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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release April 17, 1984

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT
AT LUNCHEON
WITH NATIONAL HISPANIC LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

The State Dining Room
1:04 P.M. EST

. THE PRESIDENT: Buenas tardes. And welcome to the
White House. I am delighted to have had this chance to break
bread with you. I met with many of the organizations represented
here today during my first weeks in office. And I had the pleasure
of renewing that acquaintance at a roundtable discussion in
El1 Paso.

And I have a special word of congratulations to
Jose Cano and Raul Yzaguirre. (Laughter.) How am I doing?
(Laughter.) (Applause.) Thank you. But I really mean it --
congratulations for all that they have accomplished in putting
this third National Hispanic Leadership Conference together.

I think being a Californian, even though some people
may doubt this, I've always appreciated our country's rich
Hispanic tradition. And I remember an incident I'm going to tell
you about back when I was Governor. I remember visiting the site,
was just outside of Santa Barbara, where there'd been a truly national
disaster or natural disaster, I should say -- our typical mudslides
when it rains too much. And I visited an area there, an area of nice,
modest, but very nice homes, but all of them had been inundated by
the mud and water that came down from the hills.

And I had just arrived and started down this street
and then went into one home. And there was ar elderly man of Hispanic
descent standing knee-deep in mud in what had been his living
room. And the furniture had all been carried by the mud and piled
up against one wall. And it was pretty obvious from looking at it
that it was rather new. And this man. with that characteristic
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dignity and courtesy, greeted me and said, "Mi casa es su casa,"
standing there in the mud of his home. I never forgot him. It
struck me that here was an individual that amidst all his trials,
having just lost so many of things he dearly loved, still maintained
his pride and composure enough to offer me that most traditional

of Hispanic greetings.

So, let me say, welcome and mi casa es su casa and in
this case it really is your house. (Laughter.) (Applause.)

Americans of Hispanic descent have every right to be
proud of the contributions that they've made and are making to our
way of life. The strength of your values, even in the face of dis-
.crimination and hardship, is an inspiring story of dignity and courage.
The emergence of Americans of Hispanic descent in business and govern-
ment proves that the American dream is alive and well if we just
give it a chance. And we're going to keep on giving it a chance.
Providing more opportunity to all our citizens through a strong and
growing economy has been priority number one of this administration.

Four years ago, talk about economic advancement and
increasing opportunity was, I think, a cruel hoax. Economic stag-
nation and murderous inflation were destroying the dream of a better
life. A spirit of pessimism, not in keeping with the American
character, was rising and even our leaders were throwing up their
hands and saying that there was a malaise throughout the land.

Well, by stopping people from being mauled by higher
and higher taxes, decreasing the regulatory burden and bringing
down inflation, we've set this country back on the road to real
economic growth. We've broken the grip stagnation had on our throats
during the 1970's. And from the pit of pessimism, a stronger and
more vital America is emerging. The gross national product was up
6 percent last year. This year's first quarter growth rate was
7.2 percent, suggesting that this recovery is continuing at a good
clip. And in the last 16 months, 5.1 million people have found
jobs, bringing employment to its highest level in our history,
more people working than have ever worked in the history of this
country.

The unemployment rate is declining faster than any-
one predicted. 1In 1982, we passed the Job Training Partnership Act
to help those who need it the most to develop marketable skills.
Of all the job training and employment programs in the Department
of Labor, and there are many, some of the most effective are sponsored
by Hispanic organizations. Ranking among the top in placement and
cost-effectiveness, s the American GI Forum's National Veteran's
Outreach Procram. Similar to the GI Forum is the well known "SAIR --
Jobs-for-Progress" Program.

MORE



These organizations, both of which were helping people even before
the legislation, have used this opportunity to do even more. And
I want you to know how much I appreciate and applaud your good
citizenship.

Of course, training would be useless unless jobs are
available. And three out of four new jobs are created by small
business. With a recovery gaining steam, 548,000 new businesses
were incorporated last year. I believe that was a record in our
history.

Americans of Hispanic descent already own some 363,000
businesses, generating about $18 billion in sales per year. The
small business surge is good news to your community.

Now, I know that education, the doorway to opportunity,
has always been a major concern to all of you. Indeed, we were talking
about it at our table here. When we arrived in Washington, educational
standards had been falling for nearly 20 years. So, our administration
appointed the National Commission on Excellence in Education, and
we've been mobilizing support across the country to implement its
‘recommendations.

We're turning the situation around, and I'm absolutely
determined to provide opportunities for all American children to
develop the skills they need in this society. One way to do that
is through bilingual education.

The immigration legislation that's now being debated on
the Hill is also important to you and, I know, is a source of concern
to some of you. Well, let me assure you -- well, I will insist
that any immigration legislation passed by the Congress provides
for fair and effective enforcement.

A rising economy and greater opportunities give us
confidence. But America doesn't exist in a vacuum. Today, a
faraway, totalitarian power is committing enormous resources to
change the strategic balance of the world by turning Central
America into a string of anti-American, Soviet-style dictatorships.
And when I use the term anti-American, I'm not using it anti-United
States because we're all Americans -- from Tierra del Fuego in the
south to the North Pole. And it is all of America that this --
assault is aimed at.

If we do not have the courage and the political will
to help them counter this power play, our friends will lose their
freedom and America's security from pole to pole will be threatened.
We've made an ambitious economic effort in that region with the
Caribbean Basin Initiative and an expanding aid program. But
economic assistance, as much as some people on Capitol Hill would
like to think otherwise, will not overcome the military threat.

Nicaragua, with the full support of its Cuban and
Soviet allies, is arming, supplying and directing an insurgency
operation in El Salvador. If they succeed, it will set the course
for the rest )
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of Central America. The United States has a balanced policy: Sup-
porting democracy, effective negotiations, economic aid and security
assistance. The focus of our commitment is countering aggression.

We face one of the major challenges to democracy in our time. Debate
on this issue has strayed too far from reality. If we mean to oppose
communist aggression then we cannot throw every possible roadblock

in the way of helping our peace-loving friends defend themselves.

We cannot ignore the consequences of passively watching guerrillas
force communist dictatorshipsdown the throats of the people of Central
America. If Central America is lot, then our own borders will be
threatened. And that's why this issue is so important to the security
of our people.

There's still time to defend freedom. But to do so,
we can't stand as a house divided against itself. We must recognize
our common values. We must take a no-nonsense approach to protecting
our vital interests.

President Kennedy demonstrated this kind of determination
when he said, "I want it clearly understood that this government will
not hesitate in meeting its prlmary obligations, which are to the
security of our nation."”

We Americans carry a heavy burden. Free people every-
where look to us. If freedom is to survive, much depends on what
we do, on our courage and on our strength of character.

Now, this, of course, is not new. A few weeks ago, I
was honored to meet in the Roosevelt Room with ten American heroes,
Medal of Honor winners who represent the best of our country. And
it was a privilege to be in their company. More than any others
I've met here in the White House, I felt that this, indeed, was their
house. They paid for it with their courage and service above and
beyond the call of duty. Their valor kept this country free and
I was truly awed by them.

Now, it just so happens that these American heroes,
each proudly wearing his Medal of Honor around his neck, were all
Americans of Hispanic descent. And, as I say, we are all Americans.

Your realize that the Medal of Honor -- the Congressional
Medal of Honor isn't just given for someone who was brave in battle
or did something exceptional in that regard. To win that honor, you
must have performed a duty above and beyond the call of duty, the
call of what could be expected of even the bravest person. And all
10 of these Americans of Hispanic descent were wearing, very proudly,
that honor.

Together, united in purpose, we can meet the challenges
to our liberty.

You know, having talked about those, I'm going to take
just a second. I have to tell you one of them was, of course, from
down in Texas, Roy Benevides. I had the pleasure of giving him his
Medal. I don't know what had stalled it. It had been lying there
with -- not being delivered to him, which he had earned, in Vietnam.
Wounded four times,

MORE



going back and forth to a patrol in which every man was wounded. And
he had been carrying these men to the helicopter for evacuation. And
I had asked him to tell me what -- and he was telling it in very
simple terms, kind of minimizing what he had done -- shot four times.
Then, with one of the men over his shoulder, carrying him to the
helicopter, he was attacked by a Vietnamese with a rifle and bayonet.

And he told me, he said, "I know that we're taught to
fend the bayonet aside, but you don't think very fast in circumstances
like that." So, he said, when he thrust the bayonet, he grabbed it --
under his arm -- holding it here. And that arm is totally disabled
now as the man tried to saw back and forth and get that bayonet loose.
And the only reason I'm telling you this, is that at that point in
the story, he said to me, "That's when I got mad." (Laughter.)
(Applause.) :

But together we can make certain that America fullfills
its historic responsibilities and remains the land of opportunity
and freedom that God intended it to be.

