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Februa ry 15, 19 8 4 

Dept. of Health & Huma n Servic es 
Humphrey Bl dg . 
200 Inde penden c e Ave . SW 
Washing t ;n , D.C. 20009 

The Honorable Marga ret Heckler: 

Henderson Community 
Families In Action 

Chapter of DeKalb 
Families In Action 

We support Dr. I a n MacDo n a ld as direc t o r of the Alcohol, Drug 
Abuse and Mental Health Administra tion and urge tha t he be ap­
point ed to this position as soon as possible. We f ee l tha t 
his experi enc e as a practicing pedi a tricia n will be a va luable 
asset to this position. 

Respettfully,~ 
1 

~ CL'--~ -~ ~==----­
Laura Prior 
Secretary 

cc: Dr. Ca rleton Turne r 



HEND.ti:RSON COMMUNITY FAMILIES I N ACT I ON 
P. O. Box 450112 
Atl2nta , Geo rgia 30345 

•" 

.... 

Dr. Carl e ton turner 
The Whit e House 
Washingt on , D.c. 20500 

--



• 
. Tennant, Jr . , M .D., 

unity Health Projects. 
½ South Glendora Avt! 
t Covina, California 91 

(213) 919- 1879 

February 13, 1984 

The Honorable Edward Brandt 
Assistant Secretary for Health and 

Human Services 
200 Independence Avenue, Room 716G 
Washington, D.C. 20201 

Re: Recommendation of Donald I. Macdonald for Head of ADAMHA 

Dear Dr. Brandt: 

You may recall that we met a number of tiwes a few years ago when 
I was completing my training. I am now writing to you to recommend 
that Dr. Macdonald be appointed as head of ADAMHA. 

You may be aware that I was asked to consider this position several 
weeks ago. My duties in administering California's largest drug 
abuse and mental health program; professorial duties at UCLA; drug 
abuse consultant to the Los Angele s Dodge rs; and my own elected office 
(Councilman, City of West Covina) d o not allow me to currently a ccGpt 
a full-time position in Washington. I do believe , howeve r , t hat 
Dr. Macdonald would be an excellent choice for t h is position. As I 
see it, the head of ADAMHA must relate to a wide variety of constit­
uencies, and I believe Dr. Macdonald has the experience, backing, and 
temperament to deal effectively with these groups. I am aware that 
there some special interest groups that oppo s e his appointment, 
which is inevitable in any position of this lev el. I do not believe 
you should capitulate to these interests because the job is simply 
too broad to be swayed by any one group. 

Although I am not in a position to take a full-time appointment in 
Washington, I was recently asked to consider being on t h e Drug 
Advisory Committee to the Food and Drug Administration. If you feel 
that I could assist in this or some other part-·time capacity, I 
would be honored to do so. Please give my short remark s every 
consideration when you must make your decision. 

Best regards, 

~~ c/~;;;;) 
Forest,S. Tennant, Jr., M.D., Dr.P.H. 

FST:j 
cc: Congressman David Dreier 



• 
Tennant, Jr ., M.D. , D 
unity Health Projects , 

/ , South Gle ndora Aven 
t Covina , Cal iforn ia 917 

(213) 91 9-1879 

February 13, 1984 

The Honorable Margaret Heckler 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20201 

Re: Recommendation of Donald I. Macdonald, M.D. For Head of 
ADAMHA 

Dear Secretary Heckler: 

I am writing to recoITu~end that Dr. Donald Macdonald be appointed 
as head of ADAMHA. I believe that I am in a position to recommend 
him since I was asked to consider this position several weeks ago. 
Unfortunately, my duties in directing California's largest drug 
abuse and mental health program, professorial duties at UCLA, drug 
abuse consultant to the Los Angeles Dodgers, and participating in 
my own elected office (Councilman, City of West Cov ina), kept me 
from considering mov ing to Washington at this t i me. I do believe, 
however, that Dr. Macdonald wou ld b e an excellent c ho i ce fo~ this 
position. Ee has a wide range of interests and would be accepted 
very well by most of the constituent g roups that he would deal with. 

