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For: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane 
- National Security Council 

The White House 

Reference: 
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Date October 26l 1984 

To: President Reagan From: James c. Heaney, National Council of 
Irish Americans 

Date: October 8, 1984 Subject: August 12, 1984 incident 

in Belfast, Northern Ireland 
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Action Taken: 
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U nited States D epartment of State 

.. ~ .... T1'7r., I-. :~ , .. - - n r 0n .::-1n 

-~ 

October 26, 1984 

Mr. James C. Heaney, Chairman 
Attorney's Committee 
National Council of Irish Americans 
Ell i cott Square Building 
Buf f alo, N.Y. 14203 

Dear Mr. Heaney: 

I am replying to your lettq r to President Reagan of October 8 
regarding the August 12 disturbances in Northern Ireland. 

We share your concern about the tragic situation in Northern 
Ireland which from time to time gives rise to the kind of 
violence that occurred in August. We understand that United 
Kingdom authorities have initiated an investigation into these 
even ts, and we are awaiting the results of that process with 
great interest, particularly because of the presenc~ of and 
injury to several Americans during the public gathering in 
Belfast on August 12. our Consul General in Belfast has 
written a letter to the appropriate authorities requesting a 
copy of the final report. Since the investigation is still in 
pro9ress, it would not seem appropriate to make comments at 
tnis time. 

Information available to us on how the August 12 situation 
developed indicates that the United Kingdom Home Office 
announced on July 28 that the Home Secretary had "decided to 
refuse to allow Mr. Martin Galvin entry to the United Kingdom 
on the grounds that his exclusion is conducive to the public 
goo:1." Martin Galvin is an American citizen and publicity 
dir~ctor for the New York-based Irish Northern Aid (NORAID). 
The Home Secretary indicated that he ''accepts the right of 
visitors to hold and express political views which may be 
cri~ical of the Government and even anathema to the great 
maj)rity of people in the United Kingdom." He added that he 
"ca .. 1.not, however, accept that a person who has expressed 
support for terrorist murder in such terms as (Mr. 
Gal ·vin) .... should be permitted to visit the United Kingdom." 
We do not believe that any other members of the NORAID 
delegation were subject to exclusion orders. 

As you are undoubtedly aware, Mr. Galvin entered Northern 
Ireland, as we understand it by way of the Republic of Ireland, 
in defiance of the British decision and appeared at a public 
gathering for the 13th anniversary of ~he British decision to 
effect internment without trial, a practice abandoned since 
1975. Mr. Galvin's appearance at the raJly touched off a melee 
when the police attempted to arrest him because of his 
violation of British law. 



2 

In recent human rights reports on the United Kingdom, including 
the one submitted to the Congress in January 1984 (copy 
enclosed), the Department of State has noted that both the 
British people and their government continually seek to 
maintain and improve the high quality of human rights practices 
domestically and to promote high levels internationally. The 
Department has observed, however, that these long-standing 
traditions are daily put to test in Northern Ireland, where the 
British Government strives to combat terrorist violence--the 
most significant human rights problem in the United Kingdom--and 
to maintain public safety against a background of a deeply 
divided society. 

President Reagan, in successive St. Patrick's Day statements 
and during his visit to the Republic of Ireland in June of this 
year, has expressed frequently the concern of this 
Administration with events in Northern Ireland. 

The President has emphasized that ''it is not for the United 
States to chart a course for the people of Northern Ireland." 
He has indicated however that "we do have an obligation to urge 
our long-time friends in that part of the world to seek 
reconciliation between the two traditions in Northern Ireland 
and accommodation through democratic means." The President has 
said tnat ''those who advocate or engage in violence and 
terrorism should find no welcome in the United States." He 
also stated that we "conctemn all such acts and oppose the 
forces of discord in Northern Ireland, which obstruct the 
process of reconciliation, so essential for peace." The 
President has asked all Americans "to refrain from supporting, 
with financial or other aid, organizations involved directly or 
indirectly in perpetuating violence." 

The President has urged that "those Americans .... who w1.sn to 
help, lend their support and contributions to legitimate groups 
and organizations which work to promote reconciliation and 
economic cooperation." American business can contribute to the 
economy of Ireland, North and south, by creating industrial 
investment and job opportunities for the benefit of both 
traditions--Catholic and Protestant--thereby engendering a 
spirit of equality and tolerance. 

I hope this letter is responsive to the concerns you have 
raised. 

