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RONALD REAGAN AND THE ABORTION LAW

§ince becoming a candidete'for_Presieent, Mr. Reagan has
advocated an'amendment to the United States Constitution to
prohibit abortions.: -

On June 15, 1967; es Governor of California, Mr. Reagan
signed into law a leéislative bill known as the'Therapeutic
Abortion Act. Prior to that time, Callfornla law had prohlblted
abortlons except when necessary to save the mother S llfe.'.

The bill signed by Governor Reagan had been strenuously
oppqeed‘during,its course through the Legislature by all .
anti-abortion gfoups in California including the Catholic church.

_ The.bill required California hosﬁitals to report abortions
performed to the Qalifornia Department of Health, headed by
Reagan appointees. Almost immediately, the number of abortions
berformed in California began to increase rapidly. Inhl967,
there were Slé abortions. In 1972, five yea;s'later, before
the'U.é. Supreme Court decision liberalizing abortions, 138,584
abortions were performed in California. During the seven years of
the Reagan edministration.folldwing the.signihg of the bill,

610,000 abortions were performed in California hospitals.

Every year following the sighing‘of the bill, Governor
'Reagan signed legislation triggering the payment of many millions
of taxpayers' money for the performance of these abortions through
the Medi-Cal program. By'l974, forty-two percent of hos@ital—

performed abortions were paid for by Medi-Cal.
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Former Governor Reagan now says he was misled by California

doctors when he signed the bill. This raises some important .
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questions. In what way was he misled? Did seven years pass

before he learned that he had been misled?




Append1x )

e Number of Abortions Perfqrmed
' ' in California, 1967-74/2

Flnanced By Medi-Cal

1967 518 oA .‘“; N/A
1968 5,018 - 7.8% 391
1969 - 15,339 19.5 2,991 ™
1970 65,369 | 5.8 - 23,802 |
1971 116,749 385 . 44,908
1972 138,584 . 32.1 44,485
1973 — 131,870/ 2.1 42,330
1974 135,762/0 42.0 57,020

Ja Source: California Department of Health -
/b Does not include abortions performed in private physicians'
offices.

SUPPLEMENTAL DATA S -

_ Financed by Medi-Cal
Total = Number

1975 142,067 - . 43.2 - 61,373
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L . ' : ) Februarj‘26, 1976 )

Hoaorable Robert S. Stevens
State Senate | -

ate Cepitol, Room 4031 .
Sacramento, CA 95814 : ) R -

Dear Senator Stevens:

This is in response to questions raised by Mike Carrington in your office
with regard to the statistical tables on abortions whlch we sent you
February 6, 1976.

1. In reféience to Table 1, footnote (a), are abortions performed only
in hospitals? If not, when did it. become legal to perform abortions
in private physicians' offices? :

A 1967 California law restricted the performance of abortions to

. accredited hospitals. Imn Janvary 1973, a U.S. Supreme Court Decision
allowed early 'stage abortions (within the first twelve weeks of
pregnancy) to be performed in a physician's office and required them
to be performed by a licensed physician. The court decision provided
that the states may restrict abortions to certain facilities in the
secopd trimester, and in the third trimester may deny abortions
altogether.

No records are available on the number of abortions performed in

private physicians’ offices. It should be noted thar the hospitals
report abortlons on a voluntary basis only.

How much tax mone! is being spent on abortions in Califormia?

" Medi—Cal claims paid for abortlons (including spontanecus abortions)
are as follows: .

Fiscal Year 1972-73 " $19,607,064

Fiscal Year 1973-74 . - 819,651,940
Fiscal Year 1974-75 ; , $25,452,007

These figures do not include Prepaid Health Plans. San Joaquin
Foundation inpatient hospital data is excluded from September 1974 -
June 1975 because of reporting problems. Expenditures for abortions
‘are not available for years previous to Fiscal Year 1972-73.







