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Keebler Company , One Hollow Tree Lane Elmhurst, Illinois 60126 312/833-2900 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: 

David F. Mishur, Keebler Company 
(312) 833-2900, or 

Karin Lippert, DC Comics Inc. 
(212) 484-2900 

THE KEEBLER COMPANY AND DC COMICS INC. JOIN THE 

PRESIDENT'S EDUCATION PROGRAM FOR DRUG AWARENESS 

The White House/Private Sector Program to Combat Drug Abuse 
Is Launched with a New Teen Titans Comic Book--titled, "Plague!" 

Washington, D.C. (April 25, 1983)--A drug free future for 

America's youth is the goal of an innovative educational program 

introduced today at a White House press conference. "Thanks to 

the efforts of the Keebler Company and DC Comics Inc., we have a 

unique opportunity to eliminate drug abuse in future generations 

of Americans ·;"said Dr. Carlton Turner, Special Assistant to the 

President for Drug Abuse Policy. 

"All across the country, parents, teachers, and children 

themselves are looking for ways to remove drug abuse from our 

society," said Dr. Turner. "The New Teen Titans program, devel­

oped by Keebler and DC in cooperation with the White House, is 

an excellent program to help youngsters in fourth grade become 

aware of the problems associated with -drug and alcohol abuse. 

Communicating the truth about drugs to user and potential user is 

one of the most effective weapons we have in the battle against 

drug abuse." 

-More-
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The New Teen Titans drug awareness program--a comic book 

dramatic story involving DC Super Heroes and the terrifying 

experiences of young drug users, a classroom poster, a teacher's 

guide and a certificate for students participating in the 

project--is introduced by a letter from the First Lady. Mrs. 

Reagan has repeatedly expressed her concer about the effect 

which America's drug epidemic has on the country's young 

people and ,joining the President,has committed her time and 

leadership to help. 

"Don't let anyone tell you that you can't be a hero," 

Mrs. Reagan wrote students. "You can--with the drug awareness 

comic book and educational materials'.:'-learn to _~be ..: a ·hero :.. ~!1 of 

the activities in the program lead-in with the Keebler Elf, 

Ernie, expressing the key points of the activity and its goal. 

The theme of the poster with Ernie and the Protector--a new 

character created for the drug awarness program--is "Be A Hero ... 

Stay Drug Free!" 

"We are proud to be a part of this very important program," 

Mr. Thomas M. Garvin, . President and Chief Executive Officer, 

said on behalf of the Keebler Company. "We are happy to lend 

our support to a program that is committed to solving a problem 

that has become epidemic among young people today." 

The New Teen Titans are currently the best-selling comic 

book published by DC Comics. The Titans are seven teenagers 

who have fought against the forces of evil both on Earth and 

across the universe. "Because the characters are youths who 

possess remarkable abilities they inspire the young readers of 

their adventures and act as role models," said Jenette Kahn, 

President and Publisher of DC. "This story--the "Plague!"--was 

written by Marv Wolfman, with art by the talented George Perez," 

she said, "and I can't think of anyone who could have written 

a more serious and compelling story." 

"I had no idea of the magnitude of the drug· abuse problem 

until I began to hear the experiences of these tortured kids at 
-a drug center meeting;" Marv Wolfman recalls, "I was extremely 

moved by their stories and am glad to have the opportunity to 

-More-
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do something meaningful about this national tragedy." 

"Keebler Company feels very strongly about young people; 

they are the future--the business and governmental leaders for 

the years ahead. It's only proper, therefore, that business 

and government should work together to combat this problem 

which has such grave implications for us both," stated Mr. 

Charles L. Shemely, Senior Vice-President, of the Keebler 

Company. 

"These two companies have demonstrated that the private 

sector and the public sector can work together to better serve 

the needs of our country," said Dr. Turner. "I believe that the 

program can influence large numbers of youngsters away from drug 

use--and create an awareness that young people have a right to a 

drug-free environment which does not interfere with their 

learning and growth." 

-30-

For further information, please contact: David F. Mishur, 

the Keebler Company, (312) 833-2900 or Karin Lippert, DC Comics 

Inc., (212) 484-2820. 

Ernie the Elf is a Trademark of the Keebler Company 1983. 

The New Teen Titans and The Protector are Trademarks of DC 

Comics Inc. 1983. 

#### 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release April 25, 1983 

PRIVATE SECTOR DRUG ABUSE AWARENESS PROGRAM 

Dr. Carlton Turner, Special Assistant to the President for 
Drug Abuse Policy, today announced the release of the first in 
a series of drug abuse awareness·comic books. Joining 
Dr. Turner were .representatives of DC Comics, a division 0£ 
Warner Communications, and The Keebler Company. 

DC Comics donated the talent and artwork for the comic books, 
and production was made possible by a grant from The Keebler 
Company. A million copies of the comic book pa'ckage are being 
mailed this month to elementary school's across the nation for 
distribution to fourth grades. Th_e Department of Edu.cation 
assu~ed mai_iing and di'~tribution responsibil~:ties. 

The comic book project is .part of a White House campaign to 
enlist the private sector in the national campaign against 
drug abuse. The Keebler Company and DC Comics sponsored the 
first comic book project for -the fourth grade; a similar 
project for fifth and sixth graders i~ being developed. The · 
fifth grade project is being sponsored by IBM, the National 
Federation of Parents for a Drug Free Youth, and DC Comics 
Inc. The sixth grade project is being made possible by th~ 
National Soft Drink Association and DC Comics. 

The First Lady wrote a letter to the students which has been 
included in each comic book. She also sent a letter to the 
principals of each school encouraging ~heir support of the 
program. 

A related project for the development of a drug abus.e 
awareness coloring book for kindergarten through third grades 
is also planned. 

Also joining in the announcement was Dr. Terry Borton, Editor­
in-Chief of the classroom publication The Weekly Reader. 
Dr. Borton released the findings of a readership poll from the 
fourth through twelfth grades. The poll, comprising responses 
from -500,000 school children, makes clear the case for early 
education in drug abuse awareness. The grade school_ children 
report peer pres~ure to try drugs and alcohol is evident as 
early as the fourth grade. · 



Dear Schodl Principal: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 1983 

In the past several years I have visited drug rehabilitation 
centers and prevention programs across the country to talk 
with as many young people as possible. What I have seen and 
heard is enough to make the strongest heart break. 

Never have I felt as compelled to do something about an 
issue as I feel now about the problem of drug use among our 
school-age children . . The children who are u~ing drugs are 
younger all the time. Drugs are taking away their hope, 
their promise, their spirit and, sometimes, even their 
lives. 

I am writing to you because we need your help in solving 
this terrifying problem. No one can do it alone. All of 
us -- educators, parents and students -- need to work 
together. 

Very soon you will receive a package of materials especially 
designed to help combat the drug problem. The package will 
contain clever comic books written on the subject, a clas~­
room poster, a teacher's guide and awards for students par­
ticipating in the project. 

These materials are designed with fourth-graders in mind. 
More than a million of the books will be available, but 
unfortunately, even this quantity cannot reach all of the 
fourth-graders in the nation. With your encouragement, we 
hope the students will share these materials with their 
classmates this spring or in the fall. 

I thank Secretary Bell, the Department of Education and the 
Association of Elementary and Secondary School Principals 
for their assistance and I commend the generous corporation5 
which provided the financial resources for this project. 