Enclosure: 

Sincerely, 

iJ1i"Ctv r,,- Uk~ 
Martin A. Wenick 
Dire~tor 
Office of Northern European 

Affairs 

1~84 UK/Nort =iern Ireland Human Rights Report 
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8429268 

T H E W H I T E H OU S E 

REFERRAL 

0 F F I C E 

OCTOBER 24, 1984 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

248663 

LETTER, DATED OCTOBER 8, 1984 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MR. JAMES C. HEANEY 
CHAIRMAN 
ATTORNEY'S COMMITTEE 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF IRISH AMERICANS 
ELLICOTT SQUARE BUILDING 
BUFFALO NY 14203 

SUBJECT: REQUESTS INFORMATION REGARDING AMERICAN 
CITIZENS ATTACKED IN BELFAST IN AUG 84 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KE:LLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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8429268 

President Ronald Reagan 
White House 
Washington, n.c. 
Dear Mr. President: 

October 8, 1984 

On August 12th last, about 150 American citiz.ens were attacked 
in Bel.fast by the Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC ). Many ,Americans 
were struck by plastic bullets, shot at them point blank. _ Several 
Americans suffered fractures, as was reported in the press. At the 
time, they were attending a public political rally of about 2000 people. 

Irish Americans are shocked that you, as President_, remained silent 
in the fact of this brutal attack on American citizens. To o:ur knowledge 
Presidential silence under these circumstances is unheard of. 

Is their some reason why Irish Americans can be brutalized in this 
fashion with your silent consent? 

Please advise me whether the above incident was ever a subject of 
protest to the London government. Please furnish me with a copy of aey 
such protest under the Freedom of Infonnation Act, together with Britain's 
reply. 

Irish Americans should have the facts prior to the November elec­
tion. 

We would also like to know what action you will take to prevent a 
repitition of such assaults on Americans visiting Northem Ireland. 

JCH:jas 

Respectfully yours, 

~ C . ,..,__,_7. 

. I 
'AMES C. HEANEY, Chainnan 

Attomey's Committee 
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WASHINGTON 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

April 21, 1983 

EDWIN L. HARPE.b/1/ 

LEHMANN K. LI ()~ 

~ 

International Lending from London 

F o o<J o/-cJ3 
F-T o o ;;_ 

If one considers the amount of international lending don~ 
~ ban~s .1.o_cate_d _ ip th~ UK. ( including both branches of foreign . 
Banks in the UK- and domestic branches of UK banks), the proportion 
of international lending conducted from the UK- is: 

External claims of banks in UK 

Total gross external claims of 
15 BIS countries & US banks in 
offshore centers 

Proportion 

' 

$ 460 B 

1626 

28 % 

Source: Quarterly Series for the Bank of International 
Settlements, January 1983. 

If one considers only the aro.ount of international lending 
done by just UK banks worldwide, the proportion is: 

Foreign lending by UK banks 
worldwide 

Net international lending 

Proportion 

$ 158 B 

945 

17 % 

Source: Bank of England Quarterly Bulletin, September 1982. 
The data are as of December 1981. 

The reason why net international lending is so much less 
than total gross external claims of the BIS countries is because 
of the large amount of interbank lending done. 

The only piece of data which approximates the 75 percent 
figure we talked about relates to Eurocurrency claims confined 
to Europe. That proportion is: 

Eurocurrency claims of banks in UK 

Total eurocurrency claims of banks 
in Europe 

Proportion 

cc: Roger B. Porter 

$ 434 B 

84 0 

52 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

DATE RECEIVED: DECEMBER 21, 1984 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: MR. JAMES A. DELANEY 

SUBJECT URGES THE PRESIDENT TO IMPRESS UPON MARGARET 
THATCHER THE NECESSITY OF A JUST & LASTING 
SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM OF A DIVIDED IRELAND 
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( Classification) 

DEPART MENT OF STATE 
EXECUTI \E SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 

Mr. Rober~ C. Mcfarlane 
National Se c urity Council 
The White House 

S/S ~500535 

Date January 12, 1985 

Reference: 

To: President Reagan From: James Delaney, Irish American Unit 
Conference 

Date: 12-19-8 4 Subject:Urges the President to impress 

upon Mrs
1 

Thatcher necessity for a solution to problem of Northern Ireland . 

WH Referral Dated: January 9 , 1985 NSC IDII 2588 3 9 
(if any) 

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State 

I, / Ac t i o n Ta k e n : 
,1/ :-

l!t'-';r· 
, /A 

/2 

/ ~ 
/ M 

xx 

Remarks: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below . 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

(Classification) 

~ L --/~ 
Ni6'holas Platt r 

·Executive Secretary 





\. ~~=<>, 

Mr. James A. Delaney 
Chairman 
Irish American Unity Conference 
571 Spencer Lane 
San Antonio, Texas 78201 

Dear Mr. Delaney: 

t • ni ted States Departme nt of Sta te 

Wa shington, D. C. 20520 

January 10, 198~ 

I am replying to your telegram of December 19 to President 
Reagan which containea your views on the present state of 
Anglo-Irish discussions on Northern Ireland and which urged the 
President to raise this issue with Prime Minister Thatcher 
during her December visit. 

In the course of their discussions on Dece~ber 22 at Camp 
David, the President and Mrs. Thatcher exchanged views on this 
matter. The President expressed his concerns on Northern 
Ireland and emphasized the need for all parties concerned to 
take steps whicb will contribute to reconciliation in that area. 