So I thank you for being here today. Good luck, and
Vayan con Dios. (Applause.)

END 1:18 P.M. EST
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HISPANIC COALITION LEADERSHIP LUNCHEON

BUENAS TARDES AND WELCOME TO THE WHITE
HOUSE., 1 AM DELIGHTED TO HAVE HAD THIS
CHANCE TO BREAK BREAD WITH YOU, I MET WITH
MANY OF THE ORGANIZATIONS REPRESENTED TODAY
DURING MY FIRST WEEKS IN OFFICE, AND I HAD
THE PLEASURE OF RENEWING THAT ACQUAINTANCE
AT A ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION IN EL PASO,

A SPECIAL WORD OF CONGRATULATIONS TO
(HO-ZAY KAH-N@) AND (?A—OOL EE—SAH—GEE—RAY)
FOR ALL THEY’'VE ACCOMPLISHED IN PUTTING THIS
THIRD NATIONAL HISPANIC LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE TOGETHER,

BEING A CALIFORNIAN, I'VE ALWAYS
APPRECTATED OUR COUNTRY's RICH HISPANIC
TRADITION, BACK WHEN 1 WAS GOVERNOR, 1
REMEMBER VISITING THE SITE OF A NATURAL
DISASTER IN THE SANTA BARBARA AREA.
MUDSLIDES HAD BEEN PLAYING HAVOC WITH
PEOPLE’s HOMES,
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I CAME TO ONE PLACE AND THERE WAS AN ELDERLY
AMERICAN MAN OF HISPANIC DESCENT STANDING
KNEE DEEP IN MUD, THE RUINS OF WHAT ONCE WAS
HIS LIVING ROOM ALL AROUND HIM, EVEN AMID
THIS GREAT CATASTROPHE WITH CHARACTERISTIC
DIGNITY AND COURTESY HE SAID, “MI CASA
ES SU CASA.”

I NEVER FORGOT THAT OLD MAN., IT STRUCK
ME THAT HERE WAS AN INDIVIDUAL, AMIDST ALL
HIS TRIALS, HAVING JUST LOST SO MANY OF THE
THINGS HE DEARLY LOVED, WHO STILL MAINTAINED
HIS PRIDE AND COMPOSURE ENOUGH TO OFFER ME
THIS MOST TRADITIONAL OF HISPANIC GREETINGS,
THIS WAS A TRIBUTE TO HIS OWN UPBRINGING AND
VALUES,

SO, LET ME, TOO, SAY WELCOME. MI CASA
ES SU CASA, IN THE CASE OF THE WHITE HOUSE,
THIS REALLY IS YOUR HOUSE.

AMERICANS OF HISPANIC DESCENT HAVE EVERY
RIGHT TO BE PROUD OF THE CONTRIBUTIONS THEY
HAVE MADE AND ARE MAKING TO OUR WAY OF LIFE,
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THE STRENGTH OF YOUR VALUES, EVEN IN THE
FACE OF DISCRIMINATION AND HARDSHIP, IS AN
INSPIRING STORY OF DIGNITY AND COURAGE., THE
EMERGENCE OF AMERICANS OF HISPANIC DESCENT
IN BUSINESS AND GOVERNMENT PROVES THE
AMERICAN DREAM IS ALIVE AND WELL, IF WE JUST
GIVE IT A CHANCE,

PROVIDING MORE OPPORTUNITY TO ALL OUR
CITIZENS, THROUGH A STRONG AND GROWING
ECONOMY, HAS BEEN PRIORITY NUMBER ONE OF
THIS ADMINISTRATION,

FOUR YEARS AGO, TALK ABOUT ECONOMIC
ADVANCEMENT AND INCREASING OPPORTUNITY WAS A
CRUEL HOAX, ECONOMIC STAGNATION AND
MURDEROUS INFLATION WERE DESTROYING THE
DREAM OF A BETTER LIFE. A SPIRIT OF
PESSIMISM, NOT IN KEEPING WITH THE AMERICAN
CHARACTER, WAS RISING, AND EVEN OUR LEADERS
WERE THROWING UP THEIR HANDS, COMPLAINING
ABOUT A MALAISE,
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BY STOPPING PEOPLE FROM BEING MAULED BY
HIGHER AND HIGHER TAXES, DECREASING THE
REGULATORY BURDEN, AND BRINGING DOWN
INFLATION, WE'VE SET THIS COUNTRY BACK ON
THE ROAD TO REAL ECONOMIC GROWTH, WE'VE
BROKEN THE GRIP STAGNATION HAD ON OUR
THROATS DURING THE 1970's.

FROM THE PIT OF PESSIMISM, A STRONGER
AND MORE VITAL AMERICA IS EMERGING. THE
GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT WAS UP & PERCENT LAST
YEAR, THIS YEAR’s FIRST QUARTER GROWTH RATE
OF 7.2 PERCENT SUGGESTS THE RECOVERY IS
CONTINUING AT A FAST CLIP,

IN THE LAST 16 MONTHS, 5.1 MILLION
PEOPLE HAVE FOUND JOBS, BRINGING EMPLOYMENT
TO ITS HIGHEST LEVEL IN OUR HISTORY, THE
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE IS DECLINING FASTER THAN
ANYONE PREDICTED,

IN 1982, WE PASSED THE JOB TRAINING
PARTNERSHIP ACT TO HELP THOSE WHO NEED IT
THE MOST TO DEVELOP MARKETABLE SKILLS.
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OF ALL THE JOB TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT
PROGRAMS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR -- AND
THERE ARE MANY -- SOME OF THE MOST EFFECTIVE
ARE SPONSORED BY HISPANIC ORGANIZATIONS,

RANKING AMONG THE TOP IN PLACEMENT AND
COST EFFECTIVENESS IS THE AMERICAN
6.1, FORUM’s NATIONAL VETERAN's OUTREACH
PROGRAM. SIMILAR TO THE 6.1, FORUM IS THE
WELL KNOWN "(SAIR) -- JOBS FOR PROGRESS”
PROGRAM, THESE ORGANIZATIONS, BOTH OF WHICH
WERE HELPING PEOPLE EVEN BEFORE THE
LEGISLATION, HAVE USED THIS OPPORTUNITY TO
DO EVEN MORE, 1 WANT YOU TO KNOW HOW MUCH I
APPRECIATE AND APPLAUD YOUR GOOD
CITIZENSHIP,

OF COURSE, TRAINING WOULD BE USELESS,
UNLESS JOBS ARE AVAILABLE. AND THREE OUT OF
FOUR NEW JOBS ARE CREATED BY SMALL BUSINESS.
WELL, WITH THE RECOVERY GAINING STEAM,
548,000 NEW BUSINESSES WERE INCORPORATED
LAST YEAR.
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AMERICANS OF HISPANIC DESCENT ALREADY OWN
SOME 363,000 BUSINESSES, GENERATING ABOUT
$18 BILLION IN SALES PER YEAR, THE SMALL
BUSINESS SURGE IS GOOD NEWS TO YOUR
COMMUNTITY,

I KNOW EDUCATION, THE DOORWAY TO
OPPORTUNITY, HAS ALWAYS BEEN A MAJOR CONCERN
TO ALL OF YOU., WHEN WE ARRIVED IN
WASHINGTON, EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS HAD BEEN
FALLING FOR NEARLY 20 YEARS., SO OUR
ADMINISTRATION APPOINTED THE NATIONAL
COMMISSION ON EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION, AND
WE HAVE BEEN MOBILIZING SUPPORT ACROSS THE
COUNTRY TO IMPLEMENT ITS RECOMMENDATIONS.,

WE ARE TURNING THE SITUATION AROUND, AND I
AM ABSOLUTELY DETERMINED TO PROVIDE
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL AMERICAN CHILDREN TO
DEVELOP THE SKILLS THEY NEED TO COMPETE IN
THIS SOCIETY., ONE WAY TO DO THAT IS THROUGH
BILINGUAL EDUCATION.,
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THE IMMIGRATION LEGISLATION NOW BEING
DEBATED ON THE HILL IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO
YOU, AND 1 KNOW IS A SOURCE OF CONCERN TO
SOME OF YOU, LET ME ASSURE YOU, T WILL
INSIST THAT ANY IMMIGRATION LEGISLATION
PASSED BY THE CONGRESS PROVIDES FOR FAIR AND
EFFECTIVE ENFORCEMENT,

