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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 30, 1986

NOTE FOR MR. REGAN

FROM: TOM DAWSON

The principal of the high school in
New Hampshire reports their ceremony
will be held tomorrow at 1:00 p.m.

A student will read the President's
letter at the ceremony and they
request it not be released until the
ceremony has concluded (around

1 3:00 p.m.). A copy of the letter is
{ attached.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 29, 1986 O)(

MR. PRESIDENT:

v

[

The school where Christa McAuliffe
taught is holding a private
memorial service for her tomorrow.
We have been in contact with school
officials, who have requested that
no White House representatives
attend the service in order to
avoid publicity.

We have agreed with school
officials, however, that you will
send a message which will be read
at the service. A draft of that
message is attached for your
review.

When you have had a chance to
review the message, please give it
to the Usher's Office to be
returned to my office. It needs to
be dispatched to New Hampshire this
evening. Thank you.

Did

David Chew



The President has seen l
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WASHINGTON

January 29, 1986

Q&

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR.;}é

SUBJECT: Concord ngh School

This morning I spoke with Charles Foley, Principal of Concord High
School where astronaut Christa McAuliffe was a/,teacher.

AdLaTh
I conveyed your sympathies to him and the students of Concord High
School and indicated your willingness to assist in any way. I specifically
suggested the possibility of sending a prominent person (i.e. former
astronaut, Cabinet member, etc.) to address the students about
yesterday's events and to help ease their pain. The principal was very
grateful for the offer, but declined, saying the school has been
"badgered" by the Press and an outside visitor would probably just bring
in more press.

The Principal explained that the Concord High School students are pulling
together as a group to help each other deal with the sadness of their
loss. He felt the Press had been cruel in the ways they played and
replayed the film clips of the students before and after the tragic lift-off.
Accordingly, he has closed the campus to press.

The school is planning a memorial service of its own for Thursday or
Friday of this week. _A special message from you wild-be sent to the

ceremony. has(um

The Principal asked me to convey to you their deep appreciation for your
efforts to console them at this time. He was sure that the knowledge that
you are personally concerned will be of great comfort to the students.








