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(Rohrabacher/BE) 
April 16 , 1984 
4:00 p . m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HISPANIC COALITION LEADERSHIP LUNCHEON 
TUESDAY, APRIL 17 , 1984 

Buenas tardes and welcome to the White House . I am 

delighted to have had this chance to break bread with you. I met 

with many of the organizations represented today during my first 

weeks in office I had the pleasure of renewing that acquaintance 

at a roundtable discussion in El Paso. It's good to see you 

again . 

A special word of congratulations to Jose Cano [Ho-zay 

KA-no] and Raul Yzaguirre (Ra-OOL Ee-sah-gee-raya) for all 

they've accomplished in putting this third National Hispanic 

Leadership Conference together. 

Being a Californian, I've always appreciated our country's 

rich Hispanic tradition. Back when I was Governor, I remember 

visiting the site of a natural disaster in the Santa Barbara 

area . Mudslides had been playing havoc with people's homes . I 

came to one place and there was an elderly American man of 

Hispanic descent standing knee deep in mud, the ruins of what 

once was his living room all around him. Even amid this great 

catastrophe he looked at me and in all sincerity said, "Mi casa 

es su casa." 

I never forgot that old man . It struck me that here was an 

individual, amidst all his trials, having just lost so many of 

the things he dearly loved, who still maintained his dignity and 

composure enough to offer me this most traditional of Hispanic 

greetings. This was a tribute to his own upbringing and values. 
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So , please , let me extend to you that same greeting: 

Welcome . Mi casa es su casa. In the case of the White House, 

this really is your House. 

Americans of Hispanic descent can be proud of the 

contributions they have made and are making to our way of life. 

The strength of your values, even in the face of discrimination 

and hardship, is an inspiring story of dignity and courage. The 

emergence of Americans of Hispanic descent in business and 

government proves the American dream is alive and well, if we 

just give it a chance . 

Providing more opportunity to all our citizens, through a 

strong and growing economy, has been priority number one of this 

Administration . 

Four years ago, talk about economic advancement and 

increasing opportunity was a cruel hoax. Economic stagnation and 

murderous inflation were destroying the dream of a better life . 

A spirit of pessimism not in keeping with the American character 

was rising, and even our leaders were throwing up their hands 

complaining about a malaise . 

By keeping people from being mauled by higher and higher 

taxes, decreasing the regulatory burden, and bringing down 

inflation, we've set this country back on the road to real 

economic growth . We've broken the grip stagnation has had on our 

throats for the last 5 years . 

From the pit of pessimism, a stronger and more vital America 

is emerging . The gross national product was up 6 percent last 
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year. This year's first quarter growth rate of 7.2 percent 

suggests the recovery is continuing at a fast clip. 

In the last 16 months, 5.1 million more people found jobs, 

bringing employment to its highest level in our history. The 

unemployment rate is declining faster than anyone predicted. 

Of all the job training and employment programs in the 

Department of Labor -- and there are many -- some of the most 

effective are sponsored by Hispanic organizations. 

Ranking among the top in placement and cost effectiveness is 

the American G.I. Forum's National Veteran's Outreach Program. 

Similar to the G.I. Forum is the well known SER [rhymes with air] 

-- "Jobs For Progress Program." In 1982, we passed the Job 

Training Partnership Act to help those who need it the most to 

develop marketable skills. These two Hispanic organizations, 

both of which were helping people even before the legislation, 

have used this opportunity to do even more. I want you to know 

how much I appreciate and applaud your good citizenship. 

Of course, training would be useless, unless jobs are 

available. And 3 out of 4 new jobs are created by small 

business. Well, with the recovery gaining steam, 548,000 new 

businesses were incorporated last year. Americans of Hispanic 

descent already own some 363,000 businesses, generating about 

$18 billion in sales per year. The small business surge is good 

news to your community. 

I know education, the doorway to opportunity, has always 

been a major concern to your community. Consistent with our 

Administration's dedication to restoring the quality of education 



Page 4 

in America is our full support of bilingual education that 

provides all children the skills they need to compete in this 

society. 

The immigration legislation now being debated on the Hill is 

also of special interest. I think we can all agree on the need 

to address this serious and growing problem and to do so in a way 

that ends discrimination against illegal immigrants working and 

living in this country. I want to assure you that any 

immigration legislation that passes the Congress will be applied 

and enforced in a way that prevents discrimination against 

Americans of Hispanic descent. 

Our rising economy and the increasing opportunity of our 

citizens give us every reason for confidence, but our country 

does not exist in a vacuum. Today, a faraway totalitarian power 

is committing enormous resources to changing the strategic 

balance of the world by turning Central America into a string of 

anti-American, Soviet-style dictatorships. If we do not have the 

courage and political will to counter this power play, our 

friends will lose their freedom and our security will be 

threatened. 

We have made an ambitious economic effort in that region 

with the Caribbean Basin Initiative and an expanding aid program. 

But economic assistance, as much as some people on Capitol 

Hill would like to think otherwise, will not overcome the 

military threat. Nicaragua -- with the full support of its Cuban 

and Soviet allies is arming, supplying, and directing an 

insurgency operation in El Salvador. If they succeed, it will 
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set the course for the rest of Central America. The focus of our 

military assistance and other activities is aimed at countering 

this aggression. What we face is one of the major challenges to 

democracy in our time. 

Debate on this issue has strayed a long way from reality. 

Too many people are playing political games. No longer can we 

accept the hypocrisy of those who claim to oppose Communist 

aggression, but throw every possible roadblock in the way of 

providing our friends with the means of defending themselves. No 

longer can we accept the tortured logic of those who explode in 

righteous indignation, spotlighting even the small infractions of 

our friends, while ignoring the mayhem wrought by those who would 

force communist dictatorships down the throats of the people of 

Central America. If Central America is lost, and our borders are 

threatened from the South, the American people will judge for 

themselves who is responsible. 

There is still time to avoid a crisis, but to do so we can 

not stand as a house divided against itself. We must recognize 

our common values . We must take a no-nonsense approach to 

protecting our vital interests . President Kennedy demonstrated 

this kind of determination when he said" ... I want it clearly 

understood that this Government will not hesitate in meeting its 

primary obligations which are to the security of our Nation!" 

We Americans carry a heavy burden. Free people everywhere 

look to us. If freedom is to survive, much depends on what we 

do; on our courage and on our strength of character. This, of 

course, is not new. 
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A few weeks ago, I was honored to meet in the Roosevelt Room 

with 10 American heroes, Medal of Honor winners who represent the 

best of our country. It was a privilege to be in their company. 

More than any others I've met here in the White House, I felt 

that this was, indeed, their House. They paid for it with their 

courage and service above and beyond the call of duty. Their 

valor kept this country free, and I was truly awed by them. 

It just so happens that these American heroes, each proudly 

wearing his Medal of Honor around his neck, were all Americans of 

Hispanic descent. Yes, we are all Americans. Together, united 

in purpose, we can meet the challenges to our liberty. Together 

we can make certain that America fulfills its historic 

responsibilities and remains the land of opportunity and freedom 

God intended it to be. 

I thank you for being here today. God bless you and vayan 

con dios. 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HISPANIC COALITION LEADERSHIP LUNCHEON 
TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 1984 

Yzaguirre (Ra-ool Ee-sah-gee-rea) for all they've accomplished in 
~~ 

putting ~ National Hispanic Leadership Conference together. 

Being a Californian, I've always appreciated our country's 

rich Hispanic tradition. Back when I was Governor, I remember 

visiting the site of a natural disaster in the Santa Barbara 

area. Mudslides had been playing havoc with people's homes. I 

came to one place and there was an elderly American man of 

Hispanic descent standing knee deep in mud, the ruins of what 

once was his living room all around him. Even amid this great 

catastrophe he looked at me and in all sincerity said, "Mi casa 

es su casa." 

I never forgot that old man. It struck me that here was an 

individual, amidst all his trials, having just lost so many of 

the things he dearly loved, who still maintained his dignity and 

composure enough to offer me this most traditional of Hispanic 

greetings. This was a tribute to his own upbringing and values. 

So, please, let me extend to you that same greeting: 

welcome. Mi casa es su casa. In the case of the White House, 

this really is your House. 

' 

C 



Page 2 

Americans of Hispanic descent can be proud of the 

contributions they have made and are making to our way of life. 

The strength of your values, even in the face of discrimination 

and hardship, is an inspiring story of dignity and courage. The 

emergence of Americans of Hispanic descent in business and 

gove rnment proves the American dream is alive and well, if we 

just give it a chance. 

Providing more opportunity to all our citizens, through a 

strong and growing economy, has been priority number one of this 

Administration. 

Four years ago, talk about economic advancement and 

increasing opportunity was a cruel hoax. Economic stagnation and 

murderous inflation were destroying the dream of a better life. 

A spirit of pessimism not in keeping with the American character 

was rising, and even our leaders were throwing up their hands 

complaining about a malaise. 

