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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release 

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 
AT LUNCHEON 

WITH NATIONAL HISPANIC LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

The State Dining Room 

1:04 P.M. EST 

April 17, 1984 

THE PRESIDENT: Buenas tardes. And welcome to the 
White House. I am delighted to have had this chance to break 
bread with you. I met with many of the organizations represented 
here today during my first weeks in office. And I had the pleasure 
of renewing that acquaintance at a roundtable discussion in 
El Paso. 

And I have a special word of congratulations to 
Jose Cano and Raul Yzaguirre. (Laughter.) How am I doing? 
(Laughter.) (Applause.) Thank you. But I really mean it -­
congratulations for all that they have accomplished in putting 
this third National Hispanic Leadership Conference together. 

I think being a Californian, even though some people 
may doubt this, I've always appreciated our country's rich 
Hispanic tradition. And I remember an incident I'm going to tell 
you about back when I was Governor. I remember visiting the site, 
was just outside of Santa Barbara, where there'd been a truly national 
disaster or natural disaster, I should say -- our typical mudslides 
when it rains too much. And I visited an area there, an area of nice, 
modest, but very nice homes, but all of them had been inundated by 
the mud and water that came down from the hills. 

And I had just arrived and started down this street 
and then went into one home. And there was a~ elderly man of Hispanic 
descent standing knee-deep in mud in what had been his living 
room. And the furniture had all been carried by the mud and piled 
up against one wall. And it was pretty obvious from looking at it 
that it was rather new. And this man. with that characteristic 

MORE 
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dignity and courtesy, greeted me and said, "Mi casa es su casa," 
standing there in the mud of his home. I never forgot him. It 
struck me that here was an individual that amidst all his trials, 
having just lost so many of things he dearly loved, still maintained 
his pride and composure enough to offer me that most traditional 
of Hispanic greetings. 

So, let me say, welcome and mi casa es su casa and in 
this case it really is your house. (Laughter.) (Applause.) 

Americans of Hispanic descent have every right to be 
proud of the contributions that they've made and are making to our 
way of life. The strength of your values, even in the face of dis­
_crimination and hardship, is an inspiring story of dignity and courage. 
The emergence of Americans of Hispanic descent in business and govern­
ment proves that the American dream is alive and well if we just 
give it a chance. And we're going to keep on giving it a chance. 
Providing more opportunity to all our citizens through a strong and 
growing economy has been priority number one of this administration. 

Four years ago, talk about economic advancement and 
increasing opportunity was, I think, .a cruel hoax. Economic stag­
nation and murderous inflation were destroying the dream of a better 
life. A spirit of pessimism, not in keeping with the American 
character, was rising and even our leaders were throwing up their 
hands and saying that there was a malaise throughout the land. 

Well, by stopping people from being mauled by higher 
and higher taxes, decreasing the regulatory burden and bringing 
down inflation, we've set this country back on the road to real 
economic growth. We've broken the grip stagnation had on our throats 
during the 1970's. And from the pit of pessimism, a stronger and 
more vital America is emerging. The gross national product was up 
6 percent last year. This year's first quarter growth rate was 
7.2 percent, suggesting that this recovery is continuing at a good 
clip. And in the last 16 months, 5.1 million people have found 
jobs, bringing employment to its highest level in our history, 
more people working than have ever worked in the history of this 
country. 

The unemployment rate is declining faster than any­
one predicted. In 1982, we passed the Job Training Partnership Act 
to help those who need it the most to develop marketable skills. 
Of all the job training and employment programs in the Department 
of Labor, and there are many, some of the most effective are sponsored 
by Hispanic organizations. Ranking among the top in placement and 
cost-effectiveness, ~s the American GI Forum's National Veteran's 
Outreach Proc;ram. Similar to the GI Forum is the well known "SAIR 
Jobs-for-Progress" Program. 

MORE 
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These organizations, both of which were helping people even before 
the legislation, have used this opportunity to do even more. And 
I want you to know how much I appreciate and applaud your good 
citizenship. 

Of course, training would be useless unless jobs are 
available. And three out of four new jobs are created by small 
business. With a recovery gaining steam, 548,000 new businesses 
were incorporated last year. I believe that was a record in our 
history. 

Americans of Hispanic descent already own some 363,000 
businesses,generating about $18 billion in sales per year. The 
small business surge is good news to your community. 

Now, I know that education, the doorway to opportunity, 
has always been a major concern to all of you. Indeed, we were talking 
about it at our table here. When we arrived in Washington, educational 
standards had been falling for nearly 20 years. So, our administration 
appointed the National Commission on Excellence in Education, and 
we've been mobilizing support across the country to implement its 
·recommendations. 

We're turning the situation around, and I'm absolutely 
determined to provide opportunities for all American children to 
develop the skills they need in this society. One way to do that 
is through bilingual education. 

The immigration legislation that's now being debated on 
the Hill is also important to you and, I know, is a source of concern 
to some of you. Well, let me assure you -- well, I will insist 
that any immigration legislation passed by the Congress provides 
for fair and effective enforcement. 

A rising economy and greater opportunities give us 
confidence. But America doesn't exist in a vacuum. Today, a 
faraway, totalitarian power is committing enormous resources to 
change the strategic balance of the world by turning Central 
America into a string of anti-American, Soviet-style dictatorships. 
And when I use the term anti-American, I'm not using it anti-United 
States because we're all Americans -- from Tierra del Fue~o in the 
south to the North Pole. And it is all of America that this -­
assault is aimed at. 

If we do not have the courage and the political will 
to help them counter this power play, our friends will lose their 
freedom and America's security from pole to pole will be threatened. 
We've made an ambitious economic effort in that region with the 
Caribbean Basin Initiative and an expanding aid program. But 
economic assistance, as much as some people on Capitol Hill would 
like to think otherwise, will not overcome the military threat. 

Nicaragua, with the full support of its Cuban and 
Soviet allies, is arming, supplying and directing an insurgency 
operation in El Salvador. If they succeed, it will set the course 
for the rest 
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of Central America. The United States has a balanced policy: Sup­
porting democracy, effective negotiations, economic aid and security 
assistance. The focus of our commitment is countering aggression. 
We face one of the major challenges to democracy in our time. Debate 
on this issue has strayed too far from reality. If we mean to oppose 
communist aggression then we cannot throw every possible roadblock 
in the way of helping our peace-loving friends defend themselves. 
We cannot ignore the consequences of passively watching guerrillas 
force communistdictatorshipEd0wnthe throats of the people of Central 
America. If Central America is lot, then our own borders will be 
threatened. And that's why this issue is so important to the security 
of our people. 

There's still time to defend freedom. But to do so, 
we can't stand as a house divided against itself. We must recognize 
our common values. We must take a no-nonsense approach to protecting 
our vital interests. 

President Kennedy demonstrated this kind of determination 
when he said, "I want it clearly understood that this government will 
not hesitate in meeting its primary obligations, which are to the 
security of our nation." 

We Americans carry a heavy burden. Free people every­
where look to us. If freedom is to survive, much depends on what 
we do, on our courage and on our strength of character. 

Now, this, of course, is not new. A few weeks ago, I 
was honored to meet in the Roosevelt Room with ten American heroes, 
Medal of Honor winners w.ho represent the best of our country. And 
it was a privilege to be in their company. More than any others 
I've met here in the White House, I felt that this, indeed, was their 
house. They paid for it with their courage and service above and 
beyond the call of duty. Their valor kept this country free and 
I was truly awed by them. 

Now, it just so happens that these American heroes, 
each proudly wearing his Medal of Honor around his neck, were all 

Americans of Hispanic descent. And, as I say, we are all Americans. 

Your realize that the Medal of Honor -- the Congressional 
Medal of Honor isn't just given for someone who was brave in battle 
or did something exceptional in that regard. To win that honor, you 
must have performed a duty above and beyond the call of duty, the 
call of what could be expected of even the bravest person. And all 
10 of these Americans of Hispanic descent were wearing, very proudly, 
that honor. 

Together, united in purpose, we can meet the challenges 
to our liberty. 

just a 
down in 
Medal. 
with -­
Wounded 

You know, having talked about those, I'm going to take 
second. I have to tell you one of them was, of course, from 
Texas, Roy Benevides. I had the pleasure of giving him his 
I don't know what had stalled it. It had been lying there 
not being delivered to him, which he had earned, in Vietnam. 
four times, 

MORE 
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going back and forth to a patrol in which every man was wounded. And 
he had been carrying these men to the helicopter for evacuation. And 
I had asked him to tell me what -- and he was telling it in very 
simple terms, kind of minimizing what he had done -- shot four times . 
Then, with one of the men over his shoulder, carrying him to the 
helicopter, he was attacked by a Vietnamese with a rifle and bayonet. 

And he told me, he said, "I know that we're taught to 
fend the bayonet aside, but you don't think very fast in circumstances 
like that." So, he said, when he thrust the bayonet, he grabbed it -­
under his arm -- holding it here. And that arm is totally disabled 
now as the man tried to saw back and forth and get that bayonet loose. 
And the only reason I'm telling you this, is that at that point in 
the story, he said to me, "That's when I got mad." (Laughter.) 
(Applause.) 

But together we can make certain that America fullfills 
its historic responsibilities and remains the land of opportunity 
and freedom that God intended it to be. 

So I thank you for being here today. Good luck, and 
Vayan con Dios. (Applause.) 

