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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 4/l 2/B 5 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: C.O .B • TODAY, 4/l 2/ 85 

SUBJECT: REMARKS: DROPBY AT CONFERENCE ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
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Please provide any edits directly to Ben Elliott by c.o.b. today, 
with an information copy to my office. Thank you. 

RESPONSE: 

David L. Chew 
Staff Secretary 

Ext. 2702 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DROPBY AT CONFERENCE ON 
TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 1985 

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 

Thank you very much. 

I am deeply honored to address this conference. I know that 

a good many of you have come a long way to be here today, and I 

know you have given greatly of your time, energy and concern. 

And I can only hope, as you do, that those now suffering around 

the world for their beliefs will draw renewed courage from your 

work. 

The history of religion and its impact on civilization 

cannot be summarized in a few days, never mind minutes. But one 

of the great shared characteristics of all religions is the 

distinction they draw between the temporal world and the 

spiritual world. All religions, in effect, echo the words of the 

gospel of St. Matthew: "Render therefore unto Caesar the things 

which are Caesar's, and unto God the things which are God's." 

What this injunction teaches us is that the individual cannot be 

entirely subordinate to the state, that there exists a whole 

other realm, an almost mysterious realm of individual thought and 

action which is sacred, and which is totally beyond and outside 

of state control. 

This idea has been central to the development of human 

rights. Only in an intellectual climate which distinguishes 

between the City of God and the City of Man -- and which 

explicitly affirms the independence of God's realm, and forbids 

any infringement by the state on its prerogatives only in such 
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a climate could the idea of individual human rights take root, 

grow, and eventually flourish. 

We see this climate in all democracies, and in our own 

political tradition. The founders of our republic rooted their 

democratic commitment in the belief that all men "are endowed by 

their Creator with certain inalienable rights." And so they 

created a system of government whose avowed purpose was -- and 

is -- the protection of those God-given rights. 

But, as all of you know only too well, there are many 

political regimes today that completely reject the notion that a 

man or a woman can have a greater loyalty to God than to the 

state. Marx's central insight, when he was creating his 

political system, was that religious belief would subvert his 

intentions. · Under Marxism, the ruling party was to-claim for 

itself the attributes which religious faith ascribes to God 

alone. Under Marxism, the state was to be the final arbiter of 

truth, justice, and morality. And so Marx declared religion an 

enemy of the people -- a drug, an opiate of the masses. And 

Lenin said, "Religion and communism are incompatible in theory as 

well as in practice . We must fight religion." 

All of this illustrates a truth that I believe must be 

re-understood: atheism is not an incidental element of 

communism, not just part of the package -- it is the package. 

In countries which have fallen under communist rule, it is 

often the church which forms the most powerful barrier against a 

completely totalitarian system. And so, totalitarian regimes 
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always seek either to destroy the church or, when that is 

impossible, to subvert it. 

For the former, we have the Soviet Union, where the church 

was immediately attacked by the communist revolution. This was 

not done without considerable craftiness. The Soviets, bowing to 

Western "squeemishness" about the denial of liberties, often 

characterized their actions as merely defensive. 

In 1945, Josef Stalin met with Harry Hopkins, who had been 

sent by Harry Truman to discuss various East/West problems. In 

the middle of a talk about politics, Stalin interjected the 

following: In 1917, he said, the Russian communist party had 

proclaimed the right of religious freedom as part of their 

political program.· But, he said, the churches of Russia had 

declared the Soviet government anathema, and had called on church 

members to resist the call of the Red Army. Now what could we 

do, said Stalin, but declare war on the church. He assured 

Hopkins, however, that World War Two had ended the church-state 

antagonism and now freedom of religion could be granted to the 

church. 

Well, this, as you know, goes under the heading "The Big 

Lie." But it was told in a typically plaintive and put-upon 

manner, as if there was just no choice; try as we could to reason 

with those cruel and powerful priests, they just wouldn't stop 

attacking us and . so we had to close their churches. 

Well, history has taught us that you can bulldoze a church 

but you can't extinguish all that is good in every human heart. 

And so, in spite of the dangers involved there are Christians 
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throughout the communist world, and Muslims, and Jews, who 

continue to practice their faith. Some of them have been 

imprisoned for their courage. 

There is the late Valery Marchenko, who died in a Soviet 

prison hospital a few short months ago. He was 37 years old, a 

scholar and a Christian who, at his most recent trial, said that 

all of his life he had tried to "serve goodness" which he 

considered to be his "Christian duty." There is Father 

Gleb Yakunin, who was recently sent to Siberia for S years of 

internal exile. He is another prisoner of faith. And 

Vladislav Rakay, recently jailed for helping to distribute bibles 

in Czechoslovakia. These are only a few of many. 

Dr. Ernest Gordon, the President of an organization named 

CREED -- Christian Rescue Effort for the Emancipatidn of 

Dissidents -- noted that on a recent trip to Eastern Europe, he 

spoke with a priest who had spent 10 years in prison. The priest 

asked him to deliver a message to the West: there is a war going 

on; it is not nuclear but spiritual. The fallout of the 

atheistic explosion is everywhere. But Dr. Gordon added, 

"Although the fallout may be everywhere, we are reminded that God 

too is everywhere and not even tyrannies can keep him out." 

We in the United States have protested this terrible abuse 

of people who are nothing less than heroes of the century. Most 

recently, when Congressional leaders met in Moscow with Premier 

Gorbachev, House Minority leader Bob Michel brought along a list 

of Baltic and Ukrainian prisoners of conscience. And the Council 

on Soviet Jewry was magnificent in making sure that the 
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congressional delegation did not leave without extensive data on 

persecuted Jews in the Soviet Union. 

Religious persecution, of course, is not confined to Europe. 

We see it in Iran, whose leaders have declared virtual war on the 

Bahais. We see it in Afghanistan, where the Soviets have moved 

against the Mujahadeen. And we see a variation on how to abuse 

religious freedom in the Sandinista regime of Nicaragua. 

In Nicaragua, the Sandinista regime is faced with a 

politically active church that -- although it supported the 

revolution -- is now considered a major obstacle to complete 

totalitarian control. And so the Sandinistas are actively 

attempting to discredit and split the church hierarchy. One area 

to be watched, by the way: the Sandinistas, like all communist 

regimes, are injecting their ideology into the educational system 

and have begun widespread literacy campaigns to indoctrinate 

children and adults. But the Catholic Church is fighting to 

maintain autonomy and keep this indoctrination out of church-run 

schools. 

This has not been resolved. Cuba solved the problem by 

closing all private schools, including religious schools. So did 

Ethiopia. 

The general state of religious liberty in Nicaragua is 

suggested by testimony from various sources, including refugees. 

We recently learned of a pastor of the Evangelical Church in a 

Nicaraguan town who told the Freedom Fighters that the 

Sandinistas had threatened to send the 3,000 members of his 

church to relocation camps. The pastor and his church members 
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are now hiding out in caves and temporary settlements in the 

countryside. 

May I interject here that stories like this are the reason 

we are asking Congress for aid to help the Freedom Fighters, and 

to help the victims of the Sandinista regime. 

The Sandinistas also harassed Jews. Two Nicaraguan 

refugees, Sarita and Oscar Kellerman, have told of the 

firebombing of their synagogue by the Sandinistas -- and how they 

wrote on the synagogue and the Kellerman's home the words, 

"Jews Out of Nicaragua." 

When I think of Nicaragua these days, it occurs to me anew 

that you can judge any new government, any new regime, by whether 

or not it allows religion to flourish. If it doesn't, you can be 

sure it is an enemy of mankind -- for it is attempting to ban 

what is most beautiful in the human heart. 

But we must not feel despair, because it is not appropriate 

to the times. We are living in a dramatic age. Throughout the 

world, the machinery of the state is being used as never before 

against religious freedom -- but at the same time, throughout the 

world, new groups of believers keep springing up. Points of 

light flash out in the darkness, and God is honored once again. 

Perhaps this is the greatest irony of the communist experiment: 

the very pressure they apply seems to create the force, friction, 

and heat that allow deep belief to once again burst into flame. 

I believe that the most essential element of our defense of 

freedom is our insistence on speaking out for the cause of 

religious liberty. I would like to see this country rededicate 
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itself wholeheartedly to this cause. I join you in your desire 

that the Protestant churches of America, the Catholic Church, and 

the Jewish organizations remember the members of their flock who 

are in prison or in jeopardy in other countries. 

We are our brothers' keepers, all of us. And I hope the 

message will go forth, f+om this conference to prisoners of 

conscience throughout the world: "Take heart, you have not been 

forgotten. We, your brothers and sisters in God, have made your 

cause our cause, and we vow never to relent until you have 

regained the freedom that is your birthright as a child of God." 

Thank you. God bless all of you. 
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Thank you very much. 

I am deeply honored to address this conference. I know that 

a good many of you have come a long way to be here today, and I 

know you have given greatly of your time, energy and concern. 

And I can only hope, as you do, that those now suffering around 

the world for their beliefs will draw renewed courage from your 

work. 

The history of religion and its impact on civilization 

cannot be summarized in a few days, never mind minutes. But one 

of the great shared characteristics of all religions is the 

distinction they draw between the temporal world and the 

spiritual world. All religions, in effect, echo the words of the 

gospel of St. Matthew: "Render therefore unto Caesar the things 

which are Caesar's, and unto God the things which are God's." 

What this injunction teaches us is that the individual cannot be 

entirely ~ubordinate to the state, that there exists a whole 

other realm, an almost mysterious realm of individual thought and 

action which is sacred, and which is totally beyond and outside 

of state control. 

This idea has been central to the development of human 

rights. Only in an intellectual climate which distinguishes 

between the City of God and the City of Man -- and which 

explicitly affirms the independence of God's realm, and forbids 

any infringement by the state on its prerogatives -- only in such 
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a climate could the idea of individual human rights take root, 

grow, and eventually flourish. 

We see this climate in all democracies, and in our own 

political tradition. The founders of our republic rooted their 

democratic commitment in the belief that all men "are endowed by 

their Creator with certain inalienable rights." And so they 

created a system of government whose avowed purpose was -- and 

is -- the protection of those God-given rights. 

But, as all of you know only too well, there are many 

political regimes today that completely reject the notion that a 

man or a woman can have a greater loyalty to God than to the 

state. Marx's central insight, when he was creating his 

political system, was that religious belief would subvert his 

intentions. Under Marxism, the ruling party was to claim for 

itself the attributes which religious faith ascribes to God 

alone. Under Marxism, the state was to be the final arbiter of 

truth, justice, and morality. And so Marx declared religion an 

enemy of the people -- a drug, an opiate of the masses. And 

Lenin said, "Religion and communism are incompatible in theory as 

well as in practice . We must fight religion." 

All of this illustrates a truth that I believe must be 

re-understood: atheism is not an incidental element of 

communism, not just part of the package -- it is the package. 

In countries which have fallen under communist rule, it is 

often the church which forms the most powerful barrier against a 

completely totalitarian system. And so, totalitarian regimes 
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always seek either to destroy the church or, when that is 

impossible, to subvert it. 

For the former, we have the Soviet Union, where the church 

was immediately attacked by the communist revolution. This was 

not done without considerable craftiness. The Soviets, bowing to 

Western "squeemishness" about the denial of liberties, often 

characterized their actions as merely defensive. 

In 1945, Josef Stalin met with Harry Hopkins, who had been 

sent by Harry Truman to discuss various East/West problems. In 

the middle of a talk about politics, Stalin interjected the 

following: In 1917, he said, the Russian communist party had 

proclaimed the right of religious freedom as part of their 

political program. But, he said, the churches of Russia had 

declared the Soviet government anathema, and had called on church 

members to resist the call of the Red Army. Now what could we 

do, said Stalin, but declare war on the church. He assured 

Hopkins, however, that World War Two had ended the church-state 

antagonism and now freedom of religion could be granted to the 

church. 

