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RELIGION IN POLITICS 

QUESTION 

With the rise of the evangelical vote and the recent suggestion 
by a Catholic bishop that voters should not vote for pro­
abortion candidates, many questions have arisen about the role 
of religion in politics. Can you tell us your .position? 

ANSWER 

o Religion plays an important role in every person's life, 
whether or not he or she is in politics. A personal faith 
is a strong, sturdy anchor in difficult times. 

o Moreover, should recognize that even though we maintain 
a separation between church and state -- a separation 
RR would maintain as President -- does not mean that 
those who are in politics should leave God out of their 
daily lives. 

But we need to add two other observations: 

o Person who holds high office of Presidency should not 
impose his religious persuasion upon other people who · 
happen to hold a different viewpoint. A person's religion 
is holy ground and should be treated with respect. 

o Secondly, should recognize that while religious faith can 
make one stronger personally, does not a·utomatically make 
one more effective or competent in a job. All three of 
top candidates •in this year's race are men of faith -­
voters ought to make decision not on religious grounds, 
but who can do the best job. 

Example: when choosing a doctor for open heart 
surgery, you might prefer to have someone from 
same church or synagogue. But in final analysis, 
you will choose the person best qualified as a 
surgeon. The same test applies to the Presidency. 

Final observation: If elected, will follow the counsel 
of the pastor who said, "pray as if everything depends 
on God -- work as if everything depends on you". 
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The Gullup Poll ~ •• ' ~ 

Evangelical Views on lss~ ,< 
Are-Similar to Other Vote.ri;, .. (.-~~1 
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f.'· ' , , . ·s_,qrv~y, are Jikely·tQ be ,WO~.~, ·-Uv.t8'½ 
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candidate who seeks to "m the sup. down-.cale and • more liJtely live in ' 
port of .evangelicals-who account for • ~ • •· t •v • ' 
one-fifth of the electorate-will find·' rural are:a~, • ' ' , • .. :. ~'. ,. 
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The latest Gallup survey shows, for t;on an<l. shghUy more con~ery~ 1v~. 
example, .that evangelicals and non- • Evangelicals. are !l~fin~d ·.llll '4 hOJt 
evangelicals. have similar attitudes to- lflth three bal)lC cltiµ-11,cterlsti~s. • . 
ward gun· registration, building more 1 • They descrlbc: themselve11• u 
nuclear, power plants, the death pen- with · tqree ttulc cbaracteristies: • 
a)ty for murde1;,. and government so- "~orn-again'' evan~«=llcal C:'hrist111ns, 
c1al prog1·ams, or say theiY have l.1.4 .II "bQrn-a,aln" 

Furthermore, the differences on experience. 
other key issu~s are perhaps not so ·" They · have tried to encourage 
great as might be expected. For ex- other PljOPJe to believe in Jesus Christ. 
ample, 66 percent of nonevangelicals • They believe in a literal interpre-
favor the Equ~l Rights · Amendment, tation of the BJble, or the absolute 
but so .dP 53 percent of, evangelicals. iauthorlty .of the· Bi!>le. 
When it comes to increased defense Nineteen percent of peraons sur-
spend_iog, 68 percen~ of nonevangeli- veyed met all three of these .~riteria. 
cals and 78 percent of evangelicals are which projects to about 30 million ' 
in favor of stepping up spenc;ling for U.S. adults. While President Carter 
the militari . . . and Ronald Re,gan are. in r lose con-

On issue;; related t'l personal mo- tention nationll!ly, Carter •is the OV8f· 
rality and religion, however, majQr wh~hplng choice of evangelic.ab. 
differences are founcl. • Being identified aa ·a "born·-again" 

For example, half the proportion of evangelical Christian is on .balance 
evan~elicals ¥Ii nonevangelic'1,s favo1; more a political a11et than a liability. 
allowing hqmosexuals to t~ach ln the Al.though a 78 percent majopty . of , 
p1,1blic schoolr;. , • nonevangelicals indicate tpat It would 

On bannioJ abortion. 29. percent of make no difference in their preference 
nonevangelicals e~press support for whether a preside_ntial ~a~di4ate was 
such action while 41 percent of evan- .a born-again Christhm, the nation's 

• gclicals do ll<>-r& pronounced differ- evan·gelicals are highly partisan to-
ence, but perhaps less than one might ward an evangelical candidate. 
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RICHARD COHEN ·. :· ~ eii.as: to\na.ke·i ure that';you b'elieve also or, ba;;. 
mg, that, that you at least act as if you -believe. It 

N 

. • ;• • . is not necessary, for }nstance, t? believe in closing 
e ·w Time R -eligion: · s~o~~s qn S_unday._ Wnat counts 1S to have a law in-

s1st1bg on 1t. In that way, you have no choice but 

F 
• . . c· ·i R. h to be observant. - ' 
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.. . _ , the way Orthodor J~wisli groups, \a~e,.;.r.s~·t ... 1s. cl8¥_ ~ · that the- funda-lpeh~ap~ :preacbers'..who 
By P'rant,· Jolinstq~• W83hlh,non Post_, . hold· •ver some--aspects of, life . in; Israet I •. • .', /! . , ·W<>ulct like t-o deny ho:rnose~uals Jobs, housing and_ 

Ronal~Reagan appeared ~n starea(Dalfas~nieetinr. ' It seems it is not--enougb·for someone to 'believe, _. • • . See-.COHE~. cs,:col~~ ' 

COHEN , From Cl 

other rights have . gone fro m religion to civil lib­
erties without so much as pausing. for a second 

thought. • 
The fu nda menlaHsts would be ominous enough 

• on their own. but they are demon strably nut on 
t he ir own. It is; inslead , the reli gious arm o[ the 
Republican Party. wh ich no w comes to us tom· 
plde wit h can didate. platfu rrn and theology. Ron­
al d Reagan lend s his support and his presence to• 
preachers who excorciate homosexuals fo r being. 
of all things and through no fault of thei r own , 
homosexuals. 