END 1:18 P.M. EST 



(ROHRABACHER) APRIL 17, 1984 

HISPANIC COALITION LEADERSHIP LUNCHEON 

BUENAS TARDES AND WELCOME TO THE WHITE 

HOUSE, I AM DELIGHTED TO HAVE HAD THIS 

CHANCE TO BREAK BREAD WITH YOU, I MET WITH 
MANY OF THE ORGANIZATIONS REPRESENTED TODAY 
DURING MY FIRST WE EKS IN OFFICE, AND I HAD 

THE PLEASURE OF RENEWING THAT ACQUAINTANCE 
AT A ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION IN EL PASO, 

A SPECIAL WORD OF CONGRATULATIONS TO 

(HO-ZAY KAH-No) AND (RA-OOL EE-SAH-GEE-RAY) 
FOR ALL THEY'VE ACCOMPLISHED IN PUTTING THIS 
THIRD NATIONAL HISPANIC LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE TOGETHER, 

BEING A CALIFORNIAN, I'VE ALWAYS 

APPRECIATED OUR COUNTRY's RICH HISPANIC 
TRADITION, BACK WHEN I WAS GOVERNOR, I 
REMEMBER VISITING THE SITE OF A NATURAL 
DISASTER IN THE SANTA BARBARA AREA, 
MUDSLIDES HAD BEEN PLAYING HAVOC WITH 

PEOPLE'S HOMES, 
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I CAME TO ONE PLACE AND THERE WAS AN ELDERLY 

AMERICAN MAN OF HISPANIC DESCENT STANDING 
KNEE DEEP IN MUD, THE RUINS OF WHAT ONCE WAS 

HIS LIVING ROOM ALL AROUND HIM, EVEN AMID 

THIS GREAT CATASTROPHE WITH CHARACTERISTIC 
DIGNITY AND COURTESY HE SAID, uMI CASA 
ES SU CASA,u 

I NEVER FORGOT THAT OLD MAN , IT STRUCK 

ME THAT HERE WAS AN INDIVIDUAL, AMIDST ALL 

HIS TRIALS, HAVING JUST LOST SO MANY OF THE 
THINGS HE DEARLY LOVED, WHO STILL MAINTAINED 
HIS PRIDE AND COMPOSURE ENOUGH TO OFFER ME 
THIS MOST TRADITIONAL OF HISPANIC GREETINGS, 

THIS WAS A TRIBUTE TO HIS OWN UPBRINGING AND 
VALUES, 

SO, LET ME, TOO, SAY WELCOME, MI CASA 

ES SU CASA, IN THE CASE OF THE WHITE HOUSE, 
THIS REALLY IS YOUR HOUSE, 

AMERICANS OF HISPANIC DESCENT HAVE EVERY 

RIGHT TO BE PROUD OF THE CONTRIBUTIONS THEY 
HAVE MADE AND ARE MAKING TO OUR WAY OF LIFE, 
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THE STRENGTH OF YOUR VALUES, EVEN IN THE 
FACE OF DISCRIMINATION AND HARDSHIP, IS AN 
INSPIRING STORY OF DIGNITY AND COURAGE, THE 

EMERGENCE OF AMERICANS OF HISPANIC DESCENT 
IN BUSINESS AND GOVERNMENT PROVES THE 
AMERICAN DREAM IS ALIVE AND WELL, IF WE JUST 

GIVE IT A CHANCE, 
PROVIDING MORE OPPORTUNITY TO ALL OUR 

CITIZENS, THROUGH A STRONG AND GROWING 
ECONOMY, HAS BEEN PRIORITY NUMBER ONE OF 

THIS ADMINISTRATION, 
FOUR YEARS AGO, TALK ABOUT ECONOMIC 

ADVANCEMENT AND INCREASING OPPORTUNITY WAS A 
CRUEL HOAX, ECONOMIC STAGNATION AND 
MURDEROUS INFLATION WERE DESTROYING THE 

DREAM OF A BETTER LIFE. A SPIRIT OF 
PESSIMISM, NOT IN KEEPING WITH THE AMERICAN 
CHARACTER, WAS RISING, AND EVEN OUR LEADERS 
WERE THROWING UP THEIR HANDS, COMPLAINING 

ABOUT A MALAISE, 
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BY STOPPING PEOPLE FROM BEING MAULED BY 

HIGHER AND HIGHER TAXES, DECREASING THE 
REGULATORY BURDEN, AND BRINGING DOWN 

INFLATION, WE'VE SET THIS COUNTRY BACK ON 
THE ROAD TO REAL ECONOMIC GROWTH. WE'VE 

BROKEN THE GRIP STAGNATION HAD ON OUR 
THROATS DURING THE 197O's, 

FROM THE PIT OF PESSIMISM, A STRONGER 
AND MORE VITAL AMERICA IS EMERGING, THE 

GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT WAS UP 6 PERCENT LAST 
YEAR, THIS YEAR'S FIRST QUARTER GROWTH RATE 
OF 7,2 PERCENT SUGGESTS THE RECOVERY IS 

CONTINUING AT A FAST CLIP, 
IN THE LAST 16 MONTHS, 5,1 MILLION 

PEOPLE HAVE FOUND JOBS, BRINGING EMPLOYMENT 

TO ITS HIGHEST LEVEL IN OUR HISTORY, THE 

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE IS DECLINING FASTER THAN 
ANYONE PREDICTED, 

IN 1982, WE PASSED THE JOB TRAINING 

PARTNERSHIP ACT TO HELP THOSE WHO NEED IT 
THE MOST TO DEVELOP MARKETABLE SKILLS, 
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OF ALL THE JOB TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT 
PROGRAMS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR -- AND 
THERE ARE MANY -- SOME OF THE MOST EFFECTIVE 

ARE SPONSORED BY HISPANIC ORGANIZATIONS. 
RANKING AMONG THE TOP IN PLACEMENT AND 

COST EFFECTIVENESS IS THE AMERICAN 
G.I. FORUM'S NATIONAL VETERAN'S OUTREACH 
PROGRAM, SIMILAR TO THE G,I, FORUM IS THE 

WELL KNOWN 11 (SA IR) -- JOBS FOR PROGRESS 11 

PROGRAM. THESE ORGANIZATIONS, BOTH OF WHICH 

WERE HELPING PEOPLE EVEN BEFORE THE 

LEGISLATION, HAVE USED THIS OPPORTUNITY TO 
DO EVEN MORE. I WANT YOU TO KNOW HOW MUCH I 
APPRECIATE AND APPLAUD YOUR GOOD 

CITIZENSHIP. 
OF COURSE, TRAINING WOULD BE USELESS, 

UNLESS JOBS ARE AVAILABLE. AND THREE OUT OF 
FOUR NEW JOBS ARE CREATED BY SMALL BUSINESS. 
WELL, WITH THE RECOVERY GAINING STEAM, 
548,000 NEW BUSINESSES WERE INCORPORATED 

LAST YEAR. 
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AMERICANS OF HISPANIC DESCENT ALREADY OWN 
SOME 363,000 BUSINESSES, GENERATING ABOUT 
$18 BILLION IN SALES PER YEAR, THE SMALL 

BUSINESS SURGE IS GOOD NEWS TO YOUR 

COMMUNITY, 
I KNOW EDUCATION, THE DOORWAY TO 

OPPORTUNITY, HAS ALWAYS BEEN A MAJOR CONCERN 

TO ALL OF YOU, WHEN WE ARRIVED IN 
WASHINGTON, EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS HAD BEEN 
FALLING FOR NEARLY 20 YEARS, SO OUR 
ADMINISTRATION APPOINTED THE NATIONAL 
COMMISSION ON EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION, AND 
WE HAVE BEEN MOBILIZING SUPPORT ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY TO IMPLEMENT ITS RECOMMENDATIONS, 

WE ARE TURNING THE SITUATION AROUND, AND I 
AM ABSOLUTELY DETERMINED TO PROVIDE 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL AMERICAN CHILDREN TO 
DEVELOP THE SKILLS THEY NEED TO COMPETE IN 
THIS SOCIETY. ONE WAY TO DO THAT IS THROUGH 
BILINGUAL EDUCATION, 
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THE IMMIGRATION LEGISLATION NOW BEING 

DEBATED ON THE HILL IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO 
YOU, AND I KNOW IS A SOURCE OF CONCERN TO 

SOME OF YOU, LET ME ASSURE YOU, I WILL 

INSIST THAT ANY IMMIGRATION LEGISLATION 
PASSED BY THE CONGRESS PROVIDES FOR FAIR AND 

EFFECTIVE ENFORCEMENT. 
A RISING ECONOMY AND GREATER 

OPPORTUNITIES GIVE US CONFIDENCE, BUT 
AMERICA DOES NOT EXIST IN A VACUUM, TODAY, 
A FARAWAY TOTALITARIAN POWER IS COMMITTING 
ENORMOUS RESOURCES TO CHANGE THE STRATEGIC 

BALANCE OF THE WORLD BY TURNING CENTRAL 
AMERICA INTO A STRING OF ANTI-AMERICAN, 
SOVIET-STYLE DICTATORSHIPS, IF WE DO NOT 
HAVE THE COURAGE AND POLITICAL WILL TO HELP 
THEM COUNTER THIS POWER PLAY, OUR FRIENDS 
WILL LOSE THEIR FREEDOM, AND AMERICA'S 
SECURITY WILL BE THREATENED, 

.. . ' . . 



·.-. :...c. •• •• • • . '• ... : ., .. . .. . 
·. ,•·, • .. . . : :. 

,. . ., .... 
• ·:··_ .. ;.1::~· • ~ .• .::.:.. -

. - • ~~. _-/ _:;-~~-; ~;_. - .:· . -~,; : 
.. - ·-

- .. 
• - -~ . ...:.. • - .. ·: :-. 

- . '· - • 

;., . 

- 8 -

WE HAVE MADE AN AMBITIOUS ECONOMIC 

EFFORT IN THAT REG ION WITH THE CAR IBBEAN 

BASIN INITIATIVE AND AN EXPANDING AID 

PROGRAM . 
BUT ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE, AS MUCH AS 

SOME PEOPLE ON CAPITOL HILL WOULD LIKE TO 

THINK OTHERWISE, WILL NOT OVERCOME THE 
MILITARY TH REAT, NICARAGU A -- WITH THE FU LL 

SUPPORT OF ITS CUBAN AND SOVIET ALLIES -- IS 
ARMING, SUPPLYING, AND DIRECTING AN 

INSURGENCY OPERATION IN EL SALVADOR. IF 
THEY SUCCEED, IT WILL SET THE COURSE FOR THE 

REST OF CENTRAL AMERICA, THE UNITED STATES 
HAS A BALANCED POLICY: SUPPORTING 
DEMOCRACY, EFFECTIVE NEGOTIATIONS, ECONOMIC 
AID, AND SECURITY ASSISTA NCE. THE FOCUS OF 
OUR COMMITMENT IS COUNTER ING AGGRESSION, WE 
FACE ONE OF THE MAJOR CHALLENGES TO 

DEMOCRACY IN OUR TIME, 

-- - • 
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DEBATE ON THIS ISSUE HAS STRAYED TOO 

FAR FROM REALITY. IF WE MEAN TO OPPOSE 

COMMUNIST AGGRESSION, THEN WE CANNOT THROW 

EVERY POSSIBLE ROADBLOCK IN THE WAY OF 

HELPING OUR PEACE-LOVING FRIENDS DEFEND 
THEMSELVES, WE CANNOT IGNORE THE 
CONSEQUENCES OF PASSIVELY WATCHING 
GUERRILLAS FORCE COMMUNIST DICTATORSHIPS 

DOWN THE THROATS OF THE PEOPLE OF CENTRAL 
AMERICA. IF CENTRAL AMERICA IS LOST, THEN 

OUR OWN BORDERS WILL BE THREATENED -- AND 
THAT IS WHY THIS ISSUE IS SO IMPORTANT TO 

THE SECURITY OF OUR PEOPLE. 
THERE IS STILL TIME TO DEFEND FREEDOM, 

BUT TO DO SO WE CAN NOT STAND AS A HOUSE 
DIVIDED AGAINST ITSELF. WE MUST RECOGNIZE 

OUR COMMON VALUES. WE MUST TAKE A 
NO-NONSENSE APPROACH TO PROTECTING OUR VITAL 

INTERESTS. 

