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Keebler Company ' One Hollow Tree Lane  Elmhurst, lllinois 60126 312/833-2900

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact:

David F. Mishur, Keebler Company
(312) 833-2900, or

Karin Lippert, DC Comics Inc.
(212) 484-2900

THE KEEBLER COMPANY AND DC COMICS INC., JOIN THE

PRESIDENT'S EDUCATION PROGRAM FOR DRUG AWARENESS

The White House/Private Sector Progrém to Combat Drug Abuse
Is Launched with a New Teen Titans Comic Book--titled, "Plague!"

Washington, D.C. (April 25, 1983)--A drug free future for
America's youth is the goal of an innovative educational program -
introduced today at a White House press conference. "Thanks to
the efforts of the Keebler Company and DC Comics Inc., we have a
unique opportunity to eliminate drug abuse in future generations
of Americans,"said Dr. Carlton Turner, Special Assistant to the
President for Drug Abuse Policy.

"All across the country, parents, teachers, and children
themselves are looking for ways to remove drug abuse from our

society," said Dr. Turner. "The New Teen Titans program, devel-

oped by Keebler and DC in cooperation with the White House, is

an excellent program to help youngsters in fourth grade become
aware of the problems associated with -drug and alcohol abuse.
Communicating the truth about drugs to user and potentiai user is
one of the most effective weapons we have in the battle against
drug abuse."

~More-
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The New Teen Titans drug awareness program--a comic book

dramatic story involving DC Super Heroes and the terrifying
experiences of young drug users, a classroom posfer, a teacher's
guide and a certificate for students participating in the
project--is introduced by a letter from the First Lady. Mrs.
Reagan has repeatedly expressed her concer about the effect
which America's drug epidemic has on the country's young
people and joining the President,has committed her time and
leadership'to help.

"Don't let anyone tell you that you can't be a hero,"
Mrs. Reagan wrote students. "You can--with the drug awareness
comic book and educational materials—=-learn to _.be-a hero. All of
the activities in the program lead-in with the Keebler E1f,
Ernie, expressing the key points of the activity and its goal.
The theme of the poster with Ernie and the Protector--a new
character created for the drug awarness program--is "Be A Hero...
Stay Dbrug Freel™

"We are proud to be a part of this very important program,"
Mr. Thomas M. Garvin,. President and Chief Executive Officer,
said on behalf of the Keebler Company. "We are happy to lend
our support to a program that is committed to solving a problem
that has become epidemic among young people today."

The New Teen Titans are currently the best-selling comic

book published by DC Comics. The Titans are seven teenagers

who have fought against the forces of evil both on Earth and
across the universe. "Because the characters are youths who
possess remarkable abilities they inspire the young readers of
their adventures and act as role models," said Jenette Kahn,
President and Publisher of DC. "This story--the "Plague!"--was
written by Marv Wolfman, with art by the talented George Perez,"”
she said, "and I can't think of anyone who could have written

a more serious and compelling story."

"I had no idea of the magnitude of the drug abuse problem
until I began to hear the experiencés of these tortured kids at
a drug center meeting,;" Marv Wolfman recalls, "I was ektremely
moved by their stories and am glad to have the opportunity to

—More—.



do something meaningful about this national tragedy."

"Keebler Company feels very strongly about young people;
they are the future--the business and governmental leaders for
the years ahead. 1It's only proper, therefore, that business
and government should work together to combat this problem
which has such grave implications for us both," stated Mr.
Charles L. Shemely, Senior Vice-President, of the Keebler
Company.

"These two companies have demonstrated that the private
sector and the public sector can work together to better serve
the needs of our country," said Dr. Turner. "I believe that the
program can influence large numbers of youngsters away from drug
use-—-and create an awareness that young people have a right to a
drug-free environment which does not interfere with their

learning and growth."
_30_
For further information, please contact: David F. Mishur,
the Keebler Company, (312) 833-2900 or Karin Lippert, DC Comics

Inc., (212) 484-2820.

Ernie the Elf is a Trademark of the Keebler Company 1983.

The New Teen Titans and The Protector are Trademarks of DC

Comics Inc. 1983.
44



THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release . April 25, 1983
. oy 14

PRIVATE SECTOR DRUG ABUSE AWARENESS PROGRAM

Dr. Carlton Turner, Special Assistant to the President for -
Drug Abuse Policy, today announced the release of the first in
a series of drug abuse awareness comic books. Joining

Dr. Turner were representatives of DC Comics, a division of
Warner Communications, and The Xeebler Company.