A RISING ECONOMY AND GREATER
OPPORTUNITIES GIVE US CONFIDENCE., BUT
AMERICA DOES NOT EXIST IN A VACUUM, TODAY,
A FARAWAY TOTALITARIAN POWER IS COMMITTING
ENORMOUS RESOURCES TO CHANGE THE STRATEGIC
BALANCE OF THE WORLD BY TURNING CENTRAL
AMERICA INTO A STRING OF ANTI-AMERICAN,
SOVIET-STYLE DICTATORSHIPS. [IF WE DO NOT
HAVE THE COURAGE AND POLITICAL WILL TO HELP
THEM COUNTER THIS POWER PLAY, OUR FRIENDS
WILL LOSE THEIR FREEDOM, AND AMERICA’s
SECURITY WILL BE THREATENED,
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WE HAVE MADE AN AMBITIOUS ECONOMIC
EFFORT IN THAT REGION WITH THE CARIBBEAN
BASIN INITIATIVE AND AN EXPANDING AID
PROGRAM,

BUT ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE, AS MUCH AS
SOME PEOPLE ON CAPITOL HILL WOULD LIKE TO
THINK OTHERWISE, WILL NOT OVERCOME THE
MILITARY THREAT, NICARAGUA -- WITH THE FULL
SUPPORT OF ITS CUBAN AND SOVIET ALLIES -- IS
ARMING, SUPPLYING, AND DIRECTING AN
INSURGENCY OPERATION IN EL SALVADOR. IF
THEY SUCCEED, IT WILL SET THE COURSE FOR THE
REST OF CENTRAL AMERICA, THE UNITED STATES
HAS A BALANCED POLICY: SUPPORTING
DEMOCRACY, EFFECTIVE NEGOTIATIONS, ECONOMIC
AID, AND SECURITY ASSISTANCE, THE FOCUS OF
OUR COMMITMENT IS COUNTERING AGGRESSION. WE
FACE ONE OF THE MAJOR CHALLENGES TO
DEMOCRACY IN OUR TIME.



-9 -

DEBATE ON THIS ISSUE HAS STRAYED TOO
FAR FROM REALITY, IF WE MEAN TO OPPOSE
COMMUNIST AGGRESSION, THEN WE CANNOT THROW
EVERY POSSIBLE ROADBLOCK IN THE WAY OF
HELPING OUR PEACE-LOVING FRIENDS DEFEND
THEMSELVES, WE CANNOT IGNORE THE
CONSEQUENCES OF PASSIVELY WATCHING
GUERRILLAS FORCE COMMUNIST DICTATORSHIPS
DOWN THE THROATS OF THE PEOPLE OF CENTRAL
AMERICA, IF CENTRAL AMERICA IS LOST, THEN
OUR OWN BORDERS WILL BE THREATENED -- AND
THAT IS WHY THIS ISSUE IS SO IMPORTANT TO
THE SECURITY OF OUR PEOPLE,

THERE IS STILL TIME TO DEFEND FREEDOM,
BUT TO DO SO WE CAN NOT STAND AS A HOUSE
DIVIDED AGAINST ITSELF., WE MUST RECOGNIZE
OUR COMMON VALUES, WE MUST TAKE A
NO-NONSENSE APPROACH TO PROTECTING OUR VITAL
INTERESTS,
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PRESIDENT KENNEDY DEMONSTRATED THIS KIND OF
DETERMINATION WHEN HE SAID “,..I WANT IT
CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD THAT THIS GOVERNMENT WILL
NOT HESITATE IN MEETING ITS PRIMARY
OBLIGATIONS WHICH ARE TO THE SECURITY OF OUR
NATION!"

WE AMERICANS CARRY A HEAVY BURDEN,
FREE PEOPLE EVERYWHERE LOOK TO US. IF
FREEDOM IS TO SURVIVE, MUCH DEPENDS ON WHAT
WE DO, ON OUR COURAGE, AND ON OUR STRENGTH
OF CHARACTER. THIS, OF COURSE, IS NOT NEW,

A FEW WEEKS AGO, T WAS HONORED TO MEET
IN THE ROOSEVELT ROOM WITH 10 AMERICAN
HEROES, MEDAL OF HONOR WINNERS WHO REPRESENT
THE BEST OF OUR COUNTRY, IT WAS A PRIVILEGE
TO BE IN THEIR COMPANY., MORE THAN ANY
OTHERS ['VE MET HERE IN THE WHITE HOUSE, I
FELT THAT THIS WAS, INDEED, THEIR HOUSE,
THEY PAID FOR IT WITH THEIR COURAGE AND
SERVICE, ABOVE AND BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY,
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THEIR VALOR KEPT THIS COUNTRY FREE, AND I
WAS TRULY AWED BY THEM,

IT JUST SO HAPPENS THAT THESE AMERICAN
HEROES, EACH PROUDLY WEARING HIS MEDAL OF
HONOR AROUND HIS NECK, WERE ALL AMERICANS OF
HISPANIC DESCENT, YES, WE ARE ALL
AMERICANS. TOGETHER, UNITED IN PURPOSE, WE
CAN MEET THE CHALLENGES TO OUR LIBERTY.
TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE CERTAIN THAT AMERICA
FULFILLS ITS HISTORIC RESPONSIBILITIES AND
REMAINS THE LAND OF OPPORTUNITY AND FREEDOM
GOD INTENDED IT TO BE.

I THANK YOU FOR BEING HERE TODAY, GOOD
LUCK AND VAYAN CON DIOS.,

#HH
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HISPANIC COALITION LEADERSHIP LUNCHEON
TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 1984

Buenas tardes and welcome to the White House. I am
delighted to have had this chance to break bread with you. I met
with many of the organizations represented today during my first
weeks in office, and I had the pleasure of renewing that
acquaintance at a roundtable discussion in E1l Paso.

A special word of congratulations to Jose Cano [Ho-zay
KAH-no] and Raul Yzaguirre [Ra-OOL Ee-SAH-gee-ra: for all
they've accomplished in putting this third National Hispanic
Leadership Conference together.

Being a Californian, I've always appreciated our countryv's
rich Hispanic tradition. Back when I was Governor, I remember
visiting the site of a natural disaster in the Santa Barbara
area. Mudslides had been playing havoc with people's homes. I
came to one place and there was an elderly American man of
Hispanic descent standing knee deep in mud, the ruins of what
once was his living room all around him. Even amid this great

T N e T e e
catastrophe he-lonked-—<at-ma,-apd—in--atl-sincerity said, "Mi casa
es su casa."

I never forgot that old man. It struck me that here was an
individual, amidst all his trials, having just lost so many of
the things he dearly loved, who still maintained his d;gnéty and
composure enough to offer me this most traditional of Hispanic
greetings. This was a tribute to his own upbringing and values.

So, let me too, say welcome. Mi casa es su casa. In the

case of the White House, this really is your house.
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Americans of Hispanic descen be proud of the
contributions they have made and are making to our way of life.
The strength of your values, even in the face of discrimination
and hardship, is an inspiring story of dignity and courage. The
emergence of Americans of Hispanic descent in business and
government proves the American dream is alive and well, if we
just give it a chance.

Providing more opportunity to all our citizens, through a
strong and growing economy, has been priority number one of this
Administratiﬁn.

Four years ago, talk about economic advancement and
increasing opportunity was a cruel hoax. Economic stagnation and
murderous inflation were destroying the dream of a better life.
A spirit of pessimism, not in keeping with the American
character, was rising, and even our leaders were throwing up
their hands, complaining about a malaise.

By stopping people from being mauled by higher and higher
taxes, decreasing the regulatory burden, and bringing down
inflation, we've set this country back on the road to real
economic growth. We've broken the grip stagnation had on our
throats during the 1970's.

From the pit of pessimism, a stronger and more vital America
is emerging. The gross national product was up 6 percent last
year. This year's first quarter growth rate of 7.2 percent
suggests the recovery is continuing at a fast clip.

In the last 16 months, 5.1 million people have found jobs,
bringing employment to its highest level in our history. The

unemployment rate is declining faster than anyone predicted.
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of our commitment is countering aggression. We face one of the
major challenges to democracy in our time.

Debate on this issue has strayed too far from reality. If
we mean to oppose Communist aggression, then we cannot throw
every possible roadblock in the way of helping our peace-loving
friends defend themselves. We cannot ignore the consequences of
passively watching guerrillas force communist dictatorships down
the throats of the people of Central America. If Central America
is lost, then our own borders will be threatened -- and that is
why this issue is so important to the security of our people.

There is still time to defend freedom, but to do so we can
not stand as a house divided against itself. We must recognize
our common values. We must take a no-nonsense approach to
protecting our vital interests. President Kennedy demonstrated
this kind of determination when he said ". . . I want it clearly
understood that this Government will not hesitate in meeting its
primary obligations which are to the security of our Nation!"