Well, this, as you know, goes under the heading "The Big 

Lie." But it was told in a typically plaintive and put-upon 

manner, as if there was just no choice; try as we could to reason 

with those cruel and powerful priests, they just wouldn't stop 

attacking us and so we had to close their churches. 

Well, history has taught us that you can bulldoze a church 

but you can't extinguish all that is good in every human heart. 

And so, in spite of the dangers involved there are Christians 
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throughout the communist world, and Muslims, and Jews, who 

continue to practice their faith. Some of them have been 

imprisoned for their courage. 

There is the late Valery Marchenko, who died in a Soviet 

prison hospital a few short months ago. He was 37 years old, a 

scholar and a Christian who, at his most recent trial, said that 

all of his life he had tried to "serve goodness" which he 

considered to be his "Christian duty." There is Father 

Gleb Yakunin, who was recently sent to Siberia for 5 years of 

internal exile. He is another prisoner of faith. And 

Vladislav Rakay, recently jailed for helping to distribute bibles 

in Czechoslovakia. These are only a few of many. 

Dr. Ernest Gordon, the President of an organization named 

CREED -- Christian Rescue Effort for the Emancipation of 

Dissidents -- noted that on a recent trip to Eastern Europe, he 

spoke with a priest who had spent 10 years in prison. The priest 

asked him to deliver a message to the West: there is a war going 

on; it is not nuclear but spiritual. The fallout of the 

atheistic explosion is everywhere. But Dr. Gordon added, 

"Although the fallout may be everywhere, we are reminded that God 

too is everywhere and not even tyrannies can keep him out." 

We in the United States have protested this terrible abuse 

of people who are nothing less than heroes of the century. Most 

recently, when Congressional leaders met in Moscow with Premier 

Gorbachev, House Minority leader Bob Michel brought along a list 

of Baltic and Ukrainian prisoners of conscience. And the Council 

on Soviet Jewry was magnificent in making sure that the 
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congressional delegation did not leave without extensive data on 

persecuted Jews in the Soviet Union. 

Religious persecution, of course, is not confined to Europe. 

We see it in Iran, whose leaders have declared virtual war on the 

Bahais. We see it in Afghanistan, where the Soviets have moved 

against the Mujahadeen. And we see a variation on how to abuse 

religious freedom in the Sandinista regime of Nicaragua. 

In Nicaragua, the Sandinista regime is faced with a 

politically active church that -- although it supported the 

revolution -- is now considered a major obstacle to complete 

totalitarian control. And so the Sandinistas are actively 

attempting to discredit and split the church hierarchy. One area 

to be watched, by the way: the Sandinistas, like all communist 

regimes, are injecting their ideology into the educational system 

and have begun widespread literacy campaigns to indoctrinate 

children and adults. But the Catholic Church is fighting to 

maintain autonomy and keep this indoctrination out of church-run 

schools. 

This has not been resolved. Cuba solved the problem by 

closing all private schools, including religious schools. So did 

Ethiopia. 

The general state of religious liberty in Nicaragua is 

suggested by testimony from various sources, including refugees. 

We recently learned of a pastor of the Evangelical Church in a 

Nicaraguan town who told the Freedom Fighters that the 

Sandinistas had threatened to send the 3,000 members of his 

church to relocation camps. The pastor and his church members 
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are now hiding out in caves and temporary settlements in the 

countryside. 

May I interject here that stories like this are the reason 

we are asking Congress for aid to help the Freedom Fighters, and 

to help the victims of the Sandinista regime. 

The Sandinistas also harassed Jews. Two Nicaraguan 

refugees, Sarita and Oscar Kellerman, have told of the 

firebombing of their synagogue by the Sandinistas ~- and how they 

wrote on the synagogue and the Kellerman's home the words, 

"Jews Out of Nicaragua." 

When I think of Nicaragua these days, it occurs to me anew 

that you can judge any new government, any new regime, by whether 

or not it allows religion to flourish. If it doesn't, you can be 

sure it is an enemy of mankind -- for it is attempting to ban 

what is most beautiful in the human heart. 

But we must not feel despair, because it is not appropriate 

to the times. We are living in a dramatic age. Throughout the 

world, the machinery of the state is being used as never before 

against religious freedom -- but at the same time, throughout the 

world, new groups of believers keep springing up. Points of 

light flash out in the darkness, and God is honored once again. 

Perhaps this is the greatest irony of the communist experiment: 

the very pressure they apply seems to create the force, friction, 

and heat that allow deep belief to once again burst into flame. 

I believe that the most essential element of our defense of 

freedom is our insistence on speaking out for the cause of 

religious liberty. I would like to see this country rededicate 
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itself wholeheartedly to this cause. I join you in your desire 

that the Protestant churches of America, the Catholic Church, and 

the Jewish organizations remember the members of their flock who 

are in prison or in jeopardy in other countries. 

We are our brothers' keepers, all of us. And I hope the 

message will go forth, from this conference to prisoners of 

conscience throughout the world: "Take heart, you have not been 

forgotten. We, your brothers and sisters in God, have made your 

cause our cause, and we vow never to relent until you have 

regained the freedom that is your birthright as a child of God." 

Thank you. God bless all of you. 
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Please provide any edits directly to Ben Elliott by c.o.b. today, 
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RESPONSE: 

David L. Chew 
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10:00 a.m. _ 

• - ·"" i,, n - - - -
- PRESIDENTiAL ~REMARKS: DROPBY AT CONFERENC~ ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 

TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 1985 

Thank you _very much. 
~ :!5-. _.s:,:_ ~. _r--~ - • ...- - --

I am deeply honored to address this conference. 
-- .... -

I know that 

a good many of you have come a long way to be here today, and I 

know you have given greatLy of your time, . energy and concern. 

And I can only hope, as you do, that those now suffering around 

the world for their beliefs will draw renewed courage from your 

work. 

The history of religion and its impact on civilization 

cannot be summarized in a few days, never mind minutes. But one 

of the great shared characteristics of all religions is the 

distinction they draw between the temporal world and the 

spiritual world. All religions, in effect, echo the words of the 

gospel of St. Matthew: "Render therefore unto Caesar the things 

which are Caesar's, and unto God the things which are God's." 

What this injunction teaches us is that the individual cannot be 

entirely subordinate to th~ state, that there exists a whoie ,,,. 

other realm, an almost mysterious realm of individual thought and 

action which is sacred, and which is totally beyond and outside 

of state control. 

This idea has been central to the development of human 

rights. Only in an intellectual climate which distinguishes 

between the City of God and the City of Man -- and which 

explicitly affirms the independence of God's realm, and forbids 

any infringement by the state on its prerogatives -- only in such 
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- ·a climate could the idea of individual human rights take root, 

grow, and eventuai~y flourish. 

We -see this climate in all democracies, and in our own 

political tradition. The founders of our republic rooted their 
-

de1i;cr~~ic commitment in the-- belief that all-men •ia;~~-endowed by 

their Creator with certain inalienable ri_ghts. " · And so they 

created a _ system of government ~hose avowed purpose was -- and 

is -- the protection of those God-given rights. 

But, as all of you know only too well, there are many 

political regimes today that completely reject the notion that a 

an 

enemy of the people -- a drug, an opiate of the masses. And 

Lenin said,~_ "Religion and communism are incompatible in theory as 

well as in practice. We must fight religion." 

All of this illustrates a truth that I believe must be 

re-understood: atheism is not an incidental el~~t .of ~~J 1 \..._ ""'°" ~ , ... ~ __, 
commu._ni~IP-t ~!__just part of the pac6k{f! -- it i°M""he package, 11' cf-->-'-
~v,GA ~~..,4:,-\,~ ~~fsVu...,~ A.-.. !::.I\'-' 

In countries which have fallen under communist rule, it is 

often the church which forms the most powerful barrier against~ 

lt' °:' \,~ ~ J r ompletely totalitarian system. And so, totalitarian regimes 
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~ \.i ti k f"''-""''~ 
~ t~q/,... 

""'-- 0/l~'.c....+~ 
c6 ~ ~l-.dZ.,,.._ 

always seek either to destroy the church or, when that is ~ ~~~ 
,,..,t_..,.,,~ ,._,\~tilt¼ -

impossible, to subvert it. 

was 

Soviet Unio~where e church 

immediately attacked by the ~ommunist revolution, .(;ii':" • : 911 

_.,a· 7 i -:ht alias= - -- L • t<~~kl I sn fti-1220§) The Soviets~ -111111-­

( 

7 I SP± z n ,,.,~J 
tliC isn· 7 2 J ·1 :4:.:1,_ often 

characterized their actions as merely defensive. 

In 1945, Josef Stalin met with Harry Hopkins, who had been 

sent by Harry Truman to discuss various East/West problems. In 

the middle of a talk about politics, Stalin interjected the 

following: In 1917, he said, the Russian communist party had 

proclaimed the right of religious freedom as part of their 

political program. But, he said, the churches of Russia had 

declared the Soviet government anathema, and had called on church 

members to resist the call of the Red Army. Now what could we 

do, said Stalin, but declare war on the church. He assured 

3 
I 

Well, history has taught us that you can bulldoze a church 

but you can't extinguish all that is good in every human heart. 

And so, 

it~ 
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throughout the communist world, and Muslims, and Jews, who 
-

continue to pract1ce their faith. Some of them have been 

imprisoned for their courage. 

There is the late Valery Marchenko, who died in a Soviet 
-- -

prison hospital a few short months ago. He was 37 years old, a 

scholar and a Christian who, at his most recent trial, said that 

r all of his life he had tried to "serve goodness" which he 

considered to be his "Christian duty." There is Father 

Gleb Yakunin, who was recently sent to Siberia for 5 years of 

internal exile. He is another prisoner of faith. And 

Vladislav Rakay, recently jailed for helping to distribute bibles 

in Czechoslovakia. These are only a few of many. 

t -
'0.J 

Dr. Ernest Gordon, the President of an organization named 

CREED -- Christian Rescue Effort for the Emancipation of 

Dissidents -- noted that on a recent trip to Eastern Europe, he 

spoke with a priest who had spent 10 years in prison. The priest 

-asked him to deliver a message to the ~: there is a war going 

1

J on; it is not nuclear but spiritual. allout of the 

)'r' \• theisti c - e xp1ostm1 i = e -,e r"f'•he£~ ut· Dr. Gordon added, 

"Although the fallout may be everywhere, we are reminded that God 

too is everywhere and not even tyrannies can keep him out." 

We in the United States have protested this terrible abuse 

of people who are nothing less than heroes of the century. Most 

j~ recently, when Congressional leaders 

~ ~ chev, House Minority leader Bob 

met in Moscow with ~& · c~ 

Michel brought along a list 

of Baltic and Ukrainian prisoners of conscience. And the Council 

on Soviet Jewry was magnificent in making sure that the 
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_ congE al delegation did not leave 

Gt - ~ews in the Soviet Union-. 

without extensive data on - -
_'r;err;,,.,,_ 

Religious persecution, of course, is not confined to Europe. 

~ We see it in Iran, whose leaders have declared virtua 

·eaha.!1 - .We se~ it ip - Aigha ni stai'i, ·where the soVi ~ ~ ....... ,...,_ 
re.s~'4 +- ,\\e,.. .... s,~t, ,,_.el - • a,e•1c.. At14,~ ti.• If.":!. 

aga i 2d E tlw: I j l wkm.l\ And we see a variation on how 

religious freedom in the Sandinista regime of Nicaragua. 

