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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM --.S'?''Tt:!?£ 

DATE: __ • B_/_l_0_/ _8_4 __ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: FYI 

SUBJECT: REMARKS: EVENT WITH U.S. OLYMPIC MEDAL I STS 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ MURPHY □ □ 

MEESE □ ✓ OGLESBY □ 

BAKER □ V ROGERS □ 

DEAVER □ ✓ SPEAKES □ 

STOCKMAN □ ✓ SVAHN □ 

CARMAN OP ~ VERSTANDIG · □ □ 

FIELDING □ ~ WHITTLESEY □ □ 

FULLER lei i)i(' TUTWILER 
□ 

HERRINGTON □ □ 
WIRTHLIN 

□ 

HICKEY □ □ 
ELLIOTT 

□ 

McFARLANE □ ✓ HENKEL D 

McMANUS □ ~ □ □ 

REMARKS: 

The attached has gone forward to the President and 
is provided for your information. 

RESPONSE : 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

Ext.2702 
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(Noonan/BE) 
August 10, 1984 
11:30 a.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: EVENT WITH U.S. OLYMPIC MEDALISTS 
MONDAY, AUGUST 13, 1984 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

Thank you Don Miller, and thank you all very much. 

Ladies and Gentlemen of America's Team at the 23rd Olympiad: 

You did us proud. 

You're heroes, every one of you. You're living proof of 

what happens when America sets its sights high and says, "Let's 

create a little excellence." And you gave us moments we'll never 

forget. There was Blatnick falling to his knees in thanks -- and 

Retton getting that perfect ten. There was Steinseifer and 

Hogshead hitting the. wall at the exact same hundredth of a 

second -- and Carl Lewis' smile when he tied Jesse OWens' record. 

There was something very special about this Olympics, there 

was a special spirit to it. You gave us all such a lift -- you 

gave us something to be unified around and cheer for together. I 

think you may have heard that cheer. It went something like 

"U ... s ... A!" It doesn't matter whether you won the gold, the 

silver or the bronze that cheer was for you. 

The specialness of this Olympics was apparent from the 

beginning, when all of you marched into the Coliseum together. 

An Englishman watching from the stands looked out at you and was 

quoted as saying, "That's what the world loves about America, 

that wonderful casualness and confidence." You walked into the 

opening ceremonies with a special kind of pride, a vibrant and 

very human delight that was transmitted to the crowds and that 

was picked up lby people watching throughout the country. 
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I couldn't help but think that if the people of the world 

judged Americans by what they saw of you, then they think, 

"Americans? Well, they're generous and full of serious effort, 

they're full of gaity and high spirits, they're motivated by all 

the best things ... and do they bring home the gold, or what?" 

I want to take a moment here to single out and say thank you 

to the uncelebrated people in the story: your coaches and 

trainers, your parents and friends. All the quiet people who 

stood behind you when the shot rang out and the race began. 

Every hero knows that no hero does it alone. The people who 

stood behind you deserve our thanks. The way I see it, there 

ought to be an Olympic event in Moral Support. They'd get a 

perfect ten. 

I want to say too that the city of Los Angeles did a 

marvelous job. What terrific people in this town. Just about 

everyone in this city had to put him or herself out in some way, 

-one way or another, while the Games were on. They not only did 

it, they did it with a smile. They won the admiration and thanks 

of the entire country. And I think a guy back East summed it up 

when he was sitting around with his family during the games one 

day. He said, "L.A. has a lotta class, a lotta style." Don't 

you think he was right? 

This is a good time also to thank the corporations and 

businesses that decided, a few years back, to contribute money 

and personnel and time to help our athletes. They proved that 

the profits reaped from a free economy can be used to help our 

young people compete on an even footing with the state-subsidized 
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athletes of other countries. Those corporations did us proud. 

So did Bill Simon, who led this great Citizen's Effort. So did 

the Los Angeles Olympic Committee ... and the U.S. Olympic 

Committee. 

The 23rd Olympiad of the modern era is over but it will 

never be forgotten. It was attended by more countries than ever 

before -- there was more competition than ever before -- there 

was more brilliant talent than ever before and, incidentally, 

more records were broken than ever before. A few countries -­

very few -- dj_d not attend. But at least now we know why the 

Soviets said they felt so insecure about coming. If! thought 

I'd lose a lot of gold while visiting another country I might 

think twice too! The Games were a triumph -- a triumph of 

friendly and qenerous competition, a triumph of fellowship, a 

· triumph of the spirit. It turned out nothing could mar the 

Games, nothing could detract. It turned out the only losers of 

the 23rd Olympiad were those who didn't -- or couldn't -- come. 

As for those who did -- what greatness they showed us. 

Weren't you impressed by the athletes the other countries sent? 

The Korean boxers and the Chinese gymnasts, the Rumanian athletes 

and the Jamaicans and the Japanese ... For a lot of us, one of 

the really indelible images of the games was of Gabriella 

Andersen-Schiess of Switzerland, walking dazed and dehydrated to 

the finish linE~, refusing to give up, pushing on even when all 

her strength was gone, summoning up just that last bit of reserve 

and crossing that line. What a hero she is. 
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I have ~just a final point here. One of the things I noted, 

and liked so much as I watched the Games on T.V., was that 

usually, in most of the events, you could sort of figure out who 

represented what country. except with the American athletes. 

With the American athletes you almost always had to see the 

U.S.A. on their uniforms -- because our team came in all shapes 

and sizes, all colors and nationalties and races and ethnic 

groups. And I was thinking, you can talk on forever and read 

books about the melting pot, but the past two weeks there it was, 

winning medals for us, representing us every day. 

And so I say to you, the great melting pot team of 1984, the 

members of America's team at the 23rd Olympiad: Thanks for the 

memories, thanks for the great moments. Thanks for being what 

you are: genuine heroes. 

You did us proud. 

And you know what? 1984 has a kind of special significance 

for me. I'm finding it to be a very interesting year. But after 

seeing what you did at this Olympics, I can't wait 'til '88. I 

can't wait. 

Thank you all very much, and God bless you. 
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Document No. ---------

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 8/9/84 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 

SUBJECT: REMARKS: EVENT WITH U.S. OLYMPIC MEDALISTS 

(8/9 10:30 a.m.) 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ MURPHY 

MEESE □ V OGLESBY 

BAKER □ v' ROGERS 

DEAVER □ ~SPEAKES 

STOCKMAN ~ □ SVAHN 

CARMAN ·OP ~ VERSTANOIG 

FIELDING v ·o WHITTLESEY 

FULLER □ TUTWILER 

HERRINGTON □ □ 
WIRTHLIN 

HICKEY □ □ 
ELLIOTT 

McFARLANE ✓□ HENKEL 

McMANUS ~□ 

REMARKS: 

ACTION FYI 

□ □ 

~ □ 

□ □ 

□ 

~ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

~ □ 

~ □ 
□ 

✓ o 
□ □ 

Please provi de any edits directly to Ben Elliott by 5:00 p.m. today, 
August 9th, with an information copy to my . office. 

Thank you. 

RESPONSE: ~ ~ ✓i o... ~ ~ (Dk- pu Vo't'v-~ 
!/ tt/ lt/ 

1:-y-
Richard G. Darman ~" 

Assistant to·the President 
Ext. 2702 



(Noonan/BE) 
August 9, 1984 
10:30 a.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: EVENT WITH U.S. OLYMPIC MEDALISTS 
MONDAY, AUGUST 13, 1984 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

Thank you Don Miller, and thank you all very much. 