DC Comics donated the talent and artwork for the comic books,
and production was made possible by a grant from The Keebler
Company. A million copies of the comic book package are being
mailed this month to elementary schools across the nation for
distribution to fourth grades. The Department of Educatlon
assumed malllng and distribution respon51b111t1es.

The comic book project is part of a White House campaign to
enlist the private sector in the national campaign against
drug abuse. The Keebler Company and DC Comics sponsored the

first comic book project for the fourth grade; a similar
project for fifth and sixth graders is being developed. The-
fifth grade project is being sponsored by IBM, the National
Federation of Parents for a Drug Free Youth, and DC Comics
Inc. The sixth grade project is being made possible by the
National Soft Drink Association and DC Comics.

The First Lady wrote a letter to the students which has been
included in each comic book. She also sent a letter to the

principals of each school encouraging their support of the
program.

A related project for the development of a drug abuse

awareness coloring book for kindergarten through third grades
is also planned.

Also joining in the announcement was Dr. Terry Borton, Editor-
in-Chief of the classroom publication The Weekly Reader.

Dr. Borton released the findings of a readership poll from the
fourth through twelfth grades. The poll, comprising responses
from 500,000 school children, makes clear the case for early
education in drug abuse awareness. The grade school children
report peer pressure to try drugs and alcohol is evident as
early as the fourth grade. -

2 4 % % & 4



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 1983

Dear School Principal:

In the past several years I have visited drug rehabilitation
centers and prevention programs across the country to talk
with as many young people as possible. What I have seen and
heard is enough to make the strongest heart break.

NMever have I felt as compelled to do something about an
issue as I feel now about the problem of drug use among our
school-age children. The children who are using drugs are
- younger all the time. Drugs are taking away their hope,

their promise, their spirit and, sometimes, even their
lives.

I am writing to you because we need your help in solving
this terrifying problem. No one can do it alone. All of

us -- educators, parents and students -- need to work
together.

Very soon you will receive a package of materials especially
designed to help combat the drug problem. The package will
contain clever comic books written on the subject, a class-
room poster, a teacher's guide and awards for students par-
ticipating in the project.

These materials are designed with fourth-graders in mind.
More than a million of the books will be available, but
unfortunately, even this quantityv cannot reach all of the
fourth~graders in the nation. With your encouragement, we
hope the students will share these materials with their
classmates this spring or in the fall.

I thank Secretary Bell, the Department of Education and the
Association of Elementary and Secondary School Principals
for their assistance and I commend the generous corporations
which provided the financial resources for this project.

With educators, parents and students all working together, I
am convinced we can make a difference and make possible a
drug-free future for our youth.

Sincerely,

J VRUNRY Reatay

NANCY REAGAN

LN



THE WHITE HOUSE

Dear Friend:

Don't let anyone tell you that you can't be
a hero. You can--and you are about to learn
how.

Picture yourself in a battle. 1In fact, it
is one of the most important battles our
nation has ever fought. You are right in
the center of combat. Sound incredible?
It is all part of being a hero.

Is this an imaginary battle? Not at all.
Many young people are already in it and

they would do anything to be on the winning
side. But they've learned about it too late.

The battle is against drug abuse. Declare

that you will stay drug-free. At any cost.
You're guaranteed to win. And you'll be a

hero--to your mother and father, family and
friends, but most of all, to yourself.

There's a lot more to it and you'll learn
about it as you go along. The President
feels as strongly as I do about winning
this battle. His Drug Awareness Campaign
put this material together and generous
corporations paid for it. It was done
especially for you. We hope you will give
being a hero your very best effort.

Sincerely,

Uou{q Reaqey



WEEKLY READER

Editorial Offidesz 245 Long Hill Road, Middletown, Connecticut 06457 Tel:(203)347-7251

For Release:
April 25, 1983

PRESSURE T0 TRY BRUGS, ALCOHOL

STARTS IN EARLY GRADES, SURVEY SHOWS

MIDDLETOWN, Cornn., April 25--Grade school children report substantial
peer pressure to try drugs and alcohol as early as fourth gﬁade, accoerding
tc a survey of U.S. schoolchildren by the classroom publication Weekly Keader.

The readership poll, said to be the first major national survey of young
children on the subject of drugs and alcohol, was distributed to 3.7 million
students in grades four through twelve. "Five hundred thousand children
responded.