In Nicaragua, the Sandinista regime is faced with a 

politically active church that -- although it supported the 

revolution -- is now considered a major obstacle to complete 

totalitarian control. And so the Sandinistas are actively 

attempting to discredit and split the church hierarchy. One area 

to be watched, by the way: the Sandinistas, like all communist 

regimes, are injecting their ideology into the educational system 

and have begun widespread~ ••- a;paigns to indoctrinate 

children and adults. - But the Catholic Church is fighting to 

maintain autonomy and keep this indoctrination out of church-run 

This has not oeen resolved. Cuba soLved the problem by 

closing all p~ivate schools, including religious schools. So did 

Ethiopia. 

The general state of religious liberty in Nicaragua is 

suggested by testimony from various sources, including refugees. 

We recently learned of a pastor of the Evangelical Church in a 

Nicaraguan town who told the Freedom Fighters that the 

Sandinistas had threatened to send the 3,000 members of his 

church to relocation camps. The pastor and his church members 
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are now hiding out in caves and temporary settlements ih the 

countryside. 

May I interject here that stories like this are the reason 

we are asking Congress for aid to help the FrJedom Fighters, a~d:_ 
- -~ --=- ---- - _:_ '_y:;.... 

to help the victims of the Sandinista regime. 

The Sandinistas also harassed Jews. Two Nicaraguan 

refugees, Sarita and Oscar Kellerman, have told- of the 

firebombing of their synagogue by· the Sandinistas -- and how they 

wrote on the synagogue and the Kellerman's home the words, 

"Jews Out of Nicaragua." · 

When I think of Nicaragua these days, it occurs to me anew 

that you can judge any new government, any new regime, by whether 

or not it allows religion to flourish. If it doesn't, you can be 

sure it is an enemy of mankind -- for it is attempting to ban 

what is most beautiful in the human heart. 

But we must not feel despair, because it is not appropriate 

to the times. We are living in a dramatic age. Throughout the 

world, the machinery of the state is being used as never before 
. 

against religious freedom~- but at,,the same time, ·throughout the 

world, new groups of believers keep springing up. Points of 

light flash out in the darkness, and God is honored once again. 

Perhaps this is the greatest irony of the communist experiment: 

the very pressure they apply seems to create the force, friction, 

and heat that allow deep belief to once again burst into flame. 

I believe that the most essential element of our defense of 

freedom is our insistence on speaking out for the cause of 

religious liberty. I would like to see this country rededicate 



itself wholeheartedly to this cause. - I join you in your desire 

tfiat the Protes~ant churches or America, the Catholic Church, and 

the Jewish organizations remember the members of their flock who 

are in prison or i_!l jeopardy in ~ther countries. 

We are our brothers' keepers, all of us~ And I hope the 

message will _go forth, from this conference to prisoners of 

conscience throughout the wo~ld: "Take heart, you have not been 

forgotten. We, your brothers and sisters in God, have made your 

cause our cause, and we vow never to relent until you have 

regained the freedom that is your birthright as a child of God." 

Thank you. God bless all of you. 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DROPBY AT CONFERENCE ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 1985 

Thank you very much. 

I am deeply honored to address this conference. I know that 

a good many of you have come a long way to be here today, and I 

know you have given greatly of your time, energy and concern. 

And I can only hope, as you do, that those now suffering around 

the world for their beliefs will draw renewed courage from your 

work. 

The history of religion and its impact on civilization 

cannot be summarized in a few days, never mind minutes. But one 

of the great shared characteristics of all religions is the 

distinction they draw between the temporal world and the 

spiritual world. All religions, in effect, echo the words of the 

gospel of St. Matthew: "Render therefore unto Caesar the things 

which are Caesar's, and unto God the things which are God's." 

What this injunction teaches us is that the individual cannot be 

entirely subordinate to the state, that there exists a whole 

other realm, an almost mysterious realm of individual thought and 

action which is sacred, and which is totally beyond and outside 

of state control. 

This idea has been central to the development of human 

rights. Only in an intellectual climate which distinguishes 

between the City of God and the City of Man -- and which 

explicitly affirms the independence of God's realm, and forbids 

any infringement by the state on its prerogatives -- only in such 
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a climate could the idea of individual human rights take root, 

grow, and eventually flourish. 

We see this climate in all democracies, and in our own 

political tradition. The founders of our republic rooted their 

democratic commitment in the belief that all men "are endowed by 

their Creator with certain inalienable rights." And so they 

created a system of government whose avowed purpose was -- and 

is -- the protection of those God-given rights. 

But, as all of you know only too well, there are many 

political regimes today that completely reject the notion that a 

man or a woman can have a greater loyalty to God than to the 

state. Marx's central insight, when he was creating his 

political system, was that religious belief would subvert his 

intentions. Under Marxism, the ruling party was to claim for 

itself the attributes which religious faith ascribes to God 

alone. Under Marxism, the state was to be the final arbiter of 

truth, justice, and morality. And so Marx declared religion an 

enemy of the people -- a drug, an opiate of the masses. And 

Lenin said, "Religion and communism are incompatible in theory as 

well as in practice ... We must fight religion." 

All of this illustrates a truth that I believe must be 

re-understood: atheism is not an incidental element of 

communism, not just part of the package -- it is the package. 

In countries which have fallen under communist rule, it is 

often the church which forms the most powerful barrier against a 

completely totalitarian system. And so, totalitarian regimes 
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always seek either to destroy the church or, when that is 

impossible, to subvert it. 

For the former, we have the Soviet Union, where the church 

was immediately attacked by the communist revolution. This was 

not done without considerable craftiness. The Soviets, bowing to 

Western "squeemishness" about the denial of liberties, often 

characterized their actions as merely defensive. 

In 1945, Josef Stalin met with Harry Hopkins, who had been 

sent by Harry Truman to discuss various East/West problems. In 

the middle of a talk about politics, Stalin interjected the 

following: In 1917, he said, the Russian communist party had 

proclaimed the right of religious freedom as part of their 

political program. But, he said, the churches of Russia had 

declared the Soviet government anathema, and had called on church 

members to resist the call of the Red Army. Now what could we 

do, said Stalin, but declare war on the church. He assured 

Hopkins, however, that World War Two had ended the church-state 

antagonism and now freedom of religion could be granted to the 

church. 

Well, this, as you know, goes under the heading "The Big 

Lie." But it was told in a typically plaintive and put-upon 

manner, as if there was just no choice; try as we could to reason 

with those cruel and powerful priests, they just wouldn't stop 

attacking us and so we had to close their churches. 

Well, history has taught us that you can bulldoze a church 

but you can't extinguish all that is good in every human heart. 

And so, in spite of the dangers involved there are Christians 
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throughout the communist world, and Muslims, and Jews, who 

continue to practice their faith. Some of them have been 

imprisoned for their courage. 

There is the late Valery Marchenko, who died in a Soviet 

prison hospital a few short months ago. He was 37 •years old, a 

scholar and a Christian who, at his most recent trial, said that 

all of his life he had tried to "serve goodness" which he 

considered to be his "Christian duty." There is Father 

Gleb Yakunin, who was recently sent to Siberia for 5 years of 

internal exile. He is another prisoner of faith. And 

Vladislav Rakay, recently jailed for helping to distribute bibles 

in Czechoslovakia. These are only a few of many. 

Dr. Ernest Gordon, the President of an organization named 

CREED -- Christian Rescue Effort for the Emancipation of 

Dissidents -- noted that on a recent trip to Eastern Europe, he 

spoke with a priest who had spent 10 years in prison. The priest 

asked him to deliver a message to the West: there is a war going 

on; it is not nuclear but spiritual. The fallout of the 

atheistic explosion is everywhere. But Dr. Gordon added, 

"Although the fallout may be everywhere, we are reminded that God 

too is everywhere and not even tyrannies can keep him out." 

We in the United States have protested this terrible abuse 

of people who are nothing less than heroes of the century. Most 

recently, when Congressional leaders met in Moscow with Premier 

Gorbachev, House Minority leader Bob Michel brought along a list 

of Baltic and Ukrainian prisoners of conscience. And the Council 

on Soviet Jewry was magnificent in making sure that the 
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congressional delegation did not leave without extensive data on 

persecuted Jews in the Soviet Union. 

Religious persecution, of course, is not confined to Europe. 

We see it in Iran, whose leaders have declared virtual war on the 

Bahais. We see it in Afghanistan, where the Soviets have moved 

against the Mujahadeen. And we see a variation on how to abuse 

religious freedom in the Sandinista regime of Nicaragua. 

In Nicaragua, the Sandinista regime is faced with a 

politically active church that -- although it supported the 

revolution -- is now considered a major obstacle to complete 

totalitarian control. And so the Sandinistas are actively 

attempting to discredit and split the church hierarchy. One area 

to be watched, by the way: the Sandinistas, like all communist 

regimes, are injecting their ideology into the educational system 

and have begun widespread literacy campaigns to indoctrinate 

children and adults. But the Catholic Church is fighting to 

maintain autonomy and keep this indoctrination out of church-run 

schools. 

This has not been resolved. Cuba solved the problem by 

closing all private schools, including religious schools. So did 

Ethiopia. 

The general state of religious liberty in Nicaragua is 

suggested by testimony from various sources, including refugees. 

We recently learned of a pastor of the Evangelical Church in a 

Nicaraguan town who told the Freedom Fighters that the 

Sandinistas had threatened to send the 3,000 members of his 

church to relocation camps. The pastor and his church members 
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are now hiding out in caves and temporary settlements in the 

countryside. 

May I interject here that stories like this are the reason 

we are asking Congress for aid to help the Freedom Fighters, and 

to help the victims of the Sandinista regime. 

The Sandinistas also harassed Jews. Two Nicaraguan 

refugees, Sarita and Oscar Kellerman, have told of the 

firebombing of their synagogue by the Sandinistas -- and how they 

wrote on the synagogue and the Kellerman's home the words, 

"Jews Out of Nicaragua." 

When I think of Nicaragua these days, it occurs to me anew 

that you can judge any new government, any new regime, by whether 

or not it allows religion to flourish. If it doesn't, you can be 

sure it is an enemy of mankind -- for it is attempting to ban 

what is most beautiful in the human heart. 

But we must not feel despair, because it is not appropriate 

to the times. We are living in a dramatic age. Throughout the 

world, the machinery of the state is being used as never before 

against religious freedom -- but at the same time, throughout the 

world, new groups of believers keep springing up. Points of 

light flash out in the darkness, and God is honored once again. 

Perhaps this is the greatest irony of the communist experiment: 

the very pressure they apply seems to create the force, friction, 

and heat that allow deep belief to once again burst into flame. 

I believe that the most essential element of our defense of 

freedom is our insistence on speaking out for the cause of 

religious liberty. I would like to see this country rededicate 
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itself wholeheartedly to this cause. I join you in your desire 

that the Protestant churches of America, the Catholic Church, and 

the Jewish organizations remember the members of their flock who 

are in prison or in jeopardy in other countries. 

We are our brothers' keepers, all of us. And I hope the 

message will go forth, from this conference to prisoners of 

conscience throughout the world: "Take heart, you have not been 

forgotten. We, your brothers and sisters in God, have made your 

cause our cause, and we vow never to relent until you have 

regained the freedom that is your birthright as a child of God." 

Thank you. God bless all of you. 
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itself wholeheartedly to this cause. I join you in your desire 

that the Protestant churches of America, the Catholic Church, and 

the Jewish organizations remember the members of their flock who 

are in prison or in jeopardy in other countries. 

