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Document No. _(o--=-_O_Y_~_~_9......__ 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: __ 1_1_1_0_9_/_s_s _ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: NOON THURSDAY 11/10 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VETERANS DAY CEREMONY 

(11/09 6:30 p.m. draft) 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ ~ KRANOWITZ IY' □ 

DUBERSTEIN □ ✓ MASENG v □ 

POWELL ✓ □ RANGE ~ □ 

WRIGHT-OMS □ □ RISQUE .-, □ 
OGLESBY □ ✓ RYAN □ □ 

CRIPPE □ SPRINKEL □ □ 

CULVAHOUSE ✓ □ TUCK □ □ 

DAWSON □ ✓ TUTTLE □ □ 

DONATELLI r' □ DOLAN 
□ ~ 

FITZWATER □ ~ COURTEMANCHE 
□ 

HOBBS □ □ □ □ 

HOOLEY □ ✓ □ □ 

REMARKS: 
Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Tony Dolan 
by NOON on Thursday, 11/10, with an info copy to my office. 

RESPONSE: 

Thanks. 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext.2702 



• • - 3 -

Yes, gentle heroes and living love and our memories of a 

time when we faced great divisions here at home: And yet if this 

place recalls all this -- both sweet and sad -- it also reminds 

us of a great and profound truth about our Nation, that from all 

our divisions we have always eventually emerged strengthened. 

Perhaps we are finding that new strength today, and, if so, much 

of it comes from the forgiveness and healing love that our 

Vietnam Veterans have shown. 

For too long a time, they stood in a chill wind, as if on a 

winter night's watch. And in that night, their deeds spoke to 

us, but we knew them not. Their voices called to us, but we 

heard them not . Yet in this land that God has blessed, the dawn 

always at last follows the dark, and now morning has come. The 

night is over. We see these men and know them once again -- and 

know how much we owe them, how much they have given us, how much 

we can never fully repay. And not just as individuals but as a 

Nation, we say we love you. 

These days, we show our 

the Government. We 

on Memorial Day, Veteran 

many ways -- some of it by 

Flag at this memorial 

POW-MIA Recognition Day. This 

is a small gesture, but a significant one. 

vigil for those who have not yet returned. 

America also keeps a 

We have negotiated 

with the Vietnamese to bring all the bodies of our Nation's sons 

home and for the first time to have joint teams investigate 

places that might shed light on the fate of those we list as 

missing. In Laos we have also begun to survey and excavate 

sites. And we have told Hanoi that it is up to them to prove 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: __ l_l_/_0_9_/_8_8 _ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: N00N THURSDAY 11/10 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VETERANS DAY CEREMONY 

(11/09 6:30 p.m. draft) 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ u KRANOWITZ ty' □ 

DUBERSTEIN □ ✓ MASENG □ 

POWELL ~ □ RANGE ~ □ 

WRIGHT-OMB □ □ RISQUE ., 
□ 

OGLESBY □ ✓ RYAN □ □ 

CRIPPEN ~ □ SPRINKEL □ □ 

CULVAHOUSE ✓ □ TUCK □ □ 

DAWSON □ ✓ TUTTLE □ □ 

DONATELLI ~ □ DOLAN 
□ ~ 

FITZWATER □ ~ COURTEMANCHE 
□ 

HOBBS □ □ □ □ 

HOOLEY □ ✓ □ □ 

REMARKS: 
Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Tony Dolan 
by NOON on Thursday, • to my office. Thanks. 

/ffi1 
Rhett Dawson 

Ext. 2702 
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Yes, gentle heroes and living love and our memories of a 

time when we faced great divisions here at home: And yet if this 

place recalls all this -- both sweet and sad -- it also reminds 

us of a great and profound truth about our Nation, that from all 

our divisions we have always eventually emerged strengthened. 

Perhaps we are finding that new strength today, and, if so, much 

of it comes from the forgiveness and healing love that our 

Vietnam Veterans have shown. 

For too long a time, they stood in a chill wind, as if on a 

winter night's watch. And in that night, their deeds spoke to 

us, but we knew them not. Their voices called to us, but we 

heard them not. Yet in this land that God has blessed, the dawn 

always at last follows the dark, and now morning has come. The 

night is over. We see these men and know them once again -- and 

know how much we owe them, how much they have given us, how much 

we can never fully repay. And not just as individuals but as a 

Nation, we say we love you. 

These days, we show our love in many ways -- some of it by 

the Government. We now fly _, the POW-MIA Flag at this memorial 

on Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and POW-MIA Recognition Day. This 

is a small gesture, but a significant one. 

vigil for those who have not yet returned. 

America also keeps a 

We have negotiated 

with the Vietnamese to bring all the bodies of our Nation's sons 

home and for the first time to have joint teams investigate 

places that might shed light on the fate of those we list as 

missing. In Laos we have also begun to survey and excavate 

sites. And we have told Hanoi that it is up to them to prove 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 11/09/88 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: . NO~N,, THURSDAY 11/10 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VETERANS DAY CEREMONY 

(11/09 6:30 p.m. draft) 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ u KRANOWIT2-, s :v □ 

DUBERSTEIN □ ✓ MASENG 
( 

V □ 

POWELL ~ □ RANGE ~ □ 

WRIGHT-OMB □ □ RISQUE .--, □ 
OGLESBY □ ✓ RYAN □ □ 

CRIPPEN a' □ SPRINKEL □ □ 

CULVAHOUSE ✓ □ TUCK □ □ 

DAWSON □ ✓ TUTTLE □ □ 

DONATELLI rt/ □ DOLAN 
□ ~ 

FITZWATER □ ~ COURTEMANCHE 
□ 

HOBBS □ □ □ □ 

HOOLEY □ ✓ □ □ 

REMARKS: 
Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Tony Dolan 
by NOON on Thursday, 11/10, with an info copy to my office. Thanks. 