,. . - . 
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PRESID ENT KENNEDY DEMONSTRATED THIS KIND OF 
DETERMINATION WHEN HE SAID", I I I WANT IT 

CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD THAT THIS GOVERNMENT WILL 

NOT HESITATE IN MEETING ITS PRIMARY 
OBLIGATIONS WHICH ARE TO THE SECURITY OF OUR 

NATION!" 
WE AMERICANS CARRY A HEAVY BURDEN, 

FREE PEOPLE EVERYWHERE LOOK TO US. IF 

FREEDOM IS TO SURVIVE, MUCH DEPENDS ON WHAT 
WE DO, ON OUR COURAGE, AND ON OUR STRENGTH 
OF CHARACTER, THIS, OF COURSE, IS NOT NEW, 

A FEW WEEKS AGO, I WAS HONORED TO MEET 

IN THE ROOSEVELT ROOM WITH 10 AMERICAN 
HEROES, MEDAL OF HONOR WINNERS WHO REPRESENT 
THE BEST OF OUR COUNTRY, IT WAS A PRIVILEGE 
TO BE IN THEIR COMPANY, MORE THAN ANY 

OTHERS I'VE MET HERE IN THE WHITE HOUSE, I 
FELT THAT THIS WAS, INDEED, THEIR HOUSE, 
THEY PAID FOR IT WITH THEIR COURAGE AND 
SERVICE, ABOVE AND BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY, 

. . . .- . 
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THEIR VALOR KEPT THIS COUNTRY FREE, AND I 
WAS TRULY AWED BY THEM, 

IT JUST SO HAPPENS THAT THESE AMERICAN 

HEROES, EACH PROUDLY WEARING HIS MEDAL OF 

HONOR AROUND HIS NECK, WERE ALL AMERICANS OF 
HISPANIC DESCENT, YES, WE ARE ALL 
AMERICANS, TOGETHER, UNITED IN PURPOSE, WE 

CAN MEET THE CHALLENGES TO OUR LIBERTY, 

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE CERTAIN THAT AMERICA 
FULFILLS ITS HISTORIC RESPONSIBILITIES AND 
REMAINS THE LAND OF OPPORTUNITY AND FREEDOM 
GOD INTENDED IT TO BE, 

I THANK YOU FOR BEING HERE TODAY, GOOD 
LUCK AND VAYAN CON DIOS, 

# # # 
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THE WH lTE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 16, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: BEN ELLIOTT /j~ 
SUBJECT: Hispanic Luncheon 

co 

Attached is a draft for your Hispanic Luncheon remarks for 
tomorrow. The event came on our schedule late, so these remarks 
are being circulated simultaneously to Senior Staff. 

Thank you. 



(Rohrabacher/BE) 
pril 16, 1984 

7:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HISPANIC COALITION LEADERSHIP LUNCHEON 
TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 1984 

Buenas tardes and welcome to the White House. I am 

delighted to have had this chance to break bread with you. I met 

with many of the organizations represented today during my first 

weeks in office, and I had the pleasure of renewing that 

acquaintance at a roundtable discussion in El Paso. 

A special word of congratulations to Jose Cano [Ho-zay 

KAH-no] and Raul Yzaguirre [Ra-OOL Ee-SAH-gee-ray,O for all 

they've accomplished in putting this third National Hispanic 

Leadership Conference together. 

Being a Californian, I've always appreciated our country's 

rich Hispanic tradition. Back when I was Governor, I remember 

visiting the site of a natural disaster in the Santa Barbara 

area. Mudslides had been playing havoc with people's homes. I 

came to one place and there was an elderly American man of 

Hispanic descent standing knee deep in mud, the ruins of what 

one~ was his living room all ~r9und him. Even amid this great 
~ ~ -J-..1..>...t-_-;;.:«;;_. ~ v .... L ': ct-- ·~~ .,_._,s_:...t.!r.,J---" J ,c.. 

catastrophe _he l an,k.ad at roar-:.-ne-i-n -~a+i--:,st~E~'.'i-t.-3/ said, "Mi casa 

es su casa." 

I never forgot that old man. It struck me that here was an 

individual, amidst all his trials, having just lost so many of 

the things he dearly loved, who still maintained his c:.(¢,ty and 

composure enough to offer me this most traditional of Hispanic 

greetings. This was a tribute to his own upbringing and values. 

So, let me too, say welcome. Mi casa es su casa. 

case of the White House, this really is your house. 

In the 
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Americans of Hispanic be proud of the 

contributions they have made and are making to our way of life. 

The strength of your values, even in the face of discrimination 

and hardship, is an inspiring story of dignity and courage. The 

emergence of Americans of Hispanic descent in business and 

government proves the American dream is alive and well, if we 

just give it a chance. 

Providing more opportunity to all our citizens, through a 

strong and growing economy, has been priority number one of this 

Administration. 

Four years ago, talk about economic advancement and 

increasing opportunity was a cruel hoax. Economic stagnation and 

murderous inflation were destroying the dream of a better life. 

A spirit of pessimism, not in keeping with the American 

character, was rising, and even our leaders were throwing up 

their hands, complaining about a malaise. 

By stopping people from being mauled by higher and higher 

taxes, decreasing the regulatory burden, and bringing down 

inflation, we've set this country back on the road to real 

economic growth. We've broken the grip stagnation had on our 

throats during the 1970's. 

From the pit of pessimism, a stronger and more vital America 

is emerging. The gross national product was up 6 percent last 

year. This year's first quarter growth rate of 7.2 percent 

suggests the recovery is continuing at a fast clip. 

In the last 16 months, 5.1 million people have found jobs, 

bringing employment to its highest level in our history. The 

unemployment rate is declining faster than anyone predicted. 
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Of all the job training and e mployment programs in the 

Department of Labor -- and there are many -- some of the most 

effective are sponsored by Hispanic organizations. 

Ranking among the top in placement and cost effectiveness is 

the American G.I. Forum's National Veteran's Out reach Program. 

Similar to the G.I. Forum is t h e well known "SER.._ -f-r:hyFRe s wit h 

~ - - "-Jobs For Progress"' / r og r am. • In 1982, we passed the Job 

Partner ship Act to help those who need i t the most to 

arketable skills These h o Hispa nic- organizations, 

both of which were helping people even before the legislation, 

have used this opportunity to do even more. I want you to know 

how much I appreciate and applaud your good citizenship. 

Of course, training would be useless, unless jobs are 

available. And three out of four new jobs are created by small 

business. Well, with the recovery gaining steam, 548,000 new 

busine sses were incorporated last year. Americans of Hi spanic 

descent already own some 363,000 busine sses, generating abou t 

$18 billion in sales per year. 

news to your community. 

The small business surge is good 

I know e ducation, the doorway to opportunity , has always 

been a major concern to all of you. When we arrived in 

Washington, educational standards had been falling for nearly 

20 years. So our Administration appointed the National 

Commission on Excellence in Education, and we have been 

mobilizing support across the country to i~plement its 

recommendations. We are B-eqj nn,.i~ t& around, 

and I am absolutely determined to provide opportunities for all 

)( 

/ 

X 
X 
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discrimination Americans descent. 

A rising economy and greater opportunities give us 

confidence. But America does not exist in a vacuum. Today, a 

faraway totalitarian power is committing enormous resources to 

change the strategic balance of the world by turning Central 

America into a string of anti-American, Soviet-style 

dictatorships. 

w-te~ -to/'i. co nter this 

If we do not have the courage and political will 

power play, our friends will lose their freedom, 

and America's security will be threatened. 

we· have made an ambitious economic effort in that region 

with the Caribbean Basin Initiative and an expanding aid program. 

But economic assistance, as much as some people on Capitol 

Hill would like to think otherwise, will not overcome the 

military threat. Nicaragua -- with the full support of its Cuban 

and Soviet allies is arming, supplying, and directing an 

insurgency operation in El Salvador. If they succeed, it will 

set the course for the rest of Central America. The United 

States has a balanced policy: supporting democracy, effective 

negotiations, economic aid, and security assistance. The focus 
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of our commitment is countering aggression. We face one of the 

major challenges to democracy in our time. 

Debate on this issue has strayed too far from reality. If 

we mean to oppose Communist aggression, then we cannot throw 

every possible roadblock in the way of helping our peace-loving 

friends defend themselves. We cannot ignore the consequences of 

passively watching guerrillas force communist dictatorships down 

the throats of the people of Central America. If Central America 

is lost, then our own borders will be threatened -- and that is 

why this issue is so important to the security of our people. 

There is still time to defend freedom, but to do so we can 

not stand as a house divided against itself. We must recognize 

our common values. We must take a no-nonsense approach to 

protecting our vital interests. President Kennedy demonstrated 

this kind of determination when he said" ... I want it clearly 

understood that this Government will not hesitate in meeting its 

primary obligations which are to the security of our Nation!" 

We Americans carry a heavy burden. Free people everywhere 

look to us. If freedom is to survive, much depends on what we 

do, on our courage, and on our strength of character. This, of 

course, is not new. 

A few weeks ago, I was honored to meet in the Roosevelt Room 

with 10 American heroes, Medal of Honor winners who represent the 

best of oui country. It was a privilege to be in their company. 

More than any others I've met here in the White House, I felt 

that this was, indeed, their house. They paid for it with their 

courage and service, above and beyond the call of duty. Their 

valor kept this country free, and I was truly awed by them. 
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It just so happens that these American heroes, each proudly 

wearing his Medal of Honor around his neck, were all Americans of 

Hispanic descent. Yes, we are all Americans. Together, united 

in purpose, we can meet the challenges to our liberty. Together 

we can make certain that America fulfills its historic 

responsibilities and remains the land of opportunity and freedom 

God intended it to be. 
C .::. .:. J I"' c-1..... 

I thank you for being here today. ~ u and vayan 

con Dios. 
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7:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HISPANIC COALITION LEADERSHIP LUNCHEON 
TU~SDAY, APRIL 17, 1984 

Buenas tardes and welcome to the White House. I am 

delighted to have had this chance to break bread with you. I met 

with many of the organizations represented today during my first 

weeks in office, and I had the pleasure of renewing that 

acquaintance at a roundtable discussion in El Paso. 

