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TrlE rnII TE tlOUSE 

Office of t he Pre~s Se cretdry 

For Immediate Release 

1:07 P.M. EST 

REMARKS OF 'rH.E PRESIDENT 
TO REGIONAL EDITORS 

The State Dining Room 

April 18, 1985 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, everybody seems to be in place. 
Thank you all, and welcome to the White House. 

I'm always pleased to be able to meet with you who 
operate in the business in which every minute counts, where everyone 
struggles to maintain the highest quality while, at the same time, 
f i ghting against an ever-approaching deadline. Making a decision 
under pressure of a deadline can be helpful. 

America is facing a deadline, of sorts, in the form of an 
ever-increasing national debt. Under the pressure building to come 
to grips witn this problem, we have an opportunity to make real 
progress cutting spending, progress that should have been made a long 
time ago. 

Now, it's not going to be easy. We went the extra mile 
to .caach an agreement with the Republican leadership of the Senate 
and I agreed to compromise concerning defense and domestic spending 
issues. Now, it mdy be hard to do, but it's about time that 
everJ~o<ly in government gritted their teeth and started being part of 
the solution ratner tnan part of the problem. 

The choice is not, as some would nave us believe, between 
cutting spending and raising taxes. The public doesn't want a tax 
inc.cease, an<l more to the point, tax increases will not lower the 
level of deficit spending. Tax increases will not reduce 
government's demand on the private economy, which is the core of the 
proolem. Tax increases would only serve to kick us back into 
recession, leading to higher deficits. 

When it comes to taxes, what we need is simplification 
and reform, not increases. I think we can, and will, simplify the 
system and significantly reduce personal and corporate tax rates. We 
can lay the foundation for lower deficits and a vigorous expanding 
economy . 

I see a consensus building on the idea of tax 
simplification. And the last few days' news should really make that 
ouild fast. If we can also agree on reasonable cuts in spending, 
tnere's every reason for optimism about America's economic future. 

For years, we've known that we must get our fiscal house 
in order. Now, we have a proposal to do so that will encourage 
strong and steady growth without raising taxes, without jeopardizing 
assistance in the needy -- or to the needy -- and without endangering 
our security. 

You ~now, when John F . Kennedy sai<l to us 24 years ago, 
"Ask not wnat your country can do for you," the federal government 
wasn't doing nearly dS much as it's doing today. And that's why it's 
time, hece in 1985, to rememoer tne second part of what JFK said, 
"ask w11at you can clo for youc country." And in doing that, support 
t h is fair and responsible proposal to get spending under control. 

Tile news meLlia is a vital part of decisions like this. 
Tnat's wny I'm talking aoout it here. Througn you, people a.ce made 
~wace of tne issues dt hand and t he alternatives and the 
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consequences. Your function is vital to the viability of democracJ. 
Without a free press democracy won't work and all of our other rights 
would be in jeopardy. 

Thomas Jeffecson is often quoted at gatherings such as 
this as saying, "Were it left to me to decide whether we should have 
a government without newspapers or newspapers without a government, I 
should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter." Of course, he 
s.aid that before he was President. {Laughter.) 

One of the first institutions to be attacked by tyrants, 
whether they're dictators of the left or right, is the press. We've 
seen this l}appen far too of ten and it's happening in Nicaragua today. 
It shouldn't be forgotten that the one incident that precipitated the 
uprising against the Somoza dictatorship was the assassination of 
Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, editor of La Prensa, the nation's largest and 
fiercely independent newspaper. Yet control of the press under the 
Somoza dictatorship, which was decried by t11e Sandinistas, was 
miniscule com~ared to the iron-fisted censorship now endured today b~ 
Nicacaguan journalists. ' 

Humberto Belli, former editorial page editor of La 
Prensa, details this tragedy in his book, ".Nicaragua, Christians 
Under Fire." It describes attacks by Sanditiista mobs, official 
closings, tne censorship of the news, the kidnapping and ueating of 
reporters. It should be on the reading list of every journalist. 

Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, Jr., who took his father's place 
as editor of La Prensa, watched the insidious destruction of press 
freedom and the suppression of other fundamental human rights 0y the 
communist ~egime, and he fled the country. 

Today, news in Nicaragua is as controlled as that in any 
Eastern European state. Even a oroadcast of religious services has 
oeen interfered with. The papers are filled with what the communists 
consiuer to be "good news." And, as Senator Pat Moynihan once 
observed, countries with newspapers filled wit,1 good news are likely 
to have jails filled with good people. 

And the jails are being filled with good people. 
Recently, we learned that ten or eleven members of the Social 
c11ristian party were rounded up and imprisoned. To force them to 
confess to being counter-revolutionaries, more than a hundred family 
members of these political prisoners were also arrested. And that's 
tne i<ind of country the Sandinistas are building. 

The otner night, I told of what was happening to tnose 
ten or eleven prisoners. And it was straight out of the Cuban 
11dndbooK. They're put in over-heated, dark cells. Then they are fed 
at varying intervals, like twelve hours between two meals, but giving 
you tne next meal two hours later, and so forth. All of it to create 
a tlisorientation and maKe it easier to break them down. 

Tl1is pattern, as I say, we've seen before. Bigger jails 
are being ouilt and they're called relocation camps. Refugees are 
pouring out of the country. What we're witnessing in Nicaragua is 
ti1e imposition, wi tn ever-increasing intensity, of a pro-Soviet 
dictatorship serving as a base camp for the spread of communism in 
our hemispnere. 

Several years ago, t11ere was honest disagreement over the 
nature of tne Sandinista regime. That regime had been obscuring its 
true goals, deceiving its own supporters, and using a reformist cover 
to lull the press and potential adversaries. But by now, there have 
oeen too many incautious statements, leaked memos, and secretly 
recorded speeches to deny the violent character and intent of this 
dictatorship. 

Tile Miami Herald, wnich only eigi1t months ago l1ad not 
co~e to tnis conclusion, recently editorialized that tne Sandinistas 
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are, indeed, trying to establish another Cuba and t hat this is a 
severe threat to Central America and to our own national security. 

If we permit the Soviets, using the Sandinistas, to 
establish a beachnead on the American mainland and to spread their 
subversion, the free world will face a major challenge to the 
geo-political balance of power. Economic instability, political 
su0version, and terrorism, and a flood of refugees will likely be the 
price of our paralysis. We could tu.en around one day and find a 
string of pro-Soviet dictatorships in Centra l America and a threat to 
our southern norder. 

Congress had 0etter come to grips with just ho~ high the 
stakes are if Central America is lost. I'm asking Congress to work 
with me to support ou.c peace proposal and not to desert those who are 
struggling for democracy against the communists. Together, we can 
prevent a crisis from happening. 

And I'd like to reyuest something from you, as well. 
I'm not . asking for stories in support of my program in Central 
America. I only hope that the news media takes the time and effort 
to present both side~. 

The disinformation machine is hard at work. We have 
reason for concern in this account about charges against the freedom 
fighte.cs. For example, the falsehood that the democratic resistance 
is mainly composed of ex-backers of Somoza, and this is patently 
untrue. Yet when voiced by apologists for the Sandinista regime, 
that charge often goes unchallenged. 

Last week, a major publication disclosed that in handling 
the story of alleged crimes committed by the Nicaraguan democratic 
resistance, it relied on information thought to be from an 
independent investigation. As it tu.cned out, the supposed 
investigation had been carried out by people closely aligned with the 
Sandinistas and was done in close collaboration with that regime. 

One national puolication had the courage to admit the 
mistaKe of giving credence to the report. How many other broadcast 
and print journalists didn't ootner to co.erect the record and just 
shrugged off the whole incident? 

Accu.cate information about what is happening in Central 
America is essential. And I know that your readers and your 
listeners can count on you. That's what freedom is all about. 

And, again, I'm most grateful for your being here. And 
I'm going to quit doing a monologue now and figure on a dialogue. 

All right. 

Q Mr. President, we all know about the situation in 
Nicaragua and tne threat it represents for this country and the 
nemisphere, but yet, don't you think that the people of the United 
States hdve gotten used to naving, 90 miles away in Cuba, a communist 
<lictatorsnip, a sworn enemy? 

THE PRESIDEL'l'r: Do I think that they l1ave become used to 
it, you sdy? I've never thought about that before, but this could be 
possible, that they've kind of wiped it out of their minds. I don't 
thinK, in government, we can afford to. 

Q ilut yet, it's the source. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, it is the source of the subversion 
t i1a t is taking place. And it's not alone in Nicaragua. There it's 
proceded to tne point of a revolutionary government, the Sandinistas, 
out we uo Know tnat t11roughout all of Latin America, under various 
names, tnere are guerrilla groups. And, invariably, they 11ave 
r ~c e iveu L1eir training and tney receive their sup1:>ort and 
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encourdgement from Cuba. And they are assailing the duly elected 
governments in many of the democrdcies there in Latin America. 

Q Mr. President, to change the subject briefly, this 
is the montn that mdrks the tenth anniversary of American 
disenga9ement from Vietnam. I wonder if you could give us a single 
recollection that you have, vivid recollection of that time. And 
also, sir, tell us what lesson you believe that we've learned as a 
result of that experience. 

THE PRESIDENT: I hope we ' ve learned some lessons. My 
recollections -- I was Governor at the time that that was going on. 
I was burned in effigy on every campus in California. Things have 
changed since then. 

I think the oh, there are many memories. And one of 
the first would nave to be that with all that was going on and with 
all the propaganda here in our own country and the forces that were 
rising up in opposition to that war, was the unselfish heroism of the 
young men and women in our military who were over there and giving 
their lives and fighting, and who believed in the cause they were 
fighting for. 

I tnink if I nad to come out with one -- one thing 
learned, I would nave to say that never again must a government of 
the United States asi<: young men to go out and fight and die for a 
cause that we're unwilling to win. Arid that was the great tragedy 
tnat was the great disgrace, to me, of Vietnam -- that they were fed 
into this meat-grinder, and yet, no one had any intention of allowing 
victo.cy. 

Well, the truth of the matter is, we did nave victory. 
And, incidentally, could I just say, one complaint that I have -- we 
continue to talk about losing that war. We didn't lose that war. We 
won virtually eve.cy engagement. The TET Offensive was distorted back 
irnre in the reporting. That was a victory for our side. 

But what happened? We signed the peace accords, having 
built up the South Vietamese army to where we thought that with our 
equipment, and all, they could defend themselves, and we made a 
pledge to them that if the North Vietnamese violated the cease-fire, 
the peace accords, and attacked, that we would supply the fuel for 
the tan~s and the helicopters that we'd left there, we would supply 
ti1e ammunition for tne guns, and all, for them to defend themselves. 
And when the North Vietnamese did violate the agreement and the blitz 
stdrted toward the south, and the then administration in Washington 
asked the Congress for the appropriations to keep our word, the 
Congress refused. We broke our pledge as a government on that basis. 

And so we didn't lose the war. We just -- when the war 
was all over and we'd come home, that's when the wdr was lost. 

Q How much progress has been made today on fashioning 
a compromise ove.c having Congress approve the aid for the Nicdraguan 
Contras? Do you feel tnat this has to be a showdown vote next 
Tuesddy in some fashion that pits the personalitJ of tne President 
against the Speaker in some fashion? Or do you want to see this 
worked out this afternoon? 

TH£ PRESIDE.NT: Well, we have -- I have met and am 
meeting all the time witn Congressmen of both parties. And the plea 
that I'm making is that this is anotner one of those things where, 
historically, in our tradition of closing ranks at the water's edge 
-- we shouldn't oe dealing with this as Democrats and Republicans. 
We should be dealing with it as Americans that have a problem 
involving our own national security and our relationship with friends 
and a llies. 

AnLl, frankl y , I'm sorry that it's 
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coming to a vote on Tu€sday, and I think that was deliberate on the 
part of the leadership in the House of Representatives. 

Q To embarrass you, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: To bring that vote up before we could 
really sit down and go at all the places where we had agreement and 
disagreement. 

Now, many of the people that I've been meeting with are 
oasically supportive of the plan, except they feel that there are 
others that are wavering one way or the other, that if we could make 
some alterations in the plan, keep basically the agreement or the 
arrangement that we have and the goal, but that there are places here 
and there and timing and so forth . And I have made it plain to all 
of them, we'd love to talk to them about that. My feet aren't in 
concrete on this. Yes, there's leeway. We're flexible as to the 
details of this program. But how much time do you have? It's 
Thursday and they've said the vote must be Tuesday. Now, I think 
it's immoral to demand that vote that quickly. 

Q Mr. _President, in light of that, do you intend to 
try seek a meeting with -- seek a meeting with the Speaker, and if 
so, what would you tell him? 

THE PRESIDENT: As I say, we've been meeting, and I don't 
know that I would have a meeting with him, but I've been meeting with 
chairmen of committees. I've been meeting with groups. I've been 
meeting with individuals on all of this and have heard some of the 
proposals and have sent by them my word that this, this and this in 
the plan -- yes, we're prepared to be flexible. Yes, we'd like to 
listen to alternate suggestions. 

The young lady over there. 

Q What kind of a compromise would you be willing to 
accept on that? 

THE PRESIDENT: What's that? 

Q What kind of compromise would you be willing to 
accept on your proposal for Nicaraguan aid? 

THE PRESIDENT: One that basically leaves the goal that 
what we're trying to get, in contrast to the propaganda of the 
Sandinistas that we're waiting with an upraised club to clobber them, 
that we want what the Contras themselves asked for several weeks ago, 
the laying down of arms, a cease-fire and then the coming together in 
a peaceful negotiation as to now they can restore the original goals 
of the revolution. 

