those who served, but full 

recognition of the Nation's debt of gratitude to them is 

long overdue. 

Our first national commemoration of the Vietnam-era 

veteran was in 1974, when Vietnam Veterans Day was proclaimed 

pursuant to a Joint Resolution of the Congress. I believe 

it is appropriate to continue to recognize and commemorate 

those men and women who did their duty in a time of crisis. 

No one should doubt the nobility of the sacrifice they made. 
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By their demonstrations of loyalty and courage, Vietnam 

veterans have earned our esteem. A recent survey revealed 

that the American public overwhelmingly admires the Vietnam­

era veteran. Certainly, those veterans who suffer from 

physical and psychic aftereffects can look to their fellow 

citizens for a helping hand. In the immortal words of 

Lincoln, "Let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to 

bind up the nation's wounds; to care for him who shall have 

borne the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan -- to do 

all which may achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting 

peace, among ourselves, and with all nations." 

In honor of those who deserve the profound gratitude of 

their countrymen, the Congress, by Joint Resolution, has 

requested the President to issue a proclamation designating 

Sunday, April 26, 1981, as National Recognition Day for 

Veterans of the Vietnam Era. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the 

United States of America, call upon all Americans, and upon 

patriotic and civic organizations, to observe Sunday, April 26, 

1981, as National Recognition Day for Veterans of the 

Vietnam Era. I urge my fellow citizens to observe such day 

with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities 

dedicated to those issues of concern to Vietnam veterans. 

I call upon officials of the Government to display the 

flag of the United States on all Government buildings and 

grounds on that day in testimony of our respect for the 

contributions of Vietnam veterans. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 

day of , in the year of our Lord 

nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independence of 

the United States of America the two hundred and fifth. 



( Rohra.,bacher) April 13, 1981 
First Draft 

/ 

PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMAT ION - NATIONAL RECOGNITION DAY FOR 
VETERANS OF VIETNAM ERA, 1981 

The decade which has come to be known as the Vietnam 

era was a time of trial for our Nation. Nearly every citizen 

was touched in some way by the war in Southeast Asia. 

As in all wars, the brunt of the conflict was borne 

by the more than nine million soldiers, sailors, airmen, 

and marines who served in our Armed Forces during that time, 

particularly the several millionf ~ -who saw duty 

in Vietnam. It is too late to do anything ~ e for the 

57,000 who died during the Vietnam war, but we have among us 

millions of veterans who have yet to receive the full measure 

of thanks for having accepted the call to arms when ~uch 

service was not popular with all Americans . More th 
~ 

were wounded in Vietnam; many of these w4-H 
• ~~~~ 

suffer disabilit 7' 

The cold statistics are e mpty, however, unless we keep 

in mind the individual and personal drama which accompanies 

each Vietnam-era veteran and casualty. Much has been said 

a bout t he sacrifice made by those who served, but full 

recognition of the Nation's debt of gratitude to them is long 

overdue. 

Our first national commemoration of the Vietnam-era 

veteran was in 1974, when Vietnam Veterans Day was proclaimed 

pursuant to a Joint Resolution of the Congress. I believe 

it is appropriate to continue to recognize and commemorate 

those men and women who did their duty in a time of crisis. 
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And IJhilc s oroe qn~stion the war i n which they toctg'irt.,. no one --
should doubt the nobility of the sacrifice they made. 

By their demonstrations of loyalty and courage, Vietnam 

veterans have earned our esteem. A recent survey revealed 

that the American public overwhelmingly admires the Vietnam-

era veteran. Certainly, those veterans who suffer from physical 

and psychic aftereffects can look to their fellow citizens 

for a helping hand. In the immortal words of Lincoln, "Let 

us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the 

nation's wounds; to care for him who shall have borne the 

battle, and for his widow, and his orphan -- to do all which 

may achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting peace, among ourselves, 

and with all nations." 

In honor of those who deserve the profound gratitude of 

their countrymen, the Congress, by Joint Re solution, has 

r e ques t ed the Pr eside nt to issue a proclamtion designating 

Sunday, April 26, 1981, as National Recognition Day for Veterans 

of the Vietnam Era. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 

St a t es o f Amer ica, call up on a l l Americans, and upon patriotic 

and civic organizations, to observe Sunday, April 26, 1981, as 

National Recognition Day for Veterans of the Vietnam Era. I 

urge my fellow citizens to observe such day with appropriate 

programs, ceremonies, and activities dedicated to those issues 

of concern to Vietnam veterans. 

