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Your Holiness: 
(A-I 7 )1r)ti) 

The tragedy in Poland, which has saddened us both so 

intensely, may be approaching another decisive moment. Since 

my last message to you on December 17, it is clear that the 

military repression in your native country has failed, and 

the passive resistance of the Polish people is growing. 

Thus, the Soviet Union may well soon have to reassess its 

strategy. 

In all likelihood, the Soviets will prefer to intensify 

the repression, for that is their historic response to those 

who challenge their hegemony. If they do not do so with 

Soviet troops, they will do so through increased pressure on 

those within Poland who are willing to do their bidding. In 

either case, the Polish people will suffer more, and their 

hopes for a more open society may well be extinguished. 

The United States will not let the Soviet Union dictate 

Poland's future with impunity. I am announcing today addi-

tional American measures aimed at raising the cost to the 

Russians of their continued violence against Poland. 

I have decided on these steps only after the Soviet 

Union and Polish regime have had every opportunity to show 

their readiness to moderate their conduct. In fact, my 

direct appeal to President Brezhnev received a most unpromising 

and uncompromising response. 

I am encouraging our allies to join with us in taking 

concrete steps . If we can achieve Western unity on such a program, 

.._ CONF I DEN".I!.IAJ., 
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I believe it is still possible to convince the Soviets to 

reconsider their basic strategy. The steps the United States 

is taking will leave the Soviets in no doubt that they cannot 

escape responsibility and sanction by using others to oppress 

the people of Poland for them. Lech Walesa has rightly said 

that while the Russians may kill countless Poles, the Polish 

people cannot be compelled to work. In the same spirit, the 

Russians must know that the costs to them will increase if 

repression continues. They may yet draw back and permit a 

process of reconciliation within Poland to begin, if they see 

that only thus will they find relief from the measures we are 

taking. 

Unfortunately, if these American measures are not accom­

panied by corresponding actions by other Western countries, the 

Russians may decide to pursue repression, hoping to provoke a 

rupture within the Western world, while escaping the consequences 

of our measures. This would be a tragedy for all who stand for 

social justice throughout the world. I therefore ask your assis-

tance in using your own suasion throughout the West in an attempt 

to achieve unity on these needed measures. At the same time, I 

also hope that you will use your influence with the Church in 

Poland to help persuade the Polish authorities promptly to lift 

martial law, release all detainees, and resume the dialogue with 

Solidarity. 

If we are to keep alive the hope for freedom in Poland, it 

lies in this direction. Those who urge only patience and 

,> 
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understanding for the Jaruzelski Regime condemn the Polish 

people to a military dictatorship which, whatever its motives, 

has shown only the face of harsh oppression to its own people. 

Those who call for drastic unilateral actions by the United States 

endanger Western unity and undermine what incentives there 

may be for the Russians to draw back from their crime. 

I hope you will do whatever is in your power to stress 

these truths to the leaders of the West. 

~TT .m:;-

CONFIBENTJAL-
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Your Holiness: 

The tragedy in Poland, which has saddened us both so , , , 
S ,-.._.( <. -,,._V \ _, ,\ 'r,--,<1(,.,1,, -lo ' / w..J <J..J "b (t<.--.'\,,A \,) i '\ \j 

intensely, may be approaching another decisive moment- ~ t he 

military repression in your native country has failed, and the 

passive resistance of the Polish people is growing. Thus, the 

Soviet Union may well soon have to reassess its strategy. 

In all likelihood, the Soviets will prefer to intensify the 

repression, for that is their historic response to those who 

challenge their hegemony. If they do not do so with Soviet 

troops, they will do so through increased pressure on those 

within Poland who are willing to do their bidding. In either 

case, the Polish people will suffer more, and their hopes for a 

more open society may well be extinguished. 

~~ 
The United States will not let the Soviet Unionf:ecide) 

Poland's future with impunity. I am announcing today 

additional American measures aime~~at raising the cost to 

the Russians of their continued violence against Poland 

I have decided on these steps only after the 

Soviet Union and Polish regime have had every opportunity to 

show their readiness to moderate their conduct. In fact, my 

direct appeal to President Brezhnev received a most unpromising 

and uncompromising response. 

