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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LUNCHEON WITH REGIONAL EDITORS
AND BROADCASTERS ON BUDGET AND NICARAGUA
THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 1985

Thank you and welcome to the White House. 1I'm always
pleased to be able to meet with you who operate in a business in
which every minute counts, where everyone struggles to maintain
the highest gquality, while at the same time fighting against an
ever-approaching deadline.

Making a decision under.the pressure of a deadline can be
helpful. America is faciné/g deadline of sorts in the form of an
ever-increasing national debt.

With the pressure on to come to grips with this problem, we
have an opportunity to make real progress cutting spending,
progress that should have been made long ago. 1It's not going to
be easy. We went the extra mile to reach an agreement with the
Republican leadership of the Senate. I agreed to compromise
concerning defense and other domestic spending issues. It may be
hard to do, but it's about time everybody gritted their teeth and
started being part of the solution rather than the problem.

The choice is not, as some would have us believe, between
cutting spending and raising taxes. The public doesn't want tax
increases and, more to the point, tax increases will not lower
the level of deficit spending. Tax increases will not reduce
Government's demand on the private economy, which is the core of

the problem. Tax increases would only serve to kick us back into

recession, leading to higher deficits.
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When it comes to taxes, what we need is simplification and
reform, not incéeases. I think we can and will simplify the
system and significantly reduce personal and corporate tax rates.
We can lay the foundation for lower deficits and a vigorous,
expanding economy. I see a consensus building on the idea of tax
simplification. If we can also agree on reasonable cuts in
spending, there is every reason for optimism about America's
economic future.

The news media is a vital part of decisions like this.
Through you; people are made aware of the issues at hand, the
alternatives, and the consequences.

Your function is vital to the viability of democracy.
Without a free press, democracy won't work and all of our other
rights are in jeopardy. Thomas Jefferson is often quoted as
saying, ". . . if it were left to me to decide whether we should
have a government without newspapers, or newspapers without a
government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter."
Jefferson, of course, said that before he was President.

One of the first institutions to be attacked by tyrants,
whether they be dictators of the left or right, is the press.
We've seen this happen far too often -- it is happening in
Nicaragua today. )

It should not be forgotten that the one incident that
precipitated the uprising against the Somoza dictatorship was the
assassination of Pedro Chamorro, editor of La Prensa, the
nation's largest and fiercely independent newspaper. Yet control

of the press under the Somoza dictatorship, which was decried by
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the Sandinistas, was miniscule compared to the iron-fisted
censorship now éndured today by Nicaraguan journalists.

A book entitled, "Nicaragua: Christians Under Fire,"
authored by a former editorial page editor of La Prensa, details
this tragedy. It describes attacks by Sandinista mobs, official
closings, the censorship of the news, the kidnapping and beatings
of reporters. It should be on the reading list of every

/journalist.

| Pedro Chamorro, Jr., who took his father's place as editor
of La Prensa, could no longer stomach the insidious destruction
of press freedom and the suppression of other fundamental human
~rights. He fled the country. Today, news in Nicaragua is as
controlled as that in any Eastern European state. Even the
broadcast of religious services has been interfered with. The
papers are filled with what the communists consider to be good
news. And as Senator Pat Moynihan once observed, countries with
newspapers filled with good news are likely to have jails filled
with good people.

And the jails are being filled with good people. Recently,
10 or 11 members of the Social Christian party were rounded up
and imprisoned, charged with being counter-revolutionaries. To
force them to.confess, more than a hundred family members of
these political prisoners were also arrested. That's a tactic
the Sandinistas learned from Cuba. That's the kind of country
the Sandinistas are building.

Nicaragua is following a pattern we've seen before. Bigger

jails are being built. They're called relocation camps.
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Refugees are pouring out of the country. What we are witnessing
in Nicaragua is the imposition, with ever-increasing intensity,
of a pro-Soviet dictatorship, serving as a base camp for the
spread of communism in our hemisphere.

Three years ago, there was honest disagreement by some over
the nature of the Sandinista regime. That regime had been
keeping its true goals secret, deceiving its own supporters, and
using a reformist cover to lull the press and potential
adversaries. But, by now, there have been too many incautious
statements, leaked memos, and secretly recorded speeches to deny
the violent character and intent of this dictatorship.

The Miami Herald, which only 8 months ago refused to come to

this conclusion, recently editorialized that the Sandinistas are
indeed trying to establish another Cuba and that this is a severe
threat to the people of Central America and to our own national
security.

If we permit the Soviets, using the Sandinistas, to
establish a beachhead on the American mainland and to spread
their subversion, the free world will face a major shift in the
geopolitical balance of power. Economic instability, political
terrorism, and a flood of refugees will likely be the price of
our paralysis. We could turn around one day and find a string of
anti-American dictatorships in Central America and a military
threat on our southern border. Congress had better ccm~ +~ ~~ips
with just how high the stakes are if e Central | I

am asking Congress to work with me, to support those who are
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struggling for democracy

lo .

And I'd like to request something of you as weli. I am not
asking for stories in support of my program in Central America.
I only hope that the news media takes the time and effort to
present both sides of the issue at hand. The communist
disinformation machine is hard at work. What we face is too
important not to be handled with the greatest of care and
professionalism. There has been some reason for concern on this
account about charges against the Freedom Fighters.

For example, the falsehood that the democratic resistance is
mainly composed of ex-backers of Somoza is patently untrue. Yet
when made by sympathizers to the Sandinista regime, that charge
often goes unchallenged.

Last week, a major publication disclosed that, in

rtails of alleged crimes committed by the Nicaraguan democratic
resistance, it relied on information thought to be from an
"independent investigation." As it turned out, the supposed
invesiigation had been carried out by people closely aligned with
the Sandinistas and was done in close collaboration with the
regime, One national publication had the courage to admit the
mistake of giving credence to the report. How many other
broadcast and print journalists didn't bother to correct the
record and just shrugged off the whole incident?

Accurate information about what is happening in Central

America is essential. I know your readers and listeners can
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count on you. That is what freedom is all about. I appreciate

your being here. Perhaps I can take a few questions.
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Thank you and welcome to the White House. 1I'm always
pleased to be able to meet with you who operate in a business in
which every minute counts, where everyone struggles to maintain
the highest quality, while at the same time fighting against an

ever-approaching deadline.

Making a decision under the pressure of a deadline can be
helpful. America is facing a deadline of sorts in the form/gf an
ever-increasing national debt.

With the pressure on to come to grips with this problem, we
have an opportunity to make real progress cutting spending,
progress that should have been made long ago. It's not going to
be easy. We went the extra mile to reach an agreement with the
Republican leadership of the Senate. I agreed to compromise
concerning defense and other domestic spending issues. It may be
hard to do, but it's about time everybody gritted their teeth and
started being part of the solution rather than the problem.

The choice is not, as some would have us believe, between
cutting spending and raising taxes. The public doesn't want tax
increases and, more to the point, tax increases will not lower
the level of deficit spending. Tax increases will not reduce
Government's demand on the private economy, which is the core of

the problem. Tax increases would only serve to kick us back into

recession, leading to higher deficits.
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When it comes to taxes, what we need is simplification and
reform, not incéeases. I think we can and will simplify the
system and significantly reduce personal and corporaﬁe tax rates.
We can lay the foundation for lower deficits and a vigorous,
expanding economy. I see a consensus building on the idea of tax
simplification. If we can also agree on reasonable cuts in
spending, there is every reason for optimism about America's
economic future.

The news media is a vital part of decisions like this.
Through you, people are made aware of the issues at hand, the
alternatives, and the consequences.

Your function is vital to the viability of democracy.
Without a free press, democracy won't work and all of our other
rights are in jeopardy. Thomas Jefferson is often quoted as
saying, ". . . if it were left to me to decide whether we should
have a government without newspapers, or newspapers without a
government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter."
Jefferson, of course, said that before he was President.

One of the first institutions to be attacked by tyrants,
whether they be dictators of the left or right, is the press.
We've seen this happen far too often -- it is happening in
Nicaragua today.

It should not be forgotten that the one incident that
precipitated the uprising against the Somoza dictatorship was the
assassination of Pedro Chamorro, editor of La Prensa, the
nation's largest and fiercely independent newspaper. Yet control

of the press under the Somoza dictatorship, which was decried by
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the Sandinistas, was miniscule compared to the iron-fisted
censorship now éndured today by Nicaraguan journalists.

A book entitled, "Nicaragua: Christians Under Fire,"
authored by a former editorial page editor of La Prensa, details
this tragedy. It describes attacks by Sandinista mobs, official
closings, the censorship of the news, the kidnapping and beatings
of reporters. It should be on the reading list of every

.!journalist.

| Pedro Chamorro, Jr., who took his father's place as editor
of La Prensa, could no longer stomach the insidious destruction
of press freedom and the suppression of other fundamental human
. rights. He fled the country. Today, news in Nicaragua is as
controlled as that in any Eastern European state. Even the
broadcast of religious services has been interfered with. The
papers are filled with what the communists consider to be good
news. And as Senator Pat Moynihan once observed, countries with
newspapers filled with good news are likely to have jails filled
with good people.

