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UNITED STATES INFORMATION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON. D C. 20 54 7 

DIRE CTOR 

August 9, 1983 

Dear Jim: 

I have just sent the enclosed letter to the 
President and pass it on to you your . d"'\.... 
info atio G,{I" .._,~~ u ~ 
5 C". • 1 

Warm regards. 

Sincerely, 

Charles z. Wick 

(Dictated but not signed by Mr. Wick 
• in his absence from the office.) 

The Honorable 
James A. Baker III 
Chief of Staff and 

Assistant to the President 
The White House 



United States 
Information 

• • Agency 

,,,~ I 11 "''""'""· D C 205'7 

1 Dear Mr. President: 

D,recro, 

August 8, 1983 

As you know, I wrote an article for the July 2, 1983, issue of 
TV Guide entitled, "Why Isn't TV Covering the Slaughter in 
Southeast Asia?" (see attachment A). The article focused on 
television's lack of coverage of the continuing tragedy of the 
Kampuchean refugees in Thailand. 

Response to the article has been gratifying and sometimes 
touching. I thought you might be interes~ed in some of the 
reactions I have received. 

A woman from New Hampshire wrote: " ... If donations from 
people who care enough to help for food, medical, shelter 
clothing are acceptable, please let me know. If a child 
needs a home, I will provide that home with lots of love and 
care." 

A woman from Indiana said: " ... We are raising a family of 
three and sometimes it is not easy. But I would like to 
know if there is anything I can do. Do they need clothing? 
That is something I could help with." 

A man in Oregon wrote: " ... I would appreciate it if you 
could send me an address that I might write concerning 
adoption of a child." 

These samples represent the basic tenor of the letters I 
received. They indicate the fact that the public is very 
compassionate when confronted by the emotional dimension of 
political reality. This point is corroborated by the tremendous 
response to your recent radio talk asking for organ donors to 
help save the lives of small children. 

Therefore I suggest we address graphically and in human terms 
the suffering our policies are designed to correct in El 
Salvador and elsewhere. By using photographs and recounting the 
individual misery of real Salvadoran families we can help 
America understand the terrible tragedy now taking place in 
Central America. 

Warm regards. 

The President 
.The White House 

I 

ely, 

/ 

Charles z. Wick 

USIA 
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. 8A 02347 , 
U mted States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 
-we&J7 

UNCLASSIFIED February 1, 1984 otr//~f 
" I ', 
b r ~- ~ 2 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

P./2 • 24 
CtJ{){)/-~6 

.. 

Subject: 
S 'T I -----------' I . /. I'' I Mr. Montoya s Letter of January 19 Reques 1ng • ,,...,,,;,~ 

Appointments for Pacific Island Leaders 
with the President 

In a letter dated January 19, Mr. Richard T. Montoya, 
Acting Assistant Secretary, Territorial and International 
Affairs, Department of the Interior, recommended to the 
National Security Council that a selected group of leaders of 
Pacific island countries be provided an opportunity to meet the 
President this year in order to demonstrate U.S. interest in 
their countries. 

The Department thoroughly agrees with the objective of Mr. 
Montoya's suggestion. To this end we have asked the NSC to 
approve an Official Visit during the second half of 1984 for 
the region's pre-eminent statesman, Fijian Prime Minister Ratu 
Sir Kamisese Mara. Last fall, we also explored with the NSC 
staff the possibility of a working visit for the Prime Minister 
of the largest and most populous country in the area, Papua New 
Guinea, but were unsuccessful because of conflicting demands 
for the President's time. 

The format of a quick meeting with the President for a 
number of island leaders was tried during the Carter 
Administration and was not successful. The leaders of the 
larger countries in the region play active international roles 
and are well aware of how we treat countries that we consider 
significant to us. On that occasion, they refused to attend 
and it is very unlikely that they would change their minds this 
time around. 

The Department appreciates Mr. Montoya's efforts to point 
out the necessity for increased U.S. attention to the island 
countries. One of the most obvious signs of our lack of such 
attention in the past is the fact that no Chief of State or 
Head of Government from any of these nations has ever been 
invited for a state or official visit. A Presidential 
invitation to Prime Minister Mara would provide an excellent 
demonstration of our high regard for these small but friendly 
democracies. ~ 

Charles Hill 
Executive Secretary 

UNCLASSIFIED 



8402347 
ID 8400682 NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFERRAL DATE: 24 JAN 84 

MEMORANDUM FOR . STATE SECRETARIAT 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO : MCFARLANE 

SOURCE . MONTOYA, R 

DATE ~ 19 JAN 84 

KEYWORDS: PACIFIC ISLANDS CUBA 

GRENADA AP 

SUBJ~ APPT REQUEST FOR LEADERS OF PACIFIC ISLANDS W/ PRES 

REQUIRED ACTION: RECOMMENDATIONS 

DUEDATE: 30 JAN 84 

COMMENTS . 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 



.;. 

