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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

THE DUPONT COMPANY 

Wilmington, Deleware 

September 9, 1982 

NOTE: Steve Jacobs used to work for Dupont and will be your 
guide. 

8:25 am - Car leaves the ramp for Union Station 

** You will need to purchase the tickets at the Station 

9:00 am - Metroliner departs Washington enroute Wilmington 

10:20 am - Arrive Wilmington 

Steve will direct you to the offices. 

CONTACT: 

Dick Hamilton - 302/773-3239 

I suggest you get an open return, however, there is a 3 : 00 
metroliner which would get you back in D.C. at 4:45. 

CALL THE OFFICE WHEN YOU KNOW WHEN YOU WILL BE ARRIVING IN D.C. 
AND I WILL ARRANGE FOR A CAR TO MEET YOU. 
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The Journal, January 1, 1985 - Page 9 

( FEATURES) 

DuPont say:s message is flawed and dangerous 

'Disease concept' a drug debate smoke screen 
WASHING TON - Robert DuPont has no 
doubt; applying the "disease concept" to 
every aspect of the substance abuse prob­
lem is wrong and a dangerous game 
played, unfortunately, by some well-mean­
ing people in the treatment field . 

And there are those he does not consider 
so well-meaning - they are trying to use 
the issue as a smoke screen lo get some il­
legal drug legalized. 

Nor does Dr DuPont have much time for 
those who advocate "responsible use" of 
drugs , especially as ii can be a lure to 
young people to experiment. 

Dr DuPont, president of the American 
Council for Drug Education , former direc­
tor of the United States National Institute 
on Drug Abuse (NIDA) , practising ps)•chi­
atrisl, and ort-quoled expert for the press, 
is certainly seen as expressing the views of 
those who can influence policies. 

He is no stranger to controversy - in 
1977 , while still director of the NIDA , he 
stirred the wrath of some scientists by sug­
gesting that their fight to decriminalize 
possession of small amounts of marijuana 
was giving the false message that the drug 
was innocuous (The Journal , Aug. 19771. A 
supporter of (he parents' movement from 
the beginning, he has insisted the organi­
zations must tackle the problems of ado­
lescent drinking with vigor equal to that 
used to tackle teenage marijuana use. 

Dr DuPont has put some of his ideas in 
his just-published book, Gateway Drugs. 
In a recent con-
versation here 
with The Joun­
ral's contributing 
editor Harvey Mc­
Connell, Dr Du­
Pont tackled the 
questions of "dis­
ease concept" and 
of "responsible 
use," and why he 
thinks the ideas 

-~ 

are misleading. McConnell 
Dr DuPont believes "the disease concept 

is a very powerful, and really a very help­
ful idea in the context of the treatment of 
alcoholism. What it says to the alcoholic 
is : 'You have an incurable, progressive, 
and potentially fatal disease, and the only 
way you are going to be able to survive is 
to not drink.' 

" That is a powerful and good message. 
"But where the disease concept is not 

only flawed, but dangerous, is when we 
talk about it in the context of social policy 
on the one hand and prevention on the oth-
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er. This makes the as­
sumption there arc two 
kinds of drug users: one 
is sick and one is well; 
one is diseased and the 
other is healthy. 

" This can ser ve as a 
beacon attracting in peo­
ple who are going to be­
come addicted. Thus. you 
say there is a disease con­
cept, or addictionoiogic 
concept ; there are some 
people who can handle it 
and some who cannot. 

"But there is no way a 
16-year -old is to know 
whether or not he can 
handle it. except to try it. 
Nobody can tell him." 

Dr DuPont says he has 
heard tl1e disease concept 
and the language or ad­
dictionology applied by 
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All in all. he believes 
that trying to apply the 
disease concept to the 
prevention field and so­
cial policy " is such an aw­
ful argument, it won't go 
anywhere." 

Another bete 11o ir of Dr 
DuPont's is the " respon­
sible use' ' concept. " Lots 
of terms are used to de­
scribe it : harmless drug 
use, controlled drug use. 
recreational drug use, 
moderate drng use, occa­
sional drug use. adult 
drug use. Whal it means 
is the use or pleasure-pro­
ducing chemicals. 'Re­
sponsible use· is a rhetori ­
cal blanket which gets 
tossed over a lot of very 
messy stuff that a lot of 
people don't want to look 

some_ people to the use of DuPont: bandwagon 
• manJuana. They reason. 
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Drug users arc ·again 
divided under this guise into the sick and 
the well : the sick probably need some edu­
ca tion and treatment. whi le the well drug 
users are doing fine and one should respect 
their personal decision on how they run 
their li ves. 

he says. that " some people are 'pot heads· 
and have problems. bul one does not rea lly 
want lo deal with them because they are 
sick . On lhe other hand. there are lots of 
other people us ing marijuana. it is an irmo­
cenl, recreational ac ti v it v. ;rnd lherc is no 
reason i<>r anyone else :._ ,•specia ll y the 
law or hea lth o!Ticials - lo be concerned ... 

