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UNCLASSIFIED
(Classification)

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM ' -
S/S 8429268

Date October 26, 1984

For: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane
National Security Council
The White House

Reference:

To: President Reagan From: James C., Heaney, National Council of
. » ITIsh Ameéricans
Date: October 8, 1984 Subject: August 12, 1984 incident

in Belfast, Northern Ireland

WH Referral Dated: Octdber 24, 1984 NSC ID# 248663 -
: : (if any)

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State.

k. L4

Action Taken:

A draft reply is.attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translation is attached.
XXX An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.

Other.

Remarks:

arles MY
utive Secretary

UNCLASSIFIED .
(Classification)







- 2 =

In recent human rights reports on the United Kingdom, including
the one submitted to the Congress in January 1984 (copy
enclosed), the Department of State has noted that both the
British people and their government continually seek to
maintain and improve the high quality of human rights practices
domestically and to promote high levels internationally. The
Department has observed, however, that these long-standing
traditions are daily put to test in Northern Ireland, where the
British Government strives to combat terrorist violence--~the
most significant human rights problem in the United Kingdom--and
to maintain public safety against a background of a deeply
divided society.

President Reagan, in successive St. Patrick's Day statements
and during his visit to the Republic of Ireland in June of this
year, has expressed frequently the concern of this
Administration with events in Northern Ireland.

Thhe President has emphasized that "it is not for the United
States to chart a course for the people of Northern Ireland."
He has indicated however that "we do have an obligation to urge
our long-time friends in that part of the world to seek
reconciliation between the two traditions in Northern Ireland

and accommodation througn democratic means." The President has
sald that "those who aavocate or engage in violence and
terrorism should find no welcome in the United States." He

also stated that we '"condemn all such acts and oppose the
forces of discord in Northern Ireland, which obstruct the
process of reconciliation, so essential for peace." The
President has asked all Americans "to refrain from supporting,
with financial or other aid, organizations involved directly or
indirectly in perpetuating violence."

The President has urged that "those Americans....who wish to
help, lend their support and contributions to legitimate groups
and organizations which work to promote reconciliation and
economic cooperation." American business can contribute to the
economy of Ireland, North and South, by creating industrial
investment and job opportunities for the benefit of both
traditions--Catholic and Protestant--thereby engendering a
spirit of equality and tolerance.

I hope this letter is responsive to the concerns you have
raised.

Sincerely,

. Ny V4
74%%CZ§/ é élﬂ&/\_,//
Martin A. Wenick
Director
Office of Northern European

Affairs

Enclosure:
1984 UK/Nortaern Ireland Human Rights Report



8429268

T HE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL
OCTOBER 24, 1984
TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE
ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY
DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: 248663
MEDIA: LETTER, DATED OCTOBER 8, 1984
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN
FROM: MR. JAMES C. HEANEY
CHAIRMAN
ATTORNEY'S COMMITTEE
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF IRISH AMERICANS
ELLICOTT SQUARE BUILDING
BUFFALO NY 14203
SUBJECT: REQUESTS INFORMATION REGARDING AMERICAN
CITIZENS ATTACKED IN BELFAST IN AUG 84
PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -~ IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN

TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT,

UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE

(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY

PLEASE TELEPHONE THE

DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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UNCLASSIFIED
(Classification)

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTI VE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

s/s 8500535

Date January 12, 1985

For: Mr., Robergf C. McFarlane
National Sezurity Council
The White House

Reference:

To: President Reagan From: James Delaney, Irish American Unit
) ) Cconference
Date: 12-19-84 Subject:Urges the President to impress

upon Mrs., Thatcher necessity for a solution to problem of Northern Ireland.

7

WH Referral Dated: January 9, 1985 NSC 1ID# 258839
' (1if any)

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State

//Action Taken:

,i?/ A draft reply is attached.
4y,

A draft reply will be forwarded.

A translation is attached.
XX An information copy of a direct reply 1s attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel,

Other.
Remarks:

e L

Niéfholas Platt
‘Executive Secretary

UNCLASSIFIED

(Classification)






United States Department of State

W ashington, D.C. 20520

January 10, 1$85

Mr. James A, Delaney

Chairman

Irish American Unity Conference
571 Spencer Lane

San Antonio, Texas 78201

Dear Mr. Delaney:

I am replying to your telegram of December 19 to President
Reagan which containea your views on the present state of
Anglo-Irish discussions on Northern Ireland and which urged the
President to raise this issue with Prime Minister Thatcher
during her December visit.