By keeping people from being mauled by higher and higher 

taxes, decreasing the regulatory burden, and bringing down 

inflation, we've set this country back on the road to real 

e conomic growth . We've broken the grip stagnation has had on our 

throats for the last 5 years. 

From the pit of pessimism, a stronger and more vital America 

is emerging. The Gross National Product was up 6 percent last 

year. This year's first quarter growth rate of 7.2 percent 

suggests the recovery is continuing at a fast clip. 

In 1983, 4 million more people found jobs, bringing 

employment to its highest level in our history. The unemployment 

rate is declining faster than anyone predicted. In the Hispanic 
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community, unemployment has dropped almost an entire percent just 

since the beginning of this year. Gtl Qt~~ ~J 
Of all the job training and employment programs in the 

Department of Labor -- and there are many -- the top two are 

sponsored by Hispanic organizati ons. 

Ranking first in p lacement and cost effectiveness is the 

American G.I. Forum's National Veteran's Outreach Program. 

Second only to the G.I. Forum is the well known SER - ~~obs for 

t rogress program. Last year, we passed the Job Training 

Partnership Act to help those who need it the most to develop 

marketable skills. These two Hispanic organizations, both of 

which were helping people even before the legislation, have used 

this opportunity to do even more . I want you to know how much I 

appreciate and applaud your good citizenship. 

Of course, training would be useless, unless jobs are 

available. And 4 out of 5 new jobs are created by small 

business. Well, with the recovery gaining steam, 600,000 new 

businesses were incorporated last year. Americans of Hispanic 

descent already own some 363,000 businesses, gene rating about 

$18 billion in sales per year . 

