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with an information copy to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

David L. Chew
Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DROPBY AT CONFERENCE ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY
TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 1985

Thank you very much.

I am deeply honored to ;ddress this conference. I know that
a good many of you have come a long way to be here today, and I
know you have given greatly of your time, energy and concern.

And I can only hope, as you do, that those now suffering around
the world for their beliefs will draw renewed courage from your
work.

The history of religion and its impact on civilization
cannot be summarized in a few days, never mind minutes. But one
of the great shared characteristics 9f all religions is the
distinction they draw between the temporal world and the
spiritual world. All religions, in effect, echo the words of the
gospel of St. Matthew: "Render therefore unto Caesar the things
which are Caesar®s, and unto God the things which are God's."
What this injunction teaches us is that the individual cannot be
gntirely subordinate to the state, that there exists a whole
other realm, an almost mysterious realm of individual.thought and
action which is sacred, and which is totally beyond and outside
of state control.

This idea has been central to the development of human
rights. Only in an intellectual climate which distinguishes
between the City of God and the City of Man -- and which

explicitly affirms the independence of God's realm, and forbids

any infringement by the state on its prerogatives -- only in such
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a climate could the idea of individual human rights take root,
grow, and eventually flourish.

We see this climate in all democracies, and in our own
political tradition. The founders of our republic rooted their
democratic commitment in the belief that all men "are endowed by
their Creator with certain inalienable rights."” And so they
created a system of government whose avowed purpose was -- and

is -- the protection of those God-given rights.

But, as all of you know only too well, there aré many
political regimes today that coﬁpletely reject the notion that a
man or a woman can have a greater loyalty to God than to the
state. Marx's central insight, when he was creating his
political system, was that religious belief would subvert his
intentions. - Under Marxism, the ruling party was to.claim for
itself the attributes which religious faith ascribes to God
alone. Under Marxism, the state was to be the final arbiter of
truth, justice, and morality. And so Marx declared religion an
enemy of the people -- a drug, an opiate of the masses. And
Lenin said, "Religion and communism are incompatible in theory as
well as in practice . . . We must fight religion."”

All of this illustrates a truth that I believe must be
re-understood: atheism is not an incidental element of
communism, not just part of the package -- it is the package.

In countries which have fallen under communist rule, it is
often the church which forms the most powerful barrier against a

completely totalitarian system. And so, totalitarian regimes
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always seek either to destroy the church or, when that is
impossible, to subvert it.

For the former, we have the Soviet Union, where the church
was immediately attacked by the communist revolution. This was
not done without considerable craftiness. The Soviets, bowing to
Western "squeemishness" about the denial of liberties, often
characterized their actions as merely defensive.

In 1945, Josef Stalin met with Harry Hopkins, who had been
sent by Harry Truman to discuss various East/West problems. 1In
the middle of a talk about politics, Stalin interjected the
following: In 1917, he said, the Russién communist party had
proclaimed the right of religious freedom as part of their
political program. But, he said, the churches of Russia had
declared the Soviet government anathema, and had called on church
members to resist the call of the Red Army. Now what could we
do, said Stalin, but declare war on the church. He assured
Hopkins, however, that World War Two had ended the church-state.
antagonism and now freedom of religion could be granted to the
church.

Well, this, as you know, goes under the heading "The Big
Lie." But it was told in a typically plaintive and put-upon
manner, as if there was just no choice; try as we could to reason
with those cruel and powerful priests, they just wouldn't stop
attacking us and. so we had to close their churches.

Well, history has taught us that you can bulldoze a church
but you can't extinguish all that is good in every human heart.

And so, in spite of the dangers involved there are Christians
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throughout the communist world, and Muslims, and Jews, who
continue to practice their faith. Some of them have been
imprisoned for their courage.

There is the late Valery Marchenko,_who died in a Soviet
prison hospital a few short months ago. He was 37 years old, a
scholar and a Christian whb, at his most recent trial, said that
all of his life he had tried to "serve goodness" which he
considered to be his "Christian duty." There is Father
Gleb Yakunin, who was recently sent to Siberia for 5 years of
internal exile. He is another prisoner of faith. And
Vladislav Rakay, recently jailéd for helping to distribute bibles
in Czechoslovakia. These are only a few of many.

Dr. Ernest Gordon, the President of an organization named
CREED -~ Christian Rescue Effort for the Emancipation of
Dissidents -- noted that on a recent trip to Eastern Europe, he
spoke with a priest who had spent 10 years in prison. The priest
asked him to deliver a message to the West: there is a war going
on; it is not nuclear but spiriéual. The fallout of the
atheistic explosion is everywhere. But Dr. Gordon added,
"Although the fallout may be everywhere, we are reminded that God
too is everywhere gnd not even tyrannies can keep him out."

We in the United States have protested this terrible abuse
of people who are nothing less than heroes of the century. Most
recently, when Congrgssional leaders met in Moscow with Premier
Gorbachev, House Minority leader Bob Michel brought along a list
of Baltic and Ukrainian prisoners of conscience. And the Council

on Soviet Jewry was magnificent in making sure that the
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congressional delegation did not leave without extensive data on
persecuted Jews in the Soviet Union.

Religious persecution, of course, is not confined to Europe.
We see it in Iran, whose leaders have declared virtual war on the
Bahais. We see it in Afghanistan, where the Soviets have moved
against the Mujahadeen.' And we see a variation on how to abuse
religious freedom in the Sandinista regime of Nicaragua.

In Nicaragua, the Sandinista regime is faced with a
politically active church that -- although it supported the
revolution -- is now considered a major obstacle to complete
totalitarian control. And so the Sandinistas are actively
attempting to discredit and split the church hierarchy. One area
to be watched, by the way: the Sandinistas, like all communist
regimes, are injecting their ideology into the educational system
and have begun widespread literacy campaigns to indoctrinate
children and adults. But the Catholic Church is fighting to
maintain autonomy and keep this indoctrination out of church-run

schools.

This has not been resolved. Cuba solved the problem by
closing all private schools, including religious schools. So did
Ethiopia.

The general state of religious liberty in Nicaragua is
suggested by testimony from various sources, including refugees.
We recently learned of a pastor of the Evangelical Church in a
Nicaraguan town who told the Freedom Fighters that the
Sandinistas had threatened to send the 3,000 members of his

church to relocation camps. The pastor and his church members
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are now hiding out in caves and temporary settlements in the
countryside.

May I interject here that stories like this are the reason
we are asking Congress for aid to help the Freedom Fighters, and
to help the victims of the Sandinista regime.

The Sandinistas also harassed Jews. Two Nicaraguan
refugees, Sarita and Oscar Kellerman, have told of the
firebombing of their synagogue by the Sandinistas -- and how they
wrote on the synagogue and the Kellerman's home the words,

"Jews == Out of Nicaragqua."

When I think of Nicaragua these days, it occurs to me anew
that you can judge any new government, any new regime, by whether
or not it allows religion to flourish. If it doesn't, you can be
sure it is an enemy of mankind -- for it is attempting to ban
what is most beautiful in the human heart.

But we must not feel despair, because it is not appropriate
to the times. We are living in a dramatic age. Throughout the
world, the machinery of the state is being used as never before
against religious freedom -- but at the same time, throughout the
world, new groups of believers keep springing up. Points of
light flash out in the darkness, and God is honored once again.
Perhaps this is the greatest irony of the communist experiment:
the very pressure they apply seems to create the force, friction,
and heat that allow deep belief to once again burst into flame.

f believe that the most essential elemept of our defense of
freedom is our insistence on speaking out for the cause of

religious liberty. I would like to see this country rededicate
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itself wholeheartedly to this cause. I join you in your desire
that the Protestant churches of America, the Catholic Church, and
the Jewish organizations remember the members of their flock who
are in prison or in jeopardy in other countries.

We are our brothers' keepers, all of us. And I hope the
message will go forth, from this conference to prisoners of'
conscience throughout the world: "Take heart, you have not been
forgotten. We, your brothers and sisters in God, have made your
cause ouf cause, and we vow never to relent until you have
regained the freedom that is your birthright as.a child of God."

Thank you. God bless all of you.
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Thank you very much.

I am deeply honored to address this conference. I know that
a good many of you have come a long way to be here today, and I
know you have given greatly of your time, energy and concern.

And I can only hope, as you do, that those now suffering around
the world for their beliefs will draw renewed courage from your
work.

The history of religion and its impact on civilization
cannot be summarized in a few days, never mind minutes. But one
of the great shared characteristics of all religions is the
distinction they draw between the temporal world and the
spiritual world. All religions, in effect, echo the words of the
gospel of St. Matthew: "Render therefore unto Caesar the things
which are Caesar's, and unto God the things which are God's."
What this injunction teaches us is that the individual cannot be
entirély subordinate to the state, that there exists a whole
other realm, an almost mysterious realm of individual thought and
action which is sacred, and which is totally beyond and outside
of state control.

This idea has been central to the development of human
rights. Only in an intellectual climate which distinguishes
between the City of God and the City of Man -- and which
explicitly affirms the independence of God's realm, and forbids

any infringement by the state on its prerogatives -- only in such
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a climate could the idea of individual human rights take root,
grow, and eventually flourish.

We see this climate in all democracies, and in our own
political tradition. The founders of our republic rooted their
democratic commitment in the belief that all men "are endowed by
their Creator with certain inalienable rights." And so they
created a system of government whose avowed purpose was -- and

is -- the protection of those God-given rights.

