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An employee at Keebler's Van Nuys plant puts plgtes ona
conveyor belt that moves through oven for production of pie

Ernie features elf-baked cookies

—

Daily News photos by Gail Gross and Lori Valesko

crusts. William Daniels, inset photo, senior vice president of
Keebler, chats with Ernie, the elf, Keebler’'s cheery mascot.

Keebler opens plant in Van Nuys

By GAIL GROSS
Daily News Staff Writer

Ernie, the elf, a cockie and
cracker baker long known in all
but the West Coast states, has
set up ovens in Van Nuys.

Keebler Co. of Elmhurst, I11.,
represented by the cheerful elf,
recently became national with
the addition of the Northwest
and, lastly, California.

Even without the 10 percent
of the nation’s population here,
Keebler already is the second

largest cookie and cracker
maker in the country with 1982
sales of about $650 million. That
translates into more than 1.5 bil-
lion goodies, said William Dan-

iels, senior vice president.

Keebler now is making some
snacks at the Van Nuys plant,
formerly a Safeway bakery,
while making $20 million in im-
provements. The renovated fac-
tory should be fully operational
in about a year, turning out bag
and sandwich cookies in addi-
tion to the crackers and pie

crusts now coming off the line,
Daniels said.

Officials maintain the compa-
ny has earned its leadership po-
sition through use of modern fa-
cilities, regular introduction of
new products and the sale of
quality cookies and crackers.
And, despite the current heavy
advertising campaign in South-
ern California, gains have been
achieved with a smaller market-,
ing budget than competitors
such as Nabisco, Daniels added.

Keebler also is promoting it~
self — and the fight against
drug abuse — through a youth
educational campaign led by Er-
nie the elf at local schools and
malls. The firm joined with
Warner Communications’ DC
Comics and the White House
Drug Abuse Policy Office to
produce a program featuring a
Teen Titans comic book and
musical. ; '

“This is stiﬂ referred to at the
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" White House as the ‘Keebler
project,”” said Patrick McKel-
. vey, public affairs cocrdinator
-for the office, who was at a
- Sherman Oaks Galleria presen-

- tation to deliver a message from .

first lady Nancy Reagan.
“Somebody has to step forward,
and they did.”

Keebler paid for 2 million of
the comic books, as' well as in-
structional materials aimed at

~fourth graders, after being ap-
-~ proached by the White House to
.participate in a “partnership”
involving schools, government
. and private enterprise, said
~ company spokesman David F.
- Mishue, - : g
- Besides investing in youth,
“Keebler during the past five
years has spent more than $120
million in capital improvements
for its goodies production and

v
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distribution system, Daniels

said. The firm has three fully

automated
warehouses.

high-rise

And, despite the image of Er-
nie with his bakery inside a hol-
low tree, Keebler operates sev-
en plants using modern ovens
designed to increase efficiency
and quality, Daniels added. The
firm has about 7,500 employees
nationwide and expects to in-
crease the work force in Van
Nuys to 125 next year. .

Officials said 80 percent of
grocery stores in the Los Ange-
les and San Diego areas stock
Keebler products. But the cook-
ies and snacks so far can be
found in 60 percent of local mar-
kets when taken as a percent-
age of total volume.

That is because Keebler does
not occupy shelf space in such

phasized by Keebler

food retailers as Vons, Ralphs,
Lucky or Albertsons, Daniels
said. Thus the firm is trying to
sell itself to both grocers and
the public.

The company dates back to
1853, when Godfrey Keebler
opened his first bakery in Phila-
delphia. He combined with
other bakeries in 1929 to form
the United Biscuit Co. The Brit-
ish firm of United Biscuits
(Holdings) Ltd., the world’s sec-
ond largest cookie and cracker
maker with annual sales of
roughly $2 billion, acquired
Keebler nine years ago. -

Plans for California are sim-
ple: “We'’re going to have ev-
erybody fall in love with Ernie
and recognize we are a good

‘corporate citizen,” Daniels said.

“We make the finest quality
product and are committed to
the marke_e o
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Please find enclosed a copy of the story w
appeared in The Daily News. Glad I was able :
to help. I will keep you abreast on whats going |

on in San Diego and San F

cisco.
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