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For Immediate Release 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 
AT THE 

November 10, 1981 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF VIETNAM VETERANS LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 

The Rose Garden 

11:48 A.M. EST 

THE PRESIDENT: On this eve of Veterans Day of 1981 we 
need to inaugurate a program that's aimed at helping a group of Veterans 
who have never received the thanks they deserved for their ext:1:aordinary 
courage and dedication. A long dragged-out tragedy, Vietnam, divided 
our nation and damaged America's self-image, and part of that tragedy, 
a major part, was the sacrifice by men who fought as bravely as any 
American fighting men have ever fought. Millions of young Americans, 
when they were called upon, did their duty and demonstrated courage and 
dedication in the finest tradition of the P..merican Military in a war 
they were not allowed to win. 

I want to express appreciation on behalf of all Americans 
to these Veterans who are here today, not only for their service during 
the war but for their continued voluntary service to their comrades in 
arms and to the nation. Contrary to an unjust stereotype, the vast 
majority of Vietnam Veterans readjusted quickly after returning from 
Southeast Asia. And many of these fine young people here succeeded and 
excelled in their post-:-war endeavors. Those here with us today are 
outstanding examples of this fact. 

At the same time, however, there are those who found it 
difficult to come to grips with problems that can be traced to their 
war-time experiences. The Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program is designed 
to draw volunteers from the pool of successful Vietnam Veterans in order 
to provide guidance for those with lingering problems. This volunteer, 
self-help program is within the spirit of camaraderie that has characterized 
American Veterans of _every war. And it's even more important for those 
who have fought in Vietnam. 

Those of you who will be doing their part to make this 
program a success deserve a special thanks. I hope that every American 
will follow your example and reach out individually to extend a helping 
hand where needed to all our fine Vietnam Veterans. Recognition and 
appreciation for all they went through is long overdue. 

We should always remember that in a hostile world a nation's 
future is only as certain as the devotion of its defenders, and the nation 
-must be as loyal to them as they are to the nation. 

This program is one way of expressing our commitment not 
only to Vietnam Veterans but to all those who now serve our country in the 
Military. So, thanks to all of you for participating in this fine effort. 
I think you're going to find your fellow citizens will want to help. 

Now, Tom Pauken. 

END 11:51 A.M. EST 
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ON THE EVE OF VETs DAY 1981 WE MEET TO 
INAUGURATE A PROGRM AIMED AT HELPING A GROUP 
OF VETERANS WHO NEVER REC'D THE THANKS THEY 
DESERVED FOR THEIR EXTRAORDINARY COURAGE & 
DEDICATN. 

THE LONG) DRAGGED OUT TRAGEDY OF V,N, 
DIVIDED OUR NATN & DAMAGED AM's SELF-IMAGE. 
AND PART OF THAT TRAGEDY- A MAJOR PART- WAS 
THE SACRIFICE BY MEN WHO FOUGHT AS BRAVELY 
AS ANY AM, FIGHTING MEN HAVE EVER FOUGHT. 

MILs OF YNG AMs WHEN THEY WERE CALLED 
UPON DID THEIR DUTY & DEMONSTRATED COURAGE 
& DEDICATN IN THE FINEST TRADITION OF THE 
AM. MILITARY IN A WAR THEY WERE NOT 
ALLOWED TO WIN. 

I WANT TO XPRS APPRECIATN ON BEHALF 
OF ALL AMs TO THESE VETs HERE TODAY NOT 
ONLY FOR THEIR SERVICE DURING THE WAR BUT 
FOR THEIR CONTINUED VOLUNTARY SERVICE TO 
THEIR COMRADES IN ARMS & TO THE NATN. 
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CONTRARY TO AN UNJUST STEREOTYPE -THE VAST MAJORITY OF V.N. VETs READJUSTED 
QUICKLY AFTER RETURNING FROM S.E. ASIA. 
MANY OF THS FINE YNG P. HAVE SUCCEEDED & 
EXCELLED IN THEIR POST-WAR ENDEAVORS. 
THOSE HERE WITH US TODAY ARE OUTSTANDING 
EXAMPLES OF THIS FACT, 

AT THE SAME TIMEJ HOWEVERJ THERE ARE 
THOSE WHO HAVE FOUND IT DIFFICULT TO COME 
TO GRIPS WITH PROBLMS THAT CAN BE TRACED TO 
THEIR WAR-TIME EXPERIENCES. THE V.N. VETs 
LEADERSHP PROGRM IS DESIGNED TO DRAW 
VOLUNTEERS FROM THE POOL OF SUCCESSFUL 
V.N. VETs IN ORDER TO PROVIDE GUIDANCE FOR 
THOSE WITH LINGERING PROBLMS. 

THIS VOLUNTEER SELF-HELP PROGRM IS 
WITHIN THE SPIRIT OF COMRADERY THAT HAS 
CHARACTERIZED AM. VETs OF EVERY WAR & IT 
IS EVEN MORE IMPORTANT FOR THOSE WHO FOUGHT 
IN V.N. 
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THOSE OF U WHO WILL BE DOING YOUR PART 
TIT MAKE THIS PROGRM A SUCCESS DESERVE A 
SPECIAL THANKS. I HOPE THAT EVERY AM. WILL 
FOLLOW YOUR EXAMPLE & REACH OUT INDIVIDUALLY 
TO EXTEND A HELPING HAND WHERE NEEDED TO ALL 
OUR FINE V.N. VETs. RECOGNITION & 
APPRECIATN FOR ALL THEY WENT THRU IS 
LONG OV ERD UE. 

WE SHLD ALWYs REMEMBER THAT IN A 
HOSTILE WORLD A NATN's FUTURE IS ONLY AS 
CERTAIN AS THE DEVOTION OF ITS DEFENDERS­
AND THE NATN MUST BE AS LOYAL TO THEM AS 
THEY ARE TO THE NATN. THIS PROGRM IS ONE 
WAY OF EXPRESSING OUR COMMITMENT NOT ONLY 
TO V.N. VETs BUT ALL THOSE WHO NOW SERVE 
THEIR COUNTRY. THANKS TO ALL OF U FOR 
PARTICIPATING IN THIS FINE EFFORT. I THINK 
YOU'LL FIND YOUR FELLOW CITIZENS WILL WANT 
TO HELP. 



(Rohrabacher/TD/RR) 
November 10, 1981 

VIETNAM VETERANS LEADERSHIP PROGRAM, NOVEMBER 10, 1981 

On the eve of Veterans Day 1981 we meet to inaugurate a 

program aimed at helping a group of veterans who never 

received the thanks they deserved for their extraordinary 

courage and dedication. 

The long, dragged out tragedy of Vietnam divided our 

Nation and damaged America's self image. And part of 

that tragedy -- a major part -- was the sacrifice by 

men who fought as bravely as any American fighting men 

have ever fought. 

Millions of young Americans when they were called upon 

did their duty and demonstrated courage and dedication 

in the finest tradition of the American military in a 

war they were not allowed to win. 

I want to express appreciation on behalf of all Americans 

to these veterans here today not only for their service 

during the war but for their continued voluntary service 

to their comrades in arms and to the Nation. 

Contrary to an unjust stereotype the vast majority of 

Vietnam veterans readjusted quickly after returning 

from Southeast Asia. Many of these fine young people 
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have succeeded and excelled in their postwar endeavors. 

Those here with us today are outstanding examples of 

this fact. 

At the same time, however, there are those who have 

found it difficult to come to grips with problems that 

can be traced to their wartime experiences. The 

Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program is designed to draw 

volunteers from the pool of successful Vietnam veterans 

in order to provide guidance for those with lingering 

problems. 

This volunteer self-help program is within the spirit 

of comradery that has characterized American veterans 

of every war, and it is even more important for those 

who fought in Vietnam. 

Those of you who will be doing your part to make this 

program a success deserve a special thanks. I hope 

that every American will follow your example and reach 

out individually to extend a helping hand where needed 

to all our fine Vietnam veterans. Recognition and 

appreciation for all they went through is long overdue. 

We should always remember that in a hostile world a 

nation's future is only as certain as the devotion of 
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its defenders -- and the nation must be as loyal to them 

as they are to the nation. This program is one way of 

expressing our commitment not only to Vietnam vets but 

all those who now serve their country. Thanks to all 

of you for participating in this fine effort. I think 

you'll find your fellow citizens will want to help. 



(Rohrabacher/TD) 
November 9, 1981 

VIETNAM VETERANS LEADERSHIP PROGRAM, NOVEMBER 10, 1981 

, , , 
l ,'.., . .J. ,,__ ~ 

., 

I<t=is=-appropriate--th.a%- 6n the eve of Veterans Day 1981 

we meet fo inaugurate a program aimed at helping a 
\Al f:'O 

group of veterans tha~ never received the thanks they 

deserved for their extraordinary courage and dedication. 

_There-c:--is -::: no --need= to -re-i-t---e'f:--a-te ==the---=-tragedy- o-f_-_:.vie-t-4'.lam. 
~~-#•·_ ;_. ~ c" ,T ~ •✓- • .. ~~-J~--' 

Thi:s.. long, dragged out Southeast---A-s--i-an--cQn~---±::i:£-t divided 

-Y_e-"t- -·when =- e-a-±-1-ed-==upon , ..;.;_-there-::::wer-e 1"villions of young 
\. V../ P~-v --:-i:~:: y ~• .. : t -: :-,~-- Cl--:0....:...--J u :·~.v ./ 

Amer i cans--w.boaTat helr duty and demonstrated courage 

and dedication in the finest tradition of the Ameri can 

,- ,. r r ~ QO,, ~ ' · .. _ . -::___;,...~ -J:.. ~ J 
( (T.J ' ..t> ,; 1~._.µ, , - •• - - ...... ,, 
._...f __ ~ _:_- --- r-·------- ---

I want to express my appreciation\ to these veterans 
_ ·,.: ' - ~ 'v-- ~ t"("-(y ~ 

w±±h~us today\··for--their service during the war and for 
\ Ti<,ir~ U-'1', f )':l:) i I j A f<rs • .s t:::_:,• 
. --- ---~ their continued voluntary service to ·.--'tne Nation. 

;0 .-;- -t - ' ~- - -
_;;,--•-· t~~-"\ / ·-,... c . ...,. __ 1--J...;..J~ / ;._,.. _r,_j'---V'"':>~~ ~ 

-I-t---i s ':mpo r tant-: to- r-ec~-ni.z-e- t:h:a:t the vast majority of 

Vietnam veterans readjusted quickly after returning 

from Southeast Asia. 
_, } JLAJ..:,_ . J._,.)., q-- • 

of these fine young p eople - nave.-excelled in thei r +-- o--<;_• 

--
- J~ ' ~._'CL/""' ..:) __ 

e ndeavors. Those o.f=y-@u with us today are outstanding 

examples of this fact. 