And the jails are being filled with good people. Recently,
10 or 11 members of the Social Christian party were rounded up
and imprisoned, charged with being counter-revolutionaries. To
force them to confess, more than a hundred faﬁily members of
these political prisoners were also arrested. That's a tactic
the Sandinistas learned from Cuba. That's the kind of country
the Sandinistas are building.

Nicaragua is following a pattern we've seen before. Bigger

jails are being built. They're called relocation camps.
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Refugees are pouring out of the country. What we are witnessing
in Nicaragua is the imposition, with eﬁer-increasing intensity,
of a pro-Soviet dictatorship, serving as a base camp for the
spread of communism in our hemisphere.

Three years ago, there was honest disagreement by some over
the nature of the Sandinista regime. That regime had been
keeping its true goals secret, deceiving its own supporters, and
using a reformist cover to 1lull the press and potential
adversaries. - But, by now, there have been too many incautious
statements, l1eaked memos, and secretly recorded speeches to deny
the violent character and intent of this dictatorship.

The Miami Herald, which only 8 months ago refused to come to

this conclusion, recently editorialized that the Sandinistas are
indeed trying to establish another Cuba and that this is a severe
threat to the people of Central America and to our own national
security.

If we permit the Soviets, using the Sandinistas, to
establish a beachhead on the American mainland and to spread
their subversion, the free world will face a major shift in the
geopolitical balance of power. Economic instability, political
terrorism, and a flood of refugees will likely be the price of
our paralysis. We could turn.around one day and find a string of
anti-American dictatorships in Central America and a military
threat on our southern border. Congress had better come to grips
with just how high the stakes are if we lose Central America. I

am asking Congress to work with me, to support those who are
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struggling for democracy and peace, to see that it doesn't
happen. .

And I'd like to request something of you as well. I am not
asking for stories in support of my program in Central America.

I only hope that the news media takes the time and effort to
present both sides of the issue at hand. The communist
disinformation machine is hard at work. What we face is too
important not to be handled with the greatest of care and
professionalism. There has been some reason for concern on this
account about charges against the Freedom Fighters.

For example, the falsehood that the democratic resistance is
mainly composed of ex-backers of Somoza is patently untrue. Yet
when made by sympathizers to the Sandinista regime, that charge
often goes unchallenged.

Last week, a major publication disclosed that, in publishing
details of alleged crimes committed by the Nicaraguan democratic
resistance, it relied on information thought to be from an
"independent investigation." As it turned out, the supposed
investigation had been carried out by people closely aligned with
the Sandinistas and was done in close collaboration with the
regime. One national publication had the courage to admit the
mistake of giv;ng credence to the report. How many other
broadcast and print journalists didn't bother to correct the
record and just shrugged off the whole incident?

Accurate information about what is happening in Central

America is essential. I know your readers and listeners can
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count on you. That is what freedom is all about. I appreciate

your being here. Perhaps I can take a few questions.
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Thank you and welcome to the White House. 1I'm always
pleased to be able to meet with you who operate in a business in
which every minute counts, where everyone struggles to maintain
the highest quality, while at the same time fighting against an
ever—-approaching deadline.

Making a decision under the pressure of a deadline can be
helpful. Amerié; is facing a deadline of sorts in the form of an
ever—-increasing national debt. |

With the pressure on to come to grips with this problem, we
have an opportunity to make real progress cutting spending,
progress that should have been made long ago. 1It's not going to
be easy. We went the extra mile to reach an agreement with the
Republican leadership of the Senate. I agreed to compromise
concerning defense and other domestic spending issues. It may be
hard to do, but it's about time everybody gritted their teeth and
started being part of the solution rather than the problem.

The choice is not, as some would have us believe, between
cutting spending and raising taxes. The public doesn't want tax
increases and, more to the point, tax increases will not lower
the level of deficit spending. Tax increases will not reduce
Government's demand on the private economy, which is the core of

the problem. Tax increases would only serve to kick us back into

recession, leading to higher deficits.
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When it comes to taxes, what we need is simplification and
reform, not incgeases. I think we can and will simplify the
system and significantly reduce personal and corporate tax rates.
We can lay the foundation for lower d=ficits and a vigorous,
expanding economy. I see a consensus building on the idea of tax
simplification. If we can also agree on reasonable cuts in
spending, there is every reason for optimism about America's
economic future.

The news media is a vital part of decisions like this.
Phrough you, people are made aware of the issues at hand, the
alternatives, and the consequences.

Your function is vital to the viability of democracy.
Without a free press, democracy won't work and all of our other
rights are in jeopardy. Thomas Jefferson is often quoted as
saying, ". . . if it were left to me to decide whether we should
have a government without newspapers, or newspapers without a
government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter.”
Jefferson, of course, said that before he was President.

One of the first institutions to be attacked by tyrants,
whether they be dictators of the left or right, is the press.
We've seen this happen far too often -- it is happening in
Nicaragua today. r

It should not be forgotten that the one incident that
precipitated the uprising against the Somoza dictatorship was the
assassination of Pedro Chamorro, editor of La Prensa, the
nation's largest and fiercely independent newspaper. Yet control

of the press under the Somoza dictatorship, which was decried by
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the Sandinistas, was miniscule compared to the iron-fisted
censorship now éndured today by Nicaraguan journalists.

A book entitled, "Nicaragua: Christians Under fire,“
authored by a former editorial page editor of La Prensa, details
this tragedy. It describes attacks by Sandinista mobs, official
closings, the censorship of the news, the kidnapping and beatings
of reporters. It should be on the reading list of every

/journalist.

| Pedro Chamorro, Jr., who took his father's place as editor
of La Prensa, could no longer stomach the insidious destruction
of press freedom and the suppression of other fundamental human
~rights., He fled the country. Today, news in Nicaragua is as
controlled as that in any Eastern European state. Even the
broadcast of religious services has been interfered with. The
papers are filled with what the communists consider to be good
news. And as Senator Pat Moynihan once observed, countries with
newspapers filled with good news are likely to have jails filled
with good people.

And the jails are being filled with good people. Recently,
10 or 11 members of the Social Christian party were rounded up
and imprisoned, charged with being counter-revolutionaries. To
fo;ce them to confess, more than a hundred family members of
these political prisoners were also arrested. That's a tactic
the Sandinistas learned from Cuba. That's the kind of country
the Sandinistas are building.

Nicaragua is following a pattern we've seen before. Bigger

jails are being built. They're called relocation camps.
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Refugees are pouring out of the country. What we are witnessing
in Nicaragua is the imposition, with eﬁer—increasing intensity,
of a pro-Soviet dictatorship, serving as a base camp for the
spreaa of communism in our hemisphere.

Three years ago, there was honest disagreement by some over
the nature of the Sandinista regime. That regime had been
keeping its true goals secret, deceiving its own supporters, and
using a reformist cover to 1lull the press and potential
adversaries. But, by now, there have been too many incautious
statements, leaked memos, and secretly recorded speeches to deny
the violent character and intent of this dictatorship.

The Miami Herald, which only 8 months ago refused to come to

this conclusion, recently editorialized that the Sandinistas are
indeed trying to establish another Cuba and that this is a severe
threat to the people of Central America and to our own national
security.

If we permit the Soviets, using the Sandinistas, to
establish a beachhead on the American mainland and to spread
their subversion, the free world will face a major shift in the
geopolitical balance of power. Economic instability, political
terrorism, and a flood of refugees will likely be the price of
our paralysis. We could turn around one day and find a string of
anti-American dictatorships in Central America and a military
threat on our southern border. Congress had better come to grips
with just how high the stakes are if we lose Central America. I

am asking Congress to work with me, to support those who are
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struggling for democracy and peace, to see that it doesn't
happen. -

And I'd like to request something of you as weli. I am not
asking for stories in support of my program in Central America.

I only hope that the news media takes the time and effort to
present both sides of the issue at hand. The communist
disinformation machine is hard at work. What we face is too
important not to be handled with the greatest of care and
professionalism. There has been some reason for concern .on this
account about charges against the Freedom Fighters. e

For example, the falsehood that the democratic resistance is
mainly composed of ex-backers of Somoza is patently untrue. Yet
when made by sympathizers to the Sandinista regime, that charge
often goes unchallenged.

