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1. WHITt HOUSE HAS ND RECORD OF ACTUAL RECEIPT OF SUBJECT 
MES5 GE FROM POPE , If VATICA N OFFICE AGRtES IT APPRO• • 
PRI AfE ro REPL Y UN ~AS rs OF TEXT AS - PRI NTE D I N OSSERVA TONE 
ROMANO (HEFTELJ, YOU SH OUL D CONVEY TO VATICA N FOLLO WING 
RESPUNSE FROM P ESIOENT: 

2. ~EGIN TEXT: YOUR HOLINESS; NANCY ANU I WERE DEEP LY 
TOUCHED dY YOUR K!NU EXPR SSIO N OF CONCERN . WE VERY MU CH 
APP R~CIATE KNOWING THAT YOU ARE TH! ~KING OF U~ AN0 TMA T 
! HAVE YOUR PRAYERS FOR A SPEEDY R~COVERY. DU ~ING MY 
CONVA LESCENCE , MY AUM!NISTRATION WILL CO NTINUE TO ADVANCE 
THE bOA LS WH ICH WE bOTH SHARE. PLEASE BE ASSURE~ OF THAT, 
THA NK yUU FOR Lt TTI NG-ME KNOW YOUR FEELI N~S. 
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PLtASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING MtSSAGE FKOM PRESIDEN T HEAGAN 
TO HlS HLILINESS POPt ~OHN PAUL II. 

MA Y 13, 198 1 

YOUR HO LI NESS : 

I HAVe JUST R~LEIVEP THE SHOCKIN NEWS Of THE ATTA~~ ON 
YOU , ALL AMERICANS JOIN ME I N HOPES ANO PRAYtRS FOR YOUR 
SPEEUY RtCOVER Y FROM THE INJURIES yuu HAVE SUrFERED IN THt 
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WHSR CO MME NT : 

MESS AGE ANNOTATIO NS : 
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IMMEDI ATE 
DE RUEHC tt l074 3260640 
0 2206302 NOV 81 ZFF6 
FM SECST ATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMB ASSY ROME IMMEDI ATE 8641 

INFO AMEMBASSY MOSCO W IMMEDIATE 852 0 
BT 

~ 
NODIS 
FOR VATICAN 
E. 0 . 12065 : 
T AGS : 

ST ATE 311074 

OFFICE 
RDS - I 
PPDC , 

11 / 20 / 01 
P ARM, US, 

(HOLMES , 
UR , VT 

DTG : 2206302 NOV 81 PSN: 021253 
TOR : 326 / 12232 

H . A . ) 

SUB J ECT : PROPOSED LETTER FROM POPE TO PRESIDENTS 
RE GA N AND BREZH NE V 

RE F : A; ROME 2 6 6 9 8 B; ST ATE 3 0 6 3 5 2 

I. ~ NTIRE TE XT . 

2 . VA TIC AN OFFICE SHOULD PASS TO SILVESTRINI THE 
FOLLOWING MESS AGE TO THE POPE FROM PRESIDENT REAGA N, 
ENCLOSING A COP Y OF THE PRESIDENT ' S SPEECH OF NOVEMBER 18 
(REF Bl: 

BEGIN TE XT: 

YOUR HOLINESS: 

I WAS E XTREMEL Y PLEASED TO LEAR N OF YOUR INTEREST IN 

MESS AGE (CONTI NUED j : 

THE UPCO MING NEGOTIATIONS ON INTERMEDI ATE-R ANGE NUCLE AR 
MISSILES. NO ONE SH ARES YOUR HOPE FOR A PRODUCTIVE 
OUTCOME MORE TH AN MYSELF . 

I STATED OUR APPROACH TO THE UPCOMING NEGOTIATIONS 
AN D TO ARMS CONTROL IN GENERAL IN A SPEECH ON NOVEMBER 
18, AND I ENCLOSE A COPY FOR YOUR I NFORMATION . WHEN THE 
NEGOTI ATIONS BEGI N, WE WILL OFFER TO FOREGO DEPLO YMENT I N 
EUROPE OF AN Y AMERIC AN GROUND-L AUNCHED CRUISE MISSI L ES OR 
PERSHING II MISSILES IF THE SO VIET UN IO N WILL DIS MAN TLE 
ITS 55-2 0 , SS- 4, AN D SS-5 MISSILES . SUCH AN AGREEMENT 
WOULD BE A HISTORIC S T EP FOR MANKI ND AN D WOULD 
S UBST AN TI ALL Y REDUCE THE THRE AT OF NUCLE AR WA R. 

WE ARE COMMITTED TO SEE KING SIG NIFIC AN T , VERIFI ABLE , 
AN D EQUIT ABLE REDUCTIONS IN ARMS -- BOTH NUCLEAR AN D 

.fq7} , 0 fD -t¢ 2., 

-s~ [As 7/1v)~tJ 
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CONVENTIONAL -- THROUGH NEGOTIATIONS. AT THE SAME TIME , 
WE FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT IT IS ESSENTIAL TO MAINTAIN A 
MILITARY BALANCE IN ORDER TO DETER AGGRESSION AND TO MAKE 
POSSIBLE SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS . W~ ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED 
BY THE STEADY SOVIET BUILDUP OF MILITARY POWER AND THEIR 
WI LLINGNESS TO EMPLOY FORCE, AS IN AFGHANISTAN. WE ARE 
DETERMINED TO MAINTAIN A STABLE BALANCE OF POWER ; BUT IT 
IS OUR SINCERE HOPE THAT THIS BALANCE CAN BE ESTABLISHED 
AT THE LOWEST POSSIBLE LEVEL. 

