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555 Redo 
MEMORANDUM 

-eECm!T NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION February 23, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

FROM: DENNIS~ R ~ ~;:;;: ~ ~-

SUBJECT: Reply from the Presiq~ ~ope'~_!!et~~~ o7 January 4 ~ Pl#- ~ ~ 

Attached for your signature at Tab I is a memorandum to the 
President forwarding his reply to the Pope's letter of 
January 4. This was the letter (Tab B) which has caused the 
recent media controversy, when the President characterized 
it at a press conference. Originally we had seen no need to 
answer it, but in view of the public co~nt on the letter, 
it seems advisable to send a reply. f.R;'f 

Your memorandum to the President brings him up to date on 
our relations with the Vatican on Poland. You may wish to 
mention personally to the President that in the case of 
letters from friendly heads of state, it is safest to check 
with the sender before talking about the contents publicly. 
(ftf 

/ 

The proposed reply to the Pope was drafted by State, and has 
been checked by speechwriters (Tab A). 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign and forward the memorandum at Tab I to the 
President. 

Attachments: 

Tab I 

Tab A 
Tab B 

s~~-· 

Approve Disapprove ------

Memorandum to the President 

Letter to the Pope 

------

Incoming letter to the President from the 
Pope, January 4 

Review February 23, 1982 



SEGRE I 555 
MEMORAND U M 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: WILLIAM P. CLARK 

SUBJECT: Reply to the Pope's Letter of January 4 

Attached for your signature at Tab A is a reply to the letter on 
Poland the Pope sent you on January 4 (Tab B). This is the letter 
which has generated press controversy after you mentioned it in 
your January 20 press conferel)Ze, and the Vatican then backed 
away from your statement. (.R:) 

That controversy is now behind us. Bill Wilson, your personal 
envoy to the Vatican, had a meeting with the Pope in which the 
Pope made it clear he does in fact support our Polish policy, 
and sees his actions as complementary to ours. However, he cannot 
be as publicly forthcoming in expressing this support as we would 
wish. (S) 

The reply for your signature breaks no new ground with the Pope, 
but expresses your personal feelings of sympathy for the people 
of Poland and the .iE!Werative need of free men and their leaders 
to support them.~) 

RECOMMENDATION 

0. K. No 

Attachments: 

Tab A 
Tab B 

~ -

That you sign the letter to the Pope at Tab A. 

Letter to the Pope 
Incoming letter of January 4 

Review February 19, 1988 Prepared by: 
Dennis C. Blair 

'FC,'1 -O 10 --11 S.3 

C+J 7 /tr )OV 
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THE WH ITE HOU S E ,.,/ ,, 

WASHINGTON ,;"' ..... , 

// 

/' 
I/ 

Your Holiness: // 

Your letter of Januar /i , in which you recount 
the tragic history o ~ the Polish people and pay 
tribute to their ung{ienchable thirst for liberty 
and national integl7ity, has moved me deeply. 

I 
No one can be igrforant of the terrible crimes 
and unspeakable 1a ffliction so courageously 
borne through t h e years. Tragically, the leaders 
of the Western 7democracies were too often ready, 
even in the p esent century, to condone by their 
silence many errible occurrences in the political 
life of nati ns. I tremble to think of God's 
verdict on i hose who acquiesced in these deeds, 
as well as /bn those who perpetrated them. 

Today, agajin, the Polish nation has suffered a 
harsh depf ivation of freedom and human dignity. 
Faced w~· h this brutal fact, we in the West 
have a c ear and unavoidable responsibility to 
speak ou, to act, and to avoid indulging 
tyranny again as our predecessors did in the past. 

The ult~mate responsibility of the Soviet Union for 
this t 1 agedy is indisputable, however artfully the 
Russia~s may disguise their involvement. The 
Soviet / action in Poland is not an aberration of 
policy. It is an act of brutality, part of a 
patte~n of behavior that seeks to block peaceful 
chang1 in the world by force and open aggression. 
Left 1 nanswered, it can only lead to a dangerous 
deteri oration in relations between East and West. 
We co , tinue to hope for a constructive relationship 
with he Soviet Union, but such a relationship 
cannor exist in the absence of Soviet restraint. 

I 

I 



-

-2-

Your Holiness, the encouragement you have given 
on the moral and spiritual plane to the political 
actions of Poland's friends and supporters in 
the West has been of the utmost importance. Now 
more than ever we must strive to maintain this 
unity of purpose. 

