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North American Space Operations 
Rockwell International Corporation 

2230 East Imperial Highway 
El Segundo, California 90245 

The Honorable Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington D. C., 20050 

Dear Mr. Fielding; 

Rockwell 
International 

February 14, 1986 

382620 [,,l,J 

I am writing to request permission to use a quote from President 
Reagan in an advertisement. 

Rockwell International has a long history of involvement with 
America's space program, including being the prime contractor for 
NASA's Apollo Command and Service Modules and the Space Shuttle 
orbiter vehicles. We are currently one of the eight companies 
assisting NASA in definition and preliminary design of the 
permanently manned space station program. 

As part of Rockwell's continuing commitment to the space program, we 
have been placing advertisements in support of the space station in 
selected publications. We believe that it is important to continue 
to do so now, in the spirit of the President's remarks following the 
Challenger accident and in the State of the Union address. We 
therefore respectfully request approval to use the words "We can 
follow our dreams to distant stars, living and working in space for 
peaceful and economic means", from President Reagan's 1984 State of 
the Union message, as the themeline for use in our spring 1986 space 
station advertisements. We request to use that particular phrase 
because it embodies not only the spirit of moving forward, but 
continues to stress the utility of our manned space efforts. 

A layout of our proposed advertisement is attached. Following your 
approval to use the quotation, we plan to place the ad in the April 
issue of The National Journal , the spring issue of Commercial 
Space, and the May issue of Aerospace America magazines. 

Since the closing date for placement of advertisements with these 
publications ranges from February 28th to March 15th, we would 
appreciate your early consideration of this request. If you need 
any assistance or additional information from us, I can be reached 
at (213) 647-5222. 

Very truly yours, 

Edward R. Kennedy 
Director. External 
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The Honorable Patrick Buchanan 
Director of Cummications 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr Buchanan: 

.. 

Embassy of the United States of America 

Malabo 
February 9, 1986 

Just a note to say that President Reagan's quotation from 
John Gillespie Magee's High Flight was inspired. One fallen hero 
speaking majestically and powerfully to other fallen heroes. It 
was magnificent. I took out my Prose & Poetry of America which 
we used in Xavier High School and probably by all the Jesuit 
schools in those days ( although it is now surely much too 
bourgeois to be found in any Jesuit high school), and I read it 
again. I cannot now, and could never, even when I taught English, 
read it aloud from beginning to end. It is too powerful. It prod­
uces not only a gulp in the throat, but tears. I assumed, and I 
hope, you were responsible for the inclusion of those wonderful 
words of tribute to our astranauts. 

On a lighter note, and apropos of absolutely nothing, I 
bring to your professional attention The Washington Post's review 
of James Charlton's Writer's Quotation Book which cites the remarks 
of The Duke of Gloucester on receiving the second volume of 
Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire: "Another damned 
thick square book! Always scribble, scribble, scribble, eh, Mr 
Gibbon?" 

American Ambassador 
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THE WH I T E H O U S E 

V'/A S H I l'I G 1" 0 N 

August 20, 1986 

Dear Ms. Walch: 

Thank you for your letter requesting permission to quote from 
the President's Challenger eulogy in a book you plan to publish 
on Ronald E. McNair. 

This office has no objection to the use of a quote from the 
President's speech. However, the source of the quote should be 
clearly identified including the place and date of the 
President's remarks. · 

Sincerely, 

ORIGIN>\L SIGNED .BY J.B.S. 

Jay B. Stephens 
Deputy Counsel to the President 

Ms. Rose Marie Walch 
R.M. Walch Studio 
P.O. Box 41092 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15202 
JBS:CDM:dmh 8/20/86 
cc: JBStephens/ CDMcGrath chron. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 20, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR JAY B. STEPHENS 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

I _H~,. c 1'1. c. DEAN MCGRATH, JR. l)J ~ /A 

Correspondence from Rose Marie Walch -- Requests 
Permission to Quote the President's Challenger 
Eulogy in a Book on Astronaut McNair 

Rose Marie Walch has written the President and asked for 
permission to quote from the President's Challenger eulogy in a 
book she proposes to publish on the life of Ronald E. McNair. 

Since the President's eulogy is part of the public record, I 
have no legal objection to Ms. Walch's request. I have prepared 
the attached letter to indicate that she may quote from the 
President's eulogy so long as she identifies the time and place 
of the quote. 

Attachment 
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R.M. WALCH STUDIO 

f 1=;tl~,df . 
February 20, 1986 

' resident Ronald Reagan 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20501 

Dear Mr. President: 

As do all Americans, I mourn the Challanger Seven. 
Black Community suffered a particularly heavy loss 
Ronald E. McNair. Black children sorely need such 
stimulating role models. 