And we've asked for this in connection with the Contadora 
countries and their participation. We're in total agreement with the 
21 points that have been adopted by the Contadora countries. I have 
called personally and met with the leaders of the neighboring 
countries, Honduras, Costa Rica, Guatemala, El Salvador. President 
Duarte has said this program of ours is the right idea at the right 
time. I have called Alfonsin, the President of Argentina, as a 
matter of fact, the President of Spain.* And I've found widespread 
support amomg all of them for this plan. 

But within the plan -- for example, the timing, we've 
said that the negotiations -- we want the Church to mediate, so there 
can be no question about somebody trying to pull undercover tricks. 
An~ we've set a period here for negotiation and then a checkpoint at 
which, if there is no evidence that the one group is trying to 
negotiate seriously that then there is a trigger there that opens up 
more aid from us to the Contras. 

Now, some have suggested that maybe that period should be 

MORE 

* Prime Minister of Spain 



- 6 -

longer. I'm very pleased -- I'd be very willing to sit down and 
discuss that with them as to whether it be longer, things to do with 
the fencing of the money and so forth, things to do with the 
assurance that the money would go to food and clothing and shelter, 
medicine for the families of the Contras. 

Q Mr. President, with regard to your budget program, 
I'd like to ask what response you have to the farmers in the Midwest 
who say that your program is going to cripple the American family 

·farmer. 

THE PRESIDENT: We have spent more on farming, I guess, 
than has ever been spent before in history. And we will be spending 
some $15 billion this year on that. 

We know that there are some unusual problems that have 
come about basically through the credit situation with farmers and 
the fact that farmland was one of the great inflationary items that 
went up as a hedge against inflation and borrowing was done on that 
inflated value of the land. And now ;,ith the reduction of inflation, 
which I think is of value to all of u~i that land price has gone down 
and they find themselves unable to borrow, or burdened with debts 
that no longer have the proper collateral surrounding them. 

We've put together a program. I don't say that it can 
resolve everyone's problem or save everyone. But we have put 
together a program and -- with regard to emergency loans that amounts 
to $650 million. So far, we've been . amazed at the low call on that. 
There wasn't any great rush to that money. 

But I think we have to face one thing: The overall 
situation of the American farmer is due to government's interference 
in the first place. The two-thirds of farming that is out there not 
participant in any of the government regulation or subsidy programs 
does not have these economic problems and has been knowing an ever 
increasing per capita consumption 
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of its produce compared to the farms that are overly regulated with 
the government. 

Q One more question. 

THE PRESIDENT: I had to take his question because he's 
from WHO, Des :-1oines. (Laughter.) 

Q President Reagan, you say on the budget -- it's 
going to take a lot of giving on a lot of people's part. Well 
something near and dear to a lot of people who live along the 
northeast corridor is Amtrak. No hope for Amtrak? 

THZ PRESIDENT: Well, see, I'm old enough to remember 
that in World War I the federal government took over the railroads 
and ran them and it was a complete disaster and people at that time 
said never again. 

Well, the government has taken over the railroads again. 
We now have an offer -- a sizeable offer for Conrail and I hope that 
the Congress will let us accept that offer and we'll put freight back 
in the private sector ·and we'll get a pretty good chunk of money. 
And the second, with Amtrak and the passenger traffic, I was told by 
the President of one of our leading rail lines that if the 
government, in the beginning, had allowed the railroads to operate 
under the same rules and regulations that they applied to Amtrak, 
they wouldn't have had to give up the passenger traffic. They could 
have run that at a profit. 

But now Amtrak is so subsidized that you have to wonder 
why people should be taxed to pay $35 for every passenger that gets 
on an Amtrak train in addition to the fare that that passenger's 
paying. And I gave one example here about a train in the midwest 
that takes passengers in the winter down to Florida for the winter 
vacations and I was given some figures that indicated that the 
government could buy every one of the passengers on that train a 
roundtrip airline ticket and give them $100 spending money and be 
money ahead instead of taking them down on Amtrak. I think it's time 
for us to admit we don't know how to run a railroad. 

Q Thank you, Mr. President. 

Q Just one question --

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I'm sorry. Yes? 

Q Regarding the upcoming trip to West Germany, 53 
Senators have signed a letter requesting that you drop the trip to 
the cemetery, and in light of this and wave of other opposition, 
would it damage German-American relations to seek some other gesture 
of reconciliation and drop that visit and, secondly, would you say 
that it was a failure of political analysis to realize the fallout 
that resulted from the itinerary as it was scheduled? 

THE PRI:SID:SNT: The failure that I will admit to, and I 
realize now I should have listened to you -- (laughter) -- the 
failure that I will admit to is in the press conference, I didn't 
completely answer the question as to why I have said no to an 
invitation to visit Dachau. And I realize now that I'd given those 
who were questioning me credit for knowing more than they knew about 
the situation. 

Helmut Kohl, sometime 
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ago, back, I guess, when we were celebrating or observing the 
Normandy landings last June, he and President Mitterand went to a 
military cemetery together in Verdun. Now, here were the 
representatives of the two countries that have been at odds for the 
War of 1870, the First World War, the Second Worid War. The impact 
on all of Europe was so great to see them standing together at this 
ceremony that Helmut Kohl told me about this and told me how deeply 
he felt about it. ' 

Now, the Summit places us in Bonn in Germany close to the 
time of the anniversary. And he invited me to accept an invitation 
to be a state visitor following the Summit meeting. And he suggested 
to me this visit, as he had done with Mitterand, to a cemetery there. 
The cemetery that was picked, Bitburg, was picked because at the same 
time, also, there has been a church service with our military at 
Bitburg -- we have a base there and our Americans~- and I'm going 
there and go to church with them and have lunch with them. And the 
Kohls will be with us also. 

When the invitation to visit a concentration camp was 
offered, . whether it was my confusion or the way in which it was done, 
I thought that the suggestion had come from an individual and was not 
a part of the state visit. And I thought there was no way that I, as 
the guest of the government at that point, could on my own take off 
and go someplace and, then, run the risk of appearing as if I was 
trying to say to the Germans, "Look what you did," and all of this 
when most of the people in Germany today weren't alive or were very 
small children when this was happening. 

And I know the feeling they have. And I know this 
government that for 40 years -- what he'd asked me to do in the 
cemetery was that we should start this day now, observing this day as 
the day that 40 years ago the world took a sharp turn, an end to the 
hatred, an end to the obscenities of the persecution 
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and all that took place. And today, after 40 years of peace, nere we 
are, our staunchest allies in that Summit are the countries that were 
our enemies in World War II. Now, their leaders have come here and 
visited Arlington. They have -- leaders from Germany, from Italy, 
from Japan. And this cemetery -- we only found out later, someone 
dug up the fact that there are about 30 graves of SS troops. These 
were the villians, as we know, that conducted the persecutions and 
all. But there are 2,000 graves there. And most of those -- the 
average age is about 18. These were those young teenagers that were 
conscripted, forced into military service in the closing days of the 
Third Reich, when they were short of manpower, and we're the victor 
and they're there. And it seemed to me that this could be symbolic, 
also, of saying -- what I said about the -- what this day should be. 
And let's resolve, in their presence, as well as in the presence of 
our own troops that this must never happen again. 

Well, when the furor erupted and got as far as Germany, 
Helmut Kohl sent me a cable. And the cable informed ~e that there 
was a mistake, that the , Dachau was a part of the state itinerary, the 
planned trip. Well, I immediately communciated and said, "Fine, 
that's fine with me. _ If it is you, the government, that is inviting 
me to do this, I am more than happy to do it because I have said 
repeatedly, and I would like on that occasion to say again, the 
Holocaust ~ust never be forgotten by any of us. And in not 
forgetting it, we should make it clear that we're determined the 
Holocaust must never take place again. And 

Q Does that mean you're still going to Bitburg? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think that it would be very hurtful and 
all it would do is leave me looking as if I caved in in the face of 
some unfavorable attention. I think that there's nothing wrong with 
visiting that cemetery where those young men are vict,ims of Nazism 
also, even though they were fighting in the German uniform, drafted 
into service to carry out the hateful wishes of the Nazis. They were 
victims, just as surely as the victims in the concentration camps. 
And I feel that there is much to be gained from this, and -- in 
strengthening our relationship with the German people, who, believe 
me, live in constant penance, all these who have come along in these 
later years for what their predecessors did, and for which they're 
very ashamed. 

No, I can't take any more. I'm told that I've run out of 
time. I've got -- (applause) -- waiting for me. 

Tnank you all very much. 

END 1:40 P.M. EST 



(ROHRABACHER) APRIL 18, 1985 

LUNCHEON WITH REGIONAL EDITORS AND 
BROADCASTERS ON BUDGET AND NICARAGUA 

THANK YOU AND WELCOME TO THE WHITE 
HOUSE, I'M ALWAYS PLEASED TO BE ABLE TO 
MEET WITH YOU WHO OPERATE IN A BUSINESS IN 
WHICH EVERY MINUTE COUNTS, WHERE EVERYONE 
STRUGGLES TO MAINTAIN THE HIGHEST QUALITY, 
WHILE AT THE SAME TIME FIGHTING AGAINST AN 
EVER-APPROACHING DEADLINE. 

MAKING A DECISION UNDER THE PRESSURE OF 
A DEADLINE CAN BE HELPFUL, 
AMERICA IS FACING A DEADLINE OF SORTS IN THE 
FORM OF AN EVER-INCREASING NATIONAL DEBT, 

WITH THE PRESSURE BUILDING TO COME TO 
GRIPS WITH THIS PROBLEM, WE HAVE AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE REAL PROGRESS CUTTING 
SPENDING, PROGRESS THAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN 
MADE LONG AGO, IT's NOT GOING TO BE EASY. 
WE WENT THE EXTRA MILE TO REACH AN AGREEMENT 
WITH THE REPUBLICAN LEADERSHIP OF THE 
SENATE I -
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I AGREED TO COMPROMISE CONCERNING DEFENSE 
AND DOMESTIC SPENDING ISSUES, 
IT MAY BE HARD TO DO, BUT IT's ABOUT TIME 
EVERYBODY GRITTED THEIR TEETH AND STARTED 
BEING PART OF THE SOLUTION RATHER THAN THE 
PROBLEM, 

THE CHOICE IS NOT, AS SOME WOULD HAVE 
US BELIEVE, BETWEEN CUTTING SPENDING AND 
RAISING TAXES, THE PUBLIC DOESN'T WANT TAX 
INCREASES AND, MORE TO THE POINT, 
TAX INCREASES WILL NOT LOWER THE LEVEL OF 
DEFICIT SPENDING, TAX INCREASES WILL NOT 
REDUCE GOVERNMENT'S DEMAND ON THE PRIVATE 
ECONOMY, WHICH IS THE CORE OF THE PROBLEM. 
TAX INCREASES WOULD ONLY SERVE TO KICK US 
BACK INTO RECESSION, LEADING TO HIGHER 
DEFICITS, 

WHEN IT COMES TO TAXES, WHAT WE NEED IS 
SIMPLIFICATION AND REFORM, NOT INCREASES, 
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I THINK WE CAN AND WILL SIMPLIFY THE SYSTEM 
AND SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCE PERSONAL AND 
CORPORATE TAX RATES, WE CAN LAY THE 
FOUNDATION FOR LOWER .DEFICITS AND A 
VIGOROUS, EXPANDING ECONOMY, 
I SEE A CONSENSUS BUILDING ON THE IDEA OF 
TAX SIMPLIFICATION, IF WE CAN ALSO AGREE ON 
REASONABLE CUTS IN SPENDING, THERE IS EVERY 
REASON FOR OPTIMISM ABOUT AMERICA'S ECONOMIC 

FUTURE. 
FOR YEARS, WE'VE KNOWN THAT WE MUST GET 

OUR FISCAL HOUSE IN ORDER. NOW WE HAVE A 
PROPOSAL TO DO SO THAT WILL ENCOURAGE STRONG 
AND STEADY GROWTH, WITHOUT RAISING TAXES, 
WITHOUT JEOPARDIZING ASSISTANCE TO THE 
NEEDY, AND WITHOUT ENDANGERING OUR SECURITY, 

YOU KNOW, WHEN JOHN F. KENNEDY SAID TO 
US 24 YEARS AGO: "ASK NOT WHAT YOUR COUNTRY 
CAN DO FOR YOU;" THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
WASN'T DOING NEARLY AS MUCH FOR US AS TODAY, 
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THAT's WHY, IN 1985, IT IS TIME TO REMEMBER 
THE SECOND PART OF WHAT J,F,K, SAID: 
",,, ASK WHAT YOU CAN DO FOR YOUR COUNTRY," 

~-- - AND IN DOING THAT, SUPPORT THIS FAIR AND 

RESPONSIBLE PROPOSAL TO GET SPENDING UNDER 
CONTROL, 

THE NEWS MEDIA IS A VITAL PART OF 
DECISIONS LIKE THIS, THROUGH YOU, 
PEOPLE ARE MADE AWARE OF THE ISSUES AT HAND, 
THE ALTERNATIVES, AND THE CONSEQUENCES, 

YOUR FUNCTION IS VITAL TO THE VIABILITY 
OF DEMOCRACY, WITHOUT A FREE PRESS, 
DEMOCRACY WON'T WORK AND ALL OF OUR OTHER 
RIGHTS WOULD BE IN JEOPARDY, 
THOMAS JEFFERSON IS OFTEN QUOTED AS SAYING, 
",II WERE IT LEFT TO ME TO DECIDE WHETHER WE 
SHOULD HAVE A GOVERNMENT WITHOUT NEWSPAPERS, 
OR NEWSPAPERS WITHOUT A GOVERNMENT, I SHOULD 
NOT HESITATE A MOMENT TO PREFER THE LATTER," 
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JEFFERSON, OF COURSE, SAID THAT BEFORE HE 
WAS PRESIDENT, 

ONE OF THE FIRST INSTITUTIONS TO BE 
ATTACKED BY TYRANTS, WHETHER THEY BE 
DICTATORS OF THE LEFT OR RIGHT, 
IS THE PRESS, WE'VE SEEN THIS HAPPEN -FAR 

' 
TOO OFTEN -- IT IS HAPPENING IN NICARAGUA 
TODAY . 