Ladies and Gentlemen of America's Team at the 23rd Olympiad: 

You did us proud. 

You're heroes, every one of you. You're living proof of 

what happens when America sets its sights high and says, "Let's 

create a littl e excellence." And you gave us moments we'll never 

forget. There was Blatnick falling to his knees in thanks -- and 

I • Retton getting that perfect ten. There was Steinseiffer and 

Hogshead hitting the wall at the exact same mili-second -- and 

There was something very special about this Olympics, there 

was a special spirit to it. You gave us all such a lift -- you 

gave us something to be unified around and cheer for together. I 

think you may have heard that cheer. It went something like 

"U ... S ... A!" 

The specialness of this Olympics was apparent from the 

beginning, when all of you marched into the Coliseum together. 

An Englishman watching from the stands looked out at you and was 

quoted as saying, "That's what the world loves about America, 

that 'Wonderful casualness and confidence." You walked into the 

opening ceremonies with a special kind of pride, a vibrant and 

very human delight that was transmitted to the crowds and that 

was picked up by people watching throughout the country. 
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I couldn't help but think that if the people of the world 

judged Americans by what they saw of you, then they think, 

"Americans? _ Well, they're generous and full of serious effort, 

they're full of gaity and high spirits, they're motivated by all 

the best things ... and do they bring home the gold, or what?" 

I want to take a moment here to single out and say thank you 

to the unceleb rated people in the story: your coaches and 

trainers, your parents and friends. All the quiet people who 

stood behind you when the shot rang out and the race began. 

Every hero knows that no hero does it alone. The people who 

stood behind you deserve our thanks. The way I see it, there 

ought to be an Olympic event in Free Style Emotional Support. 

They'd get a perfect ten. 

I want to say too that the city of Los Angeles did a 

marvelous job. What terrific people in this town. Just about 

everyone in this city had to put him or herself out in some way, 

one way or another, while the Games were on. They not only did 

it, they did it with a smile. They won the admiration and thanks 

of the entire c ountry. And I think a guy back East summed it up 

when he was sitting around with his family during the games one 

day. He said, "L.A. has a lotta class, a lotta style." Don't 

you think he was right? 

This is a good time also to thank the corporations and 

businesses that decided, a few years back, to contribute money 

and personnel and time to help our athletes. They proved that 

the profits reaped from a free economy can be used to help our 

young people compete with the state-subsidized athletes of other 



countries. Those corporations did us proud. So did Bill Simon, 

who led this great Citizen's Effort. So did the Los Angeles 

Olympic Committee ... and the U.S. Olympic Committee. 

The 23rd Olympiad of the modern era is over but it will 

never be forgotten. It was attended by more countries than ever 

before -- there was more competition than ever before -- there 

was more brilliant talent than ever before and, incidentally, 

more records were broken than ever before. A few countries -­

very few -- did not attend. But at least now we know why the 

Soviets said they felt so insecure about corning. If l thought 

I'd lose a lot of gold while visiting another country I might 

think twice tool The Garnes were a triumph -- a triumph of 

friendly and generous competition, a triumph of fellowship, a 

triumph of _ the spirit. It turned out nothing could mar the 

Garnes, nothing could detract. It turned out the only losers of 

the 23rd Olympiad were those who didn't -- or couldn't -- come. 

As for those who did -- what greatness they showed us. 

Weren't you impressed by the athletes the other countries sent? 

The Korean boxers and the Chinese gymnasts, the Rumanian athletes 

and the Jamaicans and the Japanese ... For a lot of us, one of 

the really indelible images of the games was of Gabriella 

Andersen-Schiess of Switzerland, walking dazed and dehydrated to 

the finish line, refusing to give up, pushing on even when all 

her strength was gone, summoning up just that last bit of reserve 

and crossing that line. What a hero she is. 

I have just a final point here. One of the things I noted, 

and liked so much as I watched the Games on T.V., was that 
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usually, in most of the events, you could sort of figure out who 

represented what country. except with the American athletes. 

With the American athletes you almost always had to see the 

U.S.A. on their uniforms -- because our team came in all shapes 

and sizes, all colors and nationalties and races and ethnic 

groups. And I was thinking, you can talk on forever and read 

books about the melting pot, but the past two weeks there it was, 

winning medals for us, representing us every day. 

And so I say to you, the great melting pot team of 1984, the 

members of America's team at the 23rd Olympiad: Thanks for the 

memories, thanks for the great moments. Thanks for being what 

you are: genuine heroes. 

You did us proud. 

And you know what? 1984 has a kind of special significance 

for me. I'm finding it to be a very interesting year. But after 

seeing what you did at this Olympics, I can't wait 'til '88. I 

can't wait. 

Thank you all very much, and God bless you. 



' ,. 
MEMORAND{j~ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 10, 1984 

FOR: FILES 

FROM: JUDY JOHNSTON 

SUBJECT: Remarks: Event with U.S. Olympic Medalists 

No comments were relayed on the attached remarks. 

:/ I ff~()~ -P.JJ 
ltil .s P9o ~ 

~3241¥-



DOCUMENTN0~-~1,;-..3=k_"r...._l_l _____ -'PD ..._ 

OFFICE OF POLICY DEVELOPMENT 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE: __ ---'8 ..... /.....,.9'-"-/-"'8--=-4 __ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DU58Y: 5: 00 pm TODAY 

SU BJECT: __ =RE,.,,MA=R=K=S'-'-: __ =EV~E=Na.!..,T"--!.l'"-=JI='T'-""H~U=. S"'--"-. -"O=L=Y'""-M,.,_P=I=C.....::ME=D=A=L=I:..i::::S='T'=S _________ _ 

AC~ON~ FYI 
ACTION FYI 

SVAHN UHLMANN D D 
PORTER □ □ WALTERS X D 
ANDERSON □ 

BLEDSOE □ 

BRADLEY □ 

CHAO □ 

COY D 
DAVIS □ 

GALEBACH □ 

GUNN D 
HAYS D 
HOBBS □ 

B. LEONARD □ 

LI □ 

McALLISTER □ 

-McCAFFREY □ 

ROPER D 
SIMMONS □ 

SMITH D 
SWEET □ 

RESPONSE TO: 
PAUL SIMMONS FOR ACTION 
May I pls have any changes 

O John A. Svahn 
Assistant to the President 
for Policy Development 

(x6515) 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

D 

D 

□ . 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

asap . 

ADMINISTRATION/ D 
JOHNSTON 

DRUG POLICY D □ 

TURNER D □ 

OFFICE OF POLICY INFORMATION D 

PROPERTY REVIEW BOARD D D 
OTHER 

Judy _J 

D D 

D D 

D □ 

D D 
□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

D D 

□ □ 

□ □ 

D Roger B. Porter 
Director 

Office of Policy Development 
{x6515) 



Document No. ----------

WHITE JB:OUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: __ 8_/_9_/_8_4 __ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: TODAY 8/9 

SUBJECT: REMARKS: EVENT WITH U.S. OLYMPIC MEDALISTS 

(8/9 10:30 a.m.) 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ MURPHY □ □ 

MEESE □ V OGLESBY ~ □ 

BAKER □ ✓ ROGERS 

DEAVER □ ~SPEAKES 

□ □ 

□ 

STOCKMAN ~ □ SVAHN □ 

CARMAN ·DP ~ VERSTANDIG □ 

FIELDING V □ WHITTLESEY □ □ 

FULLER Vo TUTWILER g-" □ 

HERRINGTON □ □ 
WIRTHLIN ~ □ 

HICKEY □ □ 
ELLIOTT 

□ 

McFARLANE ✓ □ HENKEL ✓o 
McMANUS v,' □ □ □ 

REMARKS: 

Please provide any edits directly to Ben Elliott by 5:00 p.m. today, 
August 9th, with an information copy to my office. 