We are our brotherfr} keepers, all of us. And I hope the 

message will go forth, from this conference to prisoners of 

conscience throughout the world: "Take heart, you have not been 

forgotten. We, your brothers and sisters in God, have made your 

cause our cause, and we vow never to relent until you have 

regained the freedom that is your birthright as a child of God." 

Thank you. God bless all of you. 



(Noonan/6£ 
April fi, 1985 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DROPBY ,AT CONFERENCE ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 1985 

Thank you very much. 

I am deeply honored to address this conference. I know that 

a good many of you have come a long way to be here today, and I 

know you have given greatly of your time, energy and concern. 

And I can only hope, as you do, that those· now suffering around 

the world for their beliefs will draw renewed courage from your 

work. 

The history of religion and its impact on civilization 

cannot be summarized in a few days, never mind minutes. But one 

of the great shared characteristics of all religions is the 

distinction they draw between the temporal world and the 

spiritual world. All religions, in effect, echo the words of the 

gospel of St. Matthew: "Render therefore unto Caesar the things 

which are Caesar's, and unto God the things which are God's." 

What this injun~tion teaches us is that the individual cannot be 

entirely subordinate to the state, that there exists a whole 

other realm, an almost mysterious realm of individual thought and 

action which is sacred, and which is totally beyond and outside 
<; 

of state control. 

This idea has been central to the development of human 

rights. Only in an intellectual climate which distinguishes 

between the City of God and the City of Man -- and which 

explicitly affirms the independence of God's realm, and forbids 

any infringement by the state on its prerogatives -- only in such 
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a climate could the idea of individual human rights take root,. 

grow, and eventually flourish. 

We see this climate in all democractes, and in our own 

political 'tradition. The founders of our republic rooted their 

democratic commitment in the belief that all men "are endowed by 

their Creator with certain inalienable ~ights." ~A f~~R/4e~ 

created a system of government whose avowed purpose was -- and 
#.<JS~ _,/ 

is -- the protection of t.1-lo inai~~aQa]:J; God-given rights. -
But, as all of you know only too yell, there are many 

political regimes today that completely reject the notion that a 

man or a woman can have a greater loyalty -to God than to the 

state. Marx's central insight, when he was creating his 

political system, was that religious belief would subvert his 

intentions. Under Marxism, the ruling party was to claim for 

itself the attributes which religious faith ascribes to God 

alone. Under Marxism, the state was to be the final arbiter of 

truth, justice, and morality. And so Marx declared religion an 

enemy of the people -- a drug, an opiate of the masses. And 

Lenin said, "Religion and communism are incompatible in theory as 

well as in practice . We must fight religion." 

All of this illustrates a truth that I believe must be 
,; 

re-understood: atheism is not an incidental element of 

communism, not just part of the package -- it is the package. 

In countries which have fallen under communist rule, it is 

often the church which forms the most powerful barrier against a 

completely totalitarian system. And so, totalitarian regimes 



Page 3 

always seek either to destroy the church or, when that is 

impossible, to subvert it. 

For the former, we have the 

I~~ was by the communist revolution . 
.cl.l \.C..Ot1!t~r'll-tci (..f 

Soviet Onion, where the church 

-h~~ This wa; 2 ,t::i:ev-ed 

~ith~ craftiness. The Soviets, bowing to Western 

"squeemishness" about the denial of liberties, often 

characterized their actions as merely defensive. 

In 1945, Josef Stalin met with Harry Hopkins, who had been 

sent by Harry Truman to discuss various East/West problems. In 

the middle of a talk about politics, Stalin interjected the 

following: In 1917, he said, the Russian -communist party had 

proclaimed the right of religious freedom as part of their 

political program. But, he said, the churches of Russia had 

declared the Soviet government anathema, and had called on church 

members to resist the call of the Red Army. Now what could we 

do, said Stalin, but declare war on the church. He assured 

Hopkins ·,. however, that World War Two had ended the church-state 

antagonjsm and now freedom of religion could be granted to the 

church. 

WeJ.l, this, as you know, goes under the heading "The Big 

Lie." But it was told in a typically plaintive and put-upon 

manner, as if there was just no choice; try as we could to reason 

with those cruel and powerful priests, they just wouldn't stop 

attacking us and so we had to close . their churches. 

Well, history has taught us that you can bulldoze a church 

but you can't extinguish all that is good in every human heart. 

And so, in spite of the dangers involved there are Christians 
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throughout the communist world~ and Muslims, and Jews, who 

continue to practice their faith. Some of them have been 

imprisoned for their courage. 

There is the late Valery Marchenko, who died f Yoviet 

prison hospital a few short months ago. He was 37/ years old,~ 

scholar and a Christian who, at his most recept trial, said that 

all of his life he had tried to "serve goodness" which he 

considered to be his "Christian duty." There is Father 

Gleb Yakunin, who was recently sent to Sibeya for 5 years of 

internal e x ile. He is another prisoner of :fa:-ith. And 

Vladi~lav Rakay, recently jailed for helping to distribute bibl~s 

in Czechoslovakia. These are only a few of many. 

Dr. Ernest Gordon, the President of an organization named 

CREED -- Christian Rescue Effort for the Emancipation of 

Dissidents -- noted that on a recent trip to Eastern Europe, he 

spoke with a priest who had spent 10 years in priso~. The priest 

asked him to deliver a message to the West: there is a war going 

on; it is not nuclear but spiritual. The fallout of the 

atheistic explosion is everywhere. But Dr. Gordon added, 

"Although the fallout may be everywhere, we are reminded that God 

too is everywhere and not even tyrannies can keep him out." 

We in the United States have protested this terrible abuse 
I'\{ 't)~+­

of people who are nothing less than heroes of. the century. 3oa 
V'ec::,eA\.--\- ly> , =-<" 
~y know t~when ~ Congressional leaders met in Moscow with 

Premier Gorbach6 v ;i;eecnu;i, House Minority leader Bob Micht ei y.l" 
brought along a list_ of Baltic and Ukrainian prisoners of 

conscience. And the Council on Soviet Jewry was magnificent in 
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making sure that the congressional delegation did not leave 

without extensive data on persecuted jews in the Soviet Union. 

Religious persecution, of course, is not confined to Europe . 
. 

We see it in Iran, whose leaders have declared virtual war on the 

Bahais. We see it in Afghanistan, where the Soviets have moved 

against the Mujahadeen. And we see a variation on how to abuse 

religious freedom in the Sandinista regime of Nicaragua. 

In Nicaragua, the Sandinista regime is faced with a 

/ politically~a ctive church that -- although it supported the 

,,.,,,- revolution -- is now considered a ma⇒ or obstacle to complete 

total'i tarian control. And so the Sandini stas are actively 

attempting to discredit and split the church hierarchy. One area 

to be watched, by the way: the Sandinistas, like all communist 

regimes, are injecting their ideology into the educational system 

and have begun widespread literacy campaigns to indoctrinate 

children and adults. But the Catholic Church is fighting to 

maintain autonomy and keep this indoctrination out of church-run 

schools. 

This has not been resolved. Cuba solved the problem by 

closing all private schools, including religious schools. So did 

Ethiopia. 

The general state of religious liberty in Nicaragua is 

suggested by testimony from various sources, including refugees. 

We recently learned of a pastor of the Evangelical Church in a 

Nicaraguan town who told the Freedom Fighters that the 

Sandinistas had threatened to send the 3,000 members of his 

church to relocation camps. ..wk? ci.1ttrch. rncmbera &0@ie.@ei t;g f:l:09-
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Reeds, during tl::l.Q i;p' 

~ The pastor and his church members are now hiding out in 

'if' caves and temporary settlements in the countryside. ~ 
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firebombing of their synagogue by the Sandinistas _:.:::,- and how they 

wrote on the synagogue and the Kellerman's home the' words, 

"Jews· Out of Nicaragua." 

When I think of Nicaragua these days, it occurs to me anew 

you can judge any new government, any new regime, by whether 

or not it allows religion to flourish. If it doesn't, you can be 

sure it is an enemy of mankind -- for it is attempting to ban 

what is most beautiful in the human heart. 

iSk:.1~ But we must not feel despair, because it is not appropriate ~t ~,JI to the times. We are living in a dramatic age. Throughout the 
1 . .of p__,- ( r->(!') u v,cl iw:i, I n~) 
~~v world, the machinery of the state is being used as never before 

~ fr~-r ft~~,\-eA~J against religious freedom -- but at the same time, throughout the 

Q.Nld \o world, new groups of believers keep springingt up. Points of 

}iz,l p-11-e 
c;.k.,~ 

Vl ~ Perhaps this is the greatest irony of the communist experiment: 
fl> i. • fr-,c...·h~ 
~-w\\5'1....- the very pressure they apply seems to create the fo~and heat 

'ffL.• (A._\\ &-I,() -ro ,e18' • that make~ deep beliefAonce again burst into flame. 

light flash out in the darkness, and God is honored once again. 

I believe that the most essential element of our defense of 

freedom is our insistence on speaking out for the cause of 
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religious SQQ/:.::'· I would like to see this country rededicate 

itself wholeheartedly to this cause. I join you in your desire 

that the Protestant churches of America, _the Catholic Church, and 

the Jewish organizations remember the ~embers of their flock who 

are in prison or in jeopardy in other countries. 

' We are our brother's keepers, all of us. And I hope the 

message will go forth, from this conference to prisoners of 

conscience throughout the world: "Take heart, you have not been 

f9rgotten. We, your brothers and sisters in God, have made your 

cause our cause, and we vow never to relent until you have 

regai~ed the freedom that is your birthright as a child of God." 

Thank you. God bless all of you. 



(Noonan) 
April 11, 1985 
draft, 5:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DROPBY AT CONFERENCE ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 1985 

Thank you very much. 

I am deeply honored to address this conference. I know that 

a good many of you have come a long way to be here today, and I 

know you have given greatly of your time, energy and concern. 

And I can only hope, as you do, that those now suffering around 

the world for their beliefs will draw renewed courage from your // 

work. .,,./'" 

The history of religion and its impact on civilization 

cannot be summarized in a few days, never mind minutes. But one 

of the great shared characteristics of all religions is the 

distinction they draw between the temporal world and the 

spiritual world. All religions, in effect, echo the words of the 

gospel of St. Matthew: "Render therefore unto Caesar the things 

which are Caesar's, and unto God the things which are God's." 

What this injunction teaches us is that the individual cannot be 

entirely subordinate to the state, that there exists a whole 

other realm, an almost mysterious realm of individual thought and 

action which is sacred, and which is totally beyond and outside 

of state control. 

This idea has been central to the development of human 

rights. Only in an intellectual climate which distinguishes 

between the City of God and the City of Man -- and which 

explicitly affirms the independence of God's realm, and forbids 

any infringement by the state on its prerogatives -- only in such 
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a climate could the idea of individual human rights take root, 

grow, and eventually flourish. 

We see this climate in all democrac~es, ~nd in our own 

political 'tradition. The founders of our republic rooted their 

democratic commitment in the belief that all men "are endowed by 

their Creator with certain inalienable rights." The founders 

created a system Df government whose avowed purpose was -- and 

is -- the protec~ion of the individual's God-given rights. 

But, as alY__,.,-0f you know only too well, there are many 

political regime-s-- today that completely reject the notion that a 

man or a woman can have a greater loyalty -to God than to the 

state. Marx's central insight, when he was creating his 

political system, was that religious belief would subvert his 

intentions. Under Marxism, the ruling party was to claim for 

itself the attributes which religious faith ascribes to God 

alone. Under Marxism, the state was to be the final arbiter of 

truth, justice, and morality. And so Marx declared religion an 

enemy of the people -- a drug, an _?piate of the masses. And 

Lenin said, "Religion and communism are incompatible in theory as 

well as in practice . We must fight religion." 