Last week, a major publication disclosed that, in publishing
details of alleged crimes committed by the Nicaraguan democratic
resistance, it relied on information thought to be from an
"independent investigation."™ As it turned out, the supposed
investigation had been carried out by people closely aligned with
the Sandinistas and was done in close collaboration with the
regime. One national‘publication had the courage to admit the
mistake of giving credence to the report. How many other
broadcast and print journalists didn't bother to correct the
record and just shrugged off the whole incident?

Accurate information about what is happening in Central

America is essential. I know your readers and listeners can
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count on you. That is what freedom is all about. I appreciate

your being here. Perhaps I can take a few questions.



April 17, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR BEN ELLIOTT
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
AND DIRECTOR OF SPEECHWRITING

FROM: SHERRIE M. COOKSEYE
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: ZLuncheon
With Regional Editors and Broadcasters
on Budget and Nicaragua

We have reviewed the above-referenced draft Presidential
remarks and have no legal objections to them.

cc: David L. Chew



Document No.

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: _4/16/85 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: _
SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O w” OGLESBY 0
REGAN O &  ROLLINS w0
DEAVER 0 &  SPEAKES z~ O
STOCKMAN O SVAHN 7~ O
BUCHANAN @~ O  TUTTLE o o
CHEW 0P @€ VERSTANDIG o O
FIELDING a/ O WHITTLESEY a
FRIEDERSDORF o O RYAN O O
HICKEY ] ] DANIELS O O
HICKS 0 o’ _srore a o
KINGON { 0 o a4
McFARLANE / O O d
REMARKS:

Please send comments, edits, recommendations directly to Ben Elliott
with a copy to me by noon tomorrow. Thank you.

hew
etary
02



Document No.

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: _ 4/16/85 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: NOON - Wed., 4/17/85

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LUNCHEON WITH REGIONAL, EDITORS AND BROAD-
CASTERS ON BUDGET AND NICARAGUA (4/16 - 5:00 pm draft)

ACTION FYI ACTION FY!
VICE PRESIDENT O @ OGLESBY 7~ O
REGAN O &  ROLLINS O
DEAVER 0 @ SPEAKES z~ O
STOCKMAN w O SVAHN g’ O
BUCHANAN @~ O  TUTTLE o o
CHEW 0P @5€ VERSTANDIG O O
FIELDING G770 WHITTLESEY o w
FRIEDERSDOR -~ _RYAN O O
HICKEY O O DANIELS O O
HICKS O D/ _ELLIQTT O {
KINGON { 0 O O
McFARLANE / 0 o O
REMARKS:

Please send comments, edits, recommendations directly to Ben Elliott
with a copy to me by noon tomorrow. Thank you.



(Rohrabacher/BE)
April 16, 1985
5:00 p.m.

W

Eegceivad S
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKE: O MUNCHEON WITH REGIONAL EDITORS
AND BROADCASTERS ON BUDGET AND NICARAGUA
THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 1985

(&)

Thank you and welcome to the White House. 1I'm always
pleased to be able to meet with you who operate in a business in
which every minute counts, where everyone struggles to maintain
the highest quality, while at the same time fighting against an
ever-approaching deadline.

Making a decision under the pressure of a deadline can be
helpful. America is facing a deadline of sorts in the formzéf an
ever-increasing national debt.

With the pressure on to come to grips with this problem, we
have an opportunity to make real progress cutting spending,
progress that should have been made long ago. 1It's not going to
be easy. We went the extra mile to reach an agreement with the
Republican leadership of the Senate. I agreed to compromise
concerning defense and other domestic spending issues. It may be
hard to do, but it's about time everybody gritted their teeth and
started being part of the solution rather than the problem.

The choice is not, as some would have us believe, between
cutting spending and raising taxes. The public doesn't want tax
increases and, more to the point, tax increases will not lower
the level of deficit spending. Tax increases will not reduce
Government's demand on the private economy, which is the core of
the problem. Tax increases would only serve to kick us back into

recession, leading to higher deficits.
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When it comes to taxes, what we need is simplification and
reform, not incgeases. I think we can and will simplify the
system and significantly reduce personal and corporafe tax rates.
We can lay the foundation for lower deficits and a vigorous,
expanding economy. I see a consensus building on the idea of tax
simplification. If we can also agree on reasonable cuts in
spending, there is every reason for optimism about America's
economic future.

The news media is a vital part of decisions like this.
Through you, people are made aware of the issues at hand, the
alternatives, and the consequences.

Your function is vital to the viability of democracy.
Without a free press, democracy won't work and all of our other
rights are in jeopardy. Thomas Jefferson is often quoted as
saying, ". . . if it were left to me to decide whether we should
have a government without newspapers, or newspapers without a
government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter."
Jefferson, of course, said that before he was President.

One of the first institutions to be attacked by tyrants,
whether they be dictators of the left or right, is the press.
We've seen this happen far too often -- it is happening in
Nicaragua today.

It should not be forgotten that the one incident that
precipitated the uprising against the Somoza dictatorship was the
assassination of Pedro Chamorro, editor of La Prensa, the
nation's largest and fiercely independent newspaper. Yet control

of the press under the Somoza dictatorship, which was decried by
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the Sandinistas, was miniscule compared to the iron-fisted
censorship now éndured today by Nicaraguan journalists.

A book entitled, "Nicaragua: Christians Under Fire,"
authored by a former editorial page editor of La Prensa, details
this tragedy. It describes attacks by Sandinista mobs, official
closings, the censorship of the news, the kidnapping and beatings
of reporters. It should be on the reading list of every

[journalist.

Pedro Chamorro, Jr., who took his father's place as editor
of La Prensa, could no longer stomach the insidious destruction
of press freedom and the suppression of other fundamental human

~rights. He fled the country. Today, news in Nicaragua is as
controlled as that in any Eastern European state. Even the
broadcast of religious services has been interfered with. The
papers are filled with what the communists consider to be good
news. And as Senator Pat Moynihan once observed, countries with
newspapers filled with good news are likely to have jails filled
with good people.

And the jails are being filled with good people. Recently,
10 or 11 members of the Social Christian party were rounded up
and imprisoned, charged with being counter-revolutionaries. To
force them to confess, more than a hundred faéily members of
these political prisoners were also arrested. That's a tactic
the Sandinistas learned from Cuba. That's the kind of country
the Sandinistas are building.

Nicaragua is following a pattern we've seen before. Bigger

jails are being built. They're called relocation camps.
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Refugees are pouring out of the country. What we are witnessing
in Nicaragua is the imposition, with e?er—increasing intensity,
of a pro-Soviet dictatorship, serving as a base camp for the
spread of communism in our hemisphere.

Three years ago, there was honest disagreement by some over
the nature of the Sandinista regime. That regime had been
keeping its true goals secret, deceiving its own supporters, and
using a reformist cover to 1lull the press and potential
adversaries. But, by now, there have been too many incautious
statements, -1eaked memos, and secretly recorded speeches to deny
the violent character and intent of this dictatorship.

The Miami Herald, which only 8 months ago refused to come to

this conclusion, recently editorialized that the Sandinistas are
indeed trying to establish another Cuba and that this is a severe
threat to the people of Central America and to our own national
security.

If we permit the Soviets, using the Sandinistas, to
establish a beachhead on the American mainland and to spread
their subversion, the free world will face a major shift in the
geopolitical balance of power. Economic instability, political
terrorism, and a flood of refugees will likely be the price of
our paralysis. We could turn'around one day and find a string of
anti-American dictatorshi Tt T R eotes e 3 s e
threat on our southern bo

with just how high the st

am asking Congress to wor
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struggling for democracy and peace, to see that it doesn't
happen. -

And I'd like to request something of you as well. I am not
asking for stories in support of my program in Central America.

I only hope that the news media takes the time and effort to
present both sides of the issue at hand. The communist
disinformation machine is hard at work. What we face is too
important not to be handled with the greatest of care and
professionalism. There has been some reason for concern on this
account about charges against the Freedom Fighters.

For example, the falsehood that the democratic resistance is
mainly composed of ex-backers of Somoza is patently untrue. Yet
when made by sympathizers to the Sandinista regime, that charge
often goes unchallenged.

Last week, a major publication disclosed that, in publishing
details of alleged crimes committed by the Nicaraguan democratic
resistance, it relied on information thought to be from an
"independent investigation."™ As it turned out, the supposed
investigation had been carried out by people closely aligned with
the Sandinistas and was done in close collaboration with the
regime. One national publication had the courage to admit the
mistake of giv;ng credence to the report. How many other
broadcast and print journalists didn't bother to correct the
record and just shrugged off the whole incident?

Accurate information about what is happening in Central

America is essential. I know your readers and listeners can
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count on you. That is what freedom is all about. I appreciate

your being here. Perhaps I can take a few questions.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LUNCHEON WITH REGIONAL EDITORS
AND BROADCASTERS ON BUDGET AND NICARAGUA
THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 1985

Thank you and welcome to the White House. I'm always
pleased to be able to meet with you who operate in a business in
which every minute counts, where everyone struggles to maintain
the highest quality, while at the same time fighting against an
ever—-approaching deadline.