.Sincerely, 

/ 'I • 
(....'0..j'v,__,'-f 

Martin A. 
Dire<::tor 
Office of 

Affairs 

c,, l t! 1{,~ 

Wenick 

Northern European 
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T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

0 F F I C E 

JANUARY 9, 1985 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED : 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING : 

ID: 

MEDIA : 

TO: 

FROM: 

258839 

TELEGRAM, DATED DECEMBER 19, 1984 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MR. JAMES A. DELANEY 
CHAIRMAN 
IRISH AMERICAN UNITY CONFERENCE 
571 SPENCER LANE 
SAN ANTONIO TX 78201 

SUBJECT : URGES THE PRESIDENT TO IMPRESS UPON MARGARET 
THATCHER THE NECESSITY OF A JUST & LASTING 
SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM OF A DIVIDED IRELAND 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486 . 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIREeTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

!,.J 1-➔ I TE HOUSE DC 

AS NATIONAL CHAIRMAN OF THE NATION-WIDE IRISH AMERICAN LJNilY 

CONFERiNCiy I U~GE YOU IN YOUR FORTh-COMI~G MEETI~G WITH MARGARET 

THATCHER, TO IMPRESS UPON rlER THE ~ECESSITY OF A 0UST AND LASTj~G 
' -

SOL~fION TO THF PROBLEM OF A DIVIDED IRELAND; TO REMIND HER OF TrlE 
• • -

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT'S CONDEMNATION OF THE USE OF PLASTIC BULLETS y OF 

THE SUPER~RASS TRIALS AND SUMMARY COURf PROCEEDINGS THAT HAVE BEEN 

C □ NDFMNFD BY RESPECTIVE IRISH AND ENGLISH LAWYERSy AND OF THE 

iN?AMOUS ARMAGH STRJP SEARCHES TME PURPOSE OF WhICH APPEARS TO BF 

HUM!Ll~TIOil AND DE G~ADATION OF JRl5h WOMEN. 

\ 
A JUST AND LASTING SOLUTION EMBODYING POLITICAL REUNIFiCATlON OF 

IRELAND AND SELF -DETERMINATION fCR THf IRISH PEOPLE ARE MATTERS OF 

PRIMARY CONCERN TO THE MEMBERS OF THIS AND OTHER IRISH AMERICAN 

□ RGANI7A'fI □ NS. 

JAMES A DELANEY CHAIRMAN OF THE IRISH AMERICAN UNiTY CONFERENCE 

571 SPENCrR LN 

SAN ANTONIO TX 78201 
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Executive Board 
Thomas W. Gleason, ILA , Chairman 

John E. Lawe, TWU , Vice Chairman 

Harry Van Arsdale, Central Labor Council 

Morton Bahr, CWA 

Moe Biller, APWU 

James Boyle, Firefighters 
Peter Brennan, Building Trades 

- Edward Cleary, NYS AFL-CIO 

Ray Corbett, lronworkers 

James Devine, CWA 

Humphrey Donahue, AFL-CIO 

Frank Drozak, Seafarers 

Barry Feinstein, Teamsters 

Murray Finley, ACTWU 

Rich Fitzsimmons, Tunnelworkers 

Lou Gordon, UPIU 

Ed Hanley, BRAC 

Msgr. James Healy, State Mediation 

Tom Hobart, NYSUT 

James Joy, UWUA 

John Kelly, OPEIU 
Frank Lonardo, ILA 

Edward Maher, NYS Dept. Labor 

John Mahoney, Teamsters 

Michael Mann 
AFL-CIO (ret.) ; Loya l League 

Mike Maye, Teamsters 

George McDonald, Printing Trades 

Paschal McGuinness, Carpenters 

Frank McHale, Carpenters 

Ray McKay, MEBA-AMO 
Josie McMillian, APWU 

Mickey Morris, Teamsters 

John Murray, Plumbers 

John F. O'Connor, Carpenters 

John J. O'Connor, Amalg. Bank 
Peter O'Brien, AFSA 

Fred O'Neal, Actors 
Ed Panarello, Maritime Port Council 

Bertram Powers, ITU 

Albert Shanker, UFT 

John Sweeney, SEIU 

Operations 
William Treacy, Engineers 

President 

Paul O'Dwyer, Esq,, 
Legal Counsel 

Daniel Kane, Teamsters 
Sec. -Treas. 

Joseph Jamison 
Director 
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Irish-American Labor Coalition 
American Labor Committee For Human Rights 

In Northern Ireland 
New York Chapter 

11 1 BROADWAY, ROOM 800, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10006 
(212) 437-9118 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

Dec. 19, 1984 

Our organization is C(?.mposed of American t _!'_<;1- de 
union Lea.de-£-s- seekin_g. peace and justice_ jn I ~_e_]:~nq ·~· 
Over the past few years, we have been the strongest 
voice in the American labor movement calling for 
and end to human rights violations in the North. 