With educators, parents and students all working together, I 
am convinced we can make a difference and make possible a 
drug-free future for our youth. 

Sincerely, 

NANCY REAGAN 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Dear Friend: 

Don't let anyone tell you that you can't be 
a hero. You can--and you are about to learn 
how. 

Picture yourself in a battle. In fact, it 
is one of the most important battles our 
nation has ever fought. You are right in 
the center of combat. Sound incredible? 
It is all part of being a hero. 

Is this an imaginary battle? Not at all. 
Many young people are already in it and 
they would do .anything to be on the winning 
side. But they've learned about it too late. 

The battle is against drug abuse. Declare 
that you will stay drug-free. At any cost. 
You're guaranteed to win. And you'll be a 
hero--to your mother and father, family and 
friends, but most of all, to yourself. 

There's a lot more to it and you'll learn 
about it as you go along. The President 
feels as strongly as I do about winning 
this battle. His Drug Awareness Campaign 
put this material together and generous 
corporations paid for it. It was done 
especially for you. We hope you will give 
being a hero your very best effort. 

Sincerely, 



WEEKL V READER 
Editorial Offitjes: 245 Long Hill Road. Middletown. Co~necticut 06457 Tel:(203)347-7251 

For Release: 
April 25, 1983 

PRESSURE TO TRY DRUGS, ALCOHOL 

STARTS IN EARLY GRADES, SURVEY SHOWS 

MIDDLETOWN, Conn., April 25--Grade school children report substantial 
. . 

pee.r pressure to try drugs. and alcohol as early as fourth grade, according 
to a survey of U.S. schoolchildren by the classroom publication .!i_eet~_ly_ B,~aCe_.!::'_. 

The readership poll, said to be the first major national survey of young 
cliildren on the subject of drugs and alcohol, was distributed to 3.7 million 
students in grades four through twelve. •Five hundred thousand children 

rl ' respondea. 
A random sample representing about 100,000 students was selected from 

the responses, analyzed, and then weighted to adjust for the U.S. population 
distributfon . 

The results show that in grades four and five children receive their 
education about the dangers of drugs and drinking about equally from family 
~nd movies/television. Not until grade six does school become an equal 
source of information, and not until grade seven does school become the 
major source. 

And yet, as early as fourth grade about 25 percent say that children in 
their age-group feel "some" to !la lot" of peer pressure to try beer, wine, 
liquor, or marijuana. By the time they are in seventh grade, about 60 percent 
feel p_ressure to t _ry alcohol; and about 50 percent, to try marijuana. 

The motivation for trying drugs and liquor in the lower grades appeared 
to be a desire to 11 foel older"; and then as the children progressed through 
the midd1e grades, to 11 fit in with other kids"; and finally i·n grades nine 
through t\velve, 11 to have a ~iood time." 

(More) 
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Press Release! - 2 - April 25, 1983 
I About 75 , percent of children in fourth grade . saw 11 some" or 11 great 11 risk 

posed to chil~ren their age who had one alcoholic drink or smoked one marijuana 
cigarette daily, while about 20 percent saw 11 no risk." The percentage seeing 
11 some 11 or "great" risk for daily use of alcohol or marijuana rose slightly 
from fourth t6 seventh grade, and then dropped slightly in high school. 

Another significant fin~ing was the schoolchildren 1 s beliefs concerning 
experiments with hard drugs by their peers. In grade four, about 50 percent 

, . 

of the students estimated that no "kids your age" in "your town or city11 had tried 
cocaine~ and about 60 percent said that no students had tried angel dust or LSD. 

Dr. Terry Borton, editor in chief of ~!eekly Reader periodicals, stressed 
that "students are reporting on what they believe to be happening generally 
and not on their own behavior. Other studies have shown that actual use of 
these drugs is not this high, even among high school seniors. But the fact 
that young students think drug use is so common is in itseH cause for concern·, 
since our survey also shows that many kids use drugs to 'fit in. 111 

The Weekly Reader survey was done in cooperation with: 
The t~hite House Office of Policy Development, Drug Abuse Policy Office; 
The Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental Health Administration; 
The Johnson ·Institute; 
The National Federation of Parents for Drug-Free Youth; and 
The National Institute of Drug Abuse. 

Weekly Reader periodicals are published by Xerox Education Publications, a 
unit of Xerox Corporation. 

X X X 

For Further Information: 
Dr. Terry Borton, Editor in Chief · 
Xerox Education Publications 
Middletown, CT 06457 
(203) 347-7251, Ext. 2211 

X 
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W ASIDNGTON (AP) -
"Skree! Blam! Foom!" 
The White House pre­
sents a special luue of 
"The New Teen 
Titans," a comic book 
about super-heroes who. 
vanquish drug abuse. 

The comic book, pro­
duced by DC Comics of 
New York and under• 
written by the Keebler 
Co., was unveiled yeti• 
terday as a new tool to 
help prevent drug use 
amoni fourth-,r;raders. 

In a oov• letter, Nancy 
Reagan tells youngsters: -. 
"Don't let anyone tell 
you that you can't be a 
hero . . . Declare that 
you will stay drug-free. 
At any cost. And you'll 
be a hero - to your 
mother and father, 
family and friends, but 
m08t of all, to younelf." 

The comic book ls built 
around the heroic ex­
ploits of 'The New Teen 
Titans" characteffl. A 
new character called 
'The Protector," a trou­
bled teenager uying to 
atone for bis drug-ridden • 
put, was created espe­
clally for this lallue entl­
Ued "Pla1rue. .. 

"He died! That's not 
FAIR! Nobody should 
die that young!" cries the 
character Starflre alter 
a young boy overdosea . 

Though the Titans -
seven teenagers who 
fight evil across the 
universe - never actu­
ally tell youngsters 
that drugs are bad, 
most eventually see the 
light for themselves 
after a great deal of 
turmoil. 

The comic book Is being 
distributed by the 
Education Dept. to an 
estimated one million 
fourth-graders In 35,000 
11chools. That amounts 
to about 40 per cent of 
the nation's fourth• 
graders. 

The la.st page conialns a 
pledge for students &o 
sign: "I declare that I 
am aware of the danger­
ous effects of drugi;. I 
am responsible for my­
eelf !lDd will neve,r ~ 

. any UDlawfuJ dtug.'! • ~"1t' -
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THE WASHINGTON ~OST 

• lbw to Drugs! 
Teen Titans 
To the Rescue! 

£ . I • 

~ashingtou'Ways. 

First Lady's Crusade 
Hits the Comic Books 

,, _: ~ . 

·And the Classrooms 
By l>Qnnie.R.adcl1ff e 

• What's Nanoy Reagan doing with a half­
dozen characters who ®und as if tbeyre fugi• 
tives ;from a comic book? Names like The 
Changeling {Shape-Shifter Supreme), Cyborg 
(Half Man/Half Robot), Raven (Mysterious 
Empath), 'llfle Protector • (Fighting Fury}; 
Speedy (the Battling Bowman), Statfire (Alien . 
Powerhouse) and Wonder Girl (the Amazing 
Amazon)? . 
• Wbat she's doing, as the White House an­
nQUnced ~~~y. • is taking her drug-abuse 
,~de to fuurth0grade classrooms in 35,000 
Sdl.OOli! around the country. And what b¢ter 
wav tp do it than with that oft-scorned and 
som~timw viole>Jt chronicle of childhood &n• 
tasies, the oomic book? . 
, . "Don't let anyone tell you that you ean't he a 
·Mio," Mrs. Reagan writes in ''The New Teen 
• Titans," ~\ DC C-Omies Inc. publication under­
tmtten:W' .. !(eebler.. . . c::o. and unveile~ yESterday 
by thee Wtil~ House. "You can--and you are 
~ut ti) l~n how. Picture yourself bi battle. 

