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(ROHRABACHER) FEBRUARY 3, 1986 
' •:-'. ,f& 4' /, :ZS:~ 

DROPBY BRIEFING FOR PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTEES 

THANK YOU. SAY, WHO's MINDING 'THE 
STORE? (T KNOW MANY OF YOU ARE FROM 
CALIFORNIA. AFTER THE SNOW AND THE FREEZE 

OF LAST WEEK/I THINK WE CALIFORNIAN~ CAN 
LEGITIMATELY CLAIM SERVICE BEYOND THE CALL 
OF DUTY. fl WAS WATCHING THE SNOW COME DOWN 
~ 

AND TALKING ON THE PHONE TO A FRIE:..:.::ND:..-. ;.1.IN=-------
CAL I FORNI A I 5 I.._T WAS 87 DEGREES .IHERE_!..~--

- IT JUST CONFIRMS WHAT I'VE ALWAYS SAID:7 
IF THE PILGRIMS WOULD HAVE LANDED IN 
CALIFORNIA/THE EAST COAST WOULD STILL 
BE UNPOPULATED. 

SERIOUSLY, THOUGH, I WANT EACH AND 
EVERY ONE OF YOU TO KNOW HOW MUCH 
I APPRECIATE THE JOB YOU ARE DOING. 
I UNDERSTAND YOU PUT UP WITH MUCH MORE THAN 
JUST THE WEATHER. 



.... 
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WE SET OUT 5 YEARS AGO TO CHANGE THE COURSE 
OF GOVERNMENT IN AMERICA AND(DUE TO YOUR 
EFFORTS) WE'VE COME A LONG WAY, 
IT IS GETTING HARD TO REMEMBER WHEN THE 
PRIMARY DEBATE IN THIS TOWN WAS WHETHER 
OR NOT TO PASS THIS OR THAT NEW SPENDING 
PROGRAM, 

THE EVER-INCREASING CENTRALIZATION 
OF POWER IN WASHINGTON WAS GOOD ONLY FOR 
FEDERAL EMPLOYEES AND PEOPLE WHO SOLD THEM 
OFFICE EQUIPMENT, FOR A WHILE, IT SEEMED 
LIKE GOVERNMENT WAS OUR COUNTRY'S ONLY 
GROWTH INDUSTRY,) WELL, FOR THE LAST 
13 STRAIGHT QUARTERS/OUR WHOLE COUNTRY HAS 
BEEN A GROWTH INDUSTRY, THERE HAS BEEN AN 
AVERAGE OF 11,000 NEW BUSINESSES 
INCORPORATED EVERY WEEK SINCE WE GOT TO 
WASHINGTON AND/SINCE NOVEMBER OF 1982, 
OVER 9 MILLION MORE AMERICANS ARE WORKING, 



-
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THE STOCK MARKET HAS SKYROCKETED/ 
--_:__----

AND INTEREST RATES ARE DOWN, ALL I CAN SAY 

IS WE MUST BE DOING SOMETHING RIGHT. 
I'M GLAD I HAVE THIS CHANCE TO SPEAK 

WITH YOU TODAY BECAUSE THERE IS SOME GOOD 
NEWS AND BAD NEWS WE NEED TO TALK ABOUT 
I JUST GAVE YOU THE GOOD NEWS A MOMENT AGO, 

•THE BAD NEWS IS, IN THE COMING MONTHS,/ 
WE WILL BE FACING CHALLENGES AS GREAT AS ANY 
WE'VE CONFRONTED IN THESE LAST 5 YEARS. 

GRAMM-RUDMAN-HOLLINGS HAS AT LAST GIVEN 
US THE VEHICLE WITH WHICH TO DEAL WITH 
FEDERAL DEFICIT SPENDING, NOW, I REALIZE 

THERE ARE MANY TREPIDATIONS ABOUT G.R,H. 
LET ME JUST SAY, WE HAVE IT WITHIN OUR POWER 
TO MEET THE TARGETS SET BY G,R,H. 
I AM HOPING THAT EACH OF YOU WILL DO YOUR 
UTMOST TO SEE WE DO JUST THAT, 

---------· 
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WITH YOUR HELP/JIM MILLER AND HIS CREW AT 
O.M.B. HAVE DONE A TERRIFIC JOB IN 
DEVELOPING A BUDGET THAT MEETS THOSE 
TARGETy'AND DOES SO WITHOUT CUTTING SOCIAL 
SECURITY AND OTHER ESSENTIAL DOMESTIC 
PROGRAMS/WHILE AT THE SAME TIME NOT GUTTING 

• DEFENSE,\IT IS REASONABLE/IT IS FAIR,/ -
-AND IT IS THE BEST ALTERNATIVE IN TOWN, 

THE WORST ALTERNATIVE IN TOWN IS THE 
ONE THAT CALLS FOR RAISING TAXES,f I STILL 
REMEMBER A COUPLE OF YEARS AGO WHEN I AGREED 
TO AN ADJUSTMENT TO OUR ORIGINAL TAX PROGRAM 
THAT INCREASED GOVERNMENT REVENUES, AS SOON 
AS I AGREED TO HIGHER TAXES MEMBERS OF 
CONGRESS JUST FORGOT ABOUT THEIR COMMITMENT 
TO REDUCE SPENDING, THAT WAS A BAD 
EXPERIENCE AND I DON'T INTEND TO REPEAT IT, 

THIS ISN'T JUST BEING STUBBORN. 
RAISING TAXES RUNS THE RISK OF KNOCKING THE 
LEGS OUT FROM UNDER ECONOMIC GROWTH. 
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IF THAT HAPPENS, SPENDING WILL BE HIGHER, 
AND TAXES WILL BE HIGHER, WE'LL HAVE THE 
WORST OF BOTH WORLDS, IT IS UP TO US TO 
MAKE CERTAIN THAT NIGHTMARE DOESN'T COME 
TRUE, 

KEEPING OUR COUNTRY SAFE IS ALSO GOING 

- TO BE~ CHALLENGE_jTHERE ARE THOSE IN THIS 
TOWN WHO WOULD DRASTICALLY SLASH THE DEFENSE 
BUDGET, IF FREEDOM HAD NO ADVERSARIES, 
I'D HELP 'EM DO IT, UNFORTUNATELY, THAT IS 
NOT THE CASE, MAINTAINING THE PEACE AND 
KEEPING OUR COUNTRY SECURE IS AN EXPENSIVE 
PROPOSITION/BUT WE CANNOT AFFORD TO DO 
ANYTHING LESS THAN WHAT IS ABSOLUTELY 
NECESSARY, 

AND DON'T LET ANYONE TELL YOU WE ARE 
BEING CAVALIER ABOUT DEFENSE SPENDING, 
I THINK WE CAN BE PROUD OF THE JOB CAP 

WEINBERGER AND THOSE OF YOU WHO WORK FOR 
HIM HAVE DONE IN FERRETING OUT WASTE IN THE 
DEFENSE DEPARTMENT, 
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EVERY TIME I READ ONE OF THOSE HORROR 
STORIES ABOUT $400 HAMMERS AND SUCH, -----
IT BRINGS A SMILE TO MY FACEJ"I KNOW OUR 
PEOPLE ARE HARD AT WORK FINDING THE FLAWS 
AND CORRECTING THEM/- EVEN IF THAT ISN'T 
THE WAY IT IS REPORTED IN THE PRESS, 

ANOTHER MAJOR ISSUE WE WILL FACE THIS 
YEAR WILL BE OUR SUPPORT FOR THOSE BRAVE 
INDIVIDUALS FIGHTING FOR THEIR FREEDOM 
IN PLACES LIKE AFGHANISTAN, ANGOLA, 
AND NICARAGUAJWE OWE IT TO EVERYTHING 

., WE HOLD DEAR AS A PEOPLE/AND TO OUR 
LONG-TERM NATIONAL SECURITY/TO HELP THESE 
COURAGEOUS PEOPLE WIN THEIR FREEDOM, 

WE ARE SENDING THE PEOPLE OF THE THIRD WORLD 
A MESSAGE THAT/IF THEY SIDE WITH DEMOCRACY 
AND TAKE A STAND AGAINST COMMUNISM/ 
THEY ARE NOT ALONE, IF WE CAN'T DO THAT/ -
WE ARE ENCOURAGING DEFEATISM AND INVITING 
AGGRESSION, 



- 7 -

THIS IS ESPECIALLY TRUE IN CENTRAL 

AMERICA ·S N~E SHOULD KID HIMSELF I 

IF IT WEREN'T FOR THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS 
IN NICARAGUA/You CAN BET THAT THE SITUATION 
IN EL SALVADOR AND OTHER CENTRAL AMERICAN 
COUNTRIES WOULD BE FAR DIFFERENT,f LIGHTLY 
ARMED NICARAGUAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS ARE 
STANDING UP AGAINST ONE OF THE BEST EQUIPPED 
ARMIES IN THE HEMISPHERE,/AN ARMY WITH 
SOVIET TANKS AND HELICOPTER GUNSHIPS. 
THE INDIVIDUALS PUTTING THEIR LIVES ON 
THE LINE/TRYING TO RESTORE DEMOCRACY 
TO NICARAGUA/ARE HEROES IN THE TRUEST SENSE 
OF THE WORD ,j THEIR SUCCESS OR FA I LURE WI LL 

- DIRECTLY IMPACT ON OUR SECURITY I AND WE 
SHOULD GIVE THEM MILITARY AID. 

