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REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT
ON SPACE SHUTTLL EXPLOSION

The Roosevelt Room
1300 P-E'I- EST

TAE PRESIDENT: Please, sit down. Well, I'm sure we all
realize there's a little change in the procedures. I'd looked
forward to coming in here and having a little session with you and
some briefing, all very carefully sequestered until 9:00 tonight on
the State of the Union, but in view of the tragedy that has befallen
us, I don't think we'll do that.

I know that you're interested in keeping up with this, as
I am also, to find out the extent of it and what has taken place, so
I just wanted to say hello and I appreciate your coming here and
Taype we can do the other thing another time.

Q Mr. President, can you give us your comments on tne
tragedy so that we can tell the American people your words, your
thoughts?

THE PRESIDENT: ell, what can you say. It's a norriole
thing that -- and all of us have witnessed it and actually seen it
take place and I just can't rid myself of tne thought of the
sacrifice and tne families that have peen watcning tnis also -- the
families of those people onboard and what they must ve going through
at this point and I'm sure ail of America is more than saddened out
feels tne great weight of this and wishes, as I do, that there was
sometning we could do to make it easier for those who've suffered
such ‘a loss.

Q Mr. President, what is the latest word you've
gotten? Have you gotten any definitive word on the condition --

THE PRESIDENT: Actualiy, no. we have no more
information than you yourselves have and -- that are going down
there. 1It's a case of having to wait.

Q Mr. President, do you want to see all systems halted
until we find out explicitly what happened in this tragedy?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I'm not a scientist. I do have
confidence in the peopie that have peen running this program and this
is the firc: .n, what is it, 56 some flignts that something of thnis
kind has happened. I certainly want everything done that can e done
to find out how this could have happened and to ensure against its
happening again. But there again, I nave to say that I'm sure that
the people that nave to do with this program are determined to do
that right now. And I'm guite sure also, waen you look at the safety
measures that sometimes those of us looking on have gotten a little
impatient witn when flights have been aborted and it hasn't seemed as
if the situation -~ well, it seems as if they were taxking things too
seriously. Now we know they weren't. And so I'm confident that
there will be no flight until tney are absoiutely as certain as a
human being can e that it is safe.

Q Mr. President, do you think it raises yuestions
apout having citizens aboard the Space Shuttle?

THE PRESIDENTS: wWell, they're all citizens and I don't
think anyone's ever been on there that isn't a volunteer. I Kknow
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Since the beginning of the U.S. Space Program and the successful
first launch of a U.S. spacecraft in 1958 the program and American
science have grown by leaps and bounds. This has not been achieved
without endless hours of sacrifice and dedication by scientists,
engineers, astronauts, American industry, and thousands of private
citizens. Today's tragedy reminds us of how difficult it is to
achieve success and the costs that must be paid in exploring new
frontiers. The U.S. Space Program has been remarkably successful
and compared to other national efforts relatively accident free.
With the tragic loss of Gus Grissom, Ed White and Frank Chaffe in
the Apollo fire of 1967 and today's accident, we cannot allow our
sorrow to dim our vision; that would be a disservice to those
astronauts we have lost, and indeed, all those who have not yet
flown. The astronauts who we lost today gave their lives for
science, for the American dream and in pursuit of the quest for
knowledge that is so important to the vision of all Americans.
They were heroes and heroines in every sense of the word. They
represented America's commitment to excellence and they have not
died in vain. This setback will not diminish our commitment to
the exploration and use of space in fulfilling America's goals for
maintaining leadership in space. The Shuttle "Challenger" and her
crew left earth today filled with optimism and enthusiasm for the
mission and the country for the future. We should not disappoint
them.
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They honored us by the manner in which they lived their

lives. We will never forget them nor the ladt tifie we <aw
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wa¥ed annHhve. and "slipped the surly bohds of earth" to "touch

the face of God".












































































































