. ,{nfuct, it,is l'.IJl,e of the most fo.ipottant ' 
. batt)e1hmr; •. ..· .. , hi$ ~~ fought." 

) WAYS, BJ3. Col. 3 

COPY 
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WAYS. From Bl 

Protector, Speedy~ Starlir-e and 
the others were <,niy part 0£ ~ge 
introduced as The Preside~t'.s . Drug 
Awa1eness Campaign by the White 
Hotise: Office ·of Drug Ahu:se P-Ollcy, 
the Department of Education and a 
hal.f•d~ other groups and oompa­
n1€EI. 
. The other part was wf)at some at 

the news oonference ~sterday hai!ed 
as the fi:rst'national survey of school­
age ehlldren on what they thinkand 
know nh<1~ dw.ga and akohol. Con­
ducted this winter by th~· cl!lSSf{}QtU 
publication Weekly Reader, the sur­
vey repre.'!Elnts a random sample of, 
about .100,000 students. out of 
500i000 reapanding rn Grades 4 
through 12. The .reaults wer-e l!lna• 
lyzed and weighted to adjust for U.:S. 
population distribution. In addition 
to other find.in~, .it revealed that 
among fourth graders: 

• Some feel significant pressures 
to u$e , drugs and alcohol (25 per· . 
.cent); . . .. 
• • • ,Maay perceive moviastl'V (36 
percent) and family {34 percent) as 

· principal sourees of informatii:m. on 
alcohol and drugs; 

• Most perceive a significant tj.sk 
Jn .. yst ... ·11t ...... <?n··.· ~ of .. the other ~!. th. e -~ ('ltt,er~~ •••• • 

• .. So.me. think .. . ~~. -
~ -to <(feet ... . . ~ 
ceiU► or. ~ h (SI ~t) with 
other ~ · ~ tfatl.~ ~R~ 
tages say they think kids use alcohol 
for the same reasons. 

"The s~t~y breaks new 3round 
for us al:lout attitudes <m • drug 
abuse/' .said Carlton Turner1 the 
prosidenVa ¥idviser on drug abuse 
polfoy, whose office \VOrked with 
Weekly Reader m developing the 
survey. "We knew ·d1•ug education 
was necessary. but we didn't lut6w at 
what age." 
• Terry Bortob, editor in chief of 

Weekly Reader, said his own convi.c~ 
tkm, after studying the survey, was 
that "we need to go below the fourth 
grade" to ascertain attitudes of even 
yooogm· ehildren, 
. "Dt\l38 and drug peddling are big 
business in Amerieai a $79 , billion 
retail . e~ea~· that exceeds ltbe an• 
mtal incomeJ of every {1& company 
except Exxon/' said ~tary of Ed­
ucation Tm-el H. &tl. His office is 
involved in distributing the comic 
bo~ wb~ went out ye$t~day to 
$ ~® school$. • 

The Sllrvey did not ask how i:pany 
fourth•graden.; use drugs or alcohol 
J>eca~ infurmation was • (:,Oiletted 

T1,1~s. ~1 Ap;i:-:p 26, .19_83 :f?g ~ 2 of 2 

through ·classroom teachers. 'We: did 
not f~ we could ask thetn oo tell 
their teachers," said Bortoo. 
•• Torner said that other informa­

tion; ho\'ii&'Ve't'j shows" that the aver­
age age · of a fust•titne '\.18er ta 13, 
"but there are a lot below and a Int 
above." 

Turner's ·office came up with the 
idea for the comic book last witit&r, 
then approached several publishers, 
includfug -DC Comicg, Althmigh DC 
Comics had already started a similar 
commercial project, acoording to 
Tunler, it expressed a desire to par­
~icipate. He said Keebler "~ to 
underwrite the project. There will • be 
other oomie books OOll'fing• out in .tb.e 
tall, with other corporate badcets, 
Turoor said. • 

"tt: will be the first time we will 
ever haw .had a me-0hanism where 
we can foHow the trends from the 
fourth grade. up," Turner said. 

He said statistie$ show that each 
comic book is reread sbc time11 by tlte 
child before it is passed along and 
ultimately r{lad by six other children . 

.. . CttuJn o:L Shemely: ~bier's 
~ · ·~ president, said .east bid' 
iiot heen a cooskleratum for getting 
·fi:nij.·' ~ ~-.,~ . ~ey •·~.~ 
pn.W~~ _. ~~ 
retary, Sheila Taw, that she was 
gfo.d to see ''a coo~ative etl'o1t'1 be­
tween Koobler and har husband's 
Drug Policy office. 

Mrs. Reagan also lill:ed the comic 
book ("anotl:rer · good ·toQl, like 
'Diffrent Strokes,' ,, a TV show· in 
which she appeared}. The book in• 
eludes a {'Pedaration~ for young 
readers to sign and teU why they 
want to·oo a "titan" in the drug war~ 
Acoompanying the _hookt,in mat:erial 
for teacl:rers, is a "'certi&ate of her­
oismff superimposed over a drawing 
or the .White House, with a facslrnile 
of Mrs; Reagan's autograph, ·~ • 

Jenette Kahn, president and 
publisher qf DC Comics, sald:· the 
comic book was aimed at non-drug 
users in the fourth grade because-'"'it 
would be naive of us ·t,o think . that 
with a tea-Ober and a oomic bootfwe 
could get heavy users off drugs..,..; 

l3'fo.:> ' . 

When com.edian Mark Ruu:en 
an« .Nancy .&agan sat .next to .·ea~ 
othar at the head ~ble. ~da, 
night at the White House Cor~f 
spoodents Diru1m-. what were th~ 
talking abo~? . 
~. according to spo~ome1,1 

for both RW$ll!'lll and Mrs. Reagaii. 
'l'he first laclv gave him a com~ 
rundown on h&r .ntti•drug. abuse '.elt. 
fortstqdate, • 
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DRUG-CONIC ~ 
WRSHlfffffON (RP> -- Ht AM EFFORT. T-0 EDUCATE STUDENTS AIQUT DRUGS, 

THE ,WHITE HOUSE TODAV Urt!J.f:ltEIJ A CONIC BOOK ENTI LED ''THE NEW TEEN 
Tl TUsn· THAT WILL IE B1STR i itffE) T-0 FOURTH GRRitERS RROUND TH€ HfH ON. 

THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT lS SENitHtG COPI ES Of i Hf CONlC BOOK ro 
35i0i@ e:· EAENTARY SCHOOLS .. THE C(tNlt -IS f;C:COMPfUH-£» i't R COtJER lETTER 
FiOK F lST LADY tiAHCY REAGRH URGltiG S1trnEN1S TO BECOME HE::ROS H j HE 
f H1Ht 8GffINST DRUGS. 