YOUR HOLINESS, WE SHARE A COMMON DEDICATION TO THE 
CAUSE OF PE ACE . THE NEGOTIATIONS WHICH WE WILL BEGIN 
LATER THIS MONTH HAVE ENORMOUS POTENTIAL FOR REDUCING THE 
DANGER OF NUCLEAR WAR. I WOU~D WELCOME YOUR PRAYERS FOR ~ 
THEIR SUCCESS. 

SINCERELY, RON ALD REAGAN. END TEXT 

3 . IN DELIVERING THIS MESSAGE , VATICAN OFFICE SHOULD DRAW 
ON THE FOLLOWING TALKING POINTS : 

-- WE ARE PLEASED AT THE POPE ' S INTEREST IN THE 
NEGOTIATIONS. 

--IT WOULD BE MISLEADING, WE BELIEVE , TO IMPLY IN ANY WAY 
TH AT THE U. S . AND THE SOVIET UNION ARE EQUALLY 
RESPONSIBLE FOR HAV ING CREATED THE CONDITIONS THAT POSE A 

SECSTATE WASHDC 1074 
MESSAGE <CONTI NUEDj: 

DTG: 2206302 NOV 81 PSN: 021253 

DANGER OF NUCLEAR WAR. WE WOULD HOPE THAT HIS HOLINESS 
WOULD GIVE DUE WEIGHT TO THIS CONSIDER ATION AS HE 
DETERMINES THE MOST APPROPRIATE MEANS OFGIVING -
EXPRESSION TO THE CHURCH ' S VIE WS . 

-- WITH REG ARD TO THE STUDY . ON THE DANGERS OF NUCLEAR WAR, 
WE WOULD LI KE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT ITS CONT~NTS BEC AUSE OF 
ITS POSSIBLE IMPACT ON SUPPORT FOR DEFENSE PROGRAMS 
NEEDED IN THE WEST TO SUSTAIN THE MILITARY BALANCE AND 
PROVIDE THE SOVIETS AN INCENTIVE FOR ARMS CONTROL . HAIG 

SECSTATE WASHDC 1074 DTG : 2206302 NOV 81 PSN: 021253 
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WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION : 

SIT: RVA NAN COL JP VP SIT EOB 

E OB : 
WHSR COMMENT: CHECKLIST 

MESSAGE ANNOTATIONS: 

NO MESSAGE ANNOTATIONS 

MESSAGE: 

IMMEDIATE 
OE RUEHRO ~7597/01 3311413 

0 271411Z NOV 81 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 

TO SECSTATE WASHOC IMMEDIATE 0382 

SE C R E T SECTION IJl OF 02 ROME 27597 
NODIS 

FROM VATICAN OFFICE 

E.0 . 12065 : RDS-I ll/27/21JIJ1 (HORNBLOW, MICHAEL) 

TAGS : PARM, US , UR, VT 
SUBJECT: POPE'S LETTER TO PRESIDENT ON DISARMAMENT 
REF: STATE 314070 AND PREVIOUS 

1. ,{..S-rC1ITT' - ENT I RE TEXT) 

2. FOREIGN MINISTER SILVESTRINI CALLED ME IN THIS MORN-
ING (11/27) AND HANDED ME A COPY OF THE POPE'S LETTER TO 

THE PRESIDENT DATED NOVEMBER 25. THE ORIGINAL LETTER HAS 

SECRET 
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BEEN SENT TO APOSTOLIC DELEGATE PIO LAGHI IN WASHINGTON 
FOR DELIVERY TO THE WHITE HOUSE OR THE DEPARTMENT TODAY 
OR TOMORROW. AN IDENTICAL LETTER IN ITALIAN FROM THE 
POPE TO PRESIDENT BREZHNEV WAS GIVEN TO THE SOVIET AMBAS-
SADOR TO ITALY BY CARDINAL CASAROLI LAST NIGHT. THE 
SOVIET AMBASSADOR TOLD CARDINAL CASAROLI THAT HE THOUGHT 
PRESIDENT BREZHNEV WOULD RECEIVE THE DELEGATION CARRYING 
THE STUDY ON THE DANGERS OF NUCLEAR WAR. 

3. ACCORDING TO SILVESrRINI, THE VATICAN AT PRESENT DOES 
NOT INTEND TO RELEASE THE TEXTS OF THE POPE'S LETTERS. 
SILVESTRINI BELIEVES THAT AT THE ANGELUS SERVICE ON SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 29, THE POPE MAY PRAY FOR THE SUCCESS OF THE 
TALKS AND ANNOUNCE THAT HE HAS WRIT}EN TO THE TWO PRESI-

MESSAGE (CONTINUED): 

DENTS. 

4. WITH REGARD TO THE STUDY, SILVESTRINI UNDERTOOK TO 
PROVIDE US WITH A SUMMARY BY DECEMBER 4 AND THE FULL 
TEXT BY DECEMBER 8. WE WI LL DO OUR BEST TO OB TA I N THESE 
TEXTS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. SILVESTRINI POINTED OUT THAT 
THE PARAGRAPH BEGINNING QUOTE IT IS TRAGICALLY EVIDENT 
UNQUOTE IS IN FACT A SUMMARY OF THE VATICAN SPONSORED STUDY . 

5. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF POPE'S LETTER TO PRESIDENT 
REAGAN . 