Thank you. 

RESPONSE : 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

Ext.2702 



(Noonan/BE) 
August 9, 1984 
10:30 a.rr.. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: EVENT WITH U.S. OLYMPIC MEDALISTS 
MONDAY, AUGUST 13, 1984 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

Thank you Don Miller, and thank you all very much. 

Ladies and Gentlemen of America's Team at the 23rd Olympiad: 

You did us proud. 

You're heroes, every one of you. You're living proof of 

what happens when America sets its sights high and says, "Let's 

create a little excellence." And you gave us moments we'll never 

forget. There was Blatnick falling to his knees in thanks -- and 

Retton' getting that perfect ten. There was Steinseiffer and 

Hogshead hitting the wall at the exact same mili-second -- and 

There was something very special about this Olympics, there 

was a special spirit to it. You gave us all such a lift -- you 

gave us something to be unified around and cheer for together. I 

think you may have heard that cheer. It went something like 

"U ... S ... A!" 

The specialness of this Olympics was apparent from the 

beginning, when all of you marched into the Coliseum together. 

An Englishman watching from the stands looked out at you and was 

quoted as saying, "That's what the world loves about America, 

that wonderful casualness and confidence." You walked into the 

opening ceremonies with a special kind of pride, a vibrant and 

very human delight that was transmitted to the crowds and that 

was picked up by people watching throughout the country. 
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I couldn't help but think that if the people of the world 

judged Americans by what they saw of you, then they think, 

"Americans? . Well, they're generous and full of serious effort, 

they're full of gaity and high spirits, they're motivated by all 

the best things ... and do they bring home the gold, or what?" 

I want to take a moment here to single out and say thank you 

to the uncelebrated people in the story: your coaches and 

trainers, your parents and friends. All the quiet people who 

stood behind you when the shot rang out and the race began. 

Every hero knows that no hero does it alone. The people who 

stood behind you deserve our thanks. The way I see it, there 

ought to be an Olympic event in Free Style Emotional Support. 

They'd get a perfect ten. 

I want to say too that the city of Los Angeles did a 

marvelous job. What terrific people in this town. Just about 

everyone in this city had to put him or herself out in some way, 

one way or another, while the Garnes were on. They not only did 

it, they did it with a smile. They won the admiration and thanks 

of the entire country. And I think a guy back East summed it up 

when he was si t ting around with his family during the games one 

day. He said, "L.A. has a lotta class, a lotta style." Don't 

you think he was right? 

This is a good time also to thank the corporations and 

businesses that decided, a few years back, to contribute money 

and personnel and time to help our athletes. They proved that 

the profits reaped from a free economy can be used to help our 

young people compete with the state-subsidized athletes of other 
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usually, in most of the events, you could sort of figure out who 

represented what country. except with the American athletes. 

With the American athletes you almost always had to see the 

U.S.A. on their uniforms -- because our team came in all shapes 

and sizes, all colors and nationalties and races and ethnic 

groups. And I was thinking, you can talk on forever and read 

books about the melting pot, but the past two weeks there it was, 

winning medals for us, representing us every day. 

And so I :say to you, the great melting pot team of 1984, the 

members of America's team at the 23rd Olympiad: Thanks for the 

memories, thanks for the great moments. Thanks for being what 

you are: genuine heroes. 

You did us proud. 

And you know what? 1984 has a kind of special significance 

for me. I'm f inding it to be a very interesting year. But after 

seeing what you did at this Olympics, I can't wait 'til '88. I 

can't wait. 

Thank you all very much, and God bless you. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 9, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR OTT 
DEPUTY SSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 

AND DI ECTOR OF SPEECHWRITING 

FROM: 
THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Draft rks for 
Meeti c Medalists 

Our office has reviewed the abo e-referenced draft remarks and 
has no legal or other substantiv objection to them. 

cc: Richard G. Darman 



MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 9, 1984 

RICHARD A. HAUSER 

PETER J. RUSTHOVE~ 

Draft Presidential Remarks for 
Meeting the U.S. Olympic Medalists 

Richard Darman's office asked us to provide comments directly 
to Ben Elliott by 5:00 p.m. today on the above-referenced 
draft remarks, which the President is scheduled to deliver on 
Monday, August 13, at ceremonies in Los Angeles to congratulate 
America's Olympic medalists. 

The draft remarks make appropriate comments about the Olympians 
and all American connected with the Games, and present no 
legal or other problem on which our office need comment. 

A memorandum for Elliott, with copy to Darman, is attached for 
your review and signature. 

Attachment 



Document No. ----------

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: __ • a_;_i_o_/_8_4 -- ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 
FYI 

SUBJECT: 
REMARKS: EVENT WITH U.S. OLYMPIC MEDALISTS 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ MURPHY □ 

MEESE □ g./ OGLESBY □ 

BAKER □ V ROGERS □ 

DEAVER □ ✓ SPEAKES □ 

STOCKMAN □ ✓ SVAHN □ 

CARMAN OP [Q!( VERSTANDIG · □ 

FIELDIN WHITTLESEY 

FULLER □ ~ TUTWILER 

HERRINGTON □ □ 
WIRTHLIN 

HICKEY 
ELLIOTT 

□ □ 

McFARLANE □ ✓ HENKEL 

McMANUS □ ~ 

REMARKS: 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: EVENT WITH U.S . OLYMPIC MEDALISTS 
MONDAY, AUGUST 13, 1984 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

Thank you Don Miller, and thank you all very much. 

Ladies and Gentlemen of America's Team at the 23rd Olympiad: 

You did us proud. 

You're heroes, every one of you. You're living proof of 

what happens when America sets its sights high and says, "Let's 

create a little excellence." And you gave us moments we'll never 

forget. There was Blatnick falling to his knees in thanks -- and 

Retton getting that perfect ten. There was Steinseifer and 

Hogshead hitting the wall at the exact same hundredth of a 

second -- and Carl Lewis' smile when he tied Jesse OWens' record. 

There was something very special about this Olympics, there 

was a special s pirit to it. You gave us all such a lift -- you 

gave us something to be unified around and cheer for together. I 

think you may have heard that cheer. It went something like 

"U ... s ... A!" It doesn't matter whether you won the gold, the 

silver or the bronze that cheer was for you. 

The specialness of this Olympics was apparent from the 

beginning, when all of you marched into the Coliseum together. 

An Englishman watching from the stands looked out at you and was 

quoted as saying, "That's what the world loves about America, 

that wonderful casualness, and confidence." You walked into the 

opening ceremonies with a special kind of pride, a vibrant and 

very human delight that was transmitted to the crowds and that 

was picked up by people watching throughout the country. 
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I couldn't help but think that if the people of the world 

judged Americans by what they saw of you, then they think, 

"Americans? Well, they're generous and full of serious effort, 

they're full of gaity and high spirits, they're motivated by all 

the best things ... and do they bring home the gold, or what?" 