Making a decision under the pressure of a deadline can be
helpful. America is facing a deadline of sorts in the form of an
ever-increasing national debt.

With the pressure on to come to grips with this problem, we
have an opportunity to make real progress cutting spending,
progress that should have been made long ago. 1It's not going to
be easy. We went the extra mile to reach an agreement with the
Republican leadership of the Senate. I agreed to compromise
concerning defense and other domestic spending issues. It may be
hard to do, but it's about time everybody gritted their teeth and
started being part of the solution rather than the problem.

The choice is not, as some would have us believe, between
cutting spending and raising taxes. The public doesn't want tax
increases and, more to the point, tax increases will not lower
the level of deficit spending. Tax increases will not reduce
Government's demand on the private economy, which is the core of
the problem. Tax increases would only serve to kick us back into

recession, leading to higher deficits.
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When it comes to taxes, what we need is simplification and
reform, not increases. I think we can and will simplify the
system and significantly reduce personal and corporate tax rates.
We can lay the foundation for lower deficits and a vigorous,
expanding economy. I see a consensus building on the idea of tax
simplification. If we can also agree on reasonable cuts in
spending, there is every reason for optimism about America's
economic future.

The news media is a vital part of decisions like this.
Through you, people are made aware of the issues at hand, the
alternatives, and the consequences.

Your function is vital to the viability of democracy.
Without a free press, democracy won't work and all of our other
rights are in jeopardy. Thomas Jefferson is often quoted as
saying, ". . . if it were left to me to decide whether we should
have a government without newspapers, or newspapers without a
government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter."
Jefferson, of course, said that before he was President.

One of the first institutions to be attacked by tyrants,
whether they be dictators of the left or right, is the press.
We've seen this happen far too often -- it is happening in
Nicaragua today.

It should not be forgotten that the one incident that
precipitated the uprising against the Somoza dictatorship was the
assassination of Pedro Chamorro, editor of La Prensa, the
nation's largest and fiercely independent newspaper. Yet control

of the press under the Somoza dictatorship, which was decried by
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the Sandinistas, was miniscule compared to the iron-fisted
censorship now endured today by Nicaraguan journalists.

A book entitled, "Nicaragua: Christians Under Fire,"
authored by a former editorial page editor of La Prensa, details
this tragedy. It describes attacks by Sandinista mobs, official
closings, the censorship of the news, the kidnapping and beatings
of reporters. It should be on the reading list of every

!
{ journalist.

Pedro Chamorro, Jr., who took his father's place as editor
of La Prensa, could no longer stomach the insidious destruction
of press freedom and the suppression of other fundamental human

"rights. He fled the country. Today, news in Nicaragua is as
controlled as that in any Eastern European state. Even the
broadcast of religious services has been interfered with. The
papers are filled with what the communists consider to be good
news. And as Senator Pat Moynihan once observed, countries with
newspapers filled with good news are likely to have jails filled
with good people.

And the jails are being filled with good people. Recently,
10 or 11 members of the Social Christian party were rounded up
and imprisoned, charged with being counter-revolutionaries. To
force them to confess, more than a hundred family members of
these political prisoners were also arrested. That's a tactic
the Sandinistas learned from Cuba. That's the kind of country
the Sandinistas are building.

Nicaragua is following a pattern we've seen before. Bigger

jails are being built. They're called relocation camps.
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Refugees are pouring out of the country. What we are witnessing
in Nicaragua is the imposition, with ever-increasing intensity,
of a pro-Soviet dictatorship, serving as a base camp for the
spread of communism in our hemisphere.

Three years ago, there was honest disagreement by some over
the nature of the Sandinista regime. That regime had been
keeping its true goals secret, deceiving its own supporters, and
using a reformist cover to lull the press and potential
adversaries. But, by now, there have been too many incautious
statements, leaked memos, and secretly recorded speeches to deny
the violent character and intent of this dictatorship.

The Miami Herald, which only 8 months ago refused to come to

this conclusion, recently editorialized that the Sandinistas are
indeed trying to establish another Cuba and that this is a severe
threat to the people of Central America and to our own national
security.

If we permit the Soviets, using the Sandinistas, to
establish a beachhead on the American mainland and to spread
their subversion, the free world will face a major shift in the
geopolitical balance of power. Economic instability, political
terrorism, and a flood of refugees will likely be the price of
our paralysis. We could turn around one day and find a string of
anti-American dictatorships in Central America and a military
threat on our southern border. Congress had better come to grips
with just how high the stakes are if we lose Central America. I

am asking Congress to work with me, to support those who are
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struggling for democracy and peace, to see that it doesn't
happen.

And I'd like to request something of you as well. I am not
asking for stories in support of my program in Central America.

I only hope that the news media takes the time and effort to
present both sides of the issue at hand. The communist
disinformation machine is hard at work. What we face is too
important not to be handled with the greatest of care and
professionalism. There has been some reason for concern on this
account about charges against the Freedom Fighters.

For example, the falsehood that the democratic resistance is
mainly composed of ex-backers of Somoza is patently untrue. Yet
when made by sympathizers to the Sandinista regime, that charge
often goes unchallenged.

Last week, a major publication disclosed that, in publishing
details of alleged crimes committed by the Nicaraguan democratic
resistance, it relied on information thought to be from an
"independent investigation.™ As it turned out, the supposed
investigation had been carried out by people closely aligned with
the Sandinistas and was done in close collaboration with the
regime. One national publication had the courage to admit the
mistake of giving credence to the report. How many other
broadcast and print journalists didn't bother to correct the
record and just shrugged off the whole incident?

Accurate information about what is happening in Central

America is essential. I know your readers and listeners can
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count on you. That is what freedom is all about. I appreciate

your being here. Perhaps I can take a few questions.



(Rohrabacher)
April 16, 1985
2:00 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LUNCHEE)N ITVH EGI6NA] EﬁlTORS, )
AND BROADCASTERS ON BUUGET AND NICARAGUA
THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 1985

Thank you and welcbﬁe tggthe{White ﬁ;use. Having been in
the profession I was prior to running for political office, and
then having been Governor ofyéaligérnia and now my current
position, I've developed many close relationships with people in
the ne&é frélernity -- it's a fraternity made up of a wide
variety of individuals.

There is a story I heard about one particular phBtoérapher
who worked for a Los Angeles éaper. He was called in by his
editor and told of a fire raging in Palos Verdes, a peninsula in
the Southern end of the county. His editor explained a plane was
waiting for him at a small airport near Palos Verdes. He was to
take some aerial photos of the fire and be back in time for the
afternoon edition.

The photographer raced to his car, weaved down the freeway,
breaking every traffic rule as he went, got to the airport and
pulled right to the end of the runway. There was a plane waiting
with its engines revving up. He jumped in the cockpit and
shouted, "Let's go," and they were off.

When they got up to about 5,000 feet he started taking his
camera gear out and told the pilot to get him over the fire so he
could take his photos and get back to the paper. Then, from the

other side of the cockpit, a weak voice said the words he will

always remember, "Wait a minute. Aren't you the instructor?"
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Seriously, though, not maﬁy of you have been in that
situation, but you do operate in a busihess in which eééry;hinute
couﬁ%s, where everyone struggles to maintain the highest quality,
while at the same time fighfghg against an eve;;approaching
deadline.

Making a decision under the pressure of a deadline can be

helpful. America is facing a deadline of sorts in the form of an

ever-increasing national debt.

With the pressure on to come to grips with this problem, I
think we have an opportunity to make some real progress cutting
spending, some that should have been done long ago. It's not

e ~ v’ v — v p o . - /\)A«"(’\v‘l
going to be easy. I had to go the extra mile to reach an g

/
agreement with the Reﬁﬁblican léédership of the Sénate. I agreed
tg’some comﬁ?omises concgfning defense and other issues. It's
hard to do, but it is about time everybody gritted their teeth
and started being part of the solution, rather than the problem.

The choice is not, as some would hdve us believe, between
cutéing spending ané raising taxes. The public doesn't want tax
incréases and, more to the point, tax increases will not lower
the level of deficit spending. Tax increases would only serve to
kfck us back into recession, thus actuafiy increasing the
deficit. |

When it comes to taxes, whg% wé'nééd is simpiification and
reform, not increases. I think we can and will simplify the
systém anélbriﬁg dd&n the tax rates. We can lay the foundation

— -

for lower deficits and a vigorous, expanding economy. I see a

e v v ¢ ~ » -
consensus building on the idea of tax simplification. If we can
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also agree on reasonable cuts in spending there is every reason
for optimism abéut America's economic future.