We were shocked at the Thatcher government's dis­
missal of the moderate proposals of the New Ire-
land Forum for a path to peace and unity. 

\ We urge you to discuss the plight of Northern Ire-
I land in your upcoming discussions with Mrs Thatcher 
1 at Camp David. 

' For the committee, 

cc Thomas W. Gleason, 
I.L.A., AFL-CIO 

Sincerely, 

/ll'~¾ fl -~/ 
W~_i iam~F ~ Treacy, Pres • 

i -~ ;. ~ 
. Jbseph • amison, Dir. 

/ 
Pres. 
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Dear Mr. Speaker: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 9, 1985 

Thank you for your letter of December 13 
setting forth your concerns about the present 
state of the Anglo-Irish dialogue on Northern 
Ireland and asking that I discuss Northern 
Ireland with Prime Minister Thatcher during her 
December visit to Washington. 

During my meeting with Mrs. Thatcher at Camp 
David on December 22, I made a special effort 
to bring your letter to her personal attention 
and to convey your message of concern. I also 
personally emphasized the need for progress in 
resolving the complex situation in Northern 
Ireland, and the desirability for flexibility 
on the part of all the involved parties. 

I fully share your view that the way forward in 
Northern Ireland must be peaceful, and that it 
must involve not only the two communities in 
Northern Ireland, but also the governments of 
Ireland and the United Kingdom. Please be 
assured that my Administration will continue to 
urge our Irish and British friends to follow a 
path of reconciliation and accommodation 
through democratic means. 

While emphasizing the complexity of the situa­
tion, Mrs. Thatcher made a point of stressing 
to me that press reports of her alleged 

,- - C - ' I K£/...£1/ s w 
C' rct 1-1o y :zr 17 
~ - -

B'f ~--?_r;,_, ;1,'-',,., · , LI 6/IY/rc, 
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differences with Prime Minister FitzGerald were 
exaggerated. She also noted that she would be 
continuing her discussions with Prime Minister 
FitzGerald early in the new year. 

I greatly appreciate your personal interest in 
this matter and look forward to your continuing 
advice. 

Sincerely, 

Q~~ 

The Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill 
Speaker of the 

House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
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CDNFIB-t:'N'Il.A:It W/UNCLASSIFIED ATTACHMENTS 

ACTION January 8, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C . .MCFARLANE 

FROM: PETER R. SOM.MER'(,&-

SUBJECT: Presidential Reply to Speaker O'Neill: 
Northern Ireland 

Speaker O'Neill wrote the President in December asking him to 
discuss Northern Ireland with .Mrs. Thatcher. As you will 
recall, the President did. 

State has sent us a draft reply, which I have modified and 
expanded. B. Oglesby expressed an interest in the reply and I 
have coordinated it with him. I have also made the memo to 
the President a joint one from you and B. Within the 
limitations imposed by the situation in Northern Ireland, we 
have tri8d to make the reply as upbeat as possible. This is 
important in view of the Speaker's key role in approving .Mrs. 
Thatcher's pending request to address a joint session of 
Congress. 

State has cleared my revised response, which I also ~hecked 
informally with the British Embassy because of H.MG's great 
sensitivity over what we say to Cong~ess about Northern 
Ireland. 

RECOM.MENDA' ION 

That y ou sign the Tab I memo (B. has already signed it), 
forward~ng the draft response for Presidential signature. 

Approve 

Chr:i(_~~ concurs 

Disapprove 

I - • ..... - ) 

" ·.., l .: 1?-16-s:4/k'" 

!}!J --Sh r' -· 6//Y;ocJ 
."1\ ttachments 

Tab I .Memo to President 
Tab A Proposed Presidential Reply to O'Neill 

Tab II State's Draft . 

C0NFIDE~TI~I W/UNCLASSIFIED ATTACHMENTS 
Declassify: OADR 



ACTION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 8, 1985 

The Pr esident has s::·c.:n -•-·-· .. 

' - . l 
... ,.,_ I• ' ' ~ ~ , , ( 

- J - · -- .. • ' v o ·d 1'4 

--
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT~ 

FROM: ROBERT C. McFARLAN~. c;#~ B. OGLESBY, 

SUBJECT: Presidential Reply to Speaker O'Neill : 
Northern Ireland 

You will recall that Speaker O'Neill wrote just prior to Mrs. 
Thatcher's arrival asking you to discuss the situation in 
Northern Ireland with her; which you did . 

Working from a State draft, we have made your recommended 
reply as positive as pos s ible, within the limitations imposed 
b y the complex situation in Northern Ireland. 

Recommendation 

OK No 

C/~ 

Attachment : 

That you sign your Tab A reply to Speaker 
O' Neill. 