I want to take a moment here to single out and say thank you 

to the uncelebrated people in the story: your coaches and 

trainers, your parents and friends. All the quiet people who 

stood behind you when tha shot rang out and the race began. 

Every hero knows that no hero does it alone. The people who 

stood behind you deserve our thanks. The way I see it, there 

ought to be an Olympic event in Moral Support. They'd get a 

perfect ten. 

I want to say too that the city of Los Angeles did a 

marvelous job. What terrific people in this town. Just about 

everyone in t h is city had to put him or herself out in some way, 

one way or another, while the Games were on. They not only did 

it, they did it with a smile. They won the admiration and thanks 

of the entire country. And I think a guy back East summed it up 

when he was sitting around with his family during the games one 

day. He said, "L.A. has a lotta class, a lotta style." Don't 

you think he was right? 

This is a good time also to thank the corporations and 

businesses that decided, a few years back, to contribute money 

and personnel and time to help our athletes. They proved that 

the profits reaped from a free economy can be used to help our 

young people compete on an even footing with the state-subsidized 
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athletes of other countries. Those corporations did us proud. 

So did Bill Simon, who led this great Citizen's Effort. So did 

the Los Angeles Olympic Committee ... and the U.S. Olympic 

Committee. 

The 23rd Olympiad of the modern era is over but it will 

never be forgotten. It was attended by more countries than ever 

before -- there was more competition than ever before -- there 

was more brilliant talent than ever before and, incidentally, 

more records were broken than ever before. A few countries -­

very few -- did not attend. But at least now we know why the 

Soviets said they felt so insecure about coming. If! thought 

I'd lose a lot of gold while visiting another country I might 

think twice too! The Games were a triumph -- a triumph of 

friendly and generous competition, a triumph of fellowship, a 

triumvh of the spirit. It turned out nothing could mar the 

Games, nothing could detract. It turned out the only losers of 

the 23rd Olympiad were those who didn't -- or couldn't -- come. 

As for those who did -- what greatness they showed us. 

Weren't you impressed by the athletes the other countries sent? 

The Korean boxers and the Chinese gymnasts, the Rumanian athletes 

and the Jamaicans and the Japanese ... For a lot of us, one of 

the really indelible images of the games was of Gabriella 

Andersen-Schiess of Switzerland, walking dazed and dehydrated to 

the finish line, refusing to give up, pushing on even when all 

her strength was gone, summoning up just that last bit of reserve 

and crossing that line. What a hero she is. 
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I have just a final point here. One of the things I noted, 

and liked so much as I watched the Games on T.V., was that 

usually, in most of the events, you could sort of figure out who 

represented what country. except with the American athletes. 

With the American athletes you almost always had to see the 

U.S.A. on their uniforms -- because our team came in all shapes 

and sizes, al l colors and nationalties and races and ethnic 

groups. And I was thinking, you can talk on forever and read 

books about the melting pot, but the past two weeks there it was, 

winning medals for us, representing us every day. 

And so I say to you, the great melting pot team of 1984, the 

members of Ameirica' s team at the 23rd Olympiad: Thanks for the 

memories, thanks for the great moments. Thanks for being what 

you are: genuine heroes. 

You did us proud. 

And you know what? 1984 has a kind of special significance 

for me. I'm finding it to be a very interesting year. But after 

seeing what you did at this Olympics, I can't wait 'til '88. I 

can't wait. 

Thank you all very much, and God bless you. 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: EVENT WITH U.S. OLYMPIC MEDALISTS 
MONDAY, AUGUST 13, 1984 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

Thank you Don Miller, and thank you all very much. 

Ladies and Gentlemen of America's Team at the 23rd Olympiad: 

You did us proud. 

You're heroes, every one of you. You're living proof of 

what happens when America sets its sights high and says, "Let's 

create a little excellence." And you gave us moments we'll never 

forget. There was Blatnick falling to his knees in thanks -- and 

Retton' getting that perfect ten. There was Steinseiffer and 

Hogshead hittin g the wall at the exact same mili-second -- and 

There was something very special about this Olympics, there 

was a special spirit to it. You gave us all such a lift -- you 

gave us somethi ng to be unified around and cheer for together. I 

think you may have heard that cheer. It went something like 

"U ... S ... A!" 

The specialness of this Olympics was apparent from the 

beginning, when all of you marched into the Coliseum together. 

An Englishman watching from the stands looked out at you and was 

quoted as saying, "That's what the world loves about America, 

that wonderful casualness and confidence." You walked into the 

opening ceremonies with a special kind of pride, a vibrant and 

very human delight that was transmitted to the crowds and that 

was picked up by people watching throughout the country. 



Page 2 • 

I couldn'' t help but think that if the people of the world 

judged Americans by what they saw of you, then they think, 

"Americans? . Well, they're generous and full of serious effort, 

they're full of gaity and high spirits, they're motivated by all 

the best things ... and do they bring home the gold, or what?" 

I want to take a moment here to single out and say thank you 

to the uncelebrated people in the story: your coaches and 

trainers, your parents and friends. All the quiet people who 

stood behind you when the shot rang out · and the race began. 

Every hero knows that no hero does it alone. The people who 

stood behind you deserve our thanks. The way I see it, there 

ought to be an Olympic event in Free Style Emotional Support. 

They'd get a perfect ten. 

I want to say too that the city ot Los Angeles did a 

marvelous job. What terrific people in this town. Just about 

everyone in this city had to put him or herself out in some way, 

one way or another, while the Garnes were on. They not only did 

it, they did it with a smile. They won the admiration and thanks 

of the entire country. And I think a guy back East summed it up 

when he was sitting around with his family during the games one 

day. He said, "L.A. has a lotta class, a lotta style." Don't 

you think he was right? 

This is a good time also to thank the corporations and 

businesses that decided, a few years back, to contribute money 

and personnel and time to help our athletes. They proved that 

the profits reaped from a free economy can be used to help our 

young people compete with the state-subsidized athletes of other 



countries. Those corporations did us proud. So did Bill Simon, 

who led this great Citizen's Effort. So did the Los Angeles 

Olympic Committee ... and the U.S. Olympic Committee. 

The 23rd Olympiad of the modern era is over but it will 

never be forgotten. It was attended by more countries than ever 

before -- there was more competition than ever before -- there 

was more brilliant talent than ever before and, incidentally, 

more records were broken than ever before. A few countries -­

very few -- did not attend. But at least now we know why the 

Soviets said they felt so insecure about coming. If I thought 

I'd lose a lot of gold while visiting another country I might 

think twice tool The Games were a triumph -- a triumph of 

friendly and g-enerous competition, a triumph of fellowship, a 

triumph of the spirit. It turned out nothing could mar the 

Games, nothing could detract. It turned out the only losers of 

the 23rd Olympiad were those who didn't -- or couldn't -- come. 

As for those who did -- what greatness they showed us. 

Weren't you impressed by the athletes the other countries sent? 

The Korean boxers and the Chinese gymnasts, the Rumanian athletes 

and the Jamaicans and the Japanese ... For a lot of us, one of 

the really indelible images of the games was of Gabriella 

Andersen-Schiess of Switzerland, walking dazed and dehydrated to 

the finish line, refusing to give up, pushing on even when all 

her strength was gone, summoning up just that last bit of reserve 

and crossing that line. What a hero she is. 