RESPONSE: 

D e_~ '+O N £ C DIA '-I-'~ 
,_v,·s~ o-S- <fu{ s~l.Q 

ci,--- _Jei o"'- P · 4-
~ 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext. 2702 
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that unhappy part of the world, who can doubt that the cause for 

which our men fought was just? It was, after all, however 

imperfectly pursued, the cause of freedom, and they showed 

uncommon courage in its service. Perhaps at this late date we 

can all agree that we have learned one lesson -- that young 

Americans must never again be sent to fight and die unless we are 

prepared to let them win. 

But beyond that, we remember today that all our gentle 

heroes of Vietnam have given us a lesson in something more -- a 

lesson in living love. Yes, for all of them, those who came back 

and those who did not, their love of their families lives. Their 

love of their buddies on the battlefields and friends back home 

lives. Their love of their country lives. 

This memorial has become a monument to that living love. 

The thousands who come to see the names testify to a love that 
~ 

endures. The messages and m,slmentos they leave speak with a 

whispering voice that passes gently through the surrounding trees 

and out across the breast of our peaceful Nation. A childhood 

teddy bear; a photograph of the son or daughter -- born too late 

to know his or her father; a battle ribbon; a note: There are so 

many of these and all are testimony to our living love for them. 

And our Nation, itself, is testimony to the love our 

veterans have had for it and for us. Our liberties, our values, 

al.l for which America stands is safe today because brave men and 

women have been ready to face the fire at freedom's front. And 

we thank God for them. 
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that Americans are no longer living against their will in 

Indochina. -~ therwise we will assume some are, and we wil~ 

everything we can to find them. 

Here, at home, a new Department of Veterans Affairs and 

extended veterans benefits are merely outward and visible signs 

of an inward and invisible grace that has come to our land. 

Vietnam service is once more universally recognized as a badge of 

pride. 

Four years ago, I noted that this healing had begun and that 

I hoped that before my days as Commander-in-Chief were over it 

would be completed. Well, now as I reach the end of my service 

it appears to me that it has been, and what can I say but, 

"Welcome home." 

Now before I go, as have so many others, Nancy and I wanted 

to leave a note at the wall, and if I may read it to you before 

doing it. 

"Our young friends: Yes, young friends, for in our hearts 

you will always be young, full of the love that is youth, love of 

life, love of joy, love of country. You fought for your country 

and for its safety and for the freedom of others with strength 

and courage. We love you for it. We honor you. And we have 

faith that, as He does all his sacred children, the Lord will 

bless you and keep you, the Lord will make His face to shine upon 

you, and give you peace, now and forever more. 

Ronald and Nancy Reagan." 

Thank you all and God bless you. 



MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT : 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 10, 1988 

ANTHONY R. DOLAN 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND 

DIRECTOR OF SPEECHWRITING 

C . DEAN MCGRATH , JR . / A(Jt,& e ~ 
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TcYT'iiE IfE~~~ 

Presidential Remarks: Veterans Day Ceremony 

Counsel's office has reviewed the above-referenced Presidential 
remarks, and we have no legal objection to their delivery. 

Thank you for submitting these remarks for our review. 

cc: Rhett B. Dawson 



MEMORANDUM 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

November 10, 1988 

FOR ANTHONY R. DOLAN 

~ PAUL SCHOTT STEVEN/? 

Presidential Remarks: Veterans Day Ceremony 

7994 

We have reviewed and concur in the above subject remarks with the 
edits as noted. 

Attachment 

Tab A Incoming Correspondence 

cc: Rhett Dawson 
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7994 
WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 11/09/88 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: NOON THURSDAY 11/1 0 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VETERANS DAY CEREMONY 

(11/09 6:30 p.rn. draft) 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ u KRANOWITZ ty' □ 

DUBERSTEIN □ ✓ MASENG i»' □ 
POWELL □ RANGE ~ □ 

WRIGHT-OMB □ □ RISQUE ~ □ 
OGLESBY □ ✓ RYAN □ □ 

CRIPPEN ~ □ SPRINKEL □ □ 

CULVAHOUSE ✓ □ TUCK □ □ 

DAWSON □ ✓ TUTTLE □ □ 

DONATELLI r,/ □ DOLAN 
□ ~ 

FITZWATER □ ~ COURTEMANCHE 
□ 

HOBBS □ □ □ □ 

HOOLEY □ ✓ □ □ 

REMARKS: 
Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Tony Dolan 
by NOON on Thursday, 11/10, with an info copy to my office. Thanks. 

RESPONSE: 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext. 2702 



, • (Judge/ARD) 
November 9, 1988 
6:30 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VETERANS DAY CE~~i1ll .. ~ f-',\ o: 
4 9 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1~11. ~-v 1988 

We are gathered today, just , to 

remember those who served, those w ught, and those ave 

their l ast full measure of devotion for our country. 

We are gathered at a monument on which the names of our 

fallen friends and loved ones are engraved, and with crosses 

instead of diamonds beside them, the names of those whose fate we 

do not yet know. One of those who fell wrote, shortly before his 

death, these words: "Take what they have left/and what they have 

taught you/with their dying/and keep it with your own./And ... 

take one moment to embrace/those gentle heroes/you left behind." 

Today, Veterans Day, as we do every year, we take that 

moment to embrace the gentle heroes of Vietnam and of all our 

wars. We remember those who were called upon to g i ve all a 

person can give. And we remember those who were prepared to make 

that sacrifice, if it were demanded of them in the line of duty, 

though it never was. Most of all we remember the devotion ahd 

gallantry with which all of them ennobled their Nation as they 

became champi~ ause. 

I am not speaking provocatively here. Unlike the other wars 

of this century, of course, there were deep divisions about the 

wisdom and rightness of the Vietnam War. Both sides spoke with 

honesty and fervor, and what more can we ask in our democracy? 

And yet, after more than a decade of desperate boat people, after 

the killing fields of Cambodia, after all that has happened in 
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that unhappy part of the world, who can doubt that the cause for 

which our men fought was just? It was, after all, however 

imperfectly pursued, the cause of freedom, and they showed 

uncommon courage in its service. Perhaps at this late date we 

can all agree that we have learned one lesson -- that young 

Americans must never again be sent to fight and die unless we are 

prepared to let them win. 