Prepared by : 
Peter R. Sommer 

cc: Vice President 

Tab A Presidential Response 

------· 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

~ W/UNCLASSIFIED ATTACHMENTS 

ACTION January 8, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE 

FROM: PETER R. SOMMER?,::0- --
SUBJECT: Presidential Reply to Speaker O'Neill: 

Northern Ireland 

Speaker O'Neill wrote the President in December asking him to 
discuss Northern Ireland with Mrs. Thatcher. As you will 
recall, the President did. 

State has sent us a draft reply, which I have modified and 
expanded. B. Oglesby expressed an interest in the reply and I 
have coordinated it with him. I have also made the memo to 
the President a joint one from you and B. Within the 
limitations imposed by the situation in Northern Ireland, we 
have tried to make the reply as upbeat as possible. This is 
important in view of the Speaker's key role in approving Mrs. 
Thatcher's pending request to address a joint session of 
Congress. 

State has cleared my revised response, which I also checked 
informally with the British Embassy because of HMG's great 
sensitivity over what we say to Congress about Northern 
Ireland. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the Tab7 I memo (B. has already signed it), 
forwarding the dr~,tresponse for Presidential signature. 

Approve _ Disapprove 

Chr~~ concu~ s 

Attachments 

Tab I Memo to President 

'£1 )-/Qs.;zf 2-z 

!'17 ,:;z_ r ,,. ""·· t, ,,. - o// Y/ u o 

Tab A Proposed Presidential Reply to O'Neill 
Tab II State's Draft 

CONFIDENTIAL W/UNCLASSIFIED ATTACHMENTS 
Declassify: OADR 
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(Classification) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM"" 
s/s B435276 

Date J anuary 4 , 1985 

For: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane 
National Security Council 
The White House 

Reference: 

To: President Reagan 

Date: December 13, 198 4 

From: Congressman o 'Neill 

Subject: Northern Ireland 

WH Referral Dated: Decembe r 24 , 19 84 NSC ID# 25 9 804 

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State. 

(if any ) 

Action Taken: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

XX Other. 

Remarks: The attached White Hous e transmittal was answered under 
State S/S 84 344 70 (attached ). 

(A 7/cJJ-/c;j 

J ;rf ~ b 
0\5 t/d-iJ--/ttlxecutive Secretary 

( Classification) 
DECL:OADR 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FO~ 
S/S 8434470/71 

Date December 28. 19B4 

Fora Mr. Robert c. McFarlan• 
Natl,:>nal Security Council 
Th• ,ilhi te House 

Reference,-

To: 

Date: 

f • t ~, 
The President From: Speaker Thomas P. O'Neill 
December 17 1984 

December i3, 1984 Subject: Northern Ireland 

WH Referral Dated: 12/18 -
NSC IDt (if any) 

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State. . , 

Action Taken: 

X 

Remarks: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no re-sponse is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. 
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PROPOSED RESPONSE TO LETTER FROM SPEAKER 

THOMAS P. O'NEIL'L DATED DECEMBER 13, 1984 

CONCERNING NORTHERN IRELAND 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

,d/d:{>-o)J 
Thank you for your letter of December 13 which set forth 

your concerns about the present state of-0:nglo-Irish dialogue 

h 1 a d 1--. ' 1--. 6-:Jl<.4 ~ -; h 1--. , ' b on Nort ern Ire an an Wnlen ~~c&ted trrat tn1s 1sS"lle ue 

µ ~~ 
discussta""with Prime Minister 'I'hatcher during her December 

visit to Was bi ngton; vJ/µ' LL- f cL,'d) • 

During my meeting with Mrs. Thatcher at Camp David on 
~t-<Sp«.P~/o~ ~ 

December 22, I b'1!'-0ug~~ your letter to her attention and f-o 
'?f,..//)4'-'- 1 ~ 

convey• your concern~. I also emphasized m, ewA cener 11s -011 

~ 
th e nee d for progress and t.be etes;irability of all parties 

- ~ ~ ~/1(>/ 
involved making efforts ~ resolv~the ~ituation in Northern 

Ireland. et...l_ T,l.(D ~ vi ~zt, ~r- ½P ~ A,1;\81tl&+S' ~ / bt/~ 
-!;W. ) I [T '"' - j , 

~" f)c,.-.;r 1 v.f. ,tt., ~ v' ~ if»t ~ • 
I~ your view that the way forward in Northern 

I re land must be peaceful a.n • tic J • tj;c z J - and that it must 
; 4 

invol~h~o communities in Northern Ireland Bi#J~the 
~ I 

gover~ments of Ireland and the United Kingdom. Please be 

-.• ' ~I. I,.. )/~st::D 
pt:-t ;J - /0;-Z:t/7 - ---
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assured that my Administration will continue to urge our J)/'V--d~ 
~~$/,,._ 

friends in-- that p.art of tbe world. to follow a path of 
"' 

reconciliation and accommodation through democratic means. 

The Honorable 

Thomas P. O' Neill 

1'he Speaker 

Sincerely, 

Ronald W. Reagan 

House of Representatives 

h , 
ff LA)wh~~'ti f:k . ~{µft~ r'4~~' . 

