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THE 1.VHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 25, 1981 

Your Holiness: 

I join all of my countrymen in extending to you, personally 
and as a representative of millions of Catholics around the 
world, a warm welcome to the United States . .Americans of 
every faith treasure the memory of your historic visit to 
our shores in October, 1979. We are indeed delighted at 
this chance to have you among us again. We only regret that 
your stay must be so brief that you will be unable to visit 
parts of the country that you have yet to see. Pride in my 
home state forces me to recommend that someday you should 
visit California. But all of the people of this country, 
today, with open hearts, bid you welcome. 

As you know, I have asked a trusted friend, Mr. William Wilson, 
to serve as my Personal Envoy to the Holy See. When Mr. Wilson 
calls at the Vatican in the very near future he will seek an 
appropriate opportunity to present to you a formal lett_~! of 
introduction and credence. Mr. Wilson has my complete confi­
dence, and I hope you will not hesitate to use him as the 
channel for any sensitive matters you or your associates may 
wish to communicate to me. 

His Holiness 
John Paul II 
Vatican City 

Sincerely, 
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MEMORANDUM 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
February 19, 1981 

RICHARD V, ALLEN ) ' 

JAMES M. RENTSCHLER 1 
-

Pope in Anchorage: Personal letter from the President 

301(!1}-

As I indicated earlier, I think it would be very appropriate for whoever is 
leading the delegation to Anchorage next week to hand-carry a personal message 
from the President for the Pope. I have done up the text at Tab A and cleared 
it with State and the speechwriters.¾ 

Your transmittal memo to the President is at Tab I. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the memo to the President at Tab I. 

APPROVE AS AMENDED -----



MEMORANDUM 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

THE PRESIDENT 

RICHARD V. ALLEN 

Personal message to the Pope 

301 

When the Presidential delegation travels to Anchorage next week to greet the 
Pope during his stopover en route home from the Far East, I believe it would 
be very appropriate for the delegation leader to hand-deliver a personal 
message from you. A text for this purpose is at Tab A; it has been cleared 
by the State Department and the speechwriters. 

Once you have signed the letter, I can ensure that it is turned over to the 
Anchorage delegation. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter to the Pope at Tab A. 

APPROVE ----- AS AMENDED ____ _ 



8104016 
,t"' I 

Add-on 03-01 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Wa shington, D .C. 20520 

February 10, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. RICHARD V. ALLEN 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Naming William Wilson as Presidential 
Representative to Greet the Pope in 
Guam and Anchorage 

The Department recommended on February 6 (Memo 
at Tab 1) that the President consider designating 
a Personal Representative to welcome Pope John Paul II 
on his arrival in Guam (February 22) and Anchorage 
(February 26). We proposed that if possible the 
President choose for this mission the person he 
intended to name as his Personal Envoy to the Holy 
See. 

Now that the President has proposed, and the 
Vatican has accepted, Mr. William A. Wilson as 
Personal Envoy, we suggest that the President ask 
Mr. Wilson to go to Guam and Anchorage. Our Vatican 
Office has discussed the matter informally with 
Vatican officials who say the Pope would be pleased 
to meet Mr. Wilson at one or both of his U.S. stops. 

Mr. Wilson might further be asked to carry 
with him a short message of welcome from the President 
to the Pope. A proposed draft is attached at Tab 2. 

We re_q.u,;e~s;t an early decision to allow time for 
the necessary arrangements to be made. 

Attachments: 

L. Paul Bremer III 
Executive Secretary 

1. Memorandum of February 6 
2. Draft Presidential Letter to the Pope 
3. Schedule of Pope's Visit to Far East 



Summary Schedule of Pope's Trip to Asia 

February 16 

0730 Depart Rome 

February 17 

0800 Arrive Manila 

February 18 - 21 

In Philippines 

February 22 

1230 Depart Manila 

1840 Arrive Guam 

February 23 

1200 Depart Guam 

1500 Arrive Tokyo 

February 24 - 25 

In Japan 

February 26 

2200 Depart for Anchorage (cross dateline) 

1040 Arrive Anchorage 

1340 Depart Anchorage for Rome 

February 27 

1130 Arrive Rome 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, O.C. 20520 

February 6, 1981 

~~MORANDUM FOR MR. RICHARD V. ALLEN 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

s/s 8102342 

i. i ~~,~ 
tv.;5r:... a.io1 ? 

