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29.

SELECTED STATEMENTS BY THE VICE PRESIDENT

"For too many years, we've been held hostage
by well-meaning but misguided politicians and
judges who get their legal views from the ACLU
(American Civil Liberties Union). The rights
accorded criminals must never overshadow the
wrongs done to victims."

"We must also recognize that some people who

are sent to prison deserve to stay there. The
view that all convicts can be rehabilitated is
not just naive, it's dead wrong. When first-
degree murderers sentenced to life without parole
get unsupervised weekend furloughs and commuted
sentences, that view goes from naive to dangerous,
from well-meaning to irresponsible."

"If a judge says 'life without parole,' it
should mean just that."

"I am one who believes we can do more to put
and keep the killers of cops and kids behind
the iron bars of prison -- not law-abiding
people behind the protective bars of home."

"We need the death penalty for those who commit
drug-related murders. We need the death penalty
for the drug kingpins who are poisoning our kids.
These people are dealing in death, and that's what
they should get. If this is war -- then let's
treat it as such. Let's get these killers off the
street."

"And for anyone who kills a cop, no penalty is too
tough."
-=-= Vice President Bush
Address to the National
Sheriffs' Association
June 22, 1988
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