IT SHOULD NOT BE FORGOTTEN T~AT THE ONE 
INCIDENT THAT PRECIPITATED THE ' UP-RISING 
AGAINST THE SOMOZA DICTATORSHIP WAS THE 
ASSASSINATION OF PEDRO JOAQUIN CHAMORRO, 
EDITOR OF LA PRENSA, THE NATION'S LARGEST 
AND FIERCELY INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER, 
YET CONTROL OF THE PRESS UNDER THE SOMOZA 
DICTATORSHIP, WHICH WAS DECRIED BY THE 
SANDINISTAS, WAS MINISCULE COMPARED TO THE 
IRON-FISTED CENSORSHIP NOW ENDURED TODAY BY 
NICARAGUAN JOURNALISTS, 
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HUMBERTO BELLI, FORMER EDITORIAL PAGE 
EDITOR OF LA PRENSA, DETAILS THIS TRAGEDY IN 

HIS BOOK, "NICARAGUA: CHRISTIANS UNDER 
FIRE." IT DESCRIBES ATTACKS BY SANDINISTA 
MOBS, OFFICIAL CLOSINGS, THE CENSORSHIP OF 
THE NEWS, THE KIDNAPPING AND BEATINGS OF 
REPORTERS. IT SHOULD BE ON THE READING LIST , 

OF EVERY JOURNALIST. 
PEDRO JOAQUIN CHAMORRO, JR., 

WHO TOOK HIS FATHER'S PLACE AS EDITOR OF 
~ 

LA PRENSA, WATCHED THE INSIDIOUS DESTRUCTION 
OF PRESS FREEDOM AND THE SUPPRESSION OF 
OTHER FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS BY THE 
COMMUNIST REGIME. HE FLED THE COUNTRY. 
TODAY, NEWS IN NICARAGUA IS AS CONTROLLED AS 
THAT IN ANY EASTERN EUROPEAN STATE. 
EVEN THE BROADCAST OF RELIGIOUS SERVICES HAS 
BEEN INTERFERED WITH, THE PAPERS ARE FILLED 
WITH WHAT THE COMMUNISTS CONStDER TO BE GOOD 
NEWS, 
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AND AS SENATOR PAT MOYNIHAN ONCE OBSERVED, 
COUNTRIES WITH NEWSPAPERS FILLED WITH GOOD 
NEWS ARE LIKELY TO HAVE JAILS FILLED WITH 
GOOD PEOPLE, 

AND THE JAILS ARE BEING FILLED WITH 
GOOD PEOPLE, RECENTLY WE LEARNED THAT 
10 OR 11 MEMBERS OF THE SOCIAL -CHRISTIAN 
PARTY WERE ROUNDED UP AND IMPRISONED, 
TO FORCE THEM TO CONFESS TO BEING 
COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARIES, MORE-"1HAN A HUNDRED 
FAMILY MEMBERS OF THESE POLITICAL PRISONERS 
WERE ALSO ARRESTED, THAT's THE KIND OF 
COUNTRY THE SANDINISTAS ARE BUILDING, 

NICARAGUA IS FOLLOWING A PATTERN WE'VE 
SEEN BEFORE, BIGGER JAILS ARE BEING BUILT, 
THEY'RE CALLED RELOCATION CAMPS, 
REFUGEES ARE POURING OUT OF THE COUNTRY, 
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WHAT WE ARE WITNESSING IN NICARAGUA IS THE 
IMPOSITION, WITH EVER-INCREASING INTENSITY, 
OF A PRO-SOVIET DICTATORSHIP, SERVING AS A 
BASE CAMP FOR THE SPREAD OF COMMUNISM IN OUR 
HEMISPHERE . 

SEVERAL YEARS AGO, THERE WAS HONEST 
DISAGREEMENT OVER THE NATURE OF THE 

-

SANDINISTA REGIME, THAT REGIME HAD BEEN 
OBSCURING ITS TRUE GOALS, DECEIVING ITS OWN 
SUPPORTERS, KND USING A REFORMIST COVER TO 

/"" 
LULL THE PRESS AND POTENTIAL ADVERSARIES. 
BUT, BY NOW, THERE HAVE BEEN TOO MANY 
INCAUTIOUS STATEMENTS, LEAKED MEMOS, 
AND SECRETLY RECORDED SPEECHES TO DENY THE 
VIOLENT CHARACTER AND INTENl OF THIS 
DICTATORSHIP. 
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THE MIAMI HERALD, WHICH ONLY 8 MONTHS 
AGO HAD NOT COME TO THIS CONCLUSION, 
RECENTLY EDITORIALIZED THAT THE SANDINISTAS 
ARE, INDEED, TRYING TO ESTABLISH ANOTHER 
CUBA AND THAT THIS IS A SEVERE THREAT TO 
CENTRAL AMERICA AND TO OUR OWN NATIONAL 
SECURITY, 

, 

IF WE PERMIT THE SOVIETS, 
USING THE SANDINISTAS, TO ESTABLISH A 
BEACHHEAD ON THE AMERICA] MAINLAND AND TO 

,,,,,,--
SPREAD THEIR SUBVERSION, THE FREE WORLD WILL 
FACE A MAJOR CHALLENGE TO THE GEOPOLITICAL 
BALANCE OF POWER, ECONOMIC INSTABILITY, 
POLITICAL SUBVERSION AND TERRORISM, 
AND A FLOOD OF REFUGEES WILL LIKELY BE THE 
PRICE OF OUR PARALYSIS, WE COULD TURN 
AROUND ONE DAY AND FIND A STRING OF 
PRO-SOVIET DICTATORSHIPS IN CENTRAL AMERICA 
AND A THREAT ON OUR SOUTHERN BORDER, 
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CONGRESS HAD BETTER COME TO GRIPS WITH JUST 
HOW HIGH THE STAKES ARE IF CENTRAL AMERICA 
IS LOST, I AM ASKING CONGRESS TO WORK WITH 
ME, TO SUPPORT OUR PEACE PROPOSAL, 
AND NOT TO DESERT THOSE WHO ARE STRUGGLING 
FOR DEMOCRACY AGAINST THE CO MM UNISTS.· 
TOGETHER, WE CAN PREVENT A CRISIS FROM 
HAPPENING, 

AND I'D LIKE TO REQUEST SOMETHING OF 
YOU AS WELL. I AM NOT ASKING FOR STORIES IN 

_,,/' 

SUPPORT OF MY PROGRAM IN CENTRAL AMERICA, 
I ONLY HOPE THAT THE NEWS MEDIA TAKES THE 
TIME AND EFFORT TO PRESENT BOTH SIDES, 
THE COMMUNIST DISINFORMATION MACHINE IS HARD 
AT WORK, WE HAVE REASON FOR CONCERN ON THIS 
ACCOUNT ABOUT CHARGES AGAINST THE FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS, 

FOR EXAMPLE, THE FALSEHOOD THAT THE 
DEMOCRATIC RESISTANCE IS MAINLY COMPOSED OF 
EX-BACKERS OF SOMOZA IS PATENTLY UNTRUE, 
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YET WHEN VOICED BY APOLOGISTS FOR THE 
SANDINISTA REGIME, THAT CHARGE OFTEN GOES 

UNCHALLENGED. 
LAST WEEK, A MAJOR PUBLICATION 

DISCLOSED THAT, IN HANDLING THE STORY OF 
ALLEGED CRIMES COMMITTED BY THE NICARAGUAN 

DEMOCRATIC RESISTANCE, IT RELIED ON 
INFORMATION THOUGHT TO BE FROM AN 
"INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION," AS IT TURNED 
OUT, THE SUPPOSED INVESTIGATION HAD BEEN 
CARRIED OUT BY PEOPLE CLOSELY ALIGNED WITH 

~ 

THE SANDINISTAS AND WAS DONE IN CLOSE 
COLLABORATION WITH THE REGIME. ONE NATIONAL 
PUBLICATION HAD THE COURAGE TO ADMIT THE 
MISTAKE OF GIVING CREDENCE TO THE REPORT. 
HOW MANY OTHER BROADCAST AND PRINT 
JOURNALISTS DIDN'T BOTHER TO CORRECT THE 
RECORD AND JUST SHRUGGED OFF THE WHOLE 
INCIDENT? 
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ACCURATE INFORMATION ABOUT WHAT IS 
HAPPENING IN CENTRAL AMERICA IS ESSENTIAL. 
I KNOW YOUR READERS AND LISTENERS CAN COUNT 
ON YOU. THAT IS WHAT FREEDOM IS ALL ABOUT. 
I APPRECIATE YOUR BEING HERE . 
PERHAPS I CAN TAKE A FEW QUESTIONS . 

# # # 

,,/" 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LUNCHEON WITH REGIONAL EDITORS 
AND BROADCASTERS ON BUDGET AND NICARAGUA 
THURSDAY, APRIL 1_8 , 19 8 5 

Thank you and welcome to the White House. I'm always 

pleased to be able to meet with you who operate in a business in 
: ( :5~ --

which every minute counts, ~ strugglEtA-~ to maintain J 

the highest quality, while at the same time fighting against an 

ever-approaching deadline. · 
;. 

/ 
Making a decision under 

_,,,,.,. 

/ 
the pressure of a deadline can be 
~ 

helpf_ul. America is facing a deadline of sorts in the form of an 

ever-increasing national debt. 
nu.i' /~1'7,7 

With the pressureA&R ~o come to grips with this problem, we 

have an opportunity to make real progress cutting spending, 

progress that should have been made long ago. It's not going to 

be easy. We went the extra mile to reach an agreement with the 

Republican leadership of the Senate. I agreed to compromise 

concerning defense and domestic spending issues. It may be hard 

to do, but it's about time everybody gritted -their teeth and 

started being part of the solution rather than the problem. 

The choice is not, as some would have us believe, between 

cutting spending and raising taxes. The public doesn't want tax 

increases and, more to the point, tax increases will not lower 

the level of deficit spending. Tax increases will not reduce 

Government's demand on the private economy, which is the core of 

the problem. Tax increases would only serve to kick us back into 

recession, leading to higher deficits. 
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When it comes to taxes, what we need is simplification and 

reform, not increases. I think we can and will simplify the 

system and significantly reduce personal. and corporate tax rates. 
~ 

We can lay the foundation for lower deficits and a vigorous, 

expanding economy. I see a consensus building on the idea of tax 

simplification. If we can also agree on reasonable cuts in : 

spending, there is every reason for optimism about America's 

economic future. 

For years, we've known that we must get our fiscal ho~se in 

order. Now we have a proposal to do so that will encourag~ 

strong and steady growth, without raising taxes, without 

jeopardizing assistance to the needy, and without endangering our 

security. 

You know, when John F. Kennedy said to us 24 years ago: 

"ask not what your country can do for you;" the Federal 

Government wasn't doing nearly as much for us as today. That's 

why, in 1985, it is time to remember the second part of what 

J.F.K. said: " ... ask what you can do for your country." And 

in doing that, support this fair and responsible proposal to get 

spending under control. 

The news media is a vital part of decisions like this. 

Through you, people are made aware of the issues at hand, the 

alternatives, and the consequences. 

Your function is vital to the viability of democracy. 

Without a free press, democracy won't work and all of our other 

rights would be in jeopardy. Thomas Jefferson is often quoted as 

saying, " . were it left to me to decide whether we should 
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have a government without newspapers, or newspapers without a 

government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter." 

Jefferson, of course, said that before h~ was President. 

-One of the first institutions to be attacked by tyrants, 

whether they be dictators of the left or right, is the press. 

We've seen this happen far too often -- it is happening in 

Nicaragua today. 

It should not be forgotten that the one incident that 

precipitated the ~prising against the Somoza dictatorship was the 

assassination of -Fedro Joaquin Chamorro, editor of La Prensa, the 

natio~•s largest and fiercely independent newspaper. Yet control 

of the press under the Somoza dictatorship, which was decried by 

the Sandinistas, was miniscule compared to the iron-fisted 

censorship now endured today by Nicaraguan journalists. 

Humberto Belli, former editorial page editor of La Prensa, 

details this tragedy in his book, "Nicaragua: Christians Under 

Fire." It describes attacks by Sandinista mobs, official 

closing?, the censorship of the news, the kidnapping and beatings 

of reporters. 

journa~ist. 

It should be on the reading list of every 

Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, Jr., who took his father's place as 
re <'3';) Ac:)81 }t; ~,, ~ c.!::,J / 

editor of La Prensa, c ottle He longer a t-Ow~ the insidious 

destruction of press freedom and the suppression of other 
b +--,... C "l'-o.,-. '"" ; s ,i... f'< """"' 

fundamental human rights. He fled the country. Today, news in 

Nicaragua is as controlled as that in any Eastern European state. 

Even the broadcast of religious services has been interfered 

with. The papers are filled with what the communists consider to 
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be good news. And as Senator Pat Moynihan once observed, 
... 

countries with newspapers filled with good news are likely to 

have jails filled with good people. 

And the jails are being filled with good people. Recently 

we learned that 10 or 11 members of the Social Christian party . 

were rounded up and imprisoned. To force them to confess to , 

being counter-revolutionaries, more than a hundred family members 

of these political pr~soners were also arr~sted. 

of country the Sandinl~tas are building. 

That's the_ kind 

Nicaragua is fol-lowing a pattern we've seen before. Bi--gger 

jails are being built. They're called relocation camps. 

