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Kathy Sheets 
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(Drafter) ' ----,--(Rev. I) 

Kathy ------------------
Nancy and I have recently learned of your illness through a letter sent 

to Ire by Mrs. Lillie Allen woo read about your problem in The Daily Gazette. --
We have also learned how the oorrmunity of Xenia and state goverrnrent officials 

are helping you. This is encouraging to all of us, but it is especially en­

couraging to know of your fighting spirit and your detenni.nation to get well. 

~ • n :your effort. 

Please give our best wishes to your husband Paul and our love to your sons 

, Ji.nley and Brandon. 

Mrs. Kathy Sheets 
Greene Menorial Hospital 
1141 North M:mroe Drive 
Xenia, Ohio 

45385 

May God bless you. 

RR 



• The Daily Gazette 
tffl Pulitzer Prize Winner in Journalism 

' 

opini~ns/views 
DONALD C. HOPF, Publisher and General Manager 

WILLIAM A. BRIGHT• Managing Editor 

PaRe Four Augu,i 25, 1982 

Community needs 
to help Kathy 

Few could be passive about the 
case of 33-year-old Kathy Sheets. 
KathY: needs a new heart and the 
intenaed path to obtaining that heart 
is a possible . trip from Xenia to Sta • • • 
m a ornia where a tran-
splant is "free. 0 

But the Xenia woman faces a lot of 
uncertainty. She must be accepted; 
she would then have to travel to 
California for examination to 
determine whether she can have the 
operation and $e would have to 
come up with an $87,000 deposit as 
well as .extensive amounts of money 
for other expenses, including living in 
California for several montns. 

In the meantime only medication 
and a strong will to survive are 
keeping her alive. She is afflicted 
with a heart problem called car­
diomyopathy and her heart has 
swelled to the size of a melon. 
Somehow, with the aid of doctors, she 
was able to pull out of cardiac arrest 
and is resting in the intensive care 
unit of Greene Memorial Hospital. 

She, her husband Paul and two 
children now are awaiting the future 
- a future that could bring a new 
heart and a new life to the Sheets 
family . 

But it could not ~bly come by 
just wai~. The only way for Kathy 
ever to have a future is if the com­
munity becomes involved and is able 
to financially help her on that 
ure:giving trip to t:alifornia. 

Appropriate organizations, and 
community groups as well as private 
citizens must group together and put 
forth an effort to lielp Kathy. Funds 
must l}e raised and the communitY. 
must see to it that one member of 
that community is given the op­
portunity to live. 

We can debate the virtues of taxes, 
inflation, energy costs, government 
projects and the many other 
pocketbook-emptying issues that 
confront us. but l<afhy's situation is 
in a different realm - a realm in 
which success is life and failure is 
death. 

There, of course, is no ~arantee 
that Kathy will live even if enough 
funds are raised to carry out a heart 
transplant operation. And there is no 
return on the investment. 

There would be only the 
satisfaction that the community gave 
a young mother a chance to have a 
new life with her family. God willing, 
that new life can become reality. 

p 
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