\ " tli..0 -~ .,___-,12,, "- (J~.t:f-#~ -h,~-v-e h1C...4J 
• f(µ£r ~ ~~ 1 ~ '-7Z(~ \ IA)~~ 
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84,35276 

T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

0 F F I C E 

DECEMBER 24, 1984 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 259804 

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED DECEMBER 13, 1984 

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN 

FROM: THE HONORABLE THOMAS P. O'NEILL JR. 
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON DC 20515 

SUBJECT: URGES YOU TO ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF NORTHERN 
IRELAND AND THE FUTURE OF THE NEW IRELAND 
FORUM THIS WEEKEND IN YOUR TALKS WITH PRIME 
MINISTER THATCHER. ADDS THAT THE FORUM 
REPORT REPRESENTS A SINCERE, COMPREHENSIVE 
AND REALISTIC ASSESSMENT OF FUTURE ALTERNA­
TIVES FOR NORTHERN IRELAND. 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486 . 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

ly 

~~ 
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PROPOSED RESPONSE TO LETTER FROM SPEAKER 

THOMAS P. O'NEILL DATED DECEMBER 13, 1984 

CONCERNING NORTHERN IRELAND 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

Thank you for your letter of December 13 which set forth 

your concerns about the present state of Anglo-Irish dialogue 

on Northern Ireland and which suggested that this issue be 

discussed with Prime Minister Thatcher during her December 

visit to Washington. 

During my meeting with Mrs. Thatcher at Camp David on 

December 22, I brought your letter to her attention and 

conveyed your concerns. I also emphasized my own conerns on 

the need for progress and the desirability of all parties 

involved making efforts to resolve the situation in Northern 

Ireland . 

I share fully your view that the way forward in Northern 

Ireland must be peaceful and political, and that it must 

involve the two communities in Northern Ireland along with the 

governments of Ireland and the United Kingdom. Please be 

· I 1¼4JA 5 (;:D 
,p-0 J' t,---/6> i:lt,.6 -- - ----.,, ... 

f/li/u_q .- • 

/1/\. -Jh -----
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assured that my Administration will continue to urge our 

friends in that part of the world to follow a path of 

reconciliation and accommodation through democratic means. 

The Honorable 

Thomas P. O'Neill 

The Speaker 

Sincerely, 

Ronald W. Reagan 

House of Representatives 



December 18, 1984 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

Thank you very much for your December 13 
letter to the President regarding the 
scheduled talks between President Reagan 
and Prime Minister Thatcher. 

We appreciate receiving your suggestion 
that the issue of Northern Ireland and the 
future of the New Ireland Forum be included 
on the agenda for this meeting. Please 
know that your recommendations for the 
upcoming discussions have been relayed to 
the President and to his foreign policy 
advisers for prompt review. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

M. B. Oglesby, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 

The Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill 
Speaker of 

The House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

cc : w/copy of inc to W. Tapley Bennett, Cong Affrs, State - for 
DIREC1' response 

(Advance copy sent to State Legis Affrs , 1~8/ 84} 
cc: w/copy of inc to NSC Secretariat - FYV 

(Advance copy sent to Peter 
Sommer 12il8/84) 

'--4':n/"'\. _ 1.7-n -r _ 1- _ _ ..! 



TO: B 

THE WHIT'.: HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 18, 1984 

FROM: KATHY RATTE JAFFKE 
Office of Legislative Affairs 

Attached is Tip O'Neill's letter 
regarding Prime Minister Thatcher's 
visit. The other letter he refers 
to has not come in yet. 

However, we received a joint 
letter from 59 House Members 
other than O'Neill, on the same 
subject. 

I have sent copies to Peter Sommer. 

We'll redtag the other O'Neill lette 
when it comes in. 



MEMO FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WH !TE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 18, 1984 

ANNA HAWKINS 

KATHY RATTE JAFFKE ¾ 
Thatcher Visit 

As I explained, yesterday we received 
two letters from Members of Congress 
with respect to Prime Minister Thatcher's 
upcoming meeting with President Reagan. 

We will prepare a quick interim from 
the White House and refer them to State 
for a followup, but I am sending an 
advance copy to ensure that it is 
routed to the proper people at State. 

Please call me if you have any questions. 

456-7500 



TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 17, 1984 

PETER SOMMER 

KATHYRATTEJAFFKE 
Office of Legislative Affairs 

Attached is another letter 
regarding the President's upcoming 
meeting with Prime Minister Thatcher. 

The Speaker refers to another letter 
which he cosigned -- we haven't 
seen that one yet. 

, · 





The President 
December 13, 1984 
Page Two 

If the Forum Report is not acknowledged by Prime Minister 
Thatcher as a basis for discussion and dialogue between the 
United Kingdom and Ireland, then I fear that the forces for 
moderation in Ireland and here in the United States as well will 
suffer significantly. 