But beyond that, we remember today that all our gentle 

heroes of Vietnam have given us a lesson in something more -- a 

lesson in living love. Yes, for all of them, those who came back 

and those who did not, their love of their families lives. Their 

love of their buddies on the battlefields and friends back home 

lives. Their love of their country lives. 

This memorial has become a monument to that living love. 

The thousands who come to see the names testify to a love that 

endures. The messages and momentos they leave speak with a 

whispering voice that passes gently through the surrounding trees 

and out across the breast of our peaceful Nation. A childhood 

teddy bear; a photograph of the son or daughter -- born too late 

to know his or her father; a battle ribbon; a note: There are so 

many of these and all are testimony to our living love for them. 

And our Nation, itself, is testimony to the love our 

veterans have had for it and for us. Our liberties, our values, 

all for which America stands is safe today because brave men and 

women have been ready to face the fire at freedom's front. And 

we thank God for them. 
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Yes, gentle heroes and living love and our memories of a 

time when we faced great divisions here at home: And yet if this 

place recalls all this -- both sweet and sad -- it also reminds 

us of a great and profound truth about our Nation, that from all 

our divisions we have always eventually emerged strengthened. 

Perhaps we are finding that new strength today, and, if so, much 

of it comes from the forgiveness and healing love that our 

Vietnam Veterans have shown. 

For too long a time, they stood in a chill wind, as if on a 

winter night's watch. And in that night, their deeds spoke to 

us, but we knew them not. Their voices called to us, but we 

heard them not. Yet in this land that God has blessed, the dawn 

always at last follows the dark, and now morning has come. The 

night is over. We see these men and know them once again -- and 

know how much we owe them, how much they have given us, how much 

we can never fully repay. And not just as individuals but as a 

Nation, we say we love you. 

These days, we show our love in many ways -- some of it by 

the Government. We now fl~ POW-MIA Flag at this memorial 

on Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and POW-MIA Recognition Day. This 

is a small gesture, but a significant one. America also keeps a 

vigil for those who have not yet returned. We have negotiated 

with the Vietnamese to bring hl_l the bodies ~ our Nation's sons 

home and for the first time to have joint teams inves~ 
~ - ~~~ tVlLJl.4) ~ ~L,f r\J~ • • 

P;.:,<:::-s that might shed light on the fate of those we list as 
.bJ11 LJI\I ~ M,,(,,..J .1\.-o-- .D 1) 

missing. In Laos we have also se~R to sur@and exca~ 

~ ites. And we have told Hanoi that it ia~em to prove 



- 4 -

~ --t"o fCv., ~,~ ~ ~ ~?t,;;ft ~J ~ ~ 
~ Amerioans are no longer]I~vi~ against their will in 
~ ~µr~ 

Indochina. Otherwise we will assume some are, and we will do 

everything we can to find them. 

Here, at home, a new Department of Veterans Affairs and 

extended veterans benefits are merely outward and visible signs 

of an inward and invisible grace that has come to our land. 

Vietnam service is once more universally recognized as a badge of 

pride. 

Four years ago, I noted that this healing had begun and that 

I hoped that before my days as Commander-in-Chief 
CJ.-f~~ 

would be completed. Well, now as I fre the end 
T .:SIS£ Vr i..,-,,., ~ .....:fe..11..JAw~ uJ....c.. -ft...:,,',,,,, II -'f-fftJ. p-t.,c,..-._._....J 
it appears to me that {i_t bas beafil and what can I 

\I 
W«. "'Aw.. Jw.l~ 

"Welcome home." 

were over it 

of my servic~ 

say but, 

Now before I go, as have so many others, Nancy and I wanted 

to leave a note at the wall, and if I may read it to you before 

doing it. 

"Our young friends: Yes, young friends, for in our hearts 

you will always be young, full of the love that is youth, love of 

life, love of joy, love of country. You fought for your country 

and for its safety and for the freedom of others with strength 

and courage. We love you for it. We honor you. And we have 

faith that, as He does all his sacred children, the Lord will 

bless you and keep you, the Lord will make His face to shine upon 

you, and give you peace, now and forever more. 

Ronald and Nancy Reagan." 

Thank you all and God bless you. 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: __ 1_1_1_0_9_/ _s_s _ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY : NOON THURSDAY 11/10 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VETERANS DAY CEREMONY 

(11/0 9 6 :30 p . m. dra ft) 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ u KRANOWITZ 

DUBERSTEIN □ ✓ MASENG 

POWELL ~ □ RANGE ,-

WRIGHT-OMB □ □ RISQUE 

OGLESBY □ ✓ RYAN 

CRIPPEN ti' □ SPRINKEL 

CULVAHOUSE ✓ □ TUCK 

DAWSON □ ✓ TUTTLE 

DONATELLJ ~ □ DOLAN 

FITZWATER □ ~ COURTEMANCHE 

HOBBS □ □ 

HOOLEY □ ✓ 
REMARKS: 

ACTION FYI 

P' □ 

" □ :-:bJ □ 

V' □ 
□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ ~ 
□ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

Please provide a ny comments/recommendations directly to Tony Dolan 
by NOON on Thursday, 11/10, with an J copy to 

. c} 

RESPONSE: 

my office . Thanks . 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext. 2702 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Thank you Jack Wheeler and good morning. Before I begin, 

let me take a moment to congratulate the Vietnam Veterans 
..YJ--c.--

Memorial Fund and s.x:rr other distinguished guests-without 

whom the construction and operation of this Memorial 

would not be possible. I am also grateful to the 

hundreds of Vietnam veterans who, when I asked them to 

joi n my Administration, did so and have served our nation 

proudly. For your devotion to America, I salute you . 



PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: 

J_ {\Se T 

(Judge/ARD) 
November 9, 1988 
6:30 p.m . 