news to your community~~ 

The small business surge is good 
l ~ ...... ,'/~vJ- c-,,.._c p,-,. r t,-,.,1.S~ ff~ ... ~~•ll'i~ 
~~~M., t0 ... .... "'- _P.N>JJ s-r • 
4J~a;l'<:::»t---i' &if tit (:cl"'-c;-'J.,~A• .\l\..._f " """'~Jf .... ,'\ ..._ / 
t"'-"•I' c~"u""'- ~ )' ~~ 1c .... ,-~,. . e "1''i,l" ,it..!..,..,,.,., ,,-..f.v 
1'\ ... r <\.:> I- .. ,'\\y le-4.-tA 6-,·c,,..-- I.. H~~•l':"f 't'\t tJ.~l "t -

We have every reason for contidence, but our country does ,}.J~:?,,• ~ 
~ ~..,.,. 
q'r ..... "" • ,., 

not exist in a vacuum. Today, a faraway totalitarian power is ~ .. ,it~"',"• 
o,: re, ,.,_ 

b; 'I'/{>,.,. 
committing enormous resources to changing the strategic balance ~~l'~ 

t:..•"•'J. " I 
of the world by turning Central America into a string of "-.'Ji ~~/e/\ 
anti-American, Soviet-style dictatorships. 

•!.i 1-,o~C'$, 
It we do not have the -1\.,, ~ 

f,, I 
(;" ... ~ courage and political will to counter this power play, our 

kwe il, ...... ~ •~ .,, JGC e. .. , 
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friends will lose their freedom and our security will be 

threatened. 

We have made an ambitious economic effort in that region 

with The Carribean Basin Initiative and an expanding aid program. 

But economic assistance, as much as some people on Capitol 

Hill would like to think otherwise, will not overcome the 

military threat. Nicaragua -- with the full support of its Cuban 

and Soviet allies is arming, supplying, and directing an 

insurgency operation in El Salvador. If they succeed it will set 

the course for the rest of Central America. The focus of our 

military assistance and other activities is aimed at countering 

this aggression. What we face is one of the major challenges to 

democracy in our time. 

Debate on this issue has strayed a long way from reality . 

. Too many in t;~g r ess are playing political games. No longer 

can we accept the hypocrisy of those who claim to oppose 

Communist aggression, but throw every possible roadblock in the 

way to providing our friends the means of defending themselves. 

No longer can we accept the tortured logic of those who explode 

in righteous indignation, spotlighting even the small infractions 

of our friends, while ignoring the butchery of those who would 

force communist dictatorships down the throats of the people of 

Central America. If Central America is lost, and our borders are 

threatened from the South, the American people will judge for 

themselves who is responsible. 

There is still time to avoid a crisis, but to do so we can 

not stand as a house divided against itself. We must recognize 

our common values. We must take a no-nonsense approach to 
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protecting our vital interests. President Kennedy demonstrated 

this kind of determination when he said" . I want it clearly 

understood that this government will not hesitate in meeting its 

primary obligations which are to the security of our Nation." 

We Americans carry a heavy burden. Free people everywhere 

look to us. If freedom is to survive much depends on what we do, 

on our courage and on our strength of character. This, of 

course, is not new. 

A few weeks ago, I was honored to meet in the Oval Office 

with 11 American heroes, Medal of Honor winners who represent the 

best of our country. It was a privilege to be in their company. 

More than any others I've met here in the White House, I felt 

that this was, indeed, their House. They paid for it with their 

courage and service above and beyond the call of duty. Their 

valor kept this country free and I was truly awed by them. 

It just so happens that these American heroes, each proudly 

wearing his Medal of Honor around his neck, were all Americans of 

Hispanic descent. Yes, we are all Americans. Together, united 

in purpose, we can meet the challenges to our liberty. Together 

we can make certain that America fulfills its historic 

responsibilities and remains the land of opportunity and freedom 

God intended it to be. 

I thank you for being here today. God bless you and vayan 

con dios. 



I/"\ · - I I'" /,1./)A 111/ ~ ~lA---- ( Rohrabacher / BE) 
VI. 'VF0~~-/}f1')J~ April 16, 1984 

~Q\.tAAI v\__ 12:00 p . m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HISPANIC COALITION LEADERSHIP LUNCHEON 
TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 1984 

~,..l 
Buenas tardesG /\ \{el come to the White House. I am delighted 

Some of us met t o have had this chance to break bread with you. 

last year at a roundtable discussion in El Paso. I-t I S:-adJOPd - to_ 
/: I ,-
/...f--C ,\ 

S'ee-lJ..Oll. a o a in. \'A s I said - -: ..... / , 
\.-·--"~ -( A ~ t 

then, I--en_coura~ keep in c.tt-'.F€CL 

contact with my staff. Your ~~~d opinions are most welcome . 
lH -z~ ( Kf1 - ~o ) 

A special word of congratulations to Jose tano and Raul 

Yzaguirre (Ra-ool Ee-sah-gee-rea) for all they've accomplished in 

putting the National Hispanic Leadership Contere nce together . 

• Being a Californian, I've ~S.lft'A l · 1e appreciated our 

country's rich Hispanic tradition. "" 

Back when I I ·· :r-€~er visiting the site of a 

natural disaster in the Santa Barbara area. Mudslides had been 

playing havoc with people's homes. I came to one place and there 

was an elderly American man of Hispanic descent standing knee 

deep in mud, the ruins of what once was his living room all 

around him. Even amid this great catastrophe he looked at me and 

in all sincerity said, "Mi casa es su casa." 

I never forgot that old man. It struck me that here was an 

individual, amidst all his trials, having just lost so many of 

the things he dearly loved, who still maintained his dignity and 

composure enough to offer me thii most traditional of Hispanic 

greetings. This was a tribute to his own upbringing and values. 

5-)~ '-~ 1rnbrirn th . -~ . t 11 • • ~ 1 0 . 1n r-eme -g- a.t~ -in~".:P'.._- in o n~pan'l.c-cna-~ et 

me extend to you that same greeting: ~elcome. Mi casa i 
--
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es su casa. In the case of the White House, this really is your 

House. 

Americans ot Hispanic descent haee every renso-ll=OO be proud 

of the .aail¥ncontributions they have made and are making to our 

way of life. The strength of your be-oio values, even in the face 

of discrimina\iop and hardship, is an inspiring story of dignity 

and courage. ' The c1::1rrcnt emergence of Americans ot Hispanic 
~ ,,J r- ( 

descent in business and government i=s protlng ... lh-a<t the American 

dream is alive and well,/ t~_we just give it a chance. 
{(n~ , ~~ l-fk ~~- . . .. 
~!l:.m!.s-:rng tlrt:! oppon_u111t.9 a\1a"Iia-a~ to all our c1t1zens, 

through a strong and growing economy, has been priority number 

one of this Administration. 

( Four years ago, talk about economic advancement and 

increasing opportunity was a cruel hoax ) Eco~omic stagnation and 

murderous inflation were destroying the dre~{ qf a be~ter life1 

.- 11 • A • • t f . . W" ,~ W t--.- \. ' _..._ ~r a Ame:r:-1can..s. spiri • o pessimism ~ta±±Y 1neon.-f1sLe-rrt. 

~ ·~ ~'..1e"'"I ~ 
with the American character p~1ea~tj:?-h~ ~'<.en our leaders 

were throwing up their hands ~~~ek !;:a malaisetaoffl! 

By ~9tting control of spehd111g, by keeping people from being 

mauled by higher and higher taxes,~ decreasing t-tre regulatory 
~ 

burden, ~bringing down inflation, we've set this country back 

on the road to real economic growth. We've broken the grip 

stagnation has had on our throats for the last 5 years. 

From the pit of pessimism, a stronger and more vital America 

is emerging. The Gross National Product was up 6 percent last 
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y ear . This year's first quarter growth rate of 7.2 percent 

suggests the recovery is coritinuing at a fast clip. 

In 1983, 4 million more people found jobs, bringing 

employment to its highest level in our history. 

rate is declining faster than anyone predicted. 

The unemployment 

In the Hispanic 

community, unemployment has dropped almost an entire percent just 

since the beginning of this year. 

Of all the job training and employment programs in the 

Department of Labor -- and there are many -- the top two are 

sponsored bi Hispanic organizations. 

Ranking first in placement and cost ettectiveness is the 

American G.I. Forum's National Veteran's Outreach Program. 

Second only to the G.I. Forum is the well known SER -- jobs for 

progress program. Last year, we passed the Job Training 

Partnership Act to help those who need it the most to develop 

marketable skills. These two Hispanic organizations, both of 

which were helping people even before the legislation, have used 

Of course, training would be useless, unless Jobs are 

available I onee the tra4-m-11g is au-i:.- . And 4 out of 5 new jobs are 

created by small business . Well , with the recovery gaining 
s't46,rn , 

steam, "1500 ,06-Q. new businesses were incorporated last year. 

Americans of Hispanic descent already own some 

363,000 businesses, generating about $18 billion in sales per 
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year . ve r;_y,_ J 

~parcticu..La.J:.1¥-si.gni.£.icaot . to your community. 

W eJ....ve .,..t urned..,.the.. .-economy-· c1. r oat rd ·and--w-± ti-1--#:----we:Lue.... turned · -----
a~ the pessimism 0£., _4..-¥.P.ars ago __ _ $_Qe.i.al.....corqmen!= ators are now -- ===~.:..:::..::.__::_:_:._:_ _ _ 

talking about the fut ure in glowing terms. John Naisbitt, tor 

~xample, ... futurist -and- -aurno-r o-t-•~~-a--t n:.n.ds,.__" is ?ayi ng that 

" 1'9~- ha:s-arri-ved- jus-t--i-It--t-i.me._~nes s an explosion of · / 
------

I5trttom-up en LI ep:tenueriali sm ·a:na fffe- acf\,m • OT" ' a n ~e-;~~ t..liat_ma1~ 

n 

We hav~ every reason for confidence, but our country does 

not exist in a vacu~_:,Ylre-r e-±s-a:n-·exte1:·hfil-=t'rfreat'·-.:-'1'"0-oming-~t 
e-

faraway totalitarian power is committing enormous 

resources to changing the strategic balance of the world by 

turning Central America into a string ot anti-American, 

l . ---......_ __ 
the freedom · o ·f-the -·people ·'-of-'Central America .and the security of 

--- ~ 
t ~~0ni ted ·St-ates. 

We have made an ambitious economic effort in that region 

with The Carribean Basin Initiative and an expanding aid program. 

But e conomic assistance, as much as some people on Capitol 

Hill would like to think otherwise, will not overcome the 

military threat. Nicaragua -- with the full support of its Cuban 

and Sovi e t allies is arming, supplying, and directing an 

insurgency operation in El Salvador. If they succee(j)- t will set 

· -- -
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the course for the r e st of Cent ra l America . The fo c u s o f our 

mi l i tary as s i s tance and other activities is aime d at count ering 

this aggression. What we face is one of the major challenges to 

d emocracy in our time. 

H H O H er C P2 r 6 t D em,n e r;., h""'--.£a.,;.--f rdlt[ !""" ht;• th eh e bate 
kt ..s ~ o.. 0-o s ""'T-1 ~-- , o ,.>, . 

on thi s issue ~Q~ t-0 be,.i Too ma ny in the Congress are playing 

poli t ical game s •-a~d ~ t is-t i-rnB---to .get ...s~ No longer can we 

a c c e pt the hypocrisy o f those who claim to oppose Communist 

aggression, but throw every possible roadblock in the way --t-e--
~\<),-: ~~y 

provid ir , , ou·r friends /\the means of defending themselves. No 

longer can we a ccept the tortured logic of those who e xplode in 

righteous indignation, spotlighting even the small in fractions of ,/ 

our f r iends, · while ignoring the ""Buee~~Q~::~~~!,~o se '6, 

who would force c ommunist dic tatorships down the th r o a ts of the b 
p eople of Central Ame rica . 

• ---·-~--- -~ -;.. ~.o;:· .-.-. ... -. ... ~ 

