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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES Office of the S, •r: 11 ,tar y 

W ashington , D .C 20201 

APR I 6 1982 

This is in response to your letter of February 12 to President Reagan 
concerni~ ~hanges to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 .. 
Section 504 prohibits discrimination on the basis of handicap in 
federally assisted programs and activities. 

The Administratio.n has not submitted a bill to amend Section 504. 
However, the Department of Justice is considering changes to the 
government-wide regulation under Section 504. The government-wide 
regulation sets basic compliance standards and procedures that federal 
departments and agencies are required to enforce. Recently, the 
Justice Department circulated a draft of a revised Section 504 
government-wide regulation for comment . Final action on the regulation 
has not yet been taken. 

I understand and share your concerns about revisions to the regulation 
that might affect your son's ability to attend school with the help of 
transportation provided by the school system. However, the Department 
of Health ari.d Human Services does not have the responsibility to enforce 
Section 504 as it applies to school systems. Because of your concerns 
about possible _regulatory changes, I am transmitting your letter to the 
Honorable William Bradford Reynolds, the Assistant Attorney General for 
Civ~l Rights at the Department of Justice. I am sure Mr. Reynolds will 
give careful consideration to the circumstances described in your letter. 

Sincerely yours, 

l'~ ~lilL~~ ~\t?ty.J.: ou Dotson • 
Direct r 
Office for Civil Rights 

cc: The Honorable William Bradford Reynolds 
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MARCH 29, 1982 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING : 

ID: 068131 

MEDIA: LE'ITER, DATED FEBRUARY 12, 1982 

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN 

SUBJECT: CCNCERNED ABOUT ANY CH&'I\JGE IN SECTION 504 
OF THE REHABILITATION ACT OF 1973 

PROMPT ACTION J S ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS _NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPCNDENCE , WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
( OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 62, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

C'-1 
N 
C) 

c::::> 
C) 

0 
c-...J = 
'-le: = ::'E 

C=> 
c-r-, 





·' . 