BUT WHATEVER THE GOAL/REMEMBER OUR 
ACE-IN-THE-HOLE IS THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 
AS THOMAS JEFFERSON SAID,~THE GOOD SENSE 
OF THE PEOPLE WILL ALWAYS BE FOUND TO BE THE 
BEST ARMY.~ 
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THOSE OF YOU WHO WILL BE PLAYING THE ROLE ,__ ___ , 
OF SURROGATE DON'T HAVE TO HEDGE. WE'VE GOT 
A GOOD TRACK RECORD AND AN AGENDA FOR THE 
FUTURE. 

-~~-·---'"-1.~-_,_r-e,e....,,, . - . - -,..e:-• -5.£ ·--· --------- -, 

NOW IS THE TIME FOR US TO BE BOLD. 
AS I SAID, WE'VE COME A LONG WAY. IT TAKES 
A WHILE TO LEARN HOW THINGS WORK IN 
WASHINGTON(BUT NOW THAT WE'VE LEARNED) 
WE SHOULD PULL OUT THE STOPS AND MOVE 
FORWARD, FULL STEAM AHEAD. THE FUTURE 

IS IN OUR HANDS. LET's GIVE IT OUR VERY 
BEST. THANK YOU, AND GOD BLESS YOU. 

# # # 



l'he President .bas seen* 

FEBRUARY 3, 1986 
STATEMENT REGARDING FORMATION OF 

PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION ON THE SPACE SHUTTLE 
CHALLENGER'S ACCIDENT __ q, 6 7 6 zz, 5_, 

IT HAS BEEN ALMOST A WEEK SINCE OUR 
NATION AND FAMILY STOOD TOGETHER AS WE 
WATCHED CHALLENGER SLIP BEYOND OUR GRASP. 

~ THE MEMORIES OF THAT MOMENT WILL BE WITH US 
ALWAYS/As WILL THE MEMORIES OF THOSE BRAVE 
AMERICANS WHO WERE ABOARD. 

THE DEATH OF THE ASTRONAUTS & THE 
DESTRUCTION OF THE SPACE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER 
WILL FOREVER BE A REMINDER OF THE RISKS 

'-- INVOLVED WITH SPACE EXPLORATION. fW["WILL 
ALWAYS REMEMBER THE CHALLENGER SEVEN, 

-~=~AS~WE~MO~Y:;E~A;,W~AY_;;.FR~O~M =;T~HA~T~T::E:-RR::I::BL:-:E~DA~Y;/f 

WE MUST DEVOTE OUR ENERGIES TO FINDING OUT 
HOW IT HAPPENED AND HOW IT CAN BE PREVENTED 

~ FROM HAPPENING AGAiifIT IS TIME NOW TO 
ASSEMBLE A GROUP OF DISTINGUISHED AMERICANS 
TO TAKE A HARD LOOK AT THE ACCIDENT/To MAKE 
A CALM AND DELIBERATE ASSESSMENT OF THE 
FACTS AND WAYS TO AVOID REPETITION, 
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I AM TODAY ANNOUNCING THE FORMATION OF 
A PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION ON THE SPACE 
SHUTTLE CHALLENGER's ACCIDENT, 
THE COMMISSION WILL REVIEW THE CIRCUMSTANCES 
SURROUNDING THE ACCIDENT/DETERMINE THE 
PROBABLE CAUSE OR CAUSES/AND DEVELOP 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CORRECTIVE ACTION. 
THIS COMMISSION WILL REPORT BACK TO ME 
WITHIN 120 DAYS, 

WILLIAM P. ROGERS, FORMER SECRETARY OF 
STATE AND FORMER ATTORNEY GENERAL/ 
WILL SERVE AS CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMISSIOo/AND 
NEIL ARMSTRONG,(FORMER ASTRONAUT/ WILL SERVE 
AS ITS VICE-CHAIRMAN,\IN ADDITION, TODAY WE -
ARE ANNOUNCING TEN OF ITS MEMBERS DRAWN FROM 
DISTINGUISHED LEADERS OF THE GOVERNMENT/ 
SCIENTIFIC/TECHNICAL AND MANAGEMENT 
COMMUNITIES. 

THE CREW OF THE CHALLENGER TOOK THE 
RISKS AND PAID THE ULTIMATE PRICE BECAUSE 
THEY BELIEVED IN THE SPACE PROGRAM. 
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THEY WERE EXCITED BY THE MYSTERY OF WHAT 
IS BEYOND THE EARTH AND OF THE LIMITLESS 
POSSIBILITIES OF SPACE EXPLORATIONS, 

- - ----------- ------
THEY KNEW OF THE DANGERS THEY FACED, 
YET DESPITE THOSE DANGERS, THEY CHOSE TO GO 

FORWARD -·-c NOT RELUCTANTLY)-- BUT EAGERLY 
AND WITH A THUMBS-UP, E OWE IT TO THEM 
TO CONDUCT THIS INVESTIGATION SO THAT FUTURE 
SPACE TRAVELLERS CAN APPROACH THE CONQUEST 
OF SPACE WITH CONFIDENC0ND AMERICA CAN GO 
FORWARD WITH ENTHUSIASM AND OPTIMISM WHICH 
HAS MARKED ALL OF OUR GREAT UNDERTAKINGS, 

# # # 

\ ' 
' 



(ELLIOTT/GILDER) 

PRESIDENT'S BACKUP COPY 
STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1986 

• 7.f!o The President has seen -

FEBRUARY 3, 1986 
6:30 P,M, 

3 7 ~16<-t 5 _j 

s rl.--:s(:'.)-~~ 

MR, SPEAKER, MR, PRESIDENT, DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS OF THE 
CONGRESS, HONORED GUESTS, AND FELLOW CITIZENS: THANK YOU FOR 
ALLOWING ME TO DELAY MY ADDRESS UNTIL THIS EVENING, WE PAUSED 
TOGETHER TO MOURN AND HONOR THE VALOR OF OUR SEVEN CHALLENGER 
HEROES, AND 1 HOPE WE ARE NOW READY TO DO WHAT THEY WOULD WANT 
US TO DO -- GO FORWARD AMERICA, REACH FOR THE STARS, WE WILL 
NEVER FORGET THOSE BRAVE SEVEN, BUT WE SHALL GO FORWARD, 

MR, SPEAKER, BEFORE I BEGIN MY PREPARED REMARKS, MAY I POINT 
OUT THAT TONIGHT MARKS THE 10TH AND LAST STATE OF THE UNION 
MESSAGE YOU'VE PRESIDED OVER, ON BEHALF OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, 
I WANT TO SALUTE YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE TO CONGRESS AND COUNTRY. 
HERE's TO YOU, TIP, 

I HAVE COME TO REVIEW WITH YOU THE PROGRESS OF OUR NATION, 
TO SPEAK OF UNFINISHED WORK, AND TO SET OUR SIGHTS ON THE FUTURE, 
I AM PLEASED TO REPORT THE STATE OF OUR UNION IS STRONGER THAN A 
YEAR AGO, AND GROWING STRONGER EACH DAY, TONIGHT, WE LOOK OUT ON 
A RISING AMERICA -- FIRM OF HEART, UNITED IN SPIRIT, POWERFUL IN 
PRIDE AND PATRIOTISM -- AMERICA IS ON THE MOVE! 
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BUT, IT WASN'T LONG AGO THAT WE LOOKED OUT ON A DIFFERENT 

LAND -- LOCKED FACTORY GATES AND LONG GASOLINE LINES, INTOLERABLE 
PRICES AND INTEREST RATES TURNING THE GREATEST COUNTRY ON EARTH 
INTO A LAND OF BROKEN DREAMS. GOVERNMENT GROWING BEYOND OUR 
CONSENT HAD BECOME A LUMBERING GIANT, SLAMMING SHUT THE GATES OF 
OPPORTUNITY, THREATENING TO CRUSH THE VERY ROOTS OF OUR FREEDOM. 

WHAT BROUGHT AMERICA BACK? THE AMERICAN PEOPLE BROUGHT US 
BACK -- WITH QUIET COURAGE AND COMMON SENSE; WITH UNDYING FAITH 
THAT IN THIS NATION UNDER GOD THE FUTURE WILL BE OURS, FOR THE 
FUTURE BELONGS TO THE FREE. 