We Americans carry a heavy burden. Free people everywhere
look to us. If freedom is to survive, much depends on what we
do, on our courage, and on our strength of character. This, of
course, is not new.

A few weeks ago, I was honored to meet in the Roosevelt Room
with 10 American heroes, Medal of Honor winners who represent the
best of our country. It was a privilege to be in their company.
More than any others I've met here in the White House, I felt
that this was, indeed, their house. They paid for it with their
courage and service, above and beyond the call of duty. Their

valor kept this country free, and I was truly awed by them.
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It just so happens that these Rmerican heroes, each proudly
wearing his Medal of Honor around his neck, were all Americans of
Hispanic descent. Yes, we are all Americans. Together, united
in purpose, we can meet the challenges to our liberty. Together
we can make certain that America fulfills its historic
responsibilities and remains the land of opportunity and freedom
God intended it to be.

I thank you for being here today. 1 and vayan

con Dios.
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Americens of Hispanic descent can be proud of the
contributions they have made and are making to our way of life.
The strength of your values, even in the face of discrimination
and hardship, is an inspiring story of dignity and courage. The
emergence of Americans of Hispanic descent in business and
.government proves the American dream is alive and well, if we
just give it a chance.

Providing more opportunity to all our citizens, through a
strong and growing economy, has been priority number one of this
Administration.

Four years ago, talk about economic advancement and
increasing opportunity was a cruel hoax. Economic stagnation and
murderous inflation were destroying the dream of a better life.
A spirit of pessimism, not in keeping with the American
character, was rising, and even our leaders were throwing up
their hands, complaining about a malaise.

By stopping people from being mauled by higher and higher
taxes, decreasing the regulatory burden, and bringing down
inflation, we've set this country back on the road to real
economic growth. We've broken the grip stagnation had on our
thrgats a;ring the 1970's.

From the pit of pessimism, a stronger and more vital America
is emerging. The gross national product was up 6 percent last
year. This vear's first quarter growth rate of 7.2 percent
suggests the recovery is continuing at a fast clip.

In the last 16 months, 5.1 million people have found jobs,
bringing employment to its highest level in our history. The

unemployment rate is declining faster than anyone predicted.
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Of all the job training and employment programs in the

Department of Labor -- and there are many ~- some of the most ;oL

—_—

effective are sponsored by Hispanic o;ganizations. S

Ranking among the top in placement and cost effectiveness is
the American G.I. Forum's National Veteran's Outreach Program.
Similar to the G.I. Forum is the well known "SER" [rhymes with
air] -- "Jobs For Progress Program."z:gn 1982, we passed the Job
Training Partnership Act to help those who need it the most to

ey

develop marketable skill;;) These two Hispanic organizations,
both of which were helping people even before the legislation,
have used this opportunity to do even more. I want you to know
howimuch I appreciate and applaud your good citizenship.

Of course, training would be useless, unless jobs are
available. And three out of four new jobs are created by small
business. Well, with the recovery gaining steam, 548,000 new
businesses were incorporated last year. Americans of Hispanic
descent already own some 363,000 businesses, generating abocut
$18 billion in sales per yvear. The small business éurge is good
news to your community. .

I know education, the doorway to opportunity, has always
been a mé}or concern to all of you. When we arrived in
Washington, educational standards had been falling for nearly
20 years. So our Administration appointed the National-
Commission on Excellence in Education, and we have been
mobilizing support across the country to implement its

recommendations. We are beginning to turn the situation around,

and I am absolutely determined to provide opportunities for all
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American children to develop the skills they need to compete in
this society.

The immigration legislation now being debated on the Hill is
also important to you, and rightfully so. I think we can all
agree on the need to address this serious and growing problem and
to do so in a way that ends discrimination against illegal
immigrants working and living in this country. Let me assure
you, I will insist that any immigration legislation passed by the
Congress be applied and enforced in a way that prevents
discrimination against Americans of Hispanic descent.

A rising economy and greater opportunities give us
confidence. But America does not exist in a vacuum. Today, a
faraway totalitarian power is committing enormous resources to
change thé strategic balance of the world by turning Central
America into a string of anti-American, Soviet-style
dictatorships. If we do not have the courage and political will
to counter this power play,.our friends will lose their freedom,
and America's security will be threatened.

We have made an ambitious economic effort in that region
with the Caribbean Basin Initiative and an expanding aid program.

But economic assistance, as much as some people on Capitél
Hill would like to think otherwise, will not overcome the
military threat. Nicaragua -- with the full support of its Cuban
and Soviet allies -~ is arming, supplying, and directing an
insurgency operation in El Salvador. If they succeed, it will
set the course for the rest of Central America. The United
States has a balanced policy: supporting democracy, effective

negotiations, econcmic aid, and security assistance. The focus
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of our ccmmitment is countering aggression. We face cne of the
major challenges to democracy in our time.

Debate on this issue has strayed too far from reality. If
we mean to oppose Communist aggression, then we cannot throw
every possible roadblock in the way of helping our peace-loving
friends defend themselves. We cannot ignore the consequences of
passively watching guerrillas force communist dictatorships down
the throats of the people of Central America. If Central America
is lost, then_our own borders will be threatened ~- and that is
whyv this issue is so important to the security of our people.

There is still time to defend freedom, but to do so we can
not stand as a ‘house divided against itself. We must recognize
our common values. We must take a no-nonsense approach to
protecting our vital interests. President Kennedy demonstrated
this kind of determination when he said ". . . I want it clearly
understood that this Government will not hesitate in meeting its
primary obligations which are to the security of our Nation!"

We Americans carry a heavy burden. Free peoplé everywhere
look to us. If freedom is to survive, much depgnds on what we
do, on our courage, and on our strength of character. This, of
céu;se, i; not new.

A few weeks ago, I was honored to meet in the Roosevelt Room
with 10 American heroes, Medal of Honor winners who represent the
best of our country. It was a privilege to be in their companv.
More than anv others I've met here in the White House, I felt
that this was, indeed, their house. They paid for it with their
courage and service, above and beyond the call of duty. Their

valor kept this country free, and I was truly awed by them.



Page 6

It just so happens that these American heroes, each proudly
wearing his Medal of Honor around his neck, were all Americans of
Hispanic descent. Yes, we are all Americans. Together, united
in purpose, we can meet the challenges to our liberty. Together
we can make certain that America fulfills its historic
‘responsibilities and remains the land of opportunity and freedom
God intended it to be. ;- ;
I thank you for being here today. -Goéwble$s~y;; and vavan ’j(

con Dios. -
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AS SOON AS POSSIBLE in room 100 EOB, and send an
information copy to my office.
Thank you
RESPONSE:

Richard G. Darman
Assistant to the President
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HISPANIC COALITION LEADERSHIP LUNCHEON
TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 1584

Buenas tardes and welcome to the White House. I am
~delighted to have had this chance to break bread with you. I met
with many of the organizations represented today during my first
weeks in office, and I had the pleasure of renewing that
acquaintance at a roundtable discussion in El1 Paso.

A special word of congratulations to Jose Cano [Ho-zay
KAH-no] and Raul Yzaguirre [Ra-OOL Ee-SAH-gee-rayal] for all
they've accomplished in putting this third National Hispanic
Leaaership Conferéﬁce together.

Being a Californian, I've always appreciated our countrv's
rich Hispanic tradition. Back when I was Governor, I remember
visiting the site of a natural disaster in the Santa Barbara
area. Mudslides had been playing havoc with people's homes. I
came to one place and there-was an elderly American man of
Hispanic descent standing knee deep in mud, the ruiﬁs of what
once was his living room all around him. Even amid this great
catastrophe he looked at me, and in all sincerity said, "Mi casa
eé su casa."

I never forgot that old man. It struck me that here was an
individual, amidst all his trials, having just lost so many of
the things he dearly loved, who still maintained his dignity and
composure enough to offer me this most traditional of Hispanic
greetings. This was a tribute to his own upbringing and values.

So, let me too, say welcome. Mi casa es su casa. In the

case of the White House, this really is your house.



Page 2

Americans of Hispanic descent can be proud of the
contributions they have made and are making to our way of life.
The strength of your values, even in the face of discrimination
and hardship, is an inspiring story of dignity and courage. The
emergence of Americans of Hispanic descent in business and
.government proves the American dream is alive and well, if we
just give it a chance.

Providing more opportunity to all our citizens, through a
strong and growing economy, has been priority number one of this
Administration.