Reagan's got his role all' wrong.' The obligation 
·o[ a political leader, especially one who wants to 
be president, is to remind these preachers that 
they have lo be mindful of the civ.il•rights of others. 
They owe others th~ same respect they themselves 
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N e·w Time Religion: 
spokesmen. for the New Religion, and it is still 
not clear whether Jimmy Carter stayed away from 
Dallas because he was troubled by its message- or 
simply because he was not particularly wanted. 
Whatever his reason, he has been a lot better than 

. _ " . . . . . . Reagan at understanding that the re is~ distinction 
~eek. [he) are ent itl ed to then belief~. b~t they between hi s personal beliefs and policy-that his 
are not entnle cl lo lake away someone's right to literal truth may not be everyone 's. 

For getting Cii,il Rig-lits 

a liveli hood or hi s right to li ve where he pleases. What is the literal trut h. t hough. is that in this-
Rut from Reagan and the Republican Party we country we have made room for lots of lite ral 

get no such criticism. We get no reminder that t rulhs-[or . the truths of Catholics · and :\1o rmo ns 
there is in America a place for religion and a and Christian Scientists and Moslems and Protes-
place where religion does not belong-government, tants and Jews and any group you can name. We 
fo r instance. Instead, we get the sm.iling face of _ have . been good about not imposing one. version 
Reagan on the stage at Dallas, his applause being of the truth on everyone else-in respecting the 
upstaged only by hij silly and int~llectually vacu- difference between permitting . religion and· · en-

- ous statements about the reservations he has about- forcing religion. • • • • • • • • _,; • 
the theory of evolution. The spokesmen for the New Religion would like 

It may not be entirely· fair-~<H~ingle 'out. Reagan. to cross that line: Thi~ wo~lp. be wo~se. than._ a.. •• I\li~. 
Other politicians have. come, i;ll~--P-~'!: co~t to the:- ; _take-. It Y!o~d: ~~_.}_ sire _ ·:, \.~,. , . ,.:.' .• '\ _: _;~ -i- .,.,;;. 
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pqrt of evirngelicals-who account for down11cale and more . O,Y t..o .v, ,J\ 
one-fifth of the electorate-will find Nr•1 areas. • 1 
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that their opinions are similar to those In addition, evan1elical11 are sligh,t- \ 
of nonevangelicals on a number of ly more Democratic in their

1 
poijijcal , 

key voter issues. orieptation than the rest· of. tlte na, 
The latest Gallup survey shows, for on an<l slightly more con~~rywve. I 

example, -that evangelicals and non- Evangelicals are liefined ·~ ·-thOIIJ ' 
evangelicals have similar attitudes to- with three basic ch1lract1;?ristics. • 
ward g1.1n registration, building more • Tiley dtscrib, therpselv~• as. 
nuclear, power- plants, the death pen- with · tttree bulc characteristies: 
ally for murdei-1. and _government so- "bC1rn-agatn·• eva'1~fllcal Christians, 
cial programs. or say they l}ave Lld a ''bQm•aiain" 

·ti Furthermore, the differences on exP,erlence. 
other key issu~s are perhaps not so . • They • have tried to encourage 
great as might ·be expected. For ex- other p~ple to believe in Jesus Cltrist. 
ample, 66 perrent of nonevangelicals • They believe in a literal lnterpre­
favor the Equ~l Rights · }\mendment, tation of the Blble, or · the ab59lute 
but so _dp, 53 percent ot, ~vangelicals. llUthority .of the· Bible. • 
When it comes to increased defense Nineteen p11,i:cent of persons sur­
spend_l.l)i, 68 percen~ of nonevangeli- veyed met all three of these ~riteria, 
cals and 78 p~1·cent of evangelicals are which projects to about 30 million 
in favor of stepping up spencjing for U.S. adults. While President Carter . 
the mllitar31. . . and Ronald Reagan are. in close con-

On issues related t'l personal mo- tention n~tionally, Carter · is the over­
rality and religion, however, major wh~lming choice of evanf.elicals.. 
differences are founcl. • • .Being identified as a 'bor11~again" 

For example, half the proportion of evangelical Christian is on · balance 
evangelicals ~ij nonevangelicJ]s favo1; more a political asset than • liability. 
allowing hqmosexuals to t~ach !11 the Although a 78 percent majority . of 
public school11. nonevangelicals indicate tpet It would 

On banning ·abortion. 29 percent of make no difference in their prefer~nce 
nonevangelicals e}(pre&s. support for • whether a presidential candictate was 
such action while 41 percent of evan- .a born-again Christhtn, • ttte nation's 

• gelicals do so-a pronounced differ- evangelicals are highly partisan to­
ence, but perhaps less than one might ward an evangelical candidate. 
e~pec~. , :._ . • . , . - . These , fipdings • 1r.e ~11ed • 9i;i :twp, 
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P~D~.~ f nonevangelicals do so. _ , 1980. field »utemi•e• , • 

"!~• ~ ~ ' ,,. I •• \ ... ' '. I I .. • "'-1 \ - , I\, .... • ,\J I 
•' • • ,, " l F .. .'t/ - - ; 'l I 


