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Dear Sue: 

THE WHITE HO U SE 

W AS HI NGT ON 

July 12, 1984 

Thank you for your recent letter and 
attachment from Doug Hawks and Tom Peters. 

I have reviewed this l etter, however, it 
does not ring any bel l s with me. I will be 
more than happy to speak with anyone in the 
private sector regarding the value of 
parents and their education in drug abuse 
prevention. 

Again, thanks for writing and best regards, 

Sincerely, 

Car ton Turner, Ph.D. 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Drug Abuse Policy 

Ms. Sue Rusche 
Executive Director 
Families in Action 
Suite 300, 3845 North Druid Hills Road 
Decatur, Georgia 30033 



DRUG-FREE YOUTH THRU DRUG EDUCATION 

FAMILIES INACTION 
SUITE 300, 3845 NORTH DRUID HILLS ROAD, DECATUR GA 30033, TELEPHONE 404-325-5799 

Mr . Carlton Turner 
Special Assistant to the President 
Office of Drug Abuse Policy 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Carlton, 

January 19, 1984 

Enclosed is the brochure King Features prepared to promote my soon­
to- begin column, "Striking Back," on drug and alcohol abuse . I thought 
you might like to see a copy. The column will begin February 5, 1984. 

SR: jpg 
Enclosure 

s; 29 
Sue Rusche 
Executive Director 



A. Psychotherapy B. Vacations C. Running Shoes D. Illicit Drugs 
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f IT1S TIME TO STRIKE BJICK. 

The statistics are staggering. The cost to our nation is 
horrifying. And until now, accurate, up-to-date information 
on drug abuse has been hard for families to find. 

Striking Back is a column about drug abuse that 
focuses on prevention. It not only gives your readers all the 
facts, but offers solutions as well. 

It is written by Sue Rusche, the Executive Director of 
Families in Action, a drug prevention organization that is 
listed by the United States Library of Congress as a national 
resource for drug abuse information. 

Striking Back is intelligent. Informative. Influential. 
And though at times it may be disturbing, it promises to be 
one of the most important columns you'll ever read. 
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Drug smuggling is the most 
profitable crime in the world today 
and the hardest to combat. 

Government officials openly 
admit that their efforts to fight this 
national crisis are thwarted by the 
lack of manpower, equipment and 
organization to do the job. 

IT·s TIME TO STOP 
THE BIG BUSINESS 
01' NIIRCOTICS. 

"There are people on the 80th floor of buildings with 
multi-million dollar computers routing (heroin):' said Dela­
ware Senator Joseph Biden recently. "This isn't Al Capone in 
some mansion in Long Island:' 

The government, aware of its outnumbered person­
nel and its lack of organization, is now taking every action it 
can to fight the drug war more effectively. 

But we must take action too. 
The big business of illicit drugs isn't isolated in some 

gleaming skyscraper off in someone else's city. It spreads to 
even our smallest communities. 

Otten it is our own children selling drugs to each 
other. It is our problem. And it's time we found out how to 
stop it. 



A. Hand guns B. Fireworks C. Plastic explosives D. Illicit drugs 

·--...... 



lTDBU~ 
.............__ 

Many drug abuse experts say 
we must teach people how to use 
drugs "responsibly:' They claim that 
teaching responsible use rather 
than prevention is a more realistic 
approach to the drug problem. 

Unfortunately, kids are getting 
their message. 

IT·s TIME TO PROTECT 
OUR CHILDREN. 

Anyone thinking he can teach a child the 
"responsible use" of any illicit drug is irresponsible. Children 
should be learning the dangers of drugs. To prevent them 
from becoming victims of this frightening epidemic. 

Through the efforts of parents' organizations across 
the U.S., we are beginning to see progress made. 

But even though some drug use among America's 
youth is starting to decline, latest statistics indicate that one­
fourth of our 12 to 17 year-olds are still involved with drugs. 

So the war is far from over. Striking Back arms your 
readers with the facts on whafs happening in education, 
legislation and prevention. Information they need to join 
the fight. 
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CLASS OF '72 '7 4 '7 6 

YOUTH: AGE 12-17 
'77 

CLASS OF '72 '74 '76 '77 

YOUNG ADULTS: AGE 18-25 
- MARIJUANA 
CJ HALLUCINOGENS 

'79 '82 

'79 '82 

NA indicates 
data not available. 

c=JcoCAINE HEROIN- NO DATA AVAILABLE 

SOURCE: Nationa l Howsehold Survey on Drug Abuse, 1982. 
National Institute on D(UQ Abuse . 
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IT'S TIME SOMEONE 
TOOK .IICTIOH. 

Sue Rusche is a parent of two teenagers, who takes 
her concern about drug abuse seriously 

Her efforts as a writer, speaker and organizer 
have won her national acclaim as well as the support of 
First Lady Nancy Reagan. 

She has testified before five different U.S. Congres­
sional Committees. One testimony led to the drafting of 
the Model Drug Paraphernalia law to control user devices. 

Among her other contributions, Sue has published 
books and countless articles on drug abuse. She has also 
appeared on national TV including Today and Good 
Morning America. And she was asked to co-conduct a 
White House briefing on the drug problem. 

No one is more qualified to write on this important 
subject. 



There's only one way to end 
the illegal traffic of drugs ... we have 
to stop their use. But this will only 
happen when every American has 
an intelligence about drugs. 

Striking Back will give your readers all 
they need to know. 

Striking Back is a good way to join 
families together in the battle against drug 
abuse. For more information call Lawrence 
T. Olsen collect 212-682-5600 or toll free, 

800-223-7383 
King Fea..,ures 

'Syndica..,e 
A Division of the Hearst Corporation 
235 E. 45th St., New York, N.Y. 10017 
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STRIKING BACK 
======by Sue Rusche====== 

Mind Expansion: What's Wrong With It? 
Q. I'm a high school senior 

and I can't see what's wrong 
with using drugs to expand 
your mind. H it really helps 
you to function but you don't 
abuse them what's wrong with 
doing it? 

A. Plenty. Dr. Robert Du­
Pont, former director of the 
National Institute on Drug 
Abuse and now president of 
the American Council on Drug 
Education, says psychoactive 
drugs affect the mind in a 
number of dangerous and 
harmful ways. To call this 
"mind expansion," he says, is 
a real perversion of what ac­
tually happens. 

A recent Washington Post 
report says, "an influx of 18- to 
34-year-olds, many of them 
confused relics of the 1960s 
and '70s, has started refilling 
the nation's mental 
hospitals." The Post inter­
viewed Dr. Thomas Kra­
jewski, superintendent of 
Maryland's Springfield State 
Hospital at Sykesville, who 
said, "Many have multiple 
problems, including drug use. 
Or brain damage due to drug 
use." 

Although not yet confirmed 
by other research, a study of 
rhesus monkeys indicates that 
"expanding your mind" - or 
at least a part of it - may be 

exactly what pot smokers are 
doing to themselves. 

This study found a widening 
of the synaptic cleft, the space 
between the brain's nerve 
cells over which nervous im­
pulses are transmitted, in 
monkeys exposed to the 
human equivalent of one to 
three marijuana cigarettes a 
day for a period of up to six 
months. In reviewing this 
study, the National Academy 
of Sciences concluded that 
because the study has not yet 
been replicated and because 
only a few monkeys were 
studied, "no definitive inter­
pretation can be made at this 
time. However, the possibility 
that marijuana may produce 
chronic ultrastructural 
changes in the brain has not 
been ruled out and should be 
investigated." 

* * * 
Q. I've just discovered my 

teenage son is using drugs. 
What do I do? 

A. Parents tell us over and 
over again that Naranon is the 
best first step for help. Just as 
Alanon offers help to families 
of alcoholics, Naranon helps 
families of drug abusers. At a 
Naranon meeting, you'll find 
other parents whose children 
are involved with drugs and 
you'll learn from them about 
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the resources in your com­
munity that can help. You'll 
also get first-hand information 
from those who have been 
through it about where to go -
and not to go - for treatment 
for your child. 