When it comes to trcalmenl. Dr DuPont 
continues. "and I am asked if I believe in 
the disease concept. I say 'yes .• I think 
many people using the disease concept. or 
addictionologic concept, have a sincere in­
terest and concern for drug-dependent 
and alcohol-dependent people. I have no 
quarrel with that. 

" But when these people step out of the 
trea tment fi eld and go it1t.o the socia l poli­
cy and prevention fields, I have big prob­
lems with them , and I think they are dan­
gerous. 

" In addition, I think a lot of other people 
have jumped on this particular bandwagon 
as a kind of sta lking horse for the legaliza­
tion of drugs. They are the same group 
who are for the medical use of illicit drugs ; 
the same group who want decriminaliza­
tion of some drug use. 

"Basically, they have been frustrated in 
their primary objective - legalization -
and what they are now looking around for 
is an alternative which will give them at 
least half a loaf. " 

" The trouble is that. everybody starts out 
to become a social drug user . Nobody 
starts out to become an addict. So, by hold­
ing out the image of a target where you can 
have a free lunch with chemical highs, 
wh ich is what the ' responsible use' thing 
says, this gives incentive and encourage­
ment to entering the drug dependency syn­
drome that leads into-addict ion. 

" Thus 'responsible use' is like a pump, 
pumping people into dependence ." 

As to why people use drugs, Dr DuPont 
believes the answer is simple: " People use 
drugs because they like the feel ings that 
drugs,produce. That's all. 

" You can use if you are rich or poor, old 
or young, hot or cold, happy or sad. But it 
all comes down to a simple fact : drugs 
work. They take over the pleasure centre 
of the body and produce feelings that the 
users like. It i sn't any more complicated. 
You don't have to look at any other under­
ly ing causes." 

The siren song of " responsible use" 
leads many teenagers into using drugs and 
thinking they know what they are doing. 
" The reality· is that the pool of people 
called responsible drug users are only one 
step away from the rest with problems. 
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They are not a separate population , and 
that is what people who talk about respon­
sible use don ·1 want to know ." 

In his book, Gateway Drugs, he concen­
trated on alcohol, marijuana, and cocaine. 
" I see them as the gateways into the drug 
dependence syndrome for two reasons: be­
cause people misperceive them to be 
harmless, and because people misperceive 
them to be easily controlled." 

Alcohol is the gateway to the use of in­
toxicating chemicals. marijuana the gate­
way lo the use of other illegal drugs, and 
cocaine the gateway into intensified drug 
use. They are progressive - alcohol to 
marijuana to cocaine - and through all 
three, "a whole smorgasbord of drugs" is 
spread out. he says. 

The past two decades have seen the use 
of alcohol by teenagers change dramati­
cally. Some use by some teenagers was al­
ways present, but now alcohol is almost 
universally used. Yet, he thinks, the tide 
can be pushed back. 

" We might be going back to the days 
when drinking by teenagers was the excep­
tion rather than the rule . and when drink­
ing does occur . it is quite moderate. which 
does not happen now ... 

And it is high school students who con­
vince Dr DuPont that he could be right. " I 
speak to a lot of high school groups and I'm 
getting a very sympathetic hearing. They 
li sten. It is really interesting - thr.ir 
changed attitudes. 

" They are much more recepti ve to what 
used lo be thought of as a hard-line about 
drugs and alcohol. One reason they are 
doing this is because they have seen what 
has happened lo the previous generation, 
what I call the drug-dependent generation, 
those caught up in drugs in the late 1960s 
and early and mid 1970s. 

" The kids look at them as an abberation. 
as pathetic .' ' 

Many in thi s generation . he says. have 
been devastated by alcohol and other 
drugs and have not been able to take their 
places in soc iety. Quite a number are still 
dependent on their families , are unable to 
set themselves into a career , unable to es­
tablish themselves in marriage. 

Dr DuPont : " Many of the young people 
today are sobered by what they see around 
them. It is interesting. Many of the ex­
perts who have what I consider pro-drug 
values really think about kids as the way 
kids were 10 years ago. They are very 
shocked al the way kids are today, and the 
very different altitudes they have." 