I have just a final point here. One of the things I noted, 

and liked so much as I watched the Games on T.V., was that 
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usually, in most of the events, you could sort of figure out who 

represented what country. except with the American athletes. 

With the American athletes you almost always had to see the 

U.S.A. on their uniforms -- because our team came in all shapes 

· and sizes, all colors and nationalties and races and ethnic 

groups. And I was thinking, you can talk on forever and read 

books about the melting pot, but the past two weeks there it was, 

winning medals for us, representing us every day. 

And so I say to you, the great melting pot team of 1984, the 

members of America's team at the 23rd Olympiad: Thanks for the 

memories, thanks for the great moments. Thanks for being what 

you are: genuine heroes. 

You did us proud. 

And you know what? 1984 has a kind of special significance 

for me. I'm finding it to be a very interesting year. But after 

seeing what you did at this Olympics, I can't wait 'til '88. I 

can't wait. 

Thank you all very much, and God bless you. 
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a.. ~REETING TO U.S. OLYMPI C MED11LIST~ 
~) LOS ANGELES, CALI FORN IA ~ -

THANK YOU BILL SIMON, AND THANK YOU ALL 
VERY MUCH, ------- .. 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF AMERICA'S TEAM 
AT THE 23RD OLYMPIAD: YOU DID US PROUD, 

----YOUR'RE HEROES, EVERY ONE OF YOU LIVING 
PROOF OF WHAT HAPPENS WHEN AMERICA SETS ITS 
SIGHTS HIGH AND ~ef"LET'S CREATE A LITTLE 
E~D YOU GAVE US MOMENTS WE'LL 

( ~EVER FORGETJTHERE WAS BLATNICK DROPPING 

dl~P£J~3t! 

5/7C?a£ 
/7/3co ~ OL 

TO HIS KNEES INT~ AND MARY LOU RETTON -
GETTING THAT PERFECT T~N.f"° THERE WAS --

-=:::--
' STEINSEIFER AND HOGSHEAD HITTING THE WALL AT 

THE EXACT SAME HUNDREDTH OF A S~ AND 
CARL LEWIS' SMILE WHEN HE TIED JESSE OWENS' 

RECORD. 

THERE WAS SOMETHING VERY SPECIAL ABOUT 
THIS OLYMPICS, THERE WAS A SPECIAL SPIRIT TO 
IT. 



~ ,. ~ - .. 
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YOU GAVE US ALL SUCH A L~Y0U GAVE Li$ 

SOMETHING TO BE UNIFIED AROUND AND CHEER FOR 
TOG.ETHER. · 

I THINK YOU MAY POSSIBLY HAVE HEARD 

THAT CHEER_fIT WENT SOMET~ING LIKE _ 
-,,U~ ti S ti • A! 'JI T DOESN'T MATTER WHETHER YOU 

WON THE GOLy'THE SILVER OR THE BRONZ,1/-
THAT CHEER WAS FOR YOU, 

~-HI: SPECIALNESS OF THIS OLYMPICS WAS 

APPARENT FROM THE BEGINNING, YOU WALKED l 

INTO THE OPENING CEREMONIES WITH A SPECIAL 
KIND OF PRIDEJ A VIBRANT AND VERY HUMAN 
DELIGHT THAT WAS TRANSMITTED TO THE C~ 
AND THAT WAS PICKED UP BY PEOPLE WATCHING 
ALL AROUND THE COUNTRY. 

THROUGHOUT THE GAMES, I COULDN'T HELP 
BUT THINK THAT IF THE PEOPLE OF THE WORLD 
JUDGED AMERICANS BY WHAT THEY SAW OF YOU, 

-

' • 

. ,._,. .j .a: • • .~~~ • ..er• 

I 
.... 
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WELL, THEY'RE GENEROUS AND FULL OF SERIOUS 
EfFORT_fTHEY'RE FULL OF HIGH SPI~THEY'RE 
MOTIVfTED BY ALL THE BEST THI~ I I THEY'RE 

. TRULY ·A NATION OF CHAMPIONS,u 
I WANT TO TAKE A MOMENT HERE TO SINGLE 

OUT AND SAY THANK YOU TO THE UNCELEBRATED 
PEOPLE IN THE STORY;YOUR COACHES AND 
TRAIN~YOUR PARENTS AND FRIEN~ALL THE 
QUIET PEOPLE WHO STOOD BEHIND YOU WHEN THE 
SHOT RAN~ OUT AND THE RACE BEGA__Iy=- AND 
YES, THOSE YOU MAY HAVE DEFEATED, ·BUT WHOSE 
OWN EFFORTS HELPED PUSH YOU TO YOUR BEST, 

""' EVERY HERO KNOWS THAT NO HERO DOES IT ALONE, 
,,-

THE PEOPLE WHO STOOD BEHIND YOU DESERVE OUR 
THAN5 THE WAY I SEE IT, THERE OUGHT TO 
BE AN OLYMPIC EVENT IN MORAL SUPPORT. 
THEY'D GET A PERFECT TEN, 

I WANT TO SAY TOO THAT THE THE CITY OF 
LOS ANGELES DID A MARVELOUS JOB_J WHAT 

-TERRIFIC PEOPLE. IN THIS TOWN, 

4 

JUST ABOUT EVERYONE IN THIS CITY HAD TO PUT 
HIM OR HERSELF· OUT IN SOME ~ONE WAY OR • 

_AN03WHILE THE GAMES WERE~ THEY NOT 
ONLY DID IT, THEY DID IT WITH A SMILE 

I I 

THEY WON THE ADMIRATION AND THANKS OF THE 
ENTIRE COUNTRY, --------------------

THIS IS A GOOD TIME ALSO TO THANK THE 
GENEROUS CORPORATIONS THAT DECIDED, A FEW 
YEARS BACK, TO CONTRIBUTE MONEY AND 
PERSONNEL AND TIME TO HELP OUR ATHLETES, 
THEY PROVED THAT THE PROFI1S REAPED FROM A 
FREE ECONOMY CAN BE USED TO HELP OUR YOUNG 

PEOPLE COMPETE ON AN EVEN FOOTING WITH THE 
STATE~SUBSIDIZED ATHLETES OF OTHER COUNTRIES, 

THOSE CORP~RATIONS DID US PROUD Jso DID 
BILL SIMON, WHO LED THIS GREAT CITIZENS' 
EFFORT J SO DID THE LOS ANGELES .OLYMPIC - • 

ORGANIZING COMM~. AND THE U.S. 
OLYMPIC COMMITTEE. 