But, as all of you know only too well, there are many
political regimes today that completely reject the notion that a
man or a woman can have a greater loyalty to God than to the
state. Marx's central insight, when he was creating his
political system, was that religious belief would subvert his
intentions. Undér Marxism, the ruling party was to claim for
itself the attributes which religious faith ascribes to God
alone. Under Marxism, the state was to be the final arbiter of
truth, justice, and morality. And so Marx declared religion an
enemy of the people -- a drug, an opiate of the masses. And
Lenin said, "Religion and communism are incompatible in theory as
well as in practice . . . We must fight religion."

All of this illustrates a truth that I believe must be
re-understood: atheism is not an incidental element of
communism, not just part of the package -- it is the package.

In countries which have fallen under communist rule, it is
often the church which forms the most powerful barrier against a

completely totalitarian system. And so, totalitarian regimes
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always seek either to destroy the church 6r, when that is
impossible, to subvert it.

For the former, we have the Soviet Union, where the church
was immediately attacked by the communist revolution. This was
not done without considerable craftiness. The Soviets, bowing to
Western "squeemishness" about the denial of liberties, often
characterized their actions as merely defensive.

In 1945, Josef Stalin met with Harry Hopkins, who had been
sent by Harry Truman to discuss various East/West problems. In
the middle of a talk about politics, Stalin interjected the
following: In 1917, he said, the Russian communist party had
proclaimed the right of religious freedom as part of their
political program. But, he said, the churches of Russia had
declared the Soviet government anathema, and had called on church
members to resist the call of the Red Army. Now what could we
do, said Stalin, but declare war on the church. He assured
Hopkins, however, that World War Two had ended the church-state
antagonism and now freedom of religion could be granted to the
church.

Well, this, as you know, goes under the heading "The Big
Lie." But it was told in a typically plaintive and put-upon
manner, as if there was just no choice; try as we could to reason
with those cruel and powerful priests, they just wouldn't stop
attacking us and so we had to close their churches.

Well, history has taught us that you can bulldoze a church
but you can't extinguish all that is good in every human heart.

And so, in spite of the dangers involved there are Christians
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throughout the communist world, and Muslims, and Jews, who
continue to practice their faith. Some of them have been
imprisoned for their courage.

There is the late Valery Marchenko, who died in a Soviet
prison hospital a few short months ago. He was 37 years old, a
scholar and a Christian who, at his most recent trial, said that
all of his life he had tried to "serve goodness" which he
considered to be his "Christian duty." There is Father
Gleb Yakunin, who was recently sent to Siberia for 5 years of
internal exile. He is another prisoner of faith. And
Vladislav Rakay, recently jailed for helping to distribute bibles
in Czechoslovakia. These are only a few of many.

Dr. Ernest Gordon, the President of an organization named
CREED —- Christian Rescue Effort for the Emancipation of
Dissidents -- noted that on a recent trip to Eastern Europe, he
spoke with a priest who had spent 10 years in prison. The priest
asked him to deliver a message to the West: there is a war going
on; it is not nuclear but spiritual. The fallout of the
gtheistic explosion is everywhere. But Dr. Gordon added,
"Although the fallout may be everywhere, we are reminded that God
too is everywhere and not even tyrannies can keep him out."

We in the United States have protested this terrible abuse
of people who are nothing less than heroes of the century. Most
recently, when Congressional leaders met in Moscow with Premier
Gorbachev, House Minority leader Bob Michel brought along a list
of Baltic and Ukrainian prisoners of conscience. And the Council

on Soviet Jewry was magnificent in making sure that the
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congressional delegation did not leave without extensive data on
persecuted Jews in the Soviet Union.

Religious persecution, of course, is not confined to Europe.
We see it in Iran, whose leaders have declared virtual war on the
Bahais. We see it in Afghanistan, where the Soviets have moved
against the Mujahadeen. And we see a variation on how to abuse
religious freedom in the Sandinista regime of Nicaragua.

In Nicaragua, the Sandinista regime is faced with a
politically active church that -- although it supported the
revolution -- is now considered a major obstacle to complete
totalitarian control. And so the Sandinistas are actively
attempting to discredit and split the church hierarchy. One area
to be watched, by the way: the Sandinistas, like all communist
regimes, are injecting their ideology into the educational system
and have begun widespread literacy campaigns to indoctrinate
children and adults. But the Catholic Church is fighting to
maintain autonomy and keep this indoctrination out of church-run
schools.

This has not been resolved. Cuba solved the problem by
closing all private schools, including religious schools. So did
Ethiopia.

The general state of religious liberty in Nicaragua is
suggested by testimony from various sources, including refugees.
We recently learned of a pastor of the Evangelical Church in a
Nicaraguan town who told the Freedom Fighters that the
Sandinistas had threatened to send the 3,000 members of his

church to relocation camps. The pastor and his church members



Page 6

are now hiding out in caves and temporary settlements in the
countryside.

May I interject here that stories like this are the reason
we are asking Congress for aid to help the Freedom Fighters, and
to help the victims of the Sandinista regime.

The Sandinistas also harassed Jews. Two Nicaraguan
refugees, Sarita and Oscar Kellerman, have told of the
firebombing of their synagogue by the Sandinistas -- and how they
wrote on the synagogue and the Kellerman's home the words,

"Jews —-- Out of Nicaragua."

When I think of Nicaragua these days, it occurs to me anew
that you can judge any new government, any new regime, by whether
or not it allows religion to flourish. TIf it doesn't, you can be
sure it is an enemy of mankind -- for it is attempting to ban
what is most beautiful in the human heart.

But we must not feel despair, because it is not appropriate
to the times. We are living in a dramatic age. Throughout the
world, the machinery of the state is being used as never before
against religious freedom -- but at the same time, throughout the
world, new groups of believers keep springing up. Points of
light flash out in the darkness, and God is honored once again.
Perhaps this is the greatest irony of the communist experiment;
the very pressure they apply seems to create the force, friction,
and heat that allow deep belief to once again burst into flame.

I believe that the most essential element of our defense of
freedom is our insistence on speaking out for the cause of

religious liberty. I would like to see this country rededicate
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itself wholeheartedly to this cause. I join you in your desire
that the Protestant churches of America, the Catholic Church, and
the Jewish organizations remember the members of their flock who
are in prison or in jeopardy in other countries.

We are our brothers' keepers, all of us. And I hope the
message will go forth, from this conference to prisoners of
conscience throughout the world: "Take heart, you have not been
forgotten. We, your'brothers and sisters in God, have made your
cause our cause, and we vow never to relent until you have
regained the freedom that is your birthright as a child of God."

Thank you. God bless all of you.
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MEMORANDUM FOR BEN ELLTOTT
/KS
FROM: JOHN A. SVAHN D

SUBJECT: Remarks: Dropby at Conference on Religious Liberty

We have one comment. At the bottom of page 3 and the top of page 4, we refer to
Christians, Muslims and Jews as continuing to practice their faith in the
communist world. You might wish to add "and others," since there are probably
other religious represented in the communist world.

cc: Dave Chew
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Please provide any edits directly to Ben Elliott by c.0.b. today,
with an information copy to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

David L. Chew
Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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MEMORANDUM FOR BEN ELLIOTT
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
DIRECTOR, PRESIDENTIAL SPEECHWRITING

FROM: JOHN G. ROBERT
ASSOCIATE COUN [E PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Remarks: Dropby at Conference on

Religious Liberty

Counsel's Office has reviewed the above-referenced remarks,
and finds no objection to them from a legal perspective.

cc: David L. Chew
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April 15, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR: BEN ELLIOTT
FROM: AL KEE@
SUBJECT: Dropby at Conference on .Religious Liberty,

Tuesday, April 16, 1985

We have .reviewed the remarks and have no comments.

cc: David Chew
DOSG



by

RANDUJ

2946
N Y COU

April 15, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR BEN ELLIOTT
FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMITT .ty

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks for the Conference on
Religious Liberty, April 16, 1:30 p.m.

Per your request, the NSC has reviewed and approved, as
amended, the proposed Presidential remarks to the Conference
on Religious Liberty on Tuesday, April 16, at 1:30 p.m.

Attachment

Tab A Proposed Presidential Remarks

cc: David Chew
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TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 1985

Thank you very much.

— e = T —

I am deeply honored to address this conference. I know that

a good many of you have come a long way to be here today, and I
know you have given greatly of your time, energy and concern.
And I can only hope, as you do, that those now suffering around
the world for their beliefs will draw renewed courage from your
work,

The history of religion and its impact on civilization
cannot be summarized in a few days, never mind minutes. But one
of the great shared characteristics of all religions is the
distinction they draw between the temporal world and the

spiritual world. All religions, in effect, echo the words of the
gospel of St. Matthew: "Render_therefore unto Caesar the things
which are Caesar's, and unto God the things which are God's."
What this injunction teaches ué is that the individual cannot be
gntirely subérginate to the_ state, that there exists a whole
other realm, an almost mysterious realm of individual thought and
action which is sacred, and which is totally beyond and outside
of state control.

This idea has been central to the development of human
rights. Only in an intellectual climate which distinguishes
between the City of God and the City of Man ~- and which

explicitly affirms the independence of God's realm, and forbids

any infringement by the state on its prerogatives =-- only in such
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--a climate could the idea of individual human rights take root,

- = grow, and evenfually flourish. - )
We -see this climate in all democracies, and in our own

political tradition. The founders of our republic rooted their
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democratic commitment in the belief that all men "are endowed by
their Creator with certain inalienable rights." And so they
created a system of government whose avowed purpose was —-- and

is -- the protection of those God-given rights.