TONIGHT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE DESERVE OUR THANKS -- FOR 
37 STRAIGHT MONTHS OF ECONOMIC GROWTH; FOR SUNRISE FIRMS AND 
MODERNIZED INDUSTRIES CREATING 9 MILLION NEW JOBS IN 3 YEARS; 
INTEREST RATES CUT IN HALF AND INFLATION FALLING FROM OVER 
12 PERCENT IN 1980 TO UNDER 4 TODAY; AND A MIGHTY RIVER OF GOOD 
WORKS, A RECORD $74 BILLION IN VOLUNTARY GIVING LAST YEAR ALONE. 

DESPITE THE PRESSURES OF OUR MODERN WORLD, FAMILY AND 
COMMUNITY REMAIN THE MORAL CORE OF OUR SOCIETY, GUARDIANS OF OUR 
VALUES AND HOPES FOR THE FUTURE. FAMILY AND COMMUNITY ARE THE 
CO-STARS OF THIS GREAT AMERICAN COMEBACK. THEY ARE WHY WE SAY 
TONIGHT: PRIVATE VALUES MUST BE AT THE HEART OF PUBLIC POLICIES. 
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WHAT IS TRUE FOR FAMILIES IN AMERICA IS TRUE FOR AMERICA IN 

THE FAMILY OF FREE NATIONS, HISTORY IS NO CAPTIVE OF SOME 
INEVITABLE FORCE, HISTORY IS MADE BY MEN AND WOMEN OF VISION AND 
COURAGE, TONIGHT, FREEDOM IS ON THE MARCH, THE UNITED STATES IS 
THE ECONOMIC MIRACLE, THE MODEL TO WHICH THE WORLD ONCE AGAIN 
TURNS, WE STAND FOR AN IDEA WHOSE TIME IS NOW: ONLY BY LIFTING 
THE WEIGHTS FROM THE SHOULDERS OF ALL CAN PEOPLE TRULY PROSPER 
AND CAN PEACE AMONG ALL NATIONS BE SECURE, ~--------- ~------------- -

TEDDY ROOSEVELT SAID A NATION THAT DOES GREAT WORK LIVES 
FOREVER, WE HAVE DONE WELL, BUT WE CANNOT STOP AT FOOTHILLS WHEN 
EVEREST BECKONS, IT IS TIME FOR AMERICA TO BE ALL WE CAN BE, 

WE SPEAK TONIGHT OF AN AGENDA FOR THE FUTURE, AN AGENDA FOR 
A SAFER, MORE SECURE WORLD, WE SPEAK ABOUT THE NECESSITY FOR 
ACTIONS TO STEEL US FOR THE CHALLENGES OF GROWTH, TRADE, AND 
SECURITY IN THE NEXT DECADE AND THE YEAR 2,000, AND WE WILL DO 
IT -- NOT BY BREAKING FAITH WITH BEDROCK PRINCIPLES, BUT BY 
BREAKING FREE FROM FAILED POLICIES, 

LET US BEGIN WHERE STORM CLOUDS LOOM DARKEST -- RIGHT HERE 
IN WASHINGTON, D,C, THIS WEEK, I WILL SEND YOU OUR DETAILED 
PROPOSALS; TONIGHT, LET US SPEAK OF OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO 
REDEFINE GOVERNMENT'S ROLE: NOT TO CONTROL, NOT TO COMMAND, NOT 
TO CONTAIN US; BUT TO HELP IN TIMES OF NEED; ABOVE ALL, TO CREATE 
A LADDER OF OPPORTUNITY TO FULL EMPLOYMENT -- SO ALL AMERICANS 
CAN CLIMB TOWARD ECONOMIC POWER AND JUSTICE ON THEIR OWN, 
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BUT, WE CANNOT WIN THE RACE TO THE FUTURE SHACKLED TO A 

SYSTEM THAT CAN'T EVEN PASS A FEDERAL BUDGET, WE CANNOT WIN THAT 
RACE HELD BACK BY HORSE-AND-BUGGY PROGRAMS THAT WASTE TAX DOLLARS 
AND SQUANDER HUMAN POTENTIAL, WE CANNOT WIN THAT RACE IF WE ARE 
SWAMPED IN A SEA OF RED INK, 

NOW, MR, SPEAKER, YOU KNOW, I KNOW, AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 
KNOW -- THE FEDERAL BUDGET SYSTEM IS BROKEN; IT DOESN'T WORK, 
BEFORE WE LEAVE THIS CITY, LET's YOU AND I WORK TOGETHER TO FIX 
IT -- SO THAT WE CAN FINALLY GIVE THE AMERICAN PEOPLE A BALANCED 
BUDGET, 

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, PASSAGE OF GRAMM-RUDMAN-HOLLINGS GIVES 
US AN HISTORIC OPPORTUNITY TO ACHIEVE WHAT HAS ELUDED OUR 
NATIONAL LEADERSHIP FOR DECADES -- FORCING THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
TO LIVE WITHIN ITS MEANS, 

YOUR SCHEDULE NOW REQUIRES THAT THE BUDGET RESOLUTION BE 
PASSED BY APRIL 15TH -- THE VERY DAY AMERICA'S FAMILIES HAVE TO 
FOOT THE BILL FOR THE BUDGETS YOU PRODUCE, 

HOW OFTEN WE READ OF A HUSBAND AND WIFE -- BOTH WORK ING, 
STRUGGLING FROM PAYCHECK TO PAYCHECK TO RAISE A FAMILY, MEET A 
MORTGAGE, PAY THEIR TAXES AND BILLS, YET, SOME IN CONGRESS SAY 
TAXES MUST BE RAISED, WELL, I'M SORRY, THEY'RE ASKING THE WRONG 
PEOPLE TO TIGHTEN THEIR BELTS. IT's TIME WE REDUCED THE FEDERAL 
BUDGET AND LEFT THE FAMILY BUDGET ALONE, WE DO NOT FACE LARGE 
DEFICITS BECAUSE AMERICAN FAMILIES ARE UNDERTAXED; WE FACE THOSE 
DEFICITS BECAUSE THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OVERSPENDS, 
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THE DETAILED BUDGET WE SUBMIT WILL MEET THE 

GRAMM-RUDMAN-HOLLINGS TARGET FOR DEFICIT REDUCTIONS; MEET OUR 
COMMITMENT TO ENSURE A STRONG NATIONAL DEFENSE; MEET OUR 
COMMITMENT TO PROTECT SOCIAL SECURITY AND THE TRULY LESS 
FORTUNATE; AND, YES, MEET OUR COMMITMENT NOT TO RAISE TAXES, 

-----------
___ # ___ _ 

HOW SHOULD WE ACCOMPLISH THIS? NOT BY TAKING FROM THOSE IN 
NEED, AS FAMILIES TAKE CARE OF THEIR OWN, GOVERNMENT MUST 
PROVIDE SHELTER AND NOURISHMENT FOR THOSE WHO CANNOT PROV IDE FOR 
THEMSELVES, BUT WE MUST REVISE OR REPLACE PROGRAMS ENACTED IN 
THE NAME OF COMPASSION THAT DEGRADE THE MORAL WORTH OF WORK, 
ENCOURAGE FAMILY BREAK-UPS, AND DRIVE ENTIRE COMMUNITIES INTO A 
BLEAK AND HEARTLESS DEPENDENCY, - ----

GRAMM-RUDMAN-HOLLINGS CAN MARK A DRAMATIC IMPROVEMENT, 
BUT EXPERIENCE SHOWS THAT SIMPLY SETTING DEFICIT TARGETS DOES NOT 
ASSURE THEY'LL BE MET, WE MUST PROCEED WITH GRACE COMMISSION 
REFORMS AGAINST WASTE, AND TONIGHT, I ASK YOU TO GIVE ME WHAT 
43 GOVERNORS ALREADY HAVE -- GIVE ME A LINE-ITEM VETO THIS YEAR. 
GIVE ME THE AUTHORITY TO VETO WASTE, AND I'LL TAKE THE 
RESPONSIBILITY, I'LL MAKE THE CUTS, I'LL TAKE THE HEAT, 

THIS AUTHORITY WOULD NOT GIVE ME ANY MONOPOLY POWER, BUT 
SIMPLY PREVENT SPENDING MEASURES FROM SNEAKING THROUGH THAT COULD 
NOT PASS ON THEIR OWN MERIT, AND YOU CAN SUSTAIN, OR OVERRIDE, 
MY VETO -- THAT'S THE WAY THE SYSTEM SHOULD WORK, ONCE WE'VE 
MADE THE HARD CHOICES, WE SHOULD LOCK IN OUR GAINS WITH A 
BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION, 