6. BEGIN TEXT: TO THE HONORABLE RONALD REAGAN , PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA . 

.-SECRET 
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18. DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS TO PRESIDENT REAGAN IN CALI-
FORN IA AND TO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW. WILSON 
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DISTRIBUTION: RVA /001 

OP IMMED / OP IM MED 

DE RUEHC #2906 3511811 

0 0 171803Z DEC 81 ZFF4 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY ROME NIACT IMMEDIATE 9317 

INFO WHITE HOUSE I MMEDIATE 7014 

~ T STATE 332906 

Q NODIS 

0 FOR VAT I CAN OFFICE 

I E. 0. 12065: RDS-3 12 / 17 / 01 (SCANLAN . JOHN D. l 

S TAGS: PEPR . PL 

N 
0 
0 
I s 

SUBJECT : PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO THE POPE ON THE POLISH 
SITUATION 

1. ~ ENT I RE TEXT). 

2. YOU SHOULD DELIVER THE FOLLOW I NG MESSAGE FROM THE 

PRESIDENT TO POPE JOHN PAUL I I THROUGH HIS SECRETARY . 

FATHER DZIWISZ IM,MEDIATELY. ALTHOUGH FATHER DZ I WISZ MAY 

NOT BE YOUR NORMAL CHANNEL FOR MESSAGES TO THE POPE . IT 

MUST , REPEAT MUST BE THE CHANNEL FOR THIS MESSAGE . 

. 
3. BEGIN QUOTE: 
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YOUR HOLINESS: 

I AM FOLLOWING THE FATE OF YOUR COUNTRYMEN IN POLAND WITH 

MOUN TI NG CON CERN. WE MUST , I BELIEVE , EXPLORE EVERY 

P OS S I B I L I T Y WH I C H OF F E RS T H E SL I G HT E ST H OP E F OR BR I NG I NG 

AN END TO THE CURRENT CRISIS BROUGHT ON BY THE DECLARA-

TION OF MARTIAL LAW AND THE ACCOMPANYING MASSIVE ARRESTS OF 
THE LEADERSHIP AND ADVISORS OF SOL I DAR I TY. FOR MORE THA N 

1, 000 YEARS THE CA THOLIC CHURCH HAS BEEN INSEPARABLY 

LINKED TO POLISH NATIONALISM; TODAY IT SPEAKS WITH-GREATER 

AUTHORITY IN POLAND THAN ANY OTHER INSTITUTION. I HAVE 

SEEN REPORTS OF YOUR CALL FOR ' DIALOGUE' IN POLAND AND 

FULLY SUPPORT IT. IN THAT REGARD I STRONGLY URGE YOUR 

HOLINESS TO DRAW ON THE GREAT AUTHOR I TY THAT YOU AND THE 

CHURCH CO MMAND IN POLAND TO URGE GENERAL J ARUZELSKI TO 

AGREE TO A CONFERENCE IN VOLVING HIMSELF , ARCHBISHOP GLEMP , 
AND LECH WALESA . GENERAL JARUZELSKI SHOULD , IF I MAY SO 

SUGGEST . BE URGED TO AGREE TO PERMIT WALESA TO HAVE 8 OR 

1 0 AD V I SOR S OF H I S OWN C H O OS I N G W I T H H I M I N ORD E R T 0 

ASSURE THE POLISH PUBLIC THAT HE WAS ACTING AS A FREE 
AGENT. THE PURPOSE OF THE CONFERENCE WOULD BE TO 

DE TE RM I NE WH E THE R THE PART I E S I NV O L VE D, RE PRE SENT I NG 

BET WEEN THEM ALL OF THE SPIRITUAL , POLITICAL AND SOCIAL 
INTERESTS IN POLAND , COULD FIND CO MMON GROUND FOR 

EL I MI NATING MARTIAL LAW AND RESTORING SOCIAL PEACE , SO 

THAT POLAND COULD RESUME ITS PURSUIT - OF THE POLITICAL 
AND ECONOMIC REFORMS WHICH ARE NECESSARY TO SUPPORT A 
VIABLE SOCIAL COMPACT. 

THE UNITED STATES IS PREPARED TO SUPPORT THE SEARCH FOR 

PEACE IN POLAND IN ANY WAY IT CAN . WITH DEEP RESPECT 
AND HIGH REGARDS. RONALD REAGAN. END QUOTE HAIG 
BT 
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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO THE POPE ON THE POLISH 
SITUATION 

1. ~- ENTIRE TEXT) . 

2 . YOU SHOULD DELIVER THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT TO POPE JOHN PAUL II THROUGH HIS SECRETARY , 
FATHER D2I WI S2 IMMEDI ATELY. ALTHOUGH FATHER D2I WIS2 MAY 
NOT BE YOUR NORMAL CHANNEL FOR MESS AGES T O THE POPE, IT 
MUST , REPEAT MUST BE THE CHANNEL FOR THIS MESSAGE. 

3. BEGIN QUOTE : 

YOUR HOLINESS : 

MESSAGE ~ONTINUEDl 

I AM FOLLOWING THE FATE OF YOUR COUNTR YME N IN POL AN D WIT H 
MOUNTING CONCERN . WE MUST, I BELIE VE, E XPLORE E VERY 
POSSIBILITY WHICH OFFERS THE SLIGHTES T HOPE FOR BRINGING 
AN END TO THE CURRENT CRISIS BROUGHT ON BY THE DECL AR A-
TION OF MARTIAL LA W AND THE ACCOMPANYING MASSIVE ARRESTS OF 
THE LE ADERSHIP AND ADVISORS OF SOLID ARI TY. FOR MORE TH AN 
1 , 000 YE ARS THE CATHOLIC CHURCH HAS BEEN INSEPARABLY 
LINKED TO POLISH NAT ION ALISM; TODA Y IT SPEAKS WITH-GRE AT ER 