But, as all of you know only too well, there are many

political regimes today that completely reject the notion that a

man or a woman can have Qgreater loyalty to God than to the

-
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enemy of the people -- a drug, an opiate of the masses. And
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tﬁroughout the communist world, and Muslims, and Jews, who
- 'continue to practice their faith. Some of them have been
imprisoned for their courage.

There is the late Valery Marchenko, who died in a Soviet -
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r» §£§son héggftal>a féwkshort months ago. He was 37 years 6ld, a
scholar and a Christian who, at his most recent trial, said that
v @1l of his life he had tried to "serve goodness" which he
considered to be his "Christian duty." There is Father
Gleb Yakunin, who was recently sent to Siberia for 5 years of
internal exile.l He is another prisoner of faith. And

Vladislav Rakay, recently jailed for helping to distribute bibles

Etert—st—

in Czechoslovakia. These are only a few of many.
Dr. Ernest Gordon, the President of an organization named
CREED -- Christian Rescue Effort for the Emancipation of

Dissidents -- noted that on a recent trip to Eastern Europe, he
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spoke with a priest who had spent 10 years in prison. The priest

.asked him to deliver a message to the West: there is a war going

. | g .
But Dr. Gordon added, ~ -
B . ., - . ., here, we are reminded that God
too is everywhere and not even tyrannies can keep him out."
We in the United States have protested this terrible abuse
of people who are nothing less than heroes of the century. Most
:ly, when Congressional leaders met in Moscow with

chev, House Minority leader Bob Michel brought along a list
"

of Baltic and Ukrainian prisoners of conscience. And the Council

on Soviet Jewry was magnificent in making sure that the
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_cong: "~~~ "1l delegation did not leave without extensive data on

[ I piews in the Soviet Union. -

Religious persecution, of course, is not confined to Europe.

We see it in Iran, whose leaders have *--" - "~ °
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religious freedom in the Sandinista r

In Nicaraqua, the Sandinista reg
politically active church.that -- although it supported the
revolution ~- is now considered a major obstacle to complete
totalitarian control. And so the Sandinistas are actively
attempting to discredit and split the church hierarchy. One area
to be watghed, by the way: the Sandinistas, like all communist
regimes, are injecting their idenlnav intn the educational system
and havé-begun widespread&_\. ns to indoctrinate
children and adults. - But the Catholic Church is fighting to
maintain autonomy and keep this indoctrination out of church—rﬁn

chools.

This has not Béen resolved. Cuba solved the Qfoblem by
closing all private schools, including religious schools. So did
Ethiopia.

The general state of religious liberty in Nicaragua is
suggested by testimony from various sources, including refugees.
We recently learned of a pastor of the Evangelical Church in a
Nicaraguan town who told the Freedom Fighters that the
Sandinistas had threatened to send the 3,000 members of his

church to relocation camps. The pastor and his church members
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are now hiding out in caves and tempoiéry‘settlements in the

countryside. _ - - -

May I interject here that stories like this are the reason

— - —

we are asking Congress for aid to help the Freedom Eightérs, and

= e F —

to help the victims of thé Sandinista reéime.
The Sandinistas also harassed Jews. Two Nicaraguan
refugees, Sarita and Oscar Kellerman, have told-of the
firebombing of their synagogué by the Sandinistas -- and how they
wrote on the synagogue and the Kellerman's home the words,
"Jews -- Out of Nicaragua."
When I think of Nicaragua these days, it occurs to me anew
that you can judge any new government, any new regime, by whether
or not it allows religion to flourish., 1If it doesn't, you can be

sure it is an enemy of mankind -- for it is attempting to ban

what is most beautiful in the human heart.

But we must not feel despair, because it is not appropriate
to the times. We are living in a dramatic age. Throughout the
world, the machinery of the state is being used as never before
againsi religious freedom =- but at .the same time,»throughdut the
world, new groups of believers keep springing up. Points of
light flash out in the darkness, and God is honored once again.
Perhaps this is the greatest irony of the communist experiment:
the very pressure they apply seems to create the force, friction,
and heat that allow deep belief to once again burst into flame.

I believe that the most essential element of our defense of
freedom is our insistence on speaking out for the cause of

religious liberty. I would like to see this country rededicate
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itself wholeheartedly to this cause.- I join you in yéur desire
that the Protestant churches of‘Amériéa, the Catholic'Church, and
the Jewish organizations remember the members of their flock who

are in prison or in jeopardy in other countries.

I - = - — s -

We are our Szbthéis';;ééﬁe;;, all of us. And ;‘ﬁgbe the_
message will go forth, from this conference to prisoners of
conscience throughout the world: "Take heart, you have not been
forgotten. We, your brothers and sisters in God, have made your
cause our cause, and we vow never to relent until you have
regained the freedom that is your birthright as a child of God."

Thank you. God bless all of you.
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Thank you very much.

I am deeply honored to address this conference. I know that
a good many of you have come a long way to be here today, and I
know you have given greatly of your time, energy and concern.

And I can only hope, as you do, that those now suffering around
the world for their beliefs will draw renewed courage from your
work.

The history of religion and its impact on civilization
cannot be summarized in a few days, never mind minutes. But one
of the great shared characteristics of all religions is the
distinction they draw between the temporal world and the
spiritual world. All religions, in effect, echo the words of the
gospel of St. Matthew: "“Render therefore unto Caesar the things
which are Caesar's, and unto God the things which are God's."
What this injunction teaches us is that the individual cannot be
entirely subordinate to the state, that there exists a whole
other realm, an almost mysterious realm of individual thought and
action which is sacred, and which is totally beyond and outside
of state control.

This idea has been central to the development of human
rights. Only in an intellectual climate which distinguishes
between the City of God and the City of Man -- and which
explicitly affirms the independence of God's realm, and forbids

any infringement by the state on its prerogatives -- only in such
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a climate could the idea of individual human rights take root,
grow, and eventually flourish.

We see this climate in all democracies, and in our own
political tradition. The founders of our republic rooted their
democratic commitment in the belief that all men "are endowed by
their Creator with certain inalienable rights." And so they
created a system of government whose avowed purpose was —-- and

is =-- the protection of those God-given rights.

But, as all of you know only too well, there are many
political regimes today that completely reject the notion that a
man or a woman can have a greater loyalty to God than to the
state. Marx's central insight, when he was creating his
political system, was that religious belief would subvert his
intentions. Under Marxism, the ruling party was to claim for
itself the attributes which religious faith ascribes to God
alone. Under Marxism, the state was to be the final arbiter of
truth, justice, and morality. And so Marx declared religion an
enemy of the people -- a drug, an opiate of the masses. And
Lenin said, "Religion and communism are incompatible in theory as
well as in practice . . . We must fight religion."

All of this illustrates a truth that I believe must be
re-understood: atheism is not an incidental element of
communism, not just part of the package -- it is the package.

In countries which have fallen under communist rule, it is
often the church which forms the most powerful barrier against a

completely totalitarian system. And so, totalitarian regimes
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always seek either to destroy the church or, when that is
impossible, to subvert it.

For the former, we have the Soviet Union, where the church
was immediately attacked by the communist revolution. This was
not done without considerable craftiness. The Soviets, bowing to
Western "squeemishness" about the denial of liberties, often
characterized their actions as merely defensive.

In 1945, Josef Stalin met with Harry Hopkins, who had been
sent by Harry Truman to discuss various East/West problems. In
the middle of a talk about politics, Stalin interjected the
following: 1In 1917, he said, the Russian communist party had
proclaimed the right of religious freedom as part of their
political program. But, he said, the churches of Russia had
declared the Soviet government anathema, and had called on church
members to resist the call of the Red Army. Now what could we
do, said Stalin, but declare war on the church. He assured
Hopkins, however, that World War Two had ended the church-state
antagonism and now freedom of religion could be granted to the
church.

Well, this, as you know, goes under the heading "The Big
Lie." But it was told in a typically plaintive and put-upon
manner, as if there was just no choice; try as we could to reason
with those cruel and powerful priests, they just wouldn't stop
attacking us and so we had to close their churches.

Well, history has taught us that you can bulldoze a church
but you can't extinguish all that is good in every human heart.

And so, in spite of the dangers involved there are Christians
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throughout the communist world, and Muslims, and Jews, who
continue to practice their faith. Some of them have been
imprisoned for their courage.

There is the late Valery Marchenko, who died in a Soviet
prison hospital a few short months ago. He was 37 years old, a
scholar and a Christian who, at his most recent trial, said that
all of his life he had tried to "serve goodness" which he
considered to be his "Christian duty." There is Father
Gleb Yakunin, who was recently sent to Siberia for 5 years of
internal exile. He is another prisoner of faith. And
Vladislav Rakay, recently jailed for helping to distribute bibles
in Czechoslovakia. These are only a few of many.

Dr. Ernest Gordon, the President of an organization named
CREED -- Christian Rescue Effort for the Emancipation of
Dissidents -- noted that on a recent trip to Eastern Europe, he
spoke with a priest who had spent 10 years in prison. The priest
asked him to deliver a message to the West: there is a war going
on; it is not nuclear but spiritual. The fallout of the
atheistic explosion is everywhere. But Dr. Gordon added,
"Although the fallout may be everywhere, we are reminded that God
too is everywhere and not even tyrannies can keep him out."

We in the United States have protested this terrible abuse
of people who are nothing less than heroes of the century. Most
recently, when Congressional leaders met in Moscow with Premier
Gorbachev, House Minority leader Bob Michel brought along a list
of Baltic and Ukrainian prisoners of conscience. And the Council

on Soviet Jewry was magnificent in making sure that the



Page 5

congressional delegation did not leave without extensive data on
persecuted Jews in the Soviet Union.