Subject: The Pope's Visit to Guam and Anchorage 

Pope John Paul II will travel to the Far East 
in February to visit the Philippines and Japan. He 
will stop briefly on U.S. soil: in Guam (February 
22-23) and in Anchorage, Alaska (February 26). The 
Department recommends that the President consider 
designating a Personal Representative to represent him 
at the welcoming ceremonies in Guam, in Anchorage, or 
possibly both. 

Vatican officials have told us that the Pope does 
not expect any U.S. Government officials to be on hand 
in Guam. Nevertheless we believe it would be a fitting 
gesture of hospitality and respect if the President did 
in fact name someone. The Department of Interior, 
which has primary responsibility for Guamanian affairs, 
may wish of course to make its own recommendation. The 
Republican Governor of Guam, Paul M. Calvo, would be 
on hand in any case. 

The papal stop in Alaska--primarily for refueling-­
will last only about three hours. Even so, public in­
terest in the visit is running very high among Alaskans. 
We believe that the absence of some sign of the Presi­
dent's personal interest would surely draw public notice 
in Alaska. 

Either papal stop provides an excellent opportunity 
for the Administration to establish an early, personal 
relationship with the Pope. Participation by the Vice 
President would lend a touch of drama and would great-
ly please both the Pope and his hosts. But a lower 
level of representation would be entirely adequate. 



-2-

We believe the best choice would be the person the 
President intends to name as his Personal Envoy 
to the Vatican, if this person has been designated 
by that time. (Personal Envoys have not been sub-
ject to confirmation in the past.) A senior Admini­
stration official or a close associate of the President 
from private life would be other possibilities. 

~i~~ 
L. Paul Bremer III 
Executive Secretary 



ME~QRANDUM 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

THRU: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

RICHARD V. ALLEN 

CHARLES P. TYSON 

JAMES M. RENTSCHLER 

February 5, 1981 

301 

Presidential involvement 3/the Pope's Brief Layover 
in Anchorage (Feb 26) pf) 

State's memo at Tab B, in conjunction with an earlier recommendation from our 
Deputy Personal Envoy in the Vatican, summarizes the Pope's projected Far East 
visit, notes his intention to spend time in Guam (24 hours) and Anchorage, 
Alaska (3 hours), and favors appropriate Presidential involvement for the ,_/ 
reasons essentially spelled out in my recommended phone call at Tab I-A. k'l'.J) 

I see no need for any White House activity during the Guam portion of his 
itinerary (though as State notes, the Secretary of the Interior may want to 
make a separate recommendaLJ,..-1·......,t-r::...c::--,trying to get a firmer fix on this) but 
I do strongly favor the of a personal Presidential note via a 
phone call to Anchorage. 

In addition, given the domestic political resonance of the Pope's identity 
and his prominent international role, I think we would do well to have a 

"'q [f I 

Wh i te House-connected personality on hand to greet the Pope during his 0 1 J.,A Afi 
refueling stop in Anchorage and to transmit a personal letter from the ~ / _ ~ 
President (I will prepare in coordination with State). Though some might ~ • 
demur on protocolary grounds, I believe it would be appropriate to have ~ ,( J,p / 
the President's designated Personal Envoy to the Vatican perform this 11 
function (William Wilson?) whether or not he has yet been formally named ~, ( .. ~~ 
to the post. The Envoy-designate could be accompanied by someone from h7 ~7 
State's Office of Protocol (note that the latter is likely to be rather Wl IV 
stretched given the presence here of Maggie Thatcher & Co.; normally, since f¢ · 
I am one of the few still in town who knows virtually everyone in the Papal I/, 
party, especially Bishop Paul Marcinkus, His Holiness' all-around bodyguard/ 
advance man/substantive conduit, I would volunteer for a modified Nanook- "-~ 1~ 
Of-The-North mission, but I look to be blitzed by the same Thatcher ~r;; fr~• 
juggernaut). cef -/d ~ 

The memo from__.,,you to the President at Tab I transmits the needful on 
caper. ~ 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memo to the President at Tab I. 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE -----

~ 
Review February 5, 1987 

· ~ 
t ~)s 1)/4, f ) 