We.:r- h ad-' b ee-n h ampered by the s·a me -·obs·t ructioni s m- now f ound - in tpe 

Hal:l s of-· Congress ,·-- the- -enemy would -no-.. doubt . have tri umphed. If 

Ce n t ral America is lost, and our borders are threatened from the 

South, the Ame r i can people will judge for the mselves who is 

respons i b l e. 

There is s t ill time to avoid a crisis, but to do so we can 

not stand as a house divided aga inst itself. We must r e cognize 

our common values. We must take a no-nonsense approach to 

protecting our vital intere~ts. 

this kind of determination when 

Presidev ennedy d emonstrated 

he said"} · .. I want it clearly 

unders tood t hat this gove r nment will not hes it ate in meet ing its 

primary ob l igat ions which a r e to the s e curity of our Nati on." 
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We Amer icans carry a heavy burden. Free people everywhere 

look to us. If freedom is to surviv ) much depends on what we do9 

on our courage and on our strength o character. 

course, is not new. 

This, of 

A few weeks ago, I was honored to mee t in the Oval Oft ice 

with !.I,}_ American heroes, Medal of Honor winners who represent I-
the best of our country . It was a privilege to be in their 

company . More t han any other s I've me t here in the Wh ite House , 

I felt that this was, indeed, their House. They paid for it with 

their couraie and service above and beyond the call of duty. 

Their valor kept this country fre '(jJ'nd I was truly awed by them. {, 

It just so happens that these American h eroes, each proudly 

wearing his Medal of Honor around his neck, were all American s of 

Hispanic descent. Yes, we are all Americans. Together, united 

in purpose, we can meet the challenges to our libe rty. 

we can make certain that America fulfills its historic 

Together 

responsibilities and remains the l a nd of opportunity and freedom 

God intended it to be. 

I thank you for being here today. 

con dios. 

God bless you and vayan 
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Buenas tardes and welcome to the White House. I am 

delighted to have had this chance to break bread with you. Some 

of us met last year at a roundtable discussion in El Paso. And 

as I said then, please keep in contact with my staff. Your 

opinions are most welcome. 

A special word of congratulations to Jose Cano and Raul 

Yzaguirre (Ra-ool Ee-sah-gee-rea) for all they've accomplished in 

putting the National Hispanic Leadership Conference together. 

Being a Californian, I've always appreciated our country's 

rich Hispanic tradition. Back when I was Governor, I remember 

visiting the site of a natural disaster in the Santa Barbara 

area. Mudslides had been playing havoc with people's homes. I 

came to one place and there was an elderly American man of 

Hispanic descent standing knee deep in mud, the ruins of what 

once was his living room all around him. Even amid this great 

catastrophe he looked at me and in all sincerity said, "Mi casa 

es su casa." 

I never forgot that old man. It struck me that here was an 

individual, amidst all his trials, having just lost so many of 

the things he dearly loved, who still maintained his dignity and 

composure enough to offer me this most traditional of Hispanic 

greetings. This was a tribute to his own upbringing and values. 

So, please, let me extend to you that same greeting: 

welcome. Mi casa es su casa. In the case of the White House, 

this really is your House. 
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Americans of Hispanic descent can be proud of the 

contributions they have made and are making to our way of life. 

The strength of your values, even in the face of discrimination 

and hardship, is an inspiring story of dignity and courage. The 

emergence of Americans of Hispanic descent in business and 

government proves the American dream is alive and well, if we 

just give it a chance. 

Providing more opportunity to all our citizens, through a 

strong and growing economy, has been priority number one of this 

Administration. 

Four years ago, talk about economic advancement and 

increasing opportunity was a cruel hoax. Economic stagnation and 

murderous inflation were destroying the dream of a better life. 

A spirit of pessimism not in keeping with the American character 

was rising, and even our leaders were throwing up their hands 

complaining about a malaise. 

By keeping people from being mauled by higher and higher 

taxes, decreasing the regulatory burden, and bringing down 

inflation, we've set this country back on the road to real 

economic growth . We've broken the grip stagnation has had on our 

throats for the last 5 years . 

From the pit of pessimism, a stronger and more vital America 

is emerging. The Gross National Product was up 6 percent last 

year . This year's first quarter growth rate of 7.2 percent 

suggests the recovery is continuing at a fast clip. 

In 1983, 4 million more people found jobs, bringing 

employment to its highest level in our history. The unemployment 

rate is declining faster than anyone predicted. In the Hispanic 
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community, unemployment has dropped almost an entire percent just 

since the beginning of this year. 

Of all the job training and employment programs in the 

Department of Labor -- and there are many -- the top two are 

sponsored by Hispanic organizations. 

Ranking first in placement and cost effectiveness is the 

American G. I. Forum's National Veteran's Outreach Program. 

Second only to the G.I. Forum is the well known SER -- jobs for 

progress program . Last year, we passed the Job Training 

Partnership Act to help those who need it the most to develop 

marketable skills. These two Hispanic organizations, both of 

which were helping people even before the legislation, have used 

this opportunity to do even more. I want you to know how much I 

appreciate and applaud your good citizenship. 

Of course, training would be useless, unless jobs are 

available. And 4 out of 5 new jobs are created by small 

business. Well, with the recovery gaining steam, 600,000 new 

businesses were incorporated last year. Americans of Hispanic 

descent already own some 363,000 businesses, generating about 

$18 billion in sales per year. The small business surge is good 

news to your community. 

We have every reason for contidence, but our country does 

not exist in a vacuum. Today, a faraway totalitarian power is 

committing enormous resources to changing the strategic balance 

of the world by turning Central America into a string of 

anti-American, Soviet-style dictatorships. It we do not have the 

courage and political will to counter this power play, our 
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friends will lose their freedom and our security will be 

threatened. 

We have made an ambitious economic effort in that region 

with The Carribean Basin Initiative and an expanding aid program. 

But economic assistance, as much as some people on Capitol 

Hill would like to think otherwise, will not overcome the 

military threat. Nicaragua -- with the full support of its Cuban 

and Soviet allies is arming, supplying, and directing an 

insurgency operation in El Salvador. If they succeed it will set 

the course for the rest of Central America. The focus of our 

military assistance and other activities is aimed at countering 

this aggression . What we face is one of the major challenges to 

democracy in our time. 

Debate on this issue has strayed a long way from reality. 

Too many in the Congress are playing political games. No longer 

can we accept the hypocrisy of those who claim to oppose 

Communist aggression, but throw every possible roadblock in the 

way to providing our friends the means of defending themselves. 

No longer can we accept the tortured logic of those who explode 

in righteous indignation, spotlighting even the small infractions 

of our friends, while ignoring the butchery of those who would 

force communist dictatorships down the throats of the people of 

Central America. If Central America is lost, and our borders are 

threatened from the South, the American people will judge for 

themselves who is responsible. 

There is still time to avoid a crisis, but to do so we can 

not stand as a house divided against itself. We must recognize 

our common values. We must take a no-nonsense approach to 
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protecting our vital interests. President Kennedy demonstrated 

this kind of determination when he said" ... I want it clearly 

understood that this government will not hesitate in meeting its 

primary obligations which are to the security of our Nation." 

We Americans carry a heavy burden. Free people everywhere 

look to us. If freedom is to survive much depends on what we do, 

on our courage and on our strength of character. This, of 

course, is not new. 

A few weeks ago, I was honored to meet in the Oval Office 

with 11 American heroes, Medal of Honor winners who represent the 

best of our country. It was a privilege to be in their company. 

More than any others I've met here in the White House, I felt 

that this was, indeed, their House. They paid for it with their 

courage and service above and beyond the call of duty. Their 

valor kept this country free and I was truly awed by them. 

It just so happens that these American heroes, each proudly 

wearing his Medal of Honor around his neck, were all Americans of 

Hispanic descent. Yes, we are all Americans. Together, united 

in purpose, we can meet the challenges to our liberty. Together 

we can make certain that America fulfills its historic 

responsibilities and remains the land of opportunity and freedom 

God intended it to be. 

I thank you for being here today. God bless you and vayan 

con dios. 
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1>..v..l 
Buenas tardes~ /\ ~elcome to the White House. 

to have had this chance to break bread with you. 

last year at a roundtable discussion in El Paso. 

,,,,., JWlL ~ aJ::: 
1 

s I said then, I c ~ 

I am delighted 

Some of us met 

keep in~ 

contact with my staff. Your ~ ~ ~ 8<l opinions are most welcome. 

A special word of congratulation~ to Jose Cano and Raul 

Yzaguirre (Ra-ool Ee-sah-gee-rea) for all they've accomplished in 

putting the National Hispanic Leadership Conterence together. 

t!:::::::J.r. Being a Californian, I've j l • i.s appreciated our 

country's rich Hispanic tradition. "' 

0 ack when I was -Gover'n'c5r; I -~ r~er visiting the site of a 

natural disaster in the Santa Barbara area. Mudslides had been 

playing havoc with people's homes. I came to one place and there 

was an elderly American man of Hispanic descent standing knee 

deep in mud, the ruins of what once was his living room all 

around him. Even amid this great catastrophe he looked at me and 

in all sincerity said, "Mi casa es su casa." 

I never forgot that old man. It struck me that here was an 

individual, amidst all his trials, having just lost so many of 

the things he dearly loved, who still maintained his dignity and 

composure enough to offer me thii most traditional of Hispanic 

greetings. This was a tribute to his own upbringing and values. 

~~ let 

me extend to you that same greeting: welcome. Mi casa 
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es su casa. , In the case of the White House, this really is your 

House. 
~ 

Americans ot Hispanic descent La ue eve--F eas~Jvnroo be proud 

of the ,m.;~~ contributions they have made and are making to our 

way of life. The strength of your J::,ee i-e,, values, even in the face 

of discrimination and hardship, is an inspiring story of dignity 
#, ' 

and courage. ' The e~YYcnt emergence of Americans ot Hispanic 