All of this illustrates a truth that I believe must be 

re-understood: atheism is not an incidental element of 

communism, not just part of the package -- it is the package. 

In countries which have fallen under communist rule, it is 

often the church which forms the most powerful barrier against a 

completely totalitarian system. And so, totalitarian regimes 
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always seek either to destroy the church or, when that is 

impossible, to subvert it. 

For the former, we have the Soviet Union, where the church 
. 

was destroyed by the communist revolution. This was not achieved 

without some craftiness. The Soviets, bowing to Western 

"squeamishness" about the denial of liberties, often 

characterized their actions as merely defensive. 

In 1945, Josef Stalin met with Harry Hopkins, who had been 

sent by Harry Truman to discuss various East/West problems. In 

the middle of a talk about politics, Stalin interjected the 

following: In 1917, he said, the Russian communist party had 

proclaimed the right of religious freedom as part of their 

political program. But, he said, the churches of Russia had 

declared the Soviet government anathema, and had called on church 

members to resist the call of the Red Army. Now what could we 

do, said Stalin, but declare war on the church. He assured 

Hopkins, however, that World War Two had ended the church-state 

antagonism and now freedom of religion could be granted to the 

church. 

Well, this, as you know, goes under the heading "The Big 

Lie." But it was told in a typically plaintive and put-upon 

manner, as if there was just no choice; try as we could to reason 

with those cruel and powerful priests, they just wouldn't stop 

attacking us and so we had to close their churches. 

Well, history has taught us that you can bulldoze a church 

but you can't extinguish all that is good in every human heart. 

And so, in spite of the dangers involved there are Christians 
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throughout the communist world; and Muslims, and Jews, who 

continue to practice their faith. Some of them have been 

imprisoned for their courage. 

' 
There is the late Valery Marchenko, who died in a Soviet 

prison hospital a few short months ago. He was 37-years old,~ 

scholar and a Christian ; who, at his most recent trial, said that 

all of his life he had tried to "serve goodness" which he 

considered to be his "Christian duty." There is Father 

Gleb Yakunin, who was )."~cently sent to Siberia for 5 years of 

internal exile. He i&-'clnother prisoner of faith. And 

Vladi~lav Rakay, recently jailed for helping to distribute bibles 

in Czechoslovakia. These are only .a few of many. 

Dr. Ernest Gordon, the President of an organization named 

CREED -- Christian Rescue Effort for the Emancipation of 

Dissidents -- noted that on a recent trip to Eastern Europe, he 

spoke with a priest who had spent 10 years in prison. The priest 

asked him to deliver a message to the W~st: there is a war going 

on; it is not nuclear but spiritual. The fallout of the 

atheistic explosion is everywhere. But Dr. Gordon added, 

"Although the fallout may be everywhere, we are reminded that God 

too is everywhere and not even tyrannies can keep him out." 

We in the United States have protested this terrible abuse 

of people who are nothing less than heroes of the century. You 

may know that when the Congressional leaders met in Moscow with 

Premier Gorbachov recently, House Minority leader Bob Michael 

brought along a list_ of Baltic and Ukrainian prisoners of 

conscience. And the Council on Soviet Jewry was magnificent in 



Page 5 

making sure that the congressional delegation did not leave 

without extensive data on persecuted jews in the Soviet Union. 

Religious persecution, of course, is not confined to Europe. 

We see it ~n Iran, whose leaders have declared virtual war on the 

Bahais. We see it in Afghanistan, where the Soviets have moved 

against the Mujahadeen. And we see a variation on how to abuse 

religious freedom in the Sandinista regime of Nicaragua. 

In Nicaragua, the Sandinista regime is faced with a 

politically-active church that -- although it supported the 

revolution -- is now considered a major obstacle to complete 

total~tarian control. And so the Sandinistas are actively 

attempting to discredit and split the church hierarchy. One area 

to be watched, by the way: the Sandinistas, like all communist 

regimes, are injecting their ideology into the educational system 

and have begun widespread literacy campaigns to indoctrinate 

children and adults. But the Catholic Church is fighting to 

maintain autonomy and keep this indoctrination out of church-run 

schools. 

This has -not been resolved. Cuba solved the problem by 

closing all private schools, including religious schools. So did 

Ethiopia. 

The general state of religious liberty in Nicaragua is 

suggested by testimony from various sources, including refugees. 

We recently learned .of a pastor of the Evangelical Church in a 

Nicaraguan town who told the Freedom Fighters that the 

Sandinistas had threatened to send the 3,000 members of his 

church to relocation camps. The church members decided to flee 
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Nicaragua, and they asked the Freedom Fighters to escort them to 

the border. But the Freedom Fighters had to refuse, because they 

simply could not afford to support 3,000 _people, and all of their 

' 
needs, during the trip. 

The pastor and his church members are now hiding out in 

caves and temporary settlements in the countryside. 

The Sandinistas ar~ also harrasing Jews. Two Nicaraguan 

refugees, Sarita and Oscar Kellerman, have· told of the 

firebombing of their synagogJle by the Sandinistas -- and how they 

wrote on the synagogue and We Kellerman's home the words, 

"Jewi Out of Nicaragua." 

When I think of Nicaragua these days, it occurs to me anew 

that you can judge any new government, any new regime, by whether 

or .not it allows religion to flourish. If it doesn't, you can be 

sure it is an enemy of mankind -- for it is attempting to ban 

what is most beautiful in the human heart. 

But we must not feel despair, because it "is not appropriate 

to the times. We are living in a dramatic ag~~ Throughout the 

world, the machinery of the state is being used as never before 

against religious freedom -- but at the same time, throughout the 

world, new groups of believers keep springing-up. Points of 

light flash out in the darkness, and God is honored once again. 

Perhaps this is the greatest irony of the communist experiment: 

the very pressure they apply seems to create the force and heat 

that makes deep belief once again burst into flame. 

I believe that the most essential element of our defense of 

freedom is our insistence on speaking out for the cause of 



Page 7 

religious freedom. I would like to see this country rededicate 

itself wholeheartedly to this cause. I join you in your desire 

that the Protestant churches of America, _the Catholic Church, and 

the Jewish organizations remember the members of their flock who 

are in prison or in jeopardy in other countries. 

We are our brother's keepers, all of us. And I hope the 

message will go forth, from this conference to prisoners of 

conscience throughout the world: "Take heart, you have not been 

forgotten. We, your brothers and sisters in God, have made your 

cause our cause, and we vow never to relent until you have 

regai~ed the freedom that is your birthright as a child of God." 

Thank you. God bless all of you. 



(Noonan) 
April 11, 1985 
draft, 5:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DROPBY AT CONFERENCE ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 1985 

Thank you very much. 

I am deeply honored to address this conference. I know that 

a good many of you have come a long way to be here today, and I 

know you have given greatly of your time, energy and concern. 

And I can only hope, as you do, that those now suffering around 

the world for their beliefs will draw renewed courage from your 

work. 

The history of religion and its impact on civilization 

cannot be summarized in a few days, never mind minutes. But one 

of the great shared characteristics of all religions is the 

distinction they draw between the temporal world and the 

spiritual world. All religions, in effect, echo the words of the 

gospel of St. Matthew: "Render therefore unto Caesar the things 

which are Caesar's, and unto God the things which are God's." 

What this injun~tion teaches us is that the individual cannot be 

entirely subordinate to the state, that there exists a whole 

other realm, an almost mysterious realm of individual thought and 

action which is sacred, and which is totally beyond and outside 

of state control. 

This idea has been central to the development of human 

rights. Only in an intellectual climate which distinguishes 

between the City of God and the City of Man -- and which 

explicitly affirms the independence of God's realm, and forbids 

any infringement by the state on its prerogatives -- only in such 
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a climate could the idea of individual human rights take root, 

grow, and eventually flourish. 

We see this climate in all democracies, and in our own 

political tradition. The founders of our republic rooted their 

democratic commitment in the belief that all men "are endowed by 

their Creator with certain inalienable rights." The founders 

created a system of government whose avowed purpose was -- and 

is -- the protection of the individual's God-given rights. 

But, as all of you know only too well, there are many 

political regimes today that completely reject the notion that a 

man or a woman can have a greater loyalty to God than to the 

state. Marx's central insight, when he was creating his 

political system, was that religious belief would subvert his 

intentions. Under Marxism, the ruling party was to claim for 

itself the attributes which religious faith ascribes to God 

alone. Under Marxism, the state was to be the final arbiter of 

truth, justice, and morality. And so Marx declared religion an 

enemy of the people -- a drug, an opiate of the masses. And 

Lenin said, "Religion and communism are incompatible in theory as 

well as in practice. We must fight religion." 

All of this illustrates a truth that I believe must be 

re-understood: atheism is not an incidental element of 

communism, not just part of the package -- it is the package. 

In countries which have fallen under communist rule, it is 

often the church which forms the most powerful barrier against a 

completely totalitarian system. And so, totalitarian regimes 
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always seek either to destroy the church or, when that is 

impossible, to subvert it. 

For the former, we have the Soviet Union, where the church 

was destroyed by the communist revolution. This was not achieved 

without some craftiness. The Soviets, bowing to Western 

"squeemishness" about the denial of liberties, often 

characterized their actions as merely defensive. 

In 1945, Josef Stalin met with Harry Hopkins, who had been 

sent by Harry Truman to discuss various East/West problems. In 

the middle of a talk about politics, Stalin interjected the 

following: In 1917, he said, the Russian communist party had 

proclaimed the right of religious freedom as part of their 

political program. But, he said, the churches of Russia had 

declared the Soviet government anathema, and had called on church 

members to resist the call of the Red Army. Now what could we 

do, said Stalin, but declare war on the church. He assured 

Hopkins, however, that World War Two had ended the church-state 

antagonism and now freedom of religion could be granted to the 

church. 

Well, this, as you know, goes under the heading "The Big 

Lie." But it was told in a typically plaintive and put-upon 

manner, as if there was just no choice; try as we could to reason 

with those cruel and powerful priests, they just wouldn't stop 

attacking us and so we had to close their churches. 

Well, history has taught us that you can bulldoze a church 

but you can't extinguish all that is good in every human heart. 

And so, in spite of the dangers involved there are Christians 



Page 4 

throughout the communist world, and Muslims, and Jews, who 

continue to practice their faith. Some of them have been 

imprisoned for their courage. 

There is the late Valery Marchenko, who died in a Soviet 

prison hospital a few short months ago. He was 37-years old, a 

scholar and a Christian who, at his most recent trial, said that 

all of his life he had tried to "serve goodness" which he 

considered to be his "Christian duty." There is Father 

Gleb Yakunin, who was recently sent to Siberia for 5 years of 

internal exile. He is another prisoner of faith. And 

Vladislav Rakay, recently jailed for helping to distribute bibles 

in Czechoslovakia. These are only a few of many. 

Dr. Ernest Gordon, the President of an organization named 

CREED -- Christian Rescue Effort for the Emancipation of 

Dissidents -- noted that on a recent trip to Eastern Europe, he 

spoke with a priest who had spent 10 years in prison. The priest 

asked him to deliver a message to the West: there is a war going 

on; it is not nuclear but spiritual. The fallout of the 

atheistic explosion is everywhere. But Dr. Gordon added, 

"Although the fallout may be everywhere, we are reminded that God 

too is everywhere and not even tyrannies can keep him out." 