Four years ago, talk about economic advancement and
increasing opportunity was a cruel hoax. Economic stagnation and
murderous inflation were destroying the dream of a better life.
A spirit of pessimism, not in keeping with the American
character, was rising, and even our leaders were throwing up
their hands, complaining about a malaise.

By stopping people from being mauled by higher and higher
taxes, decreasing the regulatory burden, and bringing down
inflation, we've set this country back on the road to real
economic growth. We've broken the grip stagnation had on our
thrbats a;ring the 1970's.

From the pit of pessimism, a stronger and more vital America
is emerging. The gross national product was up 6 percent last
year. This vear's first quarter growth rate of 7.2 percent
suggests the recovery is continuing at a fast clip.

In the last 16 months, 5.1 million people have found jobs,
bringing employment to its highest level in our history. The

unemployment rate is declining faster than anyone predicted.
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Of all the job training and employment programs in the
Department of Labor -- and there are many -- some of the most
effective are sponsored by Hispanic organizations.

Ranking among the top in placement and cost effectiveness is
the American G.I. Forum's National Veteran's Outreach Program.
Similar to the G.I. Forum is the well known "SER" {[rhymes with
air] -- "Jobs For Progress Program." In 1982, we passed the Job
Training Partnership Act to help those who need it the most to
develop marketable skills. These two Hispanic organizations,
both of which were helping people even before the legislation,
have used this opportunity to do even more. I want you to know
how’much I appfeciate and applaud your good citizenship.

Of course, training would be useless, unless jobs are
available. And three out of four new jobs are created by small
business. Well, with the recovery gaining steam, 548,000 new
businesses were incorporated last year. Americans of Hispanic
descent already own some 363,000 businesses, generating about
$18 billion in sales per yvear. The small business éurge is good
news to your community. .

I know education, the doorway to opportunity, has always
béen a mé}or concern to all of you. When we arrived in
Washington, educational standards had been falling for nearly
20 years. So our Administration appointed the National -
Commission on Excellence in Education, and we have been
mobilizing support across the country to implement its

recommendations. We are beginning to turn the situation around,

and I am absolutely determined to provide opportunities for all
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American children to develop the skills they need to compete in

this society.

The immigration legislation now being debated on the Hill is

~

alsc important to you, and rightfully s0. think we can all
jree on the need to address this serious and growing problem and
> do so in a way that
migrants working and
>u, I will insist that any immigration legislation passed by the
>ngress be applied and enforced in a way that prevents
iscrimination against Americans of Hispanic descent.
~ A rising economy and greater opportunities give us
>nfidence. But America does not exist in a vacuum. Today, a
araway totalitarian power is committiﬁg enormous resources to
1ange the strategic balance of the world by turning Central
nerica into a string of anti-American, Soviet-style
ictatorships. If we do not have the courage and political will
> counter this power play, our friends will lose their freedom,
1d America's security will be threatened.

We have made an ambitious economic effort in that region
with the Caribbean Basin Initiative and an expanding aid program.
. But.;conomic assistance, as much as some people on Capité

Hill would like to think otherwise, will not overcome the
military threat. Nicaragua -- with the full support of its Cuban
and Soviet allies -- is arming, supplying, and directing an
insurgency operation in El Salvador. If they succeed, it will
set the course for the rest of Central America. The United
States has a balanced policy: supporting democracy, effective

negotiations, econocmic aid, and security assistance. The focus
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of our cocmmitment is countering aggression. We face cne of the
major challenges to democracy in our time.

Debate on this issue has strayed too far from reality. If
we mean to oppose Communist aggression, then we cannot throw
every possible roadblock in the way of helping our peace-loving
friends defend themselves. We cannot ignore the consequences of
passively watching guerrillas force communist dictatorships down
the throats of the people of Central America. If Central America
is lost, then.our own borders will be threatened -- and that 1is
why this issue is so important to the security of our people.

There is still time to defend freedom, but to do so we can
th‘stand as a house divided against itself. We must recognize
our common values. We must take a no-nonsense approach to
protecting our vital interests., President Kennedy demonstrated
this kind of determination when he said ". . . I want it clearly
understood that this Government will not hesitate in meeting its
primary obligations which are to the security of our Nation!"

We Americans carry a heavy burden. Free peoplé everywhere
look to us. If freedom is to survive, much depgnds on what we
do, on our courage, and on our strength of character. This, of
céurse, is not new,.

A few weeks ago, I was honored to meet in the Roosevelt Room
with 10 American heroes, Medal of Honor winners who represent the
best of our country. It was a privilege to be in their company.
More than anv others I've met here in the White House, I felt
that this was, indeed, their house. They paid for it with their

courage and service, above and beyond the call of duty. Their

valor kept this country free, and I was truly awed by them.
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It just so happens that these American heroes, each proudly
wearing his Medal of Honor around his neck, were all Americans of
Hispanic descent. Yes, we are all Americans. Together, united
in purpose, we can meet the challenges to our liberty. Together
we can make certain that America fulfills its historic
‘responsibilities and remains the land of opportunity and freedom
God intended it to be.

I thank you for being here today. God bless you and vavan

con Dios. -



April 17, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR: Ben Elliott
From: J. Gregory Bal e (Jacobson/Pelletier)
Subject: Presidential Remarks: Hispanic Coalition

Leadership Luncheon

Page 3, 2nd full paragraph, 3rd sentence

The figure "548,000 new businesses" was based on data compiled
from January through November, not taking the month of December
into account. The following sentence would be accurate:

"Well, with the recovery gaining steam, about 600,000 new
businesses were incorporated last year."

Page 3, 2nd full paragraph, 4th sentence

OMB is not able to locate the data source for this sentence.

Page 4, first full paragraph, second sentence

Delete the remainder of sentence starting with "and to do so in a
way that ends discrimination ..."

Page 4, first full paragrpah, third sentence

Suggest rewriting the senfépce to read:

\
Let me assure you, I will insist that any immigration

legislation passed by the Congress provide for fair and
effective enforcement.

cc: Richard Darman
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Ben Elliott
From: J. Gregory Ballenti cobson/Pelletier)
Subject: Presidential Remarks: Hispanic Coalition

Leadership Luncheon

Page 3, 2nd full paragraph, 3rd sentence

The fiqure "548,000 new businesses" was based on data compiled
from January through November, not taking the month of December
into account. The following sentence would be accurate:

"Well, with the recovery gaining steam, about 600,000 new
businesses were incorporated last year."

Page 3, 2nd full paragraph, 4th sentence

OMB is not able to locate the data source for this sentence.

cc: Richard Darman
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Thank vou :
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Richard G. Darman
Assistant to the President
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HISPANIC COALITION LEADERSHIP LUNCHEON
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Buenas tardes and welcome to the White House. I am
delighted to have had this chance to break bread with you. I met
with many of the organizations represented today during my first
weeks in office, and I had the pleasure of renewing that
acquaintance at a roundtable discussion in El Paso.

A special word of congratulations to Jose Cano [Ho-zay
KAH-no] and Raul Yzaguirre [Ra-OCL Ee-SAH-gee-raya] for all
they've accomplished in putting this third National Hispanic
Leaéership Conferéhce together.

Being a Californian, I've always appreciated our country's
rich Hispanic tradition. Back when I was Governor, I remember
visiting the site of a natural disaster in the Santa Barbara
area. Mudslides had been playing havoc with people's homes. I
came to one place and there-was an elderly American man of
Hispanic descent standing knee deep in mud, the ruiﬁs of what
once was his living room all around him. Even amid this great
catastrophe he looked at me, and in all sincerity said, "Mi casa
eé su casa."

I never forgot that o0ld man. It struck me that here was an
indi&idual, amidst all his trials, having just lost so many of
the things he dearly loved, who still maintained his dignity and
composure enough to offer me this most traditional of Hispanic
greetings. This was a tribute to his own upbringing and values.

So, let me too, say welcome. Mi casa es su casa. In the

case of the White House, this really is your house.
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Americens of Hispanic descent can be proud of the
contributions they have made and are making to our way of life.
The strength of your values, even in the face of discrimination
and hardship, is an inspiring story of dignity and courage. The
emergence of Americans of Hispanic descent.in business and
.government proves the American dream is alive and well, if we
just give it a chance.

Providing more opportunity to all our citizens, through a
strong and grpwing economy, has been priority number one of this
Adninistration.

Four years ago, talk about economic advancement and
increasing oppértunity was a cruel hoax. Economic stagnation and
murderous inflation were destroying the dream of a better life.

A spirit of pessimism, not in keeping with the American
character, was rising, and even our leaders were throwing up
their hands, complaining about a malaise.