Religious persecution, of course, is not confined to Europe.
We see it in Iran, whose leaders have declared virtual war on the
Bahais. We see it in Afghanistan, where the Soviets have moved
against the Mujahadeen. And we see a variation on how to abuse
religious freedom in the Sandinista regime of Nicaragua.

In Nicaragua, the Sandinista regime is faced with a
politically active church that -- although it supported the
revolution -- is now considered a major obstacle to complete
totalitarian control. And so the Sandinistas are actively
attempting to discredit and split the church hierarchy. One area
to be watched, by the way: the Sandinistas, like all communist
regimes, are injecting their ideology into the educational system
and have begun widespread literacy campaigns to indoctrinate
children and adults. But the Catholic Church is fighting to
maintain autonomy and keep this indoctrination out of church-run
schools.

This has not been resolved. Cuba solved the problem by
closing all private schools, including religious schools. So did
Ethiopia.

The general state of religious liberty in Nicaragua is
suggested by testimony from various sources, including refugees.
We recently learned of a pastor of the Evangelical Church in a
Nicaraguan town who told the Freedom Fighters that the
Sandinistas had threatened to send the 3,000 members of his

church to relocation camps. The pastor and his church members
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are now hiding out in caves and temporary settlements in the
countryside.

May I interject here that stories like this are the reason
we are asking Congress for aid to help the Freedom Fighters, and
to help the victims of the Sandinista regime.

The Sandinistas also harassed Jews. Two Nicaraguan
refugees, Sarita and Oscar Kellerman, have told of the
firebombing of their synagogue by the Sandinistas -- and how they
wrote on the synagogue and the Kellerman's home the words,

"Jews -~ Out of Nicaragua."

When I think of Nicaragua these days, it occurs to me anew
that you can judge any new government, any new regime, by whether
or not it allows religion to flourish. If it doesn't, you can be
sure it is an enemy of mankind -- for it is attempting to ban
what is most beautiful in the human heart.

But we must not feel despair, because it is not appropriate
to the times. We are living in a dramatic age. Throughout the
world, the machinery of the state is being used as never before
against religious freedom -- but at the same time, throughout the
world, new groups of believers keep springing up. Points of
light flash out in the darkness, and God is honored once again.
Perhaps this is the greatest irony of the communist experiment:
the very pressure they apply seems to create the force, friction,
and heat that allow deep belief to once again burst into flame.

I believe that the most essential element of our defense of
freedom is our insistence on speaking out for the cause of

religious liberty. I would like to see this country rededicate
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itself wholeheartedly to this cause. I join you in your desire
that the Protestant churches of America, the Catholic Church, and
the Jewish organizations remember the members of their flock who
are in prison or in jeopardy in other countries.

We are our brothers' keepers, all of us. And I hope the
message will go forth, from this conference to prisoners of
conscience throughout the world: "Take heart, you have not been
forgotten. We, your brothers and sisters in God, have made your
cause our cause, and we vow never to relent until you have
regained the freedom that is your birthright as a child of God."

Thank you. God bless all of you.
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regained the freedom that is your birthright as a child of God."
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Thank you very much.

I am deeply honored to address this conference. I know that
a good many of you have come a long way to be here today, and I
know you have given greatly of your time, energy and concern.

And I can only hope, as you do, that those now suffering around
the world for their beliefs will draw renewed courage from your
work.

The history of religion and its impact on civilization
cannot be summarized in a few days, never mind minutes. But one
of the great shared characteristics of all religions is the
distinction they draw between the temporal world and the
spiritual world. All religions, in effect, echo the words of the
gospel of St. Matthew: "Render therefore unto Caesar the things
which are Caesar's, and unto God the things which are God's."
What this injunction teaches us is that the individual cannot be
entirely subordinate to the state, that there exists a whole
other realm, an almost mysterious realm of individual thought and
action which is sacred, and which is totally beyond and outside
of state control.

This idea has been central to the development of human
rights. Only in an intellectual climate which distinguishes
Between the City of God and the City of Man -- and which
explicitly affirms the independence of God's realm, and forbids

any infringement by the state on its prerogatives -- only in such
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a climate could the idea of individual human rights take root, .
grow, and event&ally flourish.

We see this climate in all democracies, and in éur own
political tradition. The founders of our republic rooted their
democratic commitment in the belief that all men "are endowed by

. . o . ¥nd 50 theg
their Creator with certain inalienable rights." She—founders-
created a system of government whose avowed purpose was -- and
is -- the protection of ﬁzgfz;d$n$dua;:g God-given rights.

But, as all of you know only too well, there are many
political regimes today that completeiy reject the notion that a
man or a woman can have a greater loyalty -to God than to the
state. Marx's central insight, when he was creating his
political system, was that religious belief would subvert his
intentions. Under Marxism, the ruling party was to claim for
itself the attributes which religious faith ascribes to God
alone. Under Marxism, the state was to be the final arbiter of
truth, justice, and morality. And so Marx declared religion an
enemy of the people -- a drug, an opiate of the masses. And
Lenin said, "Religion and communism are incompatible in theory as
well as in practice . . . We must fight religion."

All of this illustrates a truth that I believe must be
re-understood: atheism is not an incidental element ofﬁ
communism, not just part of the package -- it is the package.

In countries which have fallen under communist rule, it is

often the church which forms the most powerful barrier against a

completely totalitarian system. And so, totalitarian regimes
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always seek either to destroy the church or, when that is
impossible, to subvert it.

For the former, we have the Soviet Union, wheré the church
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was éeetﬁ%igé by the communist revolution. This was revred
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wlth%?tﬂsgﬁg craftiness. The Soviets, bowing to Western
"squeemishness™ about the denial of liberties, often
characterized their actions as merely defensive.

In 1945, Josef Stalin met with Harry Hopkins, who had been
sent by Harry Truman to discuss various East/West problems. In
the middle of a talk about politics, Stalin interjected the
folloﬁing: In 1917, he said, the Russian communist party had
proclaimed the right of religious freedom as part of their
political program. But, he said, the churches of Russia had
declared the Soviet government anathema, and had called on church
members to resist the call of the Red Army. Now what could we
do, said Stalin, but declare war on the church. He assured
Hopkins,. however, that World War Two had ended the church-state
antagonism and now freedom of religion could be granted to the
church.

Well, this, as you know, goes under the heading "The Big
Lie." But it was told in a typically plaintive and put-upon
manner,’as if there was just no choice; try as we could to reason
with those cruel and powerful priests, they just wouldn't stop
attacking us and so we had to close their chﬁrches.

Wéll, history has taught us that you can bulldoze a church
but you can't extinguish all that is good in every human heart.

And so, in spite of the dangers involved there are Christians
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throughout the communist world, and Muslims, and Jews, who
continue to practice their faith. Some of them have been
imprisoned for their courage. |

There is the late Valery Marchenko, who died in a Soviet
prison hospital a few short months ago. He was 37fyears old, a
scholar and a Christian who, at his most recept trial, said that
all of his life he had tried to "serve goodness" which he
considered to be his "Christian duty." There is Father
Gleb Yakunin, who was recently sent to Siberia for 5 years of
internal exile. He is another prisoner of éaith. And
Vladislav Rakay, recently jailed for helping to distribute bibles
in Czechoslovakia. These are only a few of many.

Dr. Ernest Gordon, the President of an organization named
CREED ~-- Christian Rescue Effort for the Emancipation of
Dissidents —- noted that on a recent trip to Eastern Europe, he
spoke with a priest who had spent 10 years in prison. The priest
asked him to deliver a message to the West: there is a war going
on; it is not nuclear but spiritual. The fallout of the
atheistic explosion is everywhere. But Dr. Gordon added,
"Although the fallout may be everywhere, we are reminded thatHGod
too is everywhere and not even tyrannies can keep him out." -

We in the United States have protested this terrible abu;e
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making sure that the congressional delegation did not leave
without extensi;e data on persecuted Jews in the Soviet Union.

Religious persecution, of course, is not confiﬁed to Europe.
We see it in Iran, whose leaders have declared virtual war on the
Bahais. We see it in Afghanistan, where the Soviets have moved
against the Mujahadeen. And we see a variation on how to abuse
religious freedom in the Sandinista regime of Nicaragua.

In Nicaragua, the Sandinista regime is faced with a
politically ctive church that -~ although it supported the
revolution -- is now considered a major obstacle to complete
totalitarian control. And so the Sandinistas are actively
attempting to discredit and split the church hierarchy. One area
to be watched, by the way: the Sandinistas, like all communist
regimes, are injecting their ideology into the educational system
and have begun widespread literacy campaigns to indoctrinate
children and adults. But the Catholic Church is fighting to
maintain autonomy and keep this indoctrination out of church-run
schools. -

This has not been resolved. Cuba solved the problem by
closing all private schools, including religious schools. So did
Ethiopia.

The gené;al state of religious liberty in Nicaragua is
suggested by testimony from various sources, including refugees.
We recently learned of a pastor of the Evangelical Church in a
Nicaraguan téwn who told the Freedom Fighters that the

Sandinistas had threatened to send the 3,000 members of his

church to relocation camps. - Ere~chureihr-members—deeided-tofice
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or not it allows religion to flourish. TIf it doesn't, you can be

L Yho sure it is an enemy of mankind -- for it is attempting to ban
Yeadé what is most beautiful in the human heart.
e Ml
@5klﬁé But we must not feel despair, because it is not appropriate
wa%ﬁffd to the times. We are living in a dramatic age. Throughout the
E o vindey) v
Hg;aﬁ/world, the machinery of the state is being used as never before

Yt Frad”

against religious freedom -- but at the same time, throughout the

CMMi\ﬁ world, new groups of believers keep springini p. Points of

b@‘ j:i light flash out in the darkness, and God is honored once again.