A specia~ wnrd of congratulations to Jose Cano [Ho-zay 
• r-eh 

KAH-no] and Raul Yzaguirre [Ra-OOL Ee-SAH-gee-raya] for all 

they've accomplished in putting this third National Hispanic 

Leadership Conference together. 

Being a Californian, I've always appreciated our country's 

rich Hispanic tradition. Back when I was Governor, I remember 

visiting the site of a natural disaster in the Santa Barbara 

area. Mudslides had been playing havoc with people's homes. I 

came to one place and there.was an elderly American man of 

Hispanic descent standing knee deep in mud, the ruins of what 

once was his living room all around him. Even amid this great 

catastrophe he looked at me, and in all sincerity said, "Mi casa 
. -

es su casa." 

I never forgot that old man. It struck me that here was an 

individual, amidst all his trials, having just lost so many of 

the things he dearly loved, who still maintained his dignity and 

composure enough to offer me this most traditional of Hispanic 

greetings. This was a tribute to his own upbringing and values. 

So, let me too, say welcome. Mi casa es su casa. In the 

case of the White House, this really is your house. 
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Americz.ns of Hispanic descent can be proud of the 

contributions they have made and are making to our way of life. 

The strength of your values, even in the face of discrimination 

and hardship, is an inspiring story of dignity and courage. The 

emergence of Americans of Hispanic descent in business and 

.government proves the American dream is alive and well, if we 

just give it a chance. 

Providing more opportunity to all our citizens, through a 

strong and g~pwing economy, has been priority number one of this 

Administration. 

Four years ago, talk about economic .advancement and 

increasing opportunity was a cruel hoax. Economic stagnation and 

murderous inflation were destroying the dream of a better life. 

A spirit of pessimism, not in keeping with the American 

character, was rising, and even our leaders were throwing up 

their hands, complaining about a malaise. 

By stopping people fro~ being mauled by higher and higher 

taxes, decreasing the regulatory burden, and bringing down 

inflation, we've set this country back on the road to real 

economic growth. We've broken the grip stagnation had on our 

throats during the 1970's. 

From the pit of pessimism, a stronger and more vital America 

is emerging. The gross national product was up 6 percent last 

year. This year's first quarter growth rate of 7.2 percent 

suggests the recovery is continuing at a fast clip. 

In the last 16 months, 5.1 million people have found jobs, 

bringing employment to its highest level in our history. The 

unemployment rate is declining faster than anyone predicted. 
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Of all the job training and employment programs in the 

Department of Labor -- and there are many -- some of the most 

effective are sponsored by Hispanic o~ganizations. L!:::... 
Ranking among the top in placement and cost effectiveness is 

the American G.I. Forum's National Veteran's Outreach Program. 

Similar to the G.I. Forum is the well known "SER" [rhymes with 

air] -- "Jobs For Progress Program." {i__n 19 8 2, we passed the Job 

Training Partnership Act to help those who need it the most to 

develop marke±able skill~ These two Hispanic organizations, 

both of which were helping people even before the legislation, 

have used this opportunity to do even more. I want you to know 

how much I appreci'ate and applaud your good citizenship. 

Of course, training would be useless, unless jobs are 

available. And three out of four new jobs are created by small 

business. Well, with the recovery gaining steam, 548,000 new 

busine~ses were incorporated last year. Americans of Hispanic 

descent already own some 36~,000 businesses, generating about 

$18 billion in sales per year. The small business surge is good 

news to your community. 

I know education, the doorway to opportunity, has always 

been a major concern to all of you. When we arrived in 

Washington, educational standards had been falling for nearly 

20 years. So our Administration a.ppointed the National· 

Commission on Excellence in Education, and we have been 

mobilizing support across the country to implement its 

recommendations. We are beginning to turn the situation around, 

and I am absolutely determined to provide opportunities for all 

/ 
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American children to develop the skills they need to compete in 

this society. 

The immigration legislation now being debated on the Hill is 

also important to you, and rightfully so. I think we can all 

agree on the need to address this serious and growing problem and 

-to do so in a way that ends discrimination against illegal 

immigrants working and living in this country. Let me assure 

you, I will insist that any immigration legislation passed by the 

Congress be applied and enforced in a way that prevents 

discrimination against Americans of Hispanic descent. 

A rising economy and greater opportunities give us 
. , . 

confidence. But America does not exist in a vacuum. Today, a 

faraway totalitarian power is committing enormous resources to 

change the strategic balance of the world by turning Central 

America into a string of anti-American, Soviet-style 

dictatorships. If we do not have the courage and political will 

to counter this power play,.our friends will lose their freedom, 

and America's security will be threatened. 

We have made an ambitious economic effort in that region 

with the Caribbea~ Basin Initiative and an expanding aid program. 

But economic assistance, as much as some people on Capitol 

Hill would like to think otherwise, will not overcome the 

military threat. Nicaragua -- with the full support of its Cuban 

and Soviet allies is arming, supplying, and directing an 

insurgency operation in El Salvador. If they succeed, it will 

set the course for the rest of Central America. The United 

States has a balanced policy: supporting democracy , effective 

ne gotiations, economic aid, and security assistance. The focus 



, . 

Page 5 

of our commitment is countering aggression. We face one of the 

major challenges to democracy in our time. 

Debate on this issue has strayed too far from reality. If 

we mean to oppose Communist aggression, then we cannot throw 

every possible roadblock in the way of helping our peace-loving 

friends defend themselves. We cannot ignore the consequences of 

passively watching guerrillas force communist dictatorships down 

the throats of the people of Central America. If Central America 

is lost, then.our own borders will be threatened -- and that is 

why this issue is so important to the security of our people. 

There is still time to defend freedom, but to do so we can 

not stand as a ·hoyse divided against itself. We must recognize 

our common values. We must take a no-nonsense approach to 

protecting our vital interests. President Kennedy demonstrated 

this kind of determination when he said" ... I want it clearly 

understood that this Government will not hesitate in meeting its 

primary obligations which are to the security of our Nation!" 

We Americans carry a heavy burden. Free people everywhere 

look to us. If freedom is to survive, much dep~nds on what we 

do, on our courag~, and on our strength of character. This, of 
·-

course, is not new. 

A few weeks ago, I was honored to meet in the Roosevelt Room 

with 10 American heroes, Medal of Honor winners who rep~esent the 

best of our country. It was a privilege to be in their company. 

More than any others I've met here in the White House, I felt 

that this was, indeed, their house. They paid for it with their 

courage and service, above and beyond the call of duty. Their 

valor kept this country free, and I was truly awed by them. 



.. 
Page 6 

It just so happens that these American heroes, each proudly 

wearing his Medal of Honor around his neck, were all Americans of 

Hispanic descent. Yes, we are all Americans. Together, united 

in purpose, we can meet the challenges to our liberty. Together 

we can make certain that America fulfills its historic 

·responsibilities and remains the land of · opportunity and freedom 

God intended it to be. 

I thank you for being here today. 

con Dios. 

6 ;:., ) ; ); .. ~ l-kJ 
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TO Ben Elliott ~ 

FROM: ASSOCIATE Dl'IECTOR Gre1tt.allentine 
FOR ECONOMIC POLICY 

~ 

The references to discrimination 
againi;t H1spani.cs com:nit us to 
language in the bill that has not 
been cleared by Justice or anyone 
else. The t:"evised language is 
strongly recommended, 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFI~~MORANDUM 
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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HISPANIC COALITION LEADERSHIP LUNCHEON 

TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 1984 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ McFARLANE 

' • 
MEESE □ ~ McMANUS 

BAKER □ ~ MURPHY 

DEAVER □ [V OGLES 

STOCKMAN ✓o ROGERS 

CARMAN OP ~ SPEAKES 

FELDSTEIN ✓ o SVAHN 

FIELDING ✓o VERSTANDIG 

FULLER .✓ □ WHITTLESEY 

HERRINGTON □ □ TIIT~ILEB 
WIRTHLIN 

HICKEY □ □ FISCHER 
CICCONI 

JENKINS □ □ ROSEBUSH 
ELLIOTT 

REMARKS: 
FAULKNER 

The attached has gone forward to the President. Please 
forward any comments/edits directly to Ben Elliott 

RESPONSE : 

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE in room 100 EOB, and send an 
information copy to my office. 

<;_: fM., f , 

✓o 
□ 

□ □ 

□ 

□ □ 

□ 

~ □ 
~□ 

✓ o 

~ □ 
~ □ 
~ 

V 'v1,t . R1t~ 
,- ~ V Richard G. Darman 

Assistant to the President 
Ext. 2702 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HISPANIC COALITION LEADERSHIP LUNCHEON 
TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 1984 

Buenas tardes and welcome to the White House. I am 

delighted to have had this chance to break bread with you. I met 

with many of the organizations represented today during my first 

weeks in office, and I had the pleasure of renewing that 

acquaintance at a roundtable discussion in El Paso. 

A specia1 word of congratulations to Jose Cano [Ho-zay 

KAH-no] and Raul Yzaguirre [Ra-OOL Ee-SAH-gee-raya] for all 

they've accomplished in putting this third National Hispanic 

Leadership Confe~nce together. 

Being a Californian, I've always appreciated our country's 

rich Hispanic tradition. Back when I was Governor, I remember 

visiting the site of a natural disaster in the Santa Barbara 

area. Mudslides h~d been playing havoc with people's homes. I 

came to one place and there·was an elderly American man of 

Hispanic descent standing knee deep in mud, the ruins of what 

once was his living room all around him. Even amid this great 

catp.strop,lie he looked at me, and in all sincerity said, "Mi casa 

es su casa." 

I never forgot that old man. It struck me that here was an 

individual, amidst all his trials, having just lost so many of 

the things he dearly loved, who still maintained his dignity and 

composure enough to offer me this most traditional of Hispanic 

greetings. This was a tribute to his own upbringing and v alues. 

So, let me too, say welcome. Mi casa es su casa. In the 

case of the White House, this really is your house. 
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Americ a ns of Hispanic descent can be proud of the 

contributions they hav e made and are making to our way of life. 

The strength of your values, even in the face of discrimination 

and hardship, is an inspiring story of dignity and courage. The 

emergence of Americans of Hispanic descent in business and 

.government proves the American dream is alive and well, if we 

j ust give it a chance. 

Providing more opportunity to all our citizens, through a 

strong and g~9wing economy, has been priority number one of this 

Admi nistration. 