His Holiness // 
John Paul II , 
Vatican City 1 

Sincerely, 

I 
I 

I 

/ 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Wa shington, D.C. 20520 

February 18, 1982 

8203119 
XR-8202034 
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Lllllftlf 
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(With SECRET Attachment) 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Draft Reply to the Letter of January 4 
from the Pope to the President 

Attached is a draft reply for the President's 
use in responding to Pope John Paul II's letter of 
January 4 on Poland. 

~B~ 
Executive Secretary 

Attachment: 
As stated. 

l!lllD 
6,\\o 

(With SECRET Attachment) 

RDS-3 2/18/02 



SEGR£T 
Your Holiness: 

Your letter of January 4, in which you recount the 

tragic history of the Polish people and pay moving 

tribute to their unquenchable thirst for liberty and 

national integrity, has affected me very deeply. 

No one, certainly, can be ignorant of the terrible 

crimes and unspeakable afflictions so courageously borne 

through the years by the people of Poland. Tragically, 

the leaders of the Western democracies were too often 

ready, even in the present century, to condone by their 

silence many terrible occurrences in the political life 

of nations. History's verdict on those who acquiesced 

in these deeds, as well as on those who perpetrated 

them, has been severe indeed. 

Today once again the Polish nation has had forced 

upon itself a harsh deprivation of freedom and human 

dignity. Faced with this brutal fact, we in the West 

have a clear and unavoidable responsibility to speak 

out, and to act, lest history judge us as it has judged 

our predecessors. 

The ultimate responsibility of the Soviet Union 

for this tragedy is indisputable, however artfully 

the Russians may dissemble to disguise their involve­

ment. The Soviet action in Poland is not an aberration 

f<-li-v , o P:s~ 
t+ -S --7 /, f Joi) 
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of policy. It is an act of singular brutality, part 

of a pattern of behavior that seeks to block peaceful 

change in the world by resort to force and open aggres­

sion. Left unanswered, it can only lead to a dangerous 

deterioration in relations between East and West. We 

continue to hope for a constructive relationship with 

the Soviet Union, but such a relationship cannot exist 

in the absence of Soviet restraint. 

Your Holiness, the encouragement you have given 

on the moral and spiritual plane to the political 

actions of Poland's friends and supporters in the West 

has been of the utmost importance. Now more than ever 

we must strive to maintain this unity of purpose. 

His Holiness 
John Paul II, 

Vatican City . 

Sincerely, 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20506 . 

February 5, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR L. PAUL BREMER III 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

SUBJECT: Reply to Pope's letter to the 
President of 4 January 

The Department is requested to draft a reply to the 
Pope's letter to the President dated 4 January 
concerning the situation in Poland. 

555 

~J!o~ 
Michael O. Wheeler 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

February 2, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR MICHAEL 0. WHEELER 

FROM: DEN~R 

SUBJECT: Reply to Pope's Letter of 4 January 

Attached for your signature is a memorandum to the State 
Department requesting them to draft a reply to the Pope's 
controversial 4 January letter to the President. 

We had previously planned not to reply, but the recent 
controversy generated by the President's press comments 
argues for a formal reply. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum at Tab I. 

Attachment 

Tab I Memorandum to State Department 



S/S 8202034 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Wash ington , D.C. 20520 

January 28, 1982 

CONFIDENT.IAL ATTACHMENT 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

Mr. Michael O. Wheeler 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

Alerting NSC on Presidential 
Correspondence 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to President 
Reagan from Pope John Paul II, Vatican Office 
which is transmitted for your information. 

This document was received in the Executive 
Secretariat Information Management Section 
on January 27, 1982 at 9:56 p.m. 

~~ 
Information Management Section 

Executive Secretariat 
ext. 23836 

/ 
') ;';, 
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Your Holiness: 

THE \YHlTE HOLSE 

'.\'ASHfXGTO~ 

Your letter of January 4, in which you recount 
the tragic history of the Polish people and pay 
mouing tribute to their unquenchable ~~ for 
liberty and national integrity, has af~e-me 
~ deeply. 