A random sample representing about 100,000 students was selected from
the responses, analyzed., and then weighted to adjust for the U.S. population
distribution. ‘

The resuits show that in grades four and five children receive their
education about the dangers of drugs and drinking about equally from family
and movies/television. Not until grade six does school become an equal
source of information, and not until grade seven does school become the
major source. ,

And yet, as early as fourth grade about 25 percent say that children in
their age-group feel "some" to “a lot" of peer pressure to try beer, wine,
liquor, or marijuana. By the time they are in seventh grade, about 60 percent
feel pressure to try alcohol; and about 50 percent, to try marijuana.

The motivation for trying drugs and liquor in the lower grades appeared
to be a desire to "feel clder”; and then as the children progressed through
the middle grades, to "fit in with other kids"; and finally in grades nine
through twelve, "to have a good time."

(More)
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Press Release’

| .
About 75ﬁpercent of children in fourth grade. saw "some" or "great" risk

-2~ Aprii 25, 1983

posed to children their age who had one alcoholic drink or smoked one marijuana
cigarette daily, while about 20 percent saw "no risk." The percentage seeing
“some" or "great" risk for daily use of alcohol or marijuana rose slightly
from fourth to seventh grade, and then dropped slightly in high school.

Another significant fin@ing was the schoolchildren's beliefs concerning
experiments with hard drugs by their peers. In grade four, about 50 percent
of the students estimated that no "kids your age" in “"your town or city" had tried
- cocaine, and about 60 percent said that no students had tried angel dust or LSD.
Dr. Terry Borton, éditor in chief of Weekly Reader periodicals, stressed

that “students are reporting on what they believe to be happening generally
and not on their own behavior. Other studies have shown that actuai use of
these drugs is not this high, even among high school seniors. But the fact
that voung students think drug use is so common is in itself cause for concern,
since our survey also shows that many kids use drugs to 'fit in.'"

The Weekly Reader survey was done in cooperation with:

The White House QOffice of Poiicy Development, Drug Abuse Policy Office;
The Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental Health Administration;

The Johnson ‘Institute;

The National Federation of Parents for Drug-Free Youth; and

The National Institute of Drug Abuse.

Weekly Reader periodicals are published by Xerox Education Publications, a
unit of Xerox Corporation.

For Further Information:
Dr. Terry Borton, Editor in Chief
Xerox Education Publications
Middietown, CT 06457
(203) 347-7251, Ext. 2211
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 ZAP! POW! U.S. UNLEASHES
COMIC BOOK TO FIGHT DRUGS

WASHINGTON (AP) —
“Skree! Blam! Foom!”
The White House pre-
sents a special issue of
“The New Teen
Titans,” a comic book
about super-heroes who.
vanquish drug abuse.

The comic book, pro-
duced by DC Comics of
New York and under-
written by the Keebier
Co., was unvelled yes-
terday as a new tool to
help prevent drug use
among fourth-graders.

In a cover letter, Nancy
Reagan tells youngsters:
“Don’t let anyone tell
you that you can't be a
hero ... Declare that
you will stay drug-free.
At any cost. And you'll
be a hero — to your
mother and father,
family and friends, but.
most of all, to yourself.”

The comic book is built
around the heroic ex-
ploits of “Fhe New Teen
Titans” characters. A
new character called
“The Protector,” a trou-
bled teenager trying to
atone for his drug-ridden -
past, was created espe-
cially for this issue enti-
ted “Plague.”

“He died! That’s not
FAIR! Nobody should
die that young'” cries the
character Starfire after
a young boy overdoses.

Though the Titans —
seven teenagers who
fight evil across the
universe — never actu-
ally tell youngsters
that drugs are bad,
most eventually see the
light for themselves
after a great deal of
turmoil.

The comic book is being
distributed by the
Education Dept. to an
estimated one million
fourth-graders in 35,000
schools. That amounts
to about 40 per cent of
the nation’s fourth-
graders.