WA é;o Perhaps this is the greatest irony of the communist experiment:

‘bv iﬁﬁ*ﬁlthé very pressure the¥+?pply seems to create the fofté)ggé1?;at
¥ 73 <

W 240
r%,fﬁﬂd that makes deep belief'\once again burst into flame.
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Woerty . .
religious ﬁnsﬁﬁgm. I would like to see this country rededicate
itself wholeheartedly to this cause. ‘I join you in your desire

that the Protestant churches of America, the Catholic Church, and
the Jewish organizations remember tﬁe members of their flock who
are in prison or in jeopardy in other countries.

We are our brother's keepers, all of us. And I hope the
message will go forth, from this conference to prisoners of
conscience throughout the world: "Take heart, you have not been
forgotten. We, your brothers and sisters in God, have made your
caltlse our cause, and we vow never to relent until you have
regained the freedom that is your birthright as a child of God."

Thank you. God bless all of you.
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Thank you very much.,

I am deeply honored to address this conference. I know that
a good many of you have come a long way to be here today, and I
know you have given greatly of your time, energy and concern. -
And I can only hope, as you do, that those now suffering around
the world for their beliefs will draw renewed courage from your -
work. ~

The history of religion and its impact on civilization
cannot be summarized in a few days, never mind minutes. But one
of the great shared characteristics of all religions is the
distinction they draw between the temporal world and the
spiritual world. All religions, in effect, echo the words of the
gospel of St. Matthew: "Render therefore unto Caesar the things
which are Caesar's, and unto God the things which are God's."
What this injunction teaches us is that the individual cannot be
entirely subordinate to the state, that there exists a whole
other realm, an almost mysterious realm of individual thought and
action which is sacred, and which is totally beyond and outside
of state control.

This idea has been central to the development of human
rights. Only in an intellectual climate which distinguishes
between the City of God and the City of Man -- and which
explicitly affirms the independence of God's realm, and forbids

any infringement by the state on its prerogatives =-- only in such
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a climate could the idea of individual human rights take root,
grow, and event;ally flourish.

We see this climate in all democracies, ‘and in'our own
political tradition. The founders of our republic rooted their
democratic commitment in the belief that all men "are endowed by
their Creator with certain inalienable rights." The founders
created a system of government whose avowed purpose was -- and
is -- the protection of the individual's God-given rights.

But, as all of you know only too well, there are many
political regimés*today that completely reject the notion that a
man or a woman can have a greater loyalty to God than to the
state. Marx's central insight, when he was creating his
political system, was that religious belief would subvert his
intentions. Under Marxism, the ruling party was to claim for
itself the attributes which religious faith ascribes to God
alone. Under Marxism, the state was to be the final arbiter of
truth, justice, and morality. And so Marx declared religion an
enemy of the people -- a drug, anvppiate of the masses. And
Lenin said, "Religion and communism are incompatible in theory as
well as in practice . . . We must fight religion.”

All of this illustrates a truth that I believe must be
re—understood: atheism is not antincidental element of
communism, not just part of the package -- it is the package.

In countries which have fallen under communist rule, it is
often the church which forms the most powerful barrier against a

completely totalitarian system. And so, totalitarian regimes
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always seek either to destroy the church or, when that is
impossible, to subvert it.

For the former, we have the Soviet Union, where the church
was destréyed by the communist revolution. This was not achieved
without some craftiness. The Soviets, bowing to Western
"squeemishness”" about the denial of liberties, often
characterized their actions as merely defensive.

In 1945, Josef Stalin met with Harry Hopkins, who had been
sent by Harry Truman to discuss various East/West problems. In
the middle of a talk about politics, Stalin interjected the
folloﬁing: In 1917, he said, the Russian communist party had
proclaimed the right of religious freedom as part of their
political program. But, he said, the churches of Russia had
declared the Soviet government anathema, and had called on church
members to resist the call of the Red Army. Now what could we
do, said Stalin, but declare war on the church. He assured
Hopkins, however, that World War Two had ended the church-state
antagonism and now freedom of religion could be granted to the
church.

Well, this, as you know, goes under the heading "The Big
Lie." But it was told in a typically plaintive and put-upon
manner, as 1f there was just no choice; try as we could to reason
with those cruel and powerful priests, they just wouldn't stop
attacking us and so we had to close their churches.

Well, history has taught us that you can bulldoze a church
but you can't extinguish all that is good in every human heart.

And so, in spite of the dangers involved there are Christians
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throughouf the communist world, and Muslims, and Jews, who
continue to practice their faith. Some of them have been
imprisoned for their courage. |

There is the late Valery Marchenko, who died in a Soviet
prison hospital a few short months ago. He was 37-years old, a
scholar and a Christian’who, at his most recent trial, said that
all of his life he had tried to "serve goodness” which he
considered to be his "Christian duty." There is Father
Gleb Yakunin, who was yecently sent to Siberia for 5 years of
internal exile. He is~another prisoner of faith. And
Vladislav Rakay, recently j;iled for helping to distribute bibles
in Czechoslovakia. These are only .a few of many.

Dr. Ernest Gordon, the President of an organization named
CREED -- Christian Rescue Effort for the Emancipation of
Dissidents -- noted that on a recent trip to Eastern Europe, he
spoke with a priest who had spent 10 years in prison. The priest
asked him to deliver a message to the West: there is a war going
on; it is not nuclear but spiritual. The fallout of the
atheistic explosion is everywhere., But Dr. Gordon added,
"Although the fallout may be everywhere, we are reminded that God
too is everywhere and not even tyrannies can keep him out."”

We in the United States have prote;ted this terrible abuse
of people who are nothing less than heroes of the century. You
may know that when the Congressional leaders met in Moscow with
Premier Gorbachov recently, House Minority leader Bob Michael
brought along a list of Baltic and Ukrainian prisoners of

conscience. BAnd the Council on Soviet Jewry was magnificent in
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making sure that the congressional delegation did not leave
without extensive data on persecuted Jews in the Soviet Union.

‘ Religious persecution, of course, is not confiﬂed to Europe.
We see it in Iran, whose leaders have declared virtual war on the
Bahais. We see it in Afghanistan, where the Soviets have moved
against the Mujahadeen. And we see a variation on how to abuse
religious freedom in the Sandinista regime of Nicaragua.

In Nicaragua, the Sandinista regime is faced with a
politically-active church that -- although it supported the
revolution -~ is now considered a major obstacle to complete
totalitarian control. And so the Sandinistas are actively
attempting to discredit and split the church hierarchy. One area
to be watched, by the way: the Sandinistas, like all communist
regimes, are injecting their ideology into the educational system
and have begun widespread literacy campaigns to indoctrinate
children and adults. But the Catholic Church is fighting to
maintain autonomy and keep this indoctrination out of church-run
schools.

This has not been resolved. Cuba solved the problem by
closing all private schools, including religious schools. So did
Ethiopia.

The general state of religious liberty in Nicaragua is
suggested by testimony from various sources, including refugees.
We recently learned of a pastor of the Evangelical Church in a
Nicaraguan town who told the Freedom Fighters that the
Sandinistas had threatened to send the 3,000 members of his

church to relocation camps. The church members decided to flee



Page 6

Nicaragua, and they asked the Freedom Fighters to escort them to
the border. But the Freedom Fighters had to refuse, because they
simply could not afford to support 3,000 people, and all of their
needs, dufing the trip. .

The pastor and his church members are now hiding out in
caves and temporary settlements in the countryside.

The Sandinistas are also harrasing Jews. Two Nicaraguan
refugees, Sarita and Oscar Kellerman, have told of the
firebombing of their synagogue by the Sandinistas -- and how they
wrote on the synagogue and the Kellerman's home the words,
"Jews -- Out of Nicaragua."

When I think of Nicaragua these days, it occurs to me anew
that you can judge any new government, any new regime, by whether
or not it allows religion to flourish. If it doesn't, you can be
sure it is an enemy of mankind -- for it ié attempting to ban
what is most beautiful in the human heart.

But we must not feel despair, because it 'is not appropriate
to the times. We are living in a dramatic age. Throughout the
world, the machinery of the state is being used as never before
against religious freedom -- but at the same time, throughout the
world, new groups of believers keep springing-up. Points of
light flash out in the darkness, and God is hgnored once again.
Perhaps this is the greatest irony of the communist experiment:
the very pressure they apply seems to create the force and heat
that makes deep belief once again burst into flame.

I believe that the most essential element of our defense of

freedom is our insistence on speaking out for the cause of
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religious freedom. I would like to see this country rededicate
itself wholehea;tedly to this cause. I join you in your desire
that the Protestant churches of America, the Catholic Church, and
thé>Jewisﬁ organizations remember the members of their flock who
are in prison or in jeopardy in other countries.

We are our brother's keepers, all of us. And I hope the
message will go forth, from this conference to prisoners of
conscience throughout the world: "Take heart, you have not been
forgotten. We, your brothers and sisters in God, have made your
cause our cause, and we vow never to relent until jou have

regained the freedom that is your birthright as a child of God."

Thank you. God bless all of you.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DROPBY AT CONFERENCE ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY
TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 1985

Thank you very much.

I am deeply honored to address this conference. I know that
a good many of you have come a long way to be here today, and I
know you have given greatly of your time, energy and concern.