Page 2 

-"-- .,,. ' 1 

I~~_,),,~_,__,,_,_ ._..___ : 

N~verthe~-ess, there are those who have found it difficult 

to come to grips with problems that can be traced to ~ ~ -
'--- .,) .. / J. ~ ·~•.._w->~ - . . , µ-iC;JJ. X-L• ... '-1(_ _:.J..ri---· , ' C --<<r ,.___- --...~ 

thei-!'."- ~i-tar_y-- s-ervice. The Vietnam Veterans Leadership 

Program is designed to draw volunteers from the pool of 
~...:r~ ~ ./ 

successful~ in order to provide guidance for those 

with lingering problems. 

This volunteer self-help program is within the spirit 
~_.c:'\~ \, ,..__;\.!' _: ......__. 

of br.other.ho·od that has characterized American veterans 
~- ..:_--:j-

of every war e S-uch~comrade~y is even more important 

for those who fought in Vietnam. 

Those of you who will be doing your part to make this 

program a success dese rve a spe cial thanks . ....- In --these 
----------- '\ 

-·-.:.:- ,/ J 
-time·s- of··- budget -res-t-r i.ctions all -o f us must be-' aware/ 

/ ---------- // / • ·_., ( / 
I ,, ..r .... _ -._ ........... I 

1 that showing our g~atitude .. to Vi e tnam v e t e r a ns, ,and / . . · . J 
.,/ / / • - ~ - • _ _,,,.,/..., I 

/ . - / . . • . . 
; helping those st~ll in n e ed,, will requ~ re more than 

! / / -~ -----------
L Gm,ernmen t _ tax_ doU.ars- can·-provid~ I hope that every 

American will follow your e~ample and r e ach out indi v idually 
l n, , 0 / ..__l.__ ...__ .c-·~ \. 

( /. ~ •_:_:,_,-.. I ..½-!::'t'--'-'~ _:_::..-- -./ 
t o e xte ncl- a 1 han2l_,-o:t::-a-p i3r-ecia tion ,-. and ,- -where -=. neede d. ,L.o.' 

hand -o-f- ass..i..s..t:ance to all our fine Vietnam v e terans. R1:cc.:,,.-,r; 1 r: .• · r.· 

-Amer--icans should always reme mber that in a hostile 

world a nation's future is only as certain as the d e votion 
6.:/,~ J'."--... j y _J_ -"'"';""?,- -- <:2,,.J-"-~ ,.._ .... ,~_./ 

of its so.1.-o..ieEs -- and ~ ½a ~ '-r...s~ :-i=:-f Y5e~oyal to the ls\ 
,~.<:. 1.r .:l,~F' f Tc r:+~-- f'- ~'- Ttc,· . 

na-t.:ion ....a..s....~e- -na j::io n~ s:::- 1-oy a..h.4:.o-=i::hem. This prog ram 
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is one way of expressing our commitment not only to 

Vietnam vets but all those who now serve their country. 

So thanks to all of you for participating in this 



(Rohrabacher/TD) 
November 9, 1981 

VIETNAM VETERANS LEADERSHI P PROGRAM, NOVEMBER 10, 1981 

It is appropriate that on the eve of Veterans Day 1981 

we meet to inaugurate a program aimed at helping a 

group of veterans that never received the thanks they 

deserved for their extraordinary courage and dedication. 

There is no need to reiterate the tragedy of Vietnam. 

This long , dragged out Southeast Asian conflict divided 

- our Nation and damaged America's s elf image . 

Yet when called upon, there were millions of young 

Americans who did thei r duty and demonstrated courage 

and dedication in the finest tradition of the American 

military. 

I want to express my appreciation to these veterans 

with us today for their service during the war and for 

their continued voluntary service to the Nation. 

It is important to recognize that the vast majority of 

Vietnam veterans readjusted quickly after returning 

from Southeast Asia. Contrary to the st~reotype, many 

of these fine young people have excelled in their 

endeavors. Those of you with us today are outstanding 

examples of this fact. 
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Neve rtheless, there are those who have found it difficult 

to come to grips with problems that can be traced to 

the ir military service. The Vietnam Veterans Leadership 

Program is designed to draw volunteers from the pool of 

successful vets in order to provide guidance for thos e 

with lingering problems. 

Thi s volunteer self-help program is within the spirit 

of brotherhood that ha s char acterize d American veterans 

of every war. Such comradery is eve n more important 

for thos e who fought in Vietnam. 

Those of you who will be doing your part to make this 

program a success deserve a special thanks. In these 

times of budget restrictions all of us must be aware 

that showing our gratitude to Vietnam veterans, and 

helping those still in need, will require more than 

Government tax dollars can provide. I hope that every 

American will follow your example and reach out individually 

to extend a hand of appreciation, and, where needed, a 

hand of assistance to all our fine Vietnam veterans. 

Americans should always remember that in a hostile 

world a nation's future is only as certain as the devotion 

of its soldiers -- and soldiers will be as loyal to the 

nation as the nation is loyal to them. This program 
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is one way of expressing our commitment not only to 

Vietnam vets but all those who now serve their country. 

So thanks to all o f you for participating in thi s 

fine effort. 



.. 

(Rohrabacher} 
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First Draft 

VIETNAM VETERANS LEADERSHIP, NOVEMBER 10, 1981 

It is appropriate that on the eve of Veterans Day 19 81 

we meet to inaugurate a program aimed at helping a 

group of veterans that never received the thanks they 

d eserved for a~.~ a,v<l ~ 

There is no need to reite r a te the tragedy of Vietnam. 
,,.,.,~ 

This long, dragged -out Southeas t Asian confl i ct tQJ:;e 

~ . 
tRe Nation a.pai;:.t and S-EA tcJ:y damaged America 's s elf 

image . 

Yet when called upon, there were millions o f young 

Americans who did their duty and demonstrated courage 

and dedication in the finest tradition of the American 

military. 

I want to express my appreciation to these veterans 

with us today for their service during the war and for 

their continued voluntary service to the Nation. 

It is important to recognize that the vast majority of 

Vietnam Veterans readjusted quickly after returning 

from Southeast Asia. Contrary to the stereotype, many 

of these fine young people have excelled in their 

endeavors. Those of you with us today are outstanding 

examples of this fact. 

ID 



Page 2 

Nevertheless, there are those who have found it difficult 

to come to grips with problems that can be traced to 

their military service. The Vietnam Veterans Leadership 

Program is designed to draw volunteers from the pool of 

successful Vets in order to provide guidance for those 

_ with lingering problems. 

This volunteer self-help programtis within keep'rn::h 

with the spirit of brotherhood that has characterized 

American Veterans of every war. Such comradery is even 

more i mportant for those who fought in Vietnam. 

Those of you who will be doing your part to make this 

program a success deserve a special thanks . In these 

times of budget restrictions all of us must be aware 

that showing our gratitude to Vietnam Veterans, and 

helping those still in need, will require more than 

Government tax dollars can provide. I hope that every 

American will follow your example and reach out individually 

to extend a hand of appreciation, and, where needed, a 

hand of assistance to all our fine Vietnam Veterans. 



~ ~ ~ ~ //2~'( 

v..: C, /4 ,...;t;.:L ~ (J. ,,.,..._,.,J-..,-:,, / ..J-..., 
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c-- c_ ~G~ \'I' R-. ~ c:::::: 
VETERANS LEADERSHII}f, NOVEMBER 10, 1981 

<="-. e__ c:::::_ c__ 
appropriate that on the eve of Veterans Day 19ffT 

· c=_ c:::_C2__ ~d h ~l meet to inaugura~e a program aime at e ping a 
<::::-, 

the thanks they 

C,_ - e__ --<-
a~emonstrated courage 

,_... __ ,. ~ 

'----tradition of the American 

c.-. 
I want to express my appreciation to these veterans 

with us today for their service during the war and for 

their continued voluntary service to the ~ation. 

It is ntant to recognize that the vast majority of 

~i~n&eran~ readjusted quickly after retuicning 

from Southeast Asia. Contrary to the stereotype, many 

of these fine young people have excelled in their 

endeavors. Those of you with us today are outstanding 

examples of this fact. 
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Nevertheless, there are those who have found it difficult 
.....___ 

{) to come to grips with problems that can be traced to 

,.~'-.o \ h . . 1 . . h ·e2.. r c:_ ~d . ~...,&1..V'7 .,jJ'ne1 t eir mi i tary service. T e Vietnmn Veterans Leadersfiip 
'k;__ ~j Co C-- c .. C. c.. c:::: ~ C? C? ~ 

('(\!,... '11> ~\\ I Program ~-s signed to. draw volunteers from the pool M 
G . ,. C . _c:::-_ C c:_ Q__ c::::;-_ ~ 

-f.,.r-
1 

$~ I J-\.- succe s·sf e s in order to provide guidance for those 
S 't '7 te f (} -1Jr utti> r -~--

' JI. P-t.~ . i,,i< / wi'"Eh lingeri-ng problems. 
10 it< J.11( 1 

w·· .)s } 

Y,'~-
~l\cps-4 
~\ - ") .... r.r:,:or. . 

~ 

~ 
This volunteer self-help programs is within keeping 

with the-~it of brotherhood that has characterize d 

Xmerica//~rans of eve ry war. Such comradery is even 

more im~ant for those who fought in V~etnam. 

RJcc$~ 
rJ P~:>r t~-

Ar,-,.c tP5 rrl f./ Those of you who will be doing your part to make this 
rr--9i .,... I u / I -· ~2:t.~~~ program a succe ss deserve a special thanks. In these 

~- time s of budget restrictions all of us must be aware 

that showing our gratitude to Sretn~ans, and 

helping those still in need, will require ~9re than 
C 
Government tax dollars can provide. I hope that every 

I 

Sifuer ican will follow your example and reach out individually 

to extend a hand of appre ciation, a~~whMeeded, a 

hand of assistance to all our fine Vietn~rans. 
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November 7, 1981 
First Draft 

VIETNAM VETERANS LEADERSHIP, NOVEMBER 10, 1981 

It is appropriate that on the eve of Veterans Day 1981 

we meet to inaugurate a program aimed at helping a 

group of veterans that never received the thanks they 

deserved for a job well done. 

There is no need to reiterate the tragedy of Vietnam. 

This long, dragged out Southeast Asian conflict tore 

the Nation apart and severely damaged America's self 

image. 

Yet when called upon, there were millions of young 

Americans who did their duty and demonstrated courage 

and dedication in the finest tradition of the American 

military. 