. • -~-~ ' •! 

J 1'?_,'.: 1, 

J', i 
1,x,i-:1 J)v cut~ 



January 9, 1985 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA S HIN G TON 

Dear Kathleen: 

Thank you so very much for the photo of me 
and Dr. Benny Prim. It certainly reminded 
me of the press conference for the launch 
of Trexon. 

Enclosed is a xeroxed copy of a letter I 
received from a lady in Miami Beach, 
Florida. I thought you would find it of 
interest. 

THank you for all of the work Dupont is 
doing to reduce drug abuse. We too, look 
forward to seeing the activity books. Best 
regards, 

Sincerely, 

Carlton E. Turne r, Ph.D . 
Spe ci a l Assis t an t to the Pre s ide nt 

fo~ Drug Abu s e Poli c y 

Kathleen D. MacClean 
M.C. Specialist, Dupont Company 
Marketing Communications Department 
Wilmington, Delaware 19898 



E. I. DU PONT DE NEMOURS & Co. (INC.) 
MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT 

WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 19898 

Carlton E. Turner, Ph.D. 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Drug Abuse Policy 
Drug Abuse Pol icy Office 
The White House 
Washington, D~C. 

Dear Dr. Turner: 

December 14, 1984 

It was so nice to have met you in New York recently and, 
again, I would like to t~~nk you for participating in the press conference 
for the launch of~- It meant a great deal to all of us. 

I came across the enclosed photo of you and Beny Pri mm 
and thought you might enjoy a copy. I'm sending one to Beny as well. 

Have a lovely holiday season. I look forward to our work 
on the drug i'J.buse 11 activities book 11 with you and Steve Jacobs. 

B•7:on)Z:~ 
~ Maclean 
Marketing Communications Specialist 

KDM/bg 
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ATTACHMENT A 

September 15, 1982 

I met with the following individuals of the DU PONT Company 
during my visit there, September 10, 1982. 

John F. McAllister 
Director, Environment and Energy Division 
Public Affairs Department 

Paul H. Wyche, Jr. 
Consultant 
Public Affairs Department 

Hazen "Rich" L. Richardson 
General Manager 
Biochemical Department 

Richard "Dick" Hamilton 
Public Affairs Representative 

Dr. Bruce W. Karrh, M.D. 
Director, Medical Division 
Employee Relations Department 

Van H. Leichliter 
Vice President and Genral Counsel 
Endo Laboratory, Inc. 

ADDRESS: 

DU PONT COMPANY 
Wilmington, DE 19898 
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E. I. DU PONT DE NEMOURS & COMPANY 
INCORPORAT ED 20 SEP 1982 

WILMINGTON , DELAWARE 19898 

PUBLICAFFAIRSDEPARTMENT September 14, 1982 

Dr. Carlton E. Turner 
Director, Drug Abuse Policy Office 
Office of Policy Development 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Dr. Turner: 

I want to thank you and Steve for taking the time 
to visit Du Pont. We were all very impressed with your 
program. 

We look forward to working with you in the future. 
After we have had some time to look at what Steve puts 
together for us in the way of a physician/ pharmacist patient 
education program, I'll let you know to what e x tent we will 
be involved. You will be hearing from Van Leichliter regarding 
the DEA meeting you offered to arrange. 

Thanks again for your time. 

( Z~ ~ 
Richard B. Hamilton 

RBH:drc 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN G TON 

August 30, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROGER_JOR~ 

FROM: CARLT'mri'URNER 

SUBJECT: Travel Request - The Dupont Company 

Through the efforts of Steve Jacobs, Customs, we have created an 
enthusiastic interest on the part of the Dupont Company in 
joining the battle against drug abuse. 

An integral part of our overall drug program is in education and 
prevention efforts. The success or failure is partially 
contingent upon participation by the private sector. The Dupont 
Company is very interested in helping the cause and would like to 
contribute in a significant way, however, they have asked for 
direction. 

I have tentatively scheduled a meeting in their corporate offices 
(Wilmington, Deleware) for Friday, September 10 with their 
designated executives. This meeting would be for the purpose of 
discussing specific ways in which the company could get involved, 
in a big way, keeping in mind the image of the company itself, 
the image they want to project and the goals they have set for 
this endeavor. 

I recommend approval of this travel. The cost would be 
approximately $88, including travel, taxis and meals. Attached 
is~ travel authorization to cover these anticipated expenses. 
If you have any questions please let me know. 
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