- 6 - 6 
I MENTIONED THAT WE WILL MEET OUR COMMITMENT TO NATIONAL 

DEFENSE, WE MUST MEET IT, DEFENSE IS NOT JUST ANOTHER BUDGET 
EXPENSE, KEEPING AMERICA STRONG, FREE, AND AT PEACE IS SOLELY 
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT; IT IS GOVERNMENT'S 
PRIME RESPONSIBILITY, WE HAVE DEVOTED 5 YEARS TR 0 NARROW A 
DANGEROUS GAP BORN OF ILLUSION AND NEGLECT, AND WE HAVE MADE 
IMPORTANT GAINS, YET THE THREAT FROM SOVIET FORCES, CONVENTIONAL 
AND STRATEGIC, FROM THE SOVIET DRIVE FOR DOMINATION, FROM THE 
INCREASE IN ESPIONAGE AND STATE TERROR REMAINS GREAT, THIS IS 
REALITY, CLOSING OUR EYES WILL NOT MAKE REALITY DISAPPEAR, 

WE PLEDGED TOGETHER TO HOLD REAL GROWTH IN DEFENSE SPENDING 
TO THE BARE MINIMUM, MY BUDGET HONORS THAT PLEDGE, I AM NOW 
ASKING CONGRESS TO KEEP ITS END OF THE BARGAIN, THE SOVIETS MUST 
KNOW THAT IF AMERICA REDUCES HER DEFENSES, IT WILL BE BECAUSE OF 
A REDUCED THREAT, NOT A REDUCED RESOLVE, 

KEEPING AMERICA STRONG IS AS VITAL TO THE NATIONAL SECURITY, 
AS CONTROLLING FEDERAL SPENDING IS TO OUR ECONOMIC SECURITY, 
BUT, AS I HAVE SAID BEFORE, THE MOST POWERFUL FORCE WE CAN ENLIST 
AGAINST THE FEDERAL DEFICIT IS AN EVER-EXPANDING AMERICAN 
ECONOMY, UNFETTERED AND FREE. 

THE MAGIC OF OPPORTUNITY -- UNRESERVED, UNFAILING, 
UNRESTRAINED -- ISN'T THIS THE CALLING THAT UNITES US? I BELIEVE 
OUR TAX RATE CUTS FOR THE PEOPLE HAVE DONE MORE TO SPUR A SPIRIT 
OF RISK-TAKING AND HELP AMERICA'S ECONOMY BREAK FREE THAN ANY 
PROGRAM SINCE JOHN KENNEDY's TAX CUT ALMOST A QUARTER CENTURY 
AGO. _ ____________________ _ 
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NOW HISTORY CALLS US TO PRESS ON, TO COMPLETE EFFORTS FOR AN 

HISTORIC TAX REFORM PROVIDING NEW OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL AND 
ENSURING THAT ALL PAY THEIR FAIR SHARE -- BUT NO MORE. WE'VE 
COME THIS FAR. WILL YOU JOIN ME NOW AND WE'LL WALK THIS LAST 
MILE TOGETHER? 

- - -~ - ·- - ------ -----
-- - - - - - -

. ---- -­- -·-- - -

YOU KNOW MY VIEWS ON THIS. WE CANNOT AND WE WILL NOT ACCEPT 
TAX REFORM THAT IS A TAX INCREASE IN DISGUISE. TRUE REFORM MUST 
BE AN ENGINE OF PRODUCTIVITY AND GROWTH AND THAT MEANS A TOP 
PERSONAL RATE NO HIGHER THAN 35 PERCENT. TRUE REFORM MUST BE 
TRULY FAIR AND THAT MEANS RAISING PERSONAL EXEMPTIONS TO $2,000. 
TRUE REFORM MEANS A TAX SYSTEM THAT AT LONG LAST IS PRO-FAMILY, 
PRO-JOBS, PRO-FUTURE, AND PRO-AMERICA. 

AS WE KNOCK DOWN THE BARRIERS TO GROWTH, WE MUST REDOUBLE 
OUR EFFORTS FOR FREER AND FAIRER TRADE. WE HAVE ALREADY TAKEN 
ACTIONS TO COUNTER UNFAIR TRADING PRACTICES AND TO PRY OPEN 
CLOSED FOREIGN MARKETS. WE WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO. WE WILL ALSO 
OPPOSE L ION TOUTED AS PROVIDING PROTECTION THAT IN REALITY 
PITS ONE AMERICAN WORKER AGAINST ANOTHER, ONE INDUSTRY AGAINST 
ANOTHER, ONE COMMUNITY AGAINST ANOTHER, AND THAT RAISES PRICES 
FOR US ALL. IF THE UNITED STATES CAN TRADE WITH OTHER NATIONS ON 
A LEVEL PLAYING FIELD, WE CAN OUT-PRODUCE, OUT-COMPETE, 
AND OUT-SELL ANYBODY, ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD. 
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THE CONSTANT EXPANSION OF OUR ECONOMY AND EXPORTS REQUIRES 
A SOUND AND STABLE DOLLAR AT HOME AND RELIABLE EXCHANGE RATES 
AROUND THE WORLD, WE MUST NEVER AGAIN PERMIT WILD CURRENCY 
SWINGS TO CRIPPLE OUR FARMERS AND OTHER EXPORTERS, FARMERS, IN 
PARTICULAR, HAVE SUFFERED FROM PAST, UNWISE GOVERNMENT POLICIES; 
THEY MUST NOT BE ABANDONED WITH PROBLEMS THEY DID NOT CREATE AND __ 

------------ ---------
CANNOT CONTROL_)WE'VE BEGUN COORDINATING ECONOMIC AND MONETARY 
POLICY AMONG OUR MAJOR TRADING PARTNERS. BUT THERE'S MORE TO DO, 
AND TONIGHT I AM DIRECTING TREASURY SECRETARY JIM BAKER TO 
DETERMINE IF THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD SHOULD CONVENE TO DISCUSS 
THE ROLE AND RELATIONSHIP OF OUR CURRENCIES, 

CONFIDENT IN OUR FUTURE, SECURE IN OUR VALUES, AMERICANS ARE 
STRIDING FORWARD TO EMBRACE THE FUTURE, WE SEE IT NOT ONLY IN 
OUR RECOVERY, BUT IN 3 STRAIGHT YEARS OF FALLING CRIME RATES, AS 
FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES BAND TOGETHER TO FIGHT PORNOGRAPHY, 
DRUGS, AND LAWLESSNESS, AND TO GIVE BACK TO THEIR CHILDREN THE 
SAFE AND, YES, INNOCENT CHILDHOODS THEY DESERVE, 

WE SEE IT IN THE RENAISSANCE IN EDUCATION WITH RISING S,A,T, 
SCORES FOR 3 YEARS -- LAST YEAR's INCREASE THE GREATEST SINCE 
1963, IT WASN'T GOVERNMENT AND WASHINGTON LOBBIES THAT TURNED 
EDUCATION AROUND -- IT WAS THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WHO, IN REACHING 
FOR EXCELLENCE, KNEW TO REACH BACK TO BASICS, WE MUST CONTINUE 
THE ADVANCE BY SUPPORTING DISCIPLINE IN OUR SCHOOLS; VOUCHERS 
THAT GIVE PARENTS FREEDOM OF CHOICE; AND WE MUST GIVE BACK TO OUR 
CHILDREN THEIR LOST RIGHT TO ACKNOWLEDGE GOD IN THEIR CLASSROOMS, 
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WE ARE A NATION OF IDEALISTS, YET TODAY THERE IS A WOUND IN 

OUR NATIONAL CONSCIENCE; AMERICA WILL NEVER BE WHOLE AS LONG AS 
THE RIGHT TO LIFE GRANTED BY OUR CREATOR IS DENIED TO THE UNBORN, 
FOR THE REST OF MY TIME, I SHALL DO WHAT I CAN TO SEE THAT THIS 
WOUND IS ONE DAY HEALED. 

::___--- - - - --
--- ----

'--

AS WE WORK TO MAKE THE AMERICAN DREAM REAL FOR ALL, WE MUST 
ALSO LOOK TO THE CONDITION OF AMERICA'S FAMILIES, STRUGGLING 
PARENTS TODAY WORRY HOW THEY WILL PROVIDE THEIR CHILDREN THE 
ADVANTAGES THEIR PARENTS GAVE THE~IN THE WELFARE CULTURE, --­

THE BREAKDOWN OF THE FAMILY, THE MOST BASIC SUPPORT SYSTEM, HAS 
REACHED CRISIS PROPORTIONS -- IN FEMALE AND CHILD POVERTY, CHILD 
ABANDONMENT, HORRIBLE CRIMES AND DETERIORATING SCHOOLS. AFTER 
HUNDREDS OF BILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN POVERTY PROGRAMS, THE PLIGHT 
OF THE POOR GROWS MORE PAINFUL, BUT THE WASTE IN DOLLARS AND 
CENTS PALES BEFORE THE MOST TRAGIC LOSS -- THE SINFUL WASTE OF 
HUMAN SPIRIT AND POTENTIAL. 