/Y""~tr:: 
,fr~ 



-2-

C~L 

NB. If you are not comfortable with the format of this package, please let me 
know. A number of variants are possible (including butt-canning the whole 
thing), and it shouldn't be hard to configure the substance along the 
lines you prefer. 

cc: Phyllis Kaminsky 

CONF IDEN'I IAL' 



MEMORANDUM 

_c.ill:iL¥-fBENT!:m.. 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

THRU: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

THE PRESIDENT 

MICHAEL DEAVER 

RICHARD V. ALLEN 

Pope John Paul II's Presence in Anchorage~ 

301 

The Pontiff's return home from his Far East pilgrimage later this month will 
include a three-hour refueling stop in Anchorage, Alaska (February 26). Both 
our Deputy Vatican Envoy and the State Department believe some Presidential 
acknowledgement/participation would be very appropriate while the Pope is on 
North American soil. ~ 

I concur with that view and favor a phone call to His Holiness (recommended 
talking points are at Tab A.) In addition, I believe it would be a gracious 
gesture on your part to have a White House-connected personality on hand to 
welcome the Pope and to transmit a personal letter from you. This will help 
establish a cordial and productive relationship between you and the Pontiff 
early in your Administration and appeal to the many millions of Americans 
who avidly followed his triumphal tour of the U.S. in October, 1979. Should 
you favor a personal representative greeting the Pope during his brief 
Anchorage layover, you might want to consider your choice of the Personal 
Envoy job in the Vatican for that purpose (State could ensure that he is 
accompanied by appropriate protocol people). ~ 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. That you approve a Presidential phone call to the Pope in Anchorage 
(for February 26). ~ 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE ----- -----

2. That you approve the designation of a personal representative to greet 
the Pope in Anchorage and to deliver a letter from you. ~ -

APPROVE PREFERRED INDIVIDUAL(s) ----- -----

DISAPPROVE -----

--c-,.,..oN..,..,F,,..ctl..--,DSrEwN;;;;T'"'I"AL:;:-----. 
Review February 5, 1987 



TO: 

DATE: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

TOPICS OF DISCUSSION: 

THE WHITE HOUS E 

WA S HIN G T O N 

RECO:MMENDED TELEPHONE CALL 

Pope John Paul II 

February 26, 1981 during the Pope's three-hour refueling 
stop in Anchorage, Alaska 

(call should occur between 3:40 and 6:40 in the after-
noon, Washington time) 

To establish an early, personal relationship with the 
Pope while welcoming him back to North American soil. 

The Pope will be en route home following a major 
pastoral trip to the Philippines and Japan, punctuated 
by a 24-hour stop in Guam. American, and especially 
Alaskan, interest in the Pope's return to the North 
American continent (a little over a year following his 
first triumphal visit to the U.S.) is likely to be 
high. A call from you, in conjunction with other 
courtesies (subject of separate memo), would be 
especially gracious in these circumstances. 

1. Cordial welcome to U.S. soil. 

2. U.S. appreciation for the Vatican's help to us 
during the hostage crisis. 

3. His impressions of the Far East in general and of 
Guam in particular. 

4. Your satisfaction that Archbishop Pio Laghi has 
newly arrived from Buenos Aires as Apostolic 
Delegate to the U.S. 

5. Your full confidence in your Personal Envoy to the 
Holy See and your hope that the Vatican, and the 
Pope himself, will not hesitate to use him as the 
channel for any sensitive matters the Pope may 
wish to communicate to us. 

6. Invite him to revisit the U.S. (the Pope has 
expressed great interest in covering the Western 
part of the U,S., which he did not have time to 
do during his October, 1979 travels here). 



_____-: . 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

LARRY SPEAKES 

MORT ALLIN~ 

_ -.. -

May 22, 1981 

Attached is the Presidential letter to Pope John Paul 
that has been carried to Rome by Congressman Rodino 
for Sunday night delivery. His office has been 
authorized to state that he is carrying a mess-age 
expressing the President's best wishes and admiration 
for the Pope. I told him any further comment about 
the contents should be left to the Vatican. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W.AS~GTON 

Your Holiness: 

I have asked my friend Peter Rodino to convey 
these words directly to you, written at a time 
when the whole Christian community and people 
of all faiths everywhere have - reason to rejoice. 
I join them in expressing my relief and my 
delight in the encouraging news of your recovery. 
I join them, too, in wishing you a happy 61st 
birthday -- with your safe passage you have given 
all of us the best birthday present imaginable! 