Four years ago, talk about economic advancement and · 

increasing opport~hity was a cruel hoax. Economic stagnation and 

murderous inflation were destroying the dream of a better life. 

A spirit of pessimism, not in keeping with the American 

character, was rising, and even our leaders were throwing up 

their hands, complaining about a malaise. 

By stop~ing people from being mauled by higher and higher 

taxes, decreasing the regulatory burden, and bringing down 

inflation, we've set this country back on the road to real 

economic growth. We've broken the grip stagnation had on our 

throats during the 1970's. 

From the pit of pessimism, a stronger and more vital America 

is emerging. The gross national product was up 6 percent last 

year. This year's first quarter growth rate of 7.2 percent 

suggests the recovery is continuing at a fast clip. 

In the last 16 months, 5.1 million people hav e found jobs, 

bringing employment to its highest level in our history. The 

unemployment rate is declining faster than anyone pred i cted. 
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Of all the job training and employment programs in the 

Department of Labor -- and there are many -- some of the most 

effective are sponsored by Hispanic organizations. 

Ranking among the top in placement and cost effectiveness is 

the American G.I. Forum's National Veteran's Outreach Program. 

Similar to the G.I. Forum is the well known "SER" [rhymes with 

air] -- "Jobs For Progress Program." In 1982, we passed the Job 

Training Partnership Act to help those who need it the most to 

develop marketable skills. These two Hispanic organizations, 

both of which were helping people even before the legislation, 

have used this opportunity to do even more. I want you to know 

how much I appreciate and applaud your good citizenship. 

Of course, training would be useless, unless jobs are 

available. And three out of four new jobs are created by small 

business. Well, with the recovery _gaining steam, 548,000 new 

businesses were incorporated last year. Americans of Hispanic 

descent already own some 36~,000 businesses, generating about 

$18 billion in sales per year. The small business surge is good 

news to your community. 

I know education, the doorway to opportunity, has always 

been a major concern to all of you. When we arrived in 

Washington, educational standards had been falling for nearly 

20 years. So our Administration appointed the 'National· 

Commission on Excellence in Education, and we have been 

mobilizing support across the country to implement its 

recommendations. We are beginning to turn the situation around, 

and I am absolutely determined to provide opportunities for all 

I 
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American children to develop the skills they need to compete in 

this society. 

The immigration legislation now being debated 

also important to you, and rightfully~ G think 

on the Hill is 

we can all 

agree on the need to address this serious and growing problem and 

so in a way that ends discrimination against (fi"legal=:); 

immigrants working and living in this countrJ.,){i:t me assure 

you, I will insist that any immigration legislation passed by the 

Congress be applied and enforced in a way that prevents 

discrimination against Americans of Hispanic descent. 

A rising economy and greater opport~nities give us 

~ confidence. But [unerica does not exist in a vacuum. Today, a 

r. ' 
~ faraway totalitarian power is committing enormous resources to 

~~ // change the strategic balance of the world by turning Central 

(;~~- America into a string of anti-American, Soviet-style 

,.;; dictatorships. If we do not have the courage and political will 

~• to counter this power play,_our friends will lose their freedom, 

~' and America's security will be threatened. 

We have made an ambitious economic effort in that region 

with the Caribbeal} Basin Initiative and an expanding aid program. 

But economic assistance, as much as some people on Capitol 

Hill would like to think otherwise, will not overcome the 

military threat. Nicaragua -- with the full support of its Cuban 

and Soviet allies is arming, supplying, and directing an 

insurgency operation in El Salvador. If they succeed, it will 

set the course for the rest of Central America. The United 

States has a balanced policy: supporting democracy, effective 

negotiations, economic aid, and security assistance. The focus 
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of our commitment is countering aggression. We face one of the 

ma j or challenges to democracy in our time. 

Debate on this issue has strayed too far from reality. If 

we mean to oppose Communist aggression, then we cannot throw 

every possible roadblock in the way of helping our peace-loving 

friends defend themselves. We cannot ignore the consequences of 

passively watching guerrillas force communist dictatorships down 

the throats of the people of Central America. If Central America 

is lost, then.our own borders will be threatened -- and that is 

why this issue is so important to the security of our people. 

There is still time to defend freedom, but to do so we can 

not stand as a ·ho~se divided against itself. We must recognize 

our common values. We must take a no-nonsense approach to 

protecting our vital interests. President Kennedy demonstrated 

this kind of determination when he said" ... I want it clearly 

understood that this Government will not hesitate in meeting its 

primary obligations which are to the security of our Nation!" 

We Americans carry a heavy burden. Free people everywhere 

look to us. If freedom is to survive, much dep~nds on what we 

do, on our courage, and on our strength of character. This, of 

course, is not new. 

A few weeks ago, I was honored to meet in the Roosevelt Room 

with 10 American heroes, Medal of Honor winners who rep~esent the 

best of our country. It was a privilege to be in their company. 

More than any others I've met here in the White House, I felt 

that this was, indeed, their house. They paid for it with their 

courage and service, above and beyond the call of duty. Their 

valor kept this country free, and I was truly awed by them. 
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It just so happens that these American heroes, each proudly 

wearing his Medal of Honor around his neck, were all Americans of 

Hispanic descent. Yes, we are all Americans. Together, united 

in purpose, we can meet the challenges to our liberty. Together 

we can make certain that America fulfills its historic 

·responsibilities and remains the land of opportunity and freedom 

God intended it to be. 

I thank you for being here today. God bless you and vayan 

con Dios. '• 

·-



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

From: 

Subject: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON , D.C. 20503 

April 17, 1984 

Ben Elliott ~~ 

J. Gregory Ball ~\ t ine (Jacobson/Pelletier) 

Presidential Remarks: Hispanic Coalition 
Leadership Luncheon 

Page 3, 2nd full paragraph, 3rd sentence 

The figure 11 548,000 new businesses" was based on data compiled 
from January through November, not taking the month of December 
into account. The following sentence would be accurate: 

"Well, with the recovery gaining steam, about 600,000 new 
businesses were incorporated last year." 

Page 3, 2nd full paragraph, 4th sentence 

0MB is not able to locate the data source for this sentence. 

Page 4, first full paragraph, second sentence 

Delete the remainder of sentence starting with "and to do so in a 
way that ends discrimination ... " 

Page 4, first full paragrpah, third sentence 

Suggest rewriting the sent~ce to read: 

Let me assure you, I wil insist that any immigration 
legislation passed by the Congress provide for fair and 
effective enforcement. 

cc: Richard Darman 
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Subject: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D .C. 20503 

April 17, 1984 

Ben Elliott Lh 
J. Gregory Ballenti 7:7 (Jacobson/Pelletier) 

Presidential Remarks: Hispanic Coalition 
Leadership Luncheon 

Page 3, 2nd full paragraph, 3rd sentence 

The figure "548,000 new businesses'' was based on data compiled 
from January through November, not taking the month of December 
into account. The following sentence would be accurate: 

"Well, with the recovery gaining steam, about 600,000 new 
businesses were incorporated last year." 

Page 3, 2nd full paragraph, 4th sentence 

0MB is not able to locate the data source for this sentence. 

cc: Richard Darman 
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HICKEY □ □ J::ISCHEE ~ CICCONI 
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AS SOON AS POSSIB~E in room 100 EOB, and send an 
information co~ y to my office. 

Th ank you 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

Ext. 2702 
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(Rohrabacher/BE) 
April 16, 1984 
7:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HISPANIC COALITION LEADERSHIP LUNCHEON 
TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 1984 

Buenas tardes and welcome to the White House. I am 

delighted to have had this chance to break bread with you. I met 

with many of the organizations represented today during my first 

weeks in office, and I had the pleasure of renewing that 

acquaintance at a roundtable discussion in El Paso. 

A speci~~ word of congratulations to Jose Cano [tlo-zay 

KAH-no] and Raul Yzaguirre [Ra-OOL Ee-SAH-gee-raya] for all 

they've accomplished in putting this third National Hispanic 

Leadership Conference together. 

Being a Californian, I've always appreciated our country's 

rich Hispanic tradition. Back when I was Governor, I remember 

visiting the site of a natural disaster in the Santa Barbara 

area. Mudslides had been playing havoc with people's ~omes. I 

came to one place and there-was an elderly American man of 

Hispanic descent standing knee deep in m~d, the ruins of what 

once was his living room all around him. Even amid this great 

catastrophe he looked at me, and in all sincerity said, "Mi casa 
• ·-

es su casa." 

I never forgot that old man. It struck me that here was an 

individual, amidst all his trials, having just lost so many of 

the things he dearly loved, who still maintained his dignity and . 

composure enough to offer me this most traditional of Hispanic 

greetings. This was a tribute to his own upbringing and values. 

So, let me too, say welcome. Mi casa es su casa. In the 

case of the White House, this really is your house. 

. 
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America.ns of Hispanic descent can be proud of the 

contributions they have made and are making to our way of life. 

The strength of your values, even in the face of discrimination 

and hardship, is an inspiring story of dignity and courage. The 

emergence of Americans of Hispanic descent in business and 

.government proves the American dream is alive and well, if we 

just give it a chance. 

Providing more opportunity to all our citizens, through a 

strong and growing economy, has been priority number one of this 

Administration. 

Four years ago, talk about economic .advancement and 

increasing opp6rtµnity was a cruel hoax. Economic stagnation and 

murderous inflation were destroying the dream of a better life. 

A spirit of pessimism, not in keeping with the American 

character, was rising, and even our leaders were throwing up 

their hands, complaining about a malaise. 

By stopping people fro~ being mauled by higher and higher 

taxes, decreasing the regulatory burden, and bringing down 

inflation, we've set this country back on the road to real 

economic growth. We've broken the grip stagnation had on our 
·-

throats during the 1970 1 s. 

From the pit of pessimism, a stronger and more vital America 

is emerginq. The gross national ·product was up 6 percent last 

year. This year's first quarter growth rate of 7.2 percent 

suggests the recovery is continuing at a fast clip. 

In the last 16 months, 5.1 million people have found jobs, 

bringing employment to its highest level in our history. The 

unemployment rate is declining faster than anyone predicted. 

. . 
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Of all the job training and employment programs in the 

Department of Labor -- and there are many -- some of the most 

effective are sponsored by Hispanic organizations. 

Ranking among the top in placement and cost effectiveness is 

the American G.I. Forum's National Veteran's Outreach Program. 