I am aware that there are some special interest groups that do not 
find Dr. Macdonald to their liking . Thjs is to be e xpected, but 
the ADAM.HA position is one that needs to a ppeal to a wide range of 
thinking, and it should be a political a ppointment in every sense 
of the word. To this end, I do not believe t h at special interest 
groups should be allowed to influence the decision on this appoint­
ment. 

Although I am not in a position to consider any full-time appointment, 
I have also recently been asked to consider an appointment to the 
Food and Drug Adv i so r y Committee . · In the event that I can assist 
you in this capacity , or some other, on a part-time basis, I would 
be honored to do so. Please give my short comments here every 
consideration. 

Best regards, 

~ ~:( c)~ ? -;;;) 
Forest S. Tennant, Jr., M.D., Dr.P.H. 

FST:j 
cc: Congressman David Dreier 



WASHINGTON REPORT ON 

c: Medicine & Health. 
Jerome F. Brazda, Editor Q FF; b 13 
~ ~ ~ j:'([ _ ~ ~e ruary , 1984 - Vol. 38, No . 7 

~ECKLER FIGHTS LOSING BATTLE ON ADAMHA CHIEF 
In a last-ditch effort to derail the expected nomination of Florida pedi­
atrician Donald MacDonald, MD, (M&H 1-9-84) as the new head of the Al­
cohol, Drug Abuse, and Me n tal Health Administration (ADAM HA), HHS Sec ­
retary Margaret Heckler has sent the White House a four-page memorandum 
that is highly critical of his medical, administrative, and drug abuse 
treatme n t experience. HH S ' check of MacDonald's past, Heckler said, 
"has brought forth certain controversial and potentially embarrassing 
issues." The memo, a copy of which was obtained by MEDICINE & HEALTH, 
points out MacDonald's prev ious service as medical res e arch director of 
Straight Inc., a highly controversial drug abuse program based in St. 
Petersburg FL. Straight Inc.•s drug abuse techniques are "at the best, 
at the fringe of clinically acceptable approaches to drug treatment," 
the memo continues. It cites several lawsuits pending against the or­
ganization in Virginia and Florida. The memo says MacDonald "has no 
government or management experience and has never had to deal with large 
complex organizations, let alone Congress." 

HECKLER TRIES AGAIN ON UNDER SECRETARY 
HHS Secretary Margaret Heckler has selected another candidate for the 
long-vacant post of under secretary and sent his name to the White House 
where the would-be nominee is tied up in more of the marathon haggling 
that has been going on between the Secretary and White House advisers. 
The latest candidate is Charles Baker, a Boston consultant and friend of 
the Secretary. Baker is chief executive officer of Harbridge House. 

HOSPiCE LAW BACKER iNCOR?ORATES 
Leading forces behind the hospice reimbursement law that sailed through 
Congress in 1982 have started a for-profit hospice corporation, Hospice 
Care, Inc. One of them, Don Gaetz, former president of the National 
Hospice Organization and now the vice president of the new corporation, 
says formation of the company "may not have been as necessary" if HCFA 
had not gone with a prospective payment system and bent under pressure 
to lower what hospices say is one of the key daily rates. The new ven­
ture has rocked the hospice movement but Gaetz says the only way hos­
pices can survive is by turning to the private sector. 

CBO REPORT ON MEDICARE FUND ISSUED(p.2) WAXMAN WANTS TO SLOW DRGs(p.3) 

STATE MEDICAID LOAD MAY BE EASED(p.2) HATCH PUTS IN HEALTH RENEWALS(p.3) 

PERSPECTIVES -- ACCESS TO CAPITAL: THE BOND ISSUE (Insert) 

Your News and Service Bureau in the Nation's Capital 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA-HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY 

Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs 
111 Capitol Mall 

Sacramento, California 95814 

TTY (916) 445-1942 

(916) 445-1940 

CARLTON E. TURNER, Ph.D. 
Special Assistant to the President 

on Drug Abuse Policy 
The White House, Room 220 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Dr. Turner: 

GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN, Governor 

February 7, 1984 

I want you to know how personally delighted I am with iour nC?!lli,nation of 
Doctor Ian Macdonald to be the administrator of the Alcohol, Drug Abuse and 
Mental Health Administration. My knowledge of Doctor Macdonald indicates that 
he is a sound choice for this most important position. I believe his 
appointment will bring a fresh perspective to the overall goals and missions of 
ADAMHA. 