Q...-v\Jt_j 

descent in business and government :rs• pru1r::hig Lhffl.. the American 

dream is a;ive and we~l,~ we just give it a chance . 

. ~it~~11~te~rt:"t:n1:i:ty •-av'ai~ to all our citizens, 

through a strong and growing economy, has been priority number 

one of this Administration. 

Four years ago, talk about economic advancement and 

increasing opportunity was a cruel hoax. Economic stagnation and 

murderous inflation were destroying the dre:~ o~ a~~~er life, 

-17.}r a]d_,Americans . A spirit of Ressimism ~e~a~~Y !H-e'0hJ i stet'r4:: 

with the American character ~ Ii- J ILIL.r-., ··-)_ en our leaders 

were throwing up their hands ~~ffl~~-W!@IIIOOW-e4i;;e,,119~~ a malai se , ~ 

ur prob=-1::em we-,1= tlR-s0lvab,le .~ 

By ~ott~ng: coRli!F@l of s pei"ibl11g , .of'ly keeping people from being 

mauled by higher and higher taxes, ~ decreasing the regulatory 
- ~ 

burden, ~ bringing down inflation, we've set this country back 

on the road to real economic growth. We've broken the grip 

stagnation has had on our throats for the last 5 years. 

From the pit of pessimism, a stronger and more vital America 

is emerging. The Gross National Product was up 6 percent last 
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year. This year's first quarter growth rate of 7.2 percent 

suggests the recovery is coritinuing at a fast clip. 

In 1983, 4 million more people found jobs, bringing 

employment to its highest level in our history. The unemployment 

rate is declining faster than anyone predicted. In the Hispanic 

community, unemployment has dropped almost an entire percent just 

since the beginning of this year. 

Of all the job training and employment programs in the 

Department of Labor -- and there are many -- the top two are 

sponsored by Hispanic organizations. 

Ranking firs t in placement and cost ettectiveness is the 

American G.I. Forum's National Veteran's Outreach Program. 

Second only to the G.I. Forum is the well known SER -- jobs for 

progress program. Last year, we passed the Job Training 

Partnership Act to help those who need it the most to develop 

marketable skills. These two Hispanic organizations, both of 

which were helping people even before the legislation, have used 

this o{~~~ y t~~'Z . ~ 7e. l2i0¥ nt ~·~ &a y~u to know 

t1tat I EUR iully auaro of thi?'s cxanlplc"'-o.f good c1t1zensh1p\~ 

Of course, training would be useless, unless Jobs are 

available,ol'"l'l!!t@o-e-ru;~ ~-a.-1m~~g,r-x~· ~s~ e~·~•~Qiif• . And 4 out of 5 new jobs are 

created by small business. Well, with the recovery gaining 

steam, 600,000 new businesses were incorporated last year. 

Americans of Hispanic descent already own some 

363,000 businesses , generating about $18 billion in sales per 
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year. small business Bt:~n~ 

W 've turned th economy arc:mnd-· turned 

a commentators are now 

talking about the future in glowing terms. John Naisbitt , tor 

e :.arnpJ..e f u-t u :r: i st a nrr ·aa'TI1:1rtt:1}"!11oar:r- r"11""--'-!,,.M,eo\lf· ~EJ0-a-~t nm.d.s.. " i s ~ a yin g that 

witness an explosion of ----nueria 

Mfer e'tlF BQfii't hop_e yet . n 

We have every reason for confidence, but our country does 

not exist in a an external threat loomin to 

o secu it:¥ 

faraway totalitarian power is committing enormous 

resources to changing the strategic balance of the world by 

turning Central America into a string ot anti-American, 

Soviet-style dictatorships. If we do 

unter this powe 
~ /~'""'II • 

~ =--'ffi~ sffOJ~d--h:ae~ -- .-i.~ - • a •ffiLL..,_,_._ ..,,,... __ 

of~the- people of Central America and the security of 

We have made an ambitious economic effort in that region 

with The Carribean Basin Initiative and an expanding aid program. 

But economic assistance, as much as some people on Capitol 

Hill would like to think otherwise, will not overcome the 

military threat. Nicaragua -- with the full support of its Cuban 

and Soviet allies is arming, supplying, and directing an 

insurgency operation in El Salvador. If they succeed it will set 
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t he cou rse f or the rest of Central America. The fo c u s o f our 

military assistance and other activities is aimed at counter ing 

this aggression. What we face is one of the major challenges to 

democracy in our time. 

on t his issue 

rea l":.,~""'~ ~(~ ,fr Dill tea- • "II the.h,eb ate 

9fiQ~• to h eoe Too many in t h e Congres s are play ing 

a cce pt t he hypocrisy of those who claim to oppose Communist 

aggression, but throw every possible roadblock in the way to 

providing our friends the means of defending themselves. No 

longer can we accept the tortured logic of those who explode in 

righteous indignation, spotlighting even the small infractions of 

our friends, while ignoring the butchery a '!'!'E· t-1ete~~ ~ @l¥efl of those 

who would force communist dictatorships down the throats of the 

p e ople of Central America. !---r 0u,r e f,f o rt-s irr the Second -World _ 

war had 'b e en· hampered by the same obs·t ructi oni srn- now found in t~e 

Hal-ls of Congr ess, -· the enemy would -no doubt have triumphed. If 

Central America is lost, and our borders are threatened from the 

South, the American people will judge for themselves who is 

r e spon sible. 

There is still time to avoid a crisis, but to do so we can 

not stand as a house divided against itself. We must r e cognize 

our common values. We must take a no-nonsense approach to 

protecting our vital interests. President Kennedy demonstrated 

this kind of determination when he said" . I want it clearly 

unde rstood that this government will not he sitate i n meeti ng its 

primary obligations which are to the security of our Nation." 
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We Americans carry a heavy burden. Free people eve rywhere 

look to us. If freedom is to survive much depends on what we do, 

on our courage and on our strength of character. This, of 

course, is not new. 

A few weeks ago, I was honored to meet in the Oval Oftice 

with 11_ American heroes, Medal of Honor winners who represent 

the best of our country. It was a privilege to be in their 

company. More than any others I've met here in the 1vhite House, 

I felt that this was, indeed, their House. They paid for it with 

their courage and service above and beyond the call of duty. 

Their valor kept this country free and I was truly awed by them. 

It just so happens that these American heroes, each proudly 

wearing his Medal of Honor around his neck, were all Americans of 

Hispanic descent. Yes, we are all Americans. Together, united 

in purpose, we can meet the challenges to our liberty. Together 

we can make certain that America fulfills its historic 

responsibilities and remains the land of opportunity and freedom 

God intended it to be. 

I thank you for being here today. God bless you and vayan 

con dios. 
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Buenas tardes. Welcome to the White House. 

to have had this chance to break bread with you. 

last year at a roundtable discussion in El Paso. 

I am delighted 

Some of us met 

It's good to 

see you again. As I said then, I encourage you to keep in direct 

contact with my staff. Your input and opinions are mo st welcome . 

A special word of congratulations to Jose Cano and Raul 

Yzaguirre (Ra-ool Ee-sah-gee-rea) for all they've accomplished in 

putting the National Hispanic Leadership Conterence together. 

Being a Californian, I've for a long while appreciated our 

country's rich Hispanic tradition. 

Back when I was Governor, I remember visiting the site of a 

natural disaster in the Santa Barbara area. Mudslides had been 

playing havoc with people's homes. I came to one place and there 

was an elderly American man of Hispanic descent standing knee 

deep in mud, the ruins of what once was his living room all 

around him. Even amid this great catastrophe he looked at me and 

in all sincerity said, "Mi casa es su casa." 

I never forgot that old man. It struck me that here was an 

individual, amidst all his trials, having just lost so many of 

the things he dearly loved, who still maintained his dignity and 

composure enough to offer me this most traditional of Hispanic 

greetings. This was a tribute to his own upbringing and values. 

So in remembering that insight into Hispanic character, let 

me extend to you that same greeting: welcome. Mi casa 
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es su casa. 

House. 

In the case of the White House, this really is your 

Americans ot Hispanic descent have every reason to be proud 

of the many contributions they have made and are making to our 

way of life. The strength of your basic values, even in the face 

of discrimination and hardship, is an inspiring story of dignity 

and courage. The current emergence of Americans ot Hispanic 

descent in business and government is proving that the American 

dream is alive and well, if we just give it a chance. 

Maximizing the opportunity available to all our citizens, 

through a strong and growing economy, has been priority number 

one of this Administration. 

Four years ago, talk about economic advancement and 

increasing opportunity was a cruel hoax. Economic stagnation and 

murderous inflation were destroying the dream of a better life 

for all Americans. A spirit- of pessimism totally inconsistent 

with the American character permeated the land. Even our leaders 

were throwing up their hands claiming we were in a malai se and 

that our problems were unsolvable. 

By getting control o f spending, by keeping people from being 

mauled by higher and higher taxes, by decreasing the regulatory 

burden, by bringing down inflation, we've set this country back 

on the road to real economic growth. We've broken the grip 

stagnation has had on our throats for the last 5 years. 

From the pit of pessimism, a stronger and more vital America 

is emerging. The Gross National Product was up 6 percent last 
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year. This year's first quarter growth rate of 7.2 percent 

suggests the recovery is coritinuing at a fast clip. 

In 1983, 4 million more people found jobs, bringing 

employment to its highest level in our history. The unemployment 

rate is declining faster than anyone predicted. In the Hispanic 

community, unemployment has dropped almost an entire percent just 

since the beginning of this year. 

Of all the job training and employment programs in the 

Department of Labor -- and there are many -- the top two are 

sponsored by Hispanic organizations. 

Ranking first in placement and cost ettectiveness is the 

American G.I. Forum's National Veteran's Outreach Program. 

Second only to the G.I. Forum is the well known SER -- jobs for 

progress program. Last year, we passed the Job Training 

Partnership Act to help those who need it the most to develop 

marketable skills. These two Hispanic organizations, both of 

which were helping people even before the legislation, have used 

this opportunity to do even more. I just want all of you to know 

that I am fully aware of this example of good citizenship and 

heartily applaud it. 

Of course, training would be useless, unless Jobs are 

available once the training is over. And 4 out of 5 new jobs are 

created by small business. Well, with the recovery gaining 

steam, 600,000 new businesses were incorporated list year. 

Americans of Hispanic descent already own some 

363,000 businesses, generating about $18 billion in sales per 



year. So the surge in small business stemming from this recovery 

is particularly significant to your community. 

We've turned the economy around and with it we've turned 