Similar to the G.I. Forum is the well known "SER" [rhymes with 

air] -- "Jobs For Progress Program." In 1982, we passed the Job 

Training Partnership Act to help those who need it the most to 

develop marketable skills. These two Hispanic organizations, 

both of which were helping people even before the legislation, 

have used this opportunity to do even more. I want you to know 

how much I appreciate and applaud your good citizenship. 

Of course, 

available. And 

training woul ~ /4seless, 

three out ~ our new jobs 

unless jobs are 

are created by small 
11 

business. Well, with the recovery gaining steaI!l!_ 548,000 new 

businesses were incorporated last year. Americans of Hispanic 

descent already own some 363,000 businesses, generating about ---- __,__ -
$18 billion in sales per ,ear. The small business surge is good 

news to your community. 

I know education, the doorway to opportunity, has always 

been a major concern to all of you. When we arrived in 

Washington, educational standards had been falling for nearly 

20 yP.ars. So our Administration appointed the National• 

Commission on Excellence in Education, and we have been 

mobilizing support across the country to implement its 

recommendations. We are beginning to turn the situation around, 

and I am absolutely determined to provide opportunities for all 

.. . 
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American children to develop the skills they need to compete in 

this society. 

The immigration legislation now being debated on the Hill is 

also important to you, and rightfully so. I think we can all 

agree on the need to address this serious and growing problem and 

to do so in a way that ends discrimination against illegal 

immigrants working and living in this country. Let me assure 

you, I will insist that any immigration legislation passed by the 

Congress be applied and enforced in a way that prevents 

discrimination against Americans of Hispanic descent. 

A rising economy and greater opportunities give us 

confidence. But America does not exist in a vacuum. Today, a 

faraway totalitarian power is committing enormous resources to 

change the strategic balance of the world by turning Central 

America into a string of anti-American, Soviet-style 

dictatorships. If we do not have the courage and political will 

to counter this power Flay,.our friends will lose their freedom, 

and America's security will be threatened. 

We have made an ambitious economic effort in that region 

with the Caribbea~ Basin Initiative and an expanding aid program. 

But economic assistance, as much as some people on Capitol 

Hill would like to think otherwise, will not overcome the 

military threat. Nicaragua -- with the full support of its Cuban 

and Soviet allies is arming, supplying, and directing an 

insurgency operation in El Salvador. If they succeed, it will 

set the course for the rest of Central America. The United 

States has a balanced policy: supporting democracy, effective 

negotiations, economic aid, and security assistance. The focus 

. . 
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of our co~mitment is countering aggression. We face one of the 

ma j or challenges to democracy in our time. 

Debate on this issue has strayed too far from reality. If 

we mean to oppose Communist aggression, then we cannot throw 

every possible roadblock in the way of helping our peace-loving 

friends defend themselves. We cannot ignore the consequences of 

passively watching guerrillas force communist dictatorships down 

the throats of the people of Central America. If Central America 

is lost, then-our own borders will be threatened -- and that is 

why this issue is so important to the security of our people. 

There is still time to defend freedom, but to do so we can 
. . 

not stand as a ho~se divided against itself. We must recognize 

our common values. We must take a no-nonsense approach to 

protecting our vital interests. President Kennedy demonstrated 

this kind of determination when he said" ... I want it clearly 

understood that this Government will not hesitate in meeting its 

primary obligations which are to the security of our Nation!" 

We Americans carry a heavy burden. Free people everywhere 

look to us. If freedom is to survive, mu~h dep~nds on what we 

do, on our courage, and on our strength of character. This, of 
·-

course, is not new. 

A few weeks ago, I was honored to meet in the Roosevelt Room 

with 10 American heroes, Medal of Honor winners who rep~esent the 

best of our country. It was a privilege to be in their company. 

More than any others I've met here in the White House, I felt 

that this was, indeed, their house. They paid for it with their 

courage and service, above and beyond the call of duty. Their 

valor kept this country free, and I was truly awed by them. 

. . 
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It just so happens that these American heroes, each proudly 

wearing his Medal of Honor around his neck, were all Americans of 

Hispanic descent. Yes, we are all Americans. Together, united 

in purpose, we can meet the challenges to our liberty. Together 

we can make certain that America fulfills its historic 

·responsibilities and remains the land of opportunity and freedom 

God intended it to be. 

I thank you for being here today. God bless you and vayan 

con Dios. 

. . 
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Buenas tardes and welcome to the White House. I am 

delighted to have had t -hi s chance to break bread with you. I met 

with many of the organizations represented today during my first 

weeks in office, and I had the pleasure of renewing that 

acquaintance at a roundt~ble discussion in El Paso. 

A speci~i wnrd of congratulations to Jose Cano [go-zay 

KAH-no] and Raul Yzaguirre [Ra-OOL Ee-SAH-gee-ray}( for all 

they've accomplished in putting this third National Hispanic 

Leadership Conference together. 

Being a ~alifornian, I've always appreciated our country's 
I 

rich Hispanic tradition. Back when I was Governor, I remember 

visiting the site of a natural disaster in the Santa Barbara 

area. Mudslides had been playing havoc with people's ~omes. I 

came to one place and there-was an elderly American man of 

Hispanic descent standing knee deep in m~d, the ruins of what 

once was -his living room all around him. Even amid this great 

catastrophe he looked at me, and in all sincerity said, "Mi casa 
• ·-

es su casa." 

I never forgot that old man. It struck me that here was an 

individual, amid~t all his trials, having just lost so many of 

the things he dearly loved, who still maintained his dignity and 

composure ·enough to offer rne this most traditional of Hispanic 

greetings. This was a tribute to his own upbringing and values. 

So, let me too, say welcome. Mi casa es su casa. In the 

case of the White House, this really is your house. 

rr 
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I .. Of all the job training and employment programs in the 

Department of Labor:..._ and there are many -- some of the most 

effective are sponsored by Hispanic organizations. 

Ranking among the top in placement and cost effectiveness is 

the American G.I. Forum's National Veteran's Outreach Program. 

Similar to the G.I. Forum is the well known "SER" [rhymes with 

air] -- "Jobs For Progre.strrogram. ~In 1982, we passed the Job 

Training Partnership Act to help those who need it the most to 

develop marketable skills. These two Hispanic organizat~ons, 

both of which were : helping people even before the legislation, 

have used this opportunity to do even more. I want you t6 know 

how much I appreciate and applaud your good citizenship. 

Of course, training would be useless, unless jobs are 

available. And three out of four new jobs are created by small 

business. Well, with the recovery gaining steam, 548,000 new 

businesses were incorporated last year. Americans of Hispanic 

descent already own some 36~,000 businesses, generating about 

$18 billi?n in sales per year. The small business surge is good 

news to your community. " 

I know education-, the doorway to opportunity, has always 

been a major concern to all of you. When we arrived in 

Washington, educational standards had been falling for nearly 

20 yP.ars. So our Administration appointed the National• 

Commission on Excellence in Education, and we have been 

mobilizing support across the country to implement its . 

recommendatiod s. We are beginning to turn the situation around, 

and I am absolutely determined to provide opportunities for all 

. -. 
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Thank you very much, Ernie, for those kind words. 
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Our chairman, Mr. Ambassador, reverend clergy, your national head, Jose Cano, 
Senator Tower, the very distinguished guests here at the headtable, and you 
ladies and gentlemen: 

Let me say right off that our administration knows how responsive the man 
you've honored here, John Tower, is to the concerns of the G.I. Forum. John is 
easily one of the most experienced and powerful Members of the Senate. He's 
been a great friend to you. He's one of the major reasons America is moving 
toward strength and prosperity . And I join you in saluting Senator John Tower 
today. 

But seeing John and all of you is a great pleasure. You know, it's an odd 
thing, but the farther we get from Washington, the better I feel. As a 
westerner, of course, I feel at home here in Texas. For one thing there is the 
food. You know about my inclinations in this area. After all, we served 
enchiladas to the Gueen of England. And sometimes when a Cabinet meeting starts 
to drag, I wonder what would happen if the jellybean jar there and the Cabinet 
table was filled with jalapeno jellybeans. [Laughter] I'm thinking of trying it 
one of these days. 

But I relish every stop we make while we're on the road. But I have to tell 
you that this gathering today is one I've especially looked forward to. 
Speaking to the G.I. Forum gives me a chance to do something that not many 
American Presidents have done: to say something important to all Americans of 
Hispanic descent, something that should have been said a long time ago. 

The G.I. Forum was founded by Hispanic Americans who wore our country's 
uniform, who fought in our wars, who account for some of the most astonishing 
acts of valor and personal sacrifice in the great and long history of our 
nation's Armed Forces. I don't think I have to recount those deeds to you. I 
know you're proud of them, and I know they are part of the proud heritage that 
you pass or, to your children. And that's why I thought you might like to know 
about something that happened recently in Washington -- something that says a 
lot about the courage and contributions of Hispanic Americans to our freedom. 

The Pentagon has a wonderful tradition of dedicating their hallways to some 
of our greatest military figures. Now, like myself, most of you who were in the 
military probably didn't spend much time in the Pentagon during your careers. 
But, as President, I've had a chance to see some of the exhibits and memorabilia 
in those corridors dedicated to great men like Generals MacArthur and 
Eisenhower. 

E>X<IS }J{IS LE>X 
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Every citiren should know Americans of Hispanic descent ha ve an 
impressively high, if not the highest honor recipient for their repres entation 
in the military. There is a permanent exhibit at the Pentagon, not to a single 
person, but to these 37 men of valor -- names like Lucian Adams, Jose Loper, 
Cleto Rodriguer, Rodolfo Hernander, Joseph Rodriguer, Louis Rocco, and Roy 
Benavider. And I'm proud to tell you today that just last week, Secretary 
Weinberger opened a new exhibit near the Hall of Heroes with a portrait 
depicting each of these American heroes of Hispanic descent. It is a real 
crowd-pleaser. I hope many of you have a chance to visit it. But whether you 
get there or not, remember one thing: That exhibit -- your exhibit -- is an 
inspiration to all the American people. 

The exhibit is only a small sign of what I see when I visit ou r military 
installations or ships throughout the world Hispanic names and faces 
everywhere. For me, those names are a sign of all you've given and cont inue to 
give to America. America has always been blessed by the diversity of our people 
and the rich heritages they brought to our shores. But the contribution of 
Hispanic Americans -- your devotion to country, your belief in the values of 

family, work, neighborhood, and religion -- these are among our most precious 
gifts. 

And so today, as perhaps the first President who's had the chance to say it, 
and on behalf of every Am2rican -- I want to thank Hispanic Americans who have 
served so valiantly in our Armed Forces, and who serve today. Yours is a record 
of honor and devotion that makes not just you but every American proud. 