By stopping people from being mauled by higher and higher
taxes, decreasing the regulatory burden, and bringing down
inflation, we've set this country back on the road to real
economic growth. We've broken the grip stagnation had on our
thr;ats é;ring the 1970's.

From the pit of pessimism, a stronger and more vital America
is emerging. The gross national ‘product was up 6 percent last
year. This vear's first quarter growth rate of 7.2 percent
suggests fhe recovery is continuing at a fast clip.

In the last 16 months, 5.1 million people have found jobs,

ringing employment to its higheét level in our history. The

unemployment rate is declining faster than anyone predicted.
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Of all the job training and employment programs in the
Department of Labor -- and there are many ~- some of the most
effective are sponsored by Hispanic organizations.

Ranking among the top in placement and cost effectiveness is
the American G.I. Forum's National Veteran's Outreach Program.
Similar to the G.I. Forum is the well known "SER" [rhymes with
air] =-- "Jobs For Progréss Program." 1In 1982, we passed the Job
Training Partnership Act to help those who need it the most to
develop marketable skills. These two Hispan.. organizations,
both of which were helping people even before the legislation,
have used this opportunity to do even more. I want you to know
how-much I apprecjate and applaud your good citizenship.

0f course, training wouldupe useless, unless jobs are

available. And three out -of four new jobs are created by small

T————

business. Well, with the recovery gaining steam, 548,000 new >éj
businesses were incorporated last year. Americans of Hispanic

descent already own some 363,000 businesses, generating about

$18 billion”ip‘§g}g§uge; year. The small business éurge is good
news to your community. .

I know education, the doorway to opportunity, has always
bée; a m;gor concern to all of you. When we arrived in
Washington, educational standards had been falling for nearly
20 years. So our Administration appointed the National-
Commission on Excellence in Education, and we have been
mobilizing-support across the country to implement its

recommendations. We are beginning to turn the situation around,

and I am absolutely determined to provide opportunities for all
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American children to develop the skills they need to compete in
this society.

The immigration legislation now being debated on the Hill is
also important to you, and rightfully so. I think we can all
agree on the need to address this serious and growing problem and
to do so in a way that ends discrimination against illegal
immigrants working and living in this country. Let me assure
you, I will insist that any immigration legislation passed by the
Congress be applied and enforced in a way that prevents
discrimination against Americans of Hispanic descent.

A rising economy and greater opportunities give us
confidence. But America does not exist in a vacuum. Today, a
faraway totalitarian power is committing enormous resources to
change the strategic balance of the world by turning Central
America into a string of anti-American, Soviet-style
dictatorships. If we do not have the courage and political will
to counter this power play,.our friends will lose their freedom,
and America's security will be threa£ened.

We have made an ambitious economic effort in that region
wit? the Caribbean Basin Initiative and an expanding aid program.

But economic assistance, as much as some people on Capitél
Hill would like to think otherwise, will not overcome the
military threat. WNicaragua -- with the full support of its Cuban
and Soviet allies -- is arming, supplying, and directing an
insurgency operation in El Salvador. If they succeed, it will
set the course for the rest of Central America. The United
States has a balanced policy: supporting democracy, effective

negotiations, economic aid, and security assistance. The focus
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of our ccmmitment is countering aggression. We face cne of the
major challenges to democracy in our time.

Debate on this issue has strayed too far from reality. 1If
we mean to oppose Communist aggression, then we cannot throw
every_possible roadblock in the way of helping our peace-loving
friends defend themselves. We cannot ignore the consequences of
passively watching guerrillas force communist dictatorships down
the throats of the people of Central America. If Central America
is lost, then-our own borders will be threatened -- and that is
why this issue is so important to the security of our people.

There is still time to defend freedom, but to do so we can
not.stand as a house divided against itself. We must recognize
our common values. We must take a no-nonsense approach to
protecting our vital interests. Presiaent Kennedy demonstrated
this kind of determination when he said ". . . I want it clearly
understood that this Government will not hesitate in meeting its
primary obligations which are to the security of our Nation!"

We Americars carry a heavy burden. Free peoplé everywhere
look to us. If freedom is to survive, much depgnds on what we
do, on our courage, and on our strength of character. This, of
céurse, is not new.

A few weeks ago, I was honored to meet in the Roosevelt Room
with 10 American heroes, Medal of Honor winners who represent the
best of our country. It was a privilege to be in their companv.
More than ény others I've met’here in the White House, I felt
that this was, indeed, their house. They paid for it with their
courage and service, above and beyond the call of duty. Their

valor kept this country free, and I was truly awed by them.



Page 6

It just so happens that these American heroes, each proudly
wearing his Medal of Honor around his neck, were all Americans of
Hispanic descent. Yes, we are all Americans. Together, united
in purpose, we can meet the challenges to our liberty. Together
we can make certain that America fulfills its historic
‘responsibilities and remains the land of opportunity and freedom

God intended it to be.

I thank you for being here today. God bless you and vavan

con Dios.






V - 13UV Pelile

.PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HISPANIC CCALITION LEADERSHIP LUNCHEON
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Buenas tardes and welcome to the White Hcouse. I am
delighted to have had this chance to break bread with you. I met
with many of the organizations representéd today during my first
weeks in office, and I had the pleasure of reneﬁing that
acquaintance at a roundtable»diséussion in E1 Paso.
| A special word of congratulations to Jose Cano [Ho-zay
KAH-no] and Raul Yzaguirre [Ra-OOL Ee-SAH—gee—ray;?,for all
they've accomplished in putting this third National Hispanic
Leaéership Conferéhce together.

Being a Californian, I've always appreciated our country's
rich Hispanic tradition. Back when I was Governor, I remember
visiting the site of a natural disaster in the Santa Barbara
area. Mudslides had been playing havoc with people's homes. I
came to one place and there-was an elderly American man of
Hispanic descent sténding knee deep in mud, the ruiﬁs of what
once was-his living room all around him. Even amid this great
catastrophe he looked at me, and in all sincerity said, "Mi casa
eé su casa."

I never forgot that old man. It struck me that here was an
individual, amidst all his trials, having just lost so many of
the things he dearly loved, who still maintained his dignity and .
qomposure:enough to offer me this most traditional of Hispanic :
greetings. This was a tribute to his own upbringing and values.

’

So, let me too, say welcome. Mi casa es su casa. In the

case of the White House, this really is your house.




Of all the job training and employment programs in the
Department of Labor -- and there are many -- some of the most
effective are sponsored by Hispanic organizations.

Ranking among the top in placement and cost effectiveness is
the American G.I. Forum's National Veteran's OQutreach Program.
Similar to the G.I. Forum is the well known "SER" [rhymes with
air] ;-."Jobs For Progreggﬁl%ogram.'sy}n 1982, we passgd—the Job
Training Partnership Act to help those who need it the most to
develop marketable skills. These two Hispanic organizations,

both of which were helping people even before the legislation,

have used this opportunity to do even more. I want you to know

how much I appreciate and applaud your good citizenship.

of coursél training would be useless, unless jobs are
available. And three out of four new jobs are created by small
business. Well, with the recovery gaining steam, 548,000 new
businesses were incorporated last year. Americans of Hispanic
descent already own some 363,000 businesses, generating about
$18 billion in sales per year. The small business éurge is good
news to your ¢ommunity. .

I know education, the doorway to opportunity, has always
bée; a m;gor concern to all of you. When we arrived in
Washington, educational standards had been falling for nearly

20 years. So our Administration appointed the National-

Commission on Excellence in Education, and we have been

mobilizing support across the country to implement its
recommendation%. We are beginning to turn the situation around,

and I am absolutely determined to provide opportunities for all
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relish "vary stop we make while we're on the road. But I have to tell
hering today is one I've Especially 1cokRe

.1. Forum gives wne i i
ts have done: t 5
t j f

tﬁlug lﬂpUFt
d

The 6.1. Forum was founded by Hispanic Americans whd WGre our country's
unirform, who fought in our wars, who account or some of the most astonishing
acts of valor and personal sacrifice in the great and long history of our
nation‘s Armed Forces. I gon'‘t think I have to recount those deeds to you. I
RNowW you're proud of them, and 1 Know they are part of the proud heritage that
you pass on to your chiloren. And that's why I thought you might like to Know
about something that happened recently in Washington -- something that says a
lot sbout thne courage and contributions of Hispanic Americans to our freedam.

ihe Pentagon has a wonoerful tradition of dedicating their hallways to some
of our greatest military figures. Now, like myself, wmost of you who were in the
military procably didn't spend much time in the Puntagar during your careers.
But, as President, I've had a chance to seg same OF the €xnigits and memoradilia
in those corridors dedicated to great men like bGenerals MacArthur and
CiSENNGWET .
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As Amgricans of Hispanic descent take their rightful place in the front
ranks of gur nation's leadership, I Know you will always remember thoOsS€ who
oggan so much in Texas 35 years ago. Dr. Garcia, all of us pay tribute to you

oday. 1 speak for everyone here when I say to you, sir -- and I hope I can get
this right -- Usted es un gran lider de su pueblo LYou areg a great leader of
your peopiel.