We in the United States have protested this terrible abuse 

of people who are nothing less than heroes of the century. You 

may know that when the Congressional leaders met in Moscow with 

Premier Gorbachev recently, House Minority leader Bob Michael 

brought along a list of Baltic and Ukrainian prisoners of 

conscience. And the Council on Soviet Jewry was magnificent in 
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making sure that the congressional delegation did not leave 

without extensive data on persecuted Jews in the Soviet Union. 

Religious persecution, of course, is not confined to Europe. 

We see it in Iran, whose leaders have declared virtual war on the 

Bahais. We see it in Afghanistan, where the Soviets have moved 

against the Mujahadeen. And we see a variation on how to abuse 

religious freedom in the Sandinista regime of Nicaragua. 

In Nicaragua, the Sandinista regime is faced with a 

politically-active church that -- although it supported the 

revolution -- is now considered a major obstacle to complete 

totalitarian control. And so the Sandinistas are actively 

attempting to discredit and split the church hierarchy. One area 

to be watched, by the way: the Sandinistas, like all communist 

regimes, are injecting their ideology into the educational system 

and have begun widespread literacy campaigns to indoctrinate 

children and adults. But the Catholic Church is fighting to 

maintain autonomy and keep this indoctrination out of church-run 

schools. 

This has not been resolved. Cuba solved the problem by 

closing all private schools, including religious schools. So did 

Ethiopia. 

The general state of religious liberty in Nicaragua is 

suggested by testimony from various sources, including refugees. 

We recently learned of a pastor of the Evangelical Church in a 

Nicaraguan town who told the Freedom Fighters that the 

Sandinistas had threatened to send the 3,000 members of his 

church to relocation camps. The church members decided to flee 
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Nicaragua, and they asked the Freedom Fighters to escort them to 

the border. But the Freedom Fighters had to refuse, because they 

simply could not afford to support 3,000 people, and all of their 

needs, during the trip. 

The pastor and his church members are now hiding out in 

caves and temporary settlements in the countryside. 

The Sandinistas are also harrasing Jews. Two Nicaraguan 

refugees, Sarita and Oscar Kellerman, have told of the 

firebombing of their synagogue by the Sandinistas -- and how they 

wrote on the synagogue and the Kellerman's home the words, 

"Jews Out of Nicaragua." 

When I think of Nicaragua these days, it occurs to me anew 

that you can judge any new government, any new regime, by whether 

or not it allows religion to flourish. If it doesn't, you can be 

sure it is an enemy of mankind -- for it is attempting to ban 

what is most beautiful in the human heart. 

But we must not feel despair, because it is not appropriate 

to the times. We are living in a dramatic age. Throughout the 

world, the machinery of the state is being used as never before 

against religious freedom -- but at the same time, throughout the 

world, new groups of believers keep springing-up. Points of 

light flash out in the darkness, and God is honored once again. 

Perhaps this is the greatest irony of the communist experiment: 

the very pressure they apply seems to create the force and heat 

that makes deep belief once again burst into flame. 

I believe that the most essential element of our defense of 

freedom is our insistence on speaking out for the cause of 
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religious freedom. I would like to see this country rededicate 

itself wholeheartedly to this cause. I join you in your desire 

that the Protestant churches of America, the Catholic Church, and 

the Jewish organizations remember the members of their flock who 

are in prison or in jeopardy in other countries. 

We are our brother's keepers, all of us. And I hope the 

message will go forth, from this conference to prisoners of 

conscience throughout the world: "Take heart, you have not been 

forgotten. We, your brothers and sisters in God, have made your 

cause our cause, and we vow never to relent until you have 

regained the freedom that is your birthright as a child of God." 

Thank you. God bless all of you. 



(Noonan) 
April 11, 1985 
draft, 3:30 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DROPBY AT CONFERENCE ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 1985 

Thank you very much. 

I am deeply honored to address this conference. I know that 

a good many of you have come a long way to be here today, and I 

know you have given greatly of your time, energy and concern. 

And I can only hope, as you do, that those now suffering around 

the world for their beliefs will draw renewed courage from your 

work. 

The history of religion and its impact on civilization 

cannot be summarized in a few days, never mind minutes. But one 

of the great shared characteristics of all religions is the 

distinction they draw between the temporal world and the 

spiritual world. All religions, in effect, echo the words of the 

gospel of St. Matthew: "Render therefore unto Caesar the things 

which are Caesar's, and unto God the things which are God's." 

What this injunction teaches us is that the individual cannot be 

entirely subordinate to the state, that there exists a whole 

other realm, an almost mysterious realm of individual thought and 

action which is sacred, and which is totally beyond and outside 

of state control. 

This idea has been central to the development of human 

rights. Only in an intellectual climate which distinguishes 

between the City of God and the City of Man -- and which 

explicitly affirms the independence of God's realm, and forbids 

any infringement by the state on its prerogatives -- only in such 
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a climate could the idea of individual human rights take root, 

grow, and eventually flourish. 

We see this climate in all democracies, and in our own 

political tradition. The founders of our republic rooted their 

democratic commitment in the belief that all men "are endowed by 

their Creator with certain inalienable rights." The founders 

created a system of government whose avowed purpose was -- and 

is -- the protection of the individual's God-given rights. 

,~ih-J~t~_) But, a ~ ou k-ft.&w on y too well, there are many political 

regimes today that completely reject the notion that a man or a 

woman can have a greater· loyalty to God than to the state. 

Marx's central insight, when - he was creating his political 

system, was that religious belief would subvert his intentions. 

Under Marxism, the ruling party was to claim for itself the 

attributes which religious faith ascribes to God alone. Under 

Marxism, the state was to be the final arbiter of truth, justice, ~ 

C@&J orality .- tJ.Q~ And so Marx declared religion an enemy of 

the peop~e -- a drug, an opiate 1 the masses. And Lenin said, 

"Religion and communism are incompatible in theory as well as in 

practice We must fight religion." 

All of this illustrates a truth that I belive must be 

re-understood: atheism is not an incidental element of 

communism, not just part of the package -- it is the package. 

In countries which have fallen under communist rule, it is 

often the church which forms the most powerful barrier against a 

completely totalitarian system. And so, totalitarian regimes 
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always seek either to destroy the church or, when that is 

impossible, to subvert it. 

For the former, we have the Soviet Union, where the church 

was destroyed by the communist revolution. This was not achieved 

without some craftiness. The Soviets, bowing to Western 

"squeemishness" about the denial of liberties, often characterized 

their actions as merely defensive. 

In 1945, Josef Stalin met with Harry Hopkins, who had been 

sent by Harry Truman to discuss various East/West problems. In 

the middle of a talk about politics, Stalin interjected the 

following: in 1917, he said, the Russian communist party had 
O 
~ 

:!: ~ IAt v{ •H.a,.,\ ft< (s{·it.:A.X / ' 
proclaimed the right of religious freedom as Vo&e of ~RO pQ-Wlt~ o.i--
~ ) ~I!-~•'-> 

khett program. But~the churches of Russia had declared the 

Soviet government anathema, and had called on church members :aer· 

t-0 pay tanes .. ~to resist the call of the Red Army. Now what 

could we do, said Stalin, but declare war on the church. He 

assured Hopkins, however, that World War Two had ended the 

church-state antagonism and now freedom of religion could be 

granted to the church. 

Well, 

Lie." But 

this, as you know, goes under the heading "The Big 
w Q.il -\ 'i e IC:t. u1 

iH.IPe!l!Y,& it ~ told in a':t!"l!~ plaintive and put-upon 

manner, as if there was just no choice; try as we could to reason 

with those cruel and powerful priests, they just wouldn't stop 

attacking us and so we had to close their churches. 

Well, history has taught us that you can bulldoze a church 

but you can't extinguish all that is good in every human heart. 

And so, in spite of the dangers involved there are Christians 
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throughout the communist world, and Muslims, and Jews, who 

continue to practice their faith. Some of them have been 

imprisoned for their courage. 

There is the late Valery Marchenko, who died in a Soviet 

prison hospital a few short months ago. He was 37-years old, a 

scholar and a Christian who, at his most recent trial, said that 

all of his life he had tried to "serve goodness" which he 

considered to be his "Christian duty." There is Father 

Gleb Yakunin, who was recently sent to Siberia for 5 years of 

internal exile. He is another prisoner of faith. And 

Vladislav Rakay, recently jailed for helping to distribute bibles 

in Czechoslovakia. These are only a few of many. 

Dr. Ernest Gordon, the President of an organization named 

CREED -- Christian Rescue Effort for the Emancipation of 

Dissidents -- noted that on a recent trip to Eastern Europe, he 

spoke with a priest who had spent 10 years in prison. The priest 

asked him to deliver a message to the West: there is a war going 

on; it is not nuclear but spiritual. The fall-out of the 

atheistic explosion is everywhere. But Dr. Gordon added, 

"Although the fallout may be everywhere, we are reminded that God 

too is everywhere and not even tyrannies can keep him out." 

We in the United States have protested this terrible abuse 

-\·~ ..,L 
of people who are nothing less than heroes of~ century. You (' 

may know that when the Congressional leaders met in Moscow with 

Premier Gorbachev recentlyJ House Minority leader Bob Michael ;>(. 
brought along a list of Baltic and Ukrainian prisoners of 

conscience. And the Council on Soviet Jewry was magnificent in 
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making sure that the congressional delegation did not leave 

without extensive data on persecuted Jews in the Soviet Union. 

Religious persecution, of course, is not confined to Europe. 

We see it in Iran, whose leaders have declared virtual war on the 

Bahais. We see it in Afghanistan, where the Soviets have moved 

against the Mujahadeen. And we see a variation on how to abuse 

religious freedom in the Sandinista regime of Nicaragua. 

In Nicaragua, the Sandinista regime is faced with a 

politically-active church that -- although it supported the 
c~rtd~t.. ~ 

revolution -- is now considered a major obstacle to~totalitarian ,-·-

control. And so the Sandinistas are actively attempting to 

discredit and split the church hierarchy. One area to be 

watched, by the way: the Sandinistas, like all communist 

regimes, are injecting their ideology into the educational system 

and have begun widespread literacy campaigns to indoctrinate 

children and adults. But the Catholic Church is fighting to 

maintain autonomy and keep this indoctrination out of church-run 

schools. 

This has not been resolved. Cuba solved the problem by 

closing all private schools, including religious schools. So did 

Ethiopia. 

The general state of religious liberty in Nicaragua is 

suggested by testimony from various sources, including refugees. 

We recently learned of a pastor of the Evangelical Church in a 

Nicaraguan town who told the Freedom Fighters that the 

Sandinistas had threatened to send the 3,000 members of his 

church to relocation camps. The church members decided to flee 
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Nicaragua, and they asked the Freedom Fighters to escort them to 

the border. But the Freedom Fighters had to refuse, because they 

simply could not afford to support 3,000 people, and all of their 

needs, during the trip. 

The pastor and his church members are now hiding out in 

caves and temporary settlements in the countryside. 

The Sandinistas are also harrasing Jews. Two Nicaraguan 

refugees, Sarita and Oscar Kellerman, have told of the 

firebombing of their synagogue by the Sandinistas -- and how they 

wrote on the synagogue and the Kellerman's home the words, 

"Jews Out of Nicaragua." 

When I think of Nicaragua these days, it occurs to me anew 

that you can judge an,~ew government, any new regime, by 

whether or not it allows religion to flourish. If it doesn't, 

you can be sure it is an enemy of mankind -- for it is attempting 

to ban what is most beautiful in the human heart. 
~~ec~ 

But we must not feel despairf\it is not appropriate to the 

times. We are living in a dramatic age. Throughout the world, 

the machinery of the state is being \(.~?sear;;;. never beforer· 

against religious freedom -- but at the same time, throughout the 

world}new groups of believers keep springing-up. Points of light 

flash out in the darkness, and God is honored once again. 