I call upon officials of the Gov ernment to display the 

flag of the United States on all Government buildings and grounds 
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on that day in testimony of our respect for the contributions 

of Vietnam veterans . 

IN h'ITNESS WHEREOF , I have hereunto set my hand this 

day of , in the year of our Lord 

nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independence of 

the United States of America the two hundred and fifth. 



(Rohrabacher) April 13, 1981 
First Draft 

PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION - NATIONAL RECOGNITION DAY FOR 
VETERANS OF VIETNAM ERA, 1981 

The decade which has come to be known as the Vietnam 

era was a time of trial for our Nation. Nearly every citizen 

was touched in some way by the war in Southeast Asia. 

As in all wars, the brunt of the conflict was borne 

by the more than nine million soldiers, sailors, airmen, 

and marines who served in our Armed Forces during that time, 

particularly the several million men and women who saw duty 

in Vietnam. It is too late to do anything tangible for the 

57,000 who died during the Vietnam war, but we have among us 

millions of veterans who have yet to receive the full measure 

of thanks for having accepted the call to arms when such 

service was not popular with all Americans. More than 300,000 

were wounded in Vietnam; many of these will suffer disability 

for the rest of their lives. 

The cold statistics are empty, however, unless we keep 

in mind the individual and personal drama which accompanies 

each Vietnam-era veteran and casualty. Much has been said 

about the sacrifice made by those who served, but full 

recognition of the Nation's debt of gratitude to them is long 

overdue. 

Our first national commemoration of the Vietnam-era 

veteran was in 1974, when Vietnam Veterans Day was proclaimed 

pursuant to a Joint Resolution of the Congress. I believe 

it is appropriate to continue to recognize and commemorate 

those men and women who did their duty in a time of crisis. 
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And while some question the war in which they fought, no one 

should doubt the nobility of the sacrifice they made. 

By their demonstrations of loyalty and courage, Vietnam 

veterans have earned our esteem. A recent survey revealed 

that the American public overwhelmingly admires the Vietnam-

era veteran. Certainly, those veterans who suffer from physical 

and psychic aftereffects can look to their fellow citizens 

for a helping hand. In the immortal words of Lincoln, "Let 

us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the 

nation's wounds; to care for him who shall have borne the 

battle, and for his widow, and his orphan -- to do all which 

may achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting peace, among ourselves, 

and with all nations." 

In honor of those who deserve the profound gratitude of 

their countrymen, the Congress, by Joint Resolution, has 

requested the President to issue a proclamtion designating 

Sunday, April 26, 1981, as National Recognition Day for Veterans 

of the Vietnam Era. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 

States of America, call upon all Americans, and upon patriotic 

and civic organizations, to observe Sunday, April 26, 1981, as 

National Recognition Day for Veterans of the Vietnam Era. I 

urge my fellow citizens to observe such day with appropriate 

programs, ceremonies, and activities dedicated to those issues 

of concern to Vietnam veterans. 

I call upon officials of the Government to display the 

flag of the United States on all Government buildings and grounds 
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on that day in testimony of our respect for the contributions 

of Vietnam veterans. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 

day of , in the year of our Lord 

nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independence of 

the United States of America the two hundred and fifth. 
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DATE: __ 4;:.L/-=l:....;;OCL./-=8-=l'-__ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Document No. 000656SS ( add-on) 

STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: _ ____;;;.,j4/:.....:l;;;..;7_._/....;;;;.8-=l--

SUBJECT: National Recognition Day for Veterans of the Vietnam Era 

ACTION FYI '. ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ JAMES □ □ 

MEESE □ □ MURPHY □ □ 

BAKER □ □ NOFZIGER □ □ 

DEAVER □ □ WEIDENBAUM □ □ 

STOCKMAN □ □ CANZERI □ □ 

ALLEN □ □ FULLER (For Cabinet) □ □ 

ANDERSON □ □ HICKEY □ □ 

BRADY □ □ HODSOLL □ □ 

DOLE □ □ MCCOY □ □ 

FIELDING □ □ WILLIAMSON □ □ 

FRIEDERSDORF □ □ Khachigian ~ □ 

GARRICK □ □ □ □ 

GERGEN D D D D 

HARPER D D D D 

Remarks: A draft proclamation prepared by the Veterans Administration was 
sent to you for editing, concurrently with review by White House 
staff offices. The attached mark-up reflects comments received, 
which you may want to take into account in preparing the final text. 