Naranon is growing very 
quickly. In Atlanta, for exam­
ple, three to five Naranon 
meetings are held in different 
sections of the city every 
night. Look in the phone book 
for a number to call. If 
Naranon is not listed, call Nar­
cotics Anonymous, 
Alcoholics Anonymous, or 
Alanon to find out where and 
when the next meeting will be 
in your community. 

* * * 
Q. Can you explain to me 

just what a "bong" is? 
A. Bongs are modified water 

pipes in which marijuana is 
smoked. The purpose of a 
bong is to cool the smoke 
(special chambers in the bong 
hold ice, water, or even wine) 
and to direct all the smoke into 
the user's lungs so that none is 
wasted. One brand advertises, 
"The only thing wasted is 
you!" 

* * * 
Sue Rusche answers questions from 

readers in her c olumn. Write to her in 
care of this newspaper . 



STRIKING BACK 
======by Sue Rusche====== 

What Are the Symptoms of Smoking Pot? 
Q. Our 14-year-old son has 

been acting strangely lately. 
We're not sure whether he's 
smoking pot or drinking; or 
both. How can we tell? Are the 
symptoms different? 

A. There are more dif­
ferences than similarities in 
the symptoms of these two 
drugs. The most obvious dif­
ference is that you can smell 
alcohol on the breath of 
someone who has been drink­
ing. Pot leaves no such tell­
tale odor. Also, a youngster 
who has had too much to drink 
will begin to vomit when his 
system can absorb no more 
alcohol. 

Not so with pot, which has 
an antiemetic (anti-vomiting) 
effect. In fact, experts worry 
about the use of both drugs 
together: pot's antiemetic ef­
fect may interfere with the 
body's natural defense of 
vomiting when too much 
alcohol is in the system. This 
may explain the alarming rise 
in acute alcohol poisoning 
cases that are showing up in 
hospital emergency rooms. 

Parents report the most ob­
vious symptom in pot smokers 
is redness of the eyes. In fact, 
a youngster's sudden preoc­
cupation with "getting the red 
out" is often a parent's first 
clue that his child may be 
smoking pot. Other symptoms 
are more difficult to spot and 
parents report it may take six 
months to a year to be certain 
what a child is using. Many 
symptoms of pot use mimic 
those of adolescence which 
makes the task all the more 
difficult. 

In general, the following 
symptoms may indicate 

regular marijuana use: loss of 
appetite or change in eating 
habits, occasional "binge" 
eating (known as the mun­
chies), unexplained weight 
loss; lethargy, slowed or stag­
gering gait, slurred speech; 
red, watery eyes, runny nose, 
drooping eyelids, persistent, 
hacking cough; insomnia or 
excessive sleeping at inap­
propriate times; noticeable 
change in personal grooming 
ha bi ts or sloppy, dirty, 
unkempt appearance; per­
sonality changes or unexplain­
ed behavior; changes in 
friends, sudden avoidance of 
old friends and an over­
preoccupation with one or two 
new friends; changes in ac­
tivities and hobbies, loss of in­
terest in previously important 
activities ; discontinuation of 
favorite hobbies or pastimes; 
secretiveness, sudden 
withdrawal from family and 
friends; unexplained periods 
of moodiness, irritability, 
depression, or anxiety, fre­
quent temper tantrums, 
continuing resentful behavior ; 
sudden oversensitivity 
( everything is a "hassle," or a 
reason to "get off my back") ; 
change or drop in perfor­
mance at work or school, 
grades dropping off, change in 
habits at home; noticeable 
drop in attention span, falling 
asleep in class; and a general 
lack of motivation to do 
anything, boredom, and an "I 
don't care attitude." 

* * * 

Q. I don't hear much about 
um any more. Has interest in 
this drug died out? 

© 1983 King Features Syndicate , Inc. 

A. No. In fact, it appears to 
be on the rise. Recently, The 
Washington Post reported that 
LSD "is making a strong 
comeback on college cam­
puses and among working­
and middle-class whites in 
metropolitan areas 
throughout the nation. From 
five to 10 times more overdose 
cases are being treated in 
hospital emergency rooms 
now than in the 1970's when 
the drug was losing populari­
ty." 

The average dose of LSD in 
the 1960's, however, was from 
6 to 18 times stronger than that 
available today. Although still 
not safe, these lower doses 
may explain why the bizarre 
behavior associated with the 
drug is not being seen so fre­
quently even though use is in­
creasing. 

We talked with Don Bay, ad- · 
ministrative assistant of the 
Los Anges Police Depart­
ment's Narcotics Division, 
who said L.A. Police have 
seized some 112,000 units of 
LSD so far this year, com­
pared to about 3,500 units in 
the first six months of last 
year. Bay also said although 
the greatest amount of use is 
taking place among high 
school students, an increasing 
number of elementary school 
children are becoming involv­
ed with LSD as well. The most 
popular form of the drug is 
LSD stamps - blotter paper 
the size of a postage stamp 
that has been impregnated 
with a drop of LSD. 

* * * 
Sue Ru sche answers questions from 

readers in her co lumn. Wr ite to her in 
care of this newspaper . 



STRIKING BACK 
=======·by Sue Rusche========= 

Alcohol and Tobacco: Why Are They Legal? 
Q. I've read that alcohol and 

cigarettes are the third 
leading cause of death in the 
United States after heart 
disease and cancer. So why 
are these drugs legal? 

A. You ask a good question. 
The information you read 
comes from a report by the 
U.S. Surgeon General titled 
"Healthy People." ( Available 
from the Superintendent of 
Documents, Publication 
Number 79-55071.) 

With the exception of the 
prohibition years, alcohol and 
tobacco have always been 
legal. Unfortunately , 
widespread use of both drugs 
preceded scientific knowledge 
about their harmful effects. 
The result was that most of us 
were hooked before we knew 
what we were doing to 
ourselves. 

By the time we had that 
knowledge, two huge in­
dustries involving millions of 
jobs had evolved. To make 
either drug illegal at this point 
would create economic havoc 
in the lives of millions of 
Americans and their families. 

Fortunately , we have 
another choice. The Surgeon 
General says deaths from 
heart disease have been 
reduced by 22 percent over 10 
years - an almost unheard-of 
change in such a short period 
of time. What made this 
change take place? People 

began modifying the way they 
lived their lives. Once they 
knew it would make a dif­
ference, folks started losing 
weight, getting more exercise, 
changing their diets, and cut­
ting down on smoking. 

Now that we've learned 
such simple changes can 
reduce deaths from heart 
disease, we can reduce 
cigarette- and alcohol-related 
deaths by modifying our use of 
society's two legal drugs. It's 
not a perfect answer, but until 
somebody comes up with a 
better one, it's the best we've 
got. 

* * * 
Q. My 16-year-old daughter 

is in a drug rehabilitation 
center. Before she entered 
treatment she was taking 
several drugs. What are her 
chances for recovery? 

A. That depends on a 
number of factors including 
how deeply involved she was 
and with what drugs. Overall, 
if she's in a drug-free treat­
ment center, her chances for 
recovery are good to ex­
cellent. If not, there may be 
trouble ahead. 

Generally, successful treat­
ment involves several steps: 
detoxification, group therapy, 
re-entry into society, and 
aftercare to help the patient 
adjust to a ,drug-free life style 
and to learn to accept respon-
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sibility for the consequences 
of his actions. 

* * * 
Q. What is the difference 

between legal and illegal 
drugs? 