• C: 49 
VETERANS DAY CERPJONI¥/ -· ~ v· .• 0 

R DAY, NOVEMBER \~11. ~· ~ 1988 

We are gathered today, just as we have gathered before, to 

remember those who served, those who fought, and those who gave 

their last full measure of devotion for our country. 
Tu1.5. 1..S A- 'S ';>Q..C. I~\ ~\c....c_e -- 0,. VY\Ctv\oi-,~\ 
We are ga~hered at a meR~■nt on which the names of our 

Ro WV\ T"r\ e: \J \ E:TI,.J A-\/\ w Nl_ 

fa 11 en friends and loved ones are engrave<:, an with crosses 

instead of diamonds beside them, the names of those whose fate we 
I.Ao.\\ 

death, these words: "Take what they have left/and what they have 

taught you/with their dying/and keep it with your own./And ... 

take one moment to embrace/those gentle heroes/you left behind." . 
\.. c:, IJ~ 0...;. +'-'--~ 'S. f~c. ,o.....-\ 

Today, Veterans Day, as we do every year, .we:rtake~ ~ r \c..~c., 

o_ moment to embrace the gentle heroes of Vietnam and of all our 
lo.(\d o..\~_J 

wars~ ~ er those who were called upon to give all a 
'-'oro r 7 ( om::. rY'\ e. A a "~ \.,..:) o m -e. I() 

person can giv~. And we,. rememser those who were prepared to make 
W'r-.o ~4!.0r +r--c..., r C....Cu""T'll..½ ~ uv--., ~tv\ a.~~ ST.itrtvD "yf<!. ioCe..d -ro (r'\a_l< ~ 
~ha~ sacrifice, if lt were eemaRded of them in the ~ine of e~t¥-, 
~ ~ " \+..IV'O..-k:.. Sc:..c..r '~UL.. 

thettgh it never was. Most of all we remember the devotion and 
\ v I O-\Jl>,tv\" (LTe<a. /\~ w "''t) ~; ~ e ~ 

gallantry with which al~ ef tham ennobled ~ir Nation a s '~hay 

b . t+i~ o " ecame champions ~of Anoble cause~ ~ e. 

I am not speaking preYooatiYely here. Unlike the other wars 

of this centuryx of oourser there were deep divisions about the 

wisdom and rightness of the Vietnam War. Both sides spoke with 

honesty and fervor, and what more can we ask in our democracy? 

And yet, after more than a decade of desperate boat people, after 

the killing fields of Cambodia, after all that has happened in 
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that unhappy part of the world, who can doubt that the cause for 

which our men fought was just? It was, after all, however 

imperfectly pursued, the cause of 
'f>u~ W '~ U'<\C...OfV'\,""°f°' c__O(.)-f'C,._~­

~RQOIIUB8H eottia~e 1n 1ts servic.e. 

C>uJ::: r"(\e,,{\ 0,.,-f"'\~ \..J O'I'\'\~<'\ 
freedom~ an they showed 

Perhaps at this late date we 

can all agree that we have learned one lesson -- that lJ!iB•J~ 

Americans must never again be sent to fight and die unless we are 

prepared to let them win. 

But beyond that, we remember today that all our gentle 

heroes of Vietnam have given us a lesson in something more -- a 
de.~ a.rd. 

lesson in~ living love. Yes, 

and those who did not, their 

for all of them, those who came back 
~ 

love • •tsir families lives. Their 
<:\. Q..~'\\,dY\-\-u ~Q -IV'.\ r~Ae.s.. 

la .a or their btidd-ies on the battlefields and friends back home 
d e.,\101\lN\ o... nd 

lives. Their ~love of their country lives. 
A 

This memorial has become a monument to -that living love. 

The thousands who come to see the names testify to a love that 

endures. The messages and mementos they leave speak with a 

whispering voice that passes gently through the surrounding trees 

and out across the c:ea•f ef our peaceful Nation. A childhood 

teddy bear; a photograph of the son or daughter -- born too late 

to know his or her father; a battle ribbon; a note: There are so 

many of these and all are testimony to our living love for them. 
de.u~ a...,._,c;l 

And- _Eur Nation /-rtself /is testimony to th~ love our 

veterans have had for it and for us. Our liberties , our values, 

all for which America stands is safe today because brave men and 

women have been ready to face the fire at freedom's front. And 

we thank God for them. 



J 
t./J 

-
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c;_,r~ 
Yes, gentle heroesJ ans living lo~e and our memories ~of a 

time when we faced great divisions here at home: And yet if this 

place recalls all this -- both sweet and sad -- it also reminds 

us of a great and profound truth about our Nation, that from all 

our divisions we have always eventually emerged strengthened. 

Perhaps we are finding that new strength today, and, if so, much 

of it comes from the forgiveness and healing love that our 

Vietnam Veterans have shown. 
o._ \ DY\ e_' '-\ ,:Se .,-.T'IL'i 

For too long a time, they stood in a chill wind, ~as if oR..a 
on o.... 
Awinter night's watch. And in that night, their deeds spoke to 

us, but we knew them not. Their voices called to us, but we 

heard them not. Yet in this land that God has blessed, the dawn 

always at last follows the dark, and now morning has come. The 

night is over. We see these men and know them once again -- and 

know how much we owe them, how much they have given us, how much 

we can never fully repay. And not just as individuals but as a 
r e.s~ ~-.- '-Io u u-J e... ~ '--\ o u a. f'.d we.... \o\) e.... "-\0 u . 

Nation, we say we l.e¥e yew, / 1 

These days, we show -et2!!.love in many ways -- some of it by 

the Government. We now fly of the POW-MIA Flag at this memorial 

on Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and POW-MIA Recognition Day. This 

is a small gesture, but a significant one. America also keeps a 

vigil for those who have not yet returned. We have negotiated 

with the Vietnamese to bring all the bodies of our Nation's sons 

home and for the first time to have joint teams investigatf '4 

places that might shed light on the fate of those we list as 

missing. In Laos we have also begun to survey and excavate 

sites. And we have told Hanoi that it is up to them to prove 
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that Americans are no longer living against their will in 

Indochina. Otherwise we will assume some are, and we will do 

everything we can to find them. 