I want to express my appreciation to these veterans 

with us today for their service during the war and for 

their continued voluntary service to the Nation. 

It is important to recognize that the vast majority of 

Vietnam Veterans readjusted quickly after returning 

from Southeast Asia. Contrary to the stereotype, many 

of these fine young people have excelled in their 

endeavors . Those of you with us today are outstanding 

examples of this fact. 
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Nevertheless, there are those who have found it difficult 

to come to grips with problems that can be traced to 

their military service. The Vietnam Veterans Leadership 

Program is designed to draw volunteers from the pool of 

successful Vets in order to provide guidance for those 

with lingering problems. 

This volunteer self-help programs is within keeping 

with the spirit of brotherhood that has characterized 

American Veterans of every war. Such comradery is even 

more important for those who fought in Vietnam. 

Those of you who will be doing your part to make this 

program a success deserve a special thanks. In these 

times of budget restrictions all of us must be aware 

that showing our gratitude to Vietnam Veterans, and 

helping those still in need, will require more than 

Government tax dollars can provide. I hope that every 

American will follow your example and reach out individually 

to extend a hand of appreciation, and, where needed, a 

hand of assistance to all our fine Vietnam Veterans. 



... 
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(Rohrabacher) 
November 6, 1981 
Working Draft 

VETERANS LEADERSHIP, NOVEMBER 10, 1981 

It is appropriate that on the eve of Veterans Day 

1981 we meet to inaugurate a program aimed at 

helping a group of veterans that never received the thanks 

they deserved for a job well done. 

There is no need' to reiterate the tragedy of Vietnam. 

This long, dragged out Southeast Asian conflict tore 

the Nation apart and severely damaged America's self 

image. 

Yet when called upon, there were millions of young 

Americans who did their duty and demonstrated courage 

and dedication in the finest tradition of the American 

military. 

I want to express my appreciation to these veterans 
,-J~e. 0" 

with us today fo .r\--'§ervice during the war and for 

their continued voluntary service to the Nation. 

It is important to recognize that the vast majority 

of Vietnam Veterans readjusted quickly ~~aro~ ­

after returning from Southeast Asia. Contrary to the 
,~e 

stereotype, many of these fine young people excelled 

in their endeavors. Those of you with us today are 

outstanding examples of this fact. 
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Nevertheless, there are those who have found it 

difficult to come to grips with problems that can be 

traced to their military service. The Vietnam Veterans 

Leadership Program is designed to draw volunteers from 

the pool of successful Vets in order to provide guidance 

for those with lingering problems. 

This volunteer self-help programs is witV,n keeping 

with the spirit of brotherhood that has characterized 

American Veterans of every war. Such comradery is even 

more important for those who fought in Vietnam. 

Those of you who will be doing your part to make this 

program a success deserve a special thanks. In these 

times of budget restrictions all of us must be aware 

that showing our gratitude to Vietnam Veterans, and 

helping those still in need, will require more than 

government tax dollars can provide. I hope that every 

At ican will follow your example and reach out individually 

to extend a hand of appreciation, and, where needed, a hand 

of assistance to all our fine Vietnam Veterans. 



It is appropriate that on the eve of Veterans Day 1981 we meet to 
~ ~ ived 

inagurate a program aimed at helping a groups of veterans that never~ a=ieel 

the thanks they deserved for a job well done. 

There is no need to reiterate the 

tragedy of Vietnam. m.eocl y it i € an epi sade in Arrericiiln hi€ID:E)' thoc rrost 

~:i.ciilns regret . This long dragged out-"WelE-- Southeasat Asian conflict tore 

the nation apart and severlly damaged 8IIIP-- Arrerica's self image. 

w" ""' c-..((~ u../a"" 
--Yet 'El.1as tt t!ii!e 1M"l88@ @iuring t:l>iat cm di tl@Mc jea¥s of disc atte11.L, there 

" ~ . 
were y ung Americans who did the]\'f' duty "iiiR .en calleel: ~ n and demonstrated 

couarage and dedication in the finest tradition of the American military. ~ --

Tfie) acoe;rved i:ioro thafllc1' Uran the, ~esoiveo . 

--T~ I want to express my appreciation to these veterans with us today for 

their service duri~ the war and for their continued voluntary service to 

the nation. 

--.Aflo Lite.l t:tt1:E~~@ 15!i..p.toe1act e:€ ~e Vieb1wtt crnrflict ote.:::i It is inportant 
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Contrary to the steryo} ype J ~ many of these fine young people excelled in 

their endeavors. Those of you with us today are outstanding exarrples of this fact. 

--Nevertheless, there are those who have found it difficult to care to grips 

with prc:blems that can be traced to their military service. The Vietnam 
I 4-"'- l f ,,::,( <>-/. 

Veterans Leadership Program is designed to draw volunteers fran l:ei:IQ p og,l. Q E -

successful Vets in order to provide guidance for those 5tt~£ cop±ng with, 

wie~ lingering problems. 

--This volunteer self..-help program is with in keeping with spirit of 

brotherhood that has-~ s characterized American Veterans of every war. 
S"'-•C" l/,'e.1 
~ ~ rnradery is even more irrportant for those who fought in tR@ ~e¾eal'fl----

~ •lict i,;o :many of -Etifiali r feJJ • um ci ti zeos have tri ed -to f; •et 

--Those of you who will be doing your part to fflae~-rnake this program a success 

desE~rve a special thanks. In these times of budget eMs--restrictions all of 

us must be aware that showing our gratitude to n d :an Vietnam Veterans, and 

~ ~ lping those in need, will rep.lire more than l e@Wil't~ ±1! m Li l€ government 
.f-1 ... .,.. cl.. llct.J" s- c~"'" ,,,.~ v, ~ '--. 

t-e---i,rovid"e pa±d bli, <Jall.rs. I hope that every American will ~ - follow 

.,£/ 
you exarrple and reach out t@..o :m individually to extend a hand of appreciation) 

and :►a where neede~ a hand of assistence to all our fine Vietnam Veterans. 



• 

--Good evening to all of you in Boston. You know I'll 

never forget something the man we are honoring tonight once said, 

"My remarks were strong, but not abusive ... I said the call 

was stupid, and it was." ... Say,Red, would you like to 

work at the U.N.? 

--Sometimes these days it seems the old values that made this 

country great--loyalty, tamwork, and dedication--get scant 

attention. They a~e thorught to be old-fashioned. Well, I 

just don't buy that, and I never have, and those of you honoring 
Red and 

Red Auerbach tonight don't buy it either. For years the Celbtics 

have proven over and over that those traditional values not only 

county, but have made champions. You only have to look at the 

14 Celtics World Champhipnship banners for proof. 

--Whnever Red lights up that 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA SH IN GT ON 

MEMORANDUM 10/27/81 

TO: RED CAVANEY ***** 

FROM: GREGO~'WELL 

SUBJ: APPROVED PRESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY 

PLEASE ::::MPLEMENT THE FOLLOWING AND HOTIFY AND CLEAR P .. LL 
PAR'J?ICI?J>. .. NTS. 'I'HE BRIEFING PAPER Al;D .RE!it~RKS SHOULD BE 
SUB.MIT~ZD TO RICHARD DAR~\i BY 3 P .M. OF ri'HE PRECEDING DAY. 

MEE'I' ING: Announcement of Vietnam Veterans Leadership 
Program 

DATE: 

TIME: 

DUR..:Z..TION: 

LOCA'TION: 

November 10, 1981 

11:45 am 

15 mins 

Oval Office 

Yes 
REMARKS REQUIRED: 

MEDL\ COVERAGE: 
Coordinate with Press Office 

FI:RS~~ LADY 
PARTICI?A·T!ON: No REMARKS REQUIRED 

***** Coordinate with Craig Fuller 

cc: M. Brandon J. P~=r 
lt. Dar.nan B. Shaddix 
D. F~scher L. Speak2s 
M. Friedersdorf Speechwriting and Research ,... Fuller s. Studc:~.:-t '- . 
C. Gerrard N. Wormser 
E. Hicke7 WHC.2\ ; ,.uc.L.;, / Visual 
P. McCoy WHCA Ope=:1tions 
L. Nofziqer 



\lE.'vlO RA:'/D CM APPROVED--FOR 
THE WH IT E HO US E 

W .-\ S H I N G TON 

Length: / -- .. ·-'..,, • ,._, 

October 8, 198.Pate _______ GJN 

./. , ... . . , ,_ .., . -
TO: Red Cavaney 

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell / I I 

' • I 

When you called me regarding the President's veteran related 
activities on November 11, I told you I was unaware of any 
schedule proposals other than the wreath laying, which is 
traditional and appropriate. 

Subsequently, I learned of this pending proposal by Tom Pauken. 
I strongly suggest that Veterans DsY, is a very appropriate 
occasion for the President to i:UUK)Unce this now approved new 
program of voluntary action in behalf of veterans which his 
Administration has undertaken. 

Not only would this show a real sensitivity for problems of 
veterans but it would be right in line with the President's 
policy of encouraging volunteerism. As you may recall, this 
ACTION project, Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program, involves 
successful Vietnam veterans in voluntary counseling programs 
for the less successful veterans of that era. 

~ 

' ;(___ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM 5 AUGUST 1981 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJ: 

TOM PAUKEN, DIRECTOR, ACTION 

GREGORY J.~ELL, DIRECTOR 
PRESIDEN~APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING 

' j""hi: j i- 'C.S,!Of:Nf'>_.,, rf.:_u&i?-A.U\. 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF1'VIETNAM VETERANS LEADERSHIP PRGJ£~T. 

Please be advised that the Presidential 
Appointments and Scheduling Office has 
received your request from Dave Gergen, 
and we are penciling it in tentatively 
in November. 

We will get back to you as the date 
draws nearer. 

cc: David Gergen 



c .;:,:: 2r 
: rE '. ; ;;<~ C! •:, :-:-i July 30, 1981 

ME:'1C'~NDUM 

To: 

From: 

Dave Geroen, Assistant to the President for Cor.~unicat ions 
~ ~ I 

. 0)7) t,~ /J . 
Tom Pauk en, Director, ACTION c:::::7 l,,F_;;.c_- / tr.,,:....,.;. ·-<.: -.:.._____.... 

Subject: Announcement of Vietnam Veterans Leadership Project 

The President has approved ACTION's new Vietnam Veterans Le ~oership 
Project. See attached PDM. 

The Project recruits Vietnam Ve t e r ans wbo si:iccess f JJ JJ y u:;a de the 
transition back to civilian life to serve as volunteers to helo fellow - • 
Vi.@.tna;n \~ terans who have lingering problems associated with t l1 e:i ~ mi Ji t2r~ 
service. Th e p rogram is starting in fi v e cities; with fifty by the end cf 
1982; for about S50,000 per city. 