The last page contains a
pledge for students to
sign: “I declare that I
am aware of the danger-
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Washington

" “4y  “Skree! Blam! Foom!” The

+Mhite House presents a spe-
-ivial issue of “The New Teen

“£dTitans,” a comic book about

-ssuper-heroes who vanquish

" vdrug abuse.
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The comic book, produced by
éDQ-Comlcs of New York and under- °

ritten by the Keebler Co., was
nvelled yesterday as a new tool to
nhelp prevent drug use among
i fourth-graders. -
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teﬂs the youngsters: “Don't let any-

one tell you that you can’t be a hero

. Declare that you will stay drug-

’.rfree ‘At any cost ... And you'll be a

- hero — to your mother and father,

family and friends, but most of all,
&‘to yourself » o

" The comic book is built around
-rthe heroic exploits of the “The New
Teen Titans” characters. A new
character called “The Protector,” a
*Ttroubled teenager trying to atone
“‘for his drug-ridden past, was creat-
‘*ed especlally for this issue entltled
¢ “Plague

:.; "* «He died! That's not FAIR! No-
# hody should die that young!” cries
"the character, Starfire, after a
_young boy overdoses. “These Earth-
:ﬁngs’ Don’t they realize what
J:hey re domg"” \ -

‘&" v - Although’ the Titans \-— seven

teenagers who fight evil across the
universe — never actually tell
T~dungsters that drugs are bad, most
“~gventually -see the light for them-

'-Selves after a -great deal of turmoil.

The comie book is bemg dis-
jbuted by the Education Depart-
‘ment to an estimated 1 million
_fourth-graders in 35,000 schools.
"That amounts to about 40 percent
= os the nation's fourth- graders
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- :. Tt comes with a color poster
ui.eaturmg the comic book charac-

_~ters saying: “We want you to be a

"hero .. Stay drug free!”
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-“sign: “] declare that 1.am aware of
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In a cover letter, Nan(y Reagan

“t am respon51ble fOr myself and w1ll percentages increase dramatically

never use any unlawful drug.”

More than 90 percent say they be
lieve at least some kids their age

At a briefing for reporters, a have tried alcohol and more than 8¢

new survey of elementary school percent say they believe some kid:
students was released. It showed thelr age have tned marijuana.

that youngsters experience sub-

- stantial peer pressure to experi- -

ment with alcohol and drugs as
early as fourth grade

. The survey, conducted by the
classroom publication Weekly.

Reader, also showed that most
fourth-graders get information on
alcohol and drugs from movies and
- television and their families — not

- from their classrooms .Most drug

+

education programs apparently are
targeted at older students. .

“There’s. a lot of pressure to
join in and fit in with the crowd,
and little education” about drugs at

¢ the fourth-grade level, according to
| Terry Borton, the magazine’s edi-
{ tor. .

3 “If you want to get to kids
: where the pressure is least, you
have to get to them early,” he said.

Borton said the survey did not

“ask students whether they them-

- selves used drugs, but asked for

" their perception of what their peers
were doing.

Of 500,000 responses, a sample
representing 100,000 students was
- selected, analyzed and weighted tc
adjust for U.S. populanon distribu-
tion. .

The survey found that the mo-
tivation for trying drugs and liquor
in lower grades apparently was a
desire to feel older and to fit in
with other children. In the ninth
grade, the main motivation was
having a good time.

As early as the fourth grade,
about 25 percent said children their
age felt peer pressure to try beer,
wine, liquor or marijuana.

- ' More than 70 percent of fourth-
graders believed at least some kids
their age had tried alcohol. Nearly
50 percent believed some kids their
age had tried marijuana.

Ry the saventh arade “thaca

- Associated Pres:
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hool is; “Plagiiel It pits. the New Teen Titans
against the drug underworld, ‘with' the '

OW 100K &

LN

R A comic is net. the
QQQL Industry,”. which “has- shied” away
xR Ienleng:of drugs: ever since 1954
7, Jearings on how comit heoks warped America’s.
;jyﬂyout@ﬁ into fjuvenile- delmg'ggm&,. Tnitead; the,

3 dviving Frawen fo thi Whis-

was aimed at non-drug i~

) + . Like the New Teem Tifans them-+

. First Lady Nancy Reagan and the ‘work 'sh,e.
“sponsors under the name of The PreSIdth_s‘

- Drug Awareness Campaign. o .

| . Presidents have appeared as characters. in
. many 'comics (the Reagans sit this one out), but
¢. “Plague!”, represents the first official-commer-

i~ cial tie-in hetween Pemnsylvania and Madison

P
L»u
t

5

avenues. As a war, this time on drugs, it may

'+ 'rekindle the kind of camaraderie that was once-

“Strong hetween the comic industry and the po-,
“litical arena,- - TR

messages from and stories connected with the.

war _effort. and the-

e House,” says:Bobr
8 *..,;‘/._%*. .
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.57 COMICS; From-BF e
T T O en;*‘{
' Overstreet, publisher of the influens?
‘ g;fg?:rztr&t Price GuidaJfor _(:prm_c_'J
I} eollectors. “That was a'popular:wat. :
JThe- whole ‘comic, m:dustry‘was
andized
“hind it and propagan zed.