Bill Martin 

Bob Kimmitt 

John Poindexter 

Wilma Hall 

Bud McFarlane 

Bob Kimmitt 

NSC Secretariat 

Situation Room 

I= Information 

-. 

National Security Council 
The White House 

SEQUENCE TO 

'2-

A= Action R = Retain 

System# 

Package# 

HAS SEEN • DISPOSITION 

D = Dispatch N = No further Action 

cc: VP Meese Baker Deaver Other __________ _ 

COMMENTS Should be seen by: _________ _ 
(Date/Time) 
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JAN 2 3 1984 

United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

Honorable Robert C. McFarlane 
Assistant to the Presiderit 

for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, .D.C. 20523 

Dear Mr. McFarlane: 

;>'~~~:-t,···\ .. ~·,.~ ':' • ::-'"t\:.uti~ 

L JAN I 9 1984 i;i 
ti ~ , •. :• ..... .-_--~~I:H:..I~:i:r~:1 

@) 

At the su~ge~tion of Secretary Clark, .I am directing to you 
a recommendation that consideration be giveri to br:i.nging to 
Washington some time this year a selected group of leaders 
of Pacific Island countries. The purpose would be to demon­
strate U.S. interest in their countrie~ and to provide an 
opportunity for them to be photographed with the President. 

The recommendation had its genesis in a conversation I had 
last December in Apia with the Prime Minister of Western 
Samoa. My meeting with Tofilau Eti took place at the urging 
of Peter T. Coleman, the Governor of American Samoa, with • 
whom I had beeri discussing a number of problems currently 
faced by that U.S. Territory. 

The Prime Minister. made a special effort to convey to me his 
views about U.S. policies, mentioning especially his support 
of the American rescue mission in Grenada. It was in that 
context that Eti displayed concern about Cuban activities in 
Pacific Island countries and suggested the United States should 
do more to demonstrate to Pacific Island leaders its concern 
for the well-being of their countries and peoples, perhaps 
initially by bringing a sel.ect .group to Washington for a brief 
visit with the Pres:i.derit. Naturally, .the Prime Minister would 
like to be included in the group so .that he can provide to the 
people of Western Samoa ev:i.derice of his support for the U.S., 
as well as U.S. interest in his country. 

I have not discussed the recommendation with State Department 
officials, but, as you will note, _have sent them a copy of this 
letter·. 

c: Paul D. Wolfowitz 
A/S EAP 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Richard T. Montoy 
Acting Assistant Secretary 
Ter.r:i.torial and International 

Affairs 

Richard J. Dols, _Dir. EAP/PIA 
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. 8.A02347 
United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 ~ ~ // O f 

UNCLASSIFIED February 1, 1984 //~t) 

~0t)/-t'6 
MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 

THE WHITE HOUSE _LQt,~-- - {2J I 7 if 
~ : . • .- Co /) s-% 

Subject: Mr. Mento a's Letter of Januar 
Appointments or Pacific Island 
witli the President 

Leader~e ·s-t ·in '/!ptJff 

In a letter dated January 19, Mr. Richard T. Montoya, 
Acting Assistant Secretary, Territorial and International 
Affairs, Department of the Interior, recommended to the 

~£tJfJ7 

FGco~-//4 
National Security Council that a selected group of leaders of 
Pacific island countries be provided an opportunity to meet the 
President this year in order to demonstrate u.s. interest in 
their countries. 

The Department thoroughly agrees with the objective of Mr. 
Montoya's suggestion. To this end we have asked ·the NSC to 
approve an Official Visit during the second half of 1984 for 
the region's pre-eminent statesman, Fijian Prime Minister Ratu 
Sir Kamisese Mara. Last fall, we also explored with the NSC 
staff the possibility of a working visit for the Prime Minister 
of the largest and most populous country in the area, Papua New 
Guinea, but were unsuccessful because of conflicting demands 
for the President's time. 