I so much wanted to stop by your office and say hello during my recent visit to 
the White House. Unfortunately, I ran out of time. Hopefully we can get 
together on my next trip to Washington. 

If I can ever be of assistance to you, please do not hesitate to call on me. 

Sincerely, 

CHAUNCEY L. VEATCH III 
Director 



PEGGY MANN 
46 WEST 94TH STREET 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10025 

(2 12) 222-9829 

~he Honorable Margaret Heckler 
Secretary of Health & Human Services 
200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20201 

Dear Madam Secretary: 

February 29, 1984 

I understand that you are considering Dr . Donald Ian 
Mac~onald for the position of administrator, ADAI~HA. 

, 
To introduce myself in a sentence--which gave me 

"credentials" of a sort for writing this letter--I have 
been called by Dr. Robert DuPont and others "our nation's 
foremost drug abuse prevention author." (I have, for 
example, written six articles for the Reader's Digest, four 
of them on the health hazards of marijuana, one on parents 
vs. po~ and an article in the February 1984 issue of 
the Digest on "Drugs in the Workplace." I have also 
written articles on the health hazards of marijuana, kids 
and drugs, and the hazards of driving under the influence 
of marijuana and alcohol for such publications as Woman's 
~ay, Ladies Home Jru rnal, Family Weekly, King Features, 
·;. ashington Po st "Outlook" • Section, etc. · I have also just completed 
a boo le of over 900 ms. pages for I'/icGraw Hill.1 titled M.ari juana Alert. ) 

For virtually all these articles I have turned to 
Dr. rJia~onald as an important interview source. His up­
to-date knowledge about drug and alcohol abuse is far­
reaching and far more accurate than I have found to be 
the case with many other experts I have interviewed. 

I understand that there are some psychiatrists and 
perhaps othe5s in the substance abuse field who ~oint out 
that Dr. Ma~onald has few published papers to his credit. 
I would like to say that m~~o/ people I have come into 
contact with since I started specializing in writing about 
substance abuse in 1978, .who have reams of published papers 
to their credit, seem to lack full understanding of the 
enormity of our national problem in this respect, and have 
done next to nothing about it. Dr. Macaonald, on the other 
hand, has taken a leadership role which, in the area of 
pediatric medicine and in other areas, has, I believe, had 
an important effect nationwide. Mac~onald, for example, 
was one of the very few pediatricians to recognize early 
the devastating effects that marijuana was having on our 
young people and who spoke out about this in no uncertain 
terms. 

-more-



-2-

As the daughter of a psychologist, I have great admiration 
for members of this profession. It Vv'a.S, in fact, my mother, 
who works with high school students in the South Bronx who 
alerted me to the dangers of marijuana use, especially among 
youth, as early as 1977, She was certainly unusual in this 
regard. As you know, there are countless members of this 
profession who are still talking about teaching our children 
the '' responsible use of drugs." Since drug use among our 
youth is one of our nation's pD~blems, it would seem to me 
~inently fitting to have a noted pediatrician as an 
administrator of ADAMHA. 

I also noted in the Washington Post that there was 
criticism of Mactli.onald because of his relationship to 
STRAIGHT. This criticism came, .• as I under stand it, 
shortly after the remarkably biased portrayal of STRAIGHT 
on "60 Minutes." I would like to point out that "60 iVlinutes" 
has done virtual ly nothing to alert the public about the 
hazards of marijuana. On the other hand, they have done 
segments such as one on 'home-grown pot in which they referred 
to the American sinsemilla as "good '.'--without noting that 
it's consid ered good by pot smokers because of the high 
THC content; hi gh enough to turncsDme new users psychotic. 
I t hink it would be disastrous if the bias which is evident 
in "60 l'Jlinute~{" handling of the drug problem, influenced in 
any way the choice of our next administrator of ADAMHA. 