WE CAN IGNORE THIS TERRIBLE TRUTH NO LONGER. AS FRANKLIN 
ROOSEVELT WARNED 51 YEARS AGO BEFORE THIS CHAMBER: WELFARE IS 
~ ... A NARCOTIC, A SUBTLE DESTROYER OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT,'1' AND WE_ 

MUST NOW ESCAPE THE SPIDER'S WEB OF DEPENDENcYfioNIGHT, I AM 
CHARGING THE WHITE HOUSE DOMESTIC COUNCIL TO PRESENT ME BY 
DECEMBER 1, 1986, AN EVALUATION OF PROGRAMS AND A STRATEGY FOR 
IMMEDIATE ACTION TO MEET THE FINANCIAL, EDUCATIONAL, SOCIAL, AND 
SAFETY CONCERNS OF POOR FAMILIES -- I AM TALKING ABOUT REAL AND 
LASTING EMANCIPATION, BECAUSE THE SUCCESS OF WELFARE SHOULD BE 
JUDGED BY HOW MANY OF ITS RECIPIENTS BECOME INDEPENDENT OF 
WELFARE. _____________________ _ 

~ 
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FURTHER, AFTER SEEING HOW DEVASTATING ILLNESS CAN DESTROY 

THE FINANCIAL SECURITY OF A FAMILY, I AM DIRECTING SECRETARY OF 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, DR. OTIS BOWEN, TO REPORT TO ME BY 
YEAR-END WITH RECOMMENDATIONS ON HOW THE PRIVATE SECTOR AND 
GOVERNMENT CAN WORK TOGETHER TO ADDRESS THE PROBLEMS OF 
AFFORDABLE INSURANCE FOR THOSE WHOSE LIFE SAVINGS WOULD OTHERWISE 
BE THREATENED WHEN CATASTROPHIC ILLNESS STRIKES. 

TONIGHT, I WANT TO SPEAK DIRECTLY TO AMERICA'S YOUNGER 
GENERATION -- BECAUSE YOU HOLD THE DESTINY OF OUR NATION IN YOUR 
HANDS, WITH ALL THE TEMPTATIONS YOUNG PEOPLE FACE, IT SOMETIMES 
SEEMS THE ALLURE OF THIS PERMISSIVE SOCIETY REQUIRES SUPERHUMAN 
FEATS OF SELF-CONTROL. BUT THE CALL OF THE FUTURE IS TOO STRONG, 
THE CHALLENGE TOO GREAT, TO GET LOST IN THE BLIND ALLEYWAYS OF 
DISSOLUTION, DRUGS, AND DESPAIR. 

--------- --- ---- -------- ---

NEVER HAS THERE BEEN A MORE EXCITING TIME TO BE ALIVE --
A TIME OF ROUSING WONDER AND HEROIC ACHIEVEMENT. AS THEY SAID IN 
THE FILM, BACK TO THE FUTURE: \\HERE WE'RE GOING, WE DON'T NEED 
ROADS.~ 

TODAY, PHYSICISTS PEERING INTO THE INFINITELY SMALL REALMS 
OF SUB-ATOMIC PARTICLES FIND REAFFIRMATIONS OF RELIGIOUS FAITH; 
ASTRONOMERS BUILD A SPACE TELESCOPE THAT CAN SEE TO THE EDGE OF 
THE UNIVERSE AND, POSSIBLY, BACK TO THE MOMENT OF CREATION, 



- 11 - ) I 
SO, YES, THIS NATION REMAINS FULLY COMMITTED TO AMERICA'S 

SPACE PROGRAM. WE ARE GOING FORWARD WITH OUR SHUTTLE FLIGHTS, 
WE ARE GOING FORWARD TO BUILD OUR SPACE STATION. AND WE ARE 
GOING FORWARD WITH RESEARCH ON A NEW ORIENT EXPRESS THAT COULD, 
BY THE END OF THE NEXT DECADE, TAKE OFF FROM DUL-LES AIRPORT AND 
ACCELERATE UP TO 25 TIMES THE SPEED OF SOUND, ATTAINING LOW-EARTH 
ORBIT OR FLYING TO TOKYO WITHIN 2 HOURS, 

AND THE SAME TECHNOLOGY TRANSFORMING OUR LIVES CAN SOLVE THE 
GREATEST PROBLEM OF THE 20TH CENTURY. A SECURITY SHIELD CAN ONE 
DAY RENDER NUCLEAR WEAPONS OBSOLETE AND FREE MANKIND FROM THE 
PRISON OF NUCLEAR TERROR. AMERICA MET ONE HISTORIC CHALLENGE AND 
WENT TO THE MOON. NOW, AMERICA MUST MEET ANOTHER -- TO MAKE OUR 
STRATEGIC DEFENSE REAL FOR THE CITIZENS OF PLANET EARTH. 

LET US SPEAK OF OUR DEEPEST LONGING FOR THE FUTURE --
TO LEAVE OUR CHILDREN A LAND THAT IS FREE AND JUST IN A WORLD AT 
PEACE. IT IS MY HOPE THAT OUR FIRESIDE SUMMIT IN GENEVA AND 
MR. GORBACHEV's UPCOMING VISIT TO AMERICA CAN LEAD TO A MORE 
STABLE RELATIONSHIP. SURELY NO PEOPLE ON EARTH HATE WAR OR LOVE 
PEACE MORE THAN WE AMERICANS. 

BUT WE CANNOT STROLL INTO THE FUTURE WITH CHILD-LIKE FAITH, 
OUR DIFFERENCES WITH A SYSTEM THAT OPENLY PROCLAIMS, AND 
PRACTICES, AN ALLEGED RIGHT TO COMMAND PEOPLE's LIVES AND TO 
EXPORT ITS IDEOLOGY BY FORCE ARE DEEP AND ABIDING. 
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LOGIC AND HISTORY COMPEL US TO ACCEPT THAT OUR RELATIONSHIP 

BE GUIDED BY REALISM -- ROCKHARD, CLEAR-EYED, STEADY, AND SURE, 
OUR NEGOTIATORS IN GENEVA HAVE PROPOSED A RADICAL CUT IN 
OFFENSIVE FORCES BY EACH SIDE, WITH NO CHEATING, THEY HAVE MADE 
CLEAR THAT SOVIET COMPLIANCE WITH THE LETTER AND SPIRIT OF 
AGREEMENTS IS ESSENTIAL, IF THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT WANTS AN 
AGREEMENT THAT TRULY REDUCES NUCLEAR ARMS, THERE WILL BE AN 
AGREEMENT, 

---- - - ------- -- - ---- ---- ----- - ----·-.______ _____ _ _ ---------- --

BUT ARMS CONTROL IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR PEACE, WE KNOW PEACE 
FOLLOWS IN FREEDOM'S PATH AND CONFLICTS ERUPT WHEN THE WILL OF 
THE PEOPLE IS DENIED, SO WE MUST PREPARE FOR PEACE NOT ONLY BY 
REDUCING WEAPONS, BUT BY BOLSTERING PROSPERITY, LIBERTY, AND 
DEMOCRACY HOWEVER AND WHEREVER WE CAN, 

WE ADVANCE THE PROMISE OF OPPORTUNITY EVERY TIME WE SPEAK 
OUT ON BEHALF OF LOWER TAX RATES, FREER MARKETS, AND SOUND 
CURRENCIES AROUND THE WORLD, WE STRENGTHEN THE FAMILY OF FREEDOM 
EVERY TIME WE WORK WITH ALLIES AND COME TO THE AID OF FRIENDS 
UNDER SIEGE, AND WE CAN ENLARGE THE FAMILY OF FREE NATIONS IF WE 
WILL DEFEND THE UNALIENABLE RIGHTS OF ALL GOD's CHILDREN TO 
FOLLOW THEIR DREAMS, 
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TO THOSE IMPRISONED IN REGIMES HELD CAPTIVE, TO THOSE BEATEN 
FOR DARING TO FIGHT FOR FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY -- FOR THEIR RIGHT 
TO WORSHIP, TO SPEAK, TO LIVE AND PROSPER IN THE FAMILY OF FREE 
NATIONS -- WE SAY TO YOU TONIGHT: YOU ARE NOT ALONE FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS, AMERICA WILL SUPPORT WITH MORAL AND MATERIAL 
ASSISTANCE YOUR RIGHT NOT JUST TO FIGHT AND DIE FOR FREEDOM, 
BUT TO FIGHT AND WIN FREEDOM -- IN AFGHANISTAN; ANGOLA; CAMBODIA; 
AND NICARAGUA, 