In the course of their discussions on Decemnber 22 at Camp

David, the President ana Mrs. Thatcher exchanged views on this
matter. The President expressed his concerns on Northern
Ireland and emphasized the need for all parties concerned to
take steps which will contribute to reconciiiation in that area.

Sincerely,

A EE I IS
/k’é,fb\/‘\v\,\ v LL} J/Avﬁ/\/'\/{i

Martin A. Wenick

Director

Office of Northern European

Affairs
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T HE WHTITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

JANUARY 9, 1985
TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 258839
MEDIA: TELEGRAM, DATED DECEMBER 19, 1984
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN
FROM: MR, JAMES A. DELANEY
CHAIRMAN

IRISH AMERICAN UNITY CONFERENCE
571 SPENCER LANE
SAN ANTONIO TX 78201

SUBJECT: URGES THE PRESIDENT TO IMPRESS UPON MARGARET
THATCHER THE NECESSITY OF A JUST & LASTING
SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM OF A DIVIDED IRELAND

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIREETOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 9, 1985

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Thank you for your letter of December 13
setting forth your concerns about the present
state of the Anglo-Irish dialogue on Northern
Ireland and asking that I discuss Northern
Ireland with Prime Minister Thatcher during her
December visit to Washington.

During my meeting with Mrs. Thatcher at Camp
David on December 22, I made a special effort
to bring your letter to her personal attention
and to convey your message of concern. I also
personally emphasized the need for progress in
resolving the complex situation in Northern
Ireland, and the desirability for flexibility
on the part of all the involved parties.

I fully share your view that the way forward in
Northern Ireland must be peaceful, and that it
must involve not only the two communities in
Northern Ireland, but also the governments of
Ireland and the United Kingdom. Please be
assured that my Administration will continue to
urge our Irish and British friends to follow a
path of reconciliation and accommodation
through democratic means.

While emphasizing the complexity cf the situa-
tion, Mrs. Thatcher made a point of stressing
to me that press reports of her alleged



differences with Prime Minister FitzGerald were
exaggerated. She also noted that she would be
continuing her discussions with Prime Minister
FitzGerald early in the new year.

I greatly appreciate your personal interest in
this matter and look forward to your continuing
advice.

Sincerely,

@M&Y“

The Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill
Speaker of the

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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CONEIDENTTAR W/UNCLASSIFIED ATTACHMENTS

ACTION January 8, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE
FROM: PETER R. SOMMER?ﬂ"’

SUBJECT: Presidential Reply to Speaker O'Neill:
Northern Ireland

Speaker 0'Neill wrote the President in December asking him to
discuss Northern Ireland with Mrs. Thatcher. As you will
recall, the President did.

State has sent us a draft reply, which I have modified and
expanded. B. Oglesby expressed an interest in the reply and I
have coordinated it with him. I have also made the memo to
the President a joint one from you and B. Within the
limitations imposed by the situation in Northern Ireland, we
have tried to make the reply as upbeat as possible. This is
important in view of the Speaker's key role in approving Mrs.
Thatcher's pending request to address a joint session of
Congress.

State has cleared my revised response, which I also checked
informally with the British Embassy because of HMG's great
sensitivity over what we say to Congress about Northern
Ireland.

RECOMMENDA' ION

That vou sign the Tab I memo (B. has already signed it),
forwarding the draft response for Presidential signature.

Approve Disapprove
2
Chrﬁgfgégzgn concurs
Attachments
Tab T Memo to President
Tab A Proposed Presidential Reply to O'Neill
Tab II State's Draft -

CONEIDENTIAL.YW/UNCLASSIFIED ATTACHMENTS
Declassify: OADR




January 8, 1985
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ‘ %x?
/
FROM: ROBERT C, McFARLANé?&. B. OGLESBY, q#.

SUBJECT: Presidential Reply to Speaker O'Neill:
Northern Ireland

You will recall that Speaker O'Neill wrote just prior to Mrs.
Thatcher's arrival asking you to discuss the situation in
Northern Ireland with her; which you did.

Working from a State draft, we have made your recommended
reply as positive as possible, within the limitations imposed
by the complex situation in Northern Ireland.