Wwith my ingbility at languages, you may not nave 1o translate tnat for the
Anglos; you may have to translate it for the Hispanics. (Laughter]

Now, 1 don't need to tell you the Struggle against giscrimination is never
OvEr, and this administration will stand bGeside you 35 you continue the
struggle. Wwe have appointed more than 125 Hispanics 0 Key positions in this
goministravion. And our Justice Depariment is5 ever glert (0 safeguard your
Civil rights and those of all Americans.

LeEt me just say a word avout our gxcellent relations with the 6.1, Forum.
They begin with the efforis of one cutstanding individual, your chairman, Jose
Cano. Now, hie and I may not always agree, but we've worked well together to
accomplish a great deal and my pledge to him is my pledge toc you: You have a
friend in Washington. As long as I am there, the Oval Gffice will be a place of
warmin and hospitality for Hispanic Americanms.

Ladies and gentlemen, the concern that you've shown for justice for your own
pegple is the best tradition of America. You should be especidlly proud that
EVEN in ihe seventies, when the demands of special-interest politicians were in
fuli cry, you always advanced your own cause within the framework of advancing
your country's interest Tirst.

Now, we've just emerged from the gra of special interests, a sad time when
coalitions were built with an eye toward the next election, not what's good for
the country. Some would have us forget what that Kind of politics did to us,
especially to those at the bottom of the sociceconomic ladder. It was thase
americans -- many of them of Hispanic descent -- who suffered most from the
gconomic mess thnat was left to us in 1980. 1t was they who were deprived of the
grnily cnance they ever rea ly wanted: the chance to show how far their faith,
dreams, and talents could take them in a free society.

Today, many who s5till practice the politics of the past woOuld take you Gack
to the days of lost opportunities, special-interest politics, tax and tax, spend
and spend. Well, let me remind you what those days were like. In the 1970's,
it was special-interest politics that tripled Federal spending and
special-interest politics that doubled Federal taxes in just 5 years, between
1976 and 1781. All that big spending and taxing drained life and energy from
the economy. Opportunities dried up, and lower income Americans found it harder
to make ends meet. ‘

Think back toc those desperate days when paychecks grew smaller and the
Grocery bBills grew higher and higher. In 1980 we had the worst inflaticn since
the Second world War, the highest prime interest rate —- 21 1/2 percent -- in
more tihan a centu ury, sgaring taxes, and rising unemployment. But what had you
ngard from those in Washington: That you suffered from a malaise, that it was
your fault, that you wanted too much, that you hiad to give up your hopes and
tell your children not to dream as yau ONCE dreamed.
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The bureaucratic profiteers were in full control. EvVEDN &s UHE ECONOmy was
collapsing around them, they could only come up with more and more schemes to
superintend their disasters angd run our lives —-- EvEn down to restricting credit
cards and supervising thermostats.

But there's a strain of pride, independence, and common sense that runs
through this country which no fast-talking, chicken-in-every-pot politician has
EVEr regally escaped for long. rrom the very beginning of this country, our
people have had an uncanny RKnack for reminding politicians who's really 1n
charge here, who it is under the American Constitution that has the Tinal say.
And so the pECplE SpoRE. They spoke for the future and their chilldren's future.
THEY SPOKE Tor change.

And that's when we went U0 work, €ven as the special-interest politicians
precicted G"Dm and disaster. They said we coulon't do it -- indeed, they fought
us a1l the way -- but we cut the growthn in Federal spending oy 40 percent. TheEy
said we coulan't do it -- tney fought us all the way-- but we cut every
Amegrican's tax rates by 25 percent. They said we couldn't do it -- they foughnt
us ail tne way -- but we came up with the most important reform of them gil. In
1785 your income tax rates will be indexed, so that never again will you be
pushed into higher tax Grackets just by inflation, by which government prorits.

Ina iittle over Z 1/2 years we've moveED Trom economic disaster to economic
growth. Sure we have a long way to go, Gut look at the results coming in: The
prime rate is gown Oy nearly half; intlation is down by 80 percent; the economy
grew last guarter at an annual rate of 8.7 percent; purchasing power 15 gaing
up re AREricans are now working than ever before in the history of the

11 that cur program is

let mg touch On one more important area Where we're moving forward,

t € things Getter. When I visited San Antonio in May I expressed my
the impact of tine pesc devaluaticn on the pecple of scuthern Texas
r areas of other States. 1 said this is not just your problem;

roblem, and we'll meet it together. Well, that's exactly what we're
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Remember how Oour national defenses Were crumbling?

Well, today ocur defenses are being rebuilt. The Soviet Union's attempts (o
dominate the world are being checked, and we have begun hard bargaining that can
result in realistic and verifigble arms conirol treaties.

Let me say something here about a foreign policy area I Know you have a
special interest in. Our policy in (entral America can be very simply put ano
Clearly understooo: We want to see the pecples of those nations escape the
poverty and oppression of their pasts; we want to see them move toward soCigties
where gemocratic and human rights are protected and where a cecent standard of
living is assured. We will bend every effort through economic and technical
assistance to help them accomplish this goal. But I know that you'll agree with
mg that they'll never have a chance (o builo their future of frescom and
prosperity i they're surrendered to the tender mercies of rigel Castro, Colonel
Gadhafi, and their superintendents in Moscow. We can‘t let that happen; we
won't let it happen.

The goal of our policy south of the border is pilain: The Amgricas belong to
the peoples of the Americas and ncbody else. And we're ail Americans. From the
South Pole to the North Pole -- and no other place an earth can say this -- ail
of us in the more than 30 countries of this Western HeEmisphere are Americans.

Yes, wg respect and we honor ocur national sovereigniy and we're loyal, each
to our own countries, but wihere glse in the world do you Ccross a bBorger as you
can here intc another nation and still be among Americans?

Now, I realize the naysayers and doomcriers are not tripping over gach other
to give us credit for a strcnger foreign policy, updaied detenses, Or economic
recovery, and 1 can sympathize with them -- just think of 3ll those campaign
speeches that would have toc oe rewritten. The special-interest politicians may
forget that the record is clear. €C3use Americans didn't take no for an
answer, they gelieved in their future, rejected counseis of retreat and
supported this administration's efforts to get our measures through the
(ongress, America i1s growing in pride and strengih at home and abroad.

It seems tc me that those naysayers have some explaining to do. They are the
ONES WhHo Said we couldn't oo it, but we dig it. They're the ones whno saig it
wouldn't worw, but it's working. And aliways reEmEmGEr, they are the OhEs Wid
fought us all the way and are still fighnting us today.

The theme of your C

onvention is the Hispanic American renaissance. During
your meetings, I hope you'

gu'll keep in mind the real message I have goes far
beyond the statistics 1've recited Gr the economic growth that we're enjoying.
The fundamental guestion before us today is not just the Hispanic American
renaissance; it is our uauntry" reriaissance. Do we Kkeep cur country upward
bound and on the wmove sgain? Or G0 wWe GO back o big government and econcmic
decline? Wiil we hold fast to the values of work and vamily, or will we return
to never-ending government intrusions into how we SpeEnd our paychnecks and how we

raise our cniloren?

There isn't time G outline all that weE're irying toc doc toc give back toc you,
the American people, control over your own lives and destinies. EvEN &5 W€
fight to restcre prosperity at home and cur prestige abroad, we're dealing
firmly and imaginatively with the wmenace of crime and 4rugs thdL has cost us
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colored riobon." You have always understood this better than most. You've Known
that the values, faith, and dreams of a pecple mean far more thanm a thousand
promises of an easy life or a comfortable existence. You have reminded us that
independence, honor, and devotion to country and fTamily are more than zust
woras. You have stGod by those valugs, you've lived them, and you've uoEen an
inspiratiaon to your children and your countrymen.

As I said when 1 began, I've come here today to thank you for all that. But
I came here today, too, to speak of tne future and to challenge you to the roie
that you must play in it. Decause ihE peEcple have spoken for change, AmErica is
petter off bGecause Gf that than shE was a few years Bgo. Now it is in your
fiands Lo Continue that progress —- through this century and the next. Don't let
f e ] - [ 13 _— =l P Ll e Lo o d e - - o & o om n o g, - — ok R TR e 4 Lo
AMET1ICd 5iNK OdCKR 10 W€ UOrgaom ano l“tulULllL}i Ui LUllCLLlVlbm, Ly Liig
politics of envy, prolest, and special interests.