A. Most illegal drugs have 
been made illegal because 
they have a high potential for 
abuse and little or no accepted 
medical use. Heroin, PCP, 
l.SD, and marijuana are ex­
amples of illegal drugs that 
fall into this category. 

other drugs have a high 
abuse potential but do have 
use in medicine. These drugs 
are legal for doctors to 
prescribe to patients but are 
illegal to use for non-medical 
purposes. Some opiates, co­
caine and other stimulants, 
sedatives, barbiturates, and 
tranquilizers fall into this 
medical-use category. 

Some drugs are legal even 
though they have a high abuse 
potential and little or no 
medical use. These include 
most inhalants, alcohol and 
cigarettes. 

A drug's legal status is 
generally determined' by 
weighing its usefulness in 
medicine against its potential 
for abuse. When these two fac­
tors get out of balance, legisla­
tion is usually passed to cor­
rect that balance. 

* * * 
Sue Rusche answers questions from 

readers in her column. Write to her in 
care of this newspaper . 



STRIKING BACK 
======by Sue Rusche====== 

What Is Addiction? 
Q. How can you tell if you're 

addicted to a drug? Are there 
different kinds of addiction? 
We talk about this in school a 
lot but even our teacher has 
trouble giving us a clear 
answer. 

A. Th€:re are as many defini­
tions of addiction as there are 
experts in the field with differ­
ing opinior,s about how to treat 
it. A broad definition from the 
Addiction Research Founda­
tion in Toronto is this : "A 
state of dependence upon a 
drug substance which is harm­
ful to physical or mental 
health, social well-being, or 
economic functioning.'' 

I like thi-s definition because 
it side-steps distinctions some 
make between physical and 
psychological dependence. 
Some experts who draw these 
distinctions say only those 
drugs which produce physical 
withdrawal symptoms upon 
quitting are truly addictive. 
But this narrower definition 
leaves out many who suffer 
few if any physical 
withdrawal symptoms from 
giving up marijuana, or 
cigarettes, or even cocaine, 
but who nonetheless are so 
psychologically dependent 
upon the drug they find it ex­
tremely difficult to quit. 

If you fear you may be ad­
dicted to a drug, check with 
your doctor first. Then try to 
give up the drug for three 
months. If you can do this 
comfortably, you don't have 
much to worry about. If you 
can't, it's probably time to 
seek help. 

Q. At what age are children 
likely to start experimenting 
with drugs? When should a 
parent start watching for 
signs? 

A. A recent survey of grade 
school children conducted by 
the Weekly Reader at the re­
quest of the White House finds 
that pressure to use drugs and 
alcohol begins in fourth grade. 

By the time they reach 
seventh grade, 60 percent of 
the children feel pressure to 
try alcohol; 50 percent feel 
pressure to try marijuana. 

The survey also found that 
children on the East and West 
coasts report more involve­
ment with drugs of all sorts, 
while children in the North 
Central and Mountain states 
report the least. 

* * * 
Q. Prohibition didn't work 

for alcohol and it won't work 
for pot. So why don't we get it 
over with and legalize mari­
juana? 

A. The U.S . Surgeon 
General says our two legal 
drugs, alcohol and cigarettes, 
are the nation's third-leading 
cause of death after heart 
disease and cancer. From 80 
to 100 million Americans use 
these drugs while some 20 
million use marijuana. If pot 
were legalized says Dr. 
William Pollin, director of the 
National Institute on Drug 
Abuse, we have every reason 
to believe marijuana use 
would rise to the level of 
alcohol and cigarette use. 

Studies of marijuana's 
harmful effects suggest that, 
like tobacco, marijuana will 
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be found to cause lung cancer. 
And, like alcohol, drivers 
under its influence kill and in­
jure innocent victims on the 
highways. 

By keeping marijuana il­
legal, we are probably 
preventing 60 to 80 million 
Americans from using the 
drug. And we may be saving 
hundreds of thousands of lives 
as well. 

* * * 
Q. My son, a high school 

senior, says his friends are 
turning away from pot and us­
ing more alcohol than ever. 
Does this local experience in­
dicate a national trend? 

A. Yes and no. According to 
the National Institute of Drug 
Abuse's annual high school 
senior survey, more of the na­
tion's seniors have tried 
alcohol (93 percent) than 
marijuana (59 percent), but 
when it comes to daily use, 
more seniors smoke pot (6.3 
percent) than drink alcohol 
(5.7 percent) every day. 

The Institute's National 
Household Survey shows that 
65 percent of the nation's 12- to 
17-year-olds have tried alcohol 
while 27 percent have tried 
marijuana. Twenty-six per­
cent use alcohol while 11 per­
cent use marijuana (defined 
as having used the drug at 
least once in the month 
preceding the survey). This 
survey doesn't measure daily 
use. 

* * * 
Sue Rusc he a nswers questions from 

readers in her co lumn. Wr ite to her in 
care of thi s newspa per . 



STRIKING BACK 
====== by Sue Rusche====== 

Sources of Drug Information 

Q. We are the parents of two 
pre-teen boys and we are pain­
fully aware of our lack of 
knowledge and understanding 
of drugs and drug abuse. They 
are asking questions and we 
just don't have the answers. Is 
there any group or govern­
ment agency that publishes 
material that will help . us be 
better informed? 

A. Yes. The best overall 
reference book I've seen is ex­
pensive ($29.50) but well 
worth the price. It is "Drugs 
and Drug Abuse," by Cox, 
Jacobs, Leblanc and Mar­
shman, Addiction Research 
Foundation, 1983. Order from 
Marketing Services, Dept. 
M.J., Addiction Research 
Foundation, 33 Russell St., 
Toronto, Canada, M5S 2Sl. 

You can order an excellent 
set of booklets on various 
drugs and their abuse from 
the American Council on Drug 
Education, 6193 Executive 
Boulevard, Rockville, Md. 
20852. Write for their publica­
tions and price list. 

You can subscribe to Drug 
Abuse Update, a 12-page 
quarterly journar that 
abstracts current information 
from the Families in Action 
(FIA) Drug Information 
Center. One-year 
subscriptions cost $5 and are 
available from Suite 300, 3845 
N. Druid Hills Road, Decatur, 

Ga. 30033. You may also want 
to order a copy of FIA's 164-
page parent group organiza- . 
tional manual for $10. 

A $10 membership in the Na­
tional Federation of Parents 
for Drug-Free Youth will 
bring you the Federation's 
Parent Group Starter Kit and 
brochures on alcohol and 
marijuana as well as a one­
year membership. 

You may also want to write 
to the Information Clear­
inghouses of the National In­
stitute on Drug Abuse, and the 
National Institute on 
Alcoholism and Alcohol 
Abuse. The address for both is 
the same: 5600 Fishers Lane, 
Rockville, Md. 20857. 

Finally, your U.S. con­
gressman can send you a list 
of free publications available 
from the Government Print­
ing Office. A division of that 
office which offers longer 
publications at cost is the 
government's Consumer In­
formation Center, Pueblo, 
Colo. 81009. There you can ob­
tain a copy of Parents, Peers 
and Pot, one of the most 
helpful booklets written for 
parents to date, for $5. 

* * * 
Q. Is it true I don't have to 

worry about my children get­
ting into cocaine because only 
older adults use it? 

A. No. The National 
© 1983 King Features Syndicate, Inc. 

Household Survey on Drug 
Abuse shows young adults (18 
to 25) use more cocaine than 
any other age group. Twenty­
nine percent have tried the 
drug compared to 9 percent of 
older adults and 7 percent of 
12- to 17-year-olds. One in 14 
young adults uses cocaine on a 
regular basis. And there's a 
new development that has 
drug experts really worried. 
So much cocaine has entered 
the U. S. that the market is 
glutted and the price has drop­
ped to put it within the means 
of more youngsters than ever 
before. 