''"llOrP l£1 ftH'fONE TELL ,·ou THAT YOU (: ff'fi' i RE fi HERO,'' SHE WR JTE,S ' • 

Hi THE LiTTER .. n ; ECLARE THAT \'OU '• Jtl STAY D., iJG-""REE" A ANY COST. -
YOi.PRE GtH~-RRNTEED TO WI'1' .. AffD Y(il.P i..L -BE A HERO -- T(t. 'fOl.iR MO ,HtR RN ff 
FATH .x, fRNl L y RND FRIENDS, !Ul Nos- OF ~LL ,. TO 'iO'tRSELF ·'' 

tNE BOOK wns DE!JELOPED JY 11c cort~cs 1~c . ~ OF t.t_EW 'iOJU{, w1 
IJ THE 

COSTS .PICKED" UP BY THE KE[B' ER c:o. 7H.: PRttJECT wnS. SU!)ERYISEi :SY 
CARlTO;' TURNER, SP.EC!RL ASSI S. TAUT 10 PR ES1 iEi'-;- REAGAN FOR DRUG ABUSE 





The Washington Post Tuesday , ..;\p,_ril 26 ~ 19.83 

F~ting the 'Plague' 
Thfobgh 'lht~ Justice 
Aud· the' American Way 

II, · Rich:aril, [forrin,1ton 
Jt t)}(ly tx;:leStuic ~ :nu_t tn~ kids i1'sidti 

td} . wir sti)rir BynahOlHHyle: ;PHi, I'm A 
-J1rn ,,. IHl l r- 11 12' v ar. oltl. I'v~ taken 
f .. ,h l.1 ~\ , ii, D , ldid, ~ne, downellf M9. 

. . .. . .f.@i'. ·.hoon -~ ,thettt (~ tht~ 
. Mr ,. h • Juan. he. wa tbe: one 'Wh\; 

sfa~·m$ lSi ,; -~-.•~ -~•t-~'$ 
dead." 

1.'he ·-itaffle .<if• the· M>«, _ ~·:ill 1ht1. ~tnio 
ht)'()k is-1'Pla-g~!" It pits the NfW Tjen 'fi• 
.apimt. the. ,kug uude.rwotld, with the health 
and sanity of Ame.dea'i; c~n gt stake. It ii! 
to be gmn away l,l.t :1ome ~5,000 Antel'kan 
schooh.. • 

'l'be najw im1iet~ for the cumk it! n1)t the 
~mn,~~- ~) ot,)lf~tj\ which mi.s shjed a~~y 
•fron,r tli~t l\l:~01,~ of drugs ever Wl(;e 1U54-

' · ·, ... _. . • '. , . / .,,., _ ,f,, 

I 

!ir~:'.~ --. 111 c ·-~ ~ the •~ 1he 
~-- tc· ,,-t(Jl '°t~~fif 
~--~- '1I. u, 
• • Presidents haVe ~)Pellrt1d as :ehareciers in 
~ COIDt.c$ {the R~M ~it this <nlt'; ~mtt but 
·"Phlguer rei:a•$;en.ta Um fi~t otf'mial--O(mnner­
cial He-:-lrt between P-euni!ll'Vril aml Madison 
avenuoo. A$ a war, thla tiuw ~ dnt.P, it ma.t 
rekindle the kind of c~urt&r-'e fimt \1/$ (moo 
stro111 bttwoon too et)lmcit~try und the~· 
litkal arena. 

l Hrill!''~~ • -~~ 1 ' 
~ 1rn .. d LI ,t' •·onn fti • wil 11 ... , . 

w~r • i{f~J t '1it , ti 
• •• , 't•e CO, l ,, , fH,, Co1. :J 

RES A: coy 



·comics 
Fight 

'Plague' 
COMICS, 'FriJm Bl . 

Overstl.'~> pU~!»}b:er. of the in.th.um• 
tial ~meet .Pl'i.,:e (luide.forco~~ 
ooUecto~ '"fhijt was a pot)ulat" w~f 
the whole comic · industry wns bee. 
hirid it Jnd propag,andizad that war 

• quite a bit.,, 
Like the New Tee111 Titams .t~m-· 

' sel,~ ·autidrug' stori-es. hav11 had a 
1~ in-arm-out careei· ill Anwr~•s 
oomic t}()()ks, Thi$ ia t.tte third • g»­
round for the Teen Tit:aris; ·wbo ~ir.st 
appeai-oo ln 'tM mid-•r~ 'spd@ng 
mor.t withsit dialogue. Aftiex siit ~rs 
th,ey were shelved, th~n were. t(!Vive~ 
brietly in the late '70$ and res.user~ 
tated ~y a Crat\ .. new . prQduoti-011 
tfll\m in 1980. Rig)it ~ ; the ;'~~n 
Tita;us are a$ hot .~ , can be, :·DC' 
Comfus {nc:s num~ Qrie ~ler­
whi~ tnay be why Mr.s, ~~ 'has. 
drafted · them in •• ker well-pi:tl::ilieJ'UJd 

w~iai:i:~;~p;y ~:~ 
adul. There'll a w1i<i,le ~rowd ~ J~eu 
m~l$,Jt1i;u.~rig:itr~~~ brad, 
~Mre" i~n:rg-'-balf~.· .. ~{f•. 
'1:tJ~h.Q. grew up in 1nean: p~s 
J.U1d • knows what: drtiP' ct!~J' do to 
kids. TM~'s also Speedy,· .the' llat• 
tling ... )3p~~J.l.•:l3W • • • . . Gre 1 
Lantern andr • • .. et•adt> 
·~~ .. him.'1€/.{ a . • .ifl. .. addirt 
saved by ij su:perhero1s ·lind-. 
~ .... there's 'ft!l&.·~, prod..­

•8 i~~ battl¢ ·of~ titM& . .• 
. The Ptoteetor . foom; suspiciotl&Jy, 

likff ,atmsn's t~en pal, Robi11, and 
ht :~ . R®in has ~n a longtfm.e 
'l)"tan. Howe~r1 a miUion copies d 
the Titans/Reagan ariti~~rug comic 
W$1'8 printed under the sponsorship 
of'~ Keebler Co; Robin, unfortu­
nately, is licensed to rival Nabisco. 
An overnight costume change past,ed 
ove~ the figure, a few changes in the· 
~!&just before going to: p~. and 
Robin beootne The Proteetm. 

/ Robi~ ·wa~ leav~ the feen ti~. 
~~ .tor som~. movie :(tools anyway;* 

. ~ . Dave . Manak, spedal ptqjeots 
ed'firlr tb'f DC Cm.Jiics. "We· felt this 
Wai< ·t1;· ·. •good opporttmity to' take 
~bin: 0'\:lt. we also r,lt it .inight.:be 
i-ih:e · lf ive• .had. a spokesperson we 
<:O\q:<l, ., Wi& ~ . thro\.t!,l;'h the hook$/' 
f'f\\l'fi mbie com~, · geared , to,IISrd 

• Jil'th, and sixth 0grader.s and ~ftng: 
wit.h school and family sitm~tions, 

• me scheduled for·tlte fall.) 

, TilB WASRJNG+@ . PO~T. 
~ • ... ' "' ,, ~ ~ , " s ~ ~-- t . ... ... 