Recommendation
OK No
Ck/@&z That you sign your Tab A reply to Speaker
O'Neill.
Prepared by:
Peter R. Sommer
cc: Vice President
Attachment:

Tab A Presidential Response
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CONPTDENTEAE W/UNCLASSIFIED ATTACHMENTS

ACTION January 8, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE
FROM: PETER R. SOMMER?%ﬂﬁ’

SUBJECT: Presidential Reply to Speaker O'Neill:
Northern Ireland

Speaker O'Neill wrote the President in December asking him to
discuss Northern Ireland with Mrs. Thatcher. As you will
recall, the President did.

State has sent us a draft reply, which I have modified and
expanded. B. Oglesby expressed an interest in the reply and I
have coordinated it with him. I have also made the memo to
the President a joint one from you and B. Within the
limitations imposed by the situation in Northern Ireland, we
have tried to make the reply as upbeat as possible. This is
important in view of the Speaker's key role in approving Mrs,
Thatcher's pending request to address a joint session of
Congress.

State has cleared my revised response, which I also checked
informally with the British Embassy because of HMG's great
sensitivity over what we say to Congress about Northern
Ireland.

RECOMMENDATION
That you sign the I memo (B. has already signed it),
forwarding the dr esponse for Presidential signature.
Approve _ Disapprove
AP0
Chrﬁgﬁﬁégzgn conc.
Attachments
Tab I Memo to President
Tab A Proposed Presidential Reply to O'Neill
Tab II State's Draft

>

CONFIFPENTIAL W/UNCLASSIFIED ATTACHMENTS
Declassify: OADR
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(Classification)

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

S/S 8435276

Date January 4, 1985

For: Mr. Robert C. McPFarlane
National Security Council
The White House

Reference:
To: President Reagan From: Congressman O'Neill
Date: December 13, 1984 Subject: Northern Ireland
WH Referral Dated: December 24, 1984 NSC ID% 259804

(if any)

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State.

Action Taken:

A draft reply is attached.

A draft reply will be forwarded.

A translation is attached.

An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.

XX Other.

Remarks: The attached White House transmittal was answered under

State S/S 8434470 (attached).
-{;&4Charles Hill ]

Executive Secretary

Cts Wajey OO /[eH

— AOWFTDENTIAL >
(Classification)
DECL:0ADR
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT

TRANSMITTAL FORM -
S/S 8434470/71

Date December 28, 1984

For: Mr. Robert C. McParlane

National Security Council
The “White House

References i ¢ .
h s . : '
To: The President From: . Speaker Thomas P, O'Neill
- December 17 1984 :
Date: December 13, 1984 Subject: Northern Ireland
WH Referral Dated: ~~ 12/18 - ~ NSC 1ID# .

(if any)

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State. .

Action Taken:

X A draft reply is attached.

A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translation is attached.
An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below. .

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.

Other.

- 2577 N | —1{1..%[’ _ s;%zzzaquiwlaf.

Remarks:

Y Charles Hill
xecutive Secretary

DECL: OADR

“(Classification) : o EQERCWHJZEE
C _ Ry .




PROPOSED RESPONSE TO LETTER FROM SPEAKER
THOMAS P. O'NEILL DATED DECEMBER 13, 1984

CONCERNING NORTHERN IRELAND

Dear Mr. Speaker:

et st
Thank you for your letter of December 13 whiech-—set forth

s

your concerns about the present state ?j’Anglo-Irish dialogue
@ N ,‘dlt
on Northern Ireland and waehﬂségéésted t het—this—isSye—be

discuss&quith Prime Minister Thatcher during her December

visit to Washington)’ Wit 2ed .

buring my meeting with Mrs. ihatcher at Camp David on

. eadt o Spe il J2er sl
December 22, I bfeughg\your tter to herAattentlon and f°
Okbymﬂ¢1

convey @ youa\concern I also emphasized my—owhp—eemreris—oOnN

ies

the need for progress
| - Com ot
i nvetver—maktng—efforts—tme resolvdd the gituation in Northern

Ireland nd ‘awd’ﬂf)ma—ﬂa.&,l,.? 4@, !5:‘{@57
% ;
o /70-1’ 07&1.{ e Rvifud m%
hare (ful your view that the way forward in Northern

Ireland must be peacefu%}andhq&&ﬁﬁgsiig and that it must

. 7~cf‘nub& e _ ] ,@JZTJILD
1nvolvgﬂthe two communities in Northern Ireland along-with the

!

governments of Ireland and the United Kingdom. Please be




assured that my Administration will continue to urge our J2¢44i\

tpdﬂﬁhxti3k\
hfriends im+that-partoef-the wortda to follow a path of

reconciliation and accommodation through democratic means.