* * * 
Q. What is Acapulco Gold? 
A. It's a high-potency mari­

juana grown in Mexico. The 
cost of Mexican pot varies ac­
cording to grade. Commercial 
Mexican pot sells in the United 
States for $375 to $535 per 
pound while top grade Mex­
ican sells for $500 to $850 per 
pound. Mexican sinsemilla 
(an even higher-potency 
seedless marijuana from un­
pollinated female plants) now 
sells for $1,200 to $1,500 per 
pound. 

* * * 

Sue Rusche answer s questions from 
readers in her column. Write to her in 
care o-f th is newspaper. 



STRIKING BACK 
======by Sue Rusche====== 

Alcohol and Pot - What's the Difference? 

Q. I think my 14-year-old son 
smokes a little pot now and 
then. When I try to talk to him 
about it, he says, "Alcohol is 
your generation's drug and 
pot is ours - what's wrong 
with that?" How can I answer 
him? 

A. This is a hook kids use to 
justify their drug use. First, 
point out that although he's 
approaching adulthood, he is 
still a child and you are an 
adult. 

Second, his generation's 
drug is illegal. Yours is not, 
except for minors and drunk 
drivers. If you have driven 
when you've had too much to 
drink, admit that to your son 
and tell him he'll have some 
company: as he works to 
change his illegal behavior, so 
will you. 

Third, tell him that as long 
as he expects to enjoy the 
benefits of being a member of 
your family - and that in­
cludes free rent, free board, 
free education, and parents 
who love and care for him -
you expect him to obey family 
rules. 

Fourth, to protect him legal­
ly, your family rule about 
drug and alcohol use must 
echo society's laws. The fact 
that society isn't doing a very 
good job enforcing those laws 
is irrelevant. The risk is still 
there and, more important, 
the reasons behind those laws 
are valid. 

Fifth, to protect his health 
and well-being, you must in­
sist that he give up altogether 
pot, alcohol and other drugs 
untHhe has become a mature 
adult. There is good evidence 

that his chances of making it 
to adulthood physically fit and 
capable of accepting respon­
sibility for his actions are 
severely diminished if he 
becomes involved with drugs 
and alcohol during 
adolescence. 

To reinforce with him that 
your number one concern is 
his health, you might 
challenge your son to join you 
in gathering information 
about the harmful effects of 
marijuana. 

Finally, I am suspicious of 
your statement that your son 
smokes "a little pot now and 
then." Most parents who think 
this eventually find out that "a 
little" means three or four 
joints and "now and then" 
means nearly every day. 

* * * 
Q. My 16-year-old daughter 

is constantly asking me: 
"What's wrong with getting 
high?" I don't have a clear-cut 
answer - in fact, I'd like to 
know too: Just what is wrong 
with getting high? 

A. Not a thing. It's one of the 
most wonderful feelings in the 
world. Getting high from 
reaching a goal, from physical 
exercise such as running, or 
even from making someone 
special smile are examples of 
natural highs. Better still, you 
can get naturally high as often 
as you choose. And no one has 
ever overdosed from a natural 
high. 

Taking drugs to get high is 
an entirely different matter. 
These chemical highs are ar­
tificial. Most create 
dependence or withdrawal 
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symptoms or both, threaten 
health and well-being, and 
most are illegal. The majority 
will make you feel high at 
first, but after a while you find 
you have to keep using them 
just to feel normal. By this 
time, you don't have a choice 
anymore. 

Q. How does a drug become 
illegal? 

A. Through legislation. Take 
methaqualone, for example. 
The U.S. Controlled 
Substances Act classifies 
methaqualone as a Schedule II 
drug. This means physicians 
with a special license can 
prescribe them. It was 
originally developed as a 
sedative, but it was so subject 
to abuse that doctors began to 
prescribe other drugs that 
fulfill the same medical re­
quirements. 

In the past few years, both 
Georgia and Florida re­
scheduled methaqualone, 
moving it from Schedule II to 
Schedule I on their state con­
trolled subtances list. 
Schedule I drugs are highly 
subject to abuse and have lit­
tle or no accepted medical ap­
plication. But they can be used 
in medical research. Thus in 
Georgia and Florida metha­
qualone is now illegal. A 
Georgia congressman has in­
troduced at the federal level a 
bill similar to his state's, so 
methaqualone may some day 
be illegal nationwide. 

* * * 
Sue Rusche answers questions from 

readers in her column . Wr ite to her in 
care of this newspaper . 
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ACTION 
SUI T E JOO 3845 NOR fH iJ RUJ~, rllL'-" RC -\ D, DECATUR GA 30033 , TEL EPHO NE 404 -325-5799 

Mr. Irving Rubin 
Editor and Publication Director 
Pharmacy Times 
80 Shore Road 
Port Washington NY 11050 
7 December 1982 

Dear Mr. Rubin, 

Thank you for your letter of Novemebr 17 and 
for your kind invitation to contribute an article 
on the issues surrounding marijuana and medicine. 
It is one of my fa vorite topics to try to sort out 
and I shall be delighted to submit an article of 
between 1600 and 1800 words. 

I will do my best to complete the article by 
January 5th. Please let me know if there are any 
other instructions. 

And thank you for asking me. 

Sincerely, 

Sue Rusche 
Executive Director 
Families in Action 
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Sue Ruse;Y.-
ec 1 8:l"Y o: R esear ch Chai;,r,1 w. 

National F eciera tion of Parents 
for Dn-l5 -Free Y outh 

98 05 Ds.m eron Drive 
Silver Spr ing, J•:le.ryl& nd 20 802 

Dear Sue Rusche: 

Sept e mber 2~ 1982 

Thanks for writing. All my critie;al comm ents or: the :!'1RC1s comr:t ittees1 

efforts were conveyed "in J-:-ouse ,n &nd rve deliberately not com m ented 
publi cly on r.: y Vi ev,1 s of cet a il in the rerort. I 'i',i ill a dhere to t hat de cision. • 

l\-1 y general vi e1·,s on t he inherent issues der ive from my 30 years of 
researcht admi nistr·E: t ive &nd cliniccl work in t he field, and my vwrk with 
paren ts, children, neighbo:: hoods en-d poli cy groups o ver t hat ti rn c. 

In effect, I do not believe it timely (but rat her di visive) to institute or 
advocBte policy chp...nges a t t his j unct ure in history. That, of course, is 
cifferent t han analyzi ng (whe~her well or badly) policy options. 

Com_munities (and_g e:ncrations) have to be fa.r m or e ac tive than they have 
been ·in resolvinv. a ttitlldes about ir,toxicc1t ion and i ts positive or negative 

. value b2[S/c =•.r i! ..,: ,-.:_.,. -.::. : ... .Ji be solid a nd eff ec tive. Nui.hing I now see is 
different than what was wrestled with, ev i dent a:1c predictable 15 years 
ago. 

: · -o ,. . . t -
As both a research nnd clinical psychiat r i.s t, I CP . .nnot welcome intoxi cation 
and its consequences, nor gu [.!,rantee lack of risk to any ,-.,ho engage in these 
behaviors . For most intoxicants I xr iow of, there js a subset of people at 
high risk for n;isuse. There is a furt her su b..'>et vulnerable to mental and 
developrn enti:,J impairments tha t 2..re eithe r pre.ci pHaJed or exncerbBled by 
the use and/or : m isuse of i n tox i can ts. There are a m.sj cr ity \>-, ho &ppFl.r-ently 
manage controlled use without ;·enc: ily c,E'fine.tile h::rrn . 