Cotl)ic:oook he~ campaigt1fog 
ot1 ~i!ll isstles are 11-0t rare: Spi®r­
man ·nas. been a . s1Xikes~n ·· for 
Planned Parenthood. Superman foi· 
the American f,.u11g Association. 
Des superher{W'l even did. a "Super 

. HealthY Co~boqkl 
C6nili~oook lwroes hi giveaways 

a11:1. nothing new, e.lthet: OC, the ®C· 
ond lial,gest •cmilics publishers, te~ 
oootly dm !p~al pr{)jects wit:h PiZ111 
H\it, Atari .~ Radio S~ .ftlre 
'ft{S-80 coaiptt$er helped· • Super• 
man}. Bu(' . nobi>dy i;m1-re11ther.s the 
kibd' .qfi tie•t•ri bet:t.~ri. a commer<;ial 
comi~ ~Amvant an4· a W<~• . . , •••• , •• ' < , .·' ' .,. ·e~m 

~}\es& ~•,1,1) .· .. ·. · _::.,t...-
' sc.~I$ed~ ~lff~t; 

~ics ..• °" ~ ,JUtt a.~ ··~. 
-~t~•- ·~ .. ·.~ 
·~t. 11

~ ' ~btirt' ~ing , that is 
~g on is refl¢cted in some comic 
book." . 

Comic books have had a st1'ong 
antidrug etanee, dating haclc to the 
'40s, .Since there have always been 
good guys • going after bad. guys, . it 
W$i only natural that some of those 
bad gltyS be drug dealers. 

''The attitude [in comics) has boon 
and continues to be that drugs are 
bad, that they ruin • Young kids' 
lives," says comics hist\>rlan anded­
itor Catherine·Yoonwode. 

The drugs most oftell menti~ed 
in ~ old days were opium, nwijua• 
na and cocaine, -but the list of irigre­
dlent$ in "Plague!" reads like a drug• 
store moved .into the- van parked in 
the: ~tley. 

®US1l it is d.iree-ted at fourth­
graders, moat of the sad st1.1rie$ are 
told by young teerH:'I~ like • 14, .. 
year~old Joireph CummUlg'$ (who'3 
"done pot, hash oil, uppm:s, dOWt,le\'S, 
Pc.P, acid and glue ; .. ~~, rm a 
druggi~"l imd 15-yeru:•~ . Rog~ 
Levine, who'$ done evteytrµng ·~ . 
seph haa,. plus mushr9Qnl~. ~ . ~o­hot' ••• 

lrQ,n*, ~ last tiimi tha,t. the 
fu4e~ . g(Werrtment took tbi;.bii ~m 
. m:tere&:t'fa ~(}tliics-jt.:vms t<1 ~ ,fhitlt 
they Wfil'..e ,ruining the minds and 
~als of~ young. The industry's 
responsfl was the Comi1.:s C<,de, fol~ 
lowing the 1964 Kefauver Comnlit­

J:~e investigation into- juvenil~dehn• 
quency and the crusade led by Fred­
eric Wenhmn, a child Jtsychiatrist 
whose late-'40s campaign against'. 
comfo books culminated iu the oo.n-· 
~ .. 1~ book; ~d.i--~ 

Tu~~} 4/26. · Pg~ 2 of 2 

the I • • ts,i> . ~ .. . .. ••.·· 

~mg to . Yroawod¢, .· .W~t 
tlwn's . bask tenet,Mtas that ~delin~ 
quents wer.e lni~cQn}ic:.~kread~ 
era, thei;eforfl .comio b;®ks led fu iu~ 
v.enile delinquency .. What ht, faile<i 
to nooo was that ev.erybody els.e ~aq 
001n\e$, t-00," • 
•. Undtr the· code, .dtug ,te~. 
became abnost totally tab()f.). : ·. • · '. ···,.·. ~1 •• 

·trt tht·"~ly '70111, things began to 
change. slowly. After Marvel Comics 
def~ the .~ ~ publish a: .. S~d~t 
man that mentioned drugs, 'theyfol: 
lowed up witl1 nutnbers , 00 through 
98 on drug abuse {collecw~ pl• 
note). ·. . . . . .•... . ; 

At about the.~ ~ ~ ·wa$ 
the Green Lanteru .iaeue ,th4iJ-
duced Sp~.· .. ·• • .. •$ .. ·. ~ .. ··qg:..... prob. le~.·• 
(Speedy's · ~ . ~ ~ce . tht 
'40s, but comic cha. . • ldtmi 
age), and the doors ~ri C. • ' Yet 
as recently as Jhree yeai'S\ ago/the 
Code bo~ ·r~ed approval of ~ 
Darediwil "A~ Dust" ~. The 
book • was list¢t • up. !bl' tilµiost two 
• yea.. rs; amt iu the mea11~me, . flu; 
"board l~ up. When it fi11ally. 
came uui,; it ,v.as a big selle1i. .• . . .. . 

''Piagu~r is m :~ .~)111s ~ ;,rc~;,. 
ucatioi:ial giv~a# ,comkf:t~t •~ ·, 
back to '4~. •&me of the·-very J~t 
origmated . in &ltmmre whe,n .. ~be 
Balthf101<e Ch~r ti£ t'he ~~ 
.Medical AM<Jclatfon · • • • •. . • 
WiflEfsner tp .do i ~ · .. . . ~<or 
viviiootion. ii$ner, cnmtor. hf .~ 
Spirit," came up \\1th "J\.:I\¢e,t'lal for 
&w:rer" (Jule$ Feiffer ~'a!l .. tbe ~ 
er). The AMA a!$() Qlroti~~ 
"Waitil\i &otn .. Willie,'.' .a 'po)mc:'c ~ 
in. ·a future after soci,alized · nledicine 
~as taken ovel' aqd destl'oyed A.inerr 
tea. 



N.Y. Times April 26, 1983 (A-16) 

Comic Book Against Drugs· . ... , . . 
WASHINGTON, April 25 (AP) -

''Skree! Blaml Foom!" The White 
House presents a special b18ue of 
"The New Teen Titans,,. a eomic 
book about superheroes who van-. 
qwsh drug abuse. 

The com.le book, produced by DC 
Comics of New York and underwrit­
ten by the Keebler Company, was 
unveiled today u a new tool to help 
prevent drq use among fourth 
graders. • 

In a cover letter, Nancy Reagan 
tells the youngsters: "Don't let any­
one tell you that you can't bes hero. 
Declare that you will stay drug­
free. And you'll be a hero - to your 
mother and father, famny and 
friend&, but most of all, to yow-­
self." 

The comic book tel11 of the ex• 
ploits of "The New Teen ntans." 
Though the TiWIS, sevel1 teen­
agEirs who fight evil aCI'OSS the Ufti.. 
ver10, neve,r 'tell yw:bptel'I that 
drugs arlil bl\d, molt tMittua.Uyae 
the light 'tor themselves. 

'I'hEI eort!•; book is being dtstrlb­
utoo by the Edu<;atitin Pepartment 
to one million fourth gradvs in 
35,0008Choola. • 

C ' • 



;Distribution · starts· 
1

of comic book to cut 
. ·c1rug use ·by children 

BY A WASHINGTON TIMES STAFF WAITER 

National public school distribution of 
, a hard-hitting anti-drug comic book and 

supplementary teaching aids featuring 
, "The New Teen Titans" began yesterday • 

in a joint effort of the White House and 
private industry to overcome peer 

• group pressure and steer fourthcgrade 
children away from drug abuse. 

Copies of the comic book are being 
sent by the Education Department to 
35,000 elementary schools around the 
nation with a "Dear Friend" cover letter 

. signed by first lady Nancy Reagan, who 
I: has taken a leading interest in fighting 
i" drug abuse among young people. 