The news media is a vital part of decisions liké this.
Through ydu, people are made aware of the issues at hand, the
alternatives and the consequences.

Your function is vifal to °° 'aﬂflity of démocracy.
Without a free press democracy wew.w..-¥ work and all of our othe
rights are
saying, £
or newégape

the lgfter." Jefféégon, of course, saié/thgf before hé was

.President.

Oone of the fi;st institutions tg/bé/attgéked b§ t§;ants,
whether they be dictators of the left St right, is the press.
We've seen that far too often and it is what ig/haﬁﬁening in
Nicarégua today .

It should not be forgotten that tHe ore incident that
precipiggted thé/up;gsing adﬁinst the Somoza dictéforship wﬁé the
assasggnation of’Peéro Chgﬁorro, edi%;r of LéﬁPrensa, tﬁé
nation's laféést and fiercely indépendent newspaper. Yét control
Sf the press uﬁaer the §6ﬁoza df?‘*‘"“:hip, which was decried b;
the Saﬁdinistas, was miﬁiscule . -_...ared téﬁheaﬁy—handed )
censofship ndw endlired today by Nfcaraguan journalists.

A book entitled, "Nicaragua: Christians Under Fire,"
authored b; a forméf editorial page ed?tor of LévPrensa, details
this tragedy. It describes attacks by Sandinista mobs, official

closfngs, the censorship 6f the news, the kidnapping and beatings
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using a reformist cover to lull the press and potential

adversaries, the Sandinistas are now out in the open. The

=

- v L L - P - - e i - Lt -
Miami Herald, which as late as 8 months ago refused to come to

- o . s 2 v . . L~
this conclusion, recently editorialized that the Sandinistas ace

[ iy L L. v v t : ., “ L
indeed trying to establish another Cuba and that this is a severe

PR

,,,,,

thréat to the people Of Certral America and to our own national
sec;rity.

If the Sandinistas are permitted to consolidate their power,
if they succeed, through subversion, in spreading their
revolution withrm+ horders, the frée world will f;;e a ;ajor
shift in the §g< itical balance of power. The United States
will experience a flood of refugees. We could turn around one
day and find a string of anti-American dictatorships in Central
America anc 1ilitary threat on ou ithern border. Congress had
better come to grips with just how high the stakes are if we lose
Central America. I am asking Congress to work with me to see
that it doesn't happen.

And I'd like to request something of you as well. I am not
ar¥i~~ f~~ gtories in support of my pmroaram in Central America.

I y hope that the news med. 1e time and effort to
present both sides of the issues at hand. The communist
disinformation machine is hard at work. Wh;t we face is too
important not to be handled with the greatest of care and
professionalism. There has been some reason for concern on this
account about charges against the Freedom Fighters.

For example, the falsehood that the Scratic .stance ig

mainly composed of ex-backers of Sonibza i§'pa£ent1y untrue. Yet
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operate in a business in which every minute
counts, where everyone struggles to maintain the highest quality,
while at the same time fighting against an ever-approaching
deadline.
Making a decision under the pressure of a deadline can be
helpful. America is facing a deadline of sorts in the form of an
ever-increasing national debt.

With the pressure on to come to grips with this problem

we ‘have an onnortunitv to mak real progress cutting
spending, bee: long ago. It's not
going to the extra mile to reach an
agreement with the Republican leaderst S . I agreed
to compromis ncerning defense s. It
hard to do, but i about time everybody gritted their teeth

and started being part of the solution;“éather than the problem.
The choice is not, as some would have us believe, between

cutting spending and raising taxes. The public doesn't want tax

incre

the 1

kick

defic

refor
syste
for lower deficits and a vigorous, expanding economy. I see a

consensus building on the idea of tax simplification. If we can
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also agree on reasonable cuts in spendinﬁjthere is every reason
for optimism abéut America's economic future.

The news media is a vital part of decisions liké this.
Through ydu, people are made aware of the issues at hand, the
alternatives and the consequences.

Your function is vital to the viability of democracy.
Without a free press democracy wouldn't work and all of our other
rights are in jeopardy. Thomas Jefferson is often quoted as
saying, "if the choice were between government without newspapers
or newspapers without government, I would not hesitate to choose
the latter." ‘Jefferson, of course, said that before he was
President.

One of the first institutions to be attacked by tyrants,

- -

whether tlF-—- - *°-*-tors o~ ‘it, is the press.
We've seei oo oft is happening in
Nicaragua today.

It should not be forgotten that the one incident that
precipitated the uprising ‘against the Somoza dictatorship was the
assassination of Pedro Chamorro, editor of La Prensa, the
nation's largest and fiercely independent newspaper. Yet control
of the press under the Somoza dictatorship, &  °© ) "2d by
the Sandinistas, was miniscule compared
censorship now endured today by Nicaraguan journalists.

A book entitled, "Nicaragua: Christians Under Fire,"
authored by a former editorial page editor of La Prensa, details

this tragedy. It describes attacks by Sandinista mobs, official

closings, the censorship of the news, the kidnapping and beatings
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of reporters. It should be on the reading list of every

journalist.

Pedro Chamorrq)Jr., who took his father's place as editor of
La Prensa; could no longer stomach the insidious destruction of
press freedom and the suppression of other fundamental human
rights. He fled the country. Today, news in Nicaragua is as
controlled as that in any Eastern European state. Even the
broadcast of religious services has been interf%z:;; with. The
papers are filled with what the communists consider to be good
news. And as Senator Pat Moynihan once observed, countries with
newspépers filled with good newi)};re likely to have jails filled
with good people.

And the jails are being filled with good people. Recently,
10 or 11 members of the Social Christian party were rounded up
and imprisoned, charged with being counter-=revolutionaries. To

AN

force them to confess, more than a hundred family members of
these political prisoners were also arrested. That's a tactic
the Sandinistas learned from Cuba. That's the kind of country
the Sandinistas are building.

Nicaragua is following a pattern we've seen before. Bigger
jails are being built. They're called relocation camps.
Refugees aré pouring out of the country. What we are witnessing
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-witt—expertence-a flood of refugee%. We could turn around one

day and find a string of anti-American dictatorships in Central

America and military threat on our Southern border. Congress had

better come to grips with just how high the stakes ariif we lo% w3

Central America. I am asking Congress to work with me’to see  adg gk
. ote
that it doesn't happen. | e a
And I'd like to request something of you as well. I am not \".
asking for stories in support of my program in Central America.
I @ul@ only hope that the news medla;( t)é\ke the time and effort to
resent both cidesrqu the issuelgjat hand. The communist
disinformatior‘lvmachine’is hard at work. What we face 1s too
important not to be handled with the greatest of care and
professionalism. There has been some reason for concern on this
account about charges against the Freedom Fighters.
For example, the falsehood that the Democratic Resistance is

mainly composed of ex-backers of Somoza is patently untrue. Yet



Page 6

when made by sympathizers to the Sandinista regime, that charge

)

often goes unchallenged. ' *k)*
7 e

Last week, a major publication disclosed ie—ha reen-

i publisﬁsg; details of alleged crimes committed Ey

the Nicaraguan Democratic Resistance Fhe—3informatieol ©  heixr,
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D
stox amu  rem—whmrt~wase~ thought to LcAan "independent

investigation.” As it turned out, the supposed investigation had
been carried out by people closely aligned with the Sandinistas
and was done in close collaboration with the regime. One
national publication had the courage to admit the mistake of~
giviné credence to the report. How many other broadcast and
print journalists didn't bother to correct the record and just
shrugged off the whole incident?

Accurate information about what is happening in Central
BAmerica is essential. -3 i the
ifrfermation is—net—ameagsy task, especially when we are—dealing
wffh_adnexsa;ies—whe—don*t”think“twice~abeut~lyimgin;£§521~

dr®ssin a—theuniferms—eof-their opponents -and-ecommitting
——
b&xha--"s ~~‘mes. Covering-this—issue,-especially in the next
\ -
2 Qeeks Mt egquireatlofyour professitonal-—ski. 1
lls and all of

«yOou -~ ommitmer* ‘2_1“4 +-—-++ T know your readers and listeners

can count on you. That is what freedom is all about. I

appreciate you being here. Perhaps I can take a few questions.
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April 16, 1985
2:00 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LUNCHEON WITH REGIONAL EDITORS
AND BROADCASTERS ON BUDGET AND NICARAGUA

THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 1985

Thank you and welcome to the White House. Having been in
the profession I was prior to running for political office, and
then having been Governor of California and now my current
position, I've developed many close relationships with people in
the news fraternity -- it's a fraternity made up of a wide
variety of individuals. |

o~

There is a story I heard about one particular photographer
who worked for a Los Angeles paper. He was called in by his
editor and told of a fire raging in Palos Verdes, a peninsula in
the Southern end of the county. His editor explained a plane was
waiting for him at a small airport near Palos Verdes. He was to
take some aerial photos of the fire and be back in time for the
afternoon edition.