around the pessimism of 4 years ago. Social commentators are now 

talking about the future in glowing terms. John Naisbitt, tor 

example, futurist and author of "Megatrends," is saying that 

"1984 has arrived just in time to witness an e xplosion of 

bottom-up entreprenuerialisrn and the dawn of an era that may 

offer our best hope yet . " 

We have every reason for confidence, but our country does 

not exist in a vacuum. There is an external threat looming to 

our security 

Today, a faraway totalitarian power is committing enormous 

resources to changing the strategic balance of the world by 

turning Central America into a string ot anti-American, 

Soviet-style dictatorships. If we do not have the courage and 

political will to counter this power play, no one anywhere in the 

world will -- or should they -- trust us. This is a matter of 

the freedom of the people of Central America and the security of 

the United States. 

We have made an ambitious economic effort in that region 

with The Carribean Basin Initiative and an expanding aid program. 

But economic assistance, as much as some people on Capitol 

Hill would like to think otherwise, will not overcome the 

military threat. Nicaragua -- with the full support of its Cuban 

and Soviet allies is arming, supplying, and directing an 

insurgency operation in El Salvador. If they succeed it will set 
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the course for the rest o f Central America. The focus of our 

military assistance and other activities is aimed at countering 

this aggression. What we face is one of the major challenges to 

democracy in our time. 

It never ceases to amaze me how far from reality the debate 

on this issue seems to be. Too many in the Congress are playing 

political games and it is time to get serious. No longer can we 

accept the hypocrisy of those who claim to oppose Communist 

aggression , but throw every possible roadblock in the way to 

providing our friends the means of defending themselves. No 

longer can we accept the tortured logic of those who explode in 

righteous indignation, spotlighting even the small infractions of 

our friends, while ignoring the butchery and destruction of those 

who would force communist dictatorships down the throats of the 

people of Central America . If our efforts in the Second World 

War had been hampered by the same obstructionism now found in the 

Halls of Congress, the enemy would no doubt have triumphed. If 

Central America is lost, and our borders are threatened from the 

South, the American people will judge for themselves who is 

responsible. 

There is still time to avoid a crisis, but to do so we can 

not stand as a house divided against itself. We must recognize 

our common values. We must take a no-nonsense approach to 

protecting our vital interests. President Kennedy demonstrated 

this kind of determination when he said" ... I want it clearly 

understood that this government will not hesitate in meeting its 

primary obligations which are to the security of our Nation." 
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We Americans carry a heavy burden. Free people everywhere 

look to us. If freedom is to survive much depends on what we do, 

on our courage and on our strength of character. This, of 

course, is not new. 

A few weeks ago, I was honored to meet in the Oval Oftice 

with 11_ American heroes, Medal of Honor winners who represent 

the best of our country. It was a privilege to be in the i r 

company. More than any others I've met he re in t h e Wh ite House, 

I felt that this was, indeed, their House. They paid for it with 

their courage and service above and beyond the call of duty. 

Their valor kept this country free and I was truly awed by them. 

It just so happens that these American heroes, each proudly 

wearing his Medal of Honor around his neck, were all Americans of 

Hispanic descent. Yes, we are all Americans. Together, united 

in purpose, we can meet the challenges to our liberty. Together 

we can make certain that America fulfills its historic 

responsibilities and remains the land of opportunity and freedom 

God intended it to be. 

I thank you for being here today. 

con dios. 

God bless you and vayan 
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Buenas tardes. Welcome to the White House. I am delighted 

to have had this chance to break bread with you . Some of us met 

last year at a roundtable discussion in El Paso. It's good to 

see you again. As I said then, I encourage you to keep in direct 

contact with my staff . Your input and opinions are most welcome. 

A special word of congratulations to Jose Cano and Raul 

Yzaguirre (Ra-ool Ee-sah-gee-rea) for all they've accomplished in 

putting the National Hispanic Leadership Conterence together. 

Being a Californian, I've for a long while appreciated our 

country's rich Hispanic tradition. 

Back when I was Governor, I remember visiting the site of a 

natural disaster in the Santa Barbara area. Mudslides had been 

playing havoc with people's homes. I came to one place and there 

was an elderly American man of Hispanic descent standing knee 

deep in mud, the ruins of what once was his living room all 

around him. Even amid this great catastrophe he looked at me and 

in all sincerity said, "Mi casa es su casa." 

I never forgot that old man. It struck me that here was an 

individual, amidst all his trials, having just lost so many of 

the things he dearly loved, who still maintained his dignity and 

composure enough to offer me this most traditional of Hispanic 

greetings. This was a tribute to his own upbringing and values. 

So in remembering that insight into Hispanic character, let 

me extend to you that same greeting: welcome. Mi casa 
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es su casa. In the case of the White House, this really is your 

House . 

Americans ot Hispanic descent have every reason to be proud 

of the many contributions they have made and are making to our 

way of life. The strength of your basic values, even in the face 

of discrimination and hardship, is an inspiring story of dig_nity 

and courage. The current emergence of Americans ot Hispanic 

descent in business and government is proving that the American 

dream is alive and well, if we just give it a chance. 

Maximizing the opportunity available to all our citizens, 

through a strong and growing economy, has been priority number 

one of this Administration. 

Four years ago, talk about economic advancement and 

increasing opportunity was a cruel hoax. Economic stagnation and 

murderous inflation were destroying the dream of a better life 

for all Americans. A spirit of pessimism totally inconsistent 

with the American character permeated the land. Even our leaders 

were throwing up their hands claiming we were in a malaise and 

that our problems were unsolvable. 

By getting control of spending, by keeping people from being 

mauled by higher and higher taxes, by decreasing the regulatory 

burden, by bringing down inflation, we've set this country back 

on the road to real economic growth. We've broken the grip 

stagnation has had on our throats for the last 5 years. 

From the pit of pessimism, a stronger and more vital America 

is emerging. The Gross National Product was up 6 percent last 
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year. This year's first quarter growth rate of 7.2 percent 

suggests the recovery is continuing at a fast clip. 

In 1983, 4 million more people found jobs, bringing 

employment to its highest level in our history. The unemployment 

rate is declining faster than anyone predicted. In the Hispanic 

community, unemployment has dropped almost an entire percent just 

since the beginning of this year. 

Of all the job training and employment programs in the 

Department of Labor -- and there are many -- the top two are 

sponsored by Hispanic organizations. 

Ranking first in placement and cost ettectiveness is the 

American G.I. Forum's National Veteran's Outreach Program. 

Second only to the G. I . Forum is the well known SER -- jobs for 

progress program. Last year, we passed the Job Training 

Partnership Act to help those who need it the most to develop 

marketable skills. These two Hispanic organizations, both of 

which were helping people even before the legislation, have used 

this opportunity to do even more. I just want all of you to know 

that I am fully aware of this example of good citizenship and 

heartily applaud it. 

Of course, training would be useless, unless Jobs are 

available once the training is over . And 4 out of 5 new jobs are 

created by small business. Well, with the recovery gaining 

steam, 600 , 000 new businesses were incorporated last year . 

Americans of Hispanic descent already own some 

363,000 businesses, generating about $18 billion in sales per 



Page 4 

year. So the surge in small business stemming from this recovery 

is particularly significant to your community. 

We've turned the economy around and with it we've turned 

around the pessimism of 4 years ago. Social commentators are now 

talking about the future in glowing terms. John Naisbitt, tor 

example, futurist and author of "Megatrends," is saying that 

"1984 has arrived just in time to witness an explosion of 

bottom-up entreprenuerialism and the dawn of an era that may 

offer our best hope yet . " 

We have every reason for confidence, but our country does 

not exist in a vacuum. There is an external threat looming to 

our security 

Today, a faraway totalitarian power is committing enormous 

resources to changing the strategic balance of the world by 

turning Central America into a string ot anti-American, 

Soviet-style dictatorships. If we do not have tpe courage and 

political will to counter this power play, no one anywhere in the 

world will -- or should they -- trust us. This is a matter of 

the freedom of the people of Central America and the security of 

the United States. 

We have made an ambitious economic effort in that region 

with The Carribean Basin Initiative and an expanding aid program. 

But economic assistance, as much as some people on Capitol 

Hill would like to think otherwise, will not overcome the 

military threat. Nicaragua -- with the full support of its Cuban 

and Soviet allies is arming, supplying, and directing an 

insurgency operation in El Salvador. If they succeed it will set 
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the course for the rest of Central America. The focus of our 

military assistance and other activities is aimed at countering 

this aggression. What we face is one of the major challenges to 

democracy in our time. 

It never ceases to amaze me how far from reality the debate 

on this issue seems to be. Too many in the Congress are playing 

political games and it is time to get serious. No longer can we 

accept the hypocrisy of those who claim to oppose Communist 

aggression, but throw every possible roadblock in the way to 

providing our friends the means of defending themselves. No 

longer can we accept the tortured logic of those who explode in 

righteous indignation, spotlighting even the small infractions of 

our friends, while ignoring the butchery and destruction of those 

who would force communist dictatorships down the throats of the 

people of Central America. If our efforts in the Second World 

War had been hampered by the same obstructionism now found in the 

Halls of Congress, the enemy would no doubt have triumphed. If 

Central America is lost, and our borders are threatened from the 

South, the American people will judge for themselves who is 

responsible. 

There is still time to avoid a crisis, but to do so we can 