Sincerely,

Ronald W. Reagan

The Honorable
Thomas P. O'Neill
/ The Speaker

House of Representatives

N Uty - Tlhatclo r~«dle « P M‘Wﬁ’ '7“’ M ﬁ%@m@
et M‘jj""wtw e o 2B

= Sle atro woteg AT She Loonild bo Covbriy

It n'teir) coms WO Provia ﬂ444ud?\Fﬁf3¢£ap¢l¢7715¢&7«‘1ZnAﬂmdﬁéaﬂ‘

D — . - )
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wwf Lo/ z;.lw\rw\7 4 o 7J\M_ CM‘A*‘*‘/ Vgl 3
W tICz ’ _
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8435276
THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

DECEMBER 24, 1984
TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 259804

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED DECEMBER 13, 1984

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: THE HONORABLE THOMAS P. O'NEILL JR.

U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON DC 20515

SUBJECT: URGES YOU TO ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF NORTHERN
IRELAND AND THE FUTURE OF THE NEW IRELAND
FORUM THIS WEEKEND IN YOUR TALKS WITH PRIME
MINISTER THATCHER. ADDS THAT THE FORUM
REPORT REPRESENTS A SINCERE, COMPREHENSIVE
AND REALISTIC ASSESSMENT OF FUTURE ALTERNA-
TIVES FOR NORTHERN IRELAND.

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE



1068500561 0

M)

PROPOSED RESPONSE TO LETTER FROM SPEAKER
THOMAS P. O'NEILL DATED DECEMBER 13, 1984

CONCERNING NORTHERN IRELAND

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Thank you for your letter of December 13 which set forth
your concerns about the present state of Anglo-Irish dialogue
on Northern Ireland and which suggested that this issue be
discussed with Prime Minister Thatcher during her December

visit to Washington.

During my meeting with Mrs. Thatcher at Camp David on
December 22, I brought your letter to her attention and
conveyed your concerns. I also emphasized my own conerns on
the need for progress and the desirability of all parties

involved making efforts to resolve the situation in Northern

Ireland.

I share fully your view that the way forward in Northern
Ireland must be peaceful and political, and that it must
involve the two communities in Northern Ireland along with the

governments of Ireland and the United Kingdom. Please be



10 685005 |

o9
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[
assured that my Administration will continue to urge our

friends in that part of the world to follow a path of

reconciliation and accommodation through democratic means.

Sincerely,

Ronald W. Reagan

The Honorable
Thomas P. O'Neill

The Speaker

House of Representatives






THE WHITZ HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 18, 1984

TO: B

FROM: KATHY RATTE JAFFKE
‘ Office of Legislative Affairs

Attached is Tip O'Neill's letter
regarding Prime Minister Thatcher's
visit. The other letter he refers
to has not come in vet.

However, we received a joint
letter from 59 House Members
other than O'Neill, on the same
subject.

I have sent copies to Peter Sommer.

We'll redtag the other O0'Neill lette
when it comes in.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 18, 1984

MEMO FOR: ANNA HAWKINS
FROM: KATHY RATTE JAFFKE
SUBJECT: Thatcher Visit

As I explained, yesterday we received

two letters from Members of Congress
with respect to Prime Minister Thatcher's
upcoming meeting with President Reagan.

We will prepare a guick interim: from
the White House and refer them to State
for a followup, but I am sending an
advance copy to ensure that it is
routed to the proper people at State.

Please call me if you have any guestions.

456-7500



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 17, 1984

TO: PETER SOMMER

FROM: KATHY RATTE JAFFKE
Office of Legislative Affairs

Attached is another letter
regarding the President's upcoming
meeting with Prime Minister Thatcher.

The Speaker refers to another letter
which he cosigned -- we haven't
seen that one yet.



The Speaker’s Rooms
H. 3. House of Representatives
MWashington, DO, 20515

De cember 13, 1984

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I understand that you will be meeting with Prime Minister
Thatcher next week. I am certain that there will be a number of
important issues that will be addressed in your discussions with
her.