Perhaps this is the greatest irony of the communist experiment: 

the very pressure they apply seems to create the force and heat 
s 

that makef\_deep belief once again burst into flame. 

I believe that the most essential element of our defense of 

freedom is our insistence on speaking out for the cause of 

X 



Page 7 

religious freedom. I would like to see this country rededicate 

itself wholeheartedly to this cause. I join you in your desire 

that the Protestant churches of America, the Catholic Church, and 

the Jewish organizations remember the members of their flock who 

are in prison or in jeopardy in other countries. 

We are~r brother's keepers, all of us. And I hope the 

message will go forth, from this conference to prisoners of 

conscience throughout the world: "Take heart, you have not been 

forgotten. We, your brothers and sisters in God, have made your 

cause our cause, and we vow never to relent until you have 

regained the freedom that is your birthright as a child of God." 

Thank you. God bless all of you. 



(Noonan) 
April 11, 1985 
draft 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DROPBY AT CONFERENCE ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 1985 

Thank you very much. 

I a«-:~~ored to aave th& o:ppeF:tittni L~ address this 

Conference~o~ Reli~ieue Li~er~~~ I know that a good many of you 
:r: ~ ~ -

have come a long way to be here ~oday, and tQat iJJ Pt: you have 
r::;..y ~ - S e.~ -

gi v~n ~re~tly of your time}~ energy and concern. 1--llo-pe 4;08!'1:: · 
tr~ e,l~ J a.o 'f_e..._ ~ , J. ,r, ;.J 

~o-£---¥ou--h,a.s- •ff)'tlfl6. ':ehe-~· be prodaet ~ Mand 

he-lpfal •• aRa, lllS58 ~lftl'09~,ii,Ri&ap ~~those now suffering around 

the world for their beliefs will draw renewed courage from your 

work. 

The history of religion and its impact on civilization 
1-'\-E. V-':_ I M.t 1t1.d. 

cannot be summarized in a few days, mYea le~s,1t__~ minutes. 
6 n..a ri +i.... ~~ c:;.t-i~J r ~ e;... 

.l thi~k ene Qf tbs &@n~~&l cha~eris~s of·ifeligionS- sf 

~olig±on~s the distinction~ draw~ between the temporal 

world and the spiritual world. All religions, in effect, echo 

But 

the words of the gospel of St. Matthew: "Render therefore unto 

Caesar the things which are Caesar's, and unto God the things 

which are God's." What this injunction teaches us is that the 

individual cannot be entirely subordinate to the state, that 

there exists a whole other realm, an almost mysterAous 
oNt-cJI 

individual thought and action which is sacred)~which 

beyond and outside of state control. 

realm of 

is totally 

This idea has been central to the development of human 

rights. Only in an intellectual climate which distinguishes 

between the City of God and the City of Man -- and which 
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explicitly affirms the independence of God's realm, and forbids 

any infringement by the state on its prerogatives -- only in such 

a climate could the idea(of individual human rights take roo) 

::;f''growJ and eventually flourish. , ri 
c.,l 1 ~ e r/\ a, l\ J..tWPU« • eA ; ~Ol 

We see ~in our own political tradition. The founders of 

our republic rooted their democratic commitment in the belief 

that all men "are endowed by their Creator with certain 

inalienable rights." A.Ba ~~he founders created a system of 
~ 

government whose avowed purpose was -- and is -- the protection 

of the individual Is God-given rights. -r-ha:ppeii f.o '"Teel that-

aemom::ae:r i,.tsel f ,;:,aR, be il&&a .s .. tA& dj i;ect pelH!i.eal cxpfess'i'on 

of tb& reli~iew.s, i<Jea] 5 of ,egn..li.ilily 11M ie111otbeasaooil fol a'fl""-

mankind. ·-

But, as you know only too well, there are many political 

regimes today that completely reject the notion that a man or a 

woman can have a greater loyalty to God than to the state. 

Marx's central insight, when he was creating his political 
r,e.\.l~\C,,.'l/:) be.,\1~ s.l.lb v E?.$+ Y\1:$ ,~-e~1D'l'l,.,.'.}<tf u~ M.r-)'t't~I#\, 

system, was that ~&lj!iem would ee e~s¥&~£j~e @i tao et@t@t, ~ 
+kA. wQ..A ~ / 
Mai;;:x::i st ruling party wguJ d, h¥ ie"!!" 1utret!r8',, claim )for itself the 

attributes 0£ emRi~e~e~ which religious faith ascribes to God 
\) r,(:1.0(" Y'l\ o..rj. \S )1A..) \ v ~-1 .,~-t:, b,,,, J.~ ~ • 

alone. f..;"(he state :i.,s.,.al~~('i'Ii;';;'.i"''<arb·fur of truth, justice, 
.fi ~ SD )'l\a.v ')t 

morality -- not God. 'ilA& t:hirrg to do, he P@&eesee., 1,,as t:'d 
d 

declare~religion an enemy of the people -- a drug, an opiate for 

the masses.~nin,_.ef ee.,nse, aqreed. ::r said, "Religion and 

communism are incompatible in theory as well as in p~actic~ ... ,J 

r;D f:\-\~ 6'l i ~tS l\ \ 1J 'r:, "l (4CT «<, o... .-\;;~ 41--tl\.l :r: h"' he>~ <JAY-n· 

We must fight religion. " lJ Aaa t:bit is ·u~ atheism is not an <ff"~e.-v-,.,k~-

incidental element of communism, not just part of the package;-- • 
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it is the package, H is ~ba oe<e of ebiidllmtisj """'°"" ""li<tien 

~e Pal ei. ei Wa:t:iaijw _int~t_t!ye};i ",!c.~.s>.~~~f)·.,~~h¥-·," 

i,,Q sa Wa.~0&ib, m ... Q la e • . ,beb i aa..-a~ -cros&··'YiiWilQ...J-&a: ;i,ft>t,~ "~~t 

i + ... .S.iilr¥,S,..,j,.a fa ~J;; ll~,~..nn • la rger:""-bhan,,-.,,a--mar,e,-., ~Ail:i:-t-i·©aJ-, ,. 
~~ .. ~· • .~~~ ~ 

,¢.'("<·, 

~_Ji."t.em,,.,} 

In countries which have fallen under communist rule, it is 

~ 
often the c~urch which . forms the most powerful Q\ll1;i~al?k. against 
Cz- C~ fle. .. ha.. '/ ~ 
the egi:1.&oJjd.atien 0£~ totalitarian system. And so, totalitarian 

regimes always seek either to destroy the church or, when that is 

impossible , to subvert it ~ -1;~;.t;l.~sun...Jt1ii,.c0~ss:1u1 bJ:W:sr:ee:.Xr:.tt;.....Jj1.Jt ........ --t~ee-titi!'IB:'Ei&~e~r!l!lm!Hi.11-tH~e!!""":ttr' t:-:°T 

In 1945, Josef Stalin met with Harry Hopkins, who had been 
~ 

Va.)/ I fr',.1,14 
sent by Harry Truman to discuss seRl~ "!Jil!!leli.sii.~ East/West problems. 

In the middle of a talk about politics, Stalin interjected the 
'C#(" Y\-e .tk\16.) 

following: ~ in 1917,lthe Russian communist party had 
~ I\ 

proclaimed the right of religious freedom as one of the points of 

their program. But the churches of Russia had declared the 

Soviet government anathema j.:::r;nd had called on church members 

not to pay taxes and to resist the call of the Red Army. Now 

what could we do, said Stalin, but declare war on the church. 
~ ; ~ov.:>tl) ~- r J 
M ~ assured HopkinsA.,that World War Two had ended the 
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church-state antagonism and now freedom of religion could be 

granted to the church. 

Well, this, as you know, goes under the heading "The Big 

Lie." But always it is told in a rather .. a ~ plaintive ~ pvt--vrcm 
manner, as if there was just no choicej try as we could to reason 

with those cruel and powerful priests) they just wouldn't stop 
c..los~ c"'vf ~ • 

attacking us and so we had to~ their r.aligiaR.-
~; h1-,..\-t:Jri ~ ~vt\\.-k 0S,.--tVlct\.~ 

• 4!aa ~'SJ i ~ you can bulldoze a church but you can't 

extinguish all that is good in every human heart. And so, in 

spite of the dangers involved there are Christians throughout the 

communist world, and Muslims, and Jews, who continue to practice 
lt\o..,\le .b.¥\. 1lM(:'frS~(.\ ~,e.f"~t,A G-en.,A~ ~, 

their faith. Some of them cHr@ 19Fi sciQOKi8 ► paepl@ si .rhom l oa kl"fOw 

~ 
-(~ t ~ ...\1-.t>. ttJ;- td>("' 
-¥0Q- ~ -e&ltb:t ~1:11ew4J'f Valery Marchenko, who died in a Soviet 

s~+-
prison hospital a fewfmonths ago. He was 37-years old, a scholar 

and a Christian who, at his most recent trial, said that all of 

his life he had tried to "serve goodness" which he considered to 

be his "Christian duty." ~& ~~-t. know~ Father 

Gleb Yakunin, who was recently sent to Siberia for 5 years of 

internal exile. He is another prisoner of faith. And 

Vladislav Rakay, recently jailed for helping to distribute bibles 

in Czechoslovakia. --f"~ D..N! e~ A t'-e-w 9 ~1• 
Dr. Ernest Gordon, the President of an organization named 

CREED -- Christian Rescue Effort for the Emancipation of 

Dissidents -- noted that on a recent trip to Eastern Europe, he 

spoke with a priest who had spent 10 years in prison. The priest 

asked him to deliver a message to the West: there is a war going 
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on: it is not nuclear but spiritual. The fall-out of the 

atheistic explosion is everywhere. But Dr. Gordon added, 

"Although the fallout may be everywhere, we are reminded that God 

too is everywhere and not even tyrannies can keep him out." 

we in the United States have protested this terrible abuse 

of people who are nothing less than heroes of this century. 
~o.J 'N4)/ ~.~ 
1! ~ 

·•·••:re· \~~·-s 
~l?P:Y to.. ra~ that when the :i;ecerrt cQ._ngressional acleg1els±eu met 

"Pf¼!.Y"\(e/\ (€!..(..~--t't j ---

in Moscow with~ Gorbachov_r...House Minority leader Bob Michael 

h : ~1· k ' ' ' f broug t along a list~Ba tic and U ra1n1an prisoners o 

conscience.E~nd the Council on Soviet Jewry was~ 
..::---

magnificent in making sure that the congressional delegation did 
Q./ 

not leave without extensive dat"-. on persecuted Jews in the Soviet 

Union. 

Religious persecution, of course, is not confined tov:J.~-~c• 

We see it in Iran, whose leaders have j~et ~Q declare<lf'~ar on 

the Bahais. We see it in Afghanistan, where the Soviets have 

moved against the Mujahadeen. And we see a variation on how to 

abuse religious freedom in the Sandinista regime of 

Nicaragua. 

In Nicaragua, the Sandinista regime is faced with a 

politically-active church that -- although it supported the 

revolution -- is now considered a major obstacle to~ 

totalitarian control. And so the Sandinistas are actively 
C)\,e 

attempting to discredit and split the church hierarchy. ,-. area 

to be watched, by the way: the Sandinistas, like all communist 

regimes, are injecting their ideology into the educational system 
i'l:> 

and have begun widespread literacy campaigns tbat arQ a uay ri 
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indoctrinat~ children and adults. But the Catholic Church is 
-\'f> ~\de),\" ~~'Y\Ol'Wy ~ lae.p iriJ· ~ 

fighting t-bG intr,eraQ6il;li.ii.~~~ this indoctrination '7\'church-run 

schools. 