Rocky Bleier, Jim Webb, and Chuck O'Brien are a few of the ~ell-k nc~n 
Viet:-:am Veterans who have agreed to help the project. :R.OC]c->r Stau:::,ach 2nd 
Al Bu'Tlbry should be on board soon. 

P.ecom.'11endation: 

Presiaent anno~nces project in Oval Office around Veterans Cay 
Wecnesday, November 11th) with Bleier, et al., looking on. Proclam<'ltion. 
Photo opportunity. Out the door. 

All we need right now is OK to Flan on Veterans Day ~n~ouncs~ent. 

Pl : ,C[ CO " •-:.• v,s,,--. • U"l 1 Vfl<SITV vrAr< " 01~ AC . l N • NAl tON,"\L C [ Nl f.~ r ,,,, sr1iv1c1 

·• 1• !'IA - n r-T, ,,, · , , c:;. r Nl()Jl . •LUNTl: l ,, l 1 P()Cn,._-xr .. ,, • ~1 . r-:101.: cn1".ll 1 r.1.1, 'N p; ~c • • , l :'/\1\~ 



7HE W!-il,== HOUSE 

W,t..$HING10N 

.M..EI'·fORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT\ ,I I • :~ 
I J• !J)J~ 

FROM: 

SUBJ.C:CT: 

P..ich2rd 
for the 

SchweikeU:-_/J ~ 
Cabinet Council on Human Resources 

Decision on Proposed ACTION Progr-am for \iietn2rn Veterc.ns 

At a meeting on June 9, 1981, the Humc.n Resources Cabinet Council, 
with the Vice ?resident's concurrence, c.pproved an outreach 
program for Vietnam Veterc.ns proposed by Thomas P2uken, D~rector 
of ACTION. The program would encourage 2ble 2nd successful 
Viet.::-:.u.1 veterc.ns to serve in their COi71..:t1unities 2s volunteers to 
help fella~ Vietnam veterans with lingering pro~le~s 2~soci2ted 
with their military service. The proposc.l is endorsed by the 
3u~an Resources Secretc.riat end the Office of Mc.n2gement 2nd 
3ud9et. 

The J-.CTION :?ro~::c....:-n will co:;.,pler:ient the c.lre2cy e::-:isti.:1s ieceral, 
local, anc private veterc.ns progrc.ms, 2nd pl2ce pc.rticu]2r 
ernph2sis on working clcsely with the Veter2.ns AG.:i1;istr2tion and 
the traditional veterans or92.nizc.tions. 

The program will besin with 2 pilot ph2se in some four or five 
test comHmnities which will last lons e:!louc;h to ass1..::re effective­
ness. 

Assuming a successful pilot phase, the operational phase ~ill 
proceed in some 50 coJTu-nunities under c. n2tional project cirector 
and a local ACTION director in each cor,ununitv. Cost for the .. 
pilot ph2se is estimated at under $200,000, now funded by ACTION. 
The operational phase is esti~ated at $2 million per year from 
cirect budget authority and 2?propriation to ACTION, e nd/o r fund 
transfers from other fed~ra.l agencies which hc.ve 2n interest in 
vete::-2.~s. 

The ACTION Proc;r2...11l would be pl .2.nned to enc in lc:te 19S3 or 
early 1984 with the continuing flo~ of volunteers to be handled 
by existing agencies and programs. 

RECO?-'.t!~ND_:ll.TION: The Huma.n Resources Cabinet Council unc.nimously 
recommends that implementation of the ACTION program be given 
high visibility with participation by the President and senior 
Ac.ministration officials . 

• DECISION: 

/~approve ---approve as amended no action 
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The President's Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
ACTION 
Washington, D.C. 20525 
Phone: 202-254-8270 

J. P. RESIGNS TO HEAD VET PROJECT 

Wayne R. Hanby 
Wilmington, Delaware Program Director 

"I wanted to be a baseball player more than anything," 

Wayne says. "And to coach. I wanted to coach." 

A Marine with the 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marine Division in 

Vietnam, 1968-70, Wayne was wounded. He lost his left eye to 

the war, suffered shrapnel damage to the other and lost a 

hand. 

"So, at 22 I had to take stock and reevaluate my whole 

life," he paused. "I had a fantasy of becoming a judge. I 

felt drawn to the law." 

Hanby, 33, is a Justice of the Peace for the State of 

Delaware. He became the first Justice of the Peace to be 

invited to swear in that state's legislators. 

And he still plans to go to law school. "I'll get there," 

he says and adds firmly, "I don't like to fall short." 

"I am impressed with the commitment of the Leadership 

Program to actually doing something. I'm willing to resign 

the two years remaining on my current appointment to give this 

a go." 

September 17, 1981 



The President's Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
ACTION 
Washington, D.C. 20525 
Phone: 202-254-8270 

VET WHO CONQUERED MT. RAINIER TO HEAD PHILADELPHIA PROJECT 

Chuck O'Brien 
Chairman, Philadelphia Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 

In 1970 as a platoon leader with the 9th Infantry 

Division, Chuck O'Brien was airborne and ranger qualified. 

He fought in Cambodia, was wounded and lost part of his leg. 

"I've emerged from the experience with a positive 

attitude," he said. "And I went on to teach skiing to the 

handicapped in New England. We put alot of emphasis on restoring 

confidence in physical ability." 

Last July 3 Chuck was the first of a group of eight 

handicapped people to reach the summit of Mt. Rainier. The 

group returned from the mountain on Independence Day and received 

national recognition for their climb, including honors bestowed 

by President Reagan. 

"I discovered I have a natural affinity for Vietnam 

veterans," says O'Brien, who is now an attorney with the 

Philadelphia law firm of Pepper, Hamilton and Sheetz. "They 

are more disciplined, more generous and cooperative under 

pressure. And I just like their company. I've worked in 

t h e state government and the private sector and I know that 

to succeed requires hard work and discipline. These are 

characteristics of the men who served in Vietnam." 

"These men have labored under tremendous disadvantages," 



O'Brien 
page 2 

he points out. "They've had 2-4 years taken from them. 

Persons my age who were not in the service are now partners 

in their firms. This is a fundamental inequity and yet one 

that can be worked around." 

He adds, "I wouldn't change a single thing that's 

occ rred in my life. We need to reassure other veterans 

that the experience is one that can be built upon; that 

we can actually provide assistance to help regain those 

2-4 years." 

September 17, 1981 



The President's Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
ACTION 
Washington, D.C. 20525 
Phone: 202-254-8270 

THE LEADERSHIP PROGRAM IS NEEDED NOW 

Luis Sanz, M.D. 
Advisor 

Dr. Luis Sanz, 38, was a combat medic in Vietnam in 

1968 with the 29th Evacuation Hospital. 

"For a long time it was a striking thing to me that men 

could go through what they went through over there and not 

get any credit for it at all when they got home," commented 

Dr. Sanz. 

Sanz graduated from college in three years after 

returning from Vietnam and finished medical school at the 

top of his class. He now practice obstetrics and gynecology 

and is a full time faculty member at Georgetown University. 

"It was frustrating," he says of his homecoming, "to · 

be one day in a place where people are dying all around you 

and the next day in San Francisco where life is going on 

as usual and to have no real acknowledgement of that." 

Dr. Sanz said, "The Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 

is a positive thing. It's important to make the distinction 

that the problems of that time were political but that the ' 

solider who served was not. He was simply doing his duty. 

Thousands of men returned and have done very well and been 

successful in their businesses and professions. The true 

picture of the Vietnam is not one of a loser. The Leadership 

Program is needed now. Much better to have it now than never 

at all." 



The President's Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
ACTION 
Washington, D.C. 20525 
Phone: 202-254-8270 

MARINE LEADER TO HEAD SAN ANTONIO VET PROGRAM 

William C. Stensland 
San Antonio Program Director 

Bill Stensland, 43, left active Marine Corps service as a 

Ma j or with 15 years of service, as a result of war wounds. 

He was a company commander in Quang Tri in 1967 when he 

was wounded. Stensland returned to Vietnam in 1970 as an 

advisor in the Rungsat Special Zone -- the point of the entry 

for all shipping south of Saigon. He was again wounded. 

Bill Stensland is one of the most respected of Vietnam's 

combat leaders. Several marines have said, "If I had to 

go back and could pick my commander I'd choose Stensland, 

hands down." 

"I want to be involved with the Leadership Program," 

sa y s Bill. "A lot o~ people are hurting and hurting very, 

ve r y deeply. There is pain over what happened in the war 

bu t there is even a deeper pain because of what happened, or 

didn't happen, when we returned. That's what this work is 

about now." 

September 17, 1981 
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The President's Vietnam Veterans Le·adership Program 
ACTION 
Washington, D.C. 20525 
Phone: 202-254-8270 

ACTION DIRECTOR: VETS ARE WINNERS 

The Honorable Thomas Weir Pauken 
Director, ACTION 

Tom Pauken left his law practice in Texas to head the 

agency which houses Federal volunteer programs. He directs 

th•e activities of some 300,000 Americans who serve as volunteers 

in ACTION programs. 

Pauken graduated from Georgetown University in 1965 

and two years later enlisted in the U.S. Army, where he 

served in Vietnam. He earned his law degree from Southern 

Methodist University in 1973. 

"The Vietnam veteran was portrayed in the late 60s and 

early 70s as little more than a drug crazed killer. Now 

we are portrayed as guilt-ridden victims ... I've had enough," 

said Pauken recently. "More than 80% of the Vietnam veterans 

who came home have made the successful transition back to 

are those that 

sti 1 do need help but it does them no service to encourage 

them to wallow in self-pity to reinforce their doubts about 

their own self worth. 

"I have been tremendously impressed by the calibre 

of men who want to participate in the Vietnam Veterans 

Leadership Program. We want it known that there is no 



Pauken 
page 2 

shame or stigma to being a veteran of the Vietnam War." 

He continued, "We may not yet comprehend the full 

meaning of that common experience which Vietnam veterans 

shared, which somehow binds us together in spite of our 

disparate backgro~nds and viewpoints. Yet of one thing 

I a1~ -- there is no better way to insure that those 

w~ ave their lives for our countr will not be forgotten 

the n ,,f..oL_ the returnin veterans to demonstrate that we 

are capable of exercising the kind of leadership so badly 

needed in America today." 

September 17 , 1981 



James Webb 
Advisor 

The President's Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
ACTION 
Washington, D.C. 20525 
Phone: 202-254-8270 

AUTHOR VOICES SUPPORT FOR VET PROGRAM 

My greatest concern is how a society views itself 

and what values this society is passing down to the next 

ge neration," says Jim Webb, best-selling author of two 

nov els based on his Vietnam experience, "Fields of Fire," 

and "A Sense of Honor." 