AUTHORITY IN POL AND TH AN ANY OTHER INSTITUTIO N. I HAV E 
SEEN REPORTS OF YOUR CALL FOR ' DI ALOGUE ' IN PO LAND AN D 
F ULL Y SUPPORT IT . IN TH AT REG ARD I STRO NG LY URG E YOUR 
HOLINESS TO DR AW ON THE GREAT AUTHORIT Y TH AT YOU AN D THE 
C HUR CH COMM AND IN POL AND TO URGE GENER AL J AR U2ELS KI TO 
AGREE TO A CONFERENCE LNVOLVING HIMSELF , ARCHBISHOP GLEMP , 
AN D LE CH WA LES A. GENER AL J ARU2ELS KI SHO UL D, IF I MAY SO 
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SUGGEST , BE URGED TO AGREE TO PERMIT WALESA TO HAVE 8 OR 
10 ADVISORS OF HIS OWN CHOOSING WITH HIM IN ORDER TO 
ASSURE THE POLISH PUBLIC THAT HE WAS ACTING AS A FREE 
AGENT. THE PURPOSE OF THE CONFERENCE WOULD BE TO 
DETERMINE WHETHER THE PARTIES INVOLVED , REPRESENTING 
BETWEEN THEM ALL OF THE SPIRITUAL, POLITICAL AND SOCIAL 
INTERESTS IN POLAND , COULD FIND COMMON GROUND FOR 
ELIMINATING MARTIAL LAW AND RESTORING SOCIAL PEACE , SO 
THAT POL AND COULD RESUME ITS PURSUIT OF THE POLITIC AL 
AND ECONOMIC REFORMS WHICH ARE NECESSARY TO SUPPORT A 
VI ABLE SOCIAL COMPACT . 

THE UNITED STATES IS PREPARED TO SUPPORT THE SEARCH FOR 
PE ACE IN POLAND IN ANY WA Y IT CAN. WITH DEEP RESPECT 
AND HIGH REG ARDS . RON ALD REAGAN. END QUOTE HAIG 
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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO THE POPE ON THE 
POLISH SITU ATION 

1. ~r--- ENTIRE TE XT. 

2. THE PRESIDENT HAS SENT THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO 
THE POPE: 

3. BEGIN QUOTE: 

YOUR HOLINESS: 

I AM FOLLO WING THE F ATE OF YOUR COUNTRYMEN IN POLAND 
WITH MOUNTING CONCERN . WE MUST, I BELIEVE, EXPLORE 
EVERY POSSIBILITY WHICH OFFERS THE SLIGHTEST HOPE FOR 
BRINGING AN END TO THE CURRENT CRISIS BROUGHT ON BY 
THE DECLARATION OF MARTIAL LA W AND THE ACC OMPANYING 

MESSAG E (CONTINUED ) 

MASSIV E ARRESTS OF THE LEADERSHIP AN D ADVISORS OF 
SOLIDARITY. FOR MORE THAN 1 ,000 YEARS THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH HAS BEEN INSEPAR ABLY LINKED TO POLISH NATIONALISM; 
TODAY IT SPEAKS WITH GREATER AUTHORITY IN POLAND THAN 
ANY OTHER INSTITUTION. I HAVE SEEN REPORTS OF YOUR 
CALL FOR 'DIALOGUE ' IN POLAND AND FULLY SUPPORT IT . IN 

THAT REGARD I STRONGLY URGE YOUR HOLINESS TO DRAW ON 
THE GREAT AU THORITY THAT YOU AND THE CHURCH COMMAND IN 
POL AND TO URGE GENER AL JARU2ELSKI TO AGREE TO A CONFER­
ENCE I NV OL VING HIMSELF , ARCHBISHOP GLEMP , AND LECH 
WAL ES A. GENER AL JARUZELSKI SHOULD , IF I MAY SO SUGGEST , 
BE URGED TO AGRE E TO PERMIT WA LES A TO HAVE 8 OR 10 
ADVISORS OF HIS OWN CHOOSING WI TH HIM IN ORDER TO AS SURE 
THE P4LISH PUBLIC TH AT HE WA S ACTING AS A FREE AGENT. 
THE P URPOSE OF THE CONFERENCE WOULD BE TO DETERMINE 

I 
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WHETH ER THE PARTIES INVOLVED , REPRESENTING BETWEEN THEM 
ALL OF THE SPIRITUAL, POLITICAL AND SOCIAL INTERESTS 
IN POLAND , COULD FIND COMMON GROUND FOR ELIMINATING 
MARTIAL LAW AND RESTORING SOCIAL PEACE, SO THAT POLAND 
COULD RESUME ITS PURSUIT OF THE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 
REFORMS WHICH ARE NECESSARY TO SUPPORT A VIABLE SOCIAL 
COMPACT . 

THE UNITED ST ATES IS PREP ARED TO SUPPORT THE SEARCH 
FOR PEACE IN POLAND IN ANY WAY IT CAN. WITH DEEP RESPECT 
AN D HIGH REG ARDS , RON ALD RE AGAN . END QUOTE . 

4 . IF YOU SUCCEED IN OBTAINING A MEETING WITH THE 
PRIMATE , YOU SHOULD EXPLORE WITH HIM THE IDEA OF THE 
CHURCH PLAYING THE INTERMEDIARY ROLE SUGGESTED BY 
THE PRESIDENT IN HIS LETTER, BUT WITHOUT TELLING 
THE PRIMATE TH AT THE PRESIDENT HAS WRITTEN TO THE 
POPE. HAIG 

SECSTATE WASHDC 3494 DTG: 1802252 DEC 81 PSN: 055527 
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SUBJECT: REPLY TO POPE 'S LETTER ON NUCLE AR WAR , S / S 8200783 

1. ~ENTIRE TEXT ) . 

2. PLEASE DELIVER FOLLOWING MESS AGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
TO THE POPE . THE ORIGINAL IS BEING POUCHED TO YOU . 