THE 23RD OLYMPIAD OF THE MODERN ERA IS 

OVER BUT IT WILL NEVER BE FORGOTTEN, 

¥ A41Qj§iPll--r - .._ . 4fftf!4fiih _iiji! ~ 
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IT WAS ATTENDED BY MORE COUNTRIES THAN EVER 
~~fORE r THERE WAS MORE COMPETITION THAN 
EVER BEFOREr THERE WAS MORE BRILLIANT 
TALENT THAN EVER BEFORE1 AND, AS .YOU 

---KNOW, A LOT OF RECORDS WERE BROKEN,r~ 

~ - ~7~"-~fft410_!5Af~ ' 
~~ . / . - • ~ 

~ ------- -
I 

THE GAMES WERE A TRIUMEJ:Lr- A TRIUMPH 
OF FRIENDLY AND GENEROUS COMPETI~A 
TRIUMPH OF FELLOWSHI!1 A T~IUMPH OF THE 
SPIRIT, f IT TURNED OUT NOTHING COULD MAR 
~ 

THE. GAMES, NOTH I NG COULD DETRACT, f ff T~~IED ~ 
~ THE ONLY LOSERS OF THE 23RD OLYMPIAD 
WERE THOSE WHO DIDN'T -- OR COULDN'T 
COME, 

AS FOR THOSE WHO DID -- WHAT 
GREATNESS THEY SHOWED US, 

'f 

-
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I KNOW YOU WERE IMPRESSED BY THE ATHLETES 
THE OTHER COUNTRIES SENT, HE SOUTH KOREAN 

BOXERS AND THE CHIN~SE GYMNASTS§THE ROMANIAN 
ATHLETESrAND THE ,JAMAICANS AND THE 
JA PANl="~E cnn " ' ,.......,.. ,...,,_ .. - - • 
• • • .., .... v v . -. , vi\ H Lu I u, u~, ONE OF THE 
REALLY INDELIBLE IMAGES OF THE GAMES WAS OF 
GABRIELLA ANDERSEN-SCHIESS OF SWITZER~ 
WALKING DAZED AND DEHYDRATED TO THE FINISH 
rLINEr REFUSING TO GIVE~ PUSHI_NG ON EVEN 
WHEN ALL HER STRENGTH WAS GONE; SUMMON I NG 

UP JUST THAT LAST BIT .OF RtSERVE AND 

CROSSING THAT L!]JE,) WHAT -~ HERO~ IS, 
I HAVE JUST A FINAL .POINT HERE. [ONE 

OF THE THINGS I NOTED, AND LIKED SO MUCH AS 
I WATCHED IHE GAMES ON T.V.r, WAS THAT OFTEN, 
IN MANY OF THE EVENTS, YOU COULD SORT OF 
FIGURE OUT WHO REPRESENTED WHAT 

COUN~. EXCEPT WITH THE AMERICAN 
ArHLETES. 

..,. - . 
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WITH THE AMERICAN ATHLETES YOU ALMOST ALWAYS 
H-AD TO SEE THE U.S.A. ON 'THEIR UN_IFORMS 5-
BECAUSE OUR TEAM CAME IN ALL SHAPES AND 
SIZE~ ALL COLORS AND NATIONALITIES AND 

-RACES AND ETHNIC GROUPS, f"AND I WAS 
THINKING, YOU CAN TALK ON FOREVER AND READ 
BOOKS ABOUT THE MELTING POT.5 BUT THE PAST 

-., 

TWO WEEKS THERE IT WAS_.rWINNING MEDALS FOR 
US, REPRESENTING US EVERY DAY. 

AND SO I SAY TO YOU, THE GREAT MELTING 
POT TEAM OF 1984s THE MEMBERS OF AMERICA'S 
TEAM AT THE 23RD OLYMPIAD: THANKS FOR THE 
MEMORIES, THANKS FOR THE GREAT MOMENTS. 

- THANKS FOR BEING WHAT YOU ARE: GENUINE 
HEROES. 

YOU DID US PROUD. 
AND YOU KNOW WHATJ- 1984 HAS A KIND OF 

SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE FOR ME,] I'M FINDING 
- IT TO BE A VERY INTERESTING YEARJ BUT 
.. -

AFTER SEEING WHAT YOU DID AT THIS OLYMPICS, 
I CAN'T WAIT 'TIL '881 I CAN'T WAIT, 

8 

THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH, AND GOD BLESS 
YOU, 

AND NOW, YOU REMEMBER THAT RIGHT BEFORE 
THE GAMES YOU GAVE ME A GIFT OF ALL YOUR 
OLYMPIC TEAM PINS, TODAY I WANT TO RETURN 
THE FAVOR, I HAVE A GIFT FOR THE FUTURE 
U.S. OLYMPICS HALL OF FAME,f IT IS THE 
AMERICAN EAGLE, AND IT IS GIVEN TO HONOR 
THE MEMBERS OF AMERICA'S TEAM AT THE '84 

GAMES_r BECAUSE YOU SOARED TO GREATNESS. . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 11, 1984 

_iho :President hun ;:;eon, 

FROM: BEN ELLIOTT /JJ.J- ~ • ' ~ (L 
SUBJECT: Olympic Medalists Ceremony ~ \ <.c_ 

~ 
Attached is a revised draft of your remarks to the U.S. Olympic 
Medal winners on Monday. It incorporates your edits and a few 
small editorial and research changes. 

On page 1, paragraph 3, the reference to Carl Lewis breaking 
Jesse OWens' record is not yet a fact, but_ is written on what is 
viewed as a certainty for Saturday. Should Lewis fail, we will 
delete this reference. 

On page 3, paragraph 1, the words "more records were broken than 
ever before," has been changed to "a lot of records were broken." 

At the request of Advance, we added language at the end for your 
presentation of an American Eagle to the U.S. Olympic Hall of 
Fame. , 

Thank you. 



(Noonan/BE/RR) 
August 11, 1984 
10:30 a.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: EVENT WITH U.S. OLYMPIC MEDALISTS 
MONDAY, AUGUST 13, 1984 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

Thank you Bill Simon, and thank you all very much. 

Ladies and Gentlemen of America's .Te~m at the 23rd Olympiad: 

You did us proud. 

You•r~ heroes, every one of you living proof of what happens 

when America sets its sights high and says, "Let's create a 

little excellence." And you gave us moments we'll never forget. 
l. 

There was Blatnick dropping to his knees in thanks -- and Mary 

Lou Retton getting that perfect ten. There was Steinseifer and 

Hogshead hitting the wall at the exact same Qundredth of a . 

second -- and Carl Lewis' smile when he tied Jesse Owens' record. 

There was something very special about this Olympics, there 

was a special spirit to it. You gave us all such a lift -- you _ 

gave us something to be unified around and cheer for together. I 

think you may possibly have heard that cheer. It went something 

like "U ... s ... A!" It doesn't matter whether you won the gold, 

the silver or the bronze -- that cheer was for you. 

The specialness of this Olympics was apparent from the 

beg~nning. You walked into the opening ceremonies with a special 

kind of pride, a vibrant and very human delight that was 

transmitted to the crowds and that was picked up by people 

watching all around the count~y. 

Throughout the Garnes, I couldn't help . but think that if the 

people of the world judged Americans by what they saw of you, 

then they th.ink;, "Americans? Well, they're generous and full of 

• t 
' ( 
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serious effort, they're full of high spirits, they're motivated 

by all the best things ... they're truly a nation of champions." 

I want to take a moment here to single out and say thank you 

to the uncelebrated people in the story: your coaches and 

trainers, your parents and friends, ~11 the quiet people who 

stood behind you when the shot rang out and the race began -- and 

yes, those_you may have defeated, but whose own efforts helped 

push you to your best. Every hero knows that no hero does it 

alone. The people who stood behind you deserv, our thanks. The 

way I see it, there ought to be an Olympic event in Moral 

Support. They'd get a perfect ten. 