And I can only hope, as you do, that those now suffering around
the world for their beliefs will draw renewed courage from your
work.

The history of religion and its impact on civilization
cannot be summarized in a few days, never mind minutes. But one
of the great shared characteristics of all religions is the
distinction they draw between the temporal world and the
spiritual world. All religions, in effect, echo the words of the
gospel of St. Matthew: "Render therefore unto Caesar the things
which are Caesar's, and unto God the things which are God's."
What this injunction teaches us is that the individual cannot be
entirely subordinate to the state, that there exists a whole
other realm, an almost mysterious realm of individual thought and
action which is sacred, and which is totally beyond and outside
of state control.

This idea has been central to the development of human
rights. Only in an intellectual climate which distinguishes
between the City of God and the City of Man -- and which
explicitly affirms the independence of God's realm, and forbids

any infringement by the state on its prerogatives =-- only in such
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a climate could the idea of individual human rights take root,
grow, and eventually flourish.

We see this climate in all democracies, and in our own
political tradition. The founders of our republic rooted their

democratic commitment in the belief that all men "are endowed by

their Creator with certain inalienable rights." The founders
created a system of government whose avowed purpose was -- and
is ~- the protection of the individual's God-given rights.

But, as all of you know only too well, there are many
political regimes today that completely reject the notion that a
man or a woman can have a greater loyalty to God than to the
state. Marx's central insight, when he was creating his
political system, was that religious belief would subvert his
intentions. Under Marxism, the ruling party was to claim for
itself the attributes which religious faith ascribes to God
alone. Under Marxism, the state was to be the final arbiter of
truth, justice, and morality. And so Marx declared religion an
enemy of the people -- a drug, an opiate of the masses. And
Lenin said, "Religion and communism are incompatible in theory as
well as in practice . . . We must fight religion."

All of this illustrates a truth that I believe must be
re-understood: atheism is not an incidental element of
communism, not just part of the package -- it is the package.

In countries which have fallen under communist rule, it is
often the church which forms the most powerful barrier against a

completely totalitarian system. And so, totalitarian regimes
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always seek either to destroy the church or, when that is
impossible, to subvert it.

For the former, we have the Soviet Union, where the church
was destroyed by the communist revolution. This was not achieved
without some craftiness. The Soviets, bowing to Western
"squeemishness” about the denial of liberties, often
characterized their actions as merely defensive.

In 1945, Josef Stalin met with Harry Hopkins, who had been
sent by Harry Truman to discuss various East/West problems. 1In
the middle of a talk about politics, Stalin interjected the
following: In 1917, he said, the Russian communist party had
proclaimed the right of religious freedom as part of their
political program. But, he said, the churches of Russia had
declared the Soviet government anathema, and had called on church
members to resist the call of the Red Army. Now what could we
do, said Stalin, but declare war on the church. He assured
Hopkins, however, that World War Two had ended the church-state
antagonism and now freedom of religion could be granted to the
church.

Well, this, as you know, goes under the heading "The Big
Lie." But it was told in a typically plaintive and put-upon
manner, as if there was just no choice; try as we could to reason
with those cruel and powerful priests, they just wouldn't stop
attacking us and so we had to close their churches.

Well, history has taught us that you can bulldoze a church
but you can't extinguish all that is good in every human heart.

And so, in spite of the dangers involved there are Christians
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throughout the communist world, and Muslims, and Jews, who
continue to practice their faith. Some of them have been
imprisoned for their courage.

There is the late Valery Marchenko, who died in a Soviet
prison hospital a few short months ago. He was 37-years old, a
scholar and a Christian who, at his most recent trial, said that
all of his life he had tried to "serve goodness" which he
considered to be his "Christian duty." There is Father
Gleb Yakunin, who was recently sent to Siberia for 5 years of
internal exile. He is another prisoner of faith. And
Vladislav Rakay, recently jailed for helping to distribute bibles
in Czechoslovakia. These are only a few of many.

Dr. Ernest Gordon, the President of an organization named
CREED -- Christian Rescue Effort for the Emancipation of
Dissidents -- noted that on a recent trip to Eastern Europe, he
spoke with a priest who had spent 10 years in prison. The priest
asked him to deliver a message to the West: there is a war going
on; it is not nuclear but spiritual. The fallout of the
atheistic explosion is everywhere. But Dr. Gordon added,
"Although the fallout may be everywhere, we are reminded that God
too is everywhere and not even tyrannies can keep him out."

We in the United States have protested this terrible abuse
of people who are nothing less than heroces of the century. You
may know that when the Congressional leaders met in Moscow with
Premier Gorbachov recently, House Minority leader Bob Michael
brought along a list of Baltic and Ukrainian prisoners of

conscience. And the Council on Soviet Jewry was magnificent in



Page 5

making sure that the congressional delegation did not leave
without extensive data on persecuted Jews in the Soviet Union.

Religious persecution, of course, is not confined to Europe.
We see it in Iran, whose leaders have declared virtual war on the
Bahais. We see it in Afghanistan, where the Soviets have moved
against the Mujahadeen. And we see a variation on how to abuse
religious freedom in the Sandinista regime of Nicaragua.

In Nicaragua, the Sandinista regime is faced with a
politically-active church that -~ although it supported the
revolution -- is now considered a major obstacle to complete
totalitarian control. And so the Sandinistas are actively
attempting to discredit and split the church hierarchy. One area
to be watched, by the way: the Sandinistas, like all communist
regimes, are injecting their ideology into the educational system
and have begun widespread literacy campaigns to indoctrinate
children and adults. But the Catholic Church is fighting to
maintain autonomy and keep this indoctrination out of church-run
schools.

This has not been resolved. Cuba solved the problem by
closing all private schools, including religious schools. So did
Ethiopia.

The general state of religious liberty in Nicaragua is
suggested by testimony from various sources, including refugees.
We recently learned of a pastor of the Evangelical Church in a
Nicaraguan town who told the Freedom Fighters that the
Sandinistas had threatened to send the 3,000 members of his

church to relocation camps. The church members decided to flee
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Nicaragua, and they asked the Freedom Fighters to escort them to
the border. But the Freedom Fighters had to refuse, because they
simply could not afford to support 3,000 people, and all of their
needs, during the trip.

The pastor and his church members are now hiding out in
caves and temporary settlements in the countryside.

The Sandinistas are also harrasing Jews. Two Nicaraguan
refugees, Sarita and Oscar Kellerman, have told of the
firebombing of their synagogue by the Sandinistas -- and how they
wrote on the synagogue and the Kellerman's home the words,

"Jews -~ Out of Nicaragua."

When I think of Nicaragua these days, it occurs to me anew
that you can judge any new government, any new regime, by whether
or not it allows religion to flourish. If it doesn't, you can be
sure it is an enemy of mankind -- for it is attempting to ban
what is most beautiful in the human heart.

But we must not feel despair, because it is not appropriate
to the times. We are living in a dramatic age. Throughout the
world, the machinery of the state is being used as never before
against religious freedom -- but at the same time, throughout the
world, new groups of believers keep springing-up. Points of
light flash out in the darkness, and God is honored once again.
Perhaps this is the greatest irony of the communist experiment:
the very pressure they apply seems to create the force and heat
that makes deep belief once again burst into flame.

I believe that the most essential element of our defense of

freedom is our insistence on speaking out for the cause of
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religious freedom. I would like to see this country rededicate
itself wholeheartedly to this cause. I join you in your desire
that the Protestant churches of America, the Catholic Church, and
the Jewish organizations remember the members of their flock who
are in prison or in jeopardy in other countries.

We are our brother's keepers, all of us. And I hope the
message will go forth, from this conference to prisoners of
conscience throughout the world: "Take heart, you have not been
forgotten. We, your brothers and sisters in God, have made your
cause our cause, and we vow never to relent until you have
regained the freedom that is your birthright as a child of God."

Thank you. God bless all of you.
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Thank you very much.

I am deeply honored to address this conference. I know that
a good many of you have come a long way to be here today, and I
know you have given greatly of your time, energy and concern.

And I can only hope, as you do, that those now suffering around
the world for their beliefs will draw renewed courage from your
work.

The history of religion and its impact on civilization
cannot be summarized in a few days, never mind minutes. But one
of the great shared characteristics of all religions is the
distinction they draw between the temporal world and the
spiritual world. All religions, in effect, echo the words of the
gospel of St. Matthew: "Render therefore unto Caesar the things
which are Caesar's, and unto God the things which are God's."
What this injunction teaches us is that the individual cannot be
entirely subordinate to the state, that there exists a whole
other realm, an almost mysterious realm of individual thought and
action which is sacred, and which is totally beyond and outside
of state control.

This idea has been central to the development of human
rights. Only in an intellectual climate which distinguishes
between the City of God and the City of Man -- and which
explicitly affirms the independence of God's realm, and forbids

any infringement by the state on its prerogatives -- only in such
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a climate could the idea of individual human rights take root,
grow, and eventually flourish.

We see this climate in all democracies, and in our own
political tradition. The founders of our republic rooted their
democratic commitment in the belief that all men "are endowed by
their Creator with certain inalienable rights." The founders
created a system of government whose avowed purpose was —-—- and
is -- the protection of the individual's God-given rights.

i

But, asyyou kmewjonly too well, there are many political
regimes today that completely reject the notion that a man or a
woman can have a greater- loyalty to God than to the state.
Marx's central insight, when he was creating his political
system, was that religioué belief would subvert his intentions.
Under Marxism, the ruling party was to claim for itself the
attributes which religious faith ascribes to God aloné. Under
Marxism, the state was to be the final arbiter of truth, justice,A
morality‘az_nnt~£e&¥j And so Marx declared religion an enemy of
the people -- a drug, an opiate ggf the masses. And Lenin said,
"Religion and communism are incompatible in theory as well as in
practice . . . We must fight religion."