/a\EJ4sei~ 
-r:J3,s 
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I am encouraging our allies to join with us in taking lYuch l 
concrete steps. If we can achieve Western unity on such a 

program, I believe it is still possible to convince the Soviets 

to reconsider their basic strategy. The steps the United 

States is taking will leave the Soviets in no doubt that they 

cannot escape responsibility and sanction by using others to 

oppress the people of Poland for them. Lech Walesa has rightly 

said that while the Russians may kill countless Poles, the 

Polish people cannot be compelled to work. In the same spirit, 

the Russians must know that the costs to them will increase if 

repression continues. They may yet draw back and permit a 

process of reconciliation within Poland to begin, if they see 

that only thus will they find relief from the measures we are 

taking. 

Unfortunately, if these American measures are not 

accompanied by corresponding actions by other Western 

countries, the Russians may decide to pursue repression, hoping 

to provoke a rupture within the Western world, while escaping 

the consequences of our measures. This would be a tragedy for 

all who stand for social justice throughout the world. I 

therefore ask your assistance in using your own suasion 

throughout the West in an attempt to achieve unity on these 

needed measures. 
i'.t the same time, I a lso hope that you will use your influence 

• with the Church in Po l r-md to he.'p persuade the Polish authorities 
martial law , rele,1se all detainees , and r0sume t"be dialogue with 
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• If we are to keep alive the hope for freedom in Poland, it 

lies in this direction. Those who urge only patience and 

understanding for the Jaruzelski Regime condemn the Polish 

people to a military dictatorship which, whatever its motives, 

has shown only the face of harsh oppression to its own people. 

Those who call for drastic unilateral actions by the United 

undermine what incentives there may be for the Russians to draw 

back from their crime. 

I hope you will do whatever is in your power to stress 

these truths to the leaders of the West. 
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Your Holiness: 

Ja/msE6 
-t13f 

t }Lt)oD 

The tragedy in Poland, which has saddened us both so 

intensely, may be approaching another decisive moment. The 

military repression in your native country has failed, and the 

passive resistance of the Polish people is growing. Thus, the 

Soviet Union may well soon have to reassess its strategy. 

In all likelihood, the Soviets will prefer to i~tensi~y the 

repression, for that is their historic response to those who 

challenge their hegemony. If they do not do so with Soviet 

troops, they will do so through increased pressure on those 

within Poland who are willing to do their bidding. In either 

case, the Polish people will suffer more, and their hopes for a 

more open society may well be extinguisfied. 

The United States will not let the Soviet Union decide 

Poland's future with impunity. I am announcing today 

additional American measures aimed at raising the cost to 

the Russians of their continued violence against Poland· 

I have decided on these steps only after the 

Soviet Union and Polish regime have had every opportunity to 

show their readiness to moderat e their conduct . In fact, my 

direct appeal to President Brezhnev received a most unpromising 

and uncompromising response. 
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I am encouraging our allies to join with us in taking such 

concrete steps. If we can achieve Western unity on such a 

program, I believe it is still possible to convince the Soviets 

to reconsider their basic strategy. The steps the United 

States is taking will leave the Soviets in no doubt that they 

cannot escape responsibility and sanction by using others to 

oppress the people of Poland for them. Lech Walesa has ~ight ly 

said that while the Russians may kill countless Poles, the 

Polish people cannot be compelled to work. In the same spirit, 

the Russians must know that the costs to them will increase if 

repression continues. They may yet draw back and permit a 

process of reconciliation within Poland to begin, if they see 

that only thus will they find relief from the measures we are 

taking. 

Unfortunately , if these American measures are not 

accompanied by corresponding actions by other Western 

countries, the Russians may decide -to pursue repression, hoping 

to provoke a rupture within the Western world, while escaping 

the consequences of our measures. This would be a tragedy for 

all who stand for social justice throughout the world. I 

therefore ask your assistance in using your own suasion 

throughout the West in an attempt to achieve unity on these 

nee ded measures. 
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If we are to keep alive the hope for freedom in Poland, 'it 

lies in this direction. Those who urge only patience and 

understanding for the Jaruzelski Regime condemn the Polish 

people to a military dictatorship which, whatever its motives, 

has shown only the face of harsh oppression to its own people. 