Consequently, I ask that you encourage Mrs. Thatcher to 
renew the Anglo-Irish dialogue over the Forum Report and that the 
Prime Minister recognize that the Forum has significant support 
in Congress and among Irish-Americans interested in bringing 
peace to the beautiful land of their forebears. 

Sincerely, 

~sP~i~~, 
The Speaker f' 



'!' 

/ -

.. : 
! 

" 

C • 

~ .... ,., ~-,. 
i3ia 

• 
k, 

THE WHITE HOl'SE 
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t!tJ 161 
January 9, 1985 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

Thank you for your letter of December 13 
setting forth your concerns about the present 
state of the Anglo-Irish dialogue on Northern 
Ireland and asking that I discuss Northern 
Ireland with Prime Minister Tha tcher during her 
December visit to Washington. 

During my meeting with Mrs. Thatcher at Camp 
David on December 22, I made a special effort 
to bring your letter to her personal attention 
and to convey your message of concern. I also 
personally emphasized the need for progress in 
resolving the -complex situation in Northern 
Ireland, and the desirability for flexibility 
on the part of all the involved parti~s . 

I fully share your view that the way forward in 
Northern Ireland must be peaceful, and that it 
must involve not only the two communities in 
Northern Ireland, but also the governments of 
Ireland and the United Kingdom. Please be 
assured that my Administration will continue to 
urge our Irish and British friends to follow a 
path of reconciliation and accommodation 
through democratic means. 

While emphasizing the complexity of the situa­
tion, Mrs. Thatcher made a point of stressing 
to me that press reports of her alleged 
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differences with Prime Minister FitzGerald were 
exaggerated. She also noted that she would be 
continuing her discussions with Prime Minister 
FitzGerald early in the new year. 

I greatly appreciate your personal interest in 
this matter and look forward to your continuing 
advice. 

Sincerely, 

Q~R--y-

The Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill 
Speaker of the 

House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 



NO.l~NIHSVM 

3SnOH 3.LIHM 3H.L 

... ·-· .• 



PROPOSED RESPONSE TO LETTER FROM SPEAKER 
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CONCERNING NORTHERN IRELAND 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

~ ..... d 
Thank you for your letter of December 13 which sot forth 

your concerns about the present state of~nglo-Irish dialogue 

on Northern Ireland and whie-h ~~~d~ftat this is~~c be• 
µ~.,I~ 

discussta~with Prime Minister Thatcher during her December 

visit to Washington; vJ/.,.A..'t.J,,. Jicl..J.'tf) • 

During my meeting with Mrs. Thatcher at Camp David on 
~t( s~u.R~/o~ ~ 

December 22, I b'!30\:l-13fl.~ your letter to her attention and f-o 
?,,..b)4'-I. 1 ~ 

convey• you~ concern~. I also emphasized my owR cenerns :on 

the need for progress and the eies;irability of all parties 
~ ~ ~/J~ 

involv ea makifig eff ort;s • resol v,tr the ~i tuation in Northern 

Ire.J:nd)' ~, Uto<JA.,-,vi~a:, lf/"!A i&P ~A.41? &e ~r'/,tft:t:; 
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I~ your view that the way forward in Northern 

Ireland must be peaceful~• p:J ·t_j#z] 

invol~h~o communities in Northern 
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and that it must 

Ireland a~~the 
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governments of Ireland and the United Kingdom. Please be 
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assured that my Administration will continue to urge our J't1-'d°" 
t;.,..,I 6-t,t:Us"'-

friends in-that part of tbe world to follow a path of 

" reconciliation and accommodation through democratic means. 

The Honorable 

Thomas P. O'Neill 

The Speaker 

Sincerely, 

Ronald W. Reagan 

House of Representatives 
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Uni ted '.'3tates Department of State 

frashi'ngt nn. D. C. 2U5JO 

Dear Mr. Parola: 

I am wr iting in r e ply to your letter of Dec embe r lu, 19 84 
to Presid ent Re agan on the actions of British troops and RUC in 
No rth e rn Ireland. 

Although your letter was not specific, I assume you are 
r e ferring to an incident wh icl1 occurred in Belfast on Aug ust 
1 2 , 1~84. As we have said on many occasions, we regret deeply 
t he deaths due to violence s uffered by both communities in 
Northern Ireland, from wha tever source. we understa nd t hat 
United Kingdom aut horities have' initiated an investigation i nto 
t hese events and we are awaiting the r es ult s of that proc ess 
with great inter est . 

In r ece nt human rights rep orts on the United Kingdom, 
includ ing the one submitted to the Congress in January 1984, 
th e Depart me nt of State has noted that both th e Britisi1 peop le 
and their gove rn mer1t continually seek to ma in ta in and i mpro ve 
the high quality of human rights practices domestically and t o 
promote high levels internationall y . The Department has 
ob served, however, that these long-standing traditions a re 
daily put to test in Northern Ireland, where the British 
Gove rnment strives to combat terrorist violence--the most 
significant human rights problem in the United Kingdom--and 
to maintain public safety against a background of a deepl y 
divided society. 