A 1968 Annapolis graduate, Webb was a Marine company 

commander in Vietnam, where he was twice wounded. 

After a law degree at Georgetown University he became 

counsel to the House Veterans Affairs Committee and taught 

poetry and the novel at the Naval Academy. 

"We are in a watershed time in this country," Webb 

has said. "I think people are starting to look around 

fo r ne w answers and when they look around for new answers 

they're going to be looking for new role models. I think 

what people are going to be looking for are indiv iduals 

who have manifested a sense of country." 

"Essentially there has been a misperception about 

the upside of the people who served in Vietnam," concluded 

Jim. "They are very strong poeple. With the Leadership 

Program we have an opportunity to make this ~lement of the 

Vietnam veterans constituency visible to the public. This 
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program sives us the opportunity to apply the aspects of our 

successes to the needs of those who have not yet had the 

same good fortune in the years since service in Vietnam." 

September 17, 1981 



The President's Vietnam Veteran Leadership Program 
ACTION 
Washington, D.C. 20525 
Phone: 202-254-8270 

BALTIMORE VET PROGRAM HEAD "READY TO GO" 

John David Dechant 
Baltimore Program Director 

"I've often thought that America is like an Olympic 

champion who has been deeply wounded by Vietnam," says 

David DeChant, 34. "This great athlete has bandaged the 

wound but underneath it has become infected. Until the 

bandages are torn off and the wound is cleaned and allowed 

to heal, the very essence of the champion is affected." 

David spent 31 months in Vietnam. For part of his 

tour he was a liaison with military and civilian leaders 

and was also a scout. "I spent 13 months in combat making 

life and death decisions every day," he says. "Yet when I 

returned home I worked filing 3x5 cards. I was upset." 

Currently the manager of the Dubliner Restaurant in 

Washington, D.C., David plans to use his degree in Chinese 

language and area studies to move into international relations 

influencing foreign policy. "Ever since I watched the media 

coverage of the Russian tanks invading Hungary in 1956, I 

have wanted to work in the area of foreign policy," he says. 

David worked as public relations volunteer with the 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund raising monies for the Memorial. 

"My father was a Marine in charge of fund raising for the Iwo 

Jima Memorial," he paused. "I looked around and asked, 'Where's 

ours?'" 



Dechant 
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Ironically, he accepted his post with ACTION's Leadership 

Program over lunch at a Vietnamese restaurant. "I'm 

honored," he continued, "There's very important work to 

do. For years I've thought that veterans need to be taken 

care of by veterans. I'm ready to go!" 

September 17, 1981 



Johns. McCain 

The President's Vietnam Veterans Le~dership Program 
ACTION 
Washington, D.C. 20525 
Phone: 202-254-8270 

EX-POW TO LEAD LEADERSHIP 

Phoenix Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
Advisor 

McCain, 45, was a Navy pilot when he was shot down in 

Vietnam. He was a prisoner of war in North Vietnam from 

1967-73. 

John is the Vice President of Public Relations for 

He nsley and Co., Anheueser Busch distributor for Phoenix, 

Arizona. 

"Both my father and grandfather were Navy. I served as 

Navy liaison to the U.S. Senate." He continued, "The Leadership 

Program is vital and necessary. It will, hopefully, rectify 

a l ot of neglect and errors that have taken place in the last 

few years concerning Vietnam veterans." 

September 17, 1981 



The President's Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
ACTION 
Washington, D.C. 20525 
Phone: 202-254-8270 

TIME TO REMEMBER VETS SAYS BALTIMORE LAWYER 

Mark C. Treanor 
Chairman, Baltimore Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 

A graduate of the Naval Academy, 1968, Mark, 34, served with 

the: 1st Marine Division as a rifle platoon commander in Vietnam 

in 1969-70. 

After his tour of Vietnam he spent three and one-half years 

in the Marine Corps. "I just always thought I'd be a career 

Marine," he said. Treanor is now an attorney with the Baltimore 

law firm, Miles and Stockbridge. 

"It's been a long time since anyone has done anything at 

a senior level to afford successful veterans the opportunity to 

help those who are not yet so successful. I think we all 

want to be involved. For too long many of us forgot about 

those who were there with us." He concludes, "If we weren't 

personally scarred there is tendency to forget. Now it's 

time to remember." 

September 17, 1981 



The President's Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
ACTION 
Washington, D.C. 20525 
Phone: 202-254-8270 

BLINDED VET SETS SIGHTS ON WHITE HOUSE 

David L. Huffman 
Program Planner 

David, 33, was a Marine rifleman in Vietnam, blinded in 

combat when a booby trap detonated. 

"You know, I flunked kindergarten, 7th and 9th grades. 

Af t er I came back from Vietnam I had to turn my life around. 

And I had to rely on my head." 

Last May Huffman became the first blind student to graduate 

from Delaware Law School. 

"I have a special feeling for the Vietnam veteran. He's 

had bad press. This program will take a different approach 

and it's a great idea," David comments. 

As k ed what he would say if he had an opportunity to speak 

with the President, David did not hesitate. With a soft chuckle 

he replied, "It won'f be too long now before a Vietnam veteran 

has your job!" 



The President's Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
ACTION 
Washington, D.C. 20525 
Phone: 202-254-8270 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR LOOKS TO FUTURE 

William Jayne 
Deputy Director 

Bill Jayne, 35, came to the Leadership Program from his 

position as Director of Information at the Associated General 

Con tractors of America. 

He served in Vietnam as a Marine rifleman in 1967-68 and 

was among the men wounded in an ambush at Khe Sanh during the 

Tet offensive of 1968. 

Jay ne received his degree, with honors, from the University 

of California, Berkeley and came to Washington to work for a trade 

magazine before joining the Associated General Contractors in 

19 77. 

A volunteer who helped launch the Vietnam Veterans 

Me morial Fund, he says, "The whole subject of Vietnam has been, 

obviously , of great personal concern to me. My work on the 

Me morial gave me an opportunity to do something useful with 

that concern. Working with the Vietnam Veterans Leadership 

Program i s a natural .progression for me." 

He goes on to say, "I have two children. That has a lot 

of bearing on my work with the Leadership Program -- looking 

to the future to do what I can to make sure the legacy of 

Vietnam and the position of veterans in the national outlook 

is used to strengthen this country for those children who 

wi l l be around 20 years from now." 

September 17, 1981 



The President's Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
ACTION 
Washington, D.C. 20525 
Phone: 202-254-8270 

VET PROJECT DEPUTY SEPARATES WARRIOR FROM WAR 

Edward T. Timperlake 
Deputy Director 

"I authored a position paper a long time ago," says 

Timperlake, 34, "voicing my concerns that the public was 

blaming the warrior for the war. They are two very separate 

issues." 

Ed was stationed in Thailand and flew F-4s in Southeast 

Asia. Before taking his position as Deputy Director with the ­

Vie t nam Veterans Leadership Program he was a consultant to 

the Office of the Secretary of Defense, analyzing the national 

security balance between the Soviets and the U.S. 

"The Vietnam veteran has been portrayed as a loser," he 

says. "I knew it's long past time to turn that one around. 

I came aboard the Leadership Program because I've wanted to 

do anything I could to change the image. It's time to get 

these men back in the·mainstream so they can demonstrate what 

they really are." 

September 17, 1981 



The President's Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program 
ACTION 
Washington, DC 20525 
Phone: 202-254-8270 

VET PROGRAM DIRECTOR DID IT FOR TOMMY 

John P. W~eeler, III 
National Program Director 

"The men who served in Vietnam have a tremendous amount 

to offer this country -- because of the hardships of their 

service they are stronger and more mature. Hardly a day goes 

by when ... I don't hear from at least one Vietnam veteran 

who has made a good, busy life for himself and wants to know 

what he can do to help other veterans. What we are doing in a 

careful, methodical way is sending a bolt of electricity through 

the network of able veterans who want to help others." 

Jack Wheeler was commissioned from West Point as a 

Distinguished Cadet in 1966, holds an M.B.A. from Harvard and 

graduated with honors from Yale Law School. Wheeler, 36, was 

a c aptain with the Army's general staff in Vietnam 

He returned from Vietnam to Washington, D.C. working on the 

sta ff of the Secretary of Defense and the Joint Chiefs of 

Sta ff. 

Although he returned confident he had left 

the war behind, every spring Jack found himself 

remembering his friend Tom Hayes, a West Point classmate. 

In a fire-fight in 1968, Tommy dragged first one, 
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then another of his wounded men across a rice paddy to safety. 

Marked as a target of choice, Tommy was killed that April 

da y by enemy fire. 

One spring day, with the memory of Tommy's life and death 

lingering, "it dawned on me that there was important unfinished 

b us iness," says Jack. 

The author of newspaper and other articles on the Vietnam 

war and i ts veterans, Wheeler was instrumental in organizing 

and bu i l d ing the Southeast Asia Memorial at West Point. In 

collaboration with the Washington Post he is soon to publish 

the book THE WOUNDED GENERATION. Co-founder of the extra­

ordinarily successful Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund he writes: 

"The battlefield, for most men, nurtured the recognition 

t hat sacrif i ce is a part of any strong community. The typical 

ac t of gallantry wasn't assaulting the foe~ it was saving a 

friend's life." 

September 17, 1981 



Administration of R onald R eagan, 1981 Feb. 24 

res onsibilities. H e attained the rank of 
col nel in the U.S. Army in 1968 and 
served in a variety of positions. In 1971 
he left the Army and, at the request of 
Gov. Ronald Reagan, organized the 
California Specialized Training Institute 
and has directed it since its inception. In 
addition, he served as an adviser on ter­
rorism, emergency management, and 
other special topics for the office of the 
Governor of Ca lifornia. H e was recent ly 
promoted to the rank of general in the 
California Na tional Guard. 

General Giuffrida was graduated from 
the University of Connecticut (B.A.) and 
Boston University (M.A. ) . He is an au­
thor and lecturer. 

General Giuffrida resides in San Luis 
Obispo, Calif. 

The Medal of Honor 
R emarks on Presenting the Award to M. Sgt. 
R oy P. Benavidez. February 24, 1981 

M·en and women of the Armed Forces, 
ladies and gentlemen: 

Several years ago, we brought home a 
group of American fight ing men who had 
obeyed their country's call and \\·ho had 
fought as bravely and as well as any Amer­
icans in our history. They came home 
withou t a victory not because they'd been 
defeated, but because they'd been denied 
permission to win. 