Those who call for drastic unilateral actions by the United 

States or other Western countries endanger Western unity and 
~ 

undermine what incentives there may be for the Russians to draw 

back from their crime. 

I hope you will do whatever is in your power to stress 

these truths to the leaders of the West. 
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will incorpcir :,,_ t e any signifi cant _ items y ou may 
haYe. But I n l':'ed t hes e withi n t he hour. 

Ti, Jim ::?fschier 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 29, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: JAMES W. NANCE--g~~ 

SUBJECT: Secretary Haig Recommends Letter to the 
Pope on Poland 

Al recommends that you send another letter to the Pope 
requesting his assistance in exerting influence on the 
Western leaders. The proposed letter is at Tab A. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you approve the proposed letter to the Pope. 

Approve 

cc: The Vice President 
Ed Meese 
Jim Baker 
Mike Deaver 

CONF--rB-:&N4'-±-A.-L./..NO DIS 

Disapprove 



THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

CrmF10ENTfAI: 
8137463 

De cember 28 , 1981 8 I r • -· 28 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: Alexander M. Haig, 

SUBJECT: Letter to the Pope on Poland 

In parallel with announcing your decisions with 
regard to sanctions on the Soviets, I recommend that 
you appeal to the Pope to exert influence throughout 
the West to support our efforts. A proposed let ter 
is attached. 
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Your Holiness: 

The tragedy in Poland, which has saddened us both so 

intensely, may be approaching another decisive moment. The 

military repression in your native country has failed, and the 

passive resistance of the Polish people is growing. Thus, the 

Soviet Union may well soon have to reassess its strategy. 

In all likelihood, the Soviets will prefer to intensify the 

repression, for that is their historic response to those who 

challenge their hegemony. If they do not do so with Soviet 

troops, they will do so through increased pressure on those 

within Poland who are willing to do their bidding. In either 

case, the Polish people will suffer more, and their hopes for a 

more open society may well be extinguished. 

The United States will not let the Soviet Union decide 

Poland's future with impunity. I am announcing today 

additional American measures aimed at raising the cost to 

the Russians of their continued violence against Poland • 

I have decided on these steps only after the 

Soviet Union and Polish regime have had every opportunity to 

show their readiness to moderate their conduct. In fact, my 

direct appeal to President Brezhnev received a most unpromising 

and uncompromising response. 

I etlf">1 :s a 
7t<f/ 
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I am encouraging our allies to join with us in taking such 

concrete steps. If we can achieve Western unity on such a 

program, I believe it is still possible to convince the Soviets 

to reconsider their basic strategy. The steps the United 

States is taking will leave the Soviets in no doubt that they 

cannot escape responsibility and sanction by using others to 

oppress the people of Poland for them. Lech Walesa has rightly 

said that while the Russians may kill countless Poles, the 

Polish people cannot be compelled to work. In the same spirit, 

the Russians must know that the costs to them will increase if 

repression continues. They may yet draw back and permit a 

process of reconciliation within Poland to begin, if they see 

that only thus will they find relief from the measures we are 

taking. 

Unfortunately, if these American measures are not 

accompanied by corresponding actions by other Western 

countries, the Russians may decide to pursue repression, hoping 

to provoke a rupture within the Western world, while escaping 

the consequences of our measures. This would be a tragedy for 

all who stand for social justice throughout the world. I 

therefore ask your assistance in using your own suasion 

throughout the West in an attempt to achieve unity on these 

needed measures. 
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If we are to keep alive the hope for freedom in Poland, it 

lies in this direction. Those who urge only patience and 

understanding for the Jaruzelski Regime condemn the Polish 

people to a military dictatorship which, whatever its motives, 

has shown only the face of harsh oppression to its own people. 

Those who call for drastic unilateral actions by the United 

States or other Western countries endanger Western unity and 

undermine what incentives there may be for the Russians to draw 

back from their crime. 

I hope you will do whatever is in your power to stress 

these truths to the leaders of the West. 



... 

Your Holiness: 

The tragedy in Poland, which has saddened us both so 

intensely, may be approaching another decisive moment. The 

military repression in your native country has failed, and the 

passive resistance of the Polish people is growing. Thus, the 

Soviet Union may well soon have to reassess its strategy. 