No one. sertai:&b)!I can be ·ignorant of the terrible 
crimes and unspeakable ~ffl' tion so courageously 
borne through the years\~ · he people of Poland ~ 
Tragically, the leaders of the Western aemocracies 
were too otten readyt even in the present century, 
to condone by their silence many terrible occ es 
in the political life of nations. ~ta.;r~' s verdict 
on those who acquiesced in these deeds, as well as 
on those who perpetrated them, a-s seQ~ &eM-e;ra;.e 
l.nd61@8. , . 

Today).~ again>the Polish nation has 
~pen itn@½F, a harsh deprivation of freedom and human· 
dignity. Faced with this brutal fact, we in the 
West have a clear and un . o a e re,s on i i ~ tYi.u~ • .~. 
speak oq.~ ~ to act, • • . ~~ ~ 1 
flli 1 ~ 11~ our predecess~~· • • '--~ . • 

The ultimate responsibility of the Soviet Union for 
this trage dy is indisputable; however artfully the 
Russians may ~is~o~e½e Le disguise their involve­
ment. The Soviet action in Poland is not an 
aberration of policy. It is an act of aing~l •• 
brutality, part of a pattern of behavior that seeks 
to block peaceful change in the world by l"-QS@We @e 

. . ' 
-~••·:..__ -----=-----

- --•·-•· ----
-._ - .:-:.«., -:;------:_. -:-~ 

~ rl ·_· -::_-~""±:;' i, ='-' ''.' ~~;.:~· 

~ .- -: -- ·-- - . -

- - -·- •••• -- . ..,,. ~--

--= - --:::.,.f -_:_. :..~- ..... -

~.;_·-~~~~~"'~~~~t:~~i ;· 
-· .. _,_ - •• -,.,i,-... - ... 

-· . . .. 
. :. ... ~,...;~_,:..?..~.:zr---i~~-·-·=: 

force arid open aggression. Left unanswered, it can ~ 
only lead to a dangerous deterioration in relations ~<-~~=:~ 
between East and West. We continue to hope for a ! . 

constructive relationship with the Soviet Union, but 1- 7• • -

suc};l a relationship cannot exist in the absenc'e of 
I
n/ l • •• 

Sovie t restraint. / I-LI C1t.f f}o • ~ 

F°1CJ ~010 'ltn , 
. , II ~l'ftJ 

i 
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~tM,.._J ~ 
Your Holiness, the-"encouragement you have given 
o~ ~R9 rneral a8e spirittlal ~l~t;e to the political 
actions of Poland's friends and supporters in 
the West has been of the utmost importance. Now 
more than ever we must strive to maintain this 
unity of purpose . 

His Holiness 
John Paul II 
Vatican City 

Sincerely, 

-------- -.,-. -·- ··-- -
·-

' /I7- -;__-.;-~ ·:~ ,-

--------

.;:_ ·---
-~-:--··_:· ·_·"_~~-:---~----

.:..:---· --;---

- :--:::::-:---

-~-:...----==--
- ·_·:,. - -----

-·-- --

';~~~::~~~? 
- -.. :t . ;··._:. -
. --~·~-, ~~· f _:. 

~ ,:-- . 
-;-,~-"""~ 

-:..::.._.-

e-'C...:..~.r.--~""~--·""'~---

.,; ___ .... -. --=--- . .:_;.; ~.:. 

"!t'- _:,·,,::-.... _: 

.,..- • ::..;;..c..-,',--,- • -- -~ -:-:.a:~-= -~-=- .:.. .:.. -



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

~ 
ME.MO FOR. 

FROM: 

Feb 2, 1982 

R-RY -0 -'-bE 

MICHAEL W 

Your comments please. 



• 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

Copies given to O'Leary and Tyson for 
comment. 

2-2-82 

Carol C. 
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THE WIIITE II O l ' SE 

W \ S H I'.'.'CTO:--: 

April 26, 1982 

Your Holiness: 

Thank you for your kind message of congratulations 
on the successful completion of the Columbia 
space shuttle's voyage on March 30. It was a 
happy moment for all Americans, and one that 
we were pleased to share with people throughout 
the world. 

While the voyage of the Columbia symbolizes the 
finest aspirations and achievements of mankind, 
we unfortunately are at the same time reminded 
of man's capacity for repression and injustice. 
Your eloquent letter to me of January 4 recounted 
the valiant and difficult struggle of the Polish 
people for freedom, a struggle which has not yet 
achieved success. 