"Don't let anyone tell you that you 
can't be a hero;' Mrs. Reagan's letter · 

the program that it is the first step in an 
administration drive to enlist the help of 
private corporations in mounting drug . 

. education·projec;ts in the classroom. 

Future projects include one for fifth~ ,. 
grade pupils by IBM and another for · , 
ch_ildren in the sixth grade by the 
National Soft . Drink Bottlers Associ­
ation, Turner said. 

Also attending the n~ws ·conference 
was Terry Borton, editor of the ·, 

• • classroom publication, Weekly Reader, 
who reported a recent survey of elemen­
tary school students showing that 
fourth graders . feel · significant peer 
pressure to try alcohol and marijuana 
and believe they ~re bad for health. 

. says. "Declare that you will stay drug- : 
free. At any cost. You're guaranteed to 
win. And you'll be a hero - to your 
mother and father, family and friends, 

The survey also found that,' at the 
fourth grade level, students believe 

. schools are not a major source of infor­
mation about drugs because most'drug. 
education programs are targeted at 
older students. They said most of their . 
information comes. from movies and 
television and their families. 

1 but most of all, to yourself." 

Also enclosed in the packet is a "Cer- . 
tificate of Heroism," signed by Mrs. 
Reagan, for those who take part in the 
president's drug awareness prdgram. 

Motivation for trying drugs and 
The comic bo~k ~as 

1
developed. by liquor in lower grades apparently 

Warner Commumcat10ns DC Comics, comes from a desire to feel older and to 

' '· ' . 

. Inc., of New York, wi_th costs paid by the . fit in with other children, the survey ', 
Keebler Co. The artist was George , ; found. In the ninth grade, the main moti- /i 
Perez, and Marv Wolfman wrote the • vation was qaving a good.time. . ... , 1, , 

' story, which depicts young people ,,_ f . 
• unhappily caught up in severe I drug _ As early as the fourth grade, about 25 • . 

abuse. '' · percent said children their age felt peer""· 
, .~ . pres~ure to try beer, wine, liquor or •• 

• Dr. Carlton Turner, special assistant . mariJuana. About 75 percent of the 
to President Reagan (or drug abuse fourth graders saw a ri~k .involved in . 
policy, said at an Old Executive Office having one alcoholic ·drink daily or .. 
Building news conference announdng smoking one marijuana cigarette daily. 

"JOIN THE PRESIDENT'S' 
· DRUG AWARENESS CAMPAIGN" 
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ATTORNEY AT LAW 

MCCARTHY, FLOWERS & ROBERTS 

TELEPHONE {415) 9B1-5130 

!IUITI!: 840 

300 MONTGOMERY STRE~ 

SAN f'RANCISCO, CALIF. 9◄104 
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~~ A ':Comic ook 
.,; : : , . 

·~~Tells 4th .. Graders 
+.! • ' . . . • 

. ' 

AbOut ru Abu·se 
Washington 

-4 !w-_ "Skree! Blam!, F'oom!" The 
• •· am responsible for myself and will 

never use any unlawful drug." 

•,;.~\'·hite House presents a spe• At a briefing for reporters, a 
-tt:ial issue of "The New Teen new survey of elementary school 

• ~;.Titans," a comic book about students was released. It showed 
, ~~qper-heroes who vanquish that youngsters. experience sub-

.!. ~i:ug abuse. • stantial peer pressure to experi-
The comic book, produced by ment with alcohol and drugs . as 

.!,P,((Comics of New York and under- . • early as fourtb gr~de. • •• 
,r~·l'itten by the Keebler Co., was . The survey, conducted by the 
!;:'.unveiled yesterday as a ne,v tool to • classroom publication Weekly . 
i p:~lp prevent drug use aniong Reader, also showed that most 
I- :fpurth-graders. • . fourth-graders get information on 
.,,;,: • • • • alcohol and drugs from movies and 
;;. ·: • In a cover letter, Nancy Reagan ,, television and their families - not 
1◄tetts the youngsters: "Don't let any- from their classrooms . . Most drug 

one tell you that you can't be a hero education programs apparently are 
;i1r; - Declare that you will stay drug• targeted at older students. 
¼.fr~e. At any cost .. . And you'll be a 

•. hero - to your mother and father, 
.:,.!amity arid friend~. but most of all, 
l 10:yourself." : . . • • 
t::;c,. _ • .. ·. -

.f;1"'i :• The comic book is built around 
iit.A"e heroic exploits of the "The New 
•• Teen Titans" characters. A new 

.character called "The Protector,". a 
f troubled teenager trying to atone 
:''fol' his drug-ridden past, was creat­
;!:-ed especially for this issue entitled 
·tJ,P.lague." • 
•\4~· .~, 

, t, '·: ''.He died! That's not FAIR! No­
• !: b.ody should die that young!" cries 

"t11e character, Starfire, after a 
young boy overdoses. "These Earth­

!~1ngs! Don't they realize what 
"o".fuey're doing?" '\ _ : 
t.;,.·. • . . ' ' 
·k: •·:.~- Although' the Titans ~ seven 
- te'enagers who fight evil ac·~oss the 

universe - never actually tell 
~:jmmgsters that drugs are bad, most 
"·~ventually • see the light for them­
,;-~tielves after a .great deal of turmoil. 
?:,it, 1 I . 

:;/ ?:· The. comic book is being dis• 
·, l tri~uted by the Edu.cation Depart­

~• 111'ent to an estimated 1 million 
. -fourth-graders in 35,000 schools. 
~ -That amounts to about 40 percent 
:~·O'j the nation's fourth-graders. · • 
'ir.,.,. -

. ' 
"There's. a lot of pressure to' 

join in and fit in with the crowd, 
and little education" about drugs at 

1 the fourth-grade level, according to 
Terry Borton, the magazine's edi­
tor. 

"If you want to get to kids 

1 where the pressure is least, you 
have to get to them early," he said. 

- . Borton said the survey did not 
• ask students whether they them­
selves used drugs, but asked for 
their perception of what their peers 
were doing. -Of 500,000 responses, a sample 
representing 100,000 students was 

• • selected, analyzed and weighted tG 
adjust for U.S. population ,distribu• 
tion. • 

The survey found that the mo­
tivation for trying drugs and liquor 
in lower grades apparently was a 
desire to feel older and to fit in 
with other children. In tlie ninth 
grade, the main motivation was 
having a good time . 

As early as the fourth grade, 
about 25 percent said children their 

, age felt peer pressure to try beer, 
wine, liquor or marijuana. i.~ :• .. ·It comes with a color poster 

1·,t~.ituring the comic book charac-
. '.",~\t.irs saying: "We want you ·to be a , •. More than 70 percent of fourth-

s d f ,,. graders believed at least some kids _:;:~~ero . . . tay rug _ ree. · d d 
•·;,·· . , . their age ha trie alcohol. Nearly 
-;; .~ ·: The.last page of the comic ~ook 50 percent believed some kids their 
-~~op.tains a pledge for students to . age had tried marijuana. 
• sign: "l decl~re that I am aware of 

.._ , _ - .J. __ ----· · - - ~- ~. - ... ~ .J ___ ...... _ T 

.. . 
. 'Rv th"' ""'""'nth ar,iilo • t'hnc-<> 

percentages increase dramatically 
More than 90 percent say they be 
lieve at least some kids their ag{ 
have tried alcohol and more than 8< 
percent say they believe some kid: 
thefr age have tried marijuana. 