not stand as a house divided against itself. We must recognize 

our common values. We must take a no-nonsense approach to 

protecting our vital interests. President Kennedy demonstrated 

this kind of determination when he said" ... I want it clearly 

understood that this government will not hesitate in meeting its 

primary obligations which are to the security of our Nation." 
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We Americans carry a heavy burden. Free people everywhere 

look to us. If freedom is to survive much depends on what we do, 

on our courage and on our strength of character. This, of 

course, is not new. 

A few weeks ago, I was honored to meet in the Oval Oftice 

with jJ_ American heroes, Medal of Honor winners who represent 

the best of our country. It was a privilege to be in their 

company . More than any others I've met here in the White House, 

I felt that this was, indeed, their House . They paid for it with 

their courage and service above and beyond the call of duty . 

Their valor kept this country free and I was truly awed by them. 

It just so happens that these American heroes, each proudly 

wearing his Medal of Honor around his neck, were all Americans of 

Hispanic descent. Yes, we are all Americans . Together, united 

in purpose, we can meet the challenges to our liberty. Together 

we can make certain that America fulfills its historic 

responsibilities and remains the land of opportunity and freedom 

God intended it to be. 

I thank you for being here today . God bless you and vayan 

con dios . 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS : HISPANIC COALITION LEADERSHIP LUNCHEON 
TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 1984 

Buenas tardes. Welcome to the White House . I am delighted 

to have had this chance to break bread with you. Some of us met 

last year at a roundtable discussion in El Paso. It's good to 

see you again . As I said then , I encourage you t o keep in direct 

contact with my staff. Your input and opinions are most welcome . 

A special word of congratulations to Jose Cano and Raul 

Yzaguirre (Ra-ool Ee-sah-gee-rea) for all they've accomplished in 

putting the National Hispanic Leadership Conterence together. ~ 

the last few years, your community has stepped into center 

as a nation~'f~..e;litical a~d _cul!~~ al f o rce and you all are 

playing-an important role in that process. 

Being a Californian, I ' ve tor a long while appreciated our 

country's rich Hispanic tradition . 

Back when I was Governor, I remember visiting the site of a 

natural disaster in the Santa Barbara area. Mudslides had been 

playing havoc with people's homes . I came to one place and there 

was an elderly American man of Hispanic descent standing knee 

deep in mud, the ruins of what once was his living room all 

around him. Even amid this great catastrophe he looked at me and 

in all sincerity said, "Mi casa es su casa." 

I never forgot that old man. It struck me that here was an 

individual, amidst all his trials, having just lost so many of 

the things he dearly loved , who still maintained his dignity and 
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composure enough to offer me this most traditional of Hispanic 

greetings. This was a tribute to his own upbringing and values. 

So in remembering that insight into Hispanic character, let 

me extend to you that same greeting: welcome. Mi casa 

es su casa. In the case of the White House, this really is your 

House . 

Americans of Hispanic descent have every reason to be proud 

of the many contributions they have made and are making to our 

way ot life. The strength of your basic values, even in the face 

of discrimination and hardship, is an inspiring story of dignity 

and courage. The current emergence of Americans of Hispanic 

descent in business and government is proving that the American 

dream is alive and well , if we just give it a chance . 

Maximizing the opportunity available to all our citizens, 

through a strong and growing economy, has been priority number 

one of this Administration. 

Four years ago, talk about economic advancement and 

increasing opportunity was a cruel hoax. Economic stagnation and 

murderous inflation were destroying the dream of a better life 

for all Americans. 

A spirit of pessimism totally inconsistent with the American 

character permeated the land . Even our leaders were throwing up 

their hands claiming we were in a malaise and that our problems 

were unsolvable. 

By getting control of spending, by keeping people from being 

mauled by higher and higher taxes, by decreasing the regulatory 

burden, by bringing down inflation, we've set this country back 
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on the road to real economic growth. We've broken the grip 

stagnation has had on our throats for the last 5 years. 

From the pit of pessimism, a stronger and more vital America 

is emerging. The Gross National Product was up 6 percent last 

year. This year's first quarter growth rate of 7.2 percent 

suggests the recovery is continuing at a fast clip. 

In 1983, 4 million more people found jobs, bringing 

employment to its highest level in our history. The unemployment 

rate is declining faster than anyone predicted. In the Hispanic 

community, unemployment has dropped almost an entire percent just 

since the beginning of this year . 

'Phe Hispanic co11a11anity -e ;;u:i. :be protl'ti that a( all the job 

training and employment programs in the Department of Labor 

and there are many -- the top two are sponsored by Hispanic 

organizations. 

Ranking first in placement and cost effectiveness is the 

American G.I. Forum's National Veteran's Outreach Program. 

Second only to the G.I. Forum is the well known SER -- jobs for 

progress program. Last year, we passed the Job Training 

Partnership Act to help those who need it the most to develop 

marketable skills. These two Hispanic organizations, both of 

which were helping people even before the legislation, have used 

this opportunity to do even more. I just want all of you to know 

that I am ful l y aware of this example of good citizenship and 

heartily applaud it. 

Of course, training would be useless, unless jobs are 

available once the training is over. And 4 out of 5 new jobs are 
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created by small business. Well, with the recovery gaining 

steam, 600,000 new businesses were incorporated last year. 

Americans of Hispanic descent already own some 

363,000 businesses, generating about $18 billion in sales per 

year. So the surge in small business stemming from this recovery 

is particularly significant to your community. 

We've turned the economy around and with it we've turned 

around the pessimism of 4 years ago. Social commentators are now 

talking about the future in glowing terms. John Naisbitt, for 

example, futurist and author of "Megatrends," is saying that 

"1984 has arrived just in time to witness an explosion ot 

bottom-up entreprenuerialism and the dawn of an era that may 

offer our best hope yet . II 

We have every reason for contidence, but our country does 

not exist in a vacuum. There is an external threat looming to 

our securi t y 

Today, a faraway totalitarian power is committing enormous 

resources to changing the strategic balance of the world by 

turning Central America into a string of anti-American, 

Soviet-style dictatorships. If we do not have the courage and 

political will to counter this power play, no one anywhere in the 

world will -- or should they -- trust us. This is a matter of 

the freedom ot the people of Central America and the security of 

the United States. 

We have made an ambitious economic effort in that region 

with The Carribean Basin Initiative and an expanding aid program. 
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But economic assistance, as much as some people on Capitol 

Hill would like to think otherwise, will not overcome the 

military threat. Nicaragua -- with the full support of its Cuban 

and Soviet allies is arming, supplying, and directing an 

insurgency operation in El Salvador. If they succeed it will set 

the course for the rest of Central America. The focus of our 

military assistance and other activities is aimed at countering 

this 

ceases to amaze me how far from reality the d ebate 

issue seems to b 

f the major challenges to democrac 

time. Too many in the Congress are playing political games 

and it is time to get serious. No longer can we accept the 

hypocrisy of those who claim to oppose Communist aggression, but 

throw every possible roadblock in the way to providing our 

friends the means of defending themselves. No longer can we 

accept the tortured logic of those who explode in righteous 

indignation, spotlighting even the small infractions of our 

friends, while ignoring the butchery and destruction of those who 

would force communist dictatorships down the throats of the 

people o f Central America. It our efforts in the Second World 

War had been hampered by the same obstructionism now found in the 

Halls of Congress, the enemy would no doubt have triumphed. If 

Central America is lost, and our borders are threatened from the 

South, the American people will judge for themselves who is 

responsible. 
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There is still time to avoid a crisis, but to do so we can 

not stand as a house divided against itself. We must recognize 

our common values . We must take a no-nonsense approach to 

protecting our vital interests . President Kennedy demonstrated 

this kind of determination when he said" . .. I want it clearly 

understood that this government will not hesitate in meeting its 

primary obligations which are to the security of our Nation." 

We Americans carry a heavy burden. Free people everywhere 

look to us . If freedom is to survive much depends on what we do, 

on our courage and on our strength of character. This, of 

course, is not new. 

A few weeks ago , I was honored to meet in the Oval Office 

with American heroes , Medal of Honor winners who represent 

the best of our country. It was a privilege to be in their 

company . More than any others I've met here in the White House, 

I felt that this was , indeed, their House . They paid for it with 

their courage and service above and beyond the call of duty . 

Their valor kept this country tree and I was truly awed by them . 

It just so happens that these American heroes, each proudly 

wearing his Medal of Honor around his neck, were all Americans of 

Hispanic descent. Yes, we are all Americans. Together, united 

in purpose, we can meet the challenges to our liberty. Together 

we can make certain that America fulfills its historic 

responsibilities and remains the land of opportunity and freedom 

God intended it to be. 

I thank you for being here today. God bless you and vayan 

con dios. 



(Rohrabacher) 
April 16, 1984 
9:30 a.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HISPANIC COALITION LEADERSHIP LUNCHEON 
TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 1984 

Buenas tardes. Welcome to the White House. 

to have had this chance to break bread with you. 

last year at a roundtable discussion in El Paso. 

I am delighted 

Some of us met 

It's good to 

see you again. As I said then, I encourage y ou to keep in direct 

contact with my staff . Your input and opinions are most welcome. 

A special word of congratulations to Jose Cano and Raul 

Yzaguirre (Ra-ool Ee-sah-gee-rea) for all they've accomplished in 

putting the National Hispanic Leadership Conference together . In 

the last tew years, your community has stepped into center stage 

as a national political and cultural torce and you all are 