In all likelihood, the Soviets will prefer to intensify the 

repression, for that is their historic response to those who 

challenge their hegemony. If they do not do so with Soviet 

troops, they will do so through increased pressure on those 

within Poland who are willing to do their bidding. In either 

case, the Polish people will suffer more, and their hopes for a 

more open society may well be extinguished. 

Th U 't d S t ·11 1 t h S • t U • a·~ e n1 e ta es w1 not e t e ov1e n1onecrue 

Poland's future with impunity. I am announcing today 

? additional American measures aimed~ at raising the cost to 

the Russians of their continued violence against Poland• 

I have decided on these steps only after the 

Soviet Union and Polish regime have had every opportunity to 

show their readiness to moderate their conduct. In fact, my 

direct appeal to President Brezhnev received a most unpromising 

and uncompromising response. 

- ( ~tJtAs.eb 
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I am encouraging our allies to join with us in taking ~ ; 

concrete steps. If we can achieve Western unity on such a 

program, I believe it is still possible to convince the Soviets 

to reconsider their basic strategy. The steps the United 

States is taking will leave the Soviets in no doubt that they 

cannot escape responsibility and sanction by using others to 

oppress the people of Poland for them. Lech Walesa has rightly 

said that while the Russians may kill countless Poles, the 

Polish people cannot be compelled to work. In the same spirit, 

the Russians must know that the costs to them will increase if 

repression continues. They may yet draw back and permit a 

process of reconciliation within Poland to begin, if they see 

that only thus will they find relief from the measures we are 

taking. 

Unfortunately, if these American measures are not 

accompanied by corresponding actions by other Western 

countries, the Russians may decide to pursue repression, hoping 

to provoke a rupture within the Western world, while escaping 

the consequences of our measures. This would be a tragedy for 

all who stand for social justice throughout the world. I 

therefore ask your assistance in using your own suasion . 
throughout the West in an attempt to achieve unity on these 

needed measures. 
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If we are to keep alive the hope for freedom in Poland, it 

lies in this direction. Those who urge only patience and 

understanding for the Jaruzelski Regime condemn the Polish 

people to a military dictatorship which, whatever its motives, 

has shown only the face of harsh oppression to its own people. 

Those who call for drastic unilateral actions by the United 
'I 

States or other1~ estern countries endanger Western unity and 

undermine what incentives there may be for the Russians to draw 

back from their crime. 

I hope you will do whatever is in your power to stress 

these truths to the leaders of the West. 



WHSR 

ROUTE SLIP 

STAFF 

Allen 

Nance ( I 

NSC SIS IC~ 
CI Copy 

-= -Time Stamp 

... J 

- u • J I 

0 : Origin9, I 

-



-·· --:-·-:- -- • ~ 
- - - · - ~ .... 

r't 
Ln 

-~-. -. -_---; -~2 

- • ·.-=:::__.~_ :_ 1\ ~ ~ .. ~ 
--- - =·;.: 

.. - · -• ·.'. ,·.; 
-~"' .... ~--.. . - ~:- f ~ 

-- .. ----~ :-., 

,, 
l l .. ., 

WAS HFAX R l!C l!IPT 
DEPARTMENT Qpr S TATE 

S/S # 

i; 

• ~ 'I. · _ - • ' .. .. • 

. - . • . I] 
. ' 

P. 8: SI 

L'.- • r i f"U 
• i I ..... i . \lJ Uj•J 

/ 

MESSAGE NO. __ o_O_l_0_9_s_· _CLASSIFICATION ~ odis No. Paga _ s __ 
7224 FROM: Jerry Brene r 

(Officer namt1I 

S/S 22540 

(Office symbo/J (ExttmionJ (Room num~rJ 

MESSAGE DESCRIPTION Pre :, i denti a 1 Le tter to the Pope on Poland 

TO: (Agency) 

NSC 

DELIVER TO: Extemion 

456 - 2255 

FOR: CLEARANCE □ INFORMATION □ PER REQUEST □ 

Room No. 