May the voyage of Columbia reinspire us with 
a vision of man's capacity for peaceful progress. 
It is our firm hope that such ventures into 
space will make an important contribution to 
all mankind. 

His Holiness 
John Paul II 
Vatican City 

Sincerely, 
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ine President has seen___.-
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MEMORANDUM 2350 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION April 23, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: WILLIAM P. CLARK 

SUBJECT: Reply to Pope's Message 

Attached for your signature is a reply to the Pope's recent 
message congratulating you on the successful voyage of the 
Columbia. Your reply also mentions our common effort 
for liberty and peace in Poland. 

Tab A Letter to the Pope 



• MEMbRANDUM 2350 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION April 9, 1982 

SIGNED 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

FROM: DEN~ ~R 

SUBJECT: Reply to Pope's Message 

The Pope has sent the President a congratulatory message 
on the successful third voyage of the Columbia (Tab II). 

Attached at Tab A is a reply for the President's signature 
which acknowledges the Pope's letter and refers to our 
common efforts for peace in Poland and the Pope's earlier 
letter. 

Your memo to the President at Tab I forwards the reply 
for his signature. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

1/ 

Tab I 

Tab II 

NO 

That you sign the memo to the President 
at Tab I. 

Memo to the President 
A - Reply to the Pope 
Incoming Cable from Pope 



PAPAL MESSAGE 

I AM PLEASED THAT THE SPACE SHIP COLUMBIA HAS LANDED 

SAFELY AND I WISH TO EXTEND MY CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST 

WISHES TO YOU AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. I PRAY THIS 

SUCCESSFUL MISSION AND ALL SPACE EXPLORATION AND 

EXPERIMENTAION WILL ADVANCE THE CAUSE OF PEACE AND 

FURTHER THE WELFARE AND DEVELOPMENT OF MANY PEOPLE 

THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. IOANNES PAULUS PP. II 
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Dear Bill: 

OFFICE <!])IF ".11."lEIIE lPEJR§<O>NAL ENVOY OJF THE lP'IR.ESlllll>EN"ll." 

OlF TlEIIE UNXTIED §TATES O>F AMEJRXCA 

TO> TlE!!E VA"lrlICAN 

GENERAL DELll.VEHY., APO NEW YOIR.K 09794 

.June 8, 1982 

Enclosed is the original signed text of the message 
which the Pope read to the President in the Papal library 
on June 7, 1982. 

Please pass this on to the President for his perso­
nal records. 

It was good seeing you again albeit briefly. We 
enjoyed being with Joan at lunch and wish you could 
have been there too. 

Betty and I expect to be in Washington about the 
12th of July. I very much hope to see you then. 

'rhe Honorable 

Warm regards, 

0ft 
William Wilson 

Presidential Envoy 

William .F. Clark J .r. 
National Security Advisor 

The White House 



Dear Bill: 

OFFICE OlF THE PEIR.SCl>NAL JE..-...VOY OF TlEIE PRESIDENT 

OF THE UNITED STATJES OF AMERJICA 

TO THE VATICAN 

GENERAL DE~VEH.Y• APO 1'":EW YORK 00'794 

June 8 , 19.82 

Enclosed is the original signed text of the message 
which the Pope read to the President in the Papal library 
on June 7, 1982. 

Please pass this on to the President for his perso­
nal records . 

It was good seeing you again albeit briefly. We 
enjoyed being with Joan at lunch and wish you could 
have been there too. 

Betty and I expect to be in Washington about the 
12th of July. I very much hope to see you then. 

The Honorable 

Warm regards, 

0~~ 
William Wilson 

Presidential Envoy 

William F. Clark Jr. 
National Security Advisor 

The White House 



PRE~ERVATION COPY 

Mr. President, 

I am particularly pleased to welcome you today 

to the Vatican. Although we have already had many 

contacts, it is the first time that we have met 

personally. 

In you, the President of the United States of 

America, I greet all the people of your great land. 

I still remember vividly the warm welcome that I was 

given by millions of your fellow-citizens less than 

three years ago. On that occasion I was once more 

able to witness firsthand the vitality of your nation. 

I was able to see again how the moral and spiritual 

v alues transmitted by your Founding Fathers find their 

dy namic expression in the life of modern America. 

The American people are indeed proud of their 

right to life, liberty and the pursu~t of happiness. 