Soc:iety - end each cf us - r;~ust deterr.'inc wh<::·ti,er our r,i g- ht" to consum e 
j -2opi;.rci zes t he J,f:•cJth of c.-UieiS - cve:n & ;:·-i;.o: ity t 1 f c,tl:c,·s - wid ,,.- hether 
that r iF-Jit js preen: ptjve. Th~lS fiJGhitit~c.~1s 1-c:c~a] fu nc]!ifnentHlly e1~c....--sed 
more p~opJe vul ner-ah1c tc r:-: i stLS i:..: of n1cohol to ;:·capy) &ccess to E.lc;ol:ol. 
1q:;ile providing t he majo, it y with & ri[)1t , &. sizu.,_ ble and en}mged f.1inori ty 
v:ere Bt g rea t er risk . The deat hs ~ron, dise2s e i>.,1d 2ccident ; e nd disr up-

• ;....- -::✓ - -. 
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tions to mental and social function, incres.sed grE:Btly, although the 
majority of 1J1oderate drinkers are not visibly harmed. The problem of how 
to re1atE: su;:.,ply of alcohol to habits and customs roverning- ing-estion has 
occur:.,ieC: ev2:-v f!enerati on in 1\7estern societv since the 18th Century. 

t ... ..... • 

Every c.:;[-;ce:iv& ble 11remedyr' - le. ws, potcr1cy controls, supply CO!ilrols, 
cont; ols c;-; )oce.tion &.nd occasion for ingestion, anc attitudinal measure;s 
(;-t:li gi o,,, tf..:etotaiism , etc.) - hes been utili zed in varied mixes wi th 
w1.ria ble success. 

We've ~rnJogous decisions with pot - but at l e[,st a heJd stut insoffu~ as its 
histo:-ical use has not ?roduced a dominant mBjc,;--ity od&~~an tly oemnnding 
access to it (al though I would SU?pose t.he:-E: is e si zce.ble minority that 
would t1-e adamant in taking off ense to restrictions of supply - and a smaller 
group - as Vl f.s true in the 30 1s and 50 1s - v;ho take high risl<.s to b'1iin eccess 
to supply). 

At the center of curr ent del:',ate is (and has be.en) a focus on youth, rmd 
t heir supposed n, ightt1 to be stoned. This is a rather shocking commentary 
on the culture of the past 2 oeC;ades. One would hor.:-e the parents would 
hnve the r-1:::solve e.nd perception to recognize t hat use by children and the 
young cannot enbarice the development of competencies aild a ttitudes that 
optimize chances for maturity of judgment and conduct. 

For me, the issue has not been one or uno ther pessing r.fac t," but a r:1ornl 
issue of responsi bility in reRring t he young. For parents, t he need is for 
social supt>orts in saying no end in refnf orcing the v,qlues of sobriety B.Ttd 
self-:mastery. in the . realms of h'0rk 1 p] easure , personal relvtions, self 
e>..-pression : love and sex, etc. Tims r m av.,are that the proper re&ding or 

_interpreteti on of any doewTients or publicized ,·c;:,...,i'ts c&n be a nrnt ter of 
sensitivity. 

The feet that many sectors of society only 25 ~iea.rs ago had madjuana 
availeble, but the very idea of utilizin g it was for the majority simply not 
thinkable (one did not debfi t ~ the option), stri kingly indicates the loss of a 
key nsocial support11 since the "'epidemic of drug interest11 of the past 20 
years . lf legi tims.te pharr:1t1ceuti cels hac :had the publicity i:Dd o .. -ploitabon 
of allure wh1ch rec:·eetion&l drugs repeatedly r eceived in the press and 
media (beginning in the early 60 's), t hey v.' ould l,s.ve saved iruHimillions in 
advertising costs. 

For t£1os e of us ~~-'ho Cid not \\· eleo;;; ~ the sc.~ven t of this Grt.~ eu1 tu.re w.1d 
tbe rc.~;]d sprf~ad of i ~terest in tJ~e u.se of drugs frorn a fev•/ isola t ed 
subzrcups to the ~i youth eu1 tt.n·c n nt lcr f e, ths C!Uestion )s f-iG\V cred] bly to 
dis::~oursg-e use .. ·1·.he ntrap" hel'e for ex1_:- =:r-ts is tt ,2. t v1h2t c,ne ean soun dly 
sny on sei c;-;tif ic grour;ds is hsrdly fo:--cible. enough to cr ,':ditably rcrnove the 
c pticn of trying ma::-ij uana or 1 for th,1t matter. B "a,inkt'. Indeed foc11s on 

- - - - ,, •• --
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the min1.;tise (FJ.bsent major evvJence of sizeable risk to any arid all) 
absolutely diverts attention from the enduring rnor-eJ problem: how reliably 
to zu ide the young to a sound start in adulthood. Doth the nndvocntes11 such 
cs J-0 0:fU~L~ anc the Concerned Par ents seem to me to repeatedly 
r 1ise;npt asize th8 pres and cons of scientific da ta. 

Pr udence has no m ore or Jess s ui=)port from the science data today than the 
c 6'. t2 of 1::. c5ecade ago - excepting, perhaps, clearer dat a on aJcoholics! _not 
e?~;,2,·im enting with B. drink. I snti cipate that the subset of vulnerable 
[::·9.ople v. hose r:-sychotic syrnpto;ns an C:: " unr enlity focus" E<2'e e:o-Bccrb[)_tec by 
pot v; ili be more pr-ecisely descr i~>eG &no icientified in clinical research. 
The size of foe group needing treatment for mental illnesses evol--:ed or 
exacer bated by pot is not known - it is not lar ge, but a general hospital 
psychiatric \>\'& cl will see severrtl such cases yeariy. 

Parents shou1d recall tr:at mental illnesses are and cl ways have been costly, , 
bu t al so occur at a high frequency in youth and pJ. v.,ays have. In 1979 I 
could fairly estimate that approximately 12,000 youngsters who v-wuld 
bee:om e J 8 years old would b€ treated for schizophrenia and scl-Jizophr-er: ia­
like illnesses for t he first time. It is difficult to see bEse rates of illnesses 
in youth d!'rrsticallv incre2.sed in the 701s as compared to the 50 1s. T his does 
not mea.11 rese>1rch could not more pr ecisely estimate the drug essociated 
increase; even if it is sm8ll, it is clinically evident. The fact that there me 
so many more youth means, of course; thnt tr-eat ment faciliti~ see larger 
numbers, but not nee:c:;sar ily a greetly enhanced rnte. Impulsive suicide 
tia.s increp..sed (but it had begun to in the pre-drug era too). This incre11Se is 
linked to 8vailability ·of drugs and other rneans of self-deStruction - but 
fundam e!1ta.lly to developmental. problems or disorders (such as serious 
ecio]escent depression) for which treatment is characteristically avoided by 
paren ts and teaehers until it is too late . . 

111 any event: enhancing availability cleerly enhances the size- of the 11at 
riskT1 vulnerabl~ group~ . Whether large or small, that is a personal and 
social cost. It wvs true for. aJcohol, and I believe H is true ia-- other 
intoxie;ants e.nd dr ugs that enhance retreat from coping ,-.,ith reality. (Thus 
.,.._.hen you ask about he21th costs, they are diff icult bu t prnba bly not 
impossi ble to roughly estimate; if you include a wi de raT1ge of social ccsts, 
then with or wlthout drug--s the en tire youth culture nnci .socictcl r-csponse to 
H would have to be exai:l ined -the costs of socisl mc,bili t y , access to cars, 
diffe rent cultures on~, iu g·enen=u, the costs of cifforent r""! tti tudes to ,·:n,cs 
risk-ta king to the sound ccvelopm E~t of yo ln5 B.-:; uHs r:;igh t well be 
'·' !1 '"' l vnr.o') , ... { ........... , ~.JC-, • 

Insofar P.S er,for·e<:d fav.s ear. oiscour-tige use, 1he discl:s::ion h2s to be on 
oczrcc and eonsistency of enforccr:i cnt and the nature of si-rnct.io,:s . 
\'i.Rtchi ng cJc.velop;-;1cnts, I've not Leen eonvinced tl1,1t the Pli te f,nd _.'."-oli d 



- 4 -

middle class are willing to see the child or young adult imprisoned for 
possession. Indeed one har·dly ever hears the young chastised for jeopardiz­
ing a possibly ._,.ulnerable colJeague by 11 rassing a jointr1 or enriching &. 

dealer. o:- not reporting an offense they observe. 'llhen the Presicient1s 
children scir:-; it to having ''triedn - i.e ., possessed and/or purch a.sec - pot, 
sr-e we ,CfiOV to inc&rcetate them as an exnrr. ple? If not, v;hat enf o:-cE.­
r:-,ent do ·~.,:e- ndvocat e? These issues i1c.ve to be faced by comrnur:iti es 2.5 

t hey Bttempt to cJe aJ. v,; ith the anguish and aJ1xi etieS of teaching the yornr 
hcv; tc, cope 'i-\'i th the array of products - from cars to ,ecords, to ske, tc­
boards to drug-s - so am ply available. 