Refugees are pouring out of the country. What we are witnessing 

in Nicaragua is the imposition, with ever-increasing intensity, 

of a pro-Soviet dictatorship, serving as a base camp for the 

spread of communism in our hemisphere. 

~JJt ) 
'ffl'i.4:.e !fears ago, there was honest disagreement over the 

nature of the Sandinista regime. That regime had been obscuring 

its true goals, deceiving its own supporters, and using a 

reformist cover to lull the press and potential adversaries. 

But, by now, there have been too many iDcautious statements, 

leaked memos, and secretly recorded speeches to deny the violent 

character and intent of this dictatorship. 

The Miami Herald, which only 8 months ago had not come to 

this conclusion, recently editorialized that the Sandinistas are, 

indeed, trying to establish another Cuba and that this is a 

severe threat to Central America and to our own national 

security. 
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If we permit the Soviets, · using the Sandinistas, to 

establish a beachhead on the American mainland and to spread 

their subversion, the free world will fa_ce a major challenge to 
. 

the geopolitical balance of power. Economic instability, 

political subversion and terrorism, and a flood of refugees will 

likely be the price of our paralysis. We could turn around one 
fr",) - S' f:>V 1 • e_ f-

day and find a string of ~nti ~me rican dictatorships in Central 

America and a m4litai;y threat on our southern border. _ Congress 
-

,·,..✓had better come to grips with just how high the stake!{....---are if 

,./'Central America is lost. I am asking Congress to work---'with me, 

to support our peace proposal, and not to desert those who are 

struggling for democracy against the communists. Together, we 

can prevent a crisis from happening. 

- And I'd like to request something of you as well. I am not 

asking for stories in support of my program in Central America. 

I only hope that the news media takes the time and effort to 

present both sides. The communist disinformation machine is hard 

at work. We have reason for concern on this account about 

charges against the Freedom Fighters. 

For example, the falsehood that the democratic resistance is 

mainly composed pf ex-backers of Somoza is patently untrue. Yet 

when voiced by apologists for the Sandinista regime, that charge 

often goes unchallenged. 

Last week, a major publication disclosed that, in handling 
s f'u ty 

the de.t~ils of alleged crimes committed by the Nicaraguan 

democratic resistance, it relied on information thought to be 

from an "independent investigation." As it turned out, the 
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supposed investigation had been carried out by people closely 

aligned with the Sandinistas and was done in close collaboration 

with the regime. One national publicati9n had the courage to 

' admit the mistake of giving credence to the report. How many 

other broadcast and print journalists didn't bother to correct _ 

the record and just shrugged off the whole jncident? 

Accurate information about what is happening in Central 

America is essential. I know your readers and listeners can 

count on you. That is what freedom is al!/ about. I appreciate 

your being here. Perhaps I can take a fewquestions. 
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Thank you and welcome to the White House. I'm always 

pleased to be able to meet with you who operate in a business · in 

which every minute counts, where everyone struggles to maintain 

the highest quality, while at the same time fighting against an 

ever-approaching deadline. 
/ 

Making a decision under the pressure of a deadline can be 

helpf~l. America is facing a deadline of sorts in the form of an 

ever-increasing national debt. 

With the pressure on to come to grips with this problem, we 

have an opportunity to make real progress cutting spending, 

progress that should have been made long ago. It's not going to 

be easy. We went the extra mi .. e to reach an agreement with the 

Republican leadership of the Senate. I agreed to compromise 

concerning defense and other domestic spending issues. It may be 

hard to do, but it's about time everybody gritted their teeth and 

started being part of the solution rather than the problem. 

The choice is not, as some would have us believe, between 

cutting spending and raising taxes. The public doesn't want tax 

increases and, more to the point, tax increases will not lower 

the level of deficit spending. Tax increases will not reduce -

Government's demand on the private economy, which is the core of 

the problem. Tax increases would only serve to kick us back into 

recession, leading to higher deficits. 
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When it comes to taxes, what we need is simplification and 

reform, not increases. I think we can· and will simplify the 

system and significantly reduce personal and corporate tax rates. 

We can laf the foundation for lower deficits and a vigorous, 

expanding economy. I see a consensus building on the idea of tax 

simplification. If we can also agree on reasonable cuts in 

spending, there is every reason for optimism about America's 

economic future. 

The news media is a vital part of decisions like this. 

Through you, people are made aware of the issues at hand, the 

alternatives, and the consequences. 

Your fuhction is vital to the viability of democracy. 

Without a free press, democracy won't work and all of our other 

rights are in jeopardy. Thomas Jefferson is often quoted as 

saying, " ... if it were left to me to decide whether we should 

have a government without newspapers, or newspapers without a 

government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter." 

Jefferson, of course, said that before ·he was President. 

One of the first institutions to be attacked by tyrants, 

whether they be dictators of the left or right, is the press. 

We've seen this happen far too often -- it is happe ning in 

Nicaragua today. 

It should not be forgotten that the one incident that 

j precip~tat~d the 

assassination of 

uprising against the Somoza dictatorship was 

Pedro~o, editor of La Prensa, the 

the 

nation's largest and fiercely independent newspaper. Yet control 

of the press under the Somoza dictatorship, which was decried by 
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the Sandinistas, was minisculs ~ompared to the iron-fisted 

censorship now endured today by Nicaraguan journalists. 

A book entitled, "Nicaragua: Christians Under Fire," 
•• "N~~} 

~uthorod b~a former editorial page editor of La Prensa, details 

this tragedy. It describes attacks by Sandinista mobs, official 

closings, the censorship of the news, the kidnapping and beatings 

of reporters. It should be on the reading list of every 

/ journalis~ 

, PedroAcha~~r~o, Jr., who took his father's place as editor 

of La Prensa, ~o ~:~~~ous destruction 

controlled as that in any Eastern ~uropean state. Even the 

broadcast of religious services has been interfered with. The 

papers are filled with what the communists consider to be good 

news. And as Senator Pat Moynihan once observed, countries with 

newspapers filled with good news are likely to have jails filled 

with good people. 

And the jails are being filled with good people. Recently, 

10 or- 11 members of the Social Christian party were rounded up 

and imprisoned, charged with being counter-revolutionaries. To 
e 

force them to confess, more than a hundred family members of 

these political prisoners were also arrested. That's a tactic 

the Sandinistas learned from Cuba. That's the kind of country 

the Sandinistas are building. 

Nicaragua is following a pattern we've seen before. Bigger 

jails are being built. 
11 • J. 

They're called relocation camps. 
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Refugees are pouring out of the country. What we are witnessing 

in Nicaragua is the imposition, with ever-increasing intensity, 

of a pro-Soviet dictatorship, serving as a base camp for the 

spread of COffi1!1Unism in our hemisphere. 

~~ ago, there was honest disagreement by some over 

the nature ' of .the Sandinista regime. That regime had been 

keeping it-s true goals secret, deceiving its own ~ 
~ 

using Ar reformist eevsr to lull the press and potential 
; 

and 

adversari-e's. : --But, by now, there· have been too many incautious~ 
,.,,,-.. 

statements, ~eaked memos, and secretly recorded speeches to deny ' 

the violent character and intent of this dictate~~ 

The •Miami Herald, which only 8 months ago i ;p'" tl d to come to 

this conclusion, recently editorialized that the Sandinistas are 

indeed trying to establish another Cuba and that this is a severe 

threat to the people of Central America and to our O':m national 

security. 

If we permit the Soviets, using the Sandinistas, to 

/

establish a beachhead on the American mainland and::;~~!;;­

their subversion, the free world will face a major ~he 

✓ 
~alance of po~er. _ Economic instability, political 

t~rro r iom, and a flood of ~efugees will likely be the price of 

our paralysis. We could turn around one day and find a st~ring of 
-~ dr10-r~ 

✓ ~~~~i!:JUP~-~El' °J thraat -efi ouF soutA0rR border, Congress had better come to grips 
~~ 

with just how high the stakes are if we l81i18 Central America/\ 

I am asking Congress to work with me, to support 
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asking for' stories in support of my program in Central America. 

I only hope that the news media takes the time and effort to . 

present both sides of the issue ,at hand. The communist . 
~-.::::u ~ ~ 

disinformation machine is hard at work~-:-wh~t we' face is too~ 
)-~. _11: 

important not to be handled with the greatest of care --ftfte. -~A -,~ 
~ I - Li:., 

~ profe~There has been some reason for concern on this 

../"' account about charges against the Freedom Fighters~"7/~ 

For example, the falsehood that the democratic resistance is 

mainly composed of ex-backers of Somoza is patently untrue. Yet 

when made by sympathizers to the Sandinista regime, that charge 

often goes unchallenged. -
Last week, a major publication disclosed that, in~ 

~ails of alleged crimes committed by the Nicaraguan democratic 

resistance, it relied on information t ~ □ught to be from an 

"independent investigation." As it turned out, -the supposed 

investigation had been carried out by people closely aligned with 

the Sandinistas and was done in close collaboration with the~ 

regime. One national publication had the coura~e to admit the 

mistake of giving credence to the report. How many other 

broadcast and print journalists didn't bother to correct the 

record and just shrugged off the whole incident? 

Accurate information about what is happening in Central 
~ . 

America is essential. I~ your readers and listeners can 



, count on you. That is what fre·eaorn is all about. I appreciate 
·. 

your being here." Perhaps I can take a· few questions. 

,.,,,,,.. 

· - r. 
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(Rohrabacher/BE) 
April 17, 1985 
4:30 p.m. 

LUNCHEON WITH REGIONAL EDITORS 
AND BROADCASTERS ON BUDGET AND NICARAGUA 
THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 1985 

Thank you and welcome to the White House. I'm always 

pleased to be able to meet with you who operate in a business in 

which every minute counts, where everyone struggles to maintain 

the highest quality, while at the same time fighting against an 

ever-approaching deadline. 
,/ 

Making a decision under the pressure of a deadline can be 
,./"" 

helpf_ul. America is facing a deadline of sorts in the form of an 

ever-increasing national debt. 

With the pressure on to come to grips with this problem, we 

have an opportunity to make real progress cutting spending, 

progress that should have been made long ago. It's not going to 

be easy. We went the extra mile to reach an agreement with the 

Republican leadership of the Senate. I agreed to compromise 

concerning defense and domestic spending issues. It may be hard 

to do, but it's about time everybody gritted their teeth and 

started being part of the solution rather than the problem. 

The choice is not, as some would have us believe, between 

cutting spending and raising taxes. The public doesn't want tax 

increases and, more to the point, tax increases will not lower 

the level of deficit spending. Tax increases will not reduce 

Government's demand on the private economy, which is the core of 

the problem. Tax increases would only serve to kick us back into 

recession, leading to higher deficits. 



Page 2 

When it comes to taxes, what we need is simplification and 

reform, not increases. I think we can and will simplify the 

system and significantly reduce personal and corporate tax rates. 

We can lay the foundation for lower deficits and a vigorous, 

expanding economy. I see a consensus building on the idea of tax 

simplification. If we can also agree on reasonable cuts in 

spending, there is every reason for optimism about America's 

economic future. 

For years, we've known that we must get our/ £iscal house in 

order. Now we have a proposal to do so that wil-1 encourage 

strong and steady growth, without raising taxes, without 

jeopardizing assistance to the needy, and without endangering our 

security. 

You know, when John F. Kennedy said to us 24 years ago: 

"ask not what your country can do for you;" the Federal 

Government wasn't doing nearly as much for us as today. That's 

why, in 1985, it is time to remember the second part of what 

J.F.K. said: " ... ask what you can do for your country." And 

in doing that, support this fair and responsible proposal to get 

spending under control. 

The news media is a vital part of decisions like this. 

Through you, people are made aware of the issues at hand, the 

alternatives, and the consequences. 

Your function is vital to the viability of democracy. 

Without a free press, democracy won't work and all of our other 

rights would be in jeopardy. Thomas Jefferson is often quoted as 

saying, " . were it left to me to decide whether we should 
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have a government without newspapers, or newspapers without a 

gove~runent, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter." 

Jefferson, of course, said that before he was President. 

One of the first institutions to be attacked by tyrants, 

whether they be dictators of the left or right, is the press. 

We've seen this happen far too often -- it is happening in 

Nicaragua today. 

It should not be forgotten that the one incident that 

precipitated the uprising against the Somoza dictatorship was the 

assassination of Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, editor of La Prensa, the 

nation's largest and fiercely independent newspaper. Yet control 

of the press under the Somoza dictatorship, which was decried by 

the Sandinistas, was miniscule compared to the iron-fisted 

censorship now endured today by Nicaraguan journalists. 

Humberto Belli, former editorial page editor of La Prensa, 

details this tragedy in his book, "Nicaragua: Christians Under 

Fire." It describes attacks by Sandinista mobs, official 

closings, the censorship of the news, the kidnapping and beatings 

of reporters. It should be on the reading list of every 

journalist. 

Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, Jr., who took his father's place as 

editor of La Prensa, could no longer stomach the insidious 

destruction of press freedom and the suppression of other 

fundamental human rights. He fled the country. Today, news in 

Nicaragua is as controlled as that in any Eastern European state. 

Even the broadcast of religious services has been interfered 

with. The papers are filled with what the communists consider to 
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be good news. And as Senator Pat Moynihan once observed, 

coun~ries with newspapers filled with good news are likely to 

have jails filled with good people. 

And the jails are being filled with good people. Recently 

we learned that 10 or 11 members of the Social Christian party 

were rounded up and imprisoned. To force them to confess to 

being counter-revolutionaries, more than a hundred family members 

of these political prisoners were also arrested. That's the kind 

of country :.the Sandinistas are building. 

Nicaragua is following a pattern we've seen before. Bigger 

jails are being built. They're called relocation camps. 