Happily, few leaders in the world today have the 
dubious distinction of knowing with some precision 
the kind of event you have just experienced. 
Fewer still can appreciate, as can I, the depth 
of courage and commitment on which you must have 
called, not only to survive that horrible event 
but to do so with such grace, nobility, and for- · 
giveness. 

Your heroism, and the universal outpouring of love 
and concern which it evoked, is proof that a 
single irrational act cannot prevail against the 
basic human decency which continues to inspire 
most people in most places. The qualities you 
exemplify remain a precious asset as we confront 
the growing dangers of the moment -- confront them 
with confidence and faith. 

May I also take the opportunity of this letter 
to thank you for the silver plaque which you 
sent to me through Secretary Haig. The 
inscription is particularly appropriate to these 
troubled times. 

•••• ••••••• •••••• .. ........... .. .. 
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with 
My prayers, 
you as your 
the 

and those of all Americans, are 
recovery progresses and as you 

passionate leadership which has given 
parts of the :world a spirit of optimistic 

resume 
so many 
renewal. 

His Holiness 
J'ohn Paul .II 
Vatican City 

Sincerely, 
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THE WHITE HO U SE 

WASHINGTON 

January 11, 1982 

Your Holiness: 

For the past several weeks we have consulted 
closely on the events in Poland by message, 
telephone and through our diplomatic repre­
sentatives. I would like to respond in 
this letter to another joint concern, the 
prevention of nuclear 'war. Your letter of 
November 25 and a Delegation from the 
Pontifical Academy of Sciences described 
eloquently your convictions about the 
nature of nuclear war and the necessity 
of preventing its outbreak. On December 15, 
Cardinal Casaroli and I had an excellent 
and thorough discussion of the subject which 
I am sure he has reported to you in detail. 

I fully share your horror at the disastrous 
consequences of nuclear conflict, the "last 
epidemic· of mankind." I am determined to 
prevent such a catastrophe. Your words of 
encouragement were welcome as we begin our 
negotiations with the Soviet Union in Geneva. 
We hope that our proposal for the elimination 
of all intermediate-range nuclear missiles 
will be the first step in a disarmament 
process which will go far toward removing 
the spectre of fear which haunts mankind. 

Finally, I would like to send you best wishes 
for the coming year. May we both successfully 
carry out our responsibilities to mankind. 

His Holiness 
John Paul II 
Vatican City 

Sincerely, 

) le/Etfs~ 
tlz,r-
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 67 1 5 add - on 

WASHINGTON 

January 8, 1982 

The President has 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WILLIAM P. CLARK, JR. ~ 

Letter to the Pope on Effects of 
Nuclear War 

Although we have been exchanging frequent messages with 
the Pope on the events in Poland, we have not yet re­
sponded formally to the letter and Delegation which he 
sent last month concerning the Pontifical Academy's 
study on the effects of nuclear war. 

Attached for your signature at Tab A is a short letter 
to the Pope which acknowledges his letter and the study 
and mentions your conversation on December 15th with 
Cardinal Casaroli. The letter tells the Pope that we 
share his opinion of the effects of nuclear war, and 
that we are committed to deterring it and lowering the 
levels of nuclear weapons in the world. 

The letter has been cleared by the State Department and 
by speechwriters. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter to the Pope at Tab A. 

Approve v(4"l. 

Attachment 
I 

Disapprove 

Tab A Letter to the Pope 

cc: The Vice President 
Ed Meese 
Jim Baker 
Mike Deaver 



MEMORANDUM 
~~idd-oU_ 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL =-= 1}' 

5 January 1982 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK, JR. 

FROM: DENNI~ AIR 

SUBJECT: Letter to the Pope on Nuclear War 

Messages have been flying back and forth between the 
White House and the Holy See on Poland. We have not 
yet acknowledged the study on nuclear war which the 
Pope sent over last month. The attached memorandum 
from you to the President forwards a letter which 
closes the loop. 

The letter has been previously cleared by State and 
speechwriters. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum at Tab I. 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachments 

Tab I 
Tab I I 

Clark Memo to President 
Incoming letter from Pope 
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8135254 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

December 11, 1981 

(WITH 
HI~~~~: ss 

CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMENT) 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. JAMES W. NANCE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Draft Reply to the Pope's Letter to the 
President on Nuclear Disarmament 

Attached is a proposed draft reply for the 
President's use in responding to John Paul II's letter 
of November 25 on nuclear disarmament. 