All of this illustrates a truth that I belive must be
re-understood: atheism is not an incidental element of
communism, not just part of the package -- it is the package.

In countries which have fallen under communist rule, it is
often the church which forms the most powerful barrier against a

completely totalitarian system. And so, totalitarian regimes
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always seek either to destroy the church or, when that is
impossible, to subvert it.

For the former, we have the Soviet Union, where the church
was destroyed by the communist revolution. This was not achieved
without some craftiness. The Soviets, bowing to Western
"squeemishness" about the denial of liberties, often characterized ?{
their actions as merely defensive. - ;%L

In 1945, Josef Stalin met with Harry Hopkins, who had been
sent by Harry Truman to discuss various East/West problems. In
the middle of a talk about politics, Stalin interjected the
following: in 1917, he said, the Russian communist party had

) = ) o {¢a§ Hé'ﬁﬁm,?qﬁﬁiﬁf ;%i
proclaimed the right of religious freedom as ‘cae~of-Ehe.pobibsmot
} he Gaud

fbﬁzghprogram. Butpﬁhe churches of Russia had declared the
Soviet government anathema, and had called on church members wnet~
toﬂpaymteﬁesmagarfo resist the call of the Red Army. Now what
could we do, said Stalin, but declare war on the church. He
assured Hopkins, however, that World War Two had ended the
church-state antagonism and now freedom of religion could be
granted to the church.

Well, this, as you know, goes under the heading "The Big

wad 4y prcalily

Lie." But adweys it *9 told in g“fayksr plaintive and put-upon
manner, as if there was just no choice; try as we could to reason
with those cruel and powerful priests, they just wouldn't stop
attacking us and so we had to close their churches.

Well, history has taught us that you can bulldoze a church

but you can't extinguish all that is good in every human heart.

And so, in spite of the dangers involved there are Christians
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throughout the communist world, and Muslims, and Jews, who
continue to practice their faith. Some of them have been
imprisoned for their courage.

There is the late Valery Marchenko, who died in a Soviet
prison hospital a few short months ago. He was 37-years old, a
scholar and a Christian who, at his most recent trial, said that
all of his life he had tried to "serve goodness" which he
considered to be his "Christian duty." There is Father
Gleb Yakunin, who was recently sent to Siberia for 5 years of
internal exile. He is another prisoner of faith. And
Vladislav Rakay, recently jailed for helping to distribute bibles
in Czechoslovakia. These are only a few of many.

Dr. Ernest Gordon, the President of an organization named
CREED =-- Christian Rescue Effort for the Emancipation of
Dissidents -- noted that on a recent trip to Eastern Europe, he
spoke with a priest who had spent 10 years in prison. The priest
asked him to deliver a message to the West: there is a war going
on; it is not nuclear but spiritual. The fall-out of the
atheistic explosion is everywhere. But Dr. Gordon added,
"Although the fallout may be everywhere, we are reminded that God
too is everywhere and not even tyrannies can keep him out."

We in the United States have protested this terrible abuse
of people who are nothing less than heroes of ﬁgis century. You ?(
may know that when the Congressional leaders met in Moscow with
Premier Gorbachov recentlx)House Minority leader Bob Michael }(:
brought along a list of Baltic and Ukrainian prisoners of

conscience. And the Council on Soviet Jewry was magnificent in

¢
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making sure that the congressional delegation did not leave
without extensive data on persecuted Jews in the Soviet Union.

Religious persecution, of course, is not confined to Europe.
We see it in Iran, whose leaders have declared virtual war on the
Bahais., We see it in Afghanistan, where the Soviets have moved
against the Mujahadeen. And we see a variation on how to abuse
religious freedom in the Sandinista regime of Nicaragua.

In Nicaragua, the Sandinista regime is faced with a
politically-active church that -- although it supported the
revolution -- is now considered a major obstacle ;f?;otdfitarian %fw
control. And so the Sandinistas are actively attempting to
discredit and split the church hierarchy. One area to be
watched, by the way: the Sandinistas, like all communist
regimes, are injecting their ideology into the educational system
and have begun widespread literacy campaigns to indoctrinate
children and adults. But the Catholic Church is fighting to
maintain autonomy and keep this indoctrination out of church-run
schools.

This has not been resolved. Cuba solved the problem by
closing all private schools, including religious schools. So did
Ethiopia.

The general state of religious liberty in Nicaragua is
suggested by testimony from various sources, including refugees.
We recently learned of a pastor of the Evangelical Church in a
Nicaraguan town who told the Freedom Fighters that the
Sandinistas had threatened to send the 3,000 members of his

church to relocation camps. The church members decided to flee
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Nicaragua, and they asked the Freedom Fighters to escort them to
the border. But the Freedom Fighters had to refuse, because they
simply could not afford to support 3,000 people, and all of their
needs, during the trip.

The pastor and his church members are now hiding out in
caves and temporary settlements in the countryside.

The Sandinistas are also harrasing Jews. Two Nicaraguan
refugees, Sarita and Oscar Kellerman, have told of the
firebombing of their synagogue by the Sandinistas =-- and how they
wrote on the synagogue and the Kellerman's home the words,
"Jews =-- Out of Nicaragua."

When I think of Nicaragua these days, it occurs to me anew
that you can judge andly new government, any new regime, by :y{;
whether or not it allows religion to flourish. If it doesn't,
you can be sure it is an enemy of mankind -- for it is attempting
to ban what is most beautiful in the human heart.

g conss

But we must not feel despairf\it is not appropriate to the
times. We are living in a dramatic age. Throughout the world,
the machinery of the state is beingkiggéhad/;;; never beforef‘ﬁmw
against religious freedom -- but at the same time, throughout the
worlé}new groups of believers keep springing-up. Points of light
flash out in the darkness, and God is honored once again.
Perhaps this is the greatest irony of the communist experiment:
the very pressure they apply seems to create the force and heat
that makéideep belief once again burst into flame. ;V(:

I believe that the most essential element of our defense of F

freedom is our insistence on speaking out for the cause of
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religious freedom. I would like to see this country rededicate
itself wholeheartedly to this cause. I join you in your desire
that the Protestant churches of America, the Catholic Church, and
the Jewish organizations remember the members of their flock who
are in prison or in jeopardy in other countries.

We aref%§:r brother's keepers, all of us. And I hope the
message will go forth, from this conference to prisoners of
conscience throughout the world: "Take heart, you have not been
forgotten. We, your brothers and sisters in God, have made your
cause our cause, and we vow never to relent until you have
regained the freedom that is your birthright as a child of God."

Thank you. God bless all of you.
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explicitly affirms the independence of God's realm, and forbids
any infringement by the state on its prerogatives =-- only in such
a climate could the idea} of individual human rights take root

;g?fgrow and eventually flourish.,
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he assured Hopkinshfhat World War Two had ended the

£ el
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church-state antagonism and now freedom of religion could be
granted to the church.
Well, this, as you know, goes under the heading "The Big
Lie." But always it is told in a rather saé;:;glplaintive and PU*‘UﬁGﬂ
manner, as if there was Jjust no choice; try as we could to reason
with those cruel and powerful priests they just wouldn't stop

close. ehor ehg .
attacking us and so we had to késid their religiel..

el histeory hao Smuakt UGt that
\ﬁhutnbhawvhi%gni%;\you can bulldoze a church but you can't
extinguish all that is good in every human heart. And so, in
spite of the dangers involved there are Christians throughout the
communist world, and Muslims, and Jews, who continue to practice

have be@n wprigewd Lorliels Corvage
their faith. Some of them i

M 4 dhe lake
¥ou~no~doabk~know3:¥ Valery Marchenko, who died in a Soviet

sheft

prison hospital a fewAmonths ago. He was 37-years old, a scholar
and a Christian who, at his most recent trial, said that all of
his life he had tried to "serve goodness" which he considered to
be his "Christian duty." ;EEE:;wézube~knuw::¥ Father

Gleb Yakunin, who was recently sent to Siberia for 5 years of
internal exile. He is another prisoner of faith. And

Vladislav Rakay, recently jailed for helping to distribute bibles
in Czechoslovakia. Jﬁw b av"ﬁ'f - p%u % MM?.

Dr. Ernest Gordon, the President of an organization named
CREED -- Christian Rescue Effort for the Emancipation of
Dissidents -- noted that on a recent trip to Eastern Europe, he
spoke with a priest who had spent 10 years in prison. The priest

asked him to deliver a message to the West: there is a war going
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on; it is not nuclear but spiritual. The fall-out of the
atheistic explosion is everywhere. But Dr. Gordon added,
"Although the fallout may be everywhere, we are reminded that God
too is everywhere and not even tyrannies can keep him out."

We in the United States have protested this terrible abuse

. Yoo weny (diatn
of people who are nothing less than heroes of this century. E”?QT

g (aaders
happymtawxa;:;i that when the xecemt congressional <dedegation met

Tremen Cetentiy, =
in Moscow with Mﬁr Gorbachovﬁ\House Minority leader Bob Michael

brought along a 1lstppalt1c and Ukrainian prisoners of
conscience,séagnd the Council on Soviet Jewry was alégfawrf
magnificent in making sure that the congressional delegation did
not leave without extensive dat;fon persecuted Jews in the Soviet
Union.