Refugees are pouring out of the country. What we are witnessing 

in Nicaragua is the imposition, with ever-increasing intensity, 

of a pro-Soviet dictatorship, serving as a base camp for the 

spread of communism in our hemisphere. 

Three years ago, there was honest disagreement over the 

nature of the Sandinista regime. That regime had been obscuring 

its true goals, deceiving its own supporters, and using a 

reformist cover to lull the press and potential adversaries. 

But, by now, there have been _too many incautious statements, 

leaked memos, and secretly recorded speeches to deny the violent 

character and intent of this dictatorship. 

The Miami Herald, which only 8 months ago had not come to 

this conclusion, recently editorialized that the Sandinistas are, 

indeed, trying to establish another Cuba and that this is a 

severe threat to Central America and to our own national 

security. 
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If we permit the Soviets, using the Sandinistas, to 

establish a beachhead on the American mainland and to spread 

their subversion, the free world will face a major challenge to 

the geopolitical balance of power. Economic instability, 

political subversion and terrorism, and a flood of refugees will 

likely b~ the price of our paralysis. We could turn around one 

day and find a string of anti-American dictatorships in Central 

America and a military threat on our southern border. Congress 

had better come to grips with just how high> the stakes are if 

Central America is lost. I am asking Congr--ess to work with me, 

to support our peace proposal, and not to desert those who are 

struggling for democracy against the communists. Together, we 

can prevent a crisis from happening. 

And I'd like to request something of you as well. I am not 

asking for stories in support of my program in Central America. 

I only hope that the news media takes the time and effort to 

present both sides. The communist disinformation machine is hard 

at work. We have reason for concern on this account about 

charges against the Freedom Fighters. 

For example, the falsehood that the democratic resistance is 

mainly composed of ex-backers of Somoza is patently untrue. ·Yet 

when voiced by apologists for the Sandinista regime, that charge 

often goes unchallenged. 

Last week, a major publication disclosed that, in handling 

the details of alleged crimes committed by the Nicaraguan 

democratic resistance, it relied on information thought to be 

from an "independent investigation." As it turned out, the 
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supposed investigation had been carried out by people closely 

aligned with the Sandinistas and was done in close collaboration 

with the regime. One national publication had the courage to 

admit the mistake of giving credence to the report. How many 

other broadcast and print journalists didn't bother to correct 

the record and just shrugged off the whole incident? 

Accurate information about what is happening in Central 

America is essential. I know your readers and listeners can 

count on you. That is what freedom is all about. I appreciate 

your being here. Perhaps I can take a few questions. 
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Thank you and welcome to the White House. I'm always 

pleased to be able to meet with you who operate in a business in 
, 

which every minute counts, where everyone struggles to maintain 

the highest quality, while at the same time fighting against an 

ever-approaching deadline. · 
/ / 

Making a decision under the pressure of a deadline can be 
__./' __./' 

help~ul. America is facing a deadline of sorts in the form of an 

ever-increasing national debt. 

With the pressure on to come to grips with this problem, we 

have an opportunity to make real progress cutting spending, 

progress that should have been made long ago. It's not going to 

be easy. We went the extra mile to reach an agreement with the 

Republican leadership of the Senate. I . agre.ed to compromise 

concerning defense and domestic spending issues. It may be hard 

to do, but it's about time everybody gritted -their teeth and 

started being part of the solution rather than the problem. 

The choice is not, as some would have us believe, between 

cutting spending and raising taxes. The public doesn't want tax 

increases and, more to the point, tax increases will not lower 

the level of deficit spending. Tax increases will not reduce 

Government's demand on the private economy, which is the core of 

the problem. Tax increases would only serve to kick us back into 

recession, leading to higher deficits. 
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When it comes to taxes, what we need is simplification and 

reform, not increases. I think we can and will simplify the 

system and significantly reduce personal __ and corporate tax rates. 

We can lay the foundation for lower deficits and a vigorous, 

expanding economy. I see a consensus building on the idea of tax 

simplification. If we can also agree on reasonable cuts in : 

spending, there is every reason for optimism about America's 

economic future. 

For years, we've known that we must get our fiscal ho~se in / 

order. Now we have a proposal to do so that will encourag~ __,,,-

strong and steady growth, without raising taxes, without 

jeopardizing assistance to the needy, and without endangering our 

security. 

You know, when John F. Kennedy said to us 24 years ago: 

"ask not what your country can do for you;" the Federal 

Government wasn't doing nearly as much for us as today. That's 

why, in 1985, it is time to remember the second part of what 

J.F.K. said: " ... ask what you can do for your country." And 

in doing that, support this fair and responsible proposal to get 

spending under control. 

The news media is a vital part of decisions like this. 

Through you, people are made aware of the issues at hand, the 

alternatives, and the consequences. 

Your function is vital to the viability of democracy. 

Without a free press, democracy won't work and all of our other 

rights would be in jeopardy. Thomas Jefferson is often quoted as 

saying, n . were it left to me to decide whether we should 
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have a government without newspapers, or newspapers without a 

government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter." 

Jefferson, of course, said that before he was President . 
. 

One of the first institutions to be attacked by tyrants, 

whether they be dictators of the left or right, is the press. 

We've seen this happen far too often -- it is happening in 

Nicaragua today. 

It should not be forgotten that the one incident that 

precip{tated the uprising against the Somoza dictatorship was the 

assass ination of Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, editor of La Prensa, the 

nation's largest and fiercely independent newspaper. Yet control 

of the press under the Somoza dictatorship, which was decried by 

the Sandinistas, was miniscule compared to the iron-fisted 

censorship now endured today by Nicaraguan journalists. 

Humberto Belli, former editorial page editor of La Prensa, 

details this tragedy in his book, "Nicaragua: Christians Under 

Fire." It describes attacks by Sandinista mobs, official 

closing~, the censorshi~ _of the news, the kidnapping and beatings 

of reporters. It should be on the reading list of every 

journa~ist. 

Pedro Joaquin Chamo-rro, Jr., who took his father's place as 

editor of La Prensa, could no longer stomach the insidious 

destruction of press freedom and the suppression of other 

fundamental human rights. He fled the country. Today, news in 

Nicaragua is as controlled as that in any Eastern European state. 

Even the broadcast ot religious services has been interfered 

with. The papers are filled with what the communists consider to 
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be good news. And as Senator Pat Moynihan once observed, 

countries with newspapers filled with good news are likely to 

have jails filled with good people. 

And the jails are being filled with good people. Recently 

we learned that 10 or 11 members of the Social Christian party ­

were rounded up and imprisoned. To force them to confess to 

being counter-revolutionaries, more than a hundred ' family members 

of these political pr~soners were also arr~sted. That's the kind 

of country the Sandinl~tas are building. / 

Nicaragua is fol-lowing a pattern we've seen before. Bigger 

jails are being built. They're called relocation camps. 

Refugees are pouring out of the country. What we are witnessing 

in Nicaragua is the imposition, with ever-increasing intensity, 

of a pro-Soviet dictatorship, serving as a base camp for the 

spread of communism in our hemisphere. 

Three years ago, there was honest disagreement over the 

nature of the Sandinista regime. That regime had been obscuring 

its true goals, deceiving its own supporters, and using a 

reformist cover to lull the press and potential adversaries. 

But, by now, there have been too many ipcautious statements, 

leaked memos, and secretly recorded speeches to deny the violent 

character and intent of this dictatorship. 

The Miami Herald, which only 8 months ago had not come to 

this conclusion, recently editorialized that the Sandinistas are, 

indeed, trying to establish another Cuba and that this is a 

severe threat to Central America and to our own national 

security. 
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If we permit the Soviets, · using the Sandinistas, to 

establish a beachhead on the American mainland and to spread 

their subversion, the free world will face a major challenge to 
. 

the geopolitical balance of power. Economic instability, 

political subversion and terrorism, and a flood of refugees will 

likely be the price of our paralysis. We could turn around one 

day and find a string of anti-American dictatorships in Central 

America and a military threat on our southern border . . Congress 

had better come to grips with just how high the stake~, are if 

Central America is lost. I am asking Congress to work--'with me, 

to support our peace proposal, and not to desert those who are 

struggling for democracy against the communists. Together, we 

can prevent a crisis from happening. 

And I'd like to request something of you as well. I am not 

asking for stories in support of my program in Central America. 

I only hope that the news media takes the time and effort to 

present both sides. The communist disinformation machine is hard 

at work. We have reason for concern on this account about 

charges against the Freedom Fighters. 

For example, the falsehood that the democratic resistance is 

mainlr composed of ex-backers of Somoza is patently untrue. Yet 

when voiced by apologists for the Sandinista regime, that charge 

often goes unchallenged. 

Last week, a major publication disclosed that, in handling 

the details of alleged crimes committed by the Nicaraguan 

democratic resistance, it relied on information thought to be 

from an "independent investigation." As it turned out, the 
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supposed investigation had been carried out by people closely 

aligned with the Sandinistas and was done in close collaboration 

with the regime. One national publicati9n had the courage to 

admit the 'mistake of giving credence to the report. How many 

other _broadcast and print journalists didn't bother to correct . 

the record and just shrugged off, the whole incident? 

Accurate information about -what is happening in Central 

America is essential. I know y_our readers and listeners can 

count on you. That is what fr~edom is all about. I appreciate 

your being here. Perhaps I carrtake a few questions. 
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~-WNCHEON WITH REGIONAL EDITORS 

AND BROADCASTERS ON BUDGET AND NICARAGUA 
THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 1985 

Thank you and welcome to the White House. I'm always 

pleased to be able to meet with you who operate in a business in 

which every minute counts, where everyone struggles to maintain 

the highest quality, while at the same time fighting against an 

ever-approaching deadline. 

Making a decision under the pressure of a deadline can be 

helpf~l. America is facing a deadline of sorts in the form of an 

ever-increasing national debt. 

With the pressure on to come to grips with this problem, we 

have an opportunity to make real progress cutting spending, 

progress that should have been made long ago. It's not going to 

be easy. We went the extra mi _e to reach an agreement with the 

Republican leadership of the Senate. I agreed to compromise 

concerning defense and other domestic spending issues. It may be 

hard to do, but it's about time everybody gritted their teeth and 

started being part of the solution rather than the problem. 

The choice is not, as some would have us believe, between 

cutting spending and raising taxes. The public doesn't want tax 

increases and, more to the point, tax increases will not lower 

the level of deficit spending. Tax increases will not reduce 

Government's demand on the private economy, which is the core of 

the problem. Tax increases would only serve to kick us back into 

recession, leading to higher deficits. 
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When it comes to taxes, what we need is simplification and 

reform, not increases. I think we can· and will simplify the 

system and significantly reduce personal and corporate tax rates. 

we can lay the foundation for lower deficits and a vigorous, 

expanding economy. I see a consensus building on the idea of tax 

simplification. If we can also agree on reasonable cuts in 

spending, there is every reason for optimism about America's 

economic future. 

The news media is a vital part of decisions like this. 

Through you, people are made aware of the issues at hand, the 

alternatives, and the consequences. 

Your function is vital to the viability of democracy. 

Without a free press, democracy won't work and all of our other 

rights are in jeopardy. Thomas Jefferson is often quoted as 

saying, " ... if it were left to me to decide whether we should 

have a government without newspapers, or newspapers without a 

government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter." 

Jefferson, of course, said that before ·he was President. 

One of the first institutions to be attacked by tyrants, 

whether they be dictators of the left or right, is the press. 

We've seen this happen far too often -- it is happening in 

Nicaragua today. 

It should not be forgotten that the one incident that 

precipitated the 

assassination of 

uprising against the Somoza dictatorship 

Pedro~o, editor of La Prensa, the 

was the 

nation's largest and fiercely independent newspaper. Yet control 

of the press under the Somoza dictatorship, which was decried by 
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the Sandinistas, was miniscule ~ompared to the iron-fisted 

censorship now endured today by Nicaraguan journalists. 

A book entitled, "Nicaragua: Christians Under Fire," 
.'i!JI~ ~} 

....authored byfi a former editorial page editor of La Prensa, details 

this tragedy. It describes attacks by Sandinista mobs, official 

closings, the censorship of the news, the kidnapping and b e a t ings 

of reporters. It should be on the reading list of every 

/ journalis~ 

, PedroAcha~~r~o, Jr., who took his father's place as editor 

of La Prensa, ~ o~:~~~ous destruction 

of press freedom and the suppression of other fundamental human 

rights. ✓-1.)i e ti~~~~~o~u~n~t~r~~~-~~n Nicaragua is as 

controlled as that in any Eastern ~uropean state. Even the 

broadcast of religious services has been interfered with. The 

papers are filled with what the communists consider to be good 

news. And as Senator Pat Moynihan once observed, countries with 

newspapers filled with good news are likely to have jails filled 

with good people. 

And the jails are being filled with good people. Recently, 

10 or 11 members of the Social Christian party were rounded up 

and imprisoned, charged with being counter-revolutionaries. To 

force them to confess, more than a hundred family members of 

these political prisoners were also arrested. That's a tactic 

the Sandinistas learned from Cuba. That's the kind of country 

the Sandinistas are building. 

Nicaragua is following a pattern we've seen before. Bigger 

jails are being built. 
11 • h They're called relocation camps. 
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Refugees are pouring out of the country. What we are witnessing 

in Nicaragua is the imposition, with ever-increasing intensity, 

of a pro-Soviet dictatorship, serving as a base camp for the 

spread of COinf!lUnism in our hemisphere. 