Attachment: 

As stated. 

L. Paul Bremer, III 
Executive Secretary 

,, 

UNCLASSHD 
(WITH CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMENT) 



Draft Reply to the Pope's Letter of November 25 

Your Holiness: 

I have received your letter of November 25 and read it with 

great care. I wholeheartedly share your hopes for peace and 

believe with you that the prevention of war whether nuclear or 

conventional -- must remain our most urgent task. 

I am most grateful for your warm words of encouragement and 

good wishes as we begin our negotiations with the Soviet Union 

on intermediate nuclear weapons. The Geneva talks have great 

potential for reducing the danger of war, and for that reason 

have attracted widespread interest. The US approaches them 

seriously and in good faith. Our objective is an equitable 

agreement which will not only achieve significant reductions, 

but give neither side cause to feel its security is threatened, 

for only such an equitable outcome can lay the basis for 

lasting stability and peace, and thus reduce the likelihood that 

nuclear weapons will be used. To this end, as I stated in my 

speech of November 18, the US is prepared to agree to the elimi­

nation of all intermediate-range nuclear missiles. This would 

be a far-reaching step that would respond to mankind's hopes for 

these talks. 

I reject, as you also do, Your Holiness, the doctrine that 

sees us as helpless creatures of inexorable fate. I am utterly 

convinced that we have it in our power to spare ourselves and 

our posterity the terrible catastrophe that war would bring. I 

accept your injunction -- heavy burden though it is -- that 

fDflBRll. 
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those of us who lead the world's great nations have a special 

moral duty to remove for all time the danger of war of any kind. 

I look forward to reviewing the study that your representa-

tives will bring. I look forward as well to Cardinal Casaroli's 

visit as an opportunity to pursue our dialogue. Most of all, I 

am grateful for your prayers and your counsel. 

His Holiness 
John Paul II, 

Vatican City. 

Most sincerely, 

Ronald Reagan 

-cotflIBTIAt ~ 
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MEMORANDUM 

<;;.GNFIDEN'fIAL 

INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 4, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: JAMES W. NANCE ~ l,. 
SUBJECT: Pope's Letter on Geneva and Nuclear War (U) 

The letter from Pope John Paul II (Tab A), the text of which Bill 
Wilson earlier cabled, provides a kind of Papal keynoter for the 
INF negotiations which have just opened in Geneva. As foreseen, 
he has sent essentially the same text to Brezhnev. (U) 

While alluding to the horrors which nuclear warfare would impose 
on humanity and expressing the hope that the Geneva talks will 
eventually lead to complete elimination of nuclear weaponry, His 
Holiness makes a specific request: that you meet with a delegation 
from the Pontifical Academy of Sciences later this month for the 
purpose of receiving a study which the Academy has completed on 
the dangers of, and catastrophic consequences likely to flow from, 
the resort to nuclear weapons. (C) 

In this connection - though not specifically mentioned in the Pope's 
message - Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal Casaroli is planning 
to visit Washington December 15 and may well refer to the Academy's 
study (Casaroli will also have a number of other prominent issues 
on his mind, notably East-West relations, human rights, and Central 
America which he discussed with General Walters earlier this week). 
I understand that Bill Wilson has communicated directly with Mike 
Deaver on this subject and that Casaroli's visit is already under study 
in the schedulers' office. In the meantime, we feel that any decision 
to meet with the Academy delegation should depend on the actual 
contents of the study in question, particularly since a s~milar 
delegation will be planning to call on Brezhnev. We obviously 
want to avoid any suggestion that the Soviet Union and the U.S. are 
to be equated in the Vatican's anti-nuclear campaign. (C) 

The State Department will shortly provide a suggested draft response 
to the attached letter, as well as specific recommendations concerning 
both the Casaroli visit and the Pontifical Academy initiative. (U) 

Tab A Letter from Pope John Paul II 
cc: The Vice President 

Ed Meese 
Jim Baker 
Mike Deaver 

CDHFIDEN'fIAh­

Review on 12/2/87 • CONFIDEttTIAL 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

W ashington, D .C. 20520 

December 3, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. JAMES W. NANCE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

8134942 

WRBfflAt 

Subject: Request for Appointment with the President: 
Vatican Secretary of State Casaroli 

Agostino Cardinal Casaroli, the Vatican Secretary 
of State, will be in Washington on Tuesday, December 15 
on a private visit. The Department recommends that the 
President agree to meet with Casaroli on that date. If 
the President's schedule permits, it would also be 
appropriate for him to host a small luncheon in Casaroli's 
honor. 