Ri-fut-ata1b.Vbarth'anke for 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
(x-2702) 



NATIONAL RECOGNITION DAY FOR VETERANS OF THE VIETNAM ERA 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

The decade which ha s come to be known as the Vi e tnam 

era was ~ e fraught with tmcert.sinty, d.jd;oorGl., disillas i or r= 

~ a time of trial for our Nation ~ a riearly every citizen 
.... 

was touched in some way by ,%he Lranma=a.s:S:<i>eiated wi~ 
? rf~ ~,11't_ ,,.,J J6V'7tv" i-n-:- ~~~-

ce:n f lic t . 
~ ~ co..Jfc.rr:r 

As in all wars, the brunt of .:e.-h± s k dURhiil was borne by 
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the more than nine million soldiers, sailors, .f.l,iQ~8, and 

marin~s who served in our Armed Forces during t ~ i-!!'etl 
~ \,,¢,.~ ~~ """,t.. ,,.\ 

c-8 La tes----fuvol v mMmt i r'f""" he-a s is.i- , par ticularly the 

s e veral million me n and women who s aw du t y in Vi e t nam. It 

is too late to do any thing tangible for the 57,000 who died 

~ °"""' dur i ng the war, but we have among us million s o f ve t e r ans 
,--... 

who have yet to receive the full measure o f thank s f or ~ 

havi n g accepted the c a ll to arms ~ tre when s uc h s ervic e 

wa s not popular wi th a ll Americans. More t ha;;i,. 30 0 , 000 were 
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The~ cold statistics r- ~®we eoo~ are empty unl e ss we 
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keep in mind th~-4:"asl f l-0 ; ~ l.e.ea s~ which accompanies -each Vietnam era veteran and casualty. Much has ~ --now been 

said about the p.ex so~ l sacrifice made by those who s erved, 

but full recognition of the Nation's debt of gratitude to 

them is long overdue. 

Our first national commemoration of the Vietnam era 

ve t e r a n ~a s in 1974, whe n Vietnam Veterans Day was proc l aime d 

pur suant to a Joint Resolution of the Congress. I be lieve 



it is appropriate to continue to r~cognize and c ~~e~orate 
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d emonstration~ of loyalty and courage, · earned A 
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recent survey revealed that the American public overwhelmingly 

admires the Vietnam era veteran. Certainly, those veterans 

who suffer from physical and psychic aftereffects @f suc.h 

s.ew;:1r.i! e can look to their fellow citizens for a helping 

hand. In the immortal words o f Lincoln, "let us strive on 

to f~nish the work we are in; to bind up the nation's wounds; 

to care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his 

widow , and his orphan--to do all which may achieve and 

che rish a just and lasting peace among ourselve s , and with 

all nations. " 

In honor of those who deserve the profound gratitude of 

the ir countryme n, the Congress, by Joint Resolution, has 

requested the Presiden t to issue a proclamation d esignating 

Sunday , April 26, 1981 , as National Re cognition Day f or 

Veterans of the Vi e tnam Era. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, _RONALD REAGAN, President of the 

United States of America, call upon all Americans, and upon 

patriotic and civic organizations, to observe Sunday, 

April 26, 1981, as National Recognition Day for Veterans of 

the Vietnam Era. I urge my fellow citizens to observe such 

day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities / 

e ncluding a w9@k of Sy-mf>e--sia hearings and oonferefte""C'""s- 'bt-l"l-t-~ 

oonduoted :tTl Washington , Distt :tc t of CcrJ:crmbw ~~ ·~:i;-4c--1..1-­

April 3g dedicated to those issues of concern to Vietnam 

veterans. 

,· 
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I call upon officials of the Government to display the 

flag of the United States on all Government buildings and 

grounds on that day in testimony of our respect for the 

contributions of Vietnam veterans . 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 

day of , in the year of our Lord 

nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independence of 

the United States of America the two hundred and fifth. 
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DATE: April 6, 1981 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

I 

\ 
Document No. _o_o_o_6_5_6_s_s __ _ 

STAFFING MEMORANDUM • 

ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: APRIL 17, 1981 

SUBJECT: National Recognition Day for Veterans of the Vietnam Era 

ACTION FYI '. ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT D D JAMES D D 

MEESE D D 

BAKER D D 

MURPHY D D 

NOFZIGER X D 

DEAVER D D WEIDENBAUM D D 

STOCKMAN D D CANZERI D D 

ALLEN ~ D FULLER (For Cabinet) D D 

ANDERSON )< D HICKEY D D 

BRADY D D HODSOLL -□ D 

DOLE X D MCCOY D D 

FIELDING ~ D WILLIAMSON 

FRIEDERSDORF )( D KHACHIGIAN 

GARRICK D D 

GERGEN D D D D 

HARPER D D D D 

Remarks: 

Because of the short time schedule, I am asking for comments on the 
VA dr~ft of this proclamation, before the speechwriters have completed 
their editing. 