~~ ago, there was honest disagreement by some over 

the nature of the Sandinista regime. That regime had been 

keeping its true goals secret, deceiving its own ~ , and 
~ 

using _.. reformist eever to lull the press and potential 

adversaries . . • But, by now, there· have been too many incautious ~ 

statements, ~eaked memos, and secretly recorded speeches to deny ' 

the violent character and intent of this dictator:.:,~ 

The •Miami Herald, which only 8 months ago t~E l to come to 

this conclusion, recently editorialized that the Sandinistas are 

indeed trying to establish another Cuba and that this is a severe 

threat to the people of Central America and to our m-m national 

security. 

If we permit the Soviets, using the Sandinistas, to 

/

establish a beachhead on the American mainland and ~~ 1;:-­

their subversion, the free world will face a major ~he 

✓ 
~ alance of power. Economic instability, political 

~~rrsriFJTI, and a flood of refugees will likely be the price of 

our paralysis. We could turn around one day and find a string of 
-~ -drio-r~~ 

✓ ~~~~i:-J~P~-~ • • • ··a 
°'J tar~.~ @R sur seu~A8ER eereer, Congress had better come to grips 

l,4.~ 
with just how high the stakes are if we 18218 Central America /\ 

/ am asking Congress to work with me, to support 



asking for stories in support of my program in Central America. 

I only hope that the news media takes the time and effort to 

present both sides of the issue at hand. The communist . 
~~ ~ ~ 

disinformation machine is hard at work; -~-Wh~ t we' face is too ~ 
,_-"'- • _ 17: 

important not to be handled with the greatest of care -a-ne - Jl':1 -,~ 
~ J ·'- L 

~ profe~ There has been some reason for concern on this 

_,,.,,-. account about charges against the Freedom Fighters ..-<..,<,-'~~ 

For example, the falsehood that the democratic resistance is 

mainly composed of ex-backers of Somoza is patently untrue. Yet 

when made by sympathizers to the Sandinista regime, that charge 

often goes unchallenged. -
Last week, a major publication disclosed that, in ~ 

~ ails of alleged crimes committed by the Nicaraguan democratic 

resistance, it relied on information t ~ought to be from an 

"independent investigation." As it turned out, the supposed 

investigation had been carried out by people closely aligned with 

the Sandin i stas and was done in close collaboration with the ~ 

regime. One national publication had the courage to admit the 

mistake of giving credence to the report. How many other 

broadcast and print journalists didn't bother to correct the 

record and just shrugged off the whole incident? 

Accurate information about what is happening in Central 

~ . 
America is essential ~ I Jffi.e-w your readers and listeners can 
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. count on you. That is what fre.edom is all about. I appreciate 

your being here. Perhaps I can take~ few questions. 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LUNCHEON WITH REGIONAL EDITORS 
AND BROADCASTERS ON BUDGET AND NICARAGUA 
THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 1985 

Thank you and welcome to the White House. I'm always 

pleased to be able to meet with you who operate in a business in 

which every minute counts, where everyone struggles to maintain 

the highest quality, while at the same time fighting against an 

ever-approaching deadline. 

Making a decision under the pressure of a deadline can be 

helpful. America is facing a deadline of sorts in the form of an 

ever-increasing national debt. 

With the pressure on to come to grips with this problem, we 

have an opportunity to make real progress cutting spending, 

progress that should have been made long ago. It's not going to 

be easy. We went the extra mile to reach an agreement with the 

Republican leadership of the Senate. I agreed to compromise 

concerning defense and domestic spending issues. It may be hard 

to do, but it's about time everybody gritted their teeth and 

started being part of the solution rather than the problem. 

The choice is not, as some would have us believe, between 

cutting spending and raising taxes. The public doesn't want tax 

increases and, more to the point, tax increases will not lower 

the level of deficit spending. Tax increases will not reduce 

Government's demand on the private economy, which is the core of 

the problem. Tax increases would only serve to kick us back into 

recession, leading to higher deficits. 
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be good news. And as Senator Pat Moynihan once observed, 

countries with newspapers filled with good news are likely to 

have jails filled with good people. 

And the jails are being filled with good people. Recently 

we learned that 10 or 11 members of the Social Christian party 

were rounded up and imprisoned. To force them to confess to 

being counter- revolutionaries, more than a hundred family members 

of these political prisoners were also arrested. That's the kind 

of country the Sandinistas are building. 

Nicaragua is following a pattern we've seen before. Bigger 

jails are being built. They're called relocation camps. 

Refugees are pouring out of the country. What we are witnessing 

in Nicaragua is the imposition, with ever-increasing intensity, 

of a pro-Soviet dictatorship, serving as a base camp for the 

spread of communism in our hemisphere. 

Three years ago, there was honest disagreement over the 

nature of the Sandinista regime. That regime had been obscuring 

its true goals, deceiving its own supporters, and using a 

reformist cover to lull the press and potential adversaries. 

But, by now, there have been too many incautious statements, 

leaked memos, and secretly recorded speeches to deny the violent 

character and intent of this dictatorship. _ __/ f 
~~ ✓ 

The Miami Herald, which only 8 months ago refnsed te come t 9".\ 

this conclusion, recently editorialized that the Sandinistas are, 

indeed, trying to establish another Cuba and that this is a 

severe threat to Central America and to our own national 

security. 

\ 
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If we permit the Soviets, using the Sandinistas, to 

establish a beachhead on the American mainland and to spread 

their subversion, the free world will face a major challenge to 

the geopolitical balance of power. Economic instability, 

political subversion and terrorism, and a flood of refugees will 

likely be the price of our paralysis. We could turn around one 

day and find a string of anti-American dictatorships in Central 

America and a military threat on our southern border. Congress 

had better come to grips with just how high the stakes are if 

Central America is lost. I am asking Congress to work with me, 

to support our peace proposal, and not to desert those who are 

struggling for democracy against the communists. Together, we 

can prevent a crisis from happening. 

And I'd like to request something of you as well. I am not 

asking for stories in support of my program in Central America. 

I only hope that the news media takes the time and effort to 

present both sides. The communist disinformation machine is hard 

at work. We have reason for concern on this account about 

charges against the Freedom Fighters. 

For example, the falsehood that the democratic resistance is 

mainly composed of ex-backers of Somoza is patently untrue. Yet 

when voiced by apologists for the Sandinista regime, that charge 

often goes unchallenged. 

Last week, a major publication disclosed that, in ,J:.£~:;)J;.~~~ 

the details of alleged crimes committed by the Nicaraguan 

democratic resistance, it relied on information thought to be 

from an "independent investigation." As it turned out, the 
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Thank you and welcome to the White House. I'm always 

pleased to be able to meet with you who operate in a business in 

which every minute counts, where everyone struggles to maintain 

the highest quality, while at the same time fighting against an 

ever-approaching deadline. 

Making a decision under the pressure of a deadline can be 

helpful. America is facing a deadline of sorts in the form of an 

ever-increasing national debt. 

With the pressure on to come to grips with this problem, we 

have an opportunity to make real progress cutting spending, 

progress that should have been made long ago. It's not going to 

be easy. We went the extra mile to reach an agreement with the 

Republican leadership of the Senate. I agreed to compromise 

concerning defense and domestic spending issues. It may be hard 

to do, but it's about time everybody gritted their teeth and 

started being part of the solution rather than the problem. 

The choice is not, as some would have us believe, between 

cutting spending and raising taxes. The public doesn't want tax 

increases and, more to the point, tax increases will not lower 

the level of deficit spending. Tax increases will not reduce 

Government's demand on the private economy, which is the core of 

the problem. Tax increases would only serve to kick us back into 

recession, leading to higher deficits. 
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When it comes to taxes, what we need is simplification and 

reform, not increases. I think we can and will simplify the 

system and significantly reduce personal and corporate tax rates. 

we can lay the foundation for lower deficits and a vigorous, 

expanding economy. I see a consensus building on the idea of tax 

simplification. If we can also agree on reasonable cuts in 

spending, there is every reason for optimism about America's 

economic future. 

For years, we've known that we must get our fiscal house in 

order. Now we have a proposal to do so that will encourage 

strong and steady growth, without raising taxes, without 

jeopardizing assistance to the needy) and without endangering our 

security. 

You know, when John F. Kennedy said to us 24 years ago: ;;{sk 

Government wasn't doing nearly as much for us as tot:;..· That's 
~ .:S-8'.. 

wh~ in 1985, it is time to remember the second part of hM 
s • cl 
t!~ i!li.en4 11 

••• /sk what you can do for your country II and in 
0 • ~ 

doing that/ suppor~this fair and responsible proposal to get 

spending under control. 

The news media is a vital part of decisions like this. 

Through you, people are made aware of the issues at hand, the 

alternatives, and the consequences. 

Your function is vital to the viability of democracy. 

Without a free press, democracy won't work and all of our other 

rights would be in jeopardy. Thomas Jefferson is often quoted as 

saying, 11 . were it left to me to decide whether we should 
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If we permit the Soviets, using the Sandinistas, to 