Here, at home, a new Department of Veterans Affairs and 

extended veterans benefits are merely outward and visible signs 
'5e.n S -e.. o ~ c..u-e_ C::....t'\ d.. C.otr. 'P ~ l<T"V"'\ 

of an inward and invisible/\gs~se that has come to our land. 

Vietnam service is once more universally recognized as a badge 

pride. 

Four years ago, I noted that this healing had begun and that 

I hoped that before my days as Commander-in-Chief were over it 

would be completed. Well, now as I r-:.ea::e:a the end of my service T\ o....~ 
-h.e.. ha:::,__\ , :=\ ro<..Q..s;.:_ \ s f\ q n ·~ c oM \-<tt-< l)J"'(\ • ' 

it appears to me that ~ has e~ eft what can I say ut, 

ome home." 

Now before I go, as have so many others, Nancy and I wanted 

to leave a note at the wall, and if I may read it to you before 

doing it. 

"Our young friends: Yes, young friends, for in our hearts 

you will always be young, full of the love that is youth, love of 

life, love of joy, love of country. You fought for your country 

and for its safety and for the freedom of others with strength 

and courage. We love you for it. We honor you. And we have 

faith that, as He does all his sacred children, the Lord will 

bless you and keep you, the Lord will make His face to shine upon 

you, and give you peace, now and forever more. 

Ronald and Nancy Reagan." 

Thank you all and God bless you. 

Q_(\~ \}-) 

% ~ r r \ <~}'Yt 
€.. 'i e ~ o ~ 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: 

(Judge/ARD) 
November 9, 1988 
6:30 p.m. 

I C : 49 
VETERANS DAY CE~~i¥l -· ~ f-'. : u 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER\~l'i ~ • J 1988 

We are gathered today, just as we have gathered before, to 

remember those who served, those who fought, and those who gave 

their last full measure of devotion for our country. 
TH I$ IS A 5 P6C.1 ,t,.J... Pc..AC.E' - • A N'\~N'\O (2. \AL. 
We are gathered ae a ■eRllllaR~ on which the names of our 

F'Rlt'<\ '"T'\4~ '/le:Th!N'<'\ W~i<. 
fallen friends and loved ones/\are engraved, and with crosses 

~~ N~ ,~ Fc:D.E:VEt'Z. eNa-2A\l£'0CN-n-\lS \o..l~U. 
instead of diamonds beside them, the names of those~hose fate we 

do not yet know. One of those who fell wrote, shortly before his 

death, these words: "Take what they have left/and what they have 

taught you/with their dying/and keep it with your own./And ... 

take one moment to embrace/those gentle heroes/you left behind." _ 
'-~ u~ ,-.., TI-\\~ ~ ~\.. 

Today, Veterans Day, as we do every year, -we take,. ~A PLA<.£1 

A.moment to embrace the gentle heroes of Vietnam and of all our 

wars. We remember those who were called upon to give all a 
A'-'=O t-\Ot-JOR "ii-\c:6E PRCA.D rne-t ~NC ~N\e,..l 

person can give. And we"remeee• ~heee •.,.;sne •.,.;sepe pz,epaz,ea •e ■aJce 
WHO WEAC2. ir'\E\R.. CCUNTR '/ '6 UN\r0'2.N'\ ~ND s,~ND P'2..€PA'2.e:"D 
tna~ eaorifioe, if i, were ae■aRlieli ef ~he• iR ~he line ef aH~y, 
lb N"tA~e -n-\c u'-.,,m~ SK-(J.,~,c..e.. 
~he~gh ie ftewe• ~as. Most of all we remember the devotion and 

'"™E "1 en-J~ ~C:::. 1,,,.)-\0 ~ 
gallantry with which allhef ehem eftfteeled their Nation as they 

THE' 
became champions ofAnoble cause,t ~ C:Re.~ot"Y"\. 

I am not speaking provocatively here. Unlike the other wars 

of this century, ef eaY•aa, there were deep divisions about the 

wisdom and rightness of the Vietnam War. Both sides spoke with 

honesty and fervor, and what more can we ask in our democracy? 

And yet, after more than a decade of desperate boat people, after 

the killing fields of Cambodia, after all that has happened in 



- 2 -

that unhappy part of the world, who can doubt that the cause for 

which our men fought was just? It was, after all, however 
o..;G.. N\~ ~NO v-lOMe:,,.J 

imperfectly pursued, the cause of freedom, ;uui tho¥ &hoIJod 
F'ouC::{ HT i-d2, W\"'T\-\ 
uncommon courage.in i~s sePVi&e. Perhaps at this late date we 

can all agree that we have learned one lesson -- that young 

Americans must never again be sent to fight and die unless we are 

prepared to let them win. 

But beyond that, we remember today that all our gentle 

heroes of Vietnam have given us a lesson in ~~~rm~:"O 8 

lessen in liviR! love. Yes, for all of them, those who came back 
f:OC2. 

and those who did not, their love -e-f- their families lives. Their 
1::e.VOT'\ON T0 comf.21>,oes 

love of their auaaio& on the battlefields and friends back home 
. .oe.vcmotJ ~. . 

lives. TheirNove of their country lives. 
A 

This memorial has become a monument to •Aa• living love. 

The thousands who come to see the names testify to a love that 

endures. The messages and mementos they leave speak with a 

whispering voice that passes gently through the surrounding trees 

and out across ~he ereaee ef our peaceful Nation. A childhood 

teddy bear; a photograph of the son or daughter -- born too late 

to know his or her father; a battle ribbon; a note: There are so 

many of these and all are testimony to our living love for them. 
~cmotJ 

~ our Nation, itself, is testimony to the le.e our 
~ 

veterans have had for it and for us. Our liberties, our values, 

all for which America stands is safe today because brave men and 

women have been ready to face the fire at freedom's front. And 

we thank God for them. 
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Yes, gentle heroes.> and liwin~ 
AQ.E 

le~e and our memoriesAof a 

time when we faced great divisions here at home: And yet if this 

place recalls all this -- both sweet and sad -- it also reminds 

us of a great and profound truth about our Nation, that from all 

our divisions we have always eventually emerged strengthened. 