The photographer raced to his car, weaved down the freeway,
breaking every traffic rule as he went, got to the airport and
pulled right to the end of the runway. There was a plane waiting
with its engines revving up. He jumped in the cockpit and
shouted, "Let's go," and they were off.

When they got up to about 5,000 feet he started taking his
camera gear out and told the pilot to get him over the fire so he
could take his photos and get back to the paper. Then, from the
other side of the cockpit, a weak voice said the words he will

always remember, "Wait a minute. Aren't you the instructor?"
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Seriously, though, not maﬁy of you have been in that
situation, but you do operate in a business in which every minute
counts, where everyone struggles to maintain the highest quality,
while at the same time fighting against an ever-approaching
deadline.

Making a decision under the pressure of a deadline can be
helpful. America is facing a deadline of sorts in the form of an
ever-increasing national debt.

With the pressure on to come to grips with this problem, I
think we have an opportunity to make some real progress cutting
spending, some that should have been done long ago. It's not
going to be easy. I had to go the extra mile to reach an
agreement with the Republican leadership of the Senate. I agreed
to some compromises concerning defense and other issues. 1It's
hard to do, but it is about time everybody gritted their teeth
and started being part of the solution, rather than the problem.

The choice is not, as some would have us believe, between
cutting spending and raising taxes. The public doesn't want tax
increases and, more to the point, tax increases will not lower
the level of deficit spending. Tax increases would only serve to
kick us back into recession, thus actually increasing the
defiéit.

When it comes to taxes, what we need is simplification and
reform, not increases. I think we can and will simplify the
system and bring down the tax rates. We can lay the foundation
for lower deficits and a vigorous, expanding economy. I see a

consensus building on the idea of tax simplification. If we can
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also agree on reasonable cuts in spending there is every reason
for optimism about America's economic future.

The news media is a vital part of decisions like this.
Through ydu, people are made aware of the issues at hand, the
alternatives and the consequences.

Your function is vital to the viability of democracy.
Without a free press democracy wouldn't work and all of our other
rights are in jeopardy. Thomas Jefferson is often quoted as
saying, "if the choice were between government without newspapers
or newspapers without government, I would not hesitate to choose
the latter." Jefferson, of course, said that before he was
President.

One of the first institutions to be attacked by tyrants,
whether they be dictators of the left or right, is the press.
We've seen that far too often and it is what is happening in
Nicaragua today.

It should not be forgotten that the one incident that
precipitated the uprising against the Somoza dictatorship was the
assassination of Pedro Chamorro, editor of La Prensa, the
nation's largest and fiercely independent newspaper. Yet control
of the press under the Somoza dictatorship, which was decried by
the Sandinistas, was miniscule as compared to he;vy—handed
censorship now endured today by Nicaraguan journalists.

A book entitled, "Nicaragua: Christians Under Fire,"
authored by a former editorial page editor of La Prensa, details
this tragedy. It describes attacks by Sandinista mobs, official

closings, the censorship of the news, the kidnapping and beatings
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of reporters. It should be on the reading list of every
journalist.

Pedro Chamorro Jr., who took his father's place as editor of
. La Prensa; could no longer stomach the insidious destruction of
press freedom and the suppression of other fundamental human
rights. He fled the country. Today, news in Nicaragua is as
controlled as that in any Eastern European state. Even the
broadcast of religious services has been interferred with. The
papers are filled with what the communists consider to be good
news. And as Senator Pat Moynihan once observed, countries with
newspépers filled with good news, are likely to have jails filled
with good people.

And the jails are being filled with good people. Recently,
10 or 11 members of the Social Christian party were rounded up
and imprisoned, charged with being counter revolutionaries. To
force them to confess, more than a hundred family members of
these political prisoners were also arrested. That's a tactic
the Sandinistas learned from Cuba. That's the kind of country
the Sandinistas are building.

Nicaragua is following a pattern we've seen before. Bigger
jails are being built. They're called relocation camps.
Refugees are pouring out of the country. What we are witnessing
in Nicaragua is the imposition, with ever-increasing intensity,
of a Marxist dictatorship, a base camp for communist aggression.

Three years ago, there was honest disagreement over the
nature of the Sandinista regime. After meticulously keeping

their true goals secret, deceiving even their own supporters,
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using a reformist cover to lull the press and potential
adversaries, the Sandinistas are now out in the open. The

Miami Herald, which as late as 8 months ago refused to come to

this conciusion, recently editorialized that the Sandinistas are
indeed trying to establish another Cuba and that this is a severe
threat to the people of Central America and to our own national
security.

If the Sandinistas are permitted to consolidate their power,
if they succeed, through subversion, in spreading their
revolution without borders, the free world will face a major
shift in the geo-political balance of power. The United States
will experience a flood of refugees. We could turn around one
day and find a string of anti-American dictatorships in Central
America and military threat on our Southern border. Congress had
better come to grips with just how high the stakes are if we lose
Central America. I am asking Congress to work with me to see
that it doesn't happen.

And I'd like to request something of you as well. I am not
asking for stories in support of my program in Central America.

I would only hope that the news media take the time and effort to
present both sides of the issues at hand. The communist
disinformation machine is hard a% work. What we face is too
important not to be handled with the greatest of care and
professionalism. There has been some reason for concern on this
account about charges against the Freedom Fighters.

For example, the falsehood that the Democratic Resistance is

mainly composed of ex-backers of Somoza is patently untrue. Yet
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when made by sympathizers to the Sandinista regime that charge
often goes unchallenged.

Last week, a major publication disclosed it had.been
hoodwinked into publishing details of alleged crimes committed by
the Nicaraguan Democratic Resistance. The information for their
story came from what was thought to be an "independent
investigation."™ As it turned out, the supposed investigation had
been carried out by people closely aligned with the Sandinistas
and was done in close collaboration with the regime. One
national publication had the courage toc admit the mistake of
giving credence to the report. How many other broadcast and
print journalists didn't bother to correct the record and just
shrugged off the whole incident?

Accurate information about what is happening in Central
America is essential. Determining the veracity of the
information is not an easy task, especially when we are dealing
with adversaries who don't think twice about 1lying or even
dressing in the uniforms of their opponents and committing
barbarous crimes. Covering this issue, especially in the next
2 weeks, will require all of your professional skills and all of
your commitment to the truth. I know your readers and listeners
can count on you. That is what freedom is all about. i

appreciate you being here. Perhaps I can take a few questions.



(Rohrabacher)
April 16, 1985
2:00 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LUNCHEON WITH REGIONAL EDITORS
AND BROADCASTERS ON BUDGET AND NICARAGUA
THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 1985

Thank you and welcome to the White House. Having been in
the profession I was prior to running for political office, and
then having been Governor of California and now my current
position, I've developed many close relationships with people in
the news fraternity -- it's a fraternity made up of a wide
variety of individuals.

There is a story I heard about one particular photographer
who worked for a Los Angeles paper. He was called in by his
editor and told of a fire raging in Palos Verdes, a peninsula in
the Southern end of the county. His editor explained a plane was
waiting for him at a small airport near Palos Verdes. He was to
take some aerial photos of the fire and be back in time for the
afternoon edition.

The photographer raced to his car, weaved down the freeway,
breaking every traffic rule as he went, got to the airport and
pulled right to the end of the runway. There was a plane waiting
with its engines revving up. He jumped in the cockpit and
shouted, "Let's go," and they were off.

When they got up to about 5,000 feet he started taking his
camera dgear out and told the pilot to get him over the fire so he
could take his photos and get back to the paper. Then, from the
other side of the cockpit, a weak voice said the words he will

always remember, "Wait a minute. Aren't you the instructor?"
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Seriously, though, not many of you have been in that
situation, but you do operate in a business in which every minute
counts, where everyone struggles to maintain the highest quality,
while at the same time fighting against an ever-approaching
deadline.

Making a decision under the pressure of a deadline can be
helpful. America is facing a deadline of sorts in the form of an
ever-increasing national debt.

With the pressure on to come to grips with this problem, I
think we have an opportunity to make some real progress cutting
spending, some that should have been done long ago. It's not
going to be easy. I had to go the extra mile to reach an
agreement with the Republican leadership of the Senate. I agreed
to some compromises concerning defense and other issues. 1It's
hard to do, but it is about time everybody gritted their teeth
and started being part of the solution, rather than the problem.

The choice is not, as some would have us believe, between
cutting spending and raising taxes. The public doesn't want tax
increases and, more to the point, tax increases will not lower
the level of deficit spending. Tax increases would only serve to
kick us back into recession, thus actually increasing the
deficit.