BEGIN TEXT: 

YOUR HOLINESS : 

FOR THE PAST SEVERAL WEE KS WE HAV E CONSULTED CLOSELY ON 
THE EVENTS IN POLAND BY MESSAGE, TELEPHONE AND THROUGH 
OUR DIPLOMATIC REPRESENT ATIVES. I WOULD LI KE TO RESPOND 
IN THIS LETTER TO ANOTHER JOINT CONCERN, THE PREVENTION 
OF NUCLE AR WA R. YOUR LETTER OF NOVEMBER 25 AND A DELE­
GATION FROM THE PONTIFIC AL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES DESCRIBED 
ELOQUENTLY YOUR CON VICTIONS ABOUT THE NATURE OF NUCLEAR 
WAR AND THE NECESSITY OF PREVENTING ITS OUTBRE AK . ON 

MESS AG E ~ONTINUED): 

DECEMBER 15 , C ARDIN AL CAS AR OLI AN D I HAD AN EXCELLENT AND 
THOROUGH DISCUSSION OF THE SUBJECT WHICH I AM SURE HE HAS 
REPORTED TO YOU IN DET AIL . 

I FULLY SH ARE YOUR HORROR AT THE DISASTROUS CONSEQUENCES 
OF NUCLEAR CONFLICT , THE "LAST EPIDEMIC OF MANKIND." 
I AM DETERMINED TO PREVENT SUCH A CAT ASTROPHE. YOUR 
WORDS OF ENCOUR AGEMENT WERE WELCOME AS WE BEGIN OUR 
NEGOTI ATIONS WITH THE SOVIET UNI ON IN GENE VA. WE HOPE 
THAT OUR PROPOS AL FOR THE ELIMIN ATION OF ALL INTER­
MEDIATE-RANGE NUCLEAR MISSILES WILL BE THE FIRST 
STEP IN A DIS ARM AMENT PROCESS WHICH WILL GO FAR TOWARD 
REMOVING THE SPECTRE OF FE AR WHICH HAUNTS MANKIND . 

FIN ALL Y, I WOULD LI KE TO SEND YOU BEST WISHES FOR THE 
COMING YE AR. MAY WE BOTH SUCCESSFULLY CARR Y OUT OUR 

CONFIDENTIAL,_ 
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SUBJECT : PRESIDENTIAL LETTER TO THE POPE ON POL AND 

1. --COl<JF IE>EPHr-A L - ENTIRE TE XT. 

2 . PLEASE DELIVER AT THE HIGHEST APPROPRIATE LEVEL THE 
FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE POPE . THERE 
WI LL BE NO SIG NED ORIGINAL. 

3 . BEGIN TE XT: 

YOUR HOLINESS : 

THE TR AGED Y IN POL AN D, WH ICH HAS SADDENED US BOTH SO 
INTENSEL Y, MAY BE APPROACHING AN OTHER DECISI VE MOMENT . 
SINCE MY L AST MESSAGE TO YOU ON DECE MB ER 17 , IT IS CLEAR 
TH AT THE MILIT ARY REPRESSION IN YOUR NATIVE COUNTRY HAS 
FAILED , AND THE P ASSIVE RESISTANCE OF THE POLISH PEOPLE 

MESSAGE ~ONTINUED I 

IS GRO WING. THUS , THE SOVIET UNION MAY WE LL SOON HAV E TO 
RE ASSESS ITS STR A2EGY. 

IN ALL LIKELIHOOD , THE SOVIETS WILL PREFER TO INTENSIFY 
THE REPRESSION, FORTH AT IS THEIR HISTORIC RESPONSE TO 
THOSE WHO CHALLENGE THEIR HEGEMONY . IF THEY DO NOT DO SO 
WITH SOVIET TROOPS , THEY WILL DO SO THROUGH INCRE ASED 
PRESSURE ON THOSE WITHIN POL AND WHO ARE WILLING TO DO 
THEIR BIDDING . IN EITHER CASE , THE POLISH PEOPLE WI LL 
SUFFER MORE, AN DTHEIR HOPES FOR A MORE OPEN SOCIETY MAY 
WELL BE E XTINGUISHED . 

THE UNITED ST ATES WILL NO T LET THE SOVIET UNION DICT ATE 
POL AN D' S FUTURE WITH IMPUNITY. I AM ANN OUNCI NG TOD AY 
ADDITION AL AM ERIC AN MEA S UR ES AI MED AT RAISING THE COST TO 
THE RUSSI ANS OF TH EIR CO NTINUED VIOLENCE AGA INST POLAND. 

CONFIDENT l=AL 
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I HAVE DECIDED ON THESE SZEPS ONLY AFTER THE SOVIET UNION 
AND POLISH REGIME HAVE HAD EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO SHOW 
THEIR READINESS TO MODERATE THEIR CONDUCT. IN FACT, MY 
DIRECT APPEAL TO PRESIDENT BREZHNEV RECEIVED A MOST 
UNPROMISING AND UNCOMPROMISING RESPONSE . 