establish a beachhead on the American mainland and t? ~~read _,riG. 
~ •• ~ 

their subversion, the free world will face a major ssift H'! the 

geopolitical balance of power. Economic instability, political 
~ J 

~~~ terrorism, and a flood of refugees will likely be the price of 

our paralysis. We could turn around one day and find a string of 

anti-American dictatorships in Central America and a military 

threat on our southern border. Congress had better come to grips 

with just how high the stakes are if Central America is lost. I 

am asking Congress to work with me, to support our peace 

proposal, and not to desert those who are struggling for 

democracy against the communists. Together, we can prevent a 

crisis from happening. 

And I'd like to request something of you as well. I am not 

asking for stories in support of my program in Central America. 

I only hope that the news media takes the time and effort to 

present both sides. The communist disinformation machine is hard 

at work. We have reason for concern on this account about 

charges against the Freedom Fighters. 

For example, the falsehood that the democratic resistance is 

mainly composed of ex-backers of Somoza is patently untrue. Yet 

when voiced by apologists for the Sandinista regime, that charge 

often goes unchallenged. 

Last week, a major publication disclosed that, in reporting 

the details of alleged crimes committed by the Nicaraguan 

democratic resistance, it relied on information thought to be 

from an "independent investigation." As it turned out, the 
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Thank you and welcome to the White House. I'm always 

pleased to be able to meet with you who operate in a business in 

which every minute counts, where everyone struggles to maintain 

the highest quality, while at the same time fighting against an 

ever-approaching deadline. 

Making a decision under the pressure of a deadline can be 
,,/'" 

helpful. America is facing a deadline of sorts in the form of an 

ever-increasing national debt. 

With the pressure on to come to grips with this problem, we 

have an opportunity to make real progress cutting spending, 

progress that should have been made long ago. It's not going to 

be easy. We went the extra mile to reach an agreement with the 

Republican leadership of the Senate. I agreed to compromise 

concerning defense and domestic spending issues. It may be hard 

to do, but it's about time everybody gritted their teeth and 

started being part of the solution rather than the problem. 

The choice is not, as some would have us believe, between 

cutting spending and raising taxes. The public doesn't want tax 

increases and, more to the point, tax increases will not lower 

the level of deficit spending. Tax increases will not reduce 

Government's demand on the private economy, which is the core of 

the problem. Tax increases would only serve to kick us back into 

recession, leading to higher deficits. 
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When it comes to taxes, what we need is simplification and 

reform, not increases. I think we can and will simplify the 

system and significantly reduce personal . and corporate tax rates. 

We can lay the foundation for lower deficits and a vigorous, 

expanding economy. I see a consensus building on the idea of tax 

simplification. If we can also agree on reasonable cuts in 

spending, there is every. reason for optimism about Americ 's ~. 
' • • ~ ~.::me-- I / I 

economic future. 1 .rl,MM,,CJT • ~µ.. ._ 1'foilrBll 1 ~ ~ 
'ft 1..,e Pf •'7S W-'--ciA Z.,.j; ,~ :, • w--.f \r'-

• "-f~tH,.._e ~&, -~ ~~ ~ ·"""'J, ~ ~ 
t.ilR€-flew;s - ed:i a- i-s a vit-a'i part of ecisions like this. ~r-('~) 

.=:ii.=.._ ou ,-,----people are made aware of the issues at hand, the ~ 

~ I~ ,J~kl4 
~'4- 1,.r.f" .. alternatives, and the consequences. 

; 

Your function is vital to the viability of d e moc r acy. 

Without a free press, democracy won't work and all of our other 

rights would be in jeopardy. Thomas Jefferson is often quoted ~':f,,..,_ t 
w "t;':-:rc) L 

saying, 11
• • • were it left to me to decide whether we should ( , I~ 

~ es re 
have a government without newspapers, or newspapers without a ial1 ) ~~J 

.,,- ,z:. 
government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latt 11 'r: 

Jefferson, of course, said that before he was President. 

One of the first institutions to be attacked by tyrants, 

whether they be dictators of the left or right, is the press. 

We've seen this happen far too often -- it is happe ning in 

Nicaragua today. 

It should not be forgotten that the one incident that 

precipitated the uprising against the Somoza dictatorship was 

assassination of Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, editor of La Prensa, 

nation's large st and fiercely independent newspaper. 

of the press under the Somoza dictatorship, which was 

~ 
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the Sandinistas, was miniscule ·compared to the iron-fisted 

censorship now endured today by Nicaraguan journalists. 

Humberto Belli, former editorial page editor of La Prensa, 

details t~is tragedy in his book, "Nicaragua: Christians Under 

Fire." It describes attacks by Sandinista mobs, official 

closings, the censorship of the newsJ the kidnapping and beatings 

of reporters. It should be on the reading list of every 

journalist. 

Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, Jr., "V'10 took his father's place as 

editor of La Prensa, could no longer stomach the insidious 

destruction of press freedom and the suppression of other 

fundamental human rights. He fled the country. Today, news in 

Nicaragua is as controlled as that in any Eastern European state. 

Even the broadcast of religious services has been interfered 

with. The papers are filled with what the communists consider to 

be good news. And as Senator Pat Moynihan once observed, 

countries with newspapers filled with good news are likely to 

have jails filled with good people. 

And the jails are being filled with good people. Recently 

we learned that 10 or 11 members of the Social Christian party 

were rounded up and imprisoned. To force them to confess to 

being counter-revolutionaries, more than a hundred family members 

of these political prisoners were also arrested. That's the kind 

of country the Sandinistas are building. 

Nicaragua is following a pattern we've seen before. Bigger 

jails are being built. They're called relocation camps. 

Refugees are pouring out of the country. What we are witnessing 
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in Nicaragua is the imposition, with ever-increasing intensity, 

of a pro-Soviet dictatorship, serving as a base camp for the 

spread of communism in our hemisphere. 

Three years ago, there was honest disagreement over the 

nature of the Sandinista regime. That regime had been obscuring 

its true goals, deceiving its own supporters, and using a 

reformist- cover to lull the press and potential adversaries. 

But, by now, there have been too many incautious statements, 

leaked m~rnos, and secretly recorded speeches to deny the violent 

charactef and intent of this dictatorship. 

The Miami Herald, which only 8 months ago refused to come to 

this conclusion, recently editorialized that the Sandinistas are, 

indeed, trying to establish another Cuba and that this is a 

severe threat to Central America and to our own national 

security. 

If we permit the Soviets, using the Sandinistas, to 

establish a beachhead on the American mainland and to spread 

their subversion, the free world will face a major shift in the 

geopolitical balance of power. Economic instability, political 

terrorism, and a flood of ~efugees will likely be the price of 

our paralysis. We could turn around one day and find a string of 

anti-American dictatorships in Central America and a military 

threat on our southern border. 
,r1- J I ., 

Cong~e~s had better come to grips 

with ju~~op!;zt ~ e()~ ~ ~ !ivfe~ r~ ica is lost. · I 

am asking Cortgress .t p ~ ork wit? m:.k to ~support~those who are 
Cl-~~6f ~ Lo M~~; • 

struggling for ~ emocracy ~,a r e,, Together, we can prevent a 

crisis from happening. 
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And I'd like to request something of you as well. I am not 

asking for stories in support of my program in Central America. 

I only hope that the news media takes the time and _effort to 

present both side5t M the ·=:tas&Cffa't l:l.and .-" J:e c unist 

disinformation machine is hard at work. We!!l!t we f-ae-e ~s . t,Q,Q 

·g-r-eates, care and 

~ s s--i @iNit1d:em 'ili\raa.e aas lelee!'t some reason for concern on this 

account about charges against the Freedom Fighters. 

For e xample, the falsehood that the democratic resistance is 

mainly composed of ex-backers of Somoza is patently untrue. Yet 

when voiced by apologists for the Sandinista regime, that charge 

often ·goes unchallenged. 

Last week, a major publication disclosed that, in reporting 

the details of alleged crimes committed by the Nicaraguan 

democratic resistance, it relied on information thought to be 

from an "independent investigation." As it turned out, the 

supposed investigation had been carried out by people closely 

_aligned with the Sandinistas and was done in close collaboration 

with the regime. One national publication had the courage to 

admit the mistake of giving credence to the report. How many 

- other broadcast and print journalists didn't bother to correct 

the record and just shrugged off the whole incident? 

Accurate information about what is happening in Central 

America is essential. I know your readers and listeners can 

count on you. That is what freedom is all about. I appreciate 

your being here. Perhaps I can take a few questions. 
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Thank you and welcome to the White House. I'm always 

pleased to be able to meet with you who operate in a business in 

which every minute counts, where everyone struggles to maintain 

the highest quality, while at the same time fighting against an 

ever-approaching deadline. 
_,.,/ 

Making a decision under the pressure of a deadline can be 
~ 

helpful. America is facing a deadline of sorts in the form of an 

ever-increasing national debt. 

With the pressure on to come to grips with this problem, we 

have an opportunity to make real progress cutting spending, 

progress that should have been made long ago. It's not going to 

be easy. We went the extra mile to reach an agreement with the 

Republican leadership of the Senate. I agreed to compromise 

concerning defense and domestic spending issues. It may be hard 

to do, but it's about time everybody gritted their teeth and 

started being part of the solution rather than the problem. 

The choice is not, as some would have us believe, between 

cutting spending and raising taxes. The public doesn't want tax ~ 

increases and, more to the point, tax increases will not lower 

the level of deficit spending. Tax increases will not reduce 

Government's demand on the private economy, which is the core of 

the problem. Tax increases would only serve to kick us back into 

recession, leading to higher deficits. 
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When it comes to taxes, what we need is simplification and 

refo~m, not increases. I think we can and will simplify the 

system and significantly reduce personal _and corporate tax rates. 

We can lay the foundation for lower deficits and a vigorous, 

expanding economy. I see a consensus building on the idea of tax 

simplification. If we can also agree on reasonable cuts in 

spending, there is every reason for optimism about America's 

economic future. 

The news media is ·a- vital part of decisions like this. 
/ 

Through you, people arE1/inade aware of the issues at hand, the 

alternatives, and the consequences. 

Your function is vital to the viability of democracy. 

Without a free press, democracy won't work and all of our other 

rights would be in jeopardy. Thomas Jefferson is o£ten quoted as 

saying, " ... were it left to me to decide whether we should 

have a government without newspapers, or newspapers without a 

government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter." 

Jefferson, of course, said that before he was President. 

One of the first institutions to be attacked by tyrants, 

whether they be dictators of the left or right, is the press. 

We've seen this happen far too often -- it is happening in 

Nicaragua today. 

It should not be forgotten that the one incident that 

precipitated the uprising against the Somoza dictatorship was the 

assassination of Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, editor of La Prensa, the 

nation's largest and fiercely independent newspaper. Yet control 

of the press under the Somoza dictatorship, which was decried by 
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the Sandinistas, was miniscule .compared to the iron-fisted 

cens0rship now endured today by Nicaraguan journalists. 

Humberto Belli, former editorial page editor of La Prensa, 

details this tragedy in his book, "Nicaragua: Christians Under 

Fire." It describes attacks by Sandinista mobs, official 

closings, the censorship of the news, the kidnapping and beatings 

of reporters. It should -be on the reading list of every 

journalist. 

Pedro Joaquin Cham~rro, Jr., who took his father's place as 

editor of La Prensa, cou-l"'d no longer stomach the insidious 

destruction of press freedom and the suppression of other 

fundamental human rights. He fled the country. Today, news in 

Nicaragua is as controlled as that in any Eastern European state. 

Even the broadcast of religious services has been interfered 

with. The papers are filled with what the communists consider to 

be good news. And as Senator Pat Moynihan once observed, 

countries with newspapers filled with good news are likely to 

have jails filled with good people. 

And the jails are being filled with good people. Recently 

we learned that 10 or 11 members of the Social Christian party 

were rounded up and imprisoned. To force -them to confess to 

being counter-revolutionaries, more than a hundred family members 

of these political prisoners were also arrested. That's the kind 

of country the Sandinistas are building. 

Nicaragua is following a pattern we've seen before. Bigger 

jails are being built. They're called relocation camps. 

Refugees are pouring out of the country. What we are witnessing 
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in Nicaragua is the imposition, with ever-increasing intensity, 

of a pro-Soviet dictatorship, serving as a base camp for the 

spread of communism in our hemisphere. 

Thre~ years ago, there was honest disagreement over the 

nature of the Sandinista regime. That regime had been obscuring 

its true goals, deceiving its own supporters, and using a 

- reformist cover to lull the press and potential adversaries. 

But, by now, there have been too many incautious statements, 

~ leaked memos, and secretly recorded speeches to deny the violent 

/"' character and intent of this dictatorship. 

The Miami Herald, which only 8 months ago refused to come to 

this conclusion, recently editorialized that the Sandinistas are, 

indeed, trying to establish another Cuba and that this is a 

severe threat to Central America and to our own nat·ional 

security. 

If we permit the Soviets, using the Sandinistas, to 

establish a beachhead on the American mainland and to spread 

their subversi~n, the free world will face a major shift in the 

geopolitical balance of power. Economic instability, political 

terrorism, and? flood of refugees will likely be the price of 

our paralysis. · We could turn around one day and find a string of 

anti-American dictatorships in Central America and a military 

threat on our southern border. Congress had better come to grips 

with just how high the stakes are if Central America is lost. I 

am asking Congress to work with me, to support those who are 

struggling for democracy and peace. Together, we can prevent a 

crisis from happening. 
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And I'd like to request something of you as well. I am not 

aski~g for stories in support of my program in Central America. 

I only hope that the news media takes the time and effort to 

present both sides of the issue at hand. The communist 

disinformation machine is hard at work. What we face is too 

important not to be handled with the greatest of care and 

professionalism. There has been some reason for concern on this 

account about charges against the Freedom Fighters. 

For example, the falsehood that the democratic resistance is 

mainly composed of ex-backers of Somoza is patently untrue. Yet 

when voiced by apologists for the Sandinista regime, that charge 

often goes unchallenged. 

Last week, a major publication disclosed that, in reporting 

the details of alleged crimes committed by the Nicaraguan 

democratic resistance, it relied on information thought to be 

from an "independent investigation." As it turned out, the 

supposed investigation had been carried out by people closely 

aligned with the Sandinistas and was done in close collaboration 

with the regime. One national publication had the courage to 

admit the mistake of giving credence to the report. How many 

other broadcast and print journalists didn't bother to correct 