I have signed a letter with several of my colleagues
requesting that you address the issue of Northern Ireland and the
future of the New Ireland Forum in your meeting with her.

Nevertheless, I want to personally share with you my deep
concern that the Forum, which is the best hope for a peaceful,
lawful and constitutional resolution to the tragedy of Northern
Ireland may be in serious jeopardy as a result of Mrs. Thatcher's
public statements about the Forum's Report.

You have been outspoken in your condemnation of the forces
of violence in Northern Ireland and in your statements to
Americans imploring them not to support the men of violence in
Ireland. Your statements have been very helpful in educating
Americans to the real threat posed by Irish terrorists.

The way forward in Northern Ireland must be peaceful and
political. It clearly must involve the reconciliation of the two
identities in Northern Ireland and the active participation of
the governments of Ireland and the United Kingdom in bringing
about such a resolution.

The Forum Report represents a sincere, comprehensive and
realistic assessment of future alternatives for Northern
Ireland. It represents the best efforts of moderate elements in
Northern Ireland and in Ireland to fashion a political and
constitutional framework for achieving a political solution to
the tragedy of Northern Ireland.

>



The President
December 13, 1984
Page Two

If the Forum Report is not acknowledged by Prime Minister
Thatcher as a basis for discussion and dialogue between the
United Kingdom and Ireland, then I fear that the forces for
moderation in Ireland and here in the United States as well will
suffer significantly.

Conseguently, I ask that you encourage Mrs. Thatcher to
renew the Anglo-Irish dialogue over the Forum Report and that the
Prime Minister recognize that the Forum has significant support
in Congress and among Irish-Americans interested in bringing
peace to the beautiful land of their forebears.

Sincerely,

mw

Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. ’
The Speaker
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON P
o s

January 9, 1985

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Thank you for your letter of December 13
setting forth your concerns about the present
state of the Anglo-Irish dialogue on Northern
Ireland and asking that I discuss Northern
Ireland with Prime Minister Thatchexr during her
December visit to Washington.

During my meeting with Mrs. Thatcher at Camp

David on December 22, I made a special effort

to bring your letter to her personal attention

and to convey your message of concern. I also

personally emphasized the need for progress in
RS resolving the complex situation in Northern

PEREI Ireland, and the desirability for flexibility

o on the part of all the involved parties.

I fully share your view that the way forward in
Northern Ireland must be peaceful, and that it
must involve not only the two communities in
Northern Ireland, but also the governments of
Ireland and the United Kingdom. Please be
assured that my Administration will continue to
urge our Irish and British friends to follow a
path of reconciliation and accommodation
through democratic means.

Loy,

While emphasizing the complexity of the situa-
tion, Mrs. Thatcher made a point of stressing
to me that press reports of her alleged

isep

o/ @)

RIS Ve rT-e NS LGN pom st



differences with Prime Minister FitzGerald were
exaggerated. She also noted that she would be
continuing her discussions with Prime Minister
FitzGerald early in the new year.

I greatly appreciate your personal interest in
this matter and look forward to your continuing
advice.

Sincerely,

QMR“Y“

The Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill
Speaker of the

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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WASHINGTON
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PROPOSED RESPONSE TO LETTER FROM SPEAKER
THOMAS P. O'NEILL DATED DECEMBER 13, 1984

CONCERNING NORTHERN IRELAND

Dear Mr. Speaker:

getlf

Thank you for your letter of December 13 which-set forth

e

your concerns about the present state of Anglo-Irish dialogue

on Northern Ireland and wh—i—eh-fsatfges-t—ed t kat—this—issve—be
/J&u%banwiuikuﬂ

discussdd,‘with Prime Minister Thatcher during her December

visit to Washington)’ et Zud .

During my meeting with Mrs. Thatcher at Camp David on

Ynadl ¢ Spoecinl qeeremel
December 22, I bfe-u-g-htk your letter to her attention and f‘°
A
nesaefl of

convey & yourﬂconcernf. I also emphasized my—owh—eotretIrs—ON

the need for progress a-n;&—bhe—d-es;;i—fa-bi-%—i-tsu-oﬁ—ai-l——pa-r—t—ies
1nv-e-ﬂ:-v*ed—ma-k-rﬁg—e-ﬁ-e-r-es-—+» resolv¥ the §‘1tuat10n in Northern

Ireland, Oad ﬁwd")m"‘*—(b&? &’W A oRERE 1528
pht)r/u—( Ue RVHiud pofidd . fw éﬁ* K

hare ful your view that the way forward in Northern

Ireland must be peaceful/ anemmpolibei-cipk, and that it must

involve'\the tWwo communities in Northern Ireland along—witkh the

!

governments of Ireland and the United Kingdom. Please be



assured that my Administration will continue to urge our szkai\

6;4ﬂﬁhtti3h. )
hfriends im—&hat-part—oef-the worid to follow a path of

reconciliation and accommodation through democratic means.