-------

COMME~T □ 

REMARKS: ______________________________ _ 

DECLASSIFIED SIS Officer: 

C •. :utii':"'nt of State Guidelines, Ju y 

By. ' NARA, Date -....i~ ....... -

BEIUBN TI ME -STAMPED COVERSHEET TO s,s_. 



• . 

.. 

TH £ SECRETARY OF' STt.:: c~ 
WASHING":"0 1 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 
~ 

FROM: Alexander M. Haig, Jr. ;,f -
SUBJECT: Letter to the Pope on Poland 

In paralle l with announcing your decisions with 
regard to sancti o ns on the Soviets, I recommend t ha t 
you appe a l to th t · Pope to exert. influence throuq hout 
the West to support our efforts. A proposed letter 
is attached. 

;qq -0f0 Ti '-13 

-1 / 1 ~ I o{J --@g#FtfrENf lAl 
RDS-3 12/28/91 

• 



.. 

The traged y i r: l'ol a nrl, which t:as saddenec us both so 

int.ensely, may hP approa c hing another decisive moment. The 

11i 1i ta ry reprcs~ 1 nr1 in yo1..:r n,1 ti Vl· country has failed, and the 

passive resist.inc-<' n f the l'ol:ish people is growing. Thus, the 

SoviPt Union 111il)' ..., ,. 1 I Ronn have to reassess its strategy. 

In all li ke l ihnod, the Soviets will prefer to intensify the 

reprPssion, f n r tl !,t! ifi thf'ir historic response to those who 

• challenge their h ,. g 0 mony. tl~y do not do so with Soviet 

troops, they wi Jl d (l so through increased pressure on those 

within Pol~nd who are willing to do their bidding. In either 

case, the Pol1 s11 p e ople wi l 1 s·uffer 110:.:-e, and their l,opes for ;­

~ore open society may well be extinguished. 

The Uniterl S t c1t e s wil) nol let the Soviet Union decide 

Poland's future wi th impunity. lam announcing today 

• additional Amcricbn measureG aimed both at raising the cost to 

the Russians o f t h~ir continued violence against Poland• 

I h o ve decide d on these steps only after the 

Soviet Union and I'o l i s h regime have had every opportunity to 

show their readincs~ to moderate their conduct. In fact, my 

direct appeal to President Brezhnev received a mo s t unpromi si ng 

and uncompromising r e sponse. 

'.: ·., (t6\~r(i) 
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I am encoun191nq our allies to join with us in taking suer, 

concrPte stcpr.. If w~ can achieve Western unity on such a 

progra~, I believe it is still possibJe to convince the Soviets 

to reconsider their basic strategy. The steps the United 

States is tating will leave the Soviets in ~o doubt that they 

cannot escape rccponsihility and sanction by u£ing others to 

oppress the p e oplP of Polan<l for them. Lech Walesa has rightly 

• said tha_t. while Uw Russians muy kill countless Poles, the 

Polish people cannot be cnmpelled to work. In the same spirit, 

the Russians must t.11ow tl1ot U1e coEt6 to them will increase if 

repression continues. They may yet draw back and permit a 

process of reconciliation within Poland to begin, if they see 

that only thus will they find relief from the measures we are 

taking. 

UnfortunLJtely, if these American measures are not 

accompanied by corresponding actions by other Western 

countries, t~c Russians m~y deci~c to pursue repression, hoping 

to provoke a rupture withir. the Western world, while escaping 

the conE:equer •ce,=; o f our mei'\sure-E.. 'l'hie would be a tragedy for 

all who stand for ~ocial justice throughout the world, I 

therefore ask your osbistance io using yo~r own suasion 

throughout the West in an attempt to achieve unity on these 

needed 11easures. 
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If we a re t n h•, ·p a 1 iv•• tt•~ hope for f reedorn in Poland, it 

'll1n~P 1o:l10 urge only patiPnr.e anc:; 

understunding for tl1•• Jari.2.rl f: ki Regime condesm the Polish 

peoplC' to a triil itc.i ry dictator~hip which, whatever its 11otivei; , 

has shown only tht· face of h arsh oppression to its own people. 

Those who cal 1 for drestif' un i Literal actions by the United 

States or ot~er We stern countries endanger Western unity and 

undermine whc.: t ir.ce ntives there may be for the Russians to dr;,.w 

back from th~ir crime. 

these truths to the leaders ot the West. 