Perhaps we are finding that new strength today, and, if so, much 

of it comes from the forgiveness and healing love that our 

Vietnam Veterans have shown. 
l.ot-Ja.."I ~\~ 

For too long a time, they stood in a chill wind, aa if on a 

winter night's watch. And in that night, their deeds spoke to 

us, but we knew them not. Their voices called to us, but we 

heard them not. Yet in this land that God has blessed, the dawn 

always at last follows the dark, and now morning has come. The 

night is over. We see these men and know them once again -- and 

know how much we owe them, how much they have given us, how much 

we can never fully repay. And not just as individuals but as a 
°i?ESPEZ...T veu-, \,,.£ 1-\CNca. 'IO..L, A.NC wE 

Nation, we say weN.ove you. 

These days, we show..,._ love in many ways -- some of it by 

the Government. We now fly of the POW-MIA Flag at this memorial 

on Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and POW-MIA Recognition Day. This 

is a small gesture, but a significant one. America also keeps a 

vigil for those who have not yet returned. We have negotiated 

with the Vietnamese to bring all the bodies of our Nation's sons 

home and for the first time to have joint teams investigat~C:r 

places that might shed light on the fate of those we list as 

missing. In Laos we have also begun to survey and excavate 

sites. And we have told Hanoi that it is up to them to prove 
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that Americans are no longer living against their will in 

Indochina. Otherwise we will assume some are, and we will do 

everything we can to find them. 

Here, at home, a new Department of Veterans Affairs and 

extended veterans benefits are merely outward and visible signs 
~Nse ~ c.Afce A.NO C.ON\~b\0"1 

of an inward and invisible,"f•aee that has come to our land. 

Gietnam service is once more universally recognized as a badge of 

pride . ..,.... ______ _ 

Four years ago, 

I hoped that before m 

would be completed. 

noted that this healing had begun and that 

days as Commander-in-Chief were over it 

as I reach the end of my service 

it appears to me tha~~!'➔.te'l!M~!lfl-,-Mt& what can I say but, 
= 

"Welcome home." 

Now before I go, as have so many others, Nancy and I wanted 

to leave a note at the wall, and if I may read it to you before 

doing it. 

"Our young friends: Yes, young friends, for in our hearts 

you will always be young, full of the love that is youth, love of 

life, love of joy, love of country. You fought for your country 

and for its safety and for the freedom of others with strength 

and courage. We love you for it. We honor you. And we have 

faith that, as He does all his sacred children, the Lord will 

bless you and keep you, the Lord will make His face to shine upon 

you, and give you peace, now and forever more. 

Ronald and Nancy Reagan." 

Thank you all and God bless you. 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VETERANS DAY CEREMONY 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1988 

We are gathered today, just as we have gathered before, to 

remember those who served, those who fought, and those who gave 

their last full measure of devotion for our country. 

We are gathered at a monument on which the names of our 

fallen friends and loved ones are engraved, and with crosses 

instead of diamonds beside them, the names of those whose fate we 

do not yet know. One of those who fell wrote, shortly before his 

death, these words: "Take what they have left/and what they have 

taught you/with their dying/and keep it with your own./And ... 

take one moment to embrace/those gentle heroes/you left behind." 

Today, Veterans Day, as we do every year, we take that 

moment to embrace the gentle heroes of Vietnam and of all our 

wars. We remember those who were called upon to give all a 

person can give. And we remember those who were prepared to make 

that sacrifice, if it were demanded of them in the line of duty, 

though it never was. Most of all we remember the devotion and 

gallantry with which all of them ennobled their Nation as they 

became champions of noble cause. 

I am not speaking provocatively here. Unlike the other wars 

of this century, of course, there were deep divisions about the 

wisdom and rightness of the Vietnam War. Both sides spoke with 

honesty and fervor, and what more can we ask in our democracy? 

And yet, after more than a decade of desperate boat people, after 

the killing fields of Cambodia, after all that has happened in 
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that unhappy part of the world, who can doubt that the cause for 

which our men fought was just? It was, after all, however 

imperfectly pursued, the cause of freedom, and they showed 

uncommon courage in its service. Perhaps at this late date we 

can all agree that we have learned one lesson -- that young 

Americans must never again be sent to fight and die unless we are 

prepared to let them win. 

But beyond that, we remember today that all our gentle 

heroes of Vietnam have given us a lesson in something more -- a 

lesson in living love. Yes, for all of them, those who came back 

and those who did not, their love of their families lives. Their 

love of their buddies on the battlefields and friends back home 

lives. Their love of their country lives. 

This memorial has become a monument to that living love. 

The thousands who come to see the names testify to a love that 

endures. The messages and momentos they leave speak with a 

whispering voice that passes gently through the surrounding trees 

and out across the breast of our peaceful Nation. A childhood 

teddy bear; a photograph of the son or daughter -- born too late 

to know his or her father; a battle ribbon; a note: There are so 

many of these and all are testimony to our living love for them. 

And our Nation, itself, is testimony to the love our 

veterans have had for it and for us. Our liberties, our values, 

all for which America stands is safe today because brave men and 

women have been ready to face the fire at freedom's front. And 

we thank God for them. 
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Yes, gentle heroes and living love and our memories of a 

time when we faced great divisions here at home: And yet if this 

place recalls all this -- both sweet and sad -- it also reminds 

us of a great and profound truth about our Nation, that from all 

our divisions we have always eventually emerged strengthened. 

Perhaps we are finding that new strength today, and, if so, much 

of it comes from the forgiveness and healing love that our 

Vietnam Veterans have shown. 

For too long a time, they stood in a chill wind, as if on a 

winter night's watch. And in that night, their deeds spoke to 

us, but we knew them not. Their voices called to us, but we 

heard them not. Yet in this land that God has blessed, the dawn 

always at last follows the dark, and now morning has come. The 

night is over. We see these men and know them once again -- and 

know how much we owe them, how much they have given us, how much 

we can never fully repay. And not just as individuals but as a 

Nation, we say we love you. 