Sincerely,

Ronald W. Reagan

The Honorable
Thomas P. O'Neill
The Speaker

House of Representatives
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTI \E SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

S/S 8500680

January 17, 1985

Date
For: Mr. Roberg C. McFarlane
National Security Council
The White House
Reference:
To: President Reagan FromN.Y. Assemblyman F. E. Parola
Date: 12-10-84 Subject: Actions of British Troops
and RUC in Northern Ireland
WE Referral Dated:  1-10-85 nsc 1p# 260063
(if any)
The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State
Action Taken:
A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translation is attached.
XXX An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below,.

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel,

Other.

Remarks:

e L

Nicholas Platt
xecutive Secretary
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United States Department ot State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Parocla:

I am writing 1in reply to your letter of December 10, 1984
to President Reagan on the actions of British troops and RUC in
Northern Ireland,

Although your letter was not specific, I assume you are
referring to an incident which occurred in Belfast on August
12, 1984, As we have said on many occasions, we regret deeply
the deaths due to violence suffered by both communities in
Northern Ireland, from whatever source. We understand that
United Kingdom authorities have' initiated an investigation into
these events and we are awaiting the results of that process
with great interest.

In recent human rights reports on the United Kingdom,
including tne one submitted to the Congress in January 1984,
the Department of State has noted that both the Britisn people
and their government continually seek to maintain and improve
the high quality of human rights practices domestically and to
promote high levels internationally. The Department has
observed, however, that these long-standing traditions are
daily put to test in Northern Ireland, where the British
Government strives to combat terrorist violence--the most
significant human rights problem in the United Kingdom--and
to maintain public safety against a background of a deeply
divided society.

It is in this context, we believe, that the actions of
British security forces must be addressed. The guestion of
what might constitute the most humane, yet effective means of
controlling violence by crowds or individuals is a difficult
choice for any democratic government. British security forces
have faced many dangerous situations in recent years, in which
they have been the targets of lethal weapons, ranging from
firearms to gasoline bombs, wielded in some cases by children-.
Also, persons not engaged in violent acts, including children,
have been killed or severely injured by security force weapons,
including plastic bullets. We regret these deaths and

The Honorable
Frederick E. Parola
Assemblyman of the State of New York
Room 318, Legislative Office Building
Albany, New York 12248
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injuriles. In addressing this problem, the anguishing choice
for any democratic government would be to draw a fine line
between self-protection for security forces engaged in the
defense of public safety and the imperative of preserving human
life and limb.

The President has emphasized that "it is not for the United
States to chart a course for the people of Northern Ireland."
He has indicated, however, that "we do have an obligation to
urge our long-time friends in that part of the world to seek
reconciliation between the two traditions in Northern Ireland
and accommodation through democratic means." The President has
said that "those who advocate @r engage in violence and
terrorism should find nc welcome in the United States." Hhe
also statea that we "condemn all such acts and oppose the
torces of discord in Northern Ireland, which obstruct the
process of reconciliation, so essential to peace." The
President has asked all Americans "to refrain from supporting,
with financial or other aid, organizations involved directly or
indirectly in perpetuating violence. "

The President has urged that "those Americans....who wish
to help, lend their support and contributions to legitimate
groups and organizations which work to promote reconciliation
and economic growth." American business can contribute to the
economy of Ireland, North and South, by creating industrial
investment and Jjob opportunities for the benetit of both
traditions--Catholic and Protestant--thereby engendering a
spirit of equality and tolerance.

I hope that this letter responds to the concerns raised by
you.

Sincerely,

/Y

Jayne H. Plank
Director, Intergovernmental Affairs
Office of Legislative and
Intergovernmental Affairs
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SUBJECT: WRITES REGARDING THE ACTIONS OF THE BRITISH
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URGES REVERSION ON NORTHERN IRELAND POLICY
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