They \.vere greeted by no parades, no 
bands, no waving of the flag they had so 
nobly served. There's been no "thank you" 
for their sacrifice. T here's been no effort 
to honor and, thus, give pride to the fami­
lies of more than 57,000 young men who 
g-ave their lives in tha t faraway war. 

As the poe t Laurence Binyon wrote, 
"They shall grow not old, as we tha t are 

left grow old : age shall not weary them, 
nor the years condemn. At the going 
down of the sun and in the morning we 
will remember them." Pride, of course, 
cannot wipe out the burden of grief borne 
by their fami lies, but it can make that 
grief easier to bear. The pain will not be 
quite as sharp if they know their fellow 
citizens share that pain. 

There's be-en little or no recognition of 
the gratitude we owe to the more than 
300,000 men who suffered wounds in that 
war. John Stuart Mill said, "War is an 
ugly thing, but not the ugliest of things. 
A man ~vho has nothing which he cares 
about more than his personal safety is a 
miserable creature and has no chance of 
being free unless made and kept so by the 
exertions of better men than himself." 

Back in 1970, Kenneth Y. Tomlinson 
wrote of what he had seen our young men 
do beyond and above the call of military 
duty in Vie tnam- a marine from Texas 
on his way in at d awn from an all-night 
patrol stopping to treat huge so res on the 
back of an old Vietnamese man, a n artil­
leryman from New J ersey spending his 
free time stacking sandbags a t an orphan­
age to protect the children from mortar 
attacks, an Army engineer from California 
distributing toys he'd bought in Hong 
K ong to the orphans his unit had adopted. 
One senior military officer told T omlin­
son, "My hardes t task is keeping track of 
the incurab le huma nitarianism of our 
troops." 

None of the recen t movies about that 
war have found time to show those 
examples of humanitarianism. In 1969 
alone, United States Army volunteers 
helped cons truct 1,253 schools and 597 
hospitals and dispensaries, contributing 
$300,000 from their own pockets. Marines 
from the Third Amphibious Force helped 
build 268 classrooms, 75 dispensaries, 78 
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churches, temples, and pagodas. Marines 
contributed $40,000 to insure an educa­
tion for 935 children. Air Force men gave 
their money and their own labor to 1,218 
schools, medical facilities, and orphanages. 
Air Force doctors, dentists, and medics 
treated 390,000 Vietnamese in volunteer 
programs. 

At Hoa Khanh, Children's H ospital 
treated in that one year some 16,000 chil­
dren, many of whom might have died 
without the hospital. One of the finest 
and most modem in the Far East, it was 
built and financed with money rai sed by 
combat marines. An 11 -year-old boy 
burned over three-quarters of his body 
was one of t}:iose saved. H e interrupted 
the game he was playing with visiting 
marines to say, "All my life, I will never 
forget this place and these healing people. 
Some way, I will repay them." 

A 27-year-old chaplain from Spring­
field, Missou ri, came upon an orphanage 
where 60 child ren \\·ere sleeping on the 
floor of a school and subsisting on one or 
t,,·o bowls of rice a day. H e told some men 
of the America! Division's Fifth Battalion, 
46th Infantry, about what he'.d seen. A 
veteran sergeant said, "Don't worry, 
Chaplain. Those kids have just got them­
selves some new parents." And they had. 

Army combat troops began sacking 
enemy food they had captured and ship­
ping them back on returning helicopters. 
They found cots in a salvage dump, re­
paired them, and soon the chi ldren were 
sleeping in beds for the first time. One 
day, the cup ,ms passed . 1'1arines ear­
marked 10 percent of all poker winnings, 
and by the end of the year, the orphans 
were in a new building. 

An Air Force pilot saw 240 lepers living 
in unimaginable filth . Soon there were vol­
unteers from all branches of the military 
spending their ,,·eekends building houses 
at a hospital. 
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The stories go on and on. A Green 
Beret learned that a mother in a remote 
mountain village was having trouble in 
childbirth. He made his way to her home, 
carried her to a truck, and raced to Cam­
ranh, where a Navy doctor delivered the 
baby. On Christmas he gave 1,500 or­
phans toothpaste, soap, candy, and nuts 
he'd collected from fellow servicemen. 

Bob Hope, who visited our men there 
as he had in two previous wars, said of 
them, "The number of our GI's who de­
vote their free time, energy, and money 
to aid the Vietnamese would surprise 
you." And then he added , "But maybe it 
wouldn't. I guess you know what kind of 
guys your sons and brothers and the kids 
next door are." \,Veil, yes, we do know. I 
think we just let it slip our minds for a 
time. It's time to show our pride in them 
and to thank them. 

In his book "The Bridges of T oko-Ri," 
novelist James Michener writes movingly 
of the heroes who fought in the K orean 
conflict. In the book's fin al scene an ad­
miral stands on the darkened bridge of 
his' carrier waiting for pilots he knows will 
never return from their mission. And as 
he waits he asks in the silent darkness, 
"\,Vhere did we get such men?" Almost a 
generation later, I asked that same ques­
tion when our PO\,V's were returned from 
savage captivi ty in Vietnam: "Where did 
we find such men?" \ ,Ve find them where 
we've always found them, in our villages 
and towns, on our city streets, in our 
shops, and on our farms. 

I have one more Vietnam story, and 
the individual in this story was brought up 
on a farm outside of Cuero in De Witt 
County, T exas, and he is here today. 
Thanks to the Secretary of Defense, Cap 
\1Veinberger, I learned of his story, which 
had been overlooked or buried for several 
years. It has to do with the highest award 
our Nation can give, the Congressional 
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Medal of Honor, given only for service 
above and beyond the call of duty. 

Secre tary Weinberger, would you please 
escort Sergean t Benavidez forward . 

Ladies a nd gen tlemen, we are honored 
to have with us today M aster Sergeant 
Roy P. Benavidez, U .S. Army, Retired. · 
Let me read the plain, factual m ilita ry 
language of the citation that was lost for 
too long a time. 

"Master Sergeant Roy P. Benavidez, 
United States Army, R etired, for con­
spicuous gallantry and intrepidity in ac­
tion at the risk of his life above and beyond 
the call of duty." Where there is a brave 
man, it is said, theFe is the thickest of the 
fight, there is the place of honor. 

[At th is point, th e President read th e citation, 
the text of which follows: 

The Presid ent of the United Sta tes of Amer­
ica, au thorized by Act of Congress, M arch 3, 
1863, has awarded in the name of the Congress 
the MED.AL OF Ho:rnR to 

MASTER SERCEA:--T R ov P. BENAVIDEZ 
U NITED STATES AR~IY, R ETIRED 

for conspicuous gallant ry and intrepidity in 
action at the ri sk of his life above and beyond 
the call of duty: 

On May 2, 1968, Master Sergeant ( then 
Staff Sergean t } R oy P. Benavidez distinguished 
himself by a series of daring and extremely 
valorous actions while assigned to Detachment 
B-56, 5th Special Forces Group (A irborne), !st 
Special F orces, R epublic of Vietnam. On the 
morning of M ay 2, 1968, a 12-man Special 
F orces R econnaissance T eam was inse rted by 
helicop ters in a dense jungle area west of Loe 
Ninh, Vietnam to gather intell igence informa­
tion about confirmed large-scale enemy activity. 
This area was controlled and routinely pa­
trolled by the North Vietnamese Army. After a 
short period of time on the ground, the team 
met heavy enemy resistance, and requested 
emergency extraction. Three helicop ters a t­
tempted extraction, but were unable to land 
due to intense enemy small a rms and ant i-ai r­
craft fire. Sergean t Benavid ez was at the For­
wa rd Operating Base in Loe Ninh monitoring 
the operation by radio when these helicopters 

returned to off-load wounded crewmembers and 
to assess aircraft d amage. Sergeant Benavidez 
volunta rily boarded a re turn ing aircraft to assist 
in another extrac tion attempt. R eal izing th at a ll 
the team 111embers were ei ther dead or wound ed 
and unable to move to the pickup zone, he 
directed the aircraft to a nearby clearing where 
he jumped from the hovering helicopter, and 
ran approxima tely 75 meters under withering 
small arms fi re to the crip pled team. Prior to 
reach ing the team's position, he was wounded 
in his right leg, face, and head. D espite these 
pa inful injuries, he took charge, repositioning 
the team members and directing their fire to 
facilita te the land ing of an ext raction aircraft, 
and the loading of wounded and dead team 
members. H e then th rew smoke cannisters to 
direc t the aircraft to the team's position. Despite 
his severe wounds and under in tense enemy fire, 
he carried and dragged half of the wounded 
team members to the awaiting a ircra ft. H e then 
provided protective fire by running alongside 
the aircraft as it moved to pick u p the remain­
ing team members. As the enemy's fire intensi­
fied , he hurried to recover the body and the 
classi fied documen ts on the dead team leader. 
When he reached the team lead er's body, Ser­
geant Benavidez was severely wounded b y small 
arms fire in the abdome n and grenade frag­
ments in his back. At nearly the same moment, 
the aircraft pilo t was mortally wounded, and his 
helicopter crashed. Although in extremely 
critical condition due to his multiple wounds, 
Sergeant Benavidez secured the classi fied 
d ocuments and made h is way back to the wreck­
age, where he aided the wounded out of the 
overturned aircraft, a nd gathe red the stunned 
survivors into a d efensive perimeter. Under 
increasing enemy automatic weapons and gre­
nade fire, he moved around the perimeter dis­
tributing water and ammunition to his weary 
men, reinstilling in them a will to live and fight. 
Facing a build-up of enemy opposition with a 
beleagured team, Sergean t Benavidez mustered 
his strength , and began calling in tactical ai r 
strikes and directing the fire from supporting 
gunships, to suppress the enemy's fire and so 
permit another extrac tion attemp t. H e was 
wounded again in his thigh by small arms fi re 
whi le administe ring first aid to a wounded team 
member just before another extraction heli­
copter was able to land. His indomi table spirit 
kep t him going as he began to ferry his com­
rades to the craft . On his second trip with the 
wounded , he was clubbed from behind by an 
enemy soldier. In the ensuing hand-to-hand 
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combat, he sustained additional wounds to his 
head and arms before killing his adversary. He 
then continued under d evastating fire to carry 
the wounded to the helicopter. Upon reaching 
the aircraft, he spotted and kill ed two enemy 
soldiers who were rushing the craft from an 
angle that prevented the aircraft door gunner 
from firing upon them. With little strength re­
m aining, h e made one las t trip to the perimeter 
to ensure that all classified material had been 
collected or d estroyed, and to bring in the re­
maining wounded. Only then, in extremely 
serious conditi on from numerous wounds and 
loss of blood, did he allow himself to be pulled 
into the extrac tion aircraft. Sergeant Benavid ez' 
gallant choice to join voluntarily his comrades 
who were in critical straits, to expose himself 
constantly to withering enemy fire, and his 
refu sal to be stopped d espite numerou s severe 
wounds, saved the lives of at least eight men. 
H is fea rl ess personal leadership, tenacious devo­
tion to duty, and ex tremely valorous ac tions in 
the face of o,·erwhelmi ng odds were in keeping 
with the highes t traditions of the military serv­
ice, and refl ect the utm ost credit on him and 
the United States Army. 