These days, we show our love in many ways -- some of it by 

the Government. We now fly of the POW-MIA Flag at this memorial 

on Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and POW-MIA Recognition Day. This 

is a small gesture, but a significant one. 

vigil for those who have not yet returned. 

America also keeps a 

We have negotiated 

with the Vietnamese to bring all the bodies of our Nation's sons 

home and for the first time to have joint teams investigate 

places that might shed light on the fate of those we list as 

missing. In Laos we have also begun to survey and excavate 

sites. And we have told Hanoi that it is up to them to prove 
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that Americans are no longer living against their will in 

Indochina. Otherwise we will assume some are, and we will do 

everything we can to find them. 

Here, at home, a new Department of Veterans Affairs and 

extended veterans benefits are merely outward and visible signs 

of an inward and invisible grace that has come to our land. 

Vietnam service is once more universally recognized as a badge of 

pride. 

Four years ago, I noted that this healing had begun and that 

I hoped that before my days as Commander-in-Chief were over it 

would be completed. Well, now as I reach the end of my service 

it appears to me that it has been, and what can I say but, 

"Welcome home." 

Now before I go, as have so many others, Nancy and I wanted 

to leave a note at the wall, and if I may read it to you before 

doing it. 

"Our young friends: Yes, young friends, for in our hearts 

you will always be young, full of the love that is youth, love of 

life, love of joy, love of country. You fought for your country 

and for its safety and for the freedom of others with strength 

and courage. We love you for it. We honor you. And we have 

faith that, as He does all his sacred children, the Lord will 

bless you and keep you, the Lord will make His face to shine upon 

you, and give you peace, now and forever more. 

Ronald and Nancy Reagan." 

Thank you all and God bless you. 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VETERANS DAY CEREMONY 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1988 

We are gathered today, just as we have gathered before, to 

remember those who served, those who fought, and those who gave 

their last full measure of devotion for our country. 

We are gathered at a monument on which the names of our 

fallen friends and loved ones are engraved, and with crosses 

instead of diamonds beside them, the names of those whose fate we 

do not yet know. One of those who fell wrote, shortly before his 

death, these words: "Take what they have left/and what they have 

taught you/with their dying/and keep it with your own./And ... 

take one moment to embrace/those gentle heroes/you left behind." 

Today, Veterans Day, as we do every year, we take that 

moment to embrace the gentle heroes of Vietnam and of all our 

wars. We remember those who were called upon to give all a 

person can give. And we remember those who were prepared to make 

that sacrifice, if it were demanded of them in the line of duty, 

though it never was. Most of all we remember the devotion and 

gallantry with which all of them ennobled their Nation as they 

became championsfa noble cause. )( 

I am not speaking provocatively here. Unlike the other wars 

of this century, of course, there were deep divisions about the 

wisdom and rightn~/ of the Vietnam War. 

honesty and fervof r, and what more can we 

Both sides spoke with 

ask in our democracy? 
>< 

And yet, after more thap a decade of desperate boat people, after y 
~»ho.cLt-~ 

the killing fields of KampHehiar after all that has happened in 

that unhappy part of the world, who can doubt that the cause for 
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which our men fought was just? It was, after all, however 

imperfectly pursued, the cause of freedom, and they showed 

uncommon courage in its service. Perhaps at this late date we 

can all agree that we have learned one lesson -- that young 

Americans must never again be sent to fight and die unless we are 

prepared to let them win. 

But beyond that, we remember today that all our gentle 

heroes of Vietnam have given us a lesson in something more -- a 

lesson in living love. Yes, for all of them, those who came back 

and those who did not, their love of their families lives. Their 

love of their buddies on the battlefields and friends back home 

lives. Their love of their country lives. 

This memorial has become a monument to that living love. 

The thousands who come to see the names testify to a love that 

endures. The messages and momentos they leave speak with a 

whispering voice that passes gently through the surrounding trees 

and out across the breast of our peaceful Nation. A childhood 

teddy bear; a photograph of the son or daughter -- born too late 

to know his or her father; a battle ribbon; a note: There are so 

many of these and all are testimony to our living love for them. 

And our Nation, itself, is testimony to the love our 

veterans have had for it and for us. Our liberties, our values, 

all for which America stands is safe today because brave men and 

women have been ready to face the fire at freedom's front. And 

we thank God for them. 

Yes, gentle heroes and living love and our memories of a 

time when we faced great divisions here at home: And yet if this 
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place recalls all this -- both sweet and sad -- it also reminds 

us of a great and profound truth about our Nation, that from all 

our divisions we have always eventually emerged strengthened. 

Perhaps we are finding that new strength today, and, if so, much 

of it comes from the forgiveness and healing love that our 

Vietnam Veterans have shown. 

For too long a time, they stood in a chill wind, as if on a 

winter night's watch. And in that night, their deeds spoke to 

us, but we knew them not. Their voices called to us, but we 

heard them not. Yet in this land that God has blessed, the dawn 

always at last follows the dark, and now morning has come. The 

night is over. We see these men and know them once again -- and 

know how much we owe them, how much they have given us, how much 

we can never fully repay. And not just as individuals but as a 

Nation, we say we love you. 

These days, we show our love in many ways -- some of it by 

the Government. We now fly of the POW-MIA Flag at this memorial 

on Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and POW-MIA Recognition Day. This 

is a small gesture, but a significant one. 

vigil for those who have not yet returned. 

America also keeps a 

We have negotiated 

with the Vietnamese to bring all the bodies of our Nation's sons 

home and for the first time to have joint teams investigate 

places that might shed light on the fate of those we list as 

missing. 

sites. 

In Laos we have also begun to survey and excavate 

And we have told Hanoi that it is up to them to prove 

that Americans are no longer living against their will in 
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Indochina. Otherwise we will assume some are, and we will do 

everything we can to find them. 

Here, at home, a new Department of Veterans Affairs and 

extended veterans benefits are merely outward and visible signs 

of an inward and invisible grace that has come to our land. 