-------------- --------·- --- -------- ------ ---

THIS IS A GREAT MORAL CHALLENGE FOR THE ENTIRE FREE WORLD, 
SURELY, NO ISSUE IS MORE IMPORTANT FOR PEACE IN OUR OWN 
HEMISPHERE, FOR THE SECURITY OF OUR FRONTIERS, FOR THE PROTECTION 
OF OUR VITAL INTERESTS -- THAN TO ACHIEVE DEMOCRACY IN NICARAGUA 
AND TO PROTECT NICARAGUA'S DEMOCRATIC NEIGHBORS, 

THIS YEAR I WILL BE ASKING CONGRESS FOR THE MEANS TO DO WHAT 
MUST BE DONE FOR THAT GREAT AND GOOD CAUSE, AS SCOOP JACKSON, 
THE INSPIRATION FOR OUR BIPARTISAN COMMISSION ON CENTRAL AMERICA, 
ONCE SAID, \\IN MATTERS OF NATIONAL SECURITY, THE BEST POLITICS IS 
NO POLITICS,# --

WHAT WE ACCOMPLISH THIS YEAR, IN EACH CHALLENGE WE FACE, 
WILL SET OUR COURSE FOR THE BALANCE OF THE DECADE, INDEED FOR THE 
REMAINDER OF THE CENTURY, AFTER ALL WE'VE DONE SO FAR, LET NO 
ONE SAY THIS NATION CANNOT REACH THE DESTINY OF OUR DREAMS, 
AMERICA BELIEVES, AMERICA IS READY, AMERICA CAN WIN THE RACE TO 
THE FUTURE -- AND WE SHALL, 
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THE AMERICAN DREAM IS A SONG OF HOPE THAT RINGS THROUGH THE 

NIGHT WINTER AIR. VIVID, TENDER MUSIC THAT WARMS OUR HEARTS WHEN 
THE LEAST AMONG US ASPIRE TO THE GREATEST THINGS -- TO VENTURE A 
DARING ENTERPRISE; TO UNEARTH NEW BEAUTY IN MUSIC, LITERATURE, 
AND ART; TO DISCOVER A NEW UNIVERSE INSIDE A TINY SILICON CHIP OR 
A SINGLE HUMAN CELL. 

WE SEE THE DREAM COMING TRUE IN THE SPIRIT OF DISCOVERY OF 
RICHARD CAVOLI. ALL HIS LIFE HE HAS BEEN ENTHRALLED BY THE 
MYSTERIES OF MEDICINE AND SCIENCE. RICHARD, WE KNOW THAT THE 
EXPERIMENT YOU BEGAN IN HIGH SCHOOL WAS LAUNCHED AND LOST LAST 
WEEK. YET, YOUR DREAM LIVES, AND AS LONG AS IT IS REAL, WORK OF 
NOBLE NOTE WILL YET BE DONE -- WORK THAT COULD REDUCE THE HARMFUL 
EFFECTS OF X-RAYS ON PATIENTS, AND ENABLE ASTRONOMERS TO VIEW THE 
GOLDEN GATEWAYS OF THE FARTHEST STARS, - -----------------------------

WE SEE THE DREAM GLOW IN THE TOWERING TALENT OF 12-YEAR-OLD 
TYRONE FORD, A CHILD PRODIGY OF GOSPEL MUSIC, HE HAS SURMOUNTED 
PERSONAL ADVERSITY TO BECOME AN ACCOMPLISHED PIANIST AND SINGER, 
HE ALSO DIRECTS THE CHOIRS OF THREE CHURCHES AND HAS PERFORMED AT 
THE KENNEDY CENTER. WITH GOD AS YOUR COMPOSER, TYRONE, YOUR 
MUSIC WILL BE THE MUSIC OF ANGELS, 

WE SEE THE DREAM BEING SAVED BY THE COURAGE OF 13-YEAR-OLD 
SHELBY BUTLER -- HONOR STUDENT AND MEMBER OF HER SCHOOL'S SAFETY 
PATROL, SEEING ANOTHER GIRL FREEZE IN TERROR BEFORE AN 
OUT-OF-CONTROL SCHOOL BUS, SHE RISKED HER LIFE AND PULLED HER TO 
SAFETY, WITH BRAVERY LIKE YOURS, SHELBY, AMERICA NEED NEVER FEAR 
FOR OUR FUTURE. 



----
- 15 - { f) 

AND WE SEE THE DREAM BORN AGAIN IN THE JOYFUL COMPASSION OF 
13-YEAR-OLD TREVOR FERRELL, TWO YEARS AGO, WATCHING MEN AND 
WOMEN BEDDING DOWN IN ABANDONED DOORWAYS, TREVOR LEFT HIS 
SUBURBAN PHILADELPHIA HOME TO BRING BLANKETS AND FOOD TO THE 
HELPLESS AND HOMELESS, NOW, 250 PEOPLE HELP HIM FULFILL HIS 
NIGHTLY VIGIL, TREVOR, YOURS IS THE LIVING SPIRIT OF BROTHERLY 
LOVE, -----------

WOULD THE FOUR OF YOU STAND, [PAUSE] THANK YOU, YOU ARE 
HEROES OF OUR HEARTS, WE LOOK AT YOU AND KNOW IT IS TRUE --
IN THIS LAND OF DREAMS FULFILLED WHERE GREATER DREAMS MAY BE 
IMAGINED, NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE, NO VICTORY IS BEYOND OUR REACH; 
NO GLORY WILL EVER BE TOO GREAT, SO NOW IT IS UP TO US, ALL OF 
US, TO PREPARE AMERICA FOR THAT DAY WHEN OUR WORK WILL PALE 
BEFORE THE GREATNESS OF AMERICA'S CHAMPIONS IN THE 21ST CENTURY, 

THE WORLD'S HOPES REST WITH AMERICA'S FUTURE, AMER ICA's 
HOPES REST WITH US, SO LET US GO FORWARD TO CREATE OUR WORLD OF 
TOMORROW -- IN FAITH, IN UNITY, AND IN LOVE, 

--------- - - -- - -- ------· - - - ----- - --> 

GOD BLESS YOU, AND GOD BLESS AMERICA, 

--- - ------- -- ------- --------- ----- ·- ···-··•-·--------- - - -

# # # 



January 31, 1986 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Attached is a draft of your State of 
the Union Address which has been 
revised to reflect the circumstances 
that have changed due to the delay. 

As you will find, there is a different 
opening, the paragraphs on Speaker 
O'Neill have been shifted, expanded 
lines on space have been added to 
the space plane, and the paragraph on 
the hero whose experiment had been on 
the shuttle has been reworked. In 
addition, there are several other 
minor changes. 

Please consider this copy a draft and 
make whatever changes you may wish. 
Don and your other staff are also 
rereading the speech this weekend. We 
plan to have it finalized Monday night 
with any changes you may wish to make. 

\)Av~! 
David Chew 
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MR. SPEAKER, MR, PRESIDENT, DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS OF THE 
CONGRESS, HONORED GUESTS, AND FELLOW CITIZENS: THANK YOU FOR 
ALLOWING ME TO DELAY MY ADDRESS UNTIL THIS EVENING, IT WAS RIGHT 
THAT WE PAUSE TOGETHER TO MOURN AND HONOR THE VALOR OF OUR 
CHALLENGER SEVEN, AND I HOPE WE WILL HEED WHAT EVERY FAMILY 
MEMBER I SPOKE TO REQUESTED IN THE NAME OF THEIR LOVED ONES: 
CONTINUE THIS PROGRAM -- GO FORWARD AMERICA, REACH FOR THE STARS, 
WE WILL NEVER FORGET THOSE BRAVE SEVEN, BUT WE SHALL GO FORWARD. 

I HAVE COME TO REVIEW WITH YOU THE PROGRESS OF OUR NATION, 
TO SPEAK OF UNFINISHED WORK, AND TO SET OUR SIGHTS ON THE FUTURE. 
I AM PLEASED TO REPORT THE STATE OF OUR UNION IS STRONGER THAN A 
YEAR AGO, AND GROWING STRONGER EACH DAY. TONIGHT, WE LOOK OUT ON 
A RISING AMERICA -- FIRM OF HEART, UNITED IN SPIRIT, POWERFUL IN 
PRIDE AND PATRIOTISM -- AMERICA IS ON THE MOVE! 