When it comes to taxes, what we need is simplification and
reform, not increases. I think we can and will simplify the
system and bring down the tax rates. We can lay the foundation
for lower deficits and a vigorous, expanding economy. I see a

consensus building on the idea of tax simplification. If we can
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also agree on reasonable cuts in spending there is every reason
for optimism about America's economic future.

The news media is a vital part of decisions like this.
Through you, people are made aware of the issues at hand, the
alternatives and the consequences.

Your function is vital to the viability of democracy.
Without a free press democracy wouldn't work and all of our other
rights are in jeopardy. Thomas Jefferson is often quoted as
saying, "if the choice were between government without newspapers
or newspapers without government, I would not hesitate to choose
the latter." Jefferson, of course, said that before he was
President.

One of the first institutions to be attacked by tyrants,
whether they be dictators of the left or right, is the press.
We've seen that far too often and it is what is happening in
Nicaragua today.

It should not be forgotten that the one incident that
precipitated the uprising against the Somoza dictatorship was the
assassination of Pedro Chamorro, editor of La Prensa, the
nation's largest and fiercely independent newspaper. Yet control
of the press under the Somoza dictatorship, which was decried by
the Sandinistas, was miniscule as compared to heavy-handed
censorship now endured today by Nicaraguan journalists.

A book entitled, "Nicaragua: Christians Under Fire,"
authored by a former editorial page editor of La Prensa, details
this tragedy. It describes attacks by Sandinista mobs, official

closings, the censorship of the news, the kidnapping and beatings
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of reporters. It should be on the reading list of every
journalist.

Pedro Chamorro Jr., who took his father's place as editor of
La Prensa, could no longer stomach the insidious destruction of
press freedom and the suppression of other fundamental human
rights. He fled the country. Today, news in Nicaragua is as
controlled as that in any Eastern European state. Even the
broadcast of religious services has been interferred with. The
papers are filled with what the communists consider to be good
news. And as Senator Pat Moynihan once observed, countries with
newspapers filled with good news, are likely to have jails filled
with good people.

And the jails are being filled with good people. Recently,
10 or 11 members of the Social Christian party were rounded up
and imprisoned, charged with being counter revolutionaries. To
force them to confess, more than a hundred family members of
these political prisoners were also arrested. That's a tactic
the Sandinistas learned from Cuba. That's the kind of country
the Sandinistas are building.

Nicaragua is following a pattern we've seen before. Bigger
jails are being built. They're called relocation camps.
Refugees are pouring out of the country. What we are witnessing
in Nicaragua is the imposition, with ever-increasing intensity,
of a Marxist dictatorship, a base camp for communist aggression.

Three years ago, there was honest disagreement over the
nature of the Sandinista regime. After meticulously keeping

their true goals secret, deceiving even their own supporters,
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using a reformist cover to lull the press and potential
adversaries, the Sandinistas are now out in the open. The

Miami Herald, which as late as 8 months ago refused to come to

this conclusion, recently editorialized that the Sandinistas are
indeed trying to establish another Cuba and that this is a severe
threat to the people of Central America and to our own national
security.

If the Sandinistas are permitted to consolidate their power,
if they succeed, through subversion, in spreading their
revolution without borders, the free world will face a major
shift in the geo-political balance of power. The United States
will experience a flood of refugees. We could turn around one
day and find a string of anti-American dictatorships in Central
America and military threat on our Southern border. Congress had
better come to grips with just how high the stakes are if we lose
Central America. I am asking Congress to work with me to see
that it doesn't happen.

And I'd like to request something of you as well. I am not
asking for stories in support of my program in Central America.

I would only hope that the news media take the time and effort to
present both sides of the issues at hand. The communist
disinformation machine is hard at work. What we face is too
important not to be handled with the greatest of care and
professionalism. There has been some reason for concern on this
account about charges against the Freedom Fighters.

For example, the falsehood that the Democratic Resistance is

mainly composed of ex-backers of Somoza is patently untrue. Yet
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when made by sympathizers to the Sandinista regime that charge
often goes unchallenged.

Last week, a major publication disclosed it had been
hoodwinked into publishing details of alleged crimes committed by
the Nicaraguan Democratic Resistance. The information for their
story came from what was thought to be an "independent
investigation." As it turned out, the supposed investigation had
been carried out by people closely aligned with the Sandinistas
and was done in close collaboration with the regime. One
national publication had the courage to admit the mistake of
giving credence to the report. How many other broadcast and
print Jjournalists didn't bother to correct the record and just
shrugged off the whole incident?

Accurate information about what is happening in Central
America is essential. Determining the veracity of the
information is not an easy task, especially when we are dealing
with adversaries who don't think twice about lying or even
dressing in the uniforms of their opponents and committing
barbarous crimes. Covering this issue, especially in the next
2 weeks, will require all of your professional skills and all of
your commitment to the truth. I know your readers and listeners
can count on you. That is what freedom is all about. I

appreciate you being here. Perhaps I can take a few questions.
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draft, 1:30 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LUNCHEON WITH REGIONAL EDITORS
AND BROADCASTERS ON BUDGET AND NICARAGUA

THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 1985
Thank you and welcome to the White House. Having been in
the profession I was prior to running for political office, and

then having been Governor of California and now my current
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There is a story I heard about one particular photogrébher
who worked for a Los Angeles paper. He was called in by his
editor and told of a fire raging in Palos Verdes, a peninsula in
the Southern end of the county. His editor explained a
plan at a small airport near Palos Verdes.

ne aerial photos of the fire and be back in
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The photographer car, weaved down the freeway,
breaking every traffic rule as he went, got to the airport and
pulled right to the end of the runway. There was a plane
waiting with its engines revving up. He jumped in the cockpit

and shouted, "Let's go," and they were off.

When they got up to about 5,000 feet he started taking his
camera gear out and told the pilot to get him over the fire so he
could take his photos and get back to the paper. Then, from the

other side of the cockpit, a weak voice said the words he will

always remember, "Wait a minute. Aren't you the instructor?"”



Page 2

Seriously, though, not many of you have been in that
situation, but you do operate in a business in which every minute
counts, where everyone strugg to maintain the highest

quality, while at the same time fighting against an

ever-approaching deadline.
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the idea of tax simplification; If we can also agree on
reasonable cuts in spending there is eVery reason for optimism
about Amer
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Your function is vital to the viability of democracy.
Without a free press democracy wouldn't work and all of our other
rights are in jeopardy. Thomas Jefferson is often quoted as
saying, "if the choice were between government without newspapers
or neWspapers without government, I would not hesitate to choose
the latter." Jefferson, of course, said that hefnare he was
President.

One of the first institutions to be attacked by tyrants,
whether they be dictators of the left or right, is the press.
We've seen that far too often and it is what is happening in
Nicaragua today.

It should not be forgotten that the one incident that
precipitated the uprising against the Somoza dictatorship was the
assassination of Pedro Chamorro, editor of La Prensa, the
nation's largest and fiercely independent newspaper. Yet
control of the press under the Somoza dictatorship, which was
decried by the Sandinistas, was miniscule as cnmnared to

heavy-handed censorship now endured today by _ sts.
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this tragedy. It describes attacks by Sandinista mobs, official
closings, the censorship of the news,‘the kidnapping and beatings.
of reporters. It should be on the reading list of every

journalist ¢ L re

Pedro Chamorro Jr., who took his father's place as editor of
La Prensa, could no longer stomach the insidious destruction of
press freedom and the suppression of other fundamental human
rights. He fled the country. Today, news in Nicaragu~ -~ -~
controlled =< #+h=at+ din anu Fackarn Furana=n gtate. Eve:
services st. The papers are
filled with what the communists consider to be good news. And as
Senator Pat Moynihan once observed, countries with newspapers
filled with good news, are likely to have jails filled with good
people.

And the jails are being filled with good people. Recently,
10 or 11 members of the Social Christian party were rounded up
and imprisoned, charged with being counter revolutionaries. To
force them to confess, more than a hundred family members of
these political prisoners were also arresteAd That'e a +artic
tho Chemddmdmtos A mmee~3 £e5m Cuba.

Nicaragua 1s 1olliowing a pattern we've seen before. Bigger
Jails are being built. They're called relocation camps.
Refugees are pouring out of the country. What we are witnessing
in Nicaragua is the imposition, with ever-increasing intensity,
of a Marxist dictatorshi a base camp for communist

aggression.
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Three years ago, there waé honest ¢*--~-~"--—--* -—er the
nature of the Sandinista regime. Aftef keeping
their true goals secret, deceiving even their own supporters,
using a réformist cover to lull the press and potential
adversaries, the Sandinistas are now out in the open. The

Miami Herald, which as late as 8 months ago refused to come to

this conclusion, recently editorialized that the Sandinistas are
indeed trying to establish another Cuba and that this is a severe
threat to the people of Central America and to our own national
security. -

if the Sandinistas are permitted to consolidate their power,
if they succeed, through subversion, in spreadina their
revolution without borders, the free world face a major
~»3iFf+ in the geo-political balance of power. The United States

axpefience a flood of refugees. We could turn around one

day and find a string of anti-American dictatorships in Central
America and military threat on our Southern border. Congress had
better come to grips with just how high the stakes are if we lose
Central America. I am asking Congress to work with me to see
that it doesn't happen.