• · Auod~ted Pres, 
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• ,t;,. .. . , • • 

• • , .•. • ·: _:.,i:. ;·_., : ·.-r..-~ ' ·"'. _,'."'\-~ 
• _cent) or "fit in~ ·(31 percent) with 
;_other kids: about the same percen­

'. tages say they'think kids use alcohol 
'. for the same reasons. • . : I 
: "The survey breaks • new ground : 
J for : ·us • about ··attitudes on drug ' 
• abuse," said . Carlton. Turner, the ·• 

;, president's adviser on • drug abuse ·.i 
• policy, whose office worked with · 
1 ,_.,Weekly Reader • in developing the 
.. survey .. "We knew drug education ·, 
' was necessary; but we didn't ~riow aL 
th.vhat age.• ·: •• ., . 1 .•: • • !. • .. ,: : ' ··!"·.: • ,; 
:;- ·'. Terry Borton, ·editor in· chie( o( 
t • Weekly Reader, said his own convic-·; 
l _tiori,- after studying the. survey, was .· 
,: that ~e ~eed to go below the folm,h ; 
I grade" to· ascertain attitudes _of even :, 
! younger child~en~ ·: :' • -· •• ,. ·•,';; i;~··i • 
' ,° ·"Drugirand· drug peddling are 'big' 

";'btisiness m>America,· a $79 _ biUion1 

•',~l .~nd~vor _that _exceeds(~~ ·a~~~ 
:nual 1ncomelo(every:U.S. company . 
··ex~pt Exxon: said. Secretary"of Ed~-~ 
: (lcation Terrel H. Bell. ·His pffice. m ·,; . 
•·involved ''ifr distributing the • comic·; 
:hooks:- which' w~~( out ·yesuirdar to;:, 
.: 35ooo·schools -. )• · .. ,. • i: . "-'!> . . ,~ 

t ... ,.. •·· .•_ • : _. •. '/ - • ... ,-... ,,v ~ .... .. . :~ 
; .:::J_l'he survey did not, ask how-many,'" 
: :fotJrth.;graders··.use:·diQgs or)l~h,0\1 
, because -,inrormatioii" was .-. oonectect; 

hf\' through~ ~oom: teach~?& "\% dtd ~~ 
:i/ not · feel -.we· could as~ .· theu(to • tett·~ _ 
' jtheir:te,fohem, "'said<Borton. ,,:,_ • :·t 'i/: 
~\:'1\imet:wd that other '.' biforma- :.· 
ifiio'n,; however,• shows . that :the, aver- '. ,, 
-!; llge , age of • first-time' user · is'. 13; ';.: 
i 4lut there are-:a: lot below and 'a' lot -.: 

~:~:r:~~~:-~m4:~~~--:~t·~~i~~1~~~?: 
~.idea for ;the coID1C·book ~t Winter, .< 
i/tlie~·- approached· ·several· 'publishers; ::: 
i';includirig _DCTComi~.:;Altliough :nc 1, 
tlComi,cs P,Sd 'already starte<ta simllai< 
1;:·conunercial' 'ro;..;.+. , according- '- to·, I ... . . . P. J"""' . . . ., 
/:XTumer,it~xp~ a d~:to par.;1 
t .-'tfo.ipate.''. l{e. llild;- K~bler,:ag_ieed'. to ·. 
'1:tuiideiwrite 'tbe 'projecl-,Thfre will· be ; 
lf., other .comfc' books. coming. out in-'the : 

1&tf~~i 
~1~ jef,,have."~, l: ~ecnanism: where:~ 
r: ::~ -,mo lollow· the _.trencts ·.from· the :, 
.•/:fourta irr<llle'_ui;>,".'.l'umetsaid. : •. ,'•: _.,; 
):';, ' :' ffe·~7f-statistics'.'show that-eachi 
'.:~cl;iiiicibook..is.reread six times by the:: 

, · / ~dfild. liefo~ it is pmised along iind • 
, • ~ :ultimately ~ad by six othen:hilcirm:'. 

:,.;,_,:-_: Charles~- :L :. Shemely ~. 'Keeliler'ij .·. 
tr"·•"'"of'viatpresideri~:·said:'.cofei 'bad·: 
~~iJeeii: a· co~ideration_f<>~ g~tt~. 
::.. .~ ~i;.~·~ ·~• ::···, . -.l-·•~• ·.-!·•J ·' . •••• •· -- ,. · !.•.· - • .. 
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• Distribution starts· 
:of cOmic book to cllt 

•. ' . . .. 

drug use. by childre1i: 
• BY A WASHINGTON TIMES STAFF WRITER' . . , , · • l 

National public school distribution of~ . the program that it is the first step in an 
; a hard-hitting anti-drug comic book and . administration drive to enlist the help of -

supplementary teaching aids featuring , . private corporations in mounting drug, 
t '.'Th~~ewTeenTitans"be~anyesterday ·,·. ,\ educa~ionpr~jei;ts int~e classroom . . : .. , . 

m ~ Jomt _effor_t of the White House and • .. Futµre projects include one. for fifth~'' 
. private mdustry to overcome peer . grade pupils by IBM and another for ' , 
gr~mp press~re and steer fourthrgrade .. chjldren in the sixth grade by the 
children away from drug a~use. · • ,. National Soft . Drink Bottlers Associ-

Copies of the comic book are being • · '-·, ation, Turner said: , , • • , • 
f sent by the Education Department to ,t • Also attending the n;ws·conference 
_35,~00 e!eme_?tary sc~ool~,.arpund the wa 11 Terry !l3orton, editor of the . 
n~tlon w1th_a Dear Friend cover letter .{classroom publication,' Weekly Reader, .. 

,. signed by firstl~dy J;lancy R':ag~n, -~ho • who reported a recent survey of elemen-
1._ has taken a leadmg mterest m f1ghtmg , tary school students showing that • 
, drug abuse among _young Pt:0 ple. . fourth graders . .feel · significant peer. ; 
\ "Don't let anyone· tell you that you pressure to triy alcohol and marijuana . 

can't be a hero," Mrs. Reagan's letter • and believe they are bad for health .. 
says. "Declare that you will stay drug- ,, · • • . . • - , · - : t 

i free. At any cost. You're guaranteed to ,,1. The survey also found that, at. the , 
.. win. And you'll be a hero ~ to your i . , fou_rth grade level,_ students b~heve • 
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•. but most of all, to yourself." • _mauon_ about drugs because most ~rug.: 
• • • education programs are targeted at 
; , Also enclosed in the packet is a "C~r.' older students. They said most of their 

tificate of Heroism,'.' signed by Mrs . . information comes. from . movies and 
Reagan, for those who take part in the ·· television and their families. • 

r president's drug awareness program. . . . 
b : b k d . 
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• d .. . Motivation for trying drugs and •• 

-· The comic oo was eve ope by liquor in lower · grades apparently ., 
Warner Communications' DC Comics, • ·· comes from a desire to feel older and tci •. 
Inc., of New York, with costs paid by the ' fit jn with other children, the survey,,.{ 