The format of a quick meeting with the President for a 
number of island leaders was tried during the Carter 
Administration and was not successful. The leaders of the 
larger countries in the region play active international roles 
and are well aware of how we treat countries that we consider 
significant to us. On that occasion, they refused to attend 
and it is very unlikely that they would change their minds this 
time around. 

The Department appreciates Mr. Montoya's efforts to point 
out the necessity for increased U.S. attention to the island 
countries. One of the most obvious signs of our lack of such 
attention in the past is the fact that no Chief of State or 
Head of Government from any of these nations has ever been 
invited for a ~tate or official visit. A Presidential 
invitation to Prime Minister Mara would provide an excellent 
demonstration of our high regard for these small but friendly 
democracies. ~ 

Charles Hill 
Executive Secretary 

UNCLASSIFIED 



JAN 2 3 1984 

United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

Honorable Robert C. McFarlane 
Assistant to the President 

for National Security Affairs. 
The White House 
Washington, _D.C. 20523 

Dear Mr. McFarlane: 

r ·:-:: ~\ ::-.-~·•. ': .... .- '. :: '-t'.:~t-1r 

i JAN I 9 1984 ~ 
: ~ .• : ·. ~ ..... :: __ ·:::.~~~E;.~~:·1i 

At the sugges·tion of Secretary Clark, I am directing to you 
a recommen"dation that consideration be given to bringing to 
Washington some time this year a selected group of leaders 

~-& . ~ 

of Pacific Island countries. The ·purpose· would be to demon­
strate U.S. interest in their countries and to provide an 
opportunity for them to be photographed with the President. 

The recommendation had its genesis in a conversation I had 
last December in Apia .with. the Prime Minister of Western 
Samoa. My meeting with Tofilau Eti took place at the urging 
of Peter. T. Coleman, the Governor of American Samoa, with 
whom I had been discussing a number of problems currently 
faced by that U.S. Territory. 

The Prime Minister. made a special effort to convey to me his 
views about U.S. policies, mentioning especially his support 
of the American rescue mission in Grenada. It was in that 
context that Eti displayed concern about Cuban activities in 
Pacific Island countries and suggested the United States should 
do more to demonstrate to Pacific Island leaders its concern 
for the well-being of their countries and peoples, _perhaps 
initially by bringing a select .group to Washington for a brief 
visit with the President. Naturally, the Prime Minister would 
like to be included in the group so .that he can provide to the 
people of Western Samoa evidence of his support for the U.S., 
as well as U.S. interes.t in his country. 

I have not discussed the recommendation with State Department 
officials, but, _as you will note, _have sent them a copy of this 
letter. 

Sincerel.y, 

~ 
Richard T. Montey 
Acting Assistant Secretary 
Territorial and International 

Affairs 
c: Paul D. Wolfowitz 

A/S EAP 
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United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2024-0 

Honorable Robert C. McFarlane 
Assistant to the President 

for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20523 

Dear Mr. McFarlane: 

. • • •• ~ 1· . . ·. ' 

At the suggestion of Secretary Clark, I am di r ecting to you 
a recommendation that consideration be given. to bringing to 
Washington some time this year a selected group of leaders 
of Pacific Island countries. The purpose would be to demon­
strate U.S. interest in their countries and to provide an 
opportunity for them to be photographed with the President. 

The recommendation had its genesis in a conversation I had 
last December in Apia with the Prime Minister of Western 
Samoa. My meeting with Tofilau Eti took place at the urging 
of Peter T. Coleman, the Governor of American Samoa, with 
whom I had been discussing a number of problems currently 
faced by that U.S. Territory. 

The Prime Minister made a special effort to convey to me his 
views about U.S. policies, mentioning especially his support 
of the American rescue mission in Grenada. It was in that 
context that Eti displayed concern about Cuban activities in 
Pacific Island countries and suggested the United States should 
do more to demonstrate to Pacific Island leaders its concern 
for the well-being of their countries and peoples, perhaps 
initially by bririging a select group to Washington for a brief 
visit with the President. Naturally, the Prime Minister would 
like to be included in the group so that he can provide to the 
people of Western Samoa evidence of his support for the U.S., 
as well as U.S. interest in his country. 

I have not discussed the recommendation with State Department 
officials, but, as you will note, ~ave sent them a copy of this 
letter. 

c: Paul D. Wolfowitz 
A/S EAP 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Richard T. Montey 
Acting Assistant Secretary 
Territorial and International 

Affairs 
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