TO: 

FROM: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM 

S,S 

The Secretary 
• 

on Poland 

We s~ould try to engage the Pope in our effort to get 
other_J-Jestern nations to act in parallel with us vis-a-vi s 
the Sovie l s and the Polish regime. Attached is a proposed 
Presidenti al letter, with a cover memo from you. I would 
hope it could be forwarded without delay, in hopes of 
getting the letter out tomorrow. 

Recommendation: 

That you initial the attached memorandum to the 
President with a proposed letter to the Pope . 

.,GeNPf-B-EN-'H-AL 

RDS-3 12/28/91 
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MEMORANDUM 7378 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

....,CONF-f-flEN'TTI\f., 

ACTION \ 
MEMORANDUM FOR BUD ~~CE 

\ 

December 29, 

\ 
JIM RENT~CHLER FROM: 

1981 

~€\ 
SUBJECT: Presiden~~ l Message to the Pope.)...lJ,r-'" 

\ 
Al Haig's memo (Tab B) reco~nds another Presidential message 
to the Pope as an accompanim nt to the announcement of the 
Soviet sanctions decision. 

\ 
We seem to be overloading the V'.;ltican circuits of late, but on 
balance I think this particular 'message is a good idea. The 
text at Tab A has been cleared, a~ per John Poindexter's in­
structions, with Dick Pipes, Norm 13ailey, and Allen Lenz. In 
addition, I checked back with Stat~ and obtained their clearance 
for the changes (relatively minor) ~e want. The speechwriters 
have also approved it. (JJ} / \ 

\ 
I am not sure if you can move this mes~age on your own hook, 
but I have attached an appropriate tran~mittal memo at Tab I 
if you need direct Presidential authority\ , )U /-• 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Tab I (or clear 

That you sign the memo to \ the President 
release on your own authori\ y). 

\ 

Approve As amended -----

Attachments 

Tab I Memo to President 
A Message to Pope 

-eoNF"Ir5ENTIAL"'" 
Review 12/29/87 

\ 
\ 

\ 
\ 

\ 
\ 

\ 

at 
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MEMORANDUM 80NFID001AL ,. 7378 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: JAMES W. NANCE 

SUBJECT: Message to the Pope on Soviet Sanctions ✓ 

Secretary Haig recommends that you send a message to the 
Pope to coincide with the announcement of your Soviet 
sanctions decision. p 
I agree that this could be a useful step, and even at the 
risk of overloading our current circuits with the Vatican, 
it will continue the special consultation with the Holy See 
which is warranted by the Church's unique role in the 
present crisis.~ 

The text at Tab A has been cleared by the speechwriters, 
State, and the NSC Staff. j)tJ'J 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you approve release of the message to the Pope at Tab A. 

Approve Disapprove -----

Attachment 

Tab A Msg to Pope 

CONFID'E:Nl'IAL 
Review 12/29/87 

ffitflBENT1Al 

-----
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Your Holiness: 

. , 
7/ !d'/dJ 

The tragedy in Poland, which has saddened us both so 

intensely, may be approaching another decisive moment. Since 

my last message to y ou on December 17, it is clear that the 

military repression in your native country has failed, and 

the passive resistance of the Polish people is growing. 

Thus, the Soviet Union may well soon have to reassess its 

strategy. 

In all likelihood, the Soviets will prefer to intensify 

the repression, for that is their historic response to those 

who challenge their hegemony. If they do not do so with 

Soviet troops, they will do so through increased pressure on 

those within Poland who are willing to do their bidding. In 

either case, the Polish people will suffer more, and their 

hopes for a more open society may well be extinguished. 

The United States will not let the Soviet Union dictate 

Poland's future with impunity. I am announcing today addi-

tional American measures aimed at raising the cost to the 

Russians of their continued violence against Poland. 

I have decided on these steps only after the Soviet 

Union and Polish regime have had every opportunity to show 

their readiness to moderate their conduct. In fact, my 

direct appeal to President Brezhnev received a most unpromising 

and uncompromising response. 