RONALD R EAGAN 

Sergeant Benavidez, a nation gra teful 
to you, and to all your comrades living 
and dead, a,rnrds you its highest symbol 
of gratitude for service above and beyond 
the call of duty, the Congressional Medal 
of Honor. 

[The President presented the award to Master 
S ergeant Benavidez.] 

N OTE: The President spoke at 1: 45 p.m. at the 
ceremony held in the Inner Court of the 
Pentagon. 

Prior to the ceremony, Secretary of D efense 
C aspar W. Weinberger a nd M . Sgt. Benavidez 
and members of his family met with the Presi­
d ent in the O val Office at the White House. 

Suspension of Litigation Against 
Iran 
Executive Order 12294. February 24, 19lfl 

By the autho1ity vested in me as Presi­
dent by the Constitution and statutes of 
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the United States, including Section 203 
of the International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act ( 50 U.S.C. 1702 ), Section 301 
of Title 3 of the United States Code, Sec­
tion 1732 of Title 22 of the United States 
Code, and Section 301 of the National 
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1631 ), in 
view of the continuing unusual and ex­
traordinary threat to the national security, 
foreign policy and economy of the United 
States upon which were based the declara­
tions of national emergency in Executive 
Order No. 12170, issued November 14, 
1979, and in Executive Order No. 12211 , 
issued April 17, 1980, in light of the agree­
ment with the Government of Iran, as 
refl ected in the Declarations of the Gov­
ernment of the Democratic and Popular 
R epublic of Algeria dated January 19, 
1981, rela ting to the release of United 
States diplomats and na tionals being held 
as hostages and to the resolution of claims 
of United States nationals against Iran, in 
order to implement Article II of the 
Declaration of Algeria concerning the 
settlement of claims and to begin the proc- • 
ess of nonnalization of rela tions between 
the United States and Iran, it is hereby 
ordered that as of the effective date of this 
Order: 

SECTION 1. All claims which may be 
presented to the Iran-United States 
Claims Tribunal under the tenns of Arti­
cle II of the Declaration of the Govern­
ment of the Democratic and Popular 
R epublic of Algeria Concerning the Set­
tlement of Claims by the Government of 
the United States of America and the 
Government of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, and all claims for equitable or other 
judicial relief in connection with such 
claims, ar; hereby suspended, except as 
they may be presented to the Tribunal. 
During the period of this suspension, all 
such claims shall have no legal effect in 
any action now pending in any court of 
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national Communication Agency ( Pro­
grams) . 

Since 1979 Mr. Hughes has been presi­
dent, publisher, and editor of Hughes 
Newspapers, Inc., Orleans, Mass. He 
founded the company in 1977. He was 
director and consultant, News-Journal, 
Wilmington, Del., in 1975-78; radio 
correspondent from Far East for West­
inghouse Broadcasting Co. in 1964-70; 
weekly television commentator, WBZ­
TV, Boston, Mass., in 1962-64. In 1954-
79 Mr. Hughes held a wide variety of 
positions with the Christian Science 
Monitor. He was Africa correspondent in 
1955-61 , assistant overseas news editor 
in 1962- 64, Far East correspondent in 
1964- 70, managing editor in 1970, editor 
in 1970-76, and editor and manager in 
1976--79. In 1952-54 he was South Afri­
can correspondent for the Daily Express 
in London. Mr. Hughes was a reporter 
with the London Daily Mirror in 
1950-51. 

Mr. Hughes attended Stationers' Com­
pany's School in London, England, in 
1941-46. He was a ieman Fellow, Har­
vard University, in 1961-62. Mr. Hughes 
was a recipient of the Pulitzer Prize for 
International Reporting in 1967. He was 
director and president of the American 
Society of Newspaper Editors in 1972-80. 

Mr. Hughes is married, has two chil­
dren, and resides in Orleans, Mass. He 
was born April 28, 1930, in Neath, South 
Wales. 

National P.O.W.-M.I.A. 
Recognition Day, 1981 
Remarks on Signing Proclamation 4848 and 
S.J. Res. 50. June 12, 1981 

Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to 
what I think is a very important and 
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worthwhile little signing ceremony here 
in the Rose Garden. I am pleased that 
I'm going to sign a joint resolution and a 
proclamation designating July 17th, 1981 
National P.O.W.- M.I.A. Recognition 
Day. 

The brave men and women who fought 
for our country should all know that 
America does remember and is grate­
fl!I and will always be proud of their 
courage and honor on the battlefield. And 
it's fitting that we pay this special tribute 
to those who so heroically endured the 
hardships and torture of enemy captiv­
ity- unusual in any war in our history, 
because it was the longest period that 
American fighting men have ever been 
held in captivity. Just the thought of the 
terrible pain that they suffered and en­
dured should be seared in our memories 
forever. And let us remember, too, that 
6 years after American involvement in 
Vietnam, in the war, we still don't have 
a full accounting of -our missing service­
men from that conflict, an accounting that 
was guaranteed in the Paris Peace Ac­
cords that brought the fighting there to 
an end, an agreement which has been 
violated. 

Recently, there have been reports that 
Americans are still being held captive in 
Indochina. None of these reports, :[!J) 
sorry to say, has been verified, but the 
world should know that this administra­
tion continues to attach the highest prior­
ity to the problem of those missing in ac­
tion. We intend to seek the fullest possible 
account from the Governments involved. 

I'm grateful that we have with us here 
today one of America's outstanding heroes 
from the Vietnam war, one of the former 
prisoners of war, and now the Senator 
from Alabama, J eremiah Denton, accom­
panied by his lovely wife J ane. July 17th, 
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it is just 16 years-or tha t will be- to the 
day that he was shot down over South­
east Asia. Now, lest someone think that 
there's a little confusion there, he was 
shot down on July 18th, 1965, but when it 
was the 18th there, on this side of the 
dateline it was the 17th. Jeremiah Den­
ton. Who will ever forget on that first 
night in that first plane that arrived a t 
Clark Field in the Philippines, and he was 
the first man we saw come down the ramp 
from the plane, salute our flag, ask God's 
blessing on America, and then thank us 
for bringing them home. 

They're joined here by leaders of the 
House and Senate, many of their col­
leagues, Cap Hollenbeck and Bob 
Dornan, John LeBoutillier and Bill Hen­
don and John Paul Hammerschmidt and 
Tom Lantos from the House, and Sen­
ators Dennis DeConcini and Bob Dole, 
along with Senator Jeremiah Denton. 

And now, I'm going to have the happy 
task of signing the proclama tion and the 
bill. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3 : 02 p.m. at 
the signing ceremony in the Rose Garden at 
the White H ouse. 

As enacted, S.J. Res. 50 is Public Law 97- 13, 
approved June 12. 

National P.O.W.-M.I.A. 
Recognition Day, 1981 
Proclamation 4848. June 12, 1981 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 

Throughout American history our pris­
oners of war have been called upon to 
make uncommon sacrifices. In fulfilling 
their d uty as citizens of the United States 
they have defended American ideals 

while suffering unimaginable indignities 
under the absolute control of the enemy. 
They remained steadfast even whi le their 
treatment contravened international un­
derstandings and violated elementary 
considerations of compassion and moral­
ity. 

All Americans ought to recognize the 
special debt we owe to our fellow citizens 
who, in the act of serving our Nation, 
relinquished their freedom tha t we might 
enjoy the blessings of peace and liberty. 
Likewise, we must remember the unre­
solved casualties of war--our servicemen 
who are still missing. The pain and bitter­
ness of war endure for their families, rela­
tives and fri ends- and for all of us. Our 
Nation will continue to seek answers to 
the many questions that remain about 
their fate. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, R ONALD R EAGAN, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim Friday, July 17, 1981 , 
as National P.O.W.- M.I.A. Recognition 
Day, a day dedicated to all former Ameri­
can prisoners of war, to those still missing, 
and to their famili es. I urge all Americans 
to join in honoring those who made the 
uncommon sacrifice of being held captive 
in war, and to honor as well their loved 
ones who have also suffered valiantly and 
patiently. I also call on appropriate offi­
cials of the Federal, State and local gov­
ernments, as well as private organizations, 
to observe this day with appropriate cere­
monies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have here­
unto set my hand this twelfth day of J une, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and eighty-one, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two 
hundred and fifth. 

R ONALD REAGAN 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
5:02 p .m., June 12, 198 1) 
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Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel­
opment. 

The White House, 
June 16, 1981. 

RONALD REAGAN 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal R egister, 
12 : 15 p.m. , Ju ne 17, 198 1] 

NOTE : The tex t of the Exec utive order was re­
leased on June 17. 

Veterans Medical Care 
Remarks on Signi:·:gkR. 2156 Into Law. 
June 17, 1981 

THE PRESIDENT. I'm pleased today to be 
signing into law this House resolution 
2156. This legislation is aimed at main­
taining the qua lity of medical care for 
our veterans. 

Five State medical schools have been 
established under the Veterans Admin­
istration M edical School Assistance and 
Health Manpower Train ing Act of 1972, 
but due to some unavoidable delays, they 
may lose some of the funds tha t were al­
located to them. 

House resolution 2156 provides an ad­
ditional year for the medical schools to 
use the moneys tha t were allocated by the 
origina l act. These moneys allocated to 
improve the hea lth care of veterans will 
not be withdrawn simply because of un­
avoidable delays that prevented meeting 
of artificial deadlines set within the orig­
inal legisla tion. We owe more than money 
to those who wore thei r country's uniform 
and sacrificed in our behalf, and will not 
waiver in our obliga tion to them. 

So, I am particularly pleased to sign 
this bill which represents a sound and 
productive program for helping Ameri­
can people. So saying, I'll sign it. 

[At this point, the President signed th e bill.] 

REPORTER. Mr. President, why won't 
you meet with the Vietnam veteran hui:1-
ger strikers ? 