It is in this context, we believe, that th e actions of 
Britisl1 security forces must be addressed. The question of 
what might constitute the most humane, yet effective means of 
controlling violence by crowds or individuals is a difficult 
choi de for any democratic government. British security forces 
have faced many dangerous situations in recent years, in which 
they have been the targets of lethal weapons, ranging from 
firearms to gasoline bombs, wielde d in some cases by children c 
Also, persons not engaged in violent acts, including children, 
have been killed or severely injured by security force weapons, 
including plastic bullets. We regret these deaths and 

'l'he Honorable 
Frederick E. Parola 

Assemblyman of t he State o..f New York 
Room 318, Legislative Office Building 

Albany, New York 12248 
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injuries. In addressing this problem, t he anguishing choice 
for any deT71ocratic government would be to draw a fine line 
between self-protection for security forces engaged in the 
defense of public safety and the imperative of preserving human 
life and limb . 

The President has emphasized that "it is not for the United 
States to chart a course for the people of Northern Ireland." 
He has indicated, however, that "we do have an obligation to 
urge our long-time friends in that part of tn e world to seek 
reconciliation between the two traditions in Northern Ireland 
and accommodation through democratic means." The President has 
said t hat "those who advocate Qr engage in violence and 
terrorism should find no \Jelcor;i e in tbe Unit ed States." he 
also statea that we "condemn all such acts and oppose the 
f o r c es of d i s c o r d i n No r t he r n I r e 1 an a , \J h i c h obs t r u c t t he 
process of reconciliation, so essential to peace." The 
President has asked all Americans "to refrain trom supporting, 
with financial or other aid, organizations involved directly or 
indirectly in perpetuating violence." 

The President has urged that "t hose Arnericans .... who wish 
to help, lend their support and contributions to legitimate 
groups and organizations which work to promote reconciliatior1 
and economic growth." American business can contribute to the 
economy of Ireland, North and South, by creating industrial 
investment and job opportunities for the benefit of both 
traditions--Catholic and Protestant--thereby engendering a 
spirit of equality and tolerance. 

I hope that this letter responds to the concerns raised by 
you. 

Sincerely, 

/o/ 
Jayne H. Plank 

Director, Intergovernmental Affairs 
Office of Legislative and 
Intergovernment al Affairs 
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January 3 , 1985 

Dnar l\~f:i>i-:1f\l?rr1a.n Pnt"ola: 

Ori !:'>-:~h~ l !' r,~ the Pr~sident , I lmuld lik,.. to th,mk you :'or you 
r~t:'!f'nt 1-ettf•r in ·which ~,ou shn.re ynur vie,rn req~rdi ng the 
actionH of th~ British troops and RUC and sugqPf'.t ,, re~1~rRi0n 
on " N,--.rthPrn tr0l~nd" p<)lic~; . 

I havt:: 7'on.-,a::::0, ... d your corr0sp0111:l.r~nr.:~ to ,.,hC" nnpropriat.0 
n~f1cials nt th0 Depart~Pnt of Stntc for their h~n0~it nnd 
r.:c,nsiderfltion. 

Thn '1k vou For 
0 1-P,~f>e 18t m 

:::h,u:·i,·v; 'T0U'r" ViPW3 •1i t, 
1~nou if J can bP of turt 

Sinc,-.r dy, 

t:lw Adtai !lintration . 
. r assistance . 

~,.F! '1. \7.e:_-rstn.ndir:r 
Assintnnt tn the Presid~nt {or 
Jrct0rgnvcrnnentnl Af fp_irs 

Th~ Ho~orablP FrPdPrick E. P~rola 
Assfmbl .,man nf ~he St.nt,~ <1~ -:-.:Pw York 
RQOU\ 310, Leqi:1'!.attve 02:=icP. 'Ru'i.ld:.i.r­
Athapv, ~PW York 12?48 
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Ronald W. Reagan 
President 
The White House 
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THE ,ASSEMBLY 
STATE OF NEW YORK 

ALBANY 

8500680 

ASSISTANT M I NORITY WHIP 

COMMITTEES: 

EDUCATION 

ENERGY 

ENVI RONMEN T AL CONSERVATION 

CONTACT 

D ALBANY OFFICE 

0 D I STR I CT OFFICE 

December 10, 1984 

Ave. 
20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

Just a short note to share my feelings with 
you against the actions of the British troops and ._ 
RUC upon the peaceful demonstrators. 

~ - - ----· 
I feel quite strongly that a reversion on the 

"Northern Ireland" policy should take place. 

I appreciate your kind attention to my 
thoughts and feelings. 

FEP:svg 

Very truly yours, / / 

~ / ' 

r~/~-~ 
Frederick E. Parola 
Member of Assembly 