I am encouraging our allies to join with us in taking 

concrete steps. If we can achieve Western unity on such a program, 
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I believe it is still possible to convince the Soviets to 

reconsider their basic strategy. The steps the United States 

is taking will leave the Soviets in no doubt that they cannot 

escape responsibility and sanction by using others to oppress 

the people of Poland for them. Lech Walesa has rightly said 

that while the Russians may kill countless Poles, the Polish 

people cannot be compelled to work. In the same spirit, the 

Russians must know that the costs to them will increase if 

repression continues. They may yet draw back and permit a 

process of reconciliation within Poland to begin, if they see 

that only thus will they find relief from the measures we are 

taking. 

Unfortunately, if these American measures are not accom­

panied by corresponding actions by other Western countries, the 

Russians may decide to pursue repression, hoping to provoke a 

rupture within the Western world, while escaping the consequences 

of our measures. This would be a tragedy for all who stand for 

social justice throughout the world. I therefore ask your assis-

tance in using your own suasion throughout the West in an attempt 

to achieve unity on these needed measures. At the same time, I 

also hope that you will use your influence with the Church in 

Poland to help persuade the Polish authorities promptly to lift 

martial law, release all detainees, and resume the dialogue with 

Solidarity. 

If we are to keep alive the hope for freedom in Poland, it 

lies in this direction. Those who urge only patience and 

CONF.ID.LENT.I.AL 
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understanding for the Jaruzelski Regime condemn the Polish 

people to a military dictatorship which, whatever its motives, 

has shown only the face of harsh oppression to its own people. 

Those who call for drastic unilateral actions by the United States 

endanger Western unity and undermine what incentives there 

may be for the Russians to draw back from their crime. 

I hope you will do whatever is in your power to stress 

these truths to the leaders of the West. 
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MEMORAND UM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 0051 
WASHIN G TON 

January 11, 1982 
aBNFTl)""ENTlAL 

INFORMATION -Q-~ 
The President has 1.L seen l / 1/;yv -MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: WILLIAM P. CLARK 

SUBJECT: Reply from the Pope on Poland 

You sent the Pope two letters concerning Poland in 
the past two weeks: On December 17 you asked him 
to urge General Jaruzelski to hold a meeting with 
Archbishop Glemp and Lech Walesa. On December 2 9 
you wrote to e xplain the measures you took against 
the Soviet Union, and requested the Pope to urge 
other Western countries to join us. 

The Pope's reply to your two letters is attached. 
The Pope's anguish over the situation in Poland is 
eloquently stated. He makes it clear that he 
supports your measures against the Polish govern­
ment and the Soviet Union and considers them 
complementary to the moral pressure which he is 
bring ing to bear. 

The Pope's reply is especially important in v iew 
of public comment that the Vatican does not approve 
of our "tough" approach to Poland. The German 
government in particular has been describing its 
policy as aligned with the Vatican's rather than ­
Washington's. The Pope's letter makes it clear 
that he supports our policies and shares our 
goals. 

I hav e underlined the most important passages in 
the letter for your reference. We do not need to 
send an individual reply to this message, but can 
acknowledge it on our next message to the Pope on 
Poland. 

. J I 
Attachment A1-o,o 
Tab A Pope's Reply 

CONFffiENTTitL 
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• MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

COHFIDEMT-IAL 

January 7, 1982 
ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

FROM: DENN~R 

SUBJECT: Pope's Letter to the President 

The Pope replied last evening to the President's two 
letters of December 17 and DecembeD 29. Attached for 
your signature at Tab I is a memorandum to the President 
forwarding the Pope's letter. 

As your memorandum to the President says, the letter 
from the Pope is a very helpful one -- it fully supports 
our sanctions against Poland and the USSR. It explains 
that while the Vatican can act only on the "moral plane," 
the United States acts on the "political plane." When 
he delivered the letter to us, Cardinal Silvestrine, the 
Vatican Foreign Minister, was even more explicit, saying 
that the reports that the Holy See disapproved of the U.S. 
sanctions against the Soviet Union and Poland "were false." 

No individual reply to this letter is necessary. We will 
be sending other messages to the ~ ope concerning Poland 
and will acknowledge this letter when we do. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I. 

Approve ~ Disapprove 

Attachments: 

Tab I 
Tab A 

Clark Memorandum to the President 
Letter from the Pope to the President 
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