They are proud of civil and social progress in American 

society, as well as the extraordinary advances in science 

and technology. As I speak to you today it ~s my hope 

that the entire structure of American life will rest ever 

more securely on the strong foundation of moral and spiritual 



values. Without the fostering and defense of these 

values, all . human advancement is stunted and the very 

dignity of the human person is endangered. 

Throughout the course of their history, and 

especially in difficult times, the American people have 

repeatedly risen to challenges presented to them. They 

have given many proofs of unselfishness, generosity, con­

cern for others - concern for the poor, the needy, the 

oppressed; they have shown confidence in that great 

ideal of being a united people, with a mission of service 

to perform. At this present moment in the history of the 

world the United States is called, above all, to fulfill 

its mission in the service of world peace. The very con­

dition of the world today calls for a farsighted policy 

that will favor those indispensable conditions of justice 

and freedom, of truth and love that are the foundations of 

lasting peace. 

Mr. President, my own greatest preoccupation is for 

the peace of the world - peace in our day. In many parts 

of the world there are centers of acute tension. This 

acute tension is manifested above all in the crisis in the 

south Atlantic, in the war between Iran and Iraq, and, now, 

in its grave crisis provoked by the new events in Lebanon. 



This grave crisis in Lebanon likewise merits the atten­

tion of the world because of the great danger it contains 

of further provocation in the Middle East, with immense 

consequences for world peace. 

There are fortunately many factors in society today 

that positively contribute to . peace.. These positive 

factors include an increasing realization of . the inter­

dependence of all peoples, a growing solidarity with 

those in need, and a greater conviction of the absurdity 

of war as a means of resolving controversies between nations. 

During my recent visit to Britain I stated in particular 

that "the scale and horror of modern . warfare - whether nuclear 

or not - makes it totally unacceptable as a means of settling 

differences between nations" (At Coventry, May 30, 1982). 

And for those who profess the Christian faith I offered as 

motivation the fact that "when you are in contact with the 

Prince of Peace, you understand how totally opposed to his 

message are ... hatred and war" (To the young people, at 

Cardiff, June 2, 1982). 

The duty of peace falls especially upon the leaders 

of the world. It is up to the representatives of govern­

ments and peoples to work to free humanity not only from 

wars and conflicts but from the fear that is generated 

b y ever more sophisticated and deadly weapons. Peace is 

not only the absence of war; it also involves reciprocal 

trust between nations - a trust that is manifested and 

proved through constructive negotiations that aim at end-

ing the arms race, and at liberating immense resources that 

can be used to allieviate misery and feed millions of hungry 

human beings. 



All effective peacemaking requires farsightedness; 

farsightedness is a quality needed in all peacemakers. 

Your own great nation is called to exercise this farsighted­

ness, as are all the nations of the world. This quality 

enables leaders to commit themselves to those concrete 

programs which are essential to world peace~ programs of 

justice and development, efforts to defend and protect 

human life, as well as initiatives that favor human rights. 

On the contrary, anything that wounds, weakens or dishonors 

human dignity, in any aspect, imperils the cause of the 

human person and, at the same time, the peace of the world. 

The relations between nations are greatly affected 

by the development issue, which preserves its full rele­

vance in this day of ours. Success in resolving questions 

in the North-South dialogue will continue to be the gauge 

of peaceful relations between various political communities 

and continue to influence the peace of the world in the 

years ahread. Economic and social advancement, linked to 

financial collaboration between peoples, remains an apt 

goal for the renewed efforts of the statesmen of the world. 

A truly universal concept of the common good of the 

human family is an incomparable instrument in building 

the edifice of world peace. It is my own conviction that 

a united and concerned America can contribute immensely 

to the cause of world peace through the efforts of her 

leaders and the commitment of all her citizens. Dedicated 

to the high ideals of her traditions, America is in a 

splendid position to help all humanity enjoy what she her­

self is intent on possessing. With faith in God and belief 

! . 
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in universal human solidarity, may America step for­

ward at this crucial moment in history to consolida t e 

her rightful place at the service of world peace. 

In this sense, Mr. President, I repeat today 

those words that I spoke when I left the United Sta tes 

in 19 79: "My final prayer · is this: that God wi 11 bless 

America, so that she may increasingly become - and truly 

be - and long remain - 'One Nation, under .God, indiv isible . 

With liberty and justice for all'" (October 7, 1979). 

From the Vatican, June 7, 1982 