Vietnam service is once more universally recognized as a badge of 

pride. 

Four years ago, I noted that this healing had begun and that 

I hoped that before my days as Commander-in-Chief were over it 

would be completed. Well, now as I reach the end of my service 

it appears to me that it has been, and what can I say but, 

"Welcome home." 

Now before I go, as have so many others, Nancy and I wanted 

to leave a note at the wall, and if I may read it to you before 

doing it. 

"Our young friends: Yes, young friends, for in our hearts 

you will always be young, full of the love that is youth, love of 

life, love of joy, love of country. You fought for your country 

and for its safety and for the freedom of others with strength 

and courage. We love you for it. We honor you. And we have 

faith that, as He does all his sacred children, the Lord will 

bless you and keep you, the Lord will make His face to shine upon 

you, and give you peace, now and forever more. 

Ronald and Nancy Reagan." 

Thank you all and God bless you. 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VETERANS DAY CEREMONY 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1988 

gathered before, to remember those who served, those who fought, 

and those who gave their last full measure of devotion for our 

country. 

We are gathered at a monument on which the names of our 

fallen friends and loved ones are engraved, and with crosses 

instead of diamonds beside them, the names of those whose fate we 

do not yet know. One of those who fell wrote, shortly before his 

death, these words: "Take what they have left/and what they have 

taught you/with their dying/and keep it with your own./And ... 

take one moment to embrace/those gentle heroes/you left behind." 

Today, Veterans Day, as we do every year, we take that 

moment to embrace the gentle heroes of Vietnam and of all our 

wars. We remember those who were called upon to give all a 

person can give. And we remember those who were prepared to make 

that sacrifice, if it were demanded of them in the line of duty, 

though it never was. Most of all we remember the devotion and 

gallantry with which all of them ennobled their Nation as they 

became champions a noble cause. 

I am not speaking provocatively here. Unlike the other wars 

of this century, of course, there were deep divisions about the 

wisdom and rightness of the Vietnam War. Both sides spoke with 

honesty and fervour, and what more can we ask in our democracy? 

And yet, after more than a decade of desperate boat people, after 

the killing fields of Kampuchia, after all that has happened in 



that unhappy part of the world, who can doubt that the cause for 

which our men fought was just? It was, after all, however 

imperfactly pursued, the cause of freedom and they showed 

uncommon courage in its service. Perhaps at this late dat~ we ~ 
...., . .,~ ~~ 

can all agree that we have learned one lesson -- that .wrmust 
~• ~.J ~ .ro l,·,..I u.J tJ..:iJ ~ 

never again -send cvr 'r'rlifie e~less we are y"""to let 

them win. 

But beyond that, we remember today that all our gentle 

heroes of Vietnam have given us a lesson in something more -- a 

lesson in living love. Yes, for all of them, those who came back 

and those who did not, their love of their families lives. Their 

love of their buddies on the battlefields and friends back home 

lives. Their love of their country lives. 

This memorial has become a monument to that living love. 

The thousands who come to see the names testify to a love that 

endures. The messages and momentos they leave speak with a 

whispering voice that passes gently through the surrounding trees 

and out across the breast of our peaceful Nation. A childhood 

Teddy Bear; a photograph of the son or daughter -- born too late 

to know his or her father; a battle ribbon; a note: there are so 

many of these and all are testimony to our living love for them. 

And our Nation, itself, is testimony to the love our 

veterans have had for it and for us. Our liberties, our values, 

all for which America stands is safe today because brave men and 

women have been ready to face the fire at freedom's front. And 

we thank God for them. 



Yes, gentle heroes and living love and our memories of a 

time when we faced great divisions here at home: and yet if this 

place recalls all this -- both sweet and sad -- it also reminds 

us of a great and profound truth about our Nation, that from all 

our divisions we have always eventually emerged strengthened. 

Perhaps we are finding that new strength today, and, if so, much 

of it comes from the forgiveness and healing love that our 

Vietnam Veterans have shown. 

For too long a time, they stood in a chill wind, as if on a 

winter night's watch. And in that night, their deeds spoke to 

us, but we knew them not. Their voices called to us, but we 

heard them not. Yet in this land that God has blessed, the dawn 

always at last follows the dark, and now morning has come. The 

night is over. We see these men and know them once again -- and 

know how much we owe them, how much they have given us, how much 

we can never fully repay. And not just as individuals but as a 

Nation, we say we love you. 

These days, we show our love in many ways -- some of it by 

the Government. We now fly of the POW-MIA Flag at this memorial 

on Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and POW-MIA Recognition Day. This 

is a small gesture, but a significant one. 

vigil for those who have not yet returned. 

America also keeps a 

We have negotiated 

with the Vietnamese to bring all the bodies of our Nation's sons 

home and for the first time to have joint teams investigate 

places that might shed light on the fate of those we list as 

missing. In Laos we have also begun to survey and excavate site. 

And we have told Hanoi that it is up to them to prove that 



Americans are no longer living against their will in Indochina. 

Otherwise we will assume some are, and we will do everything we 

can to find them. 

Here at home a new Department of Veterans Affairs and 

extended veterans benefits are merely outward and visible signs 

of an inward and invisible grace that has come to our land. 

Vietnam service is once more universally recognized as a badge of 

pride. 

Four years ago I noted that this healing had begun and that 

I hoped that before my days as Commander in Chief were over it 

would be completed. Well, now as I reach the end of my service 

it appears to me that it has been, and what can I say but, 

"Welcome home." 

Now before I go, as have so many others, Nancy and I wanted 

to leave a note at the wall, and if I may read it to you before 

doing it. 

"Our young friends: Yes, young friends, for in our hearts 

you will always be young, full of the love that is youth, love of 

life, love of joy, love of country. You fought for your country 

and for its safety and for the freedom of others with strength 

and courage. We love you for it. We honor you. And we have 

faith that, as He does all his sacred children, the Lord will 

bless you and keep you, the Lord will make His face to shine upon 

you, and give you peace, now and forever more. 

Ronald and Nancy Reagan." 

Thank you all and God bless you. 