BUT, IT WASN'T LONG AGO THAT WE LOOKED OUT ON A DIFFERENT 
LAND -- LOCKED FACTORY GATES AND LONG GASOLINE LINES, INTOLERABLE 
PRICES AND INTEREST RATES TURNING THE GREATEST COUNTRY ON EARTH 
INTO A LAND OF BROKEN DREAMS, GOVERNMENT GROWING BEYOND OUR 
CONSENT HAD BECOME A LUMBERING GIANT, SLAMMING SHUT THE GATES OF 
OPPORTUNITY, THREATENING TO CRUSH THE VERY ROOTS OF OUR FREEDOM, 



- 2 -

WHAT BROUGHT AMERICA BACK? THE AMERICAN PEOPLE BROUGHT US 
BACK -- WITH QUIET COURAGE AND COMMON SENSE; WITH UNDYING FAITH 
THAT IN THIS NATION UNDER GOD THE FUTURE WILL BE OURS, FOR THE 
FUTURE BELONGS TO THE FREE, 

TONIGHT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE DESERVE OUR THANKS -- FOR 
37 STRAIGHT MONTHS OF ECONOMIC GROWTH; FOR SUNRISE FIRMS AND 
MODERNIZED INDUSTRIES CREATING 9 MILLION NEW JOBS IN 3 YEARS; 
INTEREST RATES CUT IN HALF AND INFLATION FALLING FROM OVER 
12 PERCENT IN 1980 TO UNDER 4 TODAY; AND A MIGHTY RIVER OF GOOD 
WORKS, A RECORD $74 BILLION IN VOLUNTARY GIVING LAST YEAR ALONE, 

DESPITE THE PRESSURES OF OUR MODERN WORLD, FAMILY AND 
COMMUNITY REMAIN THE MORAL CORE OF OUR SOCIETY, GUARDIANS OF OUR 
VALUES AND HOPES FOR THE FUTURE, FAMILY AND COMMUNITY ARE THE 
CO-STARS OF THIS GREAT AMERICAN COMEBACK, THEY ARE WHY WE SAY 
TONIGHT: PRIVATE VALUES MUST BE AT THE HEART OF PUBLIC POLICIES, 

WHAT IS TRUE FOR FAMILIES IN AMERICA IS TRUE FOR AMERICA IN 
THE FAMILY OF FREE NATIONS, HISTORY IS NO CAPTIVE OF SOME 
INEVITABLE FORCE, HISTORY IS MADE BY MEN AND WOMEN OF VISION AND 
COURAGE, TONIGHT, FREEDOM IS ON THE MARCH. THE UNITED STATES IS 
THE ECONOMIC MIRACLE, THE MODEL TO WHICH THE WORLD ONCE AGAIN 
TURNS, WE STAND FOR AN IDEA WHOSE TIME IS NOW: ONLY BY LIFTING 
THE WEIGHTS FROM THE SHOULDERS OF ALL CAN PEOPLE TRULY PROSPER 
AND CAN PEACE AMONG ALL NATIONS BE SECURE, 
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TEDDY ROOSEVELT SAID A NATION THAT DOES GREAT WORK LIVES 
FOREVER, WE HAVE DONE WELL, BUT WE CANNOT STOP AT FOOTHILLS WHEN 
EVEREST BECKONS. IT IS TIME FOR AMERICA TO BE ALL WE CAN BE, 

WE SPEAK TONIGHT OF AN AGENDA FOR THE FUTURE, AN AGENDA FOR 
A SAFER, MORE SECURE WORLD, WE SPEAK ABOUT THE NECESSITY FOR 
ACTIONS TO STEEL US FOR THE CHALLENGES OF GROWTH, TRADE, AND 
SECURITY IN THE NEXT DECADE AND THE YEAR 2,000, AND WE WILL DO 
IT -- NOT BY BREAKING FAITH WITH BEDROCK PRINCIPLES, BUT BY 
BREAKING FREE FROM FAILED POLICIES, 

LET US BEGIN WHERE STORM CLOUDS LOOM DARKEST -- RIGHT HERE 
IN WASHINGTON, D,C, TOMORROW, I WILL SEND YOU OUR DETAILED 
PROPOSALSi TONIGHT, LET US SPEAK OF OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO 
REDEFINE GOVERNMENT'S ROLE: NOT TO CONTROL, NOT TO COMMAND, NOT 
TO CONTAIN USi BUT TO HELP IN TIMES OF NEEDi ABOVE ALL, TO CREATE 
A LADDER OF OPPORTUNITY TO FULL EMPLOYMENT -- SO ALL AMERICANS 
CAN CLIMB TOWARD ECONOMIC POWER AND JUSTICE ON THEIR OWN, 

BUT, WE CANNOT WIN THE RACE TO THE FUTURE SHACKLED TO A 
SYSTEM THAT CAN'T EVEN PASS A FEDERAL BUDGET, WE CANNOT WIN THAT 
RACE HELD BACK BY HORSE-AND-BUGGY PROGRAMS THAT WASTE TAX DOLLARS 
AND SQUANDER HUMAN POTENTIAL. WE CANNOT WIN THAT RACE IF WE ARE 
SWAMPED IN A SEA OF RED INK, 

MR. SPEAKER, TONIGHT MARKS YOUR 10TH AND LAST STATE OF THE 
UNION MESSAGE. ON BEHALF OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, I WANT TO 
SALUTE YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE TO CONGRESS AND COUNTRY. HERE's TO 
YOU, TIP. 
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NOW, MR. SPEAKER, YOU KNOW, I KNOW, AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 
KNOW -- THE BUDGET SYSTEM IS BROKEN; IT DOESN'T WORK. BEFORE WE 
LEAVE THIS CITY, LET's YOU AND I WORK TOGETHER TO FIX IT -- SO 
THAT WE CAN FINALLY GIVE THE AMERICAN PEOPLE A BALANCED BUDGET. 

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, PASSAGE OF GRAMM-RUDMAN-HOLLINGS GIVES 
US AN HISTORIC OPPORTUNITY TO ACHIEVE WHAT HAS ELUDED OUR 
NATIONAL LEADERSHIP FOR DECADES -- FORCING THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
TO LIVE WITHIN ITS MEANS, 

YOUR SCHEDULE NOW REQUIRES THAT THE BUDGET RESOLUTION BE 
PASSED BY APRIL 15TH -- THE VERY DAY AMERICA'S FAMILIES HAVE TO 
FOOT THE BILL FOR THE BUDGETS YOU PRODUCE, 

HOW OFTEN WE READ OF A HUSBAND AND WIFE -- BOTH WORKING, 
STRUGGLING FROM PAYCHECK TO PAYCHECK TO RAISE A FAMILY, MEET A 
MORTGAGE, PAY THEIR TAXES AND BILLS, YET, SOME IN CONGRESS SAY 
TAXES MUST BE RAISED. WELL, I'M SORRY, THEY'RE ASKING THE WRONG 
PEOPLE TO TIGHTEN THEIR BELTS. IT's TIME WE REDUCED THE FEDERAL 
BUDGET AND LEFT THE FAMILY BUDGET ALONE, WE DO NOT FACE LARGE 
DEFICITS BECAUSE AMERICAN FAMILIES ARE UNDERTAXED; WE FACE THOSE 
DEFICITS BECAUSE THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OVERSPENDS. 

THE DETAILED BUDGET WE SUBMIT WILL MEET THE 
GRAMM-RUDMAN-HOLLINGS TARGET FOR DEFICIT REDUCTIONS; MEET OUR 
COMMITMENT TO ENSURE A STRONG NATIONAL DEFENSE; MEET OUR 
COMMITMENT TO PROTECT SOCIAL SECURITY AND THE TRULY LESS 
FORTUNATE; AND, YES, MEET OUR COMMITMENT NOT TO RAISE TAXES, 
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HOW SHOULD WE ACCOMPLISH THIS? NOT BY TAKING FROM THOSE IN 
NEED. AS FAMILIES TAKE CARE OF THEIR OWN, GOVERNMENT MUST 
PROVIDE SHELTER AND NOURISHMENT FOR THOSE WHO CANNOT PROVIDE FOR 
THEMSELVES, BUT WE MUST REVISE OR REPLACE PROGRAMS ENACTED IN 
THE NAME OF COMPASSION THAT DEGRADE THE MORAL WORTH OF WORK, 
ENCOURAGE FAMILY BREAK-UPS, AND DRIVE ENTIRE COMMUNITIES INTO A 
BLEAK AND HEARTLESS DEPENDENCY. 

GRAMM-RUDMAN-HOLLINGS CAN MARK A DRAMATIC IMPROVEMENT. 
BUT EXP~RIENCE SHOWS THAT SIMPLY SETTING DEFICIT TARGETS DOES NOT 
ASSURE THEY'LL BE MET. WE MUST PROCEED WITH GRACE COMMISSION 
REFORMS AGAINST WASTE. AND TONIGHT, I ASK YOU TO GIVE ME WHAT 
43 GOVERNORS ALREADY HAVE -- GIVE ME A LINE-ITEM VETO THIS YEAR. 
GIVE ME THE AUTHORITY TO VETO WASTE, AND I'LL TAKE THE 
RESPONSIBILITY, I'LL MAKE THE CUTS, I'LL TAKE THE HEAT. 