playing an important role in that process. 

Being a Californian, I've for a long while appreciated our 

country's rich Hispanic tradition . 

Back when I was Governor, I remember visiting the site of a 

natural disaster in the Santa Barbara area. Mudslides had been 

playing havoc with people's homes. I came to one place and there 

was an elderly American man of Hispanic descent standing knee 

deep in mud, the ruins of what once was his living room all 

around him. Even amid this great catastrophe he looked at me and 

in all sincerity said, "Mi Casa es su casa." 

I never forgot that old man. It struck me that here was ~n 

individual, amidst all his trials, having just lost so many of 

the things he dearly loved, who still maintained his dignity and 
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composure enough to offer me this most traditional of Hispanic 

greetings. This was a tribute to his own upbringing and values. 

So in remembering that insight into Hispanic character, let 

me extend to you that same greeting: welcome. Mi casa 

es su casa. In the case of the White House, this really is your 

House. 

is one of the few executive mansions in 

is op n to its citizens; tens of thousands of them, of every 

complexio and ethnic background, troop through is House each 

year. I see hem here and it reconfirms me something so 

fundamental about 

We Americans haven lture, no one race or religion, 

that binds us together. , we revresent a conglomerate ot 

people, good and dee t people, trom 11 over the world who came 

here to lives and the lives o their families, and 

to live t ether in freedom. · It is our cornmi tment to freedom 

that binds us as a Nation. 

Americans ot Hispanic descent have every reason to be proud 

of the many contributions they have made and are making to our 

way of life. The strength of your basic values, even in the face 

of discrimination and hardship, is an inspiring story of dignity 

and courage. The current emergence of Americans ot Hispanic 

descent in business and government is proving that the American 

dream is alive and well, if we just give it a chance. 

a litany of 

their mark. All ~ w people 

of Hispanic 

have made 

Barreto 

I 
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(C aye-toe) who came here 25 years ago. As 

dug potatoes for From those 

humble beginnin , he built ccessful businesses and 

eventually became the the Hispanic Chamber of 

Commerce, 

succeed in the world of small 

Maximizing the opportunity available to all our citizens, 

through a strong and growing economy, has been priority number 

one of this Administration. 

Four years ago, talk about economic advancement and 

increasing opportunity was a cruel hoax. Economic stagnation and 

murderous inflation were destroying the dream of a better life ----
tor all Americans . p ur senior citizens helplessly watched as the 

---- --------- _/ /~ value of thei savings eroded. Poor and middle 

\ people saw their re wages and their begin to 
\ 

\ shrink. 
'--- ~~--------__;,~----;;'?""--------- - ---

(

~ I know there 

today, but let us agree that 

were. The policies oft 

represented here 

not have gone on the way we 

took us to the 

edge of economic Inflation had running at 
-------,.L....--

double-digit lev s for 2 years straight. Lo -range investment 

and plannin were useless. Capital was flowing 1 to 

non-pro uctive inflation hedges, instead of job-creating 

A spirit of pessimism totally inconsistent with the 

American character permeated the land. Even our leaders were 
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throwing up their hands claiming we were in a malaise and that 

our problems were unsolvable. 

Let me note something I've learned here in -;-- It 

akes a while then a 

while longer fort ~ Thus the economy, 

during the~ years of ,..,..,,....,,.,._. the 
/ 

taxing and spending policies of the prior administration. 

By getting control of spending, by keeping people from being 

mauled by higher and higher taxes, by decreasing the regulatory 

burden, by bringing down inflation, we've set this country back 

on the road to real economic growth. We've broken the grip 

stagnation has had on our throats for the last 5 years. 

From the pit of pessimism, a stronger and more vital America 

is emerging. The Gross National Product was up b percent last 

year. This year's first quarter growth rate ot ·1. 2 percent 

suggests the recovery is continuing at a fast clip. Compare ta 

falling e-a-r.s~e to ice, productivity was up 
--~---------- ---3. 2 percent l ~ - - -Putting us on the roaa~ - a-&-~:_~~ ~~ 

tomorrow, yenture capital, which rose only $1 billion in 1980, 

shot up ~ 1-1-:i-G-n--1-a-s-t~ r. ___ __.-:--- --------
In 1983, 4 million more people found jobs, bringing 

employment to its highest level in our history. The unemployment 

rate is declining faster than anyone predicted. In the Hispanic 

community, unemployment has dropped almost an entire percent just 

since the beginning ot this year. 



Page 5 

Unemp loyment is a p a inful curse for tar too many Amer icans. 

we didn'~ mporary make-work jobs were ~ swer. Our 

program was des.igned'--to attack the r .et causes of stagnation so 

that once it had a chance t - ork, ::r pro_g_r_a_m_ wou~ / 

S:::--<::::::::::-,~e~e /\,<::::,,,. \ 

Hi spanic community can be proud that of all t he j ob 

training and employment programs in the Department of Labor 

and there are many -- the top two are sponsore d by Hispanic 

organizations. 

Ranking first in placement and cost effectiveness is the 

American G.I. Forum's National Veteran's Outreach Program. 

Second only to the G.I. Forum is the well known SER -- jobs for 

progress program . Last year, we passed the Job Training 

Partnership Act to help those who need it the most to develop 

marketable skills. These two Hispanic organizations, both of 

which were helping people even before the legislation, have used 

this opportunity to do even more. I just want all of you to know 

that I am f ully aware of this example of good citizenship and 

heartly applaud it. 

Of course, training would be useless, unless jobs are 

available once the training is over. And 4 out of 5 new jobs are 

created by small business. Well, with the recovery gaining 

steam, 600,000 new businesses were incorporated last year. 

Americans of Hispanic descent already own some 

363,000 businesses, generating about $18 billion in sales per 

I 
I 
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year. So the surge in small business st emming from this recovery 

is particularly significant to your community. 

We've turned the economy around and with it we've turned 

around the pessimism of 4 years ago. Social commentators are now 

talking about the future in glowing terms. John Naisbitt, for 

example, futurist and author of "Megatrends," is saying that 

"1984 has arrived just in time to witness an explosion of 

bottom-up entreprenuerialism and the dawn of an era that may 

offer our best hope yet . II 

We have every reason for confidence, but our country does 

not exist in a vacuum. There is an external threat looming to 

ttri-s our security 1th which we must comet or our 

Today, a far away totalitarian power is committing enormous 

resources to changing the strategic balance of the world by 

turning Central America into a string of anti-American, Soviet 

style dictatorships. T e evidence of this )is ~ elming. _The 

Soviet Unio has shippe massiv amounts o tyd'litaryl~ ~ 

into this If we do not have the courage an political 

will to coun er this power play, no one anywhere 1n the world 

will or should they -- trust us. This is a matter of the 

freedom of the people of Central America and the security of the 

United States. 
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inent bipartisan 

thoroughly 

commission studied the situation 

the unanirn6us ~~a jor with 

threat exists 

fellow Americans w 

-~ urselves to helping our 

now under sieg;-;itn-e-00 

military a 

region We have made an ambitious econom·c ~ ffort in 

~ Carribean Basin Init· 

opportunitie and 

ms w±i±-

But economic assistance, as much as some people on Capitol 

Hill would like to think otherwise, will, not ove~come t n e 
- ~ :-n, ,-..__,_ .C..,11 s,-,.v,"- ,~ , -Ir (-(I>--~ ~o.,'-C,.f ~ {,'<.C ~· .-,> 

military threat. NicaraguYi"s arming, supplying, and directing 

an insurgency operation in El Salvador. If Jc~ J~h~ 
Sancl a nis ta s wb o ' ve-c sl a b li stred a di c t atorsh ip in tlte4 r own 

country -- and their Cuban oviet s onsors s eed in 

overthrowing the governmen t of EJ g a lva-do-r' , it will set the 

course for the rest of Central America. The focus of our 

military assistance and other activities is aimed at countering 

this aggression. 

It never ceases to amaze me how far from reality the debate 

on this issue seems to be. El Salva o, 

1ng havoc and destruction trying to over row a government 

stablish a de ocratic society are pictur ~ as 

The Co ras in Nicaragu -- the vast majority 

of and for the most ees from 

Sandanista repress·on are pictured as a gang of Somoza thugs. 
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What we face is one of the major challenges to democracy in 

our time. Too many in the Congress are playing political games 

and it is time to get serious. No longer can we accept the 

hypocrisy of those who claim to oppose Communist aggression, but 

throw every possible roadblock in the way to providing our 

friends the means of defending themselves. No longer can we 

accept the tortured log ic of those who explode in righteous 

indignation, spotlighting even the small infractions of our 

friends, while ignoring the butchery and destruction of those who 

would force communist dictatorships down the throats of the 

people of Central America . It our efforts in the Second World 
I 

War had been hampered by the same obstructionism now found i d the 

Halls of Congress, the enemy. would no doubt have triumphed. I f 

Central America is lost, and our borders are threatened from the 

South, the American people will judge for themselves who is 

responsible. 

There is still time to avoid a crisis, but to do so we can 

not stand as a house divided against itself. We must recognize 

our common values. We must take a no-nonsense approach to 

protecting our vital interests. President Kennedy demonstrated 

this kind of determinati on when he said" .. . I want it clearly 

understood that this government will not hesitate in meeting its 

primary obligations which are to the security of our Nation." 

We Americans carry a heavy burden. Free people everywhere 

look to us. If freedom is to survive much depends on what we do, 
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on our courage and on our strength of character. This, of 

course, is not new. 

A tew weeks ago, I was honored to meet in the Oval Office 

with American Heroes, Medal of Honor winners who represent 

the best of our country. It was a privilege to be in their 

company. More than any others I've met here in the White House, 

I felt that this was, indeed, their House. They paid for it with 

their courage and service above and beyond the call of duty. 

Their valor kept this country free and I was truly awed by them. 

It just so happens that these American heroes, each proudly 

waring his Medal of Honor around his neck, were all Americans of 

Hispanic descent. Yes, we are all Americans. Together, united 

in purpose, we can meet the challenges to our liberty. Together 

we can make certain that America fulfills its historic 

responsibilities and remains the land of opportunity and freedom 

God intended it to be. 

I thank you for being here today. God bless you and vayan 

con dios. 