I want to say too that the city of Los Angeles did a 

marvelous job. What terrific people in this town. Just about 

everyone in this city had to put him or herself out in some way, 

one way or another, while the Games were on. They not only did 

it, they did it with a smile. They won the admiration and thanks 

of the entire country. 

This ·is .a good time also to thank the generous corporations 

that decided, a few years back, to contribute money and personnel 

and time to help our athletes. They proved that the profits 

reaped from a free economy can be used to help our young people 

compete on an even footing with the state-subsidized athletes of 

other countries. Those corporations did us proud. So did 

Bill Simon, who led this great Citizen's Effort. So did the Los 

Angeles Olympic Organizing Cornmittee ... and the U.S. Olympic 

Committee. · 
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The 23rd Olympian of the modern era is over but it will 

never be forgotten. It was attended by more countries than ever 

before -- there was more competition than ever before -- there 

was more brilliant talent than ever before -- and, as you know, a 

lot of records were broken. aA..,::ff~Q~~~·~c~e~w~R~~~r~i~~~s.-::==l~tee.lii5¥y:..-:f~e~wr--~eew.,id 

llR at~ena Put ~a-,:be ao~.• we know why the Sosd et s fc lt so 
. . 

:t."i'isccu1c about coming. If r tbangkt I'd Jw,e a lot of 9ela wt\il.e 

w.1'tiz;;:::11to~ntry I might think twice t;;eo! 

The Games were a triumph -- a triumph of friendly and 
l. 

generous competition, a triumph of fellowship, _ a triumph of the 

spirit. It turned out nothing could mar ··the Games, nothing could 

detract. It turned out the only losers of the 23rd Olympiad were 

those who didn't -- or couldn't -- come. 

As for those who did -- what greatness they showed us. I 

know you were impressed by the athletes the other countries sent. 

The South Korean boxers and the Chinese gymnasts, the Romanian 

athletes and the Jamaicans and the Japanese. For a lot of 

us, one of the really indelible images of the games was of 

Gabriella Andersen-Schiess of Switzerland, walking dazed and 

dehydrated to the finish line, refusing to give up, pushing on 

even when all her strength was gone, summoning up just that last 

bit of reserve and crossing that line. What a hero she is. 

I have just a final point here. One of the things I noted, 

and liked so much as I watched the Games on T.V., was that often, 

.fn many of the events, you co~ld sort of figure out who 

represented what country. except with the American athletes. 

With the American athletes you almost always had to see the 



U.S.A. on their uniforms--· because our team came in all shapes 

and sizes, all colors and nationalities and races and ethnic 

groups. And I was thinking, you can talk on forever and read 

books about the melting pot, but the past two weeks there it was, 

winning medals for us, representing us . every day. 

And so I say to you, the great melting pot team of 1984, the 

members of America's team at the 23rd Olympiad: Thanks for the 

memories, thanks for the great moments. Thanks for being what 

you are: genuine heroes. 

You did us proud. 

And you know what? 1984 has a kind of special significance 

for me. I'm finding ~t to be~ ~ery interesting year. But after 

seeing what you did at this Olympics, I can't wait 'til '88. I 

can't wait. 

Thank you all very much, and God bless you. 

And now, you rememb~r that right before the Games you gave 

me a gift of all your Olympic team pins. Today I want to return 

the favor. I have a gift for the future U.S. Plympics Hall of 

Fame. It is the American Eagle, and it is given to honor the 

members of America's Team at the '84 Games -- because you soared 

to greatness. 
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Thank you Don Miller, and thank you all very much. 

Ladies and Gentlemen of Ame'rica' s Team at · the 23rd Olympiad: 

You . did_~~- proud. 

You're heroes, every one of you. Yau'iitm living proof of 

what happens when America sets its sights high and says, "J.~t•s 

create a li ttl,e excellence." And y .. ou gave us moments we' 11 never 
~ l. 

forget. There was Blatnick~ ~o his knees in thanks -- and 

f(,(p:( U>c.J Retton getting that perfect ten. There was St.einseifer and 

Hoqshead hitting the wall at the exact same hundredth of a 

second -- and Carl Lewis• smile when he tied Jesse Owens' record. 

There was something ~ery special about this Olympics, there 

was a special spirit Lo it. You gave us all such a lift -- you 

qave us somethi ng to be unified around and cheer for toqelher. I 
. ro~3~@,! 

think ' you m~1ave heard that cheer. It went somcthinq like 

"U ... s ... A!" It doesn't matter whether you won the qold, the 

silver or the bronze that cheer was tor you. 

The specialness oft.his Olympics was apparent from the 

beg1nn1nq, when all of you marched into the Coliseum together. 

An Enqlishrnan watchinq from the stands looked out al vou and was 

q\1otcd as saying, "That's what the world loves about Ain~rlca, 

that wonderful casualness and confidence." You walked into the 

opening ceremonies with a special kind of pride, a vibrant and 

very human delight that was transmitted to the crowds and that 

was picked up by people watching throriqhout the country. 

' ! t 
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I couldnvt help but think that if the people of the world 

judged Arnericmis by what they saw of you, then they think, 

IIAmericans? . Well, they're generous and full of serious effort, 

• they're full of gaity and high spirits, they're motivated by all 

the best thin9s ... and do they bi;:ing home the gold, or. wl1ct L?" 

I want to take a moment here to single out .and say thank you 

to the uncelebrated people in the story: your coaches and 

trainers, your parents and friends. All the quiet people who 

stood behind you when the shot rang out and the race began. 

Every hero knows that no hero docs it alone. The people who 

stood behind you deserve our thanks. Th~ way I see it, there 

ought to be an Olympic event in Moral Support. 'l'hey' d get a 

perfect ten. 

I want to say too that the city of Los Angeles did a 

1narvelous job. What terrific p0opl10 in thi. town. Just about 

everyone in this city had to put him or herself out in some way, 

one way or another, while the Games were on. They not only did 

it. they did it with a ~mile. They won the admiration and thanks 

of the entire country. And I think a guy back East summed it up 

when he was sitting around with his family during the games one 

day. He said, "L.A. has a lotta class, a lotta style." Don't 

you think he was right? 

This i!;, c;4 yuuu Llrne dl::,u Lu thank the corporations and 

businesses that decided, a few years back, to contribute money 

d.ml p~J..buuuel and time to help our athletes. They proved that 

the profits reaped from · a free economy can be used to help our 

young people compete on an even footing ~ith the state-subsidized 
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athletes of other countries. Those corporations did us proud. 

So did Bill Simon, whn lP<l this great Citizen's Effort. So did 

the Los Ange~es Olympic Committee ... and the U.S. Olympic 

Committee. 

'!'he 23rd Olympiad of the modern era is over but it will 

never be for9otten. It was attended by more countries than ever 

before -- there was more competition than ever before -- there 

was more brilliant talent than ever before and, incidentally, 

more records were broken than ever before. A few conntriPc; -­

very few -- did not attend. But at least now we know why the 

Soviets said they felt so insecure about corning. If! thought 

I'd lose a lot of gold while visiting another country I might 

think twice t<:>o ! The Games were a t .riumph -- a triumph of 

friendly and 9enerous competition, a triumph of fellow5hif', d 

triumph of the spirit. It turned out nothing could mar the 

Games, nothing could detract. It turned out the only losers of 

the 23rd Olympiad were those who didn't -- or couldn't -- come. 