And I'd like to request something of you as well. I am not
asking for stories in support of my program in Centrél America.
I would only hope that the news media take the time and effort to
present both sides of the issues at hand. The communist
disinformation machine is hard at work-.t S

. What we face is too important not to be

handled with the greatest of care and professionalisrn
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mainly composed of ex-backers of Somoza is patently untrue. Yet
when made by sympathizers to the Sandinista regime that charge
often goes unchallenged.

Last week, a major publication disclosed 1ad been
hoodwinked into publishing details of alleged crimes committed by
the Nicaraguan Democr~+i~ Precic+=nce., The information for their
story came from what e an "independent
invesfigation.“ As it turned out, the supposed investigation had
been carried out by people closely aligned with the Sandinistas
and was done in close collaboration with the r~~i=~ Nna
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Accurate information about what is happening in Central
America is essential. Determining the veracity of the
information is not an easy task, especially when we are dealing
with adversaries who don't think twice about lying or even
dressing in the uniforms of their opponents and committing
barbarous crimes. Covering this issue, especially in the next
2 weeks, will require all of your professional skills and all of
your commitment to the truth. I know your readers and

listeners can count on you. That is what freedom is all about.

I appreciate you being here. Perhaps I can take a few questions.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LUNCHEON WITH REGIONAL EDITORS
AND BROADCASTERS ON BUDGET AND NICARAGUA
THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 1985

Thank you and welcome to the White House. Having been in
the profession I was prior to running for political office, and
then having been Governor of California and now my current
position, I've developed many close relationships with people in
the news fraternity. Being in a business that relies on creative
talents, you work with a wide variety of special individuals.

There is a story I heard about one particular photographer
who worked for a Los Angeles paper. He was called in by his
editor and told of a fire raging in Palos Verdes, a peninsula in
the Southern end of the county. His editor explained there was a
plane waiting for him at a small airport near Palos Verdes and
that he should get some aerial photos of the fire and be back in
time for the afternoon edition.

The photographer jumped in his car, weaved down the freeway,
breaking every traffic rule as he went, got to the airport and
pulled his car right to the end of the runway. There was a plane
waiting with its engines revving up. He jumped in the cockpit
and shouted, "Let's go," and they were off.

When they got up to about 5,000 feet he started taking his
camera gear out and told the pilot to get him over the fire so he
could take his photos and get back to the paper. Then, from the
other side of the cockpit, a weak voice said the words he will

always remember, "Wait a minute. Aren't you the instructor?"
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Seriously, though, not many of you have been in that
situation, but you do operate in a business in which every minute
counts, where everyone is struggling to maintain the highest
quality, while at the same time fighting against an
ever-approaching deadline.

Making a decision under the pressure of a deadline can be
helpful. However, we are just now coming to grips with some
major questions concerning Federal spending that should have been
decided long ago. In this case, the ever-increasing Federal debt
is a kind of deadline. America cannot endure the deficit
spending now piling more onto the national debt.

I think we have an opportunity now to make some real
progress on this problem. I worked long and hard to reach an
agreement with the Republican leadership of the Senate and agreed
to some compromises concerning defense and other issues, that
were difficult for make, yet I agreed. I think it is about time
everybody gritted their teeth and started being part of the
solution, rather than the problem.

The choice is not, as some would have us believe, between
cutting spending and raising taxes. The public doesn't want tax
increases and, more to the point, tax increases will not mean
lower deficit spending. Tax increases kick us back into
recession and actually increase the deficit.

What we need is tax simplification and reform, not tax
increases. I think we can and will simplify the system and bring
down the tax rates. We can lay the foundation for lower deficits

and a vigorous, expanding economy. I see a consensus building on
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the idea of tax simplification. If we can also agree on
reasonable cuts in spending there is every reason for optimism
about America's economic future.

The news media is a vital part of the process. Through you,
people are made aware of what these sometimes complex issues mean
to them as individuals.

Your function is vital to the viability of democracy.
Without a free press democracy wouldn't work and all of our other
rights are in jeopardy. Thomas Jefferson is often quoted as
saying, "if the choice were between government without newspapers
or newspapers without government, I would not hesitate to choose
the latter." Jefferson, of course, said that before he was
President.

One of the first institutions to be attacked by tyrants,
whether they be dictators of the left or right, is the press.
We've seen that far too often and it is what is happening in
Nicaragua today.

It should not be forgotten that the one incident that
precipitated the uprising against the Somoza dictatorship was the
assassination of Pedro Chamorro, editor of La Prensa, the
nation's largest and fiercely independent newspaper. Yet the
control of the press under the Somoza dictatorship, which was
decried by the Sandinistas, was miniscule as compared to
heavy-handed censorship now endured today by journalists in
Nicaragua.

A book entitled, "Nicaragua: Christians Under Fire,"

authored by a former editorial page editor of La Prensa, details
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this tragedy. It describes attacks by Sandinista mobs, official
closings, the censorship of the news, the kidnapping and beatings
of reporters. It should be on the reading list of every
journalist who wants to understand what it is to work to live
under communist tyranny.

Pedro Chamorro Jr., who took his father's place as editor of
La Prensa, could no longer stomach the insidious destruction of
press freedom and the suppression of other fundamental human
rights. He fled the country. Today, news in Nicaragua is as
controlled as that in any Eastern European state. Even religious
services have been prevented from broadcast. The papers are
filled with what the communists consider to be good news. And as
Senator Pat Moynihan once observed, countries with newspapers
filled with good news, are likely to have jails filled with good
people.

And the jails are being filled with good people. Recently,
10 or 11 members of the Social Christian party were rounded up
and imprisoned, charged with being counter revolutionaries. To
force them to confess, more than a hundred family members of
these political prisoners were also arrested. That's a tactic
the Sandinistas learned from Cuba.

Nicaragua is following a pattern we've seen before. Bigger
jails are being built. They're called relocation camps.
Refugees are pouring out of the country. What we are witnessing
in Nicaragua is the imposition, with ever-increasing intensity,
of a Marxist dictatorship and a base camp for communist

aggression.
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Three years ago, there was honest disagreement over the
nature of the Sandinista regime. After intentionally keeping
their true goals secret, deceiving even their own supporters,
using a reformist cover to lull the press and potential
adversaries, the Sandinistas are now out in the open. The

Miami Herald, which as late as 8 months ago refused to come to

this conclusion, recently editorialized that the Sandinistas are
indeed trying to establish another Cuba and that this is a severe
threat to the people of Central America and to our own national
security.

If the Sandinistas are permitted to consolidate their power,
if they succeed, through subversion, in spreading their
revolution without borders, the free world would face a major
shift in the geo-political balance of power. The United States
would experience a flood of refugees. We could turn around one
day and find a string of anti-American dictatorships in Central
America and military threat on our Southern border. Congress had
better come to grips with just how high the stakes are if we lose
Central America. I am asking Congress to work with me to see
that it doesn't happen.

And I'd like to request something of you as well. I am not
asking for stories in support of my program in Central America.

I would only hope that the news media take the time and effort to
present both sides of the issues at hand. The communist
disinformation machine is hard at work trying to use journalists
for their own ends. What we face is too important not to be

handled with the greatest of care and professionalism, especially
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when dealing with some of the charges made against those who are
struggling against the Sandinista dictatorship.

For example, the falsehood that the Democratic Resistance is
mainly composed of ex-backers of Somoza is patently untrue. Yet
when made by sympathizers to the Sandinista regime that charge
often goes unchallenged.

Last week, a major publication disclosed they had been
hoodwinked into publishing details of alleged crimes committed by
the Nicaraguan Democratic Resistance. The information for their
story came from what appeared to be an "independent
investigation." As it turned out, the supposed investigation had
been carried out by people closely aligned with the Sandinistas
and was done in close collaboration with the regime. One
national publication had the courage to admit it had made a
mistake by giving credence to the report. How many other
broadcast and print journalists Jjust shrugged off the whole
incident?

Accurate information about what is happening in Central
America is essential. Determining the veracity of the
information is not an easy task, especially when we are dealing
with adversaries who don't think twice about lying or even
dressing in the uniforms of their opponents and committing
barbarous crimes. Covering this issue, especially in the next
2 weeks, will require all of your professional skills and all of
your commitment to find the truth. I know your readers and
listeners can count on you. That is what freedom is all about.

I appreciate you being here. Perhaps I can take a few questions.