“

quite abit” .o L

!

F selves, -anti stories_have-had: a,

- ielves‘,da:ntadr:% career in America,

" comi books. This is:the thirdigo~2

.coml‘fi"for the ‘Teen Titans, who first :

Toune el i the . mid-50s Spoiting ¢

’; ?I!\)g; with-it dlalogue{Atter six years

1 they"\}vei‘é. shelved, ,.t’hen: yve.re_,};rgva\‘;%i‘ :
riefly in_the late"70s and resute -

1 tated by, a;crack- x:ew*pr tion. |

: teamin 1980, Right ot

. |"dtafted them’in
~ar against drugs
€4 Tﬁis teenclub is;-
 erful. Theré’ig gi‘yahol
(oI ncluiiig Stres
%ﬁh"m’ Cyborg—helEman,

robot,--who:grew D in meatt by
{and: Kiows. what. drugs”cail-do 107
- | kidac Fhere's-also- Speedy, the at -
tling Bowman, proteg? of the Bea0: )

| Lantérn and; more:

3
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L



| it AR A T R s

e e 1

savec_l tva superhero ) kmdness il
“And’ there’s The' Protector, prod-'
jLu:l: of ‘a battle of corporate titans, .
*0-Thig' Protéctor looks susplcnously'
ike: Batman’s teen pal, Robin, and.’
~ irr-fact, Robifi has been'a longtime -
."Pitan ‘However, a ‘million -copies of *
<-the “Titans/Reagan’ anti-drug comic
z ‘were: printed under ‘the sponsorship
1‘f of’ the. Keebler Co. Robin, - unfortu-
nately, is' licensed ‘to ‘rival Nabisco.’’ 0
.. An.overnight costume-change pasted
over the‘figure, a few changes;in thg

Kyays Dawe anak, specxal “projects:
*gditor :for DC Comm. “We felt this =
wes & good opportumty to take t."
*;Ral t."We also. felt it might be-

*nice’if ‘we had a spokesperson we. i
E s“could;,_nsev all. through the, bool:;

1fth=- ‘and: snxth-gradera and” deahng
th - schook. and. family 'situations, ]
sched_{ﬂed for the fall )e D

j',-..';...-.- PP N
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%; “haew heen & spof man:‘for
“Plannevaa htfood, Supermian’ for
i.the -Afierican’ -Eung - Agsociation.:
ADC’s stperheroes even did & "Super
fﬁmw%k@ﬁmm**veﬂ

rojectawmh Pisz '
Radio *Shack’ (the':
pater’s helped. "'Supers
oi)ody remembex's the: 4
-&eqnjbetwee "a.’commetclalw

xntxdrug \ce, ‘dating’ -the::
40s:-Sitice - there; have always been
rood tuys going after bad: guys,’

‘Gontin bethatdrugs are
ad lha ~they. Tain’, young - Kids’. |
ves,"'says ‘¢omics- historian and’ ed-
or.Cathetine Yronwodb, ~ 1. - % %
The drugs st oftéxx mentloned -
the bld days were opium,. marijua- -
r an&oocamer ‘but the list of ingre-: ./
ants in“Plague!” reads llke a drug
e moved Ainto the :