the record and just shrugged off the whole incident? 

Accurate information about what is happening in Central 

America is essential. I know your readers and listeners can 

count on you. That is what freedom is all about. I appreciate 

your being here. Perhaps I can take a few questions. 
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Thank you and welcome to the White House. I'm always 

pleased to be able to meet with you who operate in a business in 

which every minute counts, where everyone struggles to maintain 

the highest quality, while at the same time fighting against an 

ever-approaching deadline. 

Making a decision under the pressure of a deadline can be 

helpfpl. America is facing a deadline of sorts in the form of an 

ever-increasing national debt. 

With the pressure on to come to grips with this problem, we 

have an opportunity to make real progress cutting spending, 

progress that should have been made long ago. It's not going to 

be easy. We went the extra mile to reach an agreement with the 

Republican leadership of the Senate. I agreed to compromise 

concerning defense and domestic spending issues. It may be hard 

to do, but it's about time everybody gritted their teeth and 

started being part of the solution rather than the problem. 

The choice is not, as some would have us believe, between 

cutting spending artd raising taxes. The public doesn't want tax 

increases and, more to the point, tax increases will not lower 

the level of deficit spending. Tax increases will not reduce 

Government's demand on the private economy, which is the core of 

the problem. Tax increases would only serve to kick us back into 

recession, leading to higher deficits. 
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When it comes to taxes, what we need is simplification and 

reform, not increases. I think we can and will simplify the 

system and significantly reduce personal and corporate tax rates. 

We can lay the foundation for lower deficits and a vigorous, 

expanding economy. I see a consensus building on the idea of tax 

simplification. If we can also agree on reasonable cuts in 

spending, there is every reason for optimism about America's 

economic future. 

The news media is a vital part of decisions like this. 

Through you, people are made aware of the issues at hand, the 

alternatives, and the consequences. 

Your function is vital to the viability of democracy. 

Without a free press, democracy won't work and all of our other 

rights would be in jeopardy. Thomas Jefferson is often quoted as 

saying, " ... were it left to me to decide whether we should 

have a government without newspapers, or newspapers without a 

government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter." 

Jefferson, of course, said that before he was President. 

One of the first institutions to be attacked by tyrants, 

whether they be dictators of the left or right, is the press. 

We've seen this happen far too often -- it is happening in 

Nicaragua today. 

It should not be forgotten that the one incident that 

precipitated the uprising against the Somoza dictatorship was the 

assassination of Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, editor of La Prensa, the 

nation's largest and fiercely independent newspaper. Yet control 

of the press under the Somoza dictatorship, which was decried by 
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the Sandinistas, was miniscule ·compared to the iron-fisted 

censorship now endured today by Nicaraguan journalists. 

Humberto Belli, former editorial page editor of La Prensa, 

details t~is tragedy in his book, "Nicaragua: Christians Under 

Fire." It describes attacks by Sandinista mobs, official 

closings, the censorship of the news, the kidnapping and beatings 

of r e porters. It should be on the reading list of every 

journalist. 

Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, Jr., who took his father's place as 

editor of La Prensa, could no longer stomach the insidious 

destruction of press freedom and the suppression of other 

fundamental human rights. He fled the country. Today, news in 

Nicaragua is as controlled as that in any Eastern European state. 

Even the broadcast of religious services has been interfered 

with. The papers are filled with what the communists consider to 

be good news. And as Senator Pat Moynihan once observed, 

countries with newspapers filled with good news are likely to 

have jails filled with good people. 

And the jails are being filled with good people. Recently 

we learned that 10 or 11 members of the Social Christian party 

were rounded up and imprisoned. To force them to confess to 

being counter-revolutionaries, more than a hundred family members 

of these political prisoners were also arrested. That's the kind 

of country the Sandinistas are building. 

Nicaragua is following a pattern we've seen before. Bigger 

jails are being built. They're called relocation camps. 

Refugees are pouring out of the country. What we are witnessing 
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in Nicaragua is the imposition, with ever-increasing intensity, 

of a pro-Soviet dictatorship, serving as a base camp for the 

spread of communism in our hemisphere . 
. 

Three years ago, there was honest disagreement over the 

nature of the Sandinista regime. That regime had been obscuring 

its true goals, deceiving its own supporters, and using a 

reformist cover to lull the press and potential adversaries. 

But, by now, there have been too many incautious statements, 

leaked memos, and secretly recorded speeches to deny,,,- the violent 

character and intent of this dictatorship. _,,,,,,,.-

The Miami Herald, which only 8 months ago refused to come to 

this conclusion, recently editorialized that the Sandinistas are, 

indeed, trying to establish another Cuba and that this is a 

severe threat to Central America and to our own national 

security. 

If we permit the Soviets, using the Sandinistas, to 

establish a beachhead on the American mainland and to spread 

their subversion, the free world will face a major shift in the 

geopolitical balance of power. Economic instability, political 

terrorism, and a flood of refugees will likely be the price of 

our paralysis. We could turn around one day and find a string of 

anti-American dictatorships in Central America and a military 

threat on our southern border. Congress had better come to grips 

with just how high the stakes are if Central America is lost. I 

am asking Congress to work with me, to support those who are 

struggling for democracy and peace. Together, we can prevent a 

crisis from happening. 
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And I'd like to request something of you as well. I am not 

asking for stories in support of my program in Central America. 

I only hope that the news media takes the time and effort to 
. 

present both sides of the issue at hand. The communist 

disinformation machine is hard at work. What we face is too 

important not to be handled with the greatest of care and 

professionalism. There has been some reason for concern on this 

account about charges against the Freedom Fighters. 

For example, the fal;s-ehood that the democratic resistance is 

mainly composed of ex-baalCers of Somoza is patently untrue. Yet 

when voiced by apologists for the Sandinista regime, that charge 

often goes unchallenged. 

Last week, a major publication disclosed that, in reporting 

the details of alleged crimes committed by the Nicaraguan 

democratic resistance, it relied on information thought to be 

from an "independent investigation." As it turned out, the 

supposed investigation had been carried oui by people closely 

aligned with the Sandinistas and was done in close collaboration 

with the regime. One national publication had the courage to 

admit the mistake of giving credence to th~ report. How many 

other broadcast and print journalists didn't bother to correct 

the record and just shrugged off the whole incident? 

Accurate information about what is happening in Central 

America is essential. I know your readers and listeners can 

count on you. That is what freedom is all about. I appreciate 

your being here. Perhaps I can take a few questions. 
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a;?? re, 0 0 
Thank you and we1come to the ~hi'te 'House. I'm always 

5 I-;; It 1>1.,.;1 

R,,, o 1n .A".r"' 

"::. '-' .!. / , 7-
✓ ,,,.. _ y 

pleased to be able to meet with you who operate in a business ~n 

V - V .V--- V' 

which every minute counts, where everyone struggles to maintain 

the highest quality, while at the same time fight i ;g aga1nst an 
. ../ ,,,,,,,--

ever-approaching deadline. 
_,,/ 

Making a decision under the pressure of a deadline can be 
/" 

helpf~l. America is facing a deadline of sorts in the form of an 

ever-increasing national debt. 

With the pressure on to come to grips with this problem, we 

have an opportunity to make real progress cutting spending, 

progress that should have been made long ago. It's not going to 

be easy. 
✓ / v · ✓ v- ..,.,. ,.,,..~ ,_ 

We went the extra mile to reach an agreement with the 
v _,,-- ~ e.--

Republican leadership d'f the Senate. I agre ed to c~promise 

concerni ng de'fense aria ~om~tic 
v - . 1-J..,,-

spending issues. It may be 

hard to do, but it's about time everybody gritted their teeth and 

started being part of the solution rather than the problem. 

The choice is not; as some would have us believe, between 

cutting spending and raising taxes. 
v ✓- v l./'v 

The public doesn't want tax 

. I/"' increases d h 
. ✓ . v 

an, more tote point, tax increases 
'< V" 1,/" 

wiJ.l not lower 

the le~el 
..,.,.- ✓ .0-

of deficit spending. 
..,,,,.... ..,,,,.... ,._, i,,-;~ ...--

Tax increases wi~l not reduce 

v · 
Government's 

V V 
the problem. 

c'femand on the prfvate eco~omy, which is 
V • V ce,,,.lt/ ...,..- V V' .. , 

Tax increases woara only serve to kick 
V .• ~,, v · _.. 

recession, leading to higher deficits. 

..-
the co'fe of 

,._,. t,,.. L -· 

us back into 
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When it comes to taxes, wh~t ~ ne~d i ~ siniplification and 
r V .v · ~ 

reform, not increases. I think we cc:rii an~ will si~plify the 

sys~ aKd significantly reduce pehonal _an11 corpc>rate t~j( r'a'tes. 

We can lay·· the foundation ~or· lower deficits and a vigorous, 
• ✓-- v- V (,.,,- t.r 

expanding economy. I see a consensus building oii the idea of 

simpl'ification. ·rf we can also agree on reasonable cuts in 

spending, there is every reason for optimism about Ame rica's 

economic future. 

The news media is a vital part of decisions like this. 

v-· t-- .,/ V [ ' .r--Th rough you, p e ople are ma<cle aware o the issues at hand, the 

alterna'-fives, a Kd the donsequences. 

✓ V ✓. (,, V -One of the tirst ins~itutions to be attacked lJy tyrants, 

h h h b d . l '-1"' h ~f V' ......-- h • V h ~ -wet er t ey e ictators OI t e let or rig t, is t e press. 

We've s een this happen fYr tcS-6 oKen -- it is h a ppening {n 
., ✓ 

Nicaragua today. 
v · Y ✓ v 

It should not be forgotten that the one incident that 

precipitated ttie up~ sing . aga inst the Somoza d~ ;tatorship 
I,,-- ✓- JoM~'~ V. v-- V 

assassination o E PedroAChamorro, editor of Lcr'Prensa, the 

v­
was 

✓ 

.__-­
tax 

the 

nati~'s la'rgest an'd fierc;ely in~ pendent new'spaper. Yet control 

c{f the pr~s unde"r the Sombza di c tatorship, whkh was dec~ ied b; 

X 
/ '. 
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~ ✓d. . t ✓ • ./ 1 • v d ._..,.,- h . v · . d tue San 1n1s as, was min1scu e compare tote iron-fiste 

cens~rship n~ ~na~red tocr{y bfNic~raguan joJf'nalists. 

,r-book entitled; ~a~gua: Cbx;;;tians_ynM'~r F.i~e,~ 

~~I~ • I 

.... a.utbqred h1 a_ for:mer ed ro'rial p~ ed~1:or c:5-f' Lcf ' .Pr'ei-isa, dehils 
✓- .,,,c-,A:¢~ ✓ v-'" 

this tragedy. It describes attacks by✓Sandinista ~obs, official 

cl~ings, the cen~ship o'f the n~s, the kidKapping aJd b~ tings 

of'repb'rters. It should be on the reading list of every 

-/ journalist. :, 
; V JoA~/tv 

Pedro.AChamorro, 
)'. 1 ,.<~, r:::J . .v __/ :£,..,- / .,,,- .,,.,.. .,,...... .....-- -- .._...... 

t.9.r La-~Prepsa, could no longer stomach the insidious destruction 

of pr~ s freedom anc( the suppression o":f ot:her fuildamental fiuman 
,. / ' r:··~ ~ 

righ<s. Ffe ' flkcf the c &uritry. Toaa'y, n~s in ..... Ni~~ agua r~ ~~ 
~ - ✓ ,/. .v 1,/ :,..,' ;,/ ✓ 

controlled as that in any Eastern European state. Even the 

b d V ✓-f I✓ . V V V . V , / roa cast o re igious services has been interfered with. The 

papers are filled with what the communists consider to be good } 
'S." ' ~A. 

And 
K 'i),<-. t.>- • .....-\._ > \.----" , . ~ - \V• O'j'' ' l,'1 .,: 

news. as Senator Pat Moynihan once observed, countries with ~,_,/, ' ':>.:.t.i, 

._>--- ,>- v''· ._.>- , :', . ' ·0 ;- _,>., ~, ~ ~ . l)1/ 
n ewspapers filled with good news at'e like·f'y to have jails ~\lle~ µ :.:Cr:. 

. .:::,,-h . v ·d 0--- ---- ~ ./ 1,,),t. ,<-< rHt~1 • A.I. ~/ /Tl ()ll 3 ,c.,;.) 
wit goo people. ~al) i • .v.c.. ,.r,,~~ I), _....._IJJ, ,.Jgj / : 

~µ_~.t-.. -~...-,t ,-{ drrv-'- ---
And the jails are being filled eople. Rece~tly•tiA) ~ 

the Sandinistas are building. 

Nicaragua is following a patte rn we've seen before. 
I 

• .Vl v b ✓• b./. 1 h ✓ ' ✓-1 d 1 ..L/.' • /"' Jal s are eing ui t. T ey re calJe re o~ation camps. 

, v 
Bigger 
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V V v. l / l,./'' l/' ✓---- ✓ -✓- V: Refugees are pouring out of the country. What we are witnessing 

in Nicaragua is the imp~ition, with e~er-increasing in'tensity, 
✓- ✓.' ✓. - V' v ' - .,/ of a pro-Soviet dictatorship, serving as a base camp for the 

spr~d of' 'co~unism in our hemisphere. di' sagr'-eement'. ~ -
Thr~ yea:rs ag~- th'e~e was honest ~)over 

the nature o! . the Sandinista regi ~e. Thcit regime hci'd b~n 
C, 'a;:, C µ (?. e0 I ~ f ~I). l:--, Cj_ 0 A/~-- ✓ V 

&'eeptll"tj its t~ ~ea~ ;t;F;-.f~, decei efing it'§ own supp;rters, and 
,✓ ,_/' _ ....,c_ V ' V ..,_,,.r ( ✓- • 

using a reformist cuver ~o lull the press and potential 
/ 

adversaries. 

.......--­
statements, 

But, 
.,,,..-: 

leaRed 

by now, there have been too many inc~tiogs 

me~s, and se&etly rerorded spe~hes fu deny 

If we permit the Soviets, using the Sandinistas, to 

. ✓ 
establish a beachhead 

their subversion, the 

on the _! American mklnland ' and 
j___ ___ - -- - - j 

v ..-- v " ,_,... ..... -
free world will face a maJor 

to spread 
L _,-

shift in the 
V \/'. v · v v' 

geopolitical balance of power. Econ6mic instability, political 

terVorism, and a f lt'od of re~ugees will likely be the price of 
1/ v _y ✓ --- ,_,,.. ..-- ..,,. L.,,-" ' • .,., 

our paralysis. we could turn around one day and find a string of 

anti-Xmerican dit.{tatorships i';; Central ~rica arfd a mi'li tary 

th<e"at on our so'uthern bo~-der. Congress had better come to grips 

with just how high the stakes are if we lose Central America. I 

am asking Congress to work with me, to support those who are 
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struggling for democracy and peace, to see that it doesn't 

happen. 

And I'd like to request something o~ you as well. I am not 

asking for' stories i~ support of my program in Central America. 

I only hope that the news media takes the time and effort to 

p r esent both sides of the issue at hand. 
v . 

The communist 

d . . / . ✓ h. . ,_,,,.,.-h v...-::d .I::"' - v--::-k isin£ormation mac ine is ar aL wor. 

----­
:5£f • 
w ~ 1; l\. '"!S J-, 
~ ·,,rJ ~ .r,:, 

What -we face is too /µ' Cr/., l-'2fi / 
,,t,-1r t<11,-,-; 1~l~y1~ 

important not to be handled with the greatest of care and 4 rr P~f' ~~~ 0~ 
;~ ·1 u <;;,dr-f; 

,./ professionalism. There has been some reason -for concern on this ~ ~-.u 
_,. ~~s ,,.., w-

/" account about charges against the Freedom Fighters. .,;_ N ..v...,4,._,,~1,1 

.. r:x ;;;·,;; /<, ;:~ 1:t;;~ ',!!___s-_ _ 
For e xample, the falsB.fl6od t ~ the de~ratic reKstance t~~, v 

/;' C\ @ - /C1' /(~) ✓-- cz:?:) ( ;~) ;2_,~;41 
main~ coWosed _ ex-15-acke s M ·:,iS0~ za is patent ly un true. Yet :!J-t,f~~-

- -~,. 1 j ✓. .: _ \ , ,A/'1/~.5,/rh /;:,~ V ,.jfu w/ s, .• , 
wt-fun~ bYA hhe Sandinista regime, that charge /~4-"~~ -

i ";;11.f<'.'~,, 111 

of'r:en g6-e s un~llenged. lffu·,,/ p_S, fb/,, 
✓ V ,_,..,..---- .__.. ...-- /4;J.J/2R ,/ ,,Y/vl,;_: 

Last week, a maYor publication disc'losed th~t, in ~g VS~,;.~ 
t:A S'l ;.f1J1•1: 

;iffr O detarls o f alle ged crifnes committed ~ the Nic ar'°aguan d em~cratic ____,--
✓ V ,,,.--- ._,,, .. , -;-; /1',l f 

resistance I it . re t ied o ii' information thought to b~ - f rom an °,I /0 
~✓/~-C l C,l/}t' 

"independent inJe'stigation." 
,.,.,-· 

As it turned out, the supposed 

investig.ation ha~,... be'Efu car:t'l;d o \.it b~ people clo sely ali'gned with 
v.· V l ! ;,, L, L y ~ 

the Sandinista~ and was done in close collaboration with the 
V 

regime. oh~ nat ib;al publi ~ation had the cdurage to ~a dm1 t the 
., 

mistake 0£ givi ~g credence t~ the report. How many other 

broadcast and print journalists didn't bother to correct the 

r e cord and just shrugged off the whole incident? 

Accurate information about what is happening in Central 

America is essential~ I know your readers and listeners can 
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count on you. That is what fre.edom is all about. I appreciate 

your being here. Perhaps I can take a few questions. 

_..,,,,... _..,,,,... 