THE PRESIDENT. This is the only ques­
tion I'll take on that. Let me explain 
something about tha t. We did have- it 
wasn't possible for me to get out there. 
We did have representatives who met 
with the original group that came in p ro­
testing and were demonstrating, you 
might say. And they were satisfied that 
we were doing the things that they were 
there asking for with regard to Agent 
Orange and the doubling of money for 
research on that, helping the veterans in­
creasing the- we're doubling the amount 
also for the Veterans Treatment Centers, 
the Vietnam Veterans Treatment Cen­
ters, and we are also going forward with 
a program for what is known as effects 
of delayed stress. And this latter group 
then came in and apparently were un­
willing to accept that these th_ings had 
already been agreed to. 

So, this was the only reason. The others 
who had come in and heard the case that 
was presented left satisfied. 

REPORTER. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 : 48 a.m . at 
the si,l!:nin 'I" ceremony in the Roosevelt R oom 
at the White H ouse. 

As enac ted, H .R . 2156 is Public Law 97- 15 
approved June 17. ' 

President's Commission 
on Housing 
Remarks on Meetin!( With the Chairman and 
Vice Chairman . June 17, 1981 

THE PRESIDENT. I know that Secretary 
Pierce shares my delight that Bill Mc­
Kenna has accepted the Chairmanship 
and Carla Hills the Vice Chairmanship 
of the President's Commission on Hous­
ing-. And they, along with the 20 mem-
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OFFICE OF 
THE DIRECTOR 

THE VIETNAM VETERANS LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 

It is time to tap the enormous resource of able and successful 
Vietnam veterans who stand ready , with the proper encouragement, 
to come forward to help their fellow veterans who have lingering 
problems associated with their Vietnam military service. 

The Vietnam Veterans Leade rship Program will: (l} encouraae 
Vietnam veterans to step forward as volunteers tq help their 
fellow veterans who have needs; (2) assure effective help for 
the estimated 500,000 Vietnam veterans who still have signi-
ficant 1 n ering pro iated with their Vietnam 
experience, sue as underemployment or unemploy t ; and (3) 
demonstrate the leadership of the Vietnam veteran. 

The volunteers will work at the senior levels of the commu­
nity's business and government structure to help the commu­
nity build and maintain a coordinated community-wide effort 
to help the Vietnam veteran. The "eyes and ears" of the 
volunteers will be the paid project director. 

The Program will thus stimulate a flow of new, able volunteers 
to complement and reinforce existing government and veterans 
organization programs. 

This voluntary program has· both practical and symbolic impact: 

- It will recruit a signi ficant number of Vietnam 
veterans to setve in a voluntary capacity who are 
not now involved in efforts to assist those Vietnam 
veterans with particular ne~ds. 

- It will recognize that Vietnam veterans are a 
leadership resource, not a group to be pitied or 
to be treated as victims. 

- It will affect national defense in 
modest, but direct way. By a firmin 
of military service du • • 

perhaps a 

rogram • • p serve to restore a nationa l 
perception that military service is an honorable 
calling. 

ity 

Thi~ program was personally approved by the President on July 
16, 1981. 

PEACE CORPS • VISTA • UNIVERSITY YEAR FOR ACTION • NATIONAL CENTER FOR SERVICE LEARNING • 

F OST ER GRANDPAREN T PROGRAM • RETIRED SENIOR VOLUNTEER PROGRAM • SENIOR COMPANION PROGRAM 
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SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS FOR MEETING WITH 
VIETNAM VETERANS LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 

--IT IS APPROPRIATE THAT ON THE EVE OF VETERANS DAY 1981 
WE MEET TO DISCUSS UTILIZING THE LEADERSHIP OF ~IETNAM VETERANS 
AS AN ESSENTIAL NATIONAL RESOURCE, 

--VIETNAM VETERANS DESERVE HIGH PRAISE AND THE SUPPORT OF THEIR 
COMMUNITIES FOR HAVING SERVED THEIR COUNTRY IN A DIFFICULT AND 
DIVISIVE WAR, 

--1 WANT TO EXPRESS MY APPRECIATION TO THESE VETERANS HERE TODAY 
FOR THEIR SERVICE DURING THE WAR AND FOR THEIR CONTINUED 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE TO THE NATION, 

--THE VAST MAJORITY OF VIETNAM VETERANS HAVE READJUSTED WELL AND 
MANY OF THEM ARE VERY SUCCESSFUL, FROM THIS LEADERSHIF POOL 
THIS NEW PROGRAM WILL DRAW VOLUNTEERS WHO WILL WORK TO SOLVE 
THE LINGERING PROBLEMS STILL FACED BY THEIR FELLOW VETERANS, 

--WHILE THESE PROBLEMS ARE SIGNIFICANTJ IT MUST BE RECOGNIZED 
THAT THE STEREOTYPE OF THE VIETNAM VETERAN AS A LOSERJ OR 
VICTIMJ IS INACCURATE ANDJ INDEEDJ MOST HARMS THOSE WHO DO 
FACE SIGNIFICANT PROBLEMS, 

--VIETNAM VETERANS ARE LEADERS AND THESE PEOPLE HERE TODAY 
ARE OUTSTANDING EXAMPLES OF THAT FACT, 
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United States on the International Joint 
Commission-United States and Canada. 

Mr. Bulen was elected to the Indiana 
State House of Representatives in 1960 
and was reelected in 1962. Since I 969 
Mr. Bulen has been an attorney with the 
firm of Bulen, Castor, R obinette and 
Nickels. In 1972- 74 he was chairman of 
the board of Campaign Communicators, 
Inc., involved in Presidential, State, and 
local campaigns. Mr. Bulen was director 
of political liaison at the office of the 
President-elect. H e was eastern coor­
dinator for the Reagan-Bush Committee 
during the Presidential campaign. He 
has been an active Republican for the 
past 30 years. 

Mr. Bulen was graduated from In­
diana University (B.A., 1949; J .D. , 
1952). He served in the Army Air Force 
during World War II. 

Mr. Bulen is married, has four chil­
dren, and resides in Indianapolis, Ind. 
He was born in Pendleton, Ind ., on 
December 31, 1926. 

National Day of Recognition for 
Veterans of the Vietnam Era 
Proclamation 4841. April 23, 1981 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 

The decade which has come to be 
known as the Vietnam era was a time of 
trial for our Nation. Nearly every citizen 
was touched in some way by the war in 
Southeast Asia. 

As in all wars, the brunt of the conflict 
was borne by the soldiers, sai lors, airmen, 
and marines who served in our Armed 
Forces during that time, particularly the 
millions who saw duty in Vietnam. 
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Beyond the 57,000 who died during the 
Vietnam war, we have among us mil­
lions of veterans who have yet to receive 
the full measure of thanks for having 
accepted the call to arms ,vhen such serv­
ice was not popular with all Americans. 
More than 300,000 of these were 
wounded in Vietnam, many suffering 
permanent disabilities. 

The cold statistics are empty, however, 
unless we keep in mind the individual 
and personal drama which accompanies 
each Vietnam-era veteran and casualty. 
Much has been said about the sacrifice 
made by those who served, but full recog­
nition of the Nation's debt of gratitude 
to them is long overdue. 

Our first national commemoration of 
the Vietnam-era veteran was in 1974, 
when Vietnam Veterans Day was pro­
claimed pursuant to a joint resolution of 
the Congress. I believe it ,is appropriate_ 
again to recognize and commemorate 
those men and women who did their 
duty in a time of crisis. No one should 
doubt the nobility of the effort they 
made. 

By their demonstrations of loyalty and 
courage, Vietnam veterans have earned 
our esteem. A recent survey revealed that 
the American public overwhelmingly ad­
mires the Vietnam-era veteran. Cer­
tainly, those veterans who suffer from 
physical and psychic aftereffects can look 
to their fellow citizens for ~derstanding 
and help. 

In these times of economic hardship 
and budget restnct1on every c1t1zen 
should be aware that showing our grati­
tude to the Vietnam veteran will take 
more than leaving it up to the Federal 
Government to provide money and pro­
grams. Each of us must do his or her 
part in reaching out in a personal way 
to these brave men and women. This 
recognition will mean much to the Viet-
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nam veterans who never received the 
thanks they deserved when they orig­
inally returned home from war. 

In honor of those who deserve the pro­
found gratitude of their countrymen, the 
Congress, by joint resolution, has re­
quested the President to issue a procla­
mation designating Sunday, April 26, 
1981 , as a National Day of Recognition 
for Veterans of the Vietnam Era. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, RoNALD REAGAN, 
President of the United States of America, 
call upon all Americans, and upon patri­
otic and civicorganizations, to observe 
Sunday, April 26, 1981, as a National Day 
of Recognition for Veterans of the Viet­
nam Era. I urge my fellow citizens to 
observe this day with appropriate pro­
grams, ceremonies, and activities dedi­
cated to those issues of concern to Vietnam 
veterans. 

I call upon officials of the Government 
to display the flag of the United States 
on all Government buildings and grounds 
on that day in testimony of our respect 
for the contributions of Vietnam vet­
erans. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have here­
unto set my hand this 23rd day of April, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and eighty-one, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two 
hundred and fifth. 

RONALD R EAGAN 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal R egister, 
3: 47 p .m., April 23, 1981] 

Limitation on Agricultural Sales 
to the Soviet Union 
Statement on Lifting the United States 
Limitation. April 24, 1981 

I am today lifting the U.S. limitation 
on additional agricultural sales to the So-

viet Union as I promised to do during 
last year's Presidential campaign. My ad­
ministration has made a full and com­
plete study of this sales limitation, and I 
reached my decision after weighing all 
options carefully and conferring fully 
with my advisers, including members of 
the Cabinet and the National Security 
Council. We have also been consulting 
with our allies on this matter. 

As a Presidential candidate, I indi­
cated my opposition to the curb on sales, 
because American farmers had been un­
fairly singled out to bear the burden of 
this ineffective national policy. I also 
pledged that when elected President I 
would "fully assess our national security, 
foreign policy, and agricultural needs to 
determine how best to terminate" the 
decision made by my predecessor. 

This assessment began as soon as I en­
tered office and has continued until now. 
In the first few weeks of my Presidency, 
I decided that an immediate lifting of the 
sales limitation .could be misinterpreted 
by the Soviet Union. I therefore felt that 
my decision should be made only w~en it 
was clear that the Soviets and other na­
tions would not mistakenly think it indi­
cated a weakening of our position. 

I have determined that our position 
now cannot be mistaken: The United 
States, along with the vast majority of 
nations has condemned and remains op­
posed to the Soviet occupation of Af­
ghanistan and other aggressive acts 
around the world . We will react strongly 
to acts of aggression wherever they take 
place. There will never be a weakening 
of this resolve. 

NOTE: Deputy Press Secre tary Larry M. 
Speakes read the statement to reporters as• 
sembled in the Briefing R oom at the White 
House. 
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