Decri minalizati on was the reluctant aJ1SV,'er of the verv conserva tive 
Schaeffer Commission - coupled with discouragement cl use. rve no 
obj ection - if rill ·wish to pay the price - to the use of criminal senctions 1 

but the isst.:cs of disregarded laws, of selective p1osecution (and corrui:;­
tion), invasion of pr ivacy, etc., have to be faC..'ed. 

So nll of us V>'ho hoDe use is crec1i blv discourn r ed (&nd those of us who have ... .... ~ 

t o deal with CP..s uD..l tieS &ie sr;-,ongst then), P...s ',':ell as th-ose of us who know 
that decent k jds may be a t ris~~ f or cri minal r-eco:-ds end sanctions! cannot 
credi bly 2sk for ri s;z-free so]utio.:'s . Neither science nor the law (or non­
law) will pr-c,vicie a.11 errsy answ er to s.n um·n1..ntec dil emm a. 

Thus my own preference is for @ emphe.sis on whut sound growth and 
development require (and that in dudes an environment in v; hkh laws are 
fairly enforced - or if unfairly enfo::-ced, all - parents and ~jds:... are willing 
to accept the cons equences on behalf of the brct::der e-ood). 

Bet.veen Draconir--n laws and r,iisdemeanoi:-, bet '..'.'een unwErranted intrusions 
of search and seizure and simple fines for possessi on, I'd opt for the letter, 
given current realities . But policy to·ward sanctions on supply and 
distrib'Jtion 1 and the threshold - if any - for jdentifying major and minoi 
offenses - also· need to be dealt with. In opting for dec:riminelize.tion, I 
would not advocAte it as a ·pressing issue. But any who dismiss it must 
logically t ake some dternative position rather tban v:ishfully dism iss or 
divert the is.sue. Suci1 r-Jternetive position crrn be !70t to GeHl wi th the legal 
issues, but to focus on ac tions and .s tti tudes diseouragi.ng tLse. The point is 
t h.a t a range of-options must be consider-ea f or policy, Rnd each has benefits 
End eosts. 

Thos e who ad·v c,cnte c:E-cr- i rn i f1EJi:.-::2tion n-,s_y have to free the cos ts of 
El ~-,pearinr~ to t;i\·i .:--1ize tl !t 1n o;--n l l!..~.sue.s, r1nd those \·..,,· ho 6dvoea te [ir2.cc•nlan 
lc:.,:._;s ;;~e.y ~ici VE' to fo.c:e t he issue of prof>CJrt10n, v-.!" illingness tc suffer the 
consequences , Eind to protect or to e.brogote civil rights . But if the topic is 
- " " t b •• c-1 ·t· • •• .,, . • ,.. • c.:. t a.u ... o ic c1se::usse=-· , sorne pos1 ... 1or: 1s mor e c1g·rni"1ec LD-~n mere cnrp1n g1:1t 
eny posi tion. Thus I c:a.nnot ·wish &hay ,d,e.t I do not Hke, t..r. d I be:1icv,3 Uiet 
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the true emphasis of the Scrweffer Commission is still vslid: let 1s shift our 
er:1phBsis to lhe major problem, discourage suppiy and emphasize crimihal 
sanctions or m easuTes for suppliers a.nd distributors. Thul may not be 
ri ght, but all in all it best balances, in m y vi ew, ar;i ongst thoroughly 
unp)e~ssrit e.1terns tives . 

! k.11ow of no easy s.nsv.'er - ] east of'all one corning from sci er1ce. fr; y regret 
has been that the cor,1petencies of p2.rents B.nd peer groups to deal with the 
proposition that it's good to be stoned and drunk has been so cii ::;t ra cted by 2 

number of related, but not cen t rr::..l iss ues. 1 en close a vie;;-: f rorr e ti;;:e o f 
similar intensity and ant,._;ish e. oec:e de ego, E:nd rrn not plc1:.sed the issue 
seems to hsvE: to r ecur with e:ad , generation of pa.rents. Thus I w ish you 
,-.: ell in your efforts to ci seourage use which, I thirJ:, if credibly done, best 
serves all. 

DXF /jfp 
Enclosures 

Sinc<=.rel_J-1 , 

Daniel X. Freedman} M .D. 
Pr-of essor and Chairman 
Department of Psychiatry 
University of Chicego 
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DRUG-FREE YOUTH THRU DRUG EDUCATION 

FAMILIES INACTION 
SUITE 300, 3845 NORTH DRUID HILLS ROAD , DECATUR GA 30033, TELEPHONE 404-325-5799 

Carlton E. Turner , Ph . D. 
Director 
Drug Abuse Policy Office 
The White House 
Washington , D. C. 20500 

Dear Carlton ,. 

August 13 , 1982 

I thought you ' d be pleased to see the enclosed . The 
coalition document , of which I 'm proudest , will go to all 
candidates who survive the primaries . We will make a very 
b ig deal out of who pays most attention to our document . 

Under separ ate cover , I am returning the draft of the 
Strategy . I called in my comments but Jody asked for the 
"real thing " as well to keep a paper trail . You ' ve done a 
good job . Where did Gary Sidler get t he China stuff? If 
you already haven ' t please send him an advance copy and 
give him a chance to re t ract -- he ' s turning into more and 
more of an ally . 

Keep you chin up and let me know what you think of the 
DRUG ABUSE UPDATE . I ' m really eager to hear your comments . 

SR:jpg 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

Sue Rusche 
Ex ecutive Director 



D. Enact legislation to: 
1. Establish "bottle tax" to provide alcohol, mari­

juana and other drug prevention, treatment, and 
law enforcement programs 

2. Mandate all group insurance policies to pay for 
alcohol, marijuana and other drug treatment 

3. To permit the seizure of assets obtained with 
illicit drug profits and to use those funds for 
alcohol, marijuana and other drug prevention, 
treatment, and law enforcement programs 
(DEA Model Civil Forfeiture Act; see attached) 

4. Provide stricter penalties for drug trafficking 
5. Raise drinking age to 21 
6. Require warning labels on alcoholic beverages 

telling of adverse effects 
7. Strengthen penalties for driving under the influ­

ence: 
a. No charge reductions. First offense should be 

handled administratively if breathalyzer is .10 
or above and include mandatory: 
1) Fine 
2) 60-day suspension of license 
3) DUI Schoo 1 
4) Evaluation/treatment if called for 
5) . Community service in hospital emergency room 

b. Second offense mandatory: 
1) Fine 
2) Jail term or treatment 
3) 1 year suspension of license 

c. Judges should have little or no discretion in 
sentencing persons convicted of DUI 

d. Drug screenings similar to alcohol tests for DUI 
offenders 



GEORGIA TASK FORCE ON ALCOHOL, MARIJUANA, AND OTHER DRUGS 
BRIEFING PAPER FOR GUBERNATORIAL CANDIDATES 

Representatives from the groups listed below formed the Georgia 
Task Force on Alcohol, Marijuana, and Other Drugs to make· the follow­
ing recommendations to the next Governor of Georgia: 