I would like to close by saying that what this nation 
needs in the way of an a dministrator is e0meone with experience, 
someone with courage, someone with proven abilities to get 
things done; someone exactly like Dr. Macdonald. In my 
view, because of his broad clinical experience in drug 
and alcohol abuse, h e is far more qualified for this position 
than someone who merely writes papers about drugs, alcohol 
and men tal health. 

Sincerely, 

cc/ Senator Orrin Hatch 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 15, 1984 

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Moulton: 

Thank you for y our recommendation of Dr. Donald Ian 
Macdonald for the positon of Administrator of the Alcohol, 
Drug Abuse and Mental Health Administration. 

Your comments have been placed into the applicant's 
permanent personnel file, and they will be conside red when 
we are seeking individuals to fill current and f uture 
vacancies. 

We appreciate your involvement in the appointments proceis 
and encourage you to continu e recommending qualified persons 
to serve in the Reagan Administration. 

Mr. & Mrs. Otto Moulton 
National Federation of Parents 
for Drug-Free Youth 
1820 Franwall Ave. 
Suite 16 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20902 

Sincerely, 
\ I 

(· • i ' 

• ; ~·> .t)JA:J\l ~ -~\· .. } }}f'\ 
_.I' • \ • - .. 

(Ms.} Ma~yann Urban 
Assodiat~ Director 
Presidenttal Personnel 

\ J 



Off"K:e of the Mayor 
24 Lowell Street 

C!tity nf Jeabnhy,, !lassarq~ett~ 

l}tttr ~ origian 
Jflapor 

February 28, 1984 

City Hall 01960 
(617) 532-3000 

The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Senator Kennedy: 

I would like to acquaint you with an individual who I understand 
is under consideration by the White House for the post of Administrator 
of the Alcohol, Drug Abuse and Mental Health Administration. (ADAMHA) 

Dr. Donald I. MacDonald has a record of experience on issues which 
are of concern to us locally, and indeed nation-wide. Of partic'ular 
interest to us is his demonstrated commitment to research and education 
on the effects of drug abuse on children and their families. In this 
work, he has given priority to strengthening drug education programs in 
our schools. His professional and medical background offers a strong 
foundation to the programs he has supported in the past, and to the 
proposals he is putting forward for the future. 

An individual with his concerns in such a position would give us 
here in Peabody hope that the programs we have initiated as a result of 
our Drug Task Force in the schools will receive assistance and encourage­
ment from the Federal level of government. If the issues are highlighted 
in the national forum, it can only help to strengthen our ongoing program 
here. 

I would ask that should Dr. MacDonald's name be placed before the 
Senate Committee on Labor and Human Resources, you would give his nomin­
ation your most careful consideration. 

Thank you in advance for your support on this issue. 

PT:mlw 

Si/)ly, /J 

-d/4 //· -
Peter Torigi~ 
Mayor, City of pfuoay 



ORRIN G. HATCH 
UTAH 

RECEIVED FEB 1 4 Q34 

135 RUSSEU. SEll,.TE OFFICE BUILDING 

TELEPHONE: (202) 224-6251 

H"TCH HOT LINE 1-8~62-<1300 
(UT"H TOU. FIIEE) 

tinittd ~tatts ~matt 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

• 

Mr. and Mrs. Otto Moulton 
National Federation of Parents 

for Drug-Free Youth 
1820 Franwall Avenue 
Suite 16 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20902 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Moulton: 

February 8, 1984 

COMMITTEES: 

LABOR AND HUMAN 
RESOURCES 

JUDICIARY 

SMALL BUSINESS 

BUDGET 

AGRICULTURE 

OFFICE OF TECHNOLOGY 
ASSESSMENT 

Thank you for your letter in support of the appointment of 
Dr. Donald Ian MacDonald as the Administrator of the Alcohol, 
Drug Abuse, and Mental Health Administration. I am pleased to 
make the White House fully aware of the broad support that now 
exists. 

I am grateful for your interest and your efforts. 

Sincerely, 

Orrin G. Hatch 
United States Senator 

OGH:fo 

For any response cite file number H-001.20 FM.35 



American 
Psychiatric 
Association ,, 

1400 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202) 682-6000 

Board ofTrustees., 1984-1985 
John A. Talbott, M.D. 
Presu:ient 

Czrol C. Nadelson, M.D. 
• • f>residenc -Eiect 

Elissa P. Benedek. M.D. 
V~Presu:imt 

lN·in N. Perr, M.D. 
V,c~Presidmt 
Shervcrt H. Frazier, M.D. 