calise™it is directed at fourtn--—
graders, most of the sad stories are .
told’ by ‘young. teen-agers” like 14-°
year-old . Joeeph Gummings (who's-.
“done pot, hash oil, uppers, downers, '
: PCP, acid-and glue ... yeah, I'm a}
i | druggie”) and 15y ear-ol.d Roger
‘ Levine,"who's done everything Jo-.
b ielih has, plus mushrooms, and alc -;
ol - i
Ixomca‘lly, the last. tlme that. the‘
ufedexal government took this big an’,
" interest in cormcs it was to say that;
‘..they were ruining .the minds -and:
orals of the young, The industry’s ;
- response was the Comics Code, fol- !
:~lowing- the 1954 Kefauver Commit:
“ted investigation into juvenile: delin-"1
“quency and the crusade led by Fred-
“eric Wertham, a child psychiatrist . B
whose late-'40s campaign agamstm
“comic books culminated in the con- -
L___Pversml 1954 hook, “Seduc;xon of ‘\
the Tiinocents.” Sor R
According. -to: Yronwode, - Wer-, . -{
;tham’s basic tenet was that “delig-' {' !
|quents were known comic-book read -
Lers, therefore comic books led to ju- ® 7!
; venile -delinquency. What he falled\tb
3 to note was that. everybody elseread . .
7" corics, t00.” SIS e
,,,5 :: Under: the\ code, drug references
‘hecame almast totally: taboo. . .
In the: early '70s, things- began to
change; slowly. After Marvel Comids -
*.defied the code to: publish a Sp)der
t‘fmam that mentioned drugs, they fol- d
<lowed Gp with numbers 96 through <.
B QS on-dmg abuse (collectors pleaie‘{.
mte K ' ]
L At about, the same time, “there Was S. .
the Green Lantern- issue: that - intrq-
duoed "Speedy’s . drug; . pxjoblems k‘ K
( Speedy’s: heen._around.: since the - X
+ 740s, :but.comic’-characters . seldom .
F" "age), and" the: doors were: ‘open. Yet P
Ko g8, reeently as. three. Vears ago, ' the
! 5 Code rhoard A;eéﬁxsed approval of ia

,mm

"~ ucational-givea : '
hb,aCk 107408 Some of tHe very ﬁrgt -1
:mg}nawi/m ‘Baltimore..when. the ! *
Baltlmore Chapter of the Apferican -, "
Medical ; Assaciation comﬂ&ﬁssﬁone}] ie es_:

W,xll ‘Ristier:tdr do & comic'is fayor af. 1
+vivisectign: Eisner;-creator" of “The, .. .
+ :Spirit,” came Up. With A’ ‘Medal for ;.,
 Bowzer”, (Jules Peiffer: waa thie writ- .
er).-The AMA "also commxssxoneﬁ _," .
““Waiting Room Willie,” a comic séf -
» Iea ﬁ;ture after ‘socialized medlcme
d d royedAmelg-" N
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Dlstrlbutlon starts
of comic book to cut
drug use by chlldren

"BYA WASHINGTON TIMES STAFF WRITER'
National public school distribution of -

. ahard-hitting anti-drug comic book and

supplementary teaching aids featuring . .
_“The New Teen Titans” began yesterday
*in a joint effort of the White House and -

private industry to overcome peer

' group pressure and steer fourthrgrade .

chxldren away from drug abuse

Copies of the comic book are being

35 000 elementary schools around the *

‘nation with a “Dear Friend” cover letter

51gned by firstlady Nancy Reagan, who’
W " has taken a leading interest in fighting
; drug abuse among young people.

i “Don’t let anyohe'tell you that you
can’t be a hero,” Mrs. Reagan’s letter”

_says. “Declare that you will stay drug- « -

: free. At any cost. You're guaranteed to:
, win. And you’ll be a hero — to your
" mother and father, family and friends,
., but most of all, to yourself.”

.. Alsoenclosed in the packet is a *‘Cer-

tificate of Heroism,” signed by Mrs.
+ Reagan, for those who take part in the”
¢ president’s drug awareness program

*  The comic book was developed by
Warner Communications’ DC Comics, .
Inc., of New York, with costs paid by the
Keebler Co. The artist was. George,J
. Perez, and Marv Wolfman wrote the°

s, story, which depncts young people

- unhappily . caught up m severe drug

) abuse ’

J+ Dr. Carlton 'Ihrner spec1al as51stant
- to .President Reagan for drug abuse.
policy, said at an Old Executive Office.

Building news conference announcing:

.t L
_the program that it is the first step m an
".administration drive to enlist the help of " -
. private corporations in mounting drug:
: educatlon pro_\eqts in the classroom.

Future pro,lects include one for flfth- :
grade puplls by IBM and another for" .
children in the sixth grade by the

& Natlonal Soft .Drink Bottlers Assoc1-f

" ation, Tyrner said. -~ .« " ¢
; sent by -the Education Department to E

Also attending the news conference
was Terry Borton, editor of the.
+"classroom publication, Weekly Reader, ..
- whoreported arecent survey of elemen-

. tary school students showing that
fourth graders - feel ' significant peer. -
pfessure to try alcohol and marijuana
and believe they are bad for health..