Please provide views to me and, if appropriate, also to Ken Khachigian, 
by COB, APRIL 17. 

Richard G. Dann an 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
(x-2702) 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESf DENT 

GENERAL COUNSEL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

I 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON , D.C. 20503 

April 6, 1981 

RICHARD DARMAN 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 

WILLIAM Ml~~ 

NATIONAL RECOGNITION DAY FOR VETERANS 
OF THE VIETNAM ERA 

By House Joint Resolution 182, the President is requested to 
designate Sunday, April 26, 1981, as National Recognition 
Day for Veterans of the Vietnam Era. 

The attached proposed proclamation was drafted at our 
request by the Veterans Administration and retyped in this 
office as to format and to reflect minor editorial changes. 

The proposed proclamation has the approval of the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. 



NATIONAL RECOGNITION DAY FOR VETERANS OF THE VIETNAM ERA 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

The decade which has come to be known as the Vietnam 

era was one fraught with uncertainty, discord, disillusion­

ment, and frustration over a distant and unpopular war. It 

was a time of trial for our Nation, and nearly every citizen 

was touched in some way by the trauma associated with that 

conflict. 

As in all wars, the brunt df this trauma was borne by 

the more than nine million soldiers, sailors, fliers, and 

marines who served in our Armed Forces during the United 

States involvement in Southeast Asia, particularly the 

several million men and women who saw duty in Vietnam. It 

is too late to do anything tangible for the 57,000 who died 

during the war, but we have among us millions of veterans 

who have yet ·to receive the full measure of thanks for their 

having accepted the call to arms at a time when such service 

was not popular w1th all Americans. More than 300,000 were 

wounded in the Vietnam theater, and many will bear resultant 

disabilities for the rest of their lives. 

These cold statistics, however, are empty unless we 

keep in mind the real flesh-and-blood story which accompanies 

each Vietnam era veteran and casualty. Much has by now been 

said about the personal sacrifice made by those who served, 

but full recognition of the Nation's debt of gratitude to 

them i s long overdue. 

Our first national c ommemor atio n of the Vie tnam era 

veteran was i n 197 4 , whe n Vietna m Veterans Da y was p rocl a i med 

pur s ua n t t o a Jo i n t Re s o lu t ion o f t he Cong r e ss. I be lie ve 
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it is appropriate to continue to recognize and commemorate 

those men and women .who did their duty in a noble effort rto 

preserve the peace we all now enjoy. I 

\ 
We acknowledge America's sense of ambivalence toward 

the Vietnam war. More importantly, however, we recognize 

2 

that those who participated in the conflict have, by their 

demonstration of loyalty and courage, earned our esteem. 'A 

recent survey revealed that the American public overwhelmingly 

admires the Vietnam era veteran. Certainly, those veterans 

who suffer from physical and psychic aftereffects of such 

service can look to their fellow citizens for a helping 

hand. In the immortal words of Lincoln, "let us strive on 

t 'o finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation's wounds; 

to care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his 

widow, and his orphan--to do all which may achieve and 

cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves, and with 

all nations." 

In honor of those who deserve the profound gratitude of 

their countrymen, the Congress, by Joint Resolution, has 

requested the President to issue a proclamation designating 

Sunday, April 26, 1981, as National Recognition Day for 

Veterans of the Vietnam Era. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the 

United States of America, call upon all Americans, and upon 

patriotic and civic organizations, to observe Sunday, 

April 26, 1981, as National Recognition Day for Veterans of 

the Vietnam Era. I urge my fellow citizens to observe such 

day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities, 

including a week of symposia h~arings and conferences to be 

conducted in Washing ton, District of Columbia, prior to 

April 26 , dedicated to those issues of concern to Vietnam 

ve t erans . 



I call upon officials of the Government to display the 
1 

flag of the United States on all Government buildings and 

grounds on that day in testimony of our respect for the 
I 
\ 

contributions of Vietnam veterans. 
I 

\ 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 

day of , in the year of our Lorq 

nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the Independence of 

the United States of America the two hundred and fifth. 