Casaroli was scheduled to meet with the President 
on May 15 during an earlier private visit. He was en 
route to the United States when news was received of 
the attempt on the Pope's life, and he returned immediately 
to Rome. 

Casaroli is John Paul II's principal advisor, with the 
functions and rank of a Prime Minister. During the Pope's 
recuperation he has emerged as a very powerful, influen­
tial, and trusted number two. He is responsible inter a1ia 
for the conduct of Vatican foreign policy, which often 
bears directly on our interests in Poland, Lebanon, 
Central America, and elsewhere. It is important that he 
receive attention at the highest level while he is in 
Washington. 

We understand that Envoy to the Vatican William Wilson 
has also discussed this request with Presidential Assistant 
Michael Deave r . 

~~/4 
Executive Secretary 

Attachment: 
Biographic Sketch of Casaroli 

f49-0/0 'ii sa 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

UNCLASSIFIED WITH 
CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMENT 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR BUD NANCE 

FROM: JIM RENTSCHLER 

December 2, 1981 

SUBJECT: Pope's Letter to the President on Geneva 
and Nuclear War 

Your memo to the President (Tab I) transmits the original text 
of the Pope's "Geneva keynote" letter concerning nuclear weapons 
and notes his specific request that the President meet with a 
Pontifical Academy delegation later this month. At the same 
time, your memo flags Cardinal Casa~oli's upcoming visit and 
alludes to the guidance we anticipate receiving from State on 
all facets of relevant ~~y c~n activity. 

Den~ and Bill S~ n concur. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the memo to the President at Tab I. 

Approve~ As Amended ____ _ 

Tab I Memo to the President 
A - Letter from Pope 

cc: Chuck Tyson 

UNCLASSIFIED WITH 
CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMENT 



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

November 27, 1981 
C"tff Il'5EN1' f1tL 
w/SECRET ATTACHMENT 

FCA-010 ~ 3l ACTION 

RICHARD V. ALLEN ~/ 

CHARLES P. TYSON ~ 

JAMES M. RENTSCHLER J 1 ~ 

Cf S -J /, 'rJ u(J 
MEMORANDUM FOR 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: Presidential Meeting with Casaroli? (C) 

What's up with the President and the Vatican? Deaver's 
memo (Tab A) is the first your Western Europe Cluster has 
heard of a meeting here with Cardinal Casaroli. Is there 
any thing particular you would like us to do? (We have no 
objection concerning a Papal "missile" to both the President 
and Brezhnev on disarmament.) (C) 

On an indirectly related matter, I commend your attention to 
Bill Wilson's report of the debrief Zbig gave him of the 
latter's recent meeting with the Pop e (Tab B). If a Casaroli 
visit here is in prospect, the substance reflected in Bill's 
report is likely to figure prominently in such a meeting, at 
least on Casaroli's side. (C) 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you provide follow-up guidance on the Deaver memo at Tab A. 

Approve Disapprove -----

Attachments: 
Tab A Deaver memo 
Tab B Wilson cable to State 

cc: Dick Pipes 
Paul a Dobriansky 

'-,ONFID~NTIAll'" 
w/SECRET ATTACHMENT 

Review on 11/27/87 

---- -

'1, l ~ 



Dear Mr . President : 

JJJg ~ ~ JYY/( 

~ §. ~ ,!(}(}(}J 

November 28, 1981 

It is my privilege to present to you , at the 
direction of the Papal Secretary of State , Agostino 
Cardinal Casaroli, the enclosed letter of Pope John 
Paul II. 

With the assurances of my highest consideration, 
Mr . President , I remain 

The Honorable 
Ronald Reagan 

~erely yours , 

~~ D["lol 
Most R:Jend Pio Laghi 
Apostolic Delegate 

President of the United States of America 
The White House 
Washington , D.C . 
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