As for those who did -- what greatness they showed us. 

~ ~,~Cm~resscd by the athletes the other countries sentP' 

The Korean boxers and the Chinese gymnasts, the Rumanian athletes 

and the Jamaic ,ans and the Japanese . . . For a lot of us, one of 

the · really indelible images of the games was of Gabriella 

Andersen-Schiess of Switzerland, walking dazed and dehydrated to 

the finish line, refusing to give up, pushing on even when all 

. her strength WcitS gone, sumn1oning up just that last bit of reserve 

and crossing that line. What a hero ~he 1~. 
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I have just a final point here. One of the things I noted, 

and liked so mJch as I watched the Garnes on T.V., was that 

usually, in most of the events, you eould so~t of figure out who 

represented wh1;1.t covntry . except with the American .athletes. 

With the American athletes you almost always had to see the 

U.S.A. on their uniforms -- because our · tc~m came in all shapes 

and sizes, all colors and nationalties and races and ethnic 

groups. And I was thinking, you can talk on forever and read 

books about t~e melting pot, but the past two weeks there it was, 

winning medals for us, representing us every dat. 

And so I say to you, the great melting pot team of 1984, the · 

members of America's team at the 23rd Olympiad: Thanks for ,. the 

memories, thanks for the great moments. Thanks for being what 

you are; genuine heroes. 

Y di'd d ou u!:, prou . 

.And you know what? 1984 has a kind of special significance 

for me. I'm finding it to be a very interesting year. But after 

seeing what you. did at this Olympics, I can't wait 'til '88. I 

can•t wait. 

Thank you all very much, and God bless you. 

I t 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 11, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: BEN ELLIOTT /!;,,J-
SUBJECT: Olympic Medalists Ceremony 

Attached is a revised draft of your remarks to the U.S. Olympic 
Medal winners on Monday. It incorporates your edits and a few 
small editorial and research changes. 

On page 1, paragraph 3, the reference to Carl Lewis breaking 
Jesse Owens' record is not yet a fact, but is written on what is 
viewed as a certainty for Saturday. Should Lewis fail, we will 
delete this reference. 

On page 3, paragraph 1, the words "more records were broken than 
ever before," has been changed to "a lot of records were broken." 

At the request of Advance, we added language at the end for your 
presentation of an American Eagle to the U.S. Olympic Hall of 
Fame. 

Thank you. 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: EVENT WITH U.S. OLYMPIC MEDALISTS 
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LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

Thank you Bill Simon, and thank you all very much. 

Ladies and Gentlemen of America's Team at the 23rd Olympiad: 

You did us proud. 

You're heroes, every one of you living proof of what happens 

when America sets its sights high and says, "Let's create a 

little excellence." And you gave us moments we'll never forget. 

There was Blatnick dropping to his knees in thanks -- and Mary 

Lou Retton getting that perfect ten. There was Steinseifer and 

Hogshead hitting the wall at the exact same hundredth of a 

second -- and Carl Lewis' smile when he tied Jesse OWens' record. 

There was something very special about this Olympics, there 

was a special spirit to it. You gave us all such a lift -- you 

gave us something to be unified around and cheer for together. I 

think you may possibly have heard that cheer. It went something 

like "U ... s ... A!" It doesn't matter whether you won the gold, 

the silver or the bronze -- that cheer was for you. 

The specialness of this Olympics was apparent from the 

beginning. You walked into the opening ceremonies with a special 

kind of pride, a vibrant and very human delight that was 

transmitted to the crowds and that was picked up by people 

watching all around the country. 

Throughout the Games, I couldn't help but think that if the 

people of the world judged Americans by what they saw of you, 

then they thin~, "Americans? Well, they're generous and full of 
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serious effort, they're full of high spirits, they're motivated 

by all the best things ... they're truly a nation of champions." 

I want to take a moment here to single out and say thank you 

to the uncelebrated people in the story: your coaches and 

trainers, your parents and friends, all the quiet people who 

stood behind you when the shot rang out and the race began -- and 

yes, those you may have defeated, but whose own efforts helped 

push you to your best. Every hero knows that no hero does it 

alone. The people who stood behind you deserve our thanks. The 

way I see it, there ought to be an Olympic event in Moral 

Support. They'd get a perfect ten. 

I want to say too that the city of Los Angeles did a 

marvelous job. What terrific people in this town. Just about 

everyone in this city had to put him or herself out in some way, 

one way or another, while the Games were on. They not only did 

it, they did it with a smile. They won the admiration and thanks 

of the entire country. 

This is a good time also to thank the generous corporations 

that decided, a few years back, to contribute money and personnel 

and time to help our athletes. They proved that the profits 

reaped from a free economy can be used to help our young people 

compete on an even footing with the state-subsidized athletes of 

other countries. Those corporations did us proud. So did 

Bill Simon, who led this great Citizen's Effort. So did the Los 

Angeles Olympic Organizing Committee ... and the U.S. Olympic 

Committee. 
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The 23rd Olympiad of the modern era is over but it will 

never be forgotten. It was attended by more countries than ever 

before -- there was more competition than ever before -- there 

was more brilliant talent than ever before -- and, as you know, a 

lot of records were broken. A few countries -- very few -- did 

not attend. But maybe now we know why the Soviets felt so 

insecure about coming. If! thought I'd lose a lot of gold while 

visiting another country I might think twice too! 

The Games were a triumph -- a triumph of friendly and 

generous competition, a triumph of fellowship, a triumph of the 

spirit. It turned out nothing could mar the Games, nothing could 

detract. It turned out the only losers of the 23rd Olympiad were 

those who didn't -- or couldn't -- come. 

As for those who did -- what greatness they showed us. I 

know you were impressed by the athletes the other countries sent. 

The South Korean boxers and the Chinese gymnasts, the Romanian 

athletes and the Jamaicans and the Japanese. For a lot of 

us, one of the really indelible images of the games was of 

Gabriella Andersen-Schiess of Switzerland, walking dazed and 

dehydrated to the finish line, refusing to give up, pushing on 

even when all her strength was gone, summoning up just that last 

bit of reserve and crossing that line. What a hero she is. 

I have just a final point here. One of the things I noted, 

and liked so much as I watched the Games on T.V., was that often, 

in many of the events, you could sort of figure out who 

represented what country. except with the American athletes. 

With the American athletes you almost always had to see the 
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U.S.A. on their uniforms -- because our team came in all shapes 

and sizes, all colors and nationalities and races and ethnic 

groups. And I was thinking, you can talk on forever and read 

books about the melting pot, but the past two weeks there it was, 

winning medals for us, representing us every day. 

And so I say to you, the great melting pot team of 1984, the 

members of America's team at the 23rd Olympiad: Thanks for the 

memories, thanks for the great moments. Thanks for being what 

you are: genuine heroes. 

You did us proud. 

And you know what? 1984 has a kind of special significance 

for me. I'm finding it to be a very interesting year. But after 

seeing what you did at this Olympics, I can't wait 'til '88. I 

can't wait. 

Thank you all very much, and God bless you. 

And now, you remember that right before the Garnes you gave 

me a gift of all your Olympic team pins. Today I want to return 

the favor. I have a gift for the future U.S. Olympics Hall of 

Fame. It is the American Eagle, and it is given to honor the 

members of America's Team at the '84 Games -- because you soared 

to greatness. 