The survey also found that, at the ;
fourth grade level, students believe-
-'schools are not a major source of infor- .
mation about drugs because most drug

- education programs are targeted at

older students. They said most of their

- information comes. from. movies and

television and thelr families..” ~ |

Monvatlon for trying- drugs and

llquor in lower' grades apparently

.comes from a desire to feel olderand to .
fxt in with other children, the survey.:
found. In the ninth grade, the main moti- ;3-
vation was havmg a good time,, ° .1, i

As early as the fourth grade, about 25

*‘v*percent said children their age felt peer ™
i M pressure to try beer, wine, liquor or

- marijuana. About 75 percent of the.
fourth graders saw a risk involved in .

'~ having one alcoholic 'drink daily or

smoking one marijuana cigarette daily., Py
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N.Y. Times April 26, 1983 (A-16)

- Comic Book Against Drugs

WASHINGTON, April 25 (AP) = [ 7 speecvic S, - RN
{ “Skree! Blam! Foom!" The i i R s )
 House presents a special {ssus of |’ CREEPS KB THEDE..,

“4%The New Teen Titans,” a camic | :
““book about jes who vane

AL THEY WANT 19 )
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“ten by the Keebler Company, was
L edtoday,as_anewtooltohelg
- -prevent: drug use among f
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Pressure

looks llke ‘it's too late lt you
'don'tgetmthembythetourm

-grades 4 tnrough 12 responded
to the survey, conducted by
the Weekly Reader with the
I Wl;ge!lmrsedrugabuseomce.
n
“learn about.drug dangers’
. mainly’ from. parents. TV and
'movlei. In sixth-grade; -chil--
.dren say they:l earn' from

‘awareness- campalgn using
. comic-book-characters that
“will -reach a-‘million fourth-

strl y of 500,000 s:

starts in 4th grade

:The five largest state prison
A'%aina in.inmata population

982:

had - the

p
up 12.1 percent from’ 1931.
Thmy-one

statamunder
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'I'he"survey Wi eon ucted by Weekly Redidet:
tons; wlilose magazinés- reach. 8 ‘million ¢

mm gtade It_s findings-aré:based oft

; conclusion of tpeistudmhesays.lsthat“a fundainénts
#hift of attitudes has to:take place that triakes drigs se
e a lessﬂeCessaryand glamorous partotgrow

1 28] atanﬂteHousepresscn e_feﬂqed'
muirenessotdmgandalcoholuseamm‘
eonjunction “With- that: Carlton “Thirfier;
Whits House Diug Abuse Poilcy Ofﬂ i
tontély’ funded, “Phesident's

‘ ‘éss..iaasedenaspec!a.!ymated
&neaemsl have beén serit by-the Deflittrhe
Alies £6 forirth graders 1iv 35,000 schools actoss the nation.
: mboaksmpackagédalongwiﬂlstudentacﬁvl
Posters; teuther guldes, and d “eertificate-of hét
mmmm Nariey'

‘0.K. to Say No'" campaign of televi
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
May 16, 1983

Dear Ms. Bates:

Thank you for your letter of May 12, 1983 requesting additional
comic book packets for your students. I do appreciate the
problem you are having with the quantity, however, I regret that
coples of the comic book are no longer available. I have been in
touch with DC Comics and they are forwarding to you, under
separate cover, 30 additional certificates. The students could
share the comic books and each could then be awarded the
_certificate.

The development of the comic book by DC Comics was made possible’
through a grant from the Keebler Company. One million copies .
were printed and distributed through the Department of Education
to 35,000 elementary schools. This office received several
hundred copies to distribute, however, since the official release
on -April 25, 1983, we have depleted our supply.

The Keebler Company is now considering a reprint. If you are
interested in the reprint, please contact Mr. Stephen Jacobs,

care of the U.S. Customs Service, 1301 Constitution Avenue, N,W.,
Washington, D,C. 20229,

For your information, similar comic book packets are being
developed by DC Comics, and funded by IBM and the National
Federation of Parents for Drug Free Youth for the fifth grade and
by the National Soft Drink Association for the sixth grade.

These packages will be ready for distribution when school resumes
in the fall,

Thanks again for your interest and please do not hesitate to
contact this office if we may be of any assistance in the future.

Sincerely,

Carlton Tufnher, Ph.D.
Special Assistant to the President
for Drug Abuse Policy

Ms. Jane Bates

Castelar Elementary School
850 'Yale Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
May 16, 1983

Dear Ms. Vitalis:

Thank you for your letter of May 12, 1983 referencing the Crime
Control Digest article and the Teen Titans comic book.

