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THE WHITE HO U SE 

WASHI NG TOK 

February 4, 1986 

Dear Mrs. McNair: 

When Nancy and I met you and your family at the Johnson 
Space Center, we felt the grief, the pain and the loss that 
had brought us all together in Houston. Although no words 
of ours can ease the pangs of grief you feel, we hope that 
some comfort comes with the knowledge that your sorrow is 
shar ed in every American home and by people throughout the 
world. 

We know that, as members of the NASA family, you and your 
children are no strangers to sacrifice or danger. For you, 
the pain of separation, the fatigue of long hours, and the 
strain of endless preparation have been a daily fact of life. 
If those who choose to join our space program are a special 
breed, and they are, so too are the families whose_ love and 
courage sustain them in their extraordinary mission. Like all 
heroes, your husband car ried with him the hopes and dreams 
of an entire people. The memory of his sacrifice, and of 
yours and your children's, will be forever inscribed in the 
hearts of our people. 

Our thoughts and prayers go with you. We ask that the 
blessings of peace and consolation may come u pon you and 
sustain you through this difficult time. 

With .our deepest sympathy, 

Mrs. Ronald E. McN air 
1623 West Chelsea Place 
Seabrook, Texas 77586 

Sincct~~ 

P. S. I have_ enclosed a copy of Ron's saxophone recording of 

, 
"What the World Needs N(i)w Is Love _Sw_eeC Lo.ve. ,,-Tne 

.~ tape _ has beencircltl~ t~ ~.f1JL.i ajQr_ neJw.Qr.ks_an9~to_day 
( 

1 
,li1rJ,4 N-XS-A: p laye o il at t neir memorial service at the National 

l)1i Airan ----------
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February 4, 1936 

Dcfli~ ~h"s . ncNair: 

i1hcn Nt1m"·:-' and I net y0u mid your f&v-1ily vt th~ ~fohnso:n 
S tHWt' Cenfo.f' ~ we felt the:> t:r!ef . th~ pafo n.nd the W$$ that 
bait i;rout:.=:ht uB au to(:'€:,tht~r in ! 'ouston. Alth~mvh no '>J01'ds 

of O't1r!:l ce~ ~~ec th(! p.:ints of ;;:t'k~f y0tl f~ei, '•"~ lmpe that 
13nr:'ii'. co1:1fort ,-:or;J{'<5 with the 1~~•.tw1Jedvr: trmt y<iur .oor1•ow iJ.. 

~tHn.:cd tn every Amnrlean hone and hv p~ople th.1~01.ig-hot.n thtG 
\':rcdd . 

h'f' kr:nv_-; that . ,ls mombcr~ ot the ?:C,A$A i3r;;Hv . y•.m and :,our 
chikh°'cn Qre 1,0 Fttr-Rn~erf{ to "~1.·..;rific,-: or- cin!'f:'!~r . For ~;ou , 
thf' pi!k 1J.f $<1;:Hn•uti•:m, the fri.tigue of long hours. and the: 
r--tr8h of e·HUNi,-E p:rnpr..r,.tfon iwv~ br,~n fl dtdly fact of lii'f'. 
If i:h<'sc ~ho ehoos{; to joh: o-~:r !_,jp!lco pro¥rRm ul'f> !x spec!a 
hrP.C:'<l. v.~trl fh~y Al"f.r, sn too av<' thr:: frtrnflic.c:: vihosf.' fo1•i:.' And 
emir:-:r·r., r;u$bdn thf:M 'in thdr <?:-;:tf'eo:rdi.nin'''r rni~~fon . I,ik~, r,.ll 
h,~rcir·s, your htttJb~u1d c~t-rl~d nitb Mm th-t:.• hop,.:cr-- end dr•Jan:t:i 
of ,H', "n ti!"~ p~-plo . 'l'he r-iF•rmry of hir. f,n~rUice , and (lf 
~t1mr~ n11.d ::l'.'H.H' chilt'!l"~f''&, wi!l h~ fol"t?vcr ins<'!rihqc in the 
hePrtR of ;lUl' peep}€. 

Cur thought;:; anJ pra:1·l:rs i;o wHh you . ~.-- ssk that th~i 
!)k•::1sh1rs of p0He~ ~nd conF~lr.Hnn r-n-y co;11(' upcm you and 
i~uchlir: • ~:,,ou th'f't.\U(:h thie. <li:f'fi0.nlt tir·1~~ 

Elth our de~p~i::it ~·:,.'Mpathv. 

r ht, . Ronsld r:. rJ,.:N nfr 
162 3 Pest Chefaea Pfoce 
Se1iQt-<'.nk • 'J.'f.•"-'.:~\S 77586 

BiM!C..'J'•~Iy . 

P.S . I ~c:;re enclo~ei.i n t:f•p~r {'i Pon't.l ~!l}cr:rph'}nf" recording uf 
t?Wbat th~ Wn:rld i;i.,:·t:ds Ncl-J l~ r.ovi:~ F~:c0t :.o,.re. 11 The, 
tu.oe h.os been clroufated tc the !;~r~jm• ,.1,~two1•ks M"•il h')d~r;:· 
N.¾SA played it at tht,ir- mr::r1c.•r-fo.l i,ervi-!'c !'!!t th\;' fJfi.tic;;~l • 

'Air and 5ptH!o f;1uscur:1 . 

RR / CAD : A V H :vml ( 2Pr.JJ:!) 
Enclosure: As stated. 
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P.S. I have enclosed a copy of Ron's saxophone recording of 
"What the World Needs Now ,is Love Sweet Lov'e('JJ The tape has 
been circulated to the major networks and today NASA played it 
at their memorial service at the National Air and Space Museum. 