I AM ENCOURAGING OUR ALLIES TO JOIN WITH US IN TAKING 
CONCRETE STEPS . IF WE C AN ACHIEVE WESTERN UNITY ON 
SUCH A PROGRAM, I BELIEVE IT IS STILL POSSIBLE TO CON­
VINCE THE SOVIETS TO RECONSIDER THEIR BASIC STR ATEG Y. 
THE STEPS THE UNITED STATES IS TAKING WILL LEAVE THE 
SOVIETS IN NO DOUBT THAT THEY CANNOT ESCAPE RESPONSIBILIT Y 
AND SANCTION BY USING OTHERS TO OPPRESS THE PEOPLE OF 
POLAND FOR THEM. LECH WALESA HAS RIGHTLY SAID THAT WHILE 
THE RUSSIANS MAY KILL COUNTLESS POLES , THE POLISH PEOPLE 
CANNOT BE COMPELLED TO WORK . IN THE SAME SPIRIT, THE 
RUSSIANS MUST KNOW THAT THE COSTS TO THEM WILL INCREASE 
IF REPRESSION CONTINUES. THEY MAY YET DRAW BACK AND 
PERMIT A PROCESS OF RECONCI LI ATION WITHIN POL AN D TO BE­
GIN, IF THEY SEE TH AT ONLY THUS WILL THEY FIND RELIEF 
FROM THE MEASUR ES WE AR E TAKING . 

UNFORTUN ATEL Y, IF THESE AM ERICAN MEASURES ARE NOT 
AC COMP ANI ED BY CORRESPONDING ACTIONS BY OTHER WESTERN 
COUNTRIES , THERUSSIANS MAY DECIDE TO PURSUE REPRESSION , 
HOPING TO PROVO KE A RUPTURE WITHIN THE WESTERN WORLD , 
WHILE ESC APING THE CONSEQUENCES OF OUR MEASURES. THIS 

MESSAGE ~ONTINUEDI 

WOULD BE A TRAGEDY FOR ALL WHO STAND FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. I THEREFORE ASK YOUR ASSISTANCE 
IN USING YOUR OWN SUASION THROUGHOUT THE WES T IN AN 
ATTEMPT TO ACHIE VE UNITY ON THESE NEEDED ME ASURES . AT 
THE SAME TIME , I ALSO HOPE THAT YOU WILL USE YOUR 
INFLUENCE WITH THE CHURCH IN POLAND TO HELP PERSU ADE THE 
POLISH AUTHORITIES PROMPTLY TO LIFT MARTIAL LA W, RELEASE 
ALL DET AINEES , AN D RESUME THE DIALOGUE WITH SOLID ARITY. 

IF WE ARE TO KEEP ALIVE THE HOPE FOR FREEDOM IN POLAND , 
IT LIES IN THIS DIRECTION. THOSE WHO URGE ONLY 
P ATIENCE AND UNDERST AN DING FOR THE JARUZELSKI REGIME 
CONDEMN THE POLIST PEOPLE TO A MILITARY DICT ATORSHIP 
WHICH , WHATEVER ITS MOTIVES, HAS SHOWN ONL Y THE FACE OF 
HAR SH OPPRESSION TO ITS OWN PEOPLE. THOSE WHO CALL FOR 
DR ASTIC UNIL ATERAL ACTI ONS BY THE UNITED ST ATES ENDANGER 
WESTERN UNITY AN D UNDERMINEWHAT INCENTIVES THERE MAY BE 
FOR THE RUSSI ANS TODR AW BACK FROM THEIR CRIME. 

I HOPE YOU WILL DO WHAT EVER IS IN YOUR POWER TO STRESS 
THESE TRUTHS TO THE LEADERS OF THE WEST. 

SINCERELY 

RON AL D REAG AN . END TEXT. STOESSEL 
NOTE: RECATEGORIZED PER STATE 342947 . 

SECSTATE WASHDC 258 0 DTG: 3006072 DEC 81 PSN: 014486 
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SUBJECT : LETTER FROM POPE JOHN PAUL 11 TO PRESIDENT REAGAN 

1. ~ - E N T I R E T E X T ) 

2. VATICAN FOREIGN MINISTER SILVESTRINI CALLED ME IN 

JANUARY 6 AND HANDED ME A LETTER FROM THE POPE TO PRESIDENT 
REAGAN . THE LETTER IS DATED JANUARY 4 BUT WAS NOT SIGNED 

BY THE POPE UNTIL JANUARY 5. WE ARE POUCHING ORIGINAL 
LETTER TO THE DEPARTMENT (ATTN : EUR/WE) FOR FORWARDING 
TO THE WHITE HOUSE . 

3. AFTER HANDING ME LETTER SILVESTRINI CAREFULLY POINTED 

OUT THAT PARAGRAPHS FI VE ANO SIX WERE OF SPEC I AL IMPORT-
ANCE PARTICULARLY THE LAST SENTENCE OF PARAGRAPH 5-



N 
0 
0 
I s 

N 
0 
0 
I s 

N 
0 
D 
I s 

~ 
WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

PAGE 02 OF 04 ROME 0'219 OTG : 0'6204 lZ JAN 82 PSN: 0'21444 

4. SILVESTRINI EXPLAINED THAT THIS SENTENCE WAS IMPORTANT 
BECAUSE THERE HAVE BEEN PRESS REPORTS SUGGESTING THAT THE 

HOLY SEE DI SAP PROVED OF THE U. S. ACTIONS i MPOS I NG SANCTIONS 
AGAINST THE SOVIET UNION AND POLAND. SILVESTRINI NOTED 

THAT THESE REPORTS WERE FALSE . THE VATICAN RECOGNIZES 

THAT THE U. S. I S A GREAT PO WE R WI TH GLOBAL RESP ON S I B I L I T I ES . 
THE UNITED STATES MUST OPERATE ON THE POLITICAL PLANE AND 

THE HOLY SEE DOES NOT COMMENT ON THE POLITICAL POSITIONS 
TAKEN BY GOVERNMENTS. IT IS UP TO EACH GOVERNMENT TO 

DEC I DE I TS POL IT I CAL POL IC I ES. THE HOLY SEE FOR I TS PART 
OPERATES ON THE MORAL PLANE".· THE TWO PLANES (POLITICS AND 

MORALITY) CAN BE COMPLEMENTARY WHEN THEY HAVE THE SAME 

OBJECTIVE . IN THIS CASE THEY ARE COMPLEMENTARY BECAUSE 
BOTH THE HOLY SEE AND THE UNITED STATES HAVE THE SAME 
OBJECTIVE--THE RESTORATION OF LIBERTY TO POLAND . 