I regret that copies of the comic book are no longer available.
The development of the comic book by DC Comics was made possible
through a grant from the Keebler Company. One million copies
were printed and distributed through the Department of Education
to 35,000 elementary schools. This office received several
hundred copies to distribute, however, since the official release
on April 25, 1983, we have depleted our supply.

The Keebler Company is now considering a reprint. If you are
interested in the reprint, please contact Mr. Stephen Jacobs,
care of the U.S. Customs Service, 1301 Constitution Avenue, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20229.

For your information, similar comic book packets are being
developed by DC Comics, and funded by IBM and the National
Federation of Parents for Drug Free Youth for the fifth grade and
by the National Soft Drink Association for the sixth grade.

These packages will be ready for distribution when school resumes
in the fall. )

Thanks again for your interest and please do not hesitate to
contact this office if we may be of any assistance in the future.

Sincerely,

\

Ph.D.

/

Special Assistant to the President
for Drug Abuse Policy

Ms. Esther Vitalis

Secretary

British Columbia Police Commission
1550-409 Granville Street
Vancouver, British Columbia

V6C 1712
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‘ THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 17, 1983

Dear Dr. Irons:

The First Lady's office has forwarded your request for additional
copies of the Teen Titans comic book to me. We appreciate your
interest and enthusiasm regarding the book. It has been very
well received across the nation.

I regret that copies of the comic book are no longer available.
The development of the comic book by DC Comics was made possible
through a grant from the Keebler Company. ©One million copies
were printed and distributed through the Department of Education
to 35,000 elementary schools. This office received several
hundred copies to distribute, however, since the official release
on April 25, 1983, we have depleted our supply.

The Keebler Company is now considering a reprint. 1If you are
interested in the reprint, please contact Mr. Stephen Jacobs,
care of the U.S. Customs Service, 1301 Constitution Avenue, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20229.

For your information, similar comic book packets are being
developed by DC Comics, and funded by IBM and the National
Federation of Parents for Drug Free Youth for the fifth grade and
by the National Soft Drink Association for the sixth grade.

These packages will be ready for distribution when school resumes
in the fall.

Thanks again for your interest and please do not hesitate to
contact this office if we may be of any assistance in the future.

Sincerely,

Carlton ¥. Turner, Ph.D.
Special Assistant to the President
for Drug Abuse Policy

Dr. Bruce Irons

Hidden Valley Junior High
5100 Snow White Lane
Charlotte, NC 28213
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Is it possible to send 1,500 comic books to:

Ann,

Dr. Bruce Irons

Hidden Valley Jr. High
o 5100 Snow White Lane

Charlotte, NC. 28213

(704) 596-6515

He received 135 & his students loved the book ----

Thanks,

-

BJC




THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release April 25, 1983
PRIVATE SECTOR DRUG ABUSE AWARENESS PROGRAM

Dr. Carlton Turner, Special Assistant to the President for Drug
Abuse Policy, today announced the release of the first in a
series of drug abuse awareness comic books. Joining Dr. Turner
were representatives of DC Comics, a division of Warner
Communications, and The Keebler Company.

DC Comics donated the talent and artwork for the comic books,
and production was made possible by a grant from The Keebler
Company. A million copies of the comic book package are being
mailed this month to elementary schools across the nation for
distribution to fourth grades. The Department of Education
assumed mailing and distribution responsibilities.

The comic book project is part of a White House campaign to
enlist the private sector in the national campaign against drug
abuse. The Keebler Company and DC Comics sponsored the first
comic book project for the fourth grade; a similar project for
fifth and sixth graders is being developed. The fifth grade
project is being sponsored by IBM, the National Federation of
Parents for a Drug Free Youth, and DC Comics Inc. The sixth
grade project is being made possible by the National Soft Drink
Association and DC Comics.

The First Lady wrote a letter to the students which has been
included in each comic book. She also sent a letter to the
principals of each school encouraging their support of the
program,

A related project for the development of a drug abuse awareness
coloring book for kindergarten through third grades is also
planned.

Also joining in the announcement was Dr. Terry Borton,
Editor-in-Chief of the classroom publication The Weekly Reader.
Dr. Borton released the findings of a readership poll from the
fourth through twelfth grades. The poll, comprising responses
from 500,000 school children, makes clear the case for early
education in drug abuse awareness. The grade school children
report peer pressure to try drugs and alcohol is evident as
early as the fourth grade.
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