And maybe we should be reminded that these gentlemen up here, holders of the 
Congressional Medal of Honor, it is given for service above and beyond the call 
of duty. But you know better than most that Hispanic Americans have not 
always been remembered for their service or valor, have not always been treated 
with the dignity, respect, and fairness they deserve. This was particularly 
true at the end of World War II, when those who had fought for their country 
returned home to confront discrimination in education, health care, housing, 
employment, and other areas. But true to your tradition, you responded with 
character and courage. 

One of your number, Dr. Hector Perer Garcia, a physician and surgeon in 
Corpus Christi, founded this forum, and under his leadership, veterans gathered 
to fight for the rights of Americans of Mexican descent. Within a year's time, 
there were over 100 chapters in Texas alone. Word of your courage and success 
spread throughout neighboring States, and then the entire Nation. And today you 
have 500 chapters in approximately 200 cities in 33 States upholding the rights 
of Hispanic Americans. 

As you fought for your rights everywhere, you helped preserve the dream that 
began this country: the dream of government that worked for the people, and not 
the other way around; the dream of equal justice under the law; of the right of 
every man, woman, and child to enjoy the blessings of liberty, not as a function 
of their class or background, but only because they bore the simple title --
that proudest of all boasts: "I am an American." Your fight against 
discrimination was every American's fight. Your efforts made America better for 
all of us, and today, on behalf of all your countrymen, I thank you for that 
too. 

)J{IS )XIS LE)J{/S 
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As AmEricans of Hispanic dEscent take their rightful place in the front 
ranks of our nation's lEadership, I know you will always remember those who 
began so much in Texas 35 years ago. Dr. Garcia, all of us pay tribute to you 
today. I speak for everyone herE when I say to you, sir -- and I hope I can get 
this right -- Usted es un gran lider de su pueblo [You are a great lEader of 
your pEopleJ. 

With my inability at languagEs, you may not have to translate that for the 
Anglos; you may have to translatE it for the Hispanics. [Laughter] 

Now, I don't need to tell you the struggle against discrimination is never 
over, and this administration will stand beside you as you continue the 
struggle. We have appointed more than 125 Hispanics to key positions in this 
administration. And our Justice Department is ever alert to safeguard your 
civil rights and those of all Americans. 

Let mE just say a ward about our excellent relations with the 5.I. Forum. 
They begin with the efforts of one outstanding individual, your chairman, Jase 
Cano. Now, he and I may not always agree, but we've worked well together to 
accomplish a great deal and my pledge to him is my pledge to you: You have a 
friend in Washington. As long as I am there, the Oval Office will be a place of 
warmth and hospitality for Hispanic Americans. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the concern that you've shown for justice for your own 
people is the best tradition of America. You should be especially proud that 
even in the seventies, when the demands of special-interest politicians were in 
full ciy, you always advanced your own cause within the framework of advancing 
you, count,y's interest fi,st. 

Now, we've just emerged from the era of special interests, a sad time when 
coalitions were built with an eye toward the next election, not what's good for 
the country. Some would have us forget what that kind of politics did to us, 
especially to those at the bottom of the socioeconomic ladder. It was those 
Americans -- many of them of Hispanic descent -- who suffered most from the 
economic mess that was left to us in 1980. It was they who were deprived of the 
only chance they ever rEally wanted: the chance to show how far their faith, 
dreams, and talents could take them in a free society. 

Today, many who still practice the politics of the past would take you back 
to the days of lost opportunities, special-interest politics, tax and tax, spend 
and spend. Well, let me remind you what those days were like. In the 1970's, 
it was special-interest politics that tripled Federal spending and 
special-interest politics that doubled Federal taxes in just 5 years, between 
1976 and 1981. All that big spending and taxing drained life and energy from 
the economy. Opportunities dried up, and lower income Americans found it harder 
to make ends meet. 

Think back to those desperate days when paychecks grew smaller and the 
grocery bills grew higher and higher. In 1980 we had the worst inflation since 
the Second World War, the highest prime interest rate -- 21 1/2 percent -- in 
more than a century, soaring taxes, and rising unemployment. But what had you 
heard from those in Washington: That you suffered from a malaise, that it was 
your fault, that you wanted too much, that you had to give up your hopes and 
tell your children not to dream as you once dreamed. 
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The bureaucratic profiteers were in full control. Even as the economy was 
collapsing around them, they could only come up with more and more schemes to 
superintend their disasters and run our lives -- even down to restricting credit 
cards and supervising thermostats . 

But there's a strain of pride, independence, and common sense that runs 
through this country which no fast-talking, chicken- in - every-pot politician has 
ever really escaped for long. From the very beginning of this country, our 
people have had an uncanny knack for reminding politicians who's really in 
charge here, who it is under the American Constitution that has the final say. 
An d so the people spoke. They spoke for the future and their children's future. 
They spoke for change. 

And that's when we went to work, even as the special-interest politicians 
predicted doom and disaster. They said we couldn 't do it -- indeed, they fough t 
us all the way -- but we cut the growth in Federal spending by 40 percent. They 
said we couldn't do it - - they fought us all the way-- but we cut every 
American's tax rates by 25 percent. They said we couldn't do it -- they fought 
us all the way -- but we came up with the most important reform of them all . In 
1985 your income tax rates will be indexed, so that never again will you be 
pushed into higher tax brackets just by inflation, by which government profits. 

In a littlE over 2 1/2 years we've moved from economic disaster to economic 
growth. Sure we have a long way to go, but look at the results coming in: The 
prime rate is down by nearly half; inflation is down by 80 percent; the economy 
grew last quarter at an annual rate of 8.7 percent; purchasing power is going 
up; and more Americans are now working than ever before in the history of the 
United States . 

But you know there's an easier way that you can tell that our program is 
working. Our critics don't call it "Reaganomics" anymore. 

But let me touch on one more important area where we're moving forward, 
trying to make things better. When I visited San Antonio in May I expressed my 
concern about the impact of the peso devaluation on the people of southern Texas 
and the border areas of other States. I said this is not just your problem; 
it's our problem, and we'll meet it together. Well, that's exactly what we're 
doing. 

I designated a southwestern border States working group to study the problems 
and give me rEcommendations. They have done that just a few days ago. And I aij 
pleased to announce that today we are ready to move. 

I have just asked the Vice President to oversee the establishment of an 
interagency action group. We are determined to coordinate every government 
program we can tap to mitigate economic hardship in your border regions. We 
will work with your State and local 'leaders to help stimulate jobs and diversify 
your economies, and we'll start doing it not next year or next week -- today. 

I believe that we're beginning to restore hope and confidence in America. 
And it doesn't stop with the economy. Remember a few years ··ago when American 
prestige seemed to decline with every new crisis, when Sovi2t intervention on 
four continents was going unchecked, even unnoticed? Remember when American 
Embassies were sacked, when our hostages were taken, when our government seemed 
to be intimidated by every two-bit dictator in this hemisphere and elsewhere? 
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REme mber how our national defenses were crumbling ? 

Well, today our defenses are being rebuilt. The Soviet Union's attempts to 
dominate the world are being checked, and we have begun hard bargaining that can 
result in realistic and verifiable arms control treaties. 

Let me say somEthing here about a foreign policy area I know you have a 
special interest in. Our policy i n Central America can be very si mply put and 
clearly understood: We want to see the peoples of those nations escape the 
poverty and oppression of their pasts; we want to see them move toward soc ieties 
where democratic and human rights are protected and where a decent standard of 
li vi ng is assured. We will bend every effort through economic and technical 
assistancE to help them accomplish this goal. But I know that you'll agree with 
me that they'll never have a chance to build their future of freedom and 
prosperity if they're surrendered to the tender mercies of Fidel Castro, Colonel 
Gadhafi, and their superintendents in Moscow. We can't let that happen; we 
won't let it happen. 

The goal of our policy south of the border is plain: The Americas belong to 
the peoples of the Americas and nobody else. And we're all Americans. From the 
South Pole to the North Pole -- and no other place on Earth can say this -- all 
of us in the more than 30 countries of this Western Hemisphere are Americans. 

Yes, we respect and we honor our national sovereignty and we're loyal, each 
to our own countries, but where else in the world do you cross a border as you 
can here into another nation and still be among Americans? 

Now, I realize the naysayers and doomcriers are not tripping over each other 
to give us credit for a stronger foreign policy, updated defenses, or economic 
recovery, and I can sympathize with them -- just think of all those campaign 
speeches that would have to be rewritten. The special-interest politicians may 
forget that the record is clear. Because Americans didn't take no for an 
answer, they believed in their future, rejected counsels of retreat and 
supported this administration's efforts to get our measures through the 
Congress, America is growing in pride and strength at home and abroad. 

It seems to me that those naysayers have some explaining to do. They are the 
ones who said we couldn't do it, but we did it. They're the ones who said it 
wouldn't work, but it's working. And always remember, they are the ones who 
fought us all the way and are still fighting us today. 

The theme of your convention is the Hispanic American renaissance. During 
your meetings, I hope you'll keep in mind the real message I have goes far 
beyond the statistics I've recited or the economic growth that we're enjoying. 
The fundamental question before us today is not just the Hispanic American 
renaissance; it is our country's renaissance. Do WE keep our country upward 
bound and on thE move again? Or do we go back to big government and economic 
dEcline? Will WE hold fast to the values of work and family, or will WE return 
to n2v2r-ending government intrusions into how we spend our paychecks and how we 
raise our children? 

There isn't time to outline all that we ' re trying to do to give back to you, 
th2 American people, control over your own lives and dEstinies. Even as ~e 
fight to restore prosperity at home and our prestige abroad, we're dealing 
firmly and imaginatively with the menace of crime and drugs that has cost us 
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so dearly, especially here in Texas. We've expanded the success of the South 
Florida Task Force by establishing 12 similar task forces throughout the Nation, 
including one in Houston. That means more than 1,200 new investigators and 
prosecutors will be cracking down on the drug racketeers. 

We're launching a frontal assault on organized crime with the recent 
appointment of a ~efauver-style commission, headed by a distinguished jurist, 
that will hold regional hearings throughout the country. 

And we're moving in another area: to end the politicizing of education, bring 
excellence back to our schools, better opportunity for our schoolchildren, 
including effective bilingual programs so important for Hispanic children. 
And I hope you'll join me in persuading the Congress to accede to the 
overwhelming desire of the American people for a constitutional amendment 
permitting prayer in our schools. 