• Ser:recary 

George H. Pollock, M.D. 
Treasurer 

Daniel X. Freedman, M.D. 
H. Keith H. Brodie., M.D. 
George T arjan, M.D. 
Past-Presidents 

U""r'Cnce Hartmann, M.D. 
Robert J. Campbell, Ill, M.D. 
John J. McGrath, M.D. 
Leigh M. Roberts. M.D. 
Pete C. Palasota, M.D. 
Paul F. Slawson, M.D. 
Hugo Van Doorcn, M.D. 
Boris M. Awachan. M.D. 
Naomi Goldstein. M.D. 
Lindbergh S. Saia.; MD. 

~bly, 1984-19&5 
F~ Gonlicb, M.D. 
S{x.aku 

James M. Trench, M.D. 
• ~ker-EJect 

Aron Wolf. M.D. 
R ,;rorder _ · 

John C. t-cmiah. M.D.,Edi1or 
Am"ic:.an Jo11rnal of Psychiacry 

John A. Talbott, M.D., £di1or 
Haspical & CommllTlity Psychiacry 

Robert J. Carnpb:U lll . M.D .. Edicor 
Psychiatric News 

Melvin Sabshin, M.D. 
Medial/ Direccor- • 

John Blarnphin 
Director. Public Affairs 

Ja y B. Cutlcr;J.D. 
Special Counsel and Direccor, 
Goi~mmenr Rtimions 

Donald W. Hamtn=lcy, M.D. 
lxpury Me.dic:.al Director 

Ronald E. McMilkn 
Diteclor. Pub!iwioru and Mar/wing 

Carolyn B. Robino.,i u.. M.D. 
lxpu1y Medic:.al Diteccor 

Steven S. Sharl stein, M.D. 
lxputy Medial/ Dinc1or 

Jeanne Spurlock, M.D. 
lxputy Medic:.al Director 

J.ad. W. Whi1c, D.B.A. 
Depu1y Director, 
B.4in= Admini$lration _ 

January 24, 1985 

Senator Orrin Hatch 
135 Russell Senate Office Building 
United Siat~~ ·senate 
Washington, D.t. 20510 

Dear Senator Hatch: 

• 
' 

The-American Psychiatric Association, a medical specialty 
socieiy representing over 30,000 physicians nationwide, is 
pleased to endorse the nomination of Donald Ian Macdonald, M.D. 
for the position of Administrator of the Alcohol, Drug Abuse . 
and Mental Health Administratio·n (ADAMHA). We urge you and all 
Members of the Committee to report his nomination favorably. 

. . 

Since serving as Ac:tminis~rator of ADAMHA, Dr. Macdonald has · 
consistently provided leadership to the missions of ADAMHA. 
He has e~idenced a keen interest and sensitivity to the broad 
range of important men ta! i 11 ness and addictive disorder issues 
that ADAMHA is concerned with. And, this is well docum_ented~ 
for example his selection of Shervert H. Frazier, M.D., as 
Director of the National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH). 
We are very much aware ~hat Dr. Macdonald h~s been extremely 
assessible to the various, often diverse and competing, interest 
·groups invol _ved in ADAMHA's activities. In meetings with the 
leadership of the APA, and in meetings with the various 
psychiatric constituent membership components of the APA, 
Dr. Macdonald has shown himself to be not only extraordinarily 
knowledgeable about a broad range of issues, but also 
receptive to new ideas. · He has been most impressive. 

In view of his proven abil it.ies and qualifications, we would 
like the hearing record to evidence the APA's support for 
Dr. Macdonald and we urge the Committee on Labor and Human 
Resources to act favorably upon his nomination. 

----~J·/~/t-// 
A. Talbott, M.D. 

President 

Sincerely, 

~n~./J ....... ~L-- _: 
elvin Sabshin, M.D. 
edical D_irector 

cc: Members, U.S. Senate Committee on Labor and Human Resources 