I feel that the 
with the death of 
responsible and 

I am an artist/writer. Therefore, I contacted my publisher, Winston­
Derek, suggesting that they consider a book about McNair for the six 
to twelve age group. I recommended that Mr. Peebles, the publisher, 
approach one of his fine black writers with the idea. Instead he 
called and asked me to write and illustrate it myself. At his insis­
tance, I contracted to do so. I enclose his follow-up letter. 

I've contacted Kennedy and Johnson Space Centers for biographical 
data and visuals. Through Houston I hope to reach the McNair family 
to obtain information about Ron's childhood. 

I would like to use a _pas.s.ag.e, from O!J,!'.. ... ~Ql.2$ a t_ HQ_us t_pl) on a . s,pe.c..ial 
fly___,& ..... ~.....-~ .............. the front of the book. Those who read it should realize 

~· ,. ~.;-.-.•I, _ .... _ ...... ,,......,. ....,,. 

that Ron McNair was a member o a tight-knit crew, all of whom were 
committed to a dream that every child can share. The passage I wish 
to quote is 

"We promise Dick Scoby and his crew that their dream lives on, 
that the future they worked so hard to build will become a reality." 

As I listened to your address, those words struck me. I jotted them 
down, not realizing at the time how meaningful they would be to the 
work I've since undertaken. Along with pe.r.mi..s.s~~e­
me t I a so need to be sure that J!}y_ wording is accurate. 

-- S ,..,,H , --•--I"" ~ -~ ,,.... .. ◄.......,. 

I have taught the intermediate grades, high school English, and art 
at Seton Hill College. As a teacher - and a mother of four - I have 
a vested interest in the future of our young people. It may be a 
dream ... but I would like to see this book in every grade school li­
brary, in the hands of every grade school child, regardless of sex, 
race, or religion. 

The word "Challanger" should not mean tragedy. Our children should 
retain its intrinsic meaning - a personal challange to their intellec­
tual curiosity and courage. I believe that the seed sown at this age 
will flower into achievement. 

Thank you for your assistance in what is, truly, a work of the heart. 

s· ely, ' - )A 

/Yl,a./,--<---<J} ?-~~ 
ose arie Walch 

P.O. BOX 4fO92 PITTSBURGH PA f 5202 RES. l>HONE 412-734-3191 
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NASHVILLE -NEW YORK 

.. - < 

f/}iuloa -L.!Je/1/"A !l31i>lir/2er-r'> .<J;ll •. 

Rose .~ a r i e W a l ch 
8179 Ohi o River Blvd . ~3 
Pitt burgh, PA 152 02 

Dear Ms . ~!alch, 

~· ~"' .. r- __ ..1 -·,~ CJGS -r . .:,. -:r::. )8& 3 
'~\3HVll .. f rc:-.if,E.'='·•::: i"..?09 

Fe brua ry 10, 1986 

Th is letter is a fol low-up to our phone conversation of 
Fe bruary 6, 1986. As I exp ressed to you in that co nversation, 
I ~as so deeply mo ved by your interest in the I i fe of Ronald 
McNair and you r .se nsitivity in suggesting thJt his story be 
told by a Black writer. Thank you for both . 

We believe that the story of Mr. McNair will ~e an inspira­
tion to young Blacks so in ne ed of their own fol ~ hero e s and 
heroi nes. But the impact of this gifted life sh ou ld not be 
limited to Black child r en. White children as well, as they 
struggle beyond the stereotypes to a more wholesome and 
realistic view of Black s and the Black experience, could be 
equally enriched and freed ~y having an oportunity to vicari­
ously experience a Black life of the calibre of Ron McNair. 

For that reas on, after prayerful reflection and consultation, 
I be lieve that you should write Ron's biography from your own 
heart for a universal audience of children . The ve ry multi­
r acial, multi-ethnic, bi- sexual complexion of Challenger's 
c rew suggests such an app roach. This crew belon ge d to the 
wo rld commu nity as no other crew has, and the retelling of 
the life of any crew membe r s·hould reflect this universal 
character without jeopardizing his/her racial or ethnic ori­
g ins and the i mportance of this life to and for the cultural 
group which gave it birth. 

This book was your inspirat i on , an d should be written by you; 
and I am confident that your final product will be significant, 
timely, beautiful.and universally appealing . Go with your 
visio n. We will assist you in any way we ca n. 

Si nce this is such a timely topic, one to which the public 
is currently so sens iti zed, the sooner we can go to press 
the better . 

A co ntr act is encl8sed. 