• Keebler Co. The artist was . George ,:, found. In the ninth grade, the main moti~ d· 
. Perez, and Marv. Wolfman wrote the ' •· vation was having a: gOQd t~me, , • ... ; . 1 
t st9ry, which depicts young p~opte '. . .. • , . 1:· • . • • • • : • •. ''. 
• unhappily . caught up in severe drug · . As early_ as t~e fourth ~rade, about 25 .. 
· abuse: · • •. , ~., .. ;.-,,r. ·..., • ' · · · ·;, •• ,.·,·>:• 'Percent said children thei_r age _felt peer..,., 
1 • _ ·:· : •-.··1~ ~ .vressure to try b~er, wine, hquor Qr 
: ,. Dr. Carlton Turner, special assistant ,. marijuana. About 75 percent of the . 
to President ~eagan (or drug abuse fourth graders saw a risk involved in ; 
policy, said at an Old Executive Office ' • havin~ one alco~_olic d~ink daily. or 
Building news conference announcing : smokmg one mariJuana cigarette dally. ,_.1; 
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May 10, 1983 

CT FYI 

Steve reports that Keebler plans to do a t itz in 
southern CalifoIDnia in August using the muppet-like 
characters, etc. in mini-dramas in shoppi g mal eebler 
will reprint half a million of the comic boos and distribute them 
after the theater pieces. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA S HIN G TON 

May 16, 1983 

Dear Ms·. Bates: 

Thank you for your letter of May 12 , · 1983 requesting additional 
comic book packets for your students. I do appreciate the 
problem you are having with the quantity, however, I regret that 
copies of the comic book are no longer available. I have been in 
touch with DC Comics and they are forwarding to you, under 
separate cover, 30 additional certificates. The students could 
share the comic books and each could then be awarded the 
certificate. 

The development of the comic book by DC Comics was made possible · 
through a grant from the Keebler Company. One million copies 
were printed and distributed through the Department of Education 
to 35,000 elementary schools. This office received several 
hundred copies to distribute, however, since · the official release 
on April 25, 1983, we h_ave depleted our · supply. 

The Keebler Company is now considering a reprint. If you are 
interested in the reprint, please contact Mr. Stephen Jacobs, 
care of the U.S. Customs Service, 1301 Constitution Avenue, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20229. 

For your information, similar comic book packets are being 
developed by DC Comics, and funded by IBM and the National 
Federation of Parents for Drug Free Youth for the fifth grade and 
by the National Soft Drink Association for the sixth grade. 
These packages will ' be ready for distribution when school resumes 
in the fall. 

Thanks again for your interest and please do not hesitate to 
contact this office if we may be of any assistance in th~ future. 

Ms. Jane Bates 

Carlton . Tuner, Ph.D. 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Drug Abuse Policy 

Castelar Elementary School 
850 ·Yale Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 



Dear Ms. Vitalis: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 16, 1983 

Thank you for your letter of May 12, 1983 referencing the Crime 
Control Digest article and the Teen Titans comic book. 

I regret that copies of the comic book are no longer available. 
The development of the comic book by DC Comics was made possible 
through a grant from the Keebler Company. One million copies 
w~re printed and distributed through the Department of Educaiion 
to 35,000 elementary schools. This office received several 
hundred copies to distribute, however, since· the official release 
on April 25, 1983, we have depleted our supply. 

The Keebler Company is now con~idering a reprint. If you are 
interested in the reprint, please contact Mr. Stephen Jacobs, 
care of the U.S. Customs Service, 1301 Constitution Avenue, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20229. 

For your information, similar comic book packets are being 
developed by DC Comics, and funded by IBM and the National 
Federation of Parents for Drug Free Youth for the fifth grade and 
by the National Soft Drink Association for the sixth grade. 
These packages will be ready for distribution when school resumes 
in the fall. 

Thanks again for your interest and please do not . hesitate to 
contact this office if we may be of any assistance in the future. 

Sincerely, 

/ 
r 1 t -urn e r , Ph . D . 

Ms. Esther Vitalis 
Secretary 

Special Assis ' ant to the President 
for Drug Abuse Policy 

British Columbia Police Commission 
1550-409 Granville Street 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
V6C 1T2 



Dear Dr. Irons: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA S HINGTON 

May 17, 1983 

The First Lady's office has forwarded your request for additional 
copies of the Teen Titans comic book to me. We appreciate your 
interest and enthusiasm regarding the book. It has been very 
well received across the nation. 

I regret ~hat copies of the comic book are no longer available. 
The development of the comic book by DC Comics was made possible 
through a grant from the Keebler Company. One million copies 
were printed and distributed· through . the Department of Education 
to 35,000 elementary schools. This office received several 
hundred copies to distribute, however, since the official release 
on Apt~l 25, 1983, we have depleted our supply. 

The Keebler Company is now considering a reprint. If you are 
interested in the reprint, please contact Mr. Stephen Jacobs, 
care of the U.S. Customs Service, 1301 Constitution Avenue, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20229. 

For your information, similar comic book packets are being 
developed .by DC Comics, and funded by IBM and the National 
Federation of Parents for Drug Free Youth for the fifth · grade and 
by the National Soft Drink Association for the sixth grade. 
These packages will be ready for distribution when school resumes 
in the fall. 

Thanks again for your interest and please do not hesitate to 
contact this office if we · may be of any assistance in the future. 

Sincerely, 

. Turner, Ph.D. 
Special Assis ant to the President 

for Drug Abuse Policy 

Dr. Bruce Irons 
Hidden Valley Junior High 
5100 Snow White Lane 
Charlotte, NC 28213 



.. 
.. 

Ann, 

Is it possible to send 1,500 comic books to: 

Dr. Bruce Irons 
Hidden Valley Jr. High 

'
1 

, 5100 Snow White Lane 
Charlotte, NC. 28213 

(704) 596-6515 

He received 135 & his students loved the book----

Thanks, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release April 25, 1983 

PRIVATE SECTOR DRUG ABUSE AWARENESS PROGRAM 

Dr. Carlton Turner, Special Assistant to the President for Drug 
Abuse Policy, today announced the release of the first in a 
series of drug abuse awareness comic books. Joining Dr. Turner 
were representatives of DC Comics, a division of Warner 
Communications, and The Keebler Company. 

DC Comics donated the talent and artwork for the comic books, 
and production was made possible by a grant from The Keebler 
Company. A million copies of the comic book package are being 
mailed this month to elementary schools across the nation for 
distribution to fourth grades. The Department of Education 
assumed mailing and distribution responsibilities. 

The comic book project is part of a White House campaign to 
enlist the private sector in the national campaign against drug 
abuse. The Keebler Company and DC Comics sponsored the first 
comic book project for the fourth grade; a similar project for 
fifth and sixth graders is being developed. The fifth grade 
project is being sponsored by IBM, the National Federation of 
Parents for a Drug Free Youth, and DC Comics Inc. The sixth 
grade project is being made possible by the National Soft Drink 
Association and DC Comics. 

The First Lady wrote a letter to the students which has been 
included in each comic book. She also sent a letter to the 
principals of each school encouraging their support of the 
program. 

A related project for the development of a drug abuse awareness 
coloring book for kindergarten through third grades is also 
planned. 

Also joining in the announcement was Dr. Terry Borton, 
Editor-in-Chief of the classroom publication The Weekly Reader. 
Dr. Borton released the findings of a readership poll from the 
fourth through twelfth grades. The poll, comprising responses 
from 500,000 school children, makes clear the case for early 
education in drug abuse awareness. The grade school children 
report peer pressure to try drugs and alcohol is evident as 
early as the fourth grade. 