I. That the Governor include on his staff a Director of 
Alcohol, Marijuana and Other Drug Policy 

II. That the Governor appoint a Commission of private citizens 
and public officials to stimulate alcohol, marijuana and 
other drug prevention, education, intervention, treatment, 
and law enforcement activities in the State of Georgia 

III. That the Governor, his Director of Alcohol, Marijuana and 
Other Drug Policy, and the Commission then take the follow­
ing actions: 

A. Establish and fund a statewide Prevention/Education 
Program which teaches the health consequences of alcohol, 
marijuana and other drug use and direct it to: 
1. Students--K through 12, colleges, universities 
2. Parents 
3. Teachers 
4. Health professionals 
5. Government officials 
6. Media 

B. Expand treatment services 
1. Increase funding for alcohol, marijuana and other 

drug-free treatment programs 
a. For adolescents 
b. For adults 
c. For families 

2. Complete the funding of the Uniform Alcoholism Act 
3. Encourage cooperation between public and private 

treatment facilities 

c. Increase law enforcement efforts 
1. Increase use of undercover agents in schools 
2. Request of the President a Federal Narcotics Task 

Force in Georgia similar to "Operation Florida" 
3. Increase resources of Georgia Bureau of Investi­

gation 
4. Establish Regional Drug Enforcement Task Forces 

composed of local and state enforcement personnel 
under supervision of Georgia Bureau of Investigation 



24. Fayette County Concerned Parents 

25. Forest Park Dept. of Public Safety/Police Division 

26. Fulton County Police Department 

27. Georgia Alcohol and Drug Associates 

28. Georgia Citizens Council on Alcoholism 

29. Georgia Mental Health Institute/Alcohol & Drug Service 

30. Georgia Psychological Assoc./Substance Abuse Committee 

31. Georgia Regional Hospital/Atlanta 

32. Henderson Community Families in Action 

33. The Link Counseling Center 

34. MAAD - Atlanta Chapter 

35. Marietta Police Department 

36. Mercer University, School of Pharmacy 

37. Metro Atlanta Crime Commission 

38. Metropolitan Atlanta Council on Alcohol and Drugs 

39. New Freedom Lodge 

40. North DeKalb Family & Children's Clinic 

41. North Fulton PTA Council 

42. Odyssey Counseling Center 

43. Parents and Kids (PAC) 

44. Peachford Hospital 

45. PRIDE 

46. Psychiatric Institute of Atlanta 

47. PTA Drug Education/Marietta Junior High 

48. Reality House 

49. Resources & Information on Drugs {RID), Douglas County 



GEORGIA TASK FORCE ON ALCOHOL, MARIJUANA, AND OTHER DRUGS 

Atlanta Regional Commission 
Mr. A. B. Padgett 
Convenor 

1. ACTION 

2. A & D Section/Dept. of Human Resources 

3. Atlanta Junior League-GATE Program 

4. Brawner Recovery Center 

5. Bridge Family Center 

6. CASCADE 

7. Care Unit 

8. Church Women United 

9. City of Atlanta Police Dept. 

10. Clayton County Board of Education 

11. Clayton County Police Department 

12. Clayton Mental Health 

13. Cobb County Police Department 

14. Cobb County Public Schools 

15. Cobb County Sheriff's Dept . 

16. DeKalb Addicition Center 

17. DeKalb County Department of Public Safety 

180 DeKalb County PTA Council 

19. DeKalb County Sheriff's Dept. 

20. Douglas County Boar d of Education 

21. Douglas County PTA Council 

22. Dunwoody Families in Action 

23 0 Families in Action , Inc . 



GA Task Force on Alcohol , 
Marijuana and Other Drugs 

50. Ridgeview Institute 

51. Rockdale House 

52. Rockdale Mental Health 

53. Salvation Army/Adult . Rehab. Center 

54. Salvation Army-Red Shield Services 

55. S. Cobb/Douglas Mental Health 

56. s. DeKalb Alcohol & Drug Program 

57. Southside Treatment Center 

58. St. Jude's House 

59. State Drugs & Narcotics Agency 

60. Stone Mountain Families in Action 

61. Straight, Inc. 

62. Third Ear Alcohol Rehabilitation Program 

63. Tucker Families in Action 

64. Unified Parents of America 

65. United Way 

66. Woodward Academy 



PRESS CONFERENCE 
July 1, 1982 
9:30 A. M. 

Campaign Headquarters: 3368 Peachtree Rd ., N.E. 
P.O . Box 18875 • Atlanta, Georgia 30326 • 404/237-2112 

REMARKS OF NORMAN UNDERWOOD 

ATLANTA - Drug abuse and drug trafficking are two sides 

of a single threat to the well-being of our State. They are 

the demand and supply sides of an economic equation of misery, 

crime, and death. I have three children, and I share the 

concern that was expressed to me in every corner of the State 

during my 159 County Tour. The problem is not white or black, 

rural or urban. It affects Georgians wherever they live, 

whatever their race. It is time for the Governor to take a 

stand against the threat to our young people, our families, our 

schools, and our community. 

The demand side of the equation is revealed in a few truly 

alarming statistics. Three-fifths of American high school 

seniors have used marijuana, and one-third of children ages 

12-17 have tried it at least once. Cocaine use among high 

school seniors has almost doubled in five years. 72% of 

high school seniors have stated that they are regular alcohol 

users. New medical studies are rapidly being published which 

show the health dangers of indiscriminate use of illegal drugs. 

Paid for by Norman Underwood Campaign Committee, Ra lph Edwards, Chai rman, 3340 Peachtree Rd ., Atlanta, 30326; Tom Cordy, Vice-Chairman, 
463 Plum St., NW, At lanta , 30313; Fred Taylor, Treasurer, P.O. Box 1156, Albany, 31702 ~ . 
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Fo.llowing the conference, I wi 11 appoint a Governor's Drug 

Abuse Task Force composed of concerned citizens, professionals, 

parents, and educators. The Task Force's mission will be to 

design a model drug education program to help local school 

systems teach our children about the facts of drug abuse. I 

will ask that special attention be given to the establi~hment 

of community-based drug treatment centers with special family 

oriented programs for teenagers. 

Most importantly, I will use the Governor's office to convey 

the urgency of the problem to the people of Georgia, and to 

provide the glue to hold this community effort together. I 

will personally take the lead in a media blitz concerning drug 

education. Through television, radio, and newspapers, I will 

publicize the facts of the problem, and the necessity for 

parental and community involvement in the solution. I will ask 

all high school principals in the state to develop drug 

education programs for their schools, based on the model 

program drawn up by the Governor's Task Force. I will urge 

communities to set up drug information centers, along the lines 

of · the extensive library established in DeKalb County by 

Families in Action. 

I will attack the supply of drugs by opposing legalization 

of any currently illegal drug. I will support the enforcement 

of the Georgia anti-drug paraphernalia law to the fullest 

extent possible under the state and federal Constitutions. 
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Following the conference, I will appoint a Governor's Drug 

Abuse Task Force composed of concerned citizens, professionals, 

parents, and educators. The Task Force's mission will be to 

design a model drug education program to help local school 

systems teach our children about the facts of drug abuse. I 

will ask that special attention be given to the establishment 

of community- based drug treatment centers with special family 

oriented programs for teena gers. 

Most importantly, I will use the Governor's office to convey 

the urgency of the problem to the people of Georgia, and to 

provide the glue to hold this community effort together. I 

will personally take the lead in a media blitz concerning drug 

education. Through television, radio, and newspapers, I will 

publicize the facts of the problem, and the necessity for 

parental and community involvement in the solution. I will ask 

all high school principals in the state to develop drug 

education programs for their schools, based on the model 

program drawn up by the Governor's Task Force. I will urge 

communities to set up drug information centers, along the lines 

of the extensive library established in DeKalb County by 

Families in Action. 