5. SILVESTRINI ADDED THAT THE OVERRIDING GOAL OF THE 

AND OF THE POL I SH EP I SCOPAH IS CLEARLY 

6. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF POPE'S LETTER : BEGIN TEXT 
TO THE HONORABLE RONALD REAGAN, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA . 

&f.tiRET~ 
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OP IMMED 

STU830'1 
DE RUEHRO #0219/03 0062051 

0 0620412 JAN 82 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 

TO SECSTATE WASH DC IMMEDIATE 1765 

.5-E GR E T SECTION 03 OF 03 ROME 00219 
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WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

PAGE 02 Of 02 ROME 0219 ·o T G : 0 6 2 0' 4 1 Z J AN 8 2 P SN : 0' 2 1 4 4 7 

17 . FOR DEPARTMENT : PLEASE REPEAT TO AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
AND OTHER POSTS AS APPROPRIATE . HORNBLOW 
BT 
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V•n-:rrr: HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

?AGE 01 OF 02 SECSTATE WASHDC 4120 
SIT742 DATE 04/19/82 

DTG: !801032 A0 R &2 PSN: 0~4470 
TOR: 108 , 03492 

------------ - ------------ - ----- ------ --- - ---------------------- -
DISTRIBUTION: REPT /00 1 - -- -- - - -- - ---- - --------- - ---------------------------------------- - ------

WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION: 

SIT : VIPC MCF WHLR JP VP R:C:NT SIT EOB 
EOB: 
ViHSR COMMENT: TO RENTSCHLER FOR ACTION 

MESSAGE ANNOTATIONS: 

NO MESSAGE ANNOTA TIONS 

P,ESS .o.GE: 

IMMEDIATE 
CE RUEHC 0 4 120 1 080 111 
0 1801032 APR 82 2FF4 
FM SECSTATE VIASHDC 

TO USDEL SECRETARY I ~.t,ME DI ATE 8 0 4 2 

e-u NF I DE fq i I AL STATE 104120 TOSEC 060097 

EXDI S 
E. 0. 12065: RDS-3 (NILES, T . J 
TAGS : VT , AR , UK 
SUBJEC T : ~ESSAGE TO PRESIDENT REAGAN FROM THE POPE 

~ ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF AN APRIL 17 MESSAGE FROM 
THE POPE TO PRES IDENT REAGAN, AS DELIVERED B~ CARDINAL 
C~SAROLI TO VATICAN OFFIC E : 

BEGIN TEXT: 

REDACTED 

REDACTFn Kc.DACIED 

REDACIED 
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REDACTFn 
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-., 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

PAGE 01 

SI 1'6! 

SECS! ATE 1/ASHOC 41 20 

DATE Ooi OB.'82 

OI ST R,BUTION : !llf..!. /0 01 

\/HTS ASS IGNED DI STRIBUTION : 

Sil : \/PC MC f 1/HLR JP VP RENT SIT EOB 

[06 : 

\/HSH C~MM[N i : 10 RE NT SCH LER FOR ACTION 

ME ~SAG[ AN~ OT AT IONS: 

NO MES SAGE AN NOT AT I OHS 

ME SS AGE: 

I MM[O I ATE 

OE RUEHC "4110 10li0lll 

0 IB0103l A?R S2 Zff4 

rn SEC STATE IIASHOC 

TO USO[l SEC RETARY . IMMEDIATE 8042 

OTG : 1801 OJ I APR 82 PS N: 044470 

TOR : 108/ 03491 

e--o--• f I OE • I I A -t STA TE rn4l 20 TOSEC 060097 
[XO IS 

LO. l2 06~ : ROS-3 (NI LE S, T. ) 

TAGS: VT, AR, UK 

SUBJ ECT: ME SSAGE TO PRE SIDE NT REAGAN FROM THE POPE 

I . /4RE TEXTI 

2. fOL LO\/I NG I S THE TEXT Of AN APRIL 17 MES SAGE FROM 

iHE POP E TO PRE SIDENT REAGAN, AS DELIVERED BY CARDINAL 

CASAROLI TO VATICAN OFFICE : 

SECSTATE IIASHOC 4120 

~ 

DTG : 1801032 APR 82 PSN : 044470 



C-0-NftOTifTTAT 
WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

PAGE 02 OF 02 SECSTATE WASHDC 1 / 1712 

RESPONSIBILITIES TO MANKIND. 

DTG: 1619312 JAN 82 PSN : 034311 

SINCERELY, 

RONALD REAGAN 

HIS HOLINESS 
JOHN PAUL II 
VATICAN CITY 

HAIG 

SECSTATE WASHDC 1/ 1712 DTG : 1619312 J AN 82 PSN : 034311 
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PAGE 01 
SIT282 

SECSTATE WA SHDC 5194 
DATE 06 / 08 / 82 

DTG: 2901 00 Z APR 82 PSN: 004731 
TOR: l l 9 / 0303Z 

DISTRIBUTION: REPT / 001 

WH TS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION: 

SIT: 
EOB: 
WH SR COMMENT: 

MESSAG E ANNO T ATIONS: 

NO MESSAGE ANNO T ATION S 

~~ES S AGE: 

I M~~E DI A TE 
DE RUEHC ~5194 1190253 
0 2901002 AP R 82 
FM SECST AT E WA SHDC 

TO AM EMB ASSY ROME IMMEDIAT E 33 67 

C 0 N F I D E N T I A L STATE 1 l 5 l 9 4 
FO R VA TIC AN OFFIC E 
E . 0. l 2 06 5: RDS-3 4 / 28 / 02 (THOMAS, 
T AGS: PO I P , VT , us 
SUBJ ECT : MESSAG E FROM THE PRESI DEN T 

l. (C - ENTIRE TE XT). 