Here then are the questions before you and before every American in the years 
ahead: Will we be better off with a future aimed at growth and opportunity, or 
one bogged down in lowered expectations and economic decline? Will we choose a 
future with a sparkling economy where young men and women can climb as far as 
their talents take them, or will Americans of Hispanic descent face a future 
with more government, more taxes, and more bureaucracy which suffocate 
enterprise and initiative? 

Will we be better off relying on our pride, respect, and accomplishments as a 
people, or must we sink into dependency through government busing and quotas and 
all the other elaborate social schemes dreamed up in Washington during the past 
40 years? 

And what about our national security? Which road will we take there? Will 
we be better off with a future where America's interests are firmly protected 
and defended, or will we choose a future where the only clear goal seems to be a 
deal cut at almost any price with America's adversaries in the world? 

Hispanic Americans are at the threshold -- I think you can sense your own 
power, your ability to influence America in the future. The decisions you make 
in the next few years will have an enormous impact on our society. As we move 
toward the 21st century, you'll be increasingly in positions of power, and your 
fellow citizens will look up to you for leadership and guidance. 

I urge you today remain true to the values -- the devotion to God, family, 
and country -- that have made you the proud people you are today. Hold fast to 
the dreams you've always had for your children. Reject those who say that your 
dreams cannot fashion your future, that your destiny is in the hands of 
unelected bureaucrats and social engineers in Washington. Cherish your dreams, 
cherish them because they are what brought you or your fathers or their fathers 
to this country and have contributed so much to America's growth and vitality. 

America is "a willingness of the heart,u F. Scott Fitzgerald once said. 
Well, the hearts of Hispanic Americans have always been willing. You've 
defended America on countless battlefields; you've strengthened □ur economy, 
enriched our culture, broadened our perspectives. 

"A man wouldn't sell his life to you," William Manchester wrote of his days 
as a marine in the South Pacific, "but he will give it to you for a piece of 
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colored ribbon." You have always understood this better than most. You've known 
that the values, faith, and dreams of a people mean far more than a thousand 
promises of an easy life or a comfortable existence. You have reminded us that 
independence, honor 1 and devotion to country and family are more than iust 
words. You have s ttmd by those values, you've 1 i ved them, and you ' ve Deen an 
inspiration to your children and your countrymen. 

As I said when I began, I've come here today to thank you for all that. But 
I came here today, too, to speak of the futur e and to challenge you to the role 
that you must play in it . Because the people have spoken for change, America is 
better off because of that than s he was a few years ago. Now it is in your 
11ands to continue that progress -- through this century and the next . Don't let 
America sink ba ck into the boredom and mediocrity of collectivism, into the 
politics of envy, protest, and special inte rests . 

Keep America upward bound, on the move; keep her always that shining city, 
that inspiration, that "last best hope" to all the oppressed and helpless of the 
wo,ld. 

God bless you, and God bless Ame,ica. 

Thank you. 

Note: The President spoke at 1 :38 p.m. in the El Paso Civic Center. He was 
introduced by E,nest Angelo, the Fo,um's national committeeman from TExas. 

On Friday evening, August 12, the President met at the Marriott Hotel with 
the leadership of the American G.I. Forum. The following morning, hE met at the 
hotel with Senator John Tower. 

Following his appearance at the .Civic Cente,, the President met with 
,epresentatives of the National Nacotics Border Inte,diction System and the El 
Paso Intelligence Cen t er at the Ma,riott Hotel. He stayed at the hotel 
overnight. 

E>J!IS E>J!I 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HISPANIC COALITION LEADERSHIP LUNCHEON 
TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 1984 

Buenas tardes and welcome to the White House. I am 

delighted to have had this chance to break bread with you. I met 

with many of the organizations represented today during my first 

weeks in office, and I had the pleasure of renewing that 

acquaintance at a roundtable discussion in El Paso. 

A speci~1 word of congratulations to Jose Cano [Ho-zay 

KAH-no] and Raul Yzaguirre [Ra-OOL Ee-SAH-gee-raya] for all 

they've accomplished in putting this third National Hispanic 

Leadership Conference together. 

Being a Californian, I've always appreciated our country's 

rich Hispanic tradition. Back when I was Governor, I remember 

visiting the site of a natural disaster in the Santa Barbara 

area. Mudslides had been playing havoc with people's homes. I 

came to one place and there•was an elderly American man of 

Hispanic descent standing knee deep in mud, the ruins of what 

once was his living room all around him. Even amid this great 

catastrophe he looked at me, and in all sincerity said, "Mi casa 
• ·-

es su casa." 

I never forgot that old man. It struck me that here was an 

individual, amidst all his trials, havin~ just lost so many of 

the things he dearly loved, who still maintained his dignity and 

composure enough to offer me this most traditional of Hispanic 

greetings. This was a tribute to his own upbringing and values. 

So, let me too, say welcome. Mi casa es su casa. In the 

case of the White House, this really is your house. 
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America.ns of Hispanic descent can be proud of the 

contributions they hav e made and are making to our way of life. 

The strength of your values, even in the face of discrimination 

and hardship, is an inspiring story of dignity and courage. The 

emergence of Americans of Hispanic descent in business and 

.government proves the American dream is alive and well, if we 

just give it a chance. 

Providing more opportunity to all our citizens, through a 

strong and grpwing economy, has been priority number one of this 

Administration. 

Four years ago, talk about economic .advancement and 

increasing opp6rtpnity was a cruel hoax. Economic stagnation and 

murderous inflation were destroying the dream of a better life. 

A spirit of pessimism, not in keeping with the American 

character, was rising, and even our leaders were throwing up 

their hands, complaining about a malaise. 

By stopping people fro~ being mauled by higher and higher 

taxes, decreasing the regulatory burden, and bringing down 

inflation, we've set this country back on the road to real 

economic growth. We've broken the grip stagnation had on our 

throats during the 1970's. 

From the pit of pessimism, a stronger and more vital America 

is emerging. The gross national product was up 6 percent last 

year. This year's first quarter growth rate of 7.2 percent 

suggests the recovery is continuing at a fast clip. 

In the last 16 months, 5.1 million people have found jobs, 

bringing employment to its highest level in our history. The 

unemployment rate is declining faster than anyone predicted. 
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Of al l the job training and employment programs in the 

Department of Labor -- and there are many -- some of the most 

effective are sponsored by Hispanic organizations. 

Ranking among the top in placement and cost effectiveness is 

the American G.I. Forum's National Veteran's Outreach Program. 

Similar to the G.I. Forum is the well known "SER" [rhymes with 

air] -- "Jobs For Progress Program." In 1982, we passed the Job 

Training Partnership Act to help those who need it the most to 

develop marketable skills. These two Hispanic organizations, 

both of which were helping people even before the legisl~tion, 

have used this opportunity to do even more. I want you to know 

how much I appreciate and applaud your good citizenship. 

Of course, training would be useless, unless jobs are 

available. And three out of four new jobs are created by small 

business. Well, with the recovery gaining steam, 548,000 new 

businesses were incorporated last year. Americans of Hispanic 

descent already own some 363,000 businesses, generat j ng about 

$18 billion in sales per year. The small business surge is good 

news to your community. 

I know education, the doorway to opportunity, has always 

been a major concern to all of you. When we arrived in 

Washington, educational standards had been falling for nearly 

20 years. So our Administr~tion appointed the National· 

Commission on Excellence in Education, and we have been 

mobilizing support across the country to implement its 

recommendations. We are beginning to turn the situation around, 

and I am absolutely determined to provide opportunities for all 

/ 
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American chil~~;::;~;;;~~~~~~~~-u~~~~~ii~f",~~~~t~e~-=:in 

this society, 

-to do so in a way that 
,,J{.o .,,._,_"t, ~ 

QA~--~ -

ends discrimination against illegal 
~ 

immigrants!\ working and living in this country. Let meAassure 

you, I will insist that any immigration legislation passed by the 

Congress be applied and enforced in a way that prevents 

discrimination against Americans of Hispanic descent. 

A rising economy and greater opport~nities give us 

confidence. But ~erica does not exist in a vacuum. Today, a 

faraway totalitarian power is committing enormous resources to 

change the strategic balance of the world by turning Central 

America into a string of anti-American, Soviet-style 

dictatorships. If we do not have the courage and political will 

to counter this power play,_our friends will lose their freedom, 

and America's security will be threatened. 

We have made an ambitious economic effort in that region 

with the Caribbea~ Basin Initiative and an expanding aid program. 

But economic assistance, as much as some people on Capitol 

Hill would like to think otherwise, will not overcome the 

military threat. Nicaragua -- with the full support of its Cuban 

and Soviet allies is arming, supplying, and directing an 

insurgency operation in El Salvador. If they succeed, it will 

set the course for the rest of Central America. Th e United 

States has a balanced policy: supporting democracy , effective 

ne gotiations, economic aid, and security assist ance. The focus 
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of our commitment is countering aggression. We face one of the 

major challenges to democracy in our time. 

Debate on this issue has strayed too far from reality. If 

we mean to oppose Communist aggression, then we cannot throw 

every possible roadblock in the way of helping our peace-loving 

friends defend themselves. We cannot ignore the consequences of 

passively watching guerrillas force communist dictatorships down 

the throats of the people of Central America. If Central America 

is lost, then•our own borders will be threatened -- and that is 

why this issue is so important to the security of our people. 

There is still time to defend freedom, but to do so we can 
.. , 'I · 

not stand as a house divided against itself. We must recognize 

our common values. We must take a no-nonsense approach to 

protecting our vital interests. President Kennedy demonstrated 

this kind of determination when he said" ... I want it clearly 

understood that this Government will not hesitate in meeting its 

primary obligations which are to the security of our Nation!" 

We Americans carry a heavy burden. Free people everywhere 

look to us. If freedom is to survive, much dep~nds on what we 

do, on our courag~, and on our strength of character. This, of 

course, is not new. 

A few weeks ago, I was honored to meet in the Roosevelt Room 

with 10 Arneric;::,.n heroes, Medal of Honor winners who repl!esent the 

best of our country. It was a privilege to be in their company .. 

More than any others I've met here in the White House, I felt 

that this was, indeed, their house. They paid for it with their 

courage and service, above and beyond the call of duty. Their 

valor kept this country free, and I was truly awed by them. 
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It j ust so happens that these American heroes, each proudly 

wearing his Medal of Honor around his neck, were all Americans of 

Hispanic descent. Yes, we are all Americans. Together, united 

in purpose, we can meet the challenges to our liberty. Together 

we can make certain that America fulfills its historic 

·responsibilities and remains the land of opportunity and freedom 

God intended it to be. 

I thank you for being here today. God bless you)-alll!!t vayan 

con Dios. '• 