~·.-,- J.P 
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STRAIGHTWIRE - JANUARY 31 , 1986 

r:irs. Ttonald E. ?l:JcNair 
1623 tVest Chelsea Place 
Seabrook. Texas 77586 

When Haney anrl ! □et you anc you:r family at H1e Johnson Space 

.-?/t?JCL? 
/4~U1,,;4 ,~ - - ~ 

o5otCJ l 
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Center, \'JC folt t!w grief, the po:in and the loss that had brought 

us all toeether in Houston. Although no worc.s of ours can ease 

the p8.ngs of grief you feel, we hope thP..t sor.1n comfort comes 

with the knowledge: that your sorrow is shared in evgry Amet·ican 

home and b~· peopl"' throur:hout thP. ,1orld . 

\'k! knot·/ that. ~s Members of thC' NAS!~ family, you and your 

children are no strar1 gcrs to sacrifice or dari :;er. For you ~ tho 

pain of separotiori, the fatigue of lonh hours, and thE\ strain of 

endless pr:eparation havl?- been a daily fact of lifo-. If those who 

choose to join our spRc,~ program are a special breed, nnrl thoy 

are , so too are the familicB whosP. love and ccururre sustain them 

in th~ir extraordinary mission. 1,ik<= ~n heroes, y0ur husband 

carrir:d with him the hopes and arem:rn of an entire people . The 

memory of his sacrifice. and of yours end :_rou1· children'~. will 

be forover inscribed in the h f!Drts of our pe-ople. 

/J I ' j) 'f 
~ p , 1 r,✓ _/L 11 • r . , , ,, - 1 , . 
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Our thoughts and prayers go with you . ,·1e ask that the ble~s­

ings of pe:t3.ce ~nd consolation !'"H-JS come upon you and sustain you 

through this difficult time . 

i•.:ith our deepest sympathy. 

RONAT,D REAGAN 

nR / CAD : AVH :vml (2PMN) 



WIFE OF RONALD McNAIR 

])ear Mrs. McNafr: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 31, 1986 

When Nancy and I met you and your family at the Johnson 
Space Center, we felt the grief, the pain and the loss that 
had brought us all together 1n Houston. Although n~ words • 
of oun can eue the pangs of grief you feel, we hope that 
some comfort comea with the knowledge that your sorrow is 
shared in every American home and by people throughout the 
world. 

We know that, as members of the NASA family, you and your 
children are no strangers to sacrttlce or danger. For you, 
the pain of aep&l'ation, the fatigue of long hours, and the 
strain of endless prep&l'ation have been a daily fact of life. 
If tho1e who choose to join our space program are a special 
breed, and they 81'&, so too are the families whose love and 
courage sustain them in their extraordinary mission. Like all 
heroes, your husband carried with him the hopes and dreams 
of an entil"e people. The memory of hia sacrifice, and of 
yours and your children's, will be forever inscribed in the 
hearts of our people. 

Our thoughts and prayers go with you. We ask that the 
blessings of peace and consolation may come upon you and 
sustain you through this difficult time. 

With our deepest sympathy, 

Mrs. Ronald B. McNalr 
1623 West Chelsea Place 
Seabrook, Tuas 7'1588 

Sincerely, (<s R_ 

! 
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WIFE OF RONALD McNAIR 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 31, 1986 

Pear Mrs. McN air: 

When Nancy and I met you and your family at the Johnson 
Space Center, we felt the grief, the pain and the loss that 
had brought us all together in Houston. Although no words 
of ours can ease the pangs of grief you feel, we hope · that 
some comfort comes with the knowledge that your sorrow is 
shared in every American home and by people throughout the 
world. 

We know that, as members of the NASA family, you and your 
children are no strangers to sacrifice or danger. For you, 
the pain of separation, the fatigue of long hours, and the 
strain of endless preparation have been a daily fact of life. 
If those who choose to join our space program are a special 
breed, and they are, so too are the families whose love and 
courage sustain them in their extraordinary mission. Like all 
heroes, your husband carried with him the hopes and dreams 
of an entire people. The memory of his sacrifice, and of 
yours and your children's, will be forever inscribed in the 
hearts of our people. 

Our thoughts and prayers go with you. We ask that the 
blessings of peace and consolation may come upon you and 
sustain you through this difficult time. 

With our deepest sympathy, 

Mrs. Ronald E. McN air 
1623 West Chelsea Place 
Seabrook, Texas 77586 

Sincerely, 



- -
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 1, 1986 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Attached for your approval are 
letters that will be sent as 
telegrams this afternoon to the 
families of the Challenger Seven 
who are holding memorial services 
Sunday and Monday. Hard copies of 
these letters will be given to you 
Monday for your signature, as well 
as letters to all the other 
families. 

~J 
David Chew I 
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SECURE FAX # __ _ 

AOMIN FAX # __ _ 

DTG _______ _ 

RELEASER _______ _ 

ROUTINE RECORD# __ _ 

FROM/LOCATION 

t. DAVID CHfai/ 'I'HE :.ri:I ITE HOUSE 

TO/LOCATION/TIME OF RECEIPT 

t. THE PRESIDENT via JIM KUHN/CA.:.'\1P DAVID 

2. ----------------------------------------

3. ----------------------------------------

4. ----------------------------------------

5. ----------------------------------------

8. ----------------------------------------

7. ----------------------------------------

INFORMATION ADDEES/LOCATION/TIME OF RECEIPT 

,. ----------------------------------------
2. ----------------------------------------

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS/REMARKS: 

Jim: Please give me a call when the President has approved 
these. Thanks. 

David 

UNCLASSIFIIm 

CLASSIFICATION 

WHCA FORM a. 15 OCTOBER a<e 