I will attack the supply of drugs by opposing legalization 

of any currently illegal drug. I will support the enforcement 

of the Georgia anti-drug par aphernalia law to the fullest 

e x tent possible under the state and federal Constitutions. 
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I will work with the General Assembly to pass a law that wi~l -

penalize those who traffic in illegal drugs by forcing them to 

forfeit profits made on the sale of the illegal drugs. This 

law would be similar to the Federal Civil Forfeiture of Drug 

Profits Act, which provides for the forfeiture of money a nd 

other asset s of drug dealers. The level of proof required in 

these civil forfeiture suits is significantly lower than the 

b e y o nd rea s onatle doubt stannard required in a criminal trial. 

The money raised by this fo r f e i t ure of illegal drug profits 

could pay for the state's increased role in drug education. 

There is no simple solution to the drug abuse problem. If 

an adult is determined and resourceful, no society which values 

freedom and individual liberty as much as ours will long keep 

him from his goal of obtaining and using harmful and illegal 

drugs. But we must not accept that goal as a necessary part 

of growing up in America. We need to pass a social judgment 

that drug abuse is wrong for our children and we will not 

tolerate it. We need to break the criminal that suppl ies t he 

drug and the immature and mistaken state of mind that demands 

it. To t he e x tent that we can do that, we free our children 

fr om a terrible oppression. The time is now. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

Terry L. Wells (404) 237-2112 



THE FRO,~TER & G AM BLE COMPP,NY 

Celeste F. Wallace 
Trademark Chairman, Families In Action 
1514 Sagewood Circle 
Stone Mountain, Georg ia 30083 

Re: COMET "stash can" 

Dear Ms. Wallace: 

January 11, 1985 

Your letter of December 17, 1984, has been referred to me for response. 

Procter & Gamble has not given permission for any company to use the COMET can 
as a "stash can." Furthermore, we have protested the subject use of the COMET 
can to the California comp any i n question and we are studying further possible 
action. 

Thank you for your inquiry . 

LLL:mls 
0921E 

Very truly yours, 

/ ),,,7 , ;' 
' -- '/ ,-.,,.__..;~-~ 
/ / { ,. 

L. L. Lorance 
Counsel -- Trademark Section 



Dec. 29, 1984 

Brookstonc Con1pany 
\ ', i~.1 / .1 • p ·1 i{, ,;H i 

P l'!l.. tbo11lll.i. ', h . ~,h v . I L11n1~" hll' \. f J ) I -, • .,_ 

,t,:J ~= \J_' l 7 : "I! 

Ms. Celeste F. Wallace 
1514 Sagewood Circle 
Stone Mountain, Ga. 300 83 

Dear Ms. Wallace: 

Thank you for your suggestion. 

Your recornrr,endation is being sent to the proper department 
head for evaluation. 

We appreciate your taking the time to write us, as many 
times our customers' suggestions lead to bette r products and 
services for everyone. 

Thank you again and we look forward to serving you in the 
future. 

Sincerely, 

/
-/ / 

! 

I 
! ,, 

Customer Service 
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THE WHITE HO U SE 

WAS HI NGTON 

June 7, 1984 

Dear Mr. Hawks and Mr. Peters: 

Thank you for your follow up letter of May 
18 regarding our meeting. 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts and 
ideas with me. 

Best regards, 

Sincerely, 

Carlton E. Turner, Ph.D. 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Drug Abuse Policy 

Mr. Doug Hawks 
Mr. Tom Peters 
Families in Action 
3845 North Druid Hills Road, Ste. 300 
Decatur, Georgia 30033 



THE WHITE HO USE 

Dear Dick: 

WASHINGTON 

June 7, 1984 

It sure was great to see you again. Keep 
those DEA boys in New Orleans straight and 
the same goes for Winthrop-Breon! 

Best regards, 

Sincerely, 

Carlton E. Turner, Ph.D. 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Drug Abuse Policy 

Dr. Dick Garey 
c/o Tulane University 
6823 St. Charles Avenue 
New Orleans, Louisiana 



ANDREW GOWERS 

FINANCIAL TIMES 

Bracken House Cannon Street London EC4P 4BY 01-248 8000 Telex: 8954871 

SAL J. RUBl~O. R.Ph. 
Managm • Professional Serv~es 

90 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 
212-907-2525 

(Wnlhn1p6reon] 
Winthrop-Breon Laboratories 
New York, New York 

.. 



'2,'2. Mt-.i 'iS 
DRUG -FREE YOUTH THRU DRUG EDUCATION 

FAMILIES IN ACTION 
SUITE 300, 3845 NORTH DR UID HILLS ROAD, DECATUR GA 30033, TELEPH ON E 404-325-5799 

Dr. Carlton Turner 18 May 1984 
Special Assistant to the President 
Office of Drug Abuse Policy 
The White House 
Washington D.C. 20500 

Dear Dr. Turner, 

We all want you to know how much 
taking the time to see us Wednesday. 
was extremely helpful in clarifying a 

we appreciate your 
We feel the meeting 
number of points. 

Biff Wilson, our vice president of fundraising, and 
Sue Rusche especially want you to know how grateful they 
are, as are we, for your offer to identify individuals in 
the private sector to help us raise funds for and support 
the work of the Families in Action National Drug Information 
Center. I know we can ditto that for Dean Radtke and Carla 
Lowe , who apprec i ates the efforts you have already made in 
behalf of Californians for Drug-Free Youth. 

While we understand the Reagan Administration's policy 
of no federal funding for individual parent groups, we also 
understand there is no objection to federal funding for pro­
grammatic projects. 

We want you to know that we are giving careful consider­
ation to ways we might assist the state parent group net­
working organizations to become financially self-sufficient. 
As we develop such methods we would like to be able to seek 
your advice and assistance in this effort. 

We also want you to know that we have contacted Senator 
Mattingly's office today and requested a copy of legislation 
that mandated 20 percent of block grant drug and alcohol funds 
to prevention. We plan to visit our governor for advice on 
how we can make that work for us in Georgia. 

Sue will continue to highlight special drug abuse reduc­
tion projects the Administration undertakes or sponsors in 



her newspaper column from time to time. We all want you to know 
we stand ready to help you in any way we can in your efforts to 
reduce drug abuse in the United States and throughout the world 
in behalf of the President. If the services of our Information 
Center or if our publication, Drug Abuse Update, can assist you 
in any way, please do not hesitate to let us know. 

Biff Wilson will be speaking to Senator Mattingly next week. 
After that the three of us (Biff, Torn and Doug) would like to 
arrange a conference call with you to discuss what our next steps 
should be in seeking funding. 

It was good to meet you after having heard so much about 
you from Sue and the staff. Thank you again for meeting with 
us. 

Sincerely, 

U'li 1 JA1,ri1J 
Doug Hawks 
Chairman of the 
Advisory Board 

Torn Peters 
President of the Board 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM : 

SUBJECT: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATION 

Washiniton, D.C. 20503 

DANJfL LEONARD 
,/ f/vn,1,,,(/{ e,L W ,/k vtA,d t/ l/ '­
'firsula H. Pears¢1 
Director, Financial Management Division 

Outstanding Travel Advance 

Attached is a copy of your travel voucher number XD3D25 
The advance you were given for this trip exceeded your 
entitlement in the amount of$ 80.00 Please attach your 
personal check to this letter and forward to: 

Financial Management Division 
Room 4005 NEOB 

The check should be made payable to: 

Treasurer of the United States 

The Federal Claims Collection Act of 1966 (80 Stat. 309), and the 
Federal Claims Collection Standards (4 CFR 101-105) requires that 
if your payment of this amount is not received in this office 
by 7/6/84 , a finance charge of 9 percent 
has to be assessed on the unpaid balance. 

If you have any questions regarding this, please contact the 
Travel Office on 395-7246. 
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