,-,, , ) 

_; ];1 _-, \·/. 2eeb 1 s 
Pu·, 1 i :;; re r 

..) 

J WP:jj 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Octoper 1, 1986 

Dear Ms. Walch: 

_g 9~.6-7?['t{_ 
J/7/~e:31 

Thank you for your letter requesting permission to quote 
from the President's Challenger eulogy in a book you plan 
to publish on Ronald E. McNair. 

This office has no objection to the use of a quote from 
the President's speech. However, the source of the 
quote should be clearly identified including the place 
and date of the President's remarks. 

:;;~ 
Jay B. Stephens 

Deputy Counsel to the President 

Ms. Rose Marie Walch 
R.M. Walch Studio 
P.O. Box 8179 
Ohio River Boulevard #3 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15202 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Jay 

Attached letter dated 
August 20 was returned 
for insufficient address 
(out-of-use P.O. box). 

This is exactly the 
same, with the exception 
of the date and correct 
address. 

MC 





THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 20, 1986 

Dear Ms. Walch: 

Thank you for your letter requesting permission to quote from 
the President's Challenger eulogy in a book you plan to publish 
on Ronald E. McNair. 

This office has no objection to the use of ·a quote from the 
President's speech. However, the source of the quote should be 
clearly identified including the place and date of the 
President's remarks. 

Sincerely, 

~-~ 
Jay B. Stephens 

Deputy Counsel to the President 

Ms. Rose Marie Walch 
R.M. Walch Studio 
P.O. Box 41092 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15202 



rch 27, 1986 

Dear Sister Veronica Marie: 

I'm sorry to be so late in responding to your 
letter but I just want you to know bow touched 
I was by your letter about your cousin Judy 
Resnik. 

Your prayers for our country during these days 
mean a great deal to me as does your own deep 
faith and courage in the face of the sadness 
that your family faced. All Americans were 
reunited in prayer for those families. It's 
our only consolation in such a time of sadness. 

Nancy joins me in sending our thanks to you for 
your kindness in thinking of us at this time. 

Sincerely, 

Sister Veronica Marie, P.S.N. 
2121 North 1st Street 
Fresno, California 93703 
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ELSA SANDSTROM 

January 31, 1986 

President Ronald eagan 
The White ouse 
Washington; D. C. 200 

Dear Mr. President -

How s41Ul-stirriug ana fittingly beautiful were 

your words of comfort to the bereaved; and. how f or-r,unate we are to 

have a tru ly compa$ionate President and First Lad:,- • • • 

You spoke the W9rds, but they were also our words. expressing 

a nation's ·sorrow. As you moved down the line to each of the mourners, 

our arms reached out with yours in consolation and tears. To those of 

us who have known sudden grief, we can only e,...-tend the understanding, 

remembering heart, offering God's word, ''Blessed are tho e who mourn, 

for t hey shalll. be comforted. 11 What a blessing it is to "believe" and 

have faith ... one can only pity and pray f or ~he atheist. 

Suddenly, our nation a.oa. "the world we.re thrust into a perspective 

lihat reached beyona the skies and aimimshed "the significance of lihe 

earthly. If the memories of our seven heroic .Americans become a 

"spiritual catalyst" to the millions of young people now "growing up­

ward", they will have bequeathed an eternal gift from God to all man-

kind. We read in His word, "I shall not a1e, but live and declare 

tne works of the Lord." (Psalms 119, 17) 

Because you are such a sincerely compassionate and deeply spiritual 

i ndividual and leader, you were able to reach into the hearts of the 

loved ones in their grief. and into the hearts of a nation in 

mourning. They are in His ca.re now. 

• President, 

s . ) 



ELSA SANDSTROM 

January Jl, 1Yis6 

Dear Kathy -

In my note to you ou Nov. 21, 1985, enclosing a. 

let"ter to .,ne President, I asked for some \;U.l!ies of speeches, e"tc. 

They Lave- e-ver been rece1. ved; au<.l. you ar e always so wonderful 1.n 

uelping me. 

the mail. 

What co11\;-,:.1·il& u1 .. is °i?hat they may have vcn lost in 

If available, I would also appreciate- cvpio~ of tne 

Presidem;s various 1·-,,111!1.J.·ks on this pa.st 'tran-.1c e-Yl::!nt. All of 

this is r eque-s :.,.,,J f or me personally, I am su.1:a J u una.erstand. 

I have a bi t hda.y ca.rd for tne Pres Ldent, but d ld not 

fee l I shoul d enclose it with t his 1et11er ... will rorward. it 

in a day or so. 

W'i th love, anct. many 'thank~ . 

~ 