This has not been resolved. Cuba solved the problem by 

closing all private schools, including religious schools. So did 

Ethiopia. 

~tre general state of religious liberty in Nicaragua is 
~.; ..\- e,.,tf (W1..r;;+-j t,z,,,v,1,. \lp:-l'"lln4a s.ov<t:..6t!J \f'ld~o --''3 r-~,lYr~'4 _, , .. 

suggested by wnat .we ai:-e---3:~:~!~9, ··o-f ~-,.l~:Cl en.ce. . of. XbQSe• $\--
. _. / ~\J::::_E.. , b :.:. !" 11,1, ) ~f.l'ct, ,M~ 
~ T-~;;;?-~a past6r of the Evangelical Church in 

a Nicaraguan town :E eei:rmot sa.1 "'ftrteft 91'. whetE!!, 1'@eua.se ~ 

",OJ ../ c.rm-i--ti j,eepet:Ild.i.1/JS t~oid ;.a lanier e4° the Freedom Fighters 

that the Sandinistas had threatened to send the 3,000 members of 

his church to relocation camps. The church members are now 

~~~~~-;~{!itNglc:~y ;;rs' Using caves _;at in i:he 

oe\n~.trysiee,-, 'i'h:ey W'a:~iee to Hondurae am they asked the 
.\-\ ONW rttA 

Freedom Fighters to escort them to the~border. But the Freedom 
W+or~"f.e , 

Fighters eoYli r-,, because they simply could not afford to 

support 3,000 people, and all of their needs, during the trip. 
~ 1'~.t>f' ~ 1-\\s thurd\ ~~r.s CVY r,.oc;O i,,..u~ .. ~ 6v..:J:- \YI. t:A.1!€4 ~ .+e~c.f'1A.V"'f 

We may; r,et et Jli\iie ite ~fteiiRi li!IN i~t9ift'&!L8RS-, idu,•IJh, :lihil!iQll(§R 
:fP 'fW? $.'a,,v,d,,I'\ \. ·a.q ~(2 ~t:' htV,.4 !;.$ I~ 0-~~ 

thei~ per9is~en~• aft& w••~re~g:hcesssren~ae, aR!•liem~• fflld 

p~lleX:fi . and...of .J= Two Nicaraguan refugees, Sari ta and 

Oscar Kellerman, have told of the firebombing of their synagogue 

by the Sandinistas -- and how they wrote on ~l synagogue and 

the Kellerman' s home the words, "Jews -:.: Out of Nicaragua.~ •~.1- e: . ,.A.-.. 
1-f~ J:: *"'~ ~ 1--t,~~--\ ~ cl~ ...,.- tia.urs to~. t!l.V-€1i.) ~ ~ 0

"" «.+\ J···••~l 
.... we are living in a dramatic........ Throughout the world, the ~'I. 

-,;=-- ~ e eJ, ~ew 
machinery of the state is being '¼~~Qra, as never before, against ~t>V<eft\~~ 

b ' ~'f h€W 
religious freedom -- b~t at the same time, throughout the world ~'..NJ) 

--·- ----~ b\l ~M:.~ 
~~--· ---- "' bl< M l.. * .,_,\\,o i,µ,S 

"'1>'+ \ ri:a \~1t>"'l ·+ti-.,, ~ lt-~os.h, 
~B>~ l,.)Q W'-~ct 1k ,~ \ .~~~ .. ' '?t;.. Jrd.oe:.. .... J.., ~ 

{'~\ 0<~\(") ~- t,~ )I,_ ~ l:S QII'\ e.111e'~ ~ ..,.,.: &. a , 

"\ \. '-'-it~(lill\.\~-~ ~~{\,\,,d - -(1bf" j_ ,$, <A..~"1:"""t)'t\l\.~ ½ ~t....,. 
" t,t\ CA., . ·-- / t L ~1 I •. .. I ,I, I • • .Ji!.., 
f l J-• ♦ \--- h • -·- * 
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li~ve>,~ J 
new groups of ~ keep springing-up ~points of light flash 

\ - -l \I'\ --\-\.Q. C\C,v,.~v\C - • ~ 
out WfWFe~er ~fte aeee~~ Meet, and God is honored once again. 

--Kl':, \ S +•\.A 5 ,(f1_..j- \( f; "''-/ ~ ~ "{; ~ ~V\'t~ ~f e_ n w.£.d.- :; 
Perhap~aia j s rneardr i ••~ 'f!:.= Ji:be GPP'mz1ai.etliic thei.tit_ very 

;,iJ2~ 41'P l'-/ ·--to~ . t -t\--~ 1M.~ 
pressure1'seems ta a~ the force and heat :&eee~~y ier deep 

belief~nce again burst into flame. 

I believe that the most essential element of our defense of 
t 'I\ !. \.s.~t.t ~ o/~b V\~ ou¾ ~er ~ 

freedom is our ~fc~:•f the cause of religious freedom. ~ I \ 

would like to see this country rededicate itself wholeheartedly 
~ ~ 0 l"' 1."' vi. 1 .-1. i_f.J'WI, d.-, .iu f'•t -fk~" t 

to this cause _::.;~nd I ai111D- _the Protestant churches of America, l ., ~ --;;;;. 

the Catholic Church, and the Jewish organizations ~remember the 

members of their flock who are in prison or in jeopardy in other 

countries. 
.) Gv\{ li) t-i$ • 

We ~ our brother' s keepers} And I hope 

go forth, from this conference to prisoners of 

the message will 

conscience 

throughout the world: "Take heart, you have not been forgotten. 

We, your brothers and sisters in God, have made your cause our 

cause, and we vow never to relent until you have regained the 

freedom that is your birthright as a child of God." 

Thank you. God bless all of you. 



....:_ 

PRESIDENT'S REMARKS TO RELIGIOUS 
LIBERTY CONFERENCE 

Distingui_shed Guests4 Ladies -and G~ntlJ=111en~ 

I am both honored and delighted to have the opportunity to 

address this most distinguished Conference on Religious 

Liberty. I know that a good many of you have come a long way 

to attend this Conference, and that all of you have given of 
/ 

you~ time, your energy, and above all of your concern to be 

here today. I hope that each of you has found the Conference a 

productive and memorable experience. More important, perhaps, 

I hope that those now suffering around the world for their 

worship of God will draw renewed courage from your works. _ 

The history of religion and its impact on our civilization 

are matters which cannot be summarized in a few days, much less 

a few minutes. Yet it seems clear to me that one of the 

distingui_shing features of religion--any religion--is its sense 

of the sacred. All religions draw a distinction between the 

temporal and spiritual spheres. All religions, in effect, echo 

the words of the gospel of St. Matthew, Chapter 22, Verse 21: 
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"Render therefore unto Caesar the th.in gs which are- Caesar's, 

and unto God the things which are God's.• What this biblical 

injunction teaches u~__:-! ~ __ !h~_t;, _!he ind~~iiual can~n.9t be en_!-irely _ 

subordinate to the state, that there exists an inviolable realm ­

of individual thought and action which is sacred, totally 

beyond and outside of state control. 

It is impossible to exaggerate the i~portance of this idea 

in the development of human rights. For only in an 

intellectual climate which sharply distinguishes between · ,,,,,,.­

Caesar's realm and God's realm--and which categorically affirms 

the independence of God's realm, and forbids any infringement 

by the state on its prerogatives--only in such a climate could 

the ideal of individual human rights take root and grow and 

eventually flourish. 

The connection between religious conviction and human 

rights is especially clear in our own American political 

tradition. The founders of the American republic rooted their 
-

democratic commitrnen~ in the beli~f that all men "are indowed 

by their Creator with certain inalienable rights.• The 

Declaration of Independence invoked "the law of nature and of 

nature's God" as the source of the equality of men and the 
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rights which belong to them as God's creatures. "To secure 

these rights", the Declaration Independence continues, 

"GoverDment~ _a.;:e institute-a amo n~ men, deriving theii just 
- - -~ - - ~ - .,,;;.__- - -- - - ---- - - - - - ....,,.... _- - - -=--

powers from the consent of the governed.• Thus, far from 
I 

subordinating the individual to the demands of the state, the 

Founding Fathers ~created a system of government whose avowed 

purpose is the protection of the individ~al's God-given 

rights. Indeed ,/democracy itself may be seen as the political 

expression of the great religious ideal of the equaltty and 

brotherhood of mankind. 

But what happens if a citizen runs afoul of the system by 

refusing to do his duty? 

But to all too many regimes in _the world today, the notion 

that a man or a woman ~an have a greater loyalty to God than to 

the State is totally unacceptable. Atheism is not an 

incidental element of their ideology, but its core, for their 

ruling parties claim for themselves the attributes of 

omnipotence and omniscience which believers ascribe to God 

alone. Totalitarian parties seek - to impose the complete 

control of the state over all areas of life, and that which ,, 

they cannot control, they try to destroy. For this reason, 

totalitarianism can best be understood as a modern form of 

idolatry, an attempt to establish the Party as 
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-
the final arbiter of truth, justice and morality. Not for 

nothing, then, did Alexander Solzhenitsyn identify hatred of 

God-- a_s .the _"principal dt_iving force" of communist ideology. 
:-_ - --=-- -- - -_ - - _-.e:=_ -=-- -: -- - - -- ...:. 

In countries which have fallen under Communist rule, it is 

often the Church which forms the most powerful bulwark against 

the consolidation of a totalitarian system. It is not 

surprising, then, that totalitarian regimes invariably seek, as 
, 

a matter of the utmost priority, either to destroy the Church, 

or, if that should provf physically_ impossible, then at least 

to subvert it, to undermine it from within and convert it into 

yet another of the State's numerous "transmission belts." We 

must unreservedly condemn this attempt to subvert the role of 

religio~ as guardian of man's spirit in God's world. 

Similarly, we must condemn the actions of any regime which 

attacks the religious authorities and structures for their 

defense of human rights. Time after time, when a dictator 

seeks to repres~ free speech or free press, or forbid 
.. 
elections, or jail opponents, or cows them ~it~ threats or acts 

of brutality, it is the voice of religion- that reminds us all 

of the values of human life, freedom, an~ dignity. Of course 

to a dictatorial regime, this will be a challenge, and it will 

be denounced as interference in politics. But as long as 

religious leaders are simply defending their flocks and 
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- reminding the rules of t heir . responsibilities, they are not 

interfering in politics; it is the dictators who are 

interferlng with the dignity and freedom of the individual. 

An~ the wors~ inte~f~rence by any government is with the right 

of the individual to worship God. Ypu know what is true but 

nearly unbelievable: There are Monks and Priests and Ministers 

and Imans in jail today, Jews and Christians and Muslims and 

Buddhists and Hindus and Bahais fo1/worshiping God and 

following his laws. (NB: add examples of Soviet Christian, 

Bahai in Iran, Muslim, Jew, Buddhist (Vietnam)). 

They believe in God and He will not fail them. But will 

we? Let us therefore rededicate ourselves wholeheartedly to 

the cause of religious freedom. Let us prove, in word and deed 

alike, that we truly are our brother's keeper. Let Jour message 

go forth from this conference to prisoners of conscience 

everywhere: "Take heart, you have not been forgotteh: We., 

your brothers and sisters in God, have made your cau~e our 

cause, and we vow never to relent until all of you .have 

regained the freedom that is your birthright to wors~ip in the 

• manner of your own choosing, so help us God." 

Drafted HA:JShattan 
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