CH ARLE S j 

TO POP E J DHN PAUL TI 

2. PLE ASE DELIVER FOLLOWING ME SS AGE FROM TH E PRESIDENT 
TO PO PE JOHN PA UL II. SIGNED ORIGINAL WILL FOLLOW BY 
P OUCH . 

3. BEGI N TEXT: 

YOUR HO L INESS: 

TH ANK YOU FOR YOU R KIND MESSAGE OF CONGRA T ULATIONS ON THE 
SUCCESSFUL COMP LETION OF THE CO LU MB I A SPACE SHUTTLE ' S 
VOYAGE ON MARCH 30. IT WA S A HAP PY MOMENT FOR ALL 
AMERICANS, AND ON E THAT WE WERE PLEASED TO SH ARE WITH 
PEO PLE THRO UGHOUT THE WORLD. 

WH ILE THE VOYAG E OF THE CO LUMB IA SYMBOLIZE S TH E F , NES T 
ASPIR AT I ONS AND ACHIE VEMENTS OF MANKIN D, WE UNFOR TUNATELY 

ME SS A GE (C ONT I NUE Dl : 

ARE AT THE S AME TIME REMINDED OF MAN' S CAPACTTY FOR RE­
PRESSION AND INJUSTICE . YOUR ELOQUENT LETTER TO ME OF 
J ANUARY 4 RECOUN T ED THE VA LI AN T AND DIFFICULT STR UGGLE 

OF THE POLISH PEO PLE FOR FREEDOM, A STRUGG LE WHICH HAS 
NOT YET ACHIEVED SUCCESS. 

MAY THE VOYAG E OF COLUMBIA REINSPIRE US WITH AVIS TON 
OF MAN ' S CAPACITY FOR PEACEFUL PROGRESS . IT IS OUR 
FIRM HOPE THAT SUCH VENTURES INTO S PAC E WILL MAKE AN 
I MPORT AN T CONTRIBUTION TO ALL MANK I ND. 

SINCER EL Y, 
RONAL D RE AGAN 
HAIG 

END T EXT 

DECLASSIFIED 
W~~ a House Guidelines, 

By-~\ 0 NARA. Dftb,...,_~ .,...,--
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WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

PAGE 01 
SIT095 

SECSTATE WA SHDC 3157 
DATE 07 / 16 / 82 

DTG: 2302022 JUN 82 PSN: 030804 
TOR: 174 /0 4042 

DI STR I BUT I ON: REPT / 00 1 

WHTS AS SIGNED DISTRIBUTION: 

SIT: 
EOB : 
WHSR COMMENT: 

MESSAGE ANN OT ATIONS: 

NO MESSAGE ANN OT ATI ONS 

MESSAG E : 

I MMEDIATE 
DE RUEHC #3157 1740345 
0 2302022 JUN 82 
FM SECSTATE WA SHDC 

TO AM EMB AS SY ROME IMMEDIATE 5375 

CON F I DENT I A L ST ATE 173157 
F OR VA TIC AN OFFICE 
E. 0 . 12065: RDS-3 6 / 22 / 02 (BURT , RICHARD) EUR 
T AGS : PDIP , VT , US 
SUBJECT: MESSAG E FROM THE PRESIDENT TO POPE JOHN P AUL II 

1. (C) ENTIRE TEXT. 

2 . PLEASE DELIVER FOLLO WIN G MESS AGE FROM THE PRESIDENT TO 
P OPE JOHN PAUL II . SIGNED ORIGIN AL FOLLOWS BY POUCH. 
BE GIN TE XT: YOUR HOL !NESS: 

ALTHOUGH I FELT AS IF WE KN E W ONE AN OTHER ALRE ADY FROM OUR 
E XTENSI VE CORR ESPONDENCE , IT WA S A GREAT PLE ASURE TO MEET 
WITH YOU DURING MY VISIT TO EUROPE. I WA S HAP PY THAT WE 
HAD THE CH ANCE TO DISCUSS THE MANY ISSUES WHICH WE FACE 
BOTH SPIRITUALLY AN D POLITIC ALLY . 

TH ANK YOU FOR THE IVORY ST ATU E OF THE MA DONNA AND THE 
PHOTOGRAPH. NANCY AN D I WILL DISPLAY THEM WITH RESPECT AN D 
FOND MEMORIES OF OUR TIME SPENT IN THE VATI C AN . 

THE NEWS OF THE END OF THE FIGHTING ON THE F ALK L AND ISL AN DS 
IS WELCOME TO ALL OF US. NOW WE MUST F ASHION THE B ASIS 
FOR A L ASTING PEACE THERE. IN LEBANON WE ARE CONTINUING TO 

MESSAGE ~ONTINUED) 

WORK FOR AN END TO HOSTILITIES, AN D I PRAY TH AT WE WILL 
SUCCEED. I LOO K FORWARD TO CONT I NUING OUR CONSULTATIONS 

IN THE COMMON QUEST FOR PE AC E. WITH WARM REG ARDS , RON ALD 
REAGAN. END TEXT . HAIG 

SECSTATE WASHD C 3157 DTG : 2302022 JUN 82 PSN : 03080 4 
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Wh ~n Housa Guidelines, Aug~\f "4 ! (/#f 
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