Religious persecution, of course, is not confined to %ﬁr?pﬁ
We see it in Iran, whose leaders have jueé—uﬁgét declaréﬁ%&a;fZ;
the Bahais. We see it in Afghanistan, where the Soviets have
moved against the Mujahadeen. And we see a variation on how to
abuse religious freedom in the Sandinista regime of
Nicaragua.

In Nicaragua, the Sandinista regime is faced with a
politically-active church that -- although it supported the
revolution -- is now considered a major obstacle toucomplab;ruﬂw
totalitarian control. And so the Sandinistas are actively
attempting to discredit and split the church hierarchy. ﬁ;ﬁ area

to be watched, by the way: the Sandinistas, like all communist

regimes, are injecting their ideology into the educational system

and have begun widespread literacy campaigns fhabedicQumiid@risdbn
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indoctrinatgl children and adults. But the Catholic Church is

C de meantain aukereny and keep ot 8
fighting tha»infroéuetieawggbthis indoctrination iRTChurCh_run

schools.

This has not been resolved. Cuba solved the problem by
closing all private schools, including religious schools. So did
Ethiopia.

iu;izgwthe general state of religious liberty in Nicaragua is

e

= ;S g4 Yeapny Lrom Var (e SOVEG lnd&fée e Pe@;w&ﬁw »

suggested by ~}es DX ﬁwniw&he&eJ%
By \ e ceoent iy |Pasndd 4
L pid a pastor of the Evangelical Church in

:

that the Sandinistas had threatened to send the 3,000 members of

his church to relocation camps. The church members are-noew

they asked the

Freedom Fighters to escort them to theAporder. But the Freedom
had 4o refase |
Fighters eeaéd—ﬁen, because they simply could not afford to

support 3,000 people, and all of their needs, during the trip.
—ép?Mor wa& K\Es) eh%rch'wmb«ers ane KD mglmﬁ auk wm me?,_. and emporary @@H;ew;f;,

ce

T‘. S
G Cpugkfrﬁtdf,

(50 eme 5318 TE05 5.

Qggﬁahaxsmandmofmagﬁzi Two Nicaraguan refugees, Sarita and
Oscar Kellerman, have told of the firebombing of their synagogue

by the Sandinistas -- and how they wrote on synagogue and

3t

the Kellerman's home the words, "Jews -- Out of Nicaragqua."
T her T Hank: 7, Nicatagunathase oo F securs to mg anen Yrsd jou Can dae
-We are living in a dramatic sdge. Throughout the world, the &=
= 3

2 £l
=1 E!S! £
machinery of the state is being’EEZJEad, as never before, againsté%"@ggmﬁi
bw o
religious freedom =-- aﬁg(at the same time, throughout the world "2A'*¢,
S . h;é#ﬁ*hh
R \,\ @f“m\‘ , @‘\EIWS: h
. ,\-g;“( 1 P———— rahaien N .'§L:fl$- .
AP Bk we wyst ‘g Gabessre ™= . TE Poesit, vou,
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; ;f vﬁ.& €

keep springing—up;:ii;;lnts of light flash

' , and God is ﬁcnored once agaln.

s 1% .pw gw«&* oy zng aawmdmﬁ& %?ﬁﬁ

Perhaps“that . SR he T theﬂ2~very =

wywu\ wwé i crsioeTE | Mt mateszs !

pressure pseems the force and heat neee?giﬁynier deep !

belief once again burst into flame. 3

new groups of
1n Yo daskpod

out

I believe that the most essential element of our defense of
insishency o Spraiiing eut Lor
freedom is our daéeqfsjei the cause of religious freedom. <Z:§KI i
would like to see this country rededlcate 1tself wholeheartedly

] -faf sown Jer aa &a1ve ~Ha £
to this cause and I aqgithe Pr testant churches of America, )

the Catholic Church, and the Jewish organlzatlonsizg#;emember the

members of their flock who are in prison or in jeopardy in other

W7 us,

We are our brother's keepers And I hope the message will

countries,

go forth, from this conference to prisoners of conscience
throughout the world: "Take heart, you have not been forgotten.
We, your brothers and sisters in God, have made your cause our
cause, and we vow never to relent until you have regained the
freedom that is your birthright as a child of God."

Thank you. God bless all of you.



PRESIDENT'S REMARKS TO RELIGIOUS
LIBERTY CONFERENCE _

Distinguished Guests, Ladies -and Ge_,ntl;efnen:_g;a:~

-

I am both honored and delighted to4have the opportunity to
address this most distinguished Conference on Réliéious
Liberty. I know that a good many of youihave come a long way
,EP attend this Conference, and that all of you have given of
your time, your energy, and above all of your concern to be
here today. I hope that each of you has found the Conference a
productive and memorable experienée. More important, perhaps,
I hope that those now suffering around the world for their
worship of God will draw renewed courage from your works. _

The history of religion and its impact on our civilization
are matters which cannot be summarizedAin a few days, much less
a few minutes., Yet it seems clear to me that one of the
distinguishing feéﬁures of religion--any religion--is its sense
of the sacred. All religions draw a distinction be£ween the

temporal and spiritual spheres. All religions, in effect, echo

the words of the gospel of St. Matthew, Chapter 22, Verse 21:



-

"Render therefore unto Caesar the tﬁidgs which are Caesar's,
and unto God the things which are God's.” What this biblical

injunction teaches us -is that fthe individual cannot be entirely

e T = — -

- p— -

subordinate to the state, that there exists an i;violabie realm
of individual thought and action which is sacred, totally - -
beyond and outside of state control. - g

It is impossible to exaggerate the importance of this idea
in the development of human rights. For only in an -
intellectual climate which sharply distingqguishes between -~
-Caeéar‘s realm and God's realm--and which categorically affirms
the independence of ng's realm, and forbids any infringement
by the state on its prerogatives--only in such a climate could
the ideal of individual human rights take root and_grow and

eventually flourish. _

The connection between religious conviction and human
rights is especially clear in our own American political
tradition. The founders of the American republic rooted their
democratic commitment= in the beliéf that ali men "are endowed
by their Creator with certain inalienagle rights."™ The

Declaration of Independénce invoked "the law of nature and of

nature's God" as the source of the equality of men and the
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rights which belong to them as God's creatures. "To secure
these rights"™, the Declaration Independence continues,

_ "Governments are instituted am~~ - men, deriving their just -

- J—

powers from the consent of the governed."™ Thus, far fr-m
suboidinating the individual to the demands of the state, the
Founding Fathers “created a system of government whose avo;ed
purpose is the protection of the individual's God-given
rights. Indeed;?aemocracy itself may be seen as the political
expression of tﬁéhgreat religious ideal of the equality and
bro£herhood of mankindg.

Bdt what happens if a citizen runs afoul of the system by
refusing to do his duty?

But to all too many {ggimes in_the world today, the notion
that a man or a woman can have a greater loyalty to God than to
the State is totally unacceptable. Atheism is not an
incidental element of their ideolégy, but its core, for their
ruling parties claim for themselveé the attributes of
omnipotence and oﬁhisciencehwhich believers ascribe to God
alone, Totalitarian parties seek-to impose the complete
control of the state over all areas of life, and that which
they cannot control, they try to destroy. For this reason,

totalitarianism can best be understood as a modern form of

idolatry, an attempt to establish the Party as



- God- as the "principal ggjving fgrce" of'com@unist ideology.

-4 -

the final arbiter of truth, justice and morality. Not for

nothing, then, did Alexander Solzhenitsyn identify hatred of

In countries which have fallen under Communist rule, it is
often the Church which fofms the most powerful bulwark against
the consclidation of a totalitarian system. It is not
surprising, then, that totalitarian regimes invariably seeﬁ, as
a matter of the utmost éfiority, either to destroy the Church,
or, if that should provéﬁphysically_impossible, then at least
to gubvert it, to undermine it from within and convert it into
yet another of the State's numerous "transmission belts." We
must unreservedly condemn this attempt to subvert the role of
religion as guardian of man's spirit in God's world.
Similarly, we must condemn the actions of any regime which
attacks the religious authorities and structures for their
defense of human rights. Time after time; when a dictator

seeks to repress free speech or free press, or forbid

-élections, or jail opponents, or cows them with threats or acts

of brutality, it is the voice of religion- that remindg us all
of the values of human life, freedon, and;dignity. Of course
to a dictatorial regime, this will be a challenge, and it will
be denounced as interference in politics. But as long as

religious leaders are simply defending their flocks and
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-reminding the rules of their responsibilities, they are not
interfering in politics; it is the dictators who are

interfering with the dignity and freedom of the individual.

And the ;orst‘iﬁieiférencé by any government is with the right |
of the individual to worship God. You know what is true but
nearly unbelievable: There are Monks and Priests and Ministers
and Imans in jail today, Jews and Christians and Muslims and
Buddhists and Hindus and Bahais foé/worshiping God and
following his laws. (NB: add examé&es of Soviet Christian,
Bahai in Iran, Muslim, Jew, Buddhist (Vietnam)).

They believe in God and He will not fail them. But will
we? Let us therefore rededicate ourselves wholeheartedly to
the cause of religious freedoml Let us prove, in word and deed
alike, that we truly are our brother's keeper. Let our message
go forth from this cdnference to prisoners of conscience
everywhere: "Take heart, you have not been forgotten! We,
your brothers and sisters in God, have made your cause our
cause, and we ;Bw never to relent until all of you have -

regained the freedom that is your birthright to worship in the

"manner of your own choosing, so help us God."

Drafted HA:JShattan
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