Keep AmeErica upward dound, on the move; Keep her dlways that shining city,
that inspiration, that "last Gest hope" to all UhE Oppressed and helpless of the
world.

God bless you, anc God bless America.

Thank you.

Note: The President spoke at 1:38 p.m. in the €1 Paso Civic Center. He was
introduced by Ernest Angelo, the Forum's national committeeman from Texas.

On Frigay evening, August 12, the President met at the Marriott Hotel with
the leacersiip of the American G.1. rorum. The following morning, he met at the
hGULEL with Senator Jonn Tower.

FOllowing nis appearance at the Civic Center, the President met with
representatives of the National Nacotics Border Interciction System and the E1
Paso Inteiligence Center at the Marriott Hotel. He stayed at the hotel
overinight.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

4/16/84 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMNMENT DUE BY: ASAP

SUBJECT:

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HISPANIC COALITION LEADERSHIP LUNCHEON

TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 1984

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O O  McFARLANE e O
MEESE y O & MMANUS O
BAKER— U_>/ MURPHY o O
DEAVER O ©” OGLESBY o O
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ELLIOTT :
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REMARKS:

The attached has gone forward to the President. Please
forward any comments/edits directly to Ben Elliott

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE in room 100 EOB, and cend an
information copy to my office.

Thank vou

RESPONSE:

To:

Red
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[d .
(l s o Rlchard G. Darman

Assistant to the President
Ext. 2702
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The attached has gone forward to the President. Please
forward any comments/edits directly to Ben Elliott

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE in room 100 EOB, and cend an
information copy to my office.

Thank vou

RESPONSE:

Richard G. Darman
Assistant to the President
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HISPANIC COALITION LEADERSHIP LUNCHEON
TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 1684

Buenas tardes and welcome to the White House. I am
delighted to have had this chance to break bread with you. I met
with many of the organizations represented today during my first
weeks in office, and I had the pleasure of renewing that
acquaintance at a roundtable discussion in El Paso.

A specidl word of congratulations to Jose Cano [Ho-zay
KAH~-no] and Raul Yzaguirre [Ra-OOL Ee-SAH-gee-rayal for all
they've accomplished in putting this third National Hispanic
Leaaership Conferéhce together.

Being a Californian, I've always appreciated our country's
rich Hispanic tradition. Back when I was Governor, I remember
visiting the site of a natural disaster in the Santa Barbara
area. Mudslides had been playing havoc with people's homes. I
came to one place and there-was an elderly American man of
Hispanic descent standing knee deep in mud, the ruiﬁs of what
once was his living room all around him. Even amid this great
catgstrogpe he looked at me, and in all sincerity said, "Mi casa
eé su casa."

I never forgot that o0ld man. It struck me that here was an
individual, amidst all his trials, having just lost so many of
the things he dearly loved, who still maintained his dignity and
composure enough to offer me this most traditional of Hispanic
greetings. This was a tribute to his own upbringing and values.

So, let me too, say welcome. Mi casa es su casa. In the

case of the White House, this really is your house.
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Americans of Hispanic descent can be proud of the
contributions they have made and are making to our way of life.
The strength of your values, even in the face of discrimination
and hardship, is an inspiring story of dignity and courage. The
emergence of Americans of Hispanic descent in business and
.government proves the American dream is alive and well, if we
just give it a chance.

Providing more opportunity to all our citizens, through a
strong and grpwing economy, has been priority number one of this
Administration.

Four years ago, talk about economic advancement and
increasing oppértunity was a cruel hoax. Economic stagnation and
murderous inflation were destroying the dream of a better life.
A spirit of pessimism, not in keeping with the American
character, waé rising, and even our leaders were throwing up
their hands, complaining about a malaise.

By stopping people from being mauled by higher and higher
taxes, decreasing the regulatory burden, and bringing down
inflation, we've set this country back on the road to real
economic growth. We've broken the grip stagnation had on our
thr;ats é;ring the 1970's.

From the pit of pessimism, a stronger and more vital America
is emerging. The gross national product was up 6 percent last
year. This vear's first quarter growth rate of 7.2 percent
suggests the recovery is continuing at a fast clip.

In the last 16 months, 5.1 million people have found jobs,

ringing employment to its highest level in our history. The

unemployment rate is declining faster than anyone predicted.
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Of all the job training and employment programs in the
Department of Labor -- and there are many -- some of the most
effective are sponsored by Hispanic organizations.

Ranking among the top in placement and cost effectiveness is
the American G.I. Forum's National Veteran's Outreach Program.
Similar to the G.I. Forum is the well known "SER" [rhymes with
air] -- "Jobs For Progress Program." In 1982, we passed the Job
Training Partnership Act to help those who need it the most to
develop marketable skills. These two Hispanic organizations,
both of which were helping people even before the legislation,
have used this opportunity to do even more. I want you to know
how’much I appfeciéte and applaud your good citizenship.

0f course, training would be useless, unless jobs are
available. And three out of four new Jjobs are created by small
business. Well, with the recovery gaining steam, 548,000 new
businesses were incorporated last year. Americans of Hispanic
descent already own some 363,000 businesses, generating about
$18 billion in sales per year. The small business éurge is good
news to your community. .

I know education, the doorway to opportunity, has always
been a major concern to all of you. When we arrived in
Washington, educational standards had been falling for nearly
20 years. So our Administration appointed the National-
Commission on Excellence in Education, and we have been
mobilizing support across the country to implement its

recommendations. We are beginning to turn the situation around,

and I am absolutely determined to provide opportunities for all
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kills they need to compete in
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comcRAm ot ,
also important to you, and rightfully so.A think we can a
agrquon the need to address this serious and growing problem%and)
to do so in a way that ends discrimination against illegal
have bear

immigrantsAworking and living in this country. Let me jassure
you, I will insist that any immigration legislation passed by the
Congress be applied and enforced in a way that prevents
discrimination against Americans of Hispanic descent.

A rising economy and greater opportunities give us
confidence. But America does not exist in a vacuum. Today, a
faraway totalitarian power is committing enormous resources to
change the strategic balance of the world by turning Central
America into a string of anti-American, Soviet-style
dictaterships. If we do not have the courage and political will
to counter this power play, our friends will lose their freedom,
and America's security will be threatened.

We have made an ambitious economic effort in that region
with the Caribbean Basin Initiative and an expanding aid program.
. But-economic assistance, as much as some people on Capitel

Hill would like to think otherwise, will not overcome the
military threat. Nicaragua -- with the full support of its Cuban
and Soviet allies =-- is arming, supplying, and directing an
insurgency operation in El Salvador. If they succeed, it will
set the course for the rest of Central America. The United

States has a balanced policy: supporting democracy, effective

negotiations, econcmic aid, and security assistance. The focus
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of our ccmmitment is countering aggression. We face cne of the
major challenges to democracy in our time.

Debate on this issue has strayed too far from reality. If
we mean to oppose Communist aggression, then we cannot throw
every possible roadblock in the way of helping our peace-loving
friends defend themselves. We cannot ignore the consequences of
passively watching guerrillas force communist dictatorships down
the throats of the people of Central America. If Central America
is lost, then-our own borders will be threatened -- and that is
why this issue is so important to the security of our people.

There is still time to defend freedom, but to do so we can
notvstand as a house divided against itself. We must recognize
our common values. We must take a no-nonsense approach to
protecting our vital interests. President Kennedy demonstrated
this kind of determination when he said ". . . I want it clearly
understood that this Government will not hesitate in meeting its
primary obligations which are to the security of our Nation!"

We Americans carry a heavy burden. Free peoplé everywhere
look to us. If freedom is to survive, much depgnds on what we
do, on our courage, and on our strength of character. This, of
cburse, is not new.

A few weeks ago, I was honored to meet in the Roosevelt Room
with 10 Americ~an heroes, Medal of Honor winners who represent the
best of our country. It was a privilege to be in their companv.
More than anv others I've met'here in the White House, I felt
that this was, indeed, their house. They paid for it with their

courage and service, above and beyond the call of duty. Their

valor kept this country free, and I was truly awed by them.
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It just so happens that these American heroes, each proudly
wearing his Medal of Honor around his neck, were all Americans of
Hispanic descent. Yes, we are all Americans. Together, united
in purpose, we can meet the challenges to our liberty. Together
we can make certain that America fulfills its historic
‘responsibilities and remains the land of opportunity and freedom
God intended it to be.

I thank you for being here today. God bless you,as#® vavan

)
con Dios. -