THIS AUTHORITY WOULD NOT GIVE ME ANY MONOPOLY POWER, BUT 
SIMPLY PREVENT SPENDING MEASURES FROM SNEAKING THROUGH THAT COULD 
NOT PASS ON THEIR OWN MERIT. AND YOU CAN SUSTAIN, OR OVERRIDE, 
MY VETO -- THAT's THE WAY THE SYSTEM SHOULD WORK. ONCE WE'VE 
MADE THE HARD CHOICES, WE SHOULD LOCK IN OUR GAINS WITH A 
BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION, 
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I MENTIONED THAT WE WILL MEET OUR COMMITMENT TO NATIONAL 
DEFENSE, WE MUST MEET IT, DEFENSE IS NOT JUST ANOTHER BUDGET 
EXPENSE, KEEPING AMERICA STRONG, FREE, AND AT PEACE IS SOLELY 
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT; IT IS GOVERNMENT'S 
PRIME RESPONSIBILITY, WE HAVE DEVOTED 5 YEARS TRYING TO NARROW A 
DANGEROUS GAP BORN OF ILLUSION AND NEGLECT, AND WE HAVE MADE 
IMPORTANT GAINS, YET THE THREAT FROM SOVIET FORCES, CONVENTIONAL 
AND STRATEGIC, FROM THE SOVIET DRIVE FOR DOMINATION, FROM THE 
INCREASE IN ESPIONAGE AND STATE TERROR REMAINS GREAT, THIS IS 
REALITY. CLOSING OUR EYES WILL NOT MAKE REALITY DISAPPEAR, 

WE PLEDGED TOGETHER TO HOLD REAL GROWTH IN DEFENSE SPENDING 
TO THE BARE MINIMUM, MY BUDGET HONORS THAT PLEDGE, I AM NOW 
ASKING CONGRESS TO KEEP ITS END OF THE BARGAIN, THE SOVIETS MUST 
KNOW THAT IF AMERICA REDUCES HER DEFENSES, IT WILL BE BECAUSE OF 
A REDUCED THREAT, NOT A REDUCED RESOLVE, 

KEEPING AMERICA STRONG IS AS VITAL TO THE NATIONAL SECURITY, 
AS CONTROLLING FEDERAL SPENDING IS TO OUR ECONOMIC SECURITY, 
BUT, AS I HAVE SAID BEFORE, THE MOST POWERFUL FORCE WE CAN ENLIST 
AGAINST THE FEDERAL DEFICIT IS AN EVER-EXPANDING AMERICAN 
ECONOMY, UNFETTERED AND FREE. 

THE MAGIC OF OPPORTUNITY -- UNRESERVED, UNFAILING, 
UNRESTRAINED -- ISN'T THIS THE CALLING THAT UNITES US? I BELIEVE 
OUR TAX RATE CUTS FOR THE PEOPLE HAVE DONE MORE TO SPUR A SPIRIT 
OF RISK-TAKING AND HELP AMERICA's ECONOMY BREAK FREE THAN ANY 
PROGRAM SINCE JOHN KENNEDY'S TAX CUT ALMOST A QUARTER CENTURY 
AGO, 
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NOW HISTORY CALLS US TO PRESS ON, TO COMPLETE EFFORTS FOR AN 
HISTORIC TAX REFORM PROVIDING NEW OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL AND 
ENSURING THAT ALL PAY THEIR FAIR SHARE -- BUT NO MORE, WE'VE 
COME THIS FAR, WILL YOU JOIN ME NOW AND WE'LL WALK THIS LAST 
MILE TOGETHER? 

YOU KNOW MY VIEWS ON THIS, WE CANNOT AND WE WILL NOT ACCEPT 
TAX REFORM THAT IS A TAX INCREASE IN DISGUISE, TRUE REFORM MUST 
BE AN ENGINE OF PRODUCTIVITY AND GROWTH AND THAT MEANS A TOP 
PERSONAL RATE NO HIGHER THAN 35 PERCENT, TRUE REFORM MUST BE 
TRULY FAIR AND THAT MEANS RAISING PERSONAL EXEMPTIONS TO $2,000, 
TRUE REFORM MEANS A TAX SYSTEM THAT AT LONG LAST IS PRO-FAMILY, 
PRO-JOBS, PRO-FUTURE, AND PRO-AMERICA, 

AS WE KNOCK DOWN THE BARRIERS TO GROWTH, WE MUST REDOUBLE 
OUR EFFORTS FOR FREER AND FAIRER TRADE, WE HAVE ALREADY TAKEN 
ACTIONS TO COUNTER UNFAIR TRADING PRACTICES AND TO PRY OPEN 
CLOSED FOREIGN MARKETS, WE WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO, WE WILL ALSO 
OPPOSE LEGISLATION TOUTED AS PROVIDING PROTECTION THAT IN REALITY 
PITS ONE AMERICAN WORKER AGAINST ANOTHER, ONE INDUSTRY AGAINST 
ANOTHER, ONE COMMUNITY AGAINST ANOTHER, AND THAT RAISES PRICES 
FOR US ALL. IF THE UNITED STATES CAN TRADE WITH OTHER NATIONS ON 
A LEVEL PLAYING FIELD, WE CAN OUT-PRODUCE, OUT-COMPETE, 
AND OUT-SELL ANYBODY, ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD, 
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THE CONSTANT EXPANSION OF OUR ECONOMY AND EXPORTS REQUIRES 
A SOUND AND STABLE DOLLAR AT HOME AND RELIABLE EXCHANGE RATES 
AROUND THE WORLD, WE MUST NEVER AGAIN PERMIT WILD CURRENCY 
SWINGS TO CRIPPLE OUR FARMERS AND OTHER EXPORTERS, FARMERS, IN 
PARTICULAR, HAVE SUFFERED FROM PAST, UNWISE GOVERNMENT POLICIES; 
THEY MUST NOT BE ABANDONED WITH PROBLEMS THEY DID NOT CREATE AND 
CANNOT CONTROL, WE'VE BEGUN COORDINATING ECONOMIC AND MONETARY 
POLICY AMONG OUR MAJOR TRADING PARTNERS, BUT THERE'S MORE TO DO, 
AND TONIGHT I AM DIRECTING TREASURY SECRETARY JIM BAKER TO 
DETERMINE IF THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD SHOULD CONVENE TO DISCUSS 
THE ROLE AND RELATIONSHIP OF OUR CURRENCIES, 

CONFIDENT IN OUR FUTURE, SECURE IN OUR VALUES, AMERICANS ARE 
STRIDING FORWARD TO EMBRACE THE FUTURE, WE SEE IT NOT ONLY IN 
OUR RECOVERY, BUT IN 3 STRAIGHT YEARS OF FALLING CRIME RATES, AS 
FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES BAND TOGETHER TO FIGHT PORNOGRAPHY, 
DRUGS, AND LAWLESSNESS, AND TO GIVE BACK TO THEIR CHILDREN THE 
SAFE AND, YES, INNOCENT CHILDHOODS THEY DESERVE. 

WE SEE IT IN THE RENAISSANCE IN EDUCATION WITH RISING S,A,T. 
SCORES FOR 3 YEARS -- LAST YEAR'S INCREASE THE GREATEST SINCE 
1963, IT WASN'T GOVERNMENT AND WASHINGTON LOBBIES THAT TURNED 
EDUCATION AROUND -- IT WAS THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WHO, IN REACHING 
FOR EXCELLENCE, KNEW TO REACH BACK TO BASICS, WE MUST CONTINUE 
THE ADVANCE BY SUPPORTING DISCIPLINE IN OUR SCHOOLS; VOUCHERS 
THAT GIVE PARENTS FREEDOM OF CHOICE; AND WE MUST GIVE BACK TO OUR 
CHILDREN THEIR LOST RIGHT TO ACKNOWLEDGE GOD IN THEIR CLASSROOMS, 
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WE ARE A NATION OF IDEALISTS, YET TODAY THERE IS A WOUND IN 
OUR NATIONAL CONSCIENCE; AMERICA WILL NEVER BE WHOLE AS LONG AS 
THE RIGHT TO LIFE GRANTED BY OUR CREATOR IS DENIED TO THE UNBORN, 
FOR THE REST OF MY TIME, I SHALL DO WHAT I CAN TO SEE THAT THIS 
WOUND IS ONE DAY HEALED, 

AS WE WORK TO MAKE THE AMERICAN DREAM REAL FOR ALL, WE MUST 
ALSO LOOK TO THE CONDITION OF AMERICA's FAMILIES, STRUGGLING 
PARENTS TODAY WORRY HOW THEY WILL PROVIDE THEIR CHILDREN THE 
ADVANTAGES THEIR PARENTS GAVE THEM, IN THE WELFARE CULTURE, 
THE BREAKDOWN OF THE FAMILY, THE MOST BASIC SUPPORT SYSTEM, HAS 
REACHED CRISIS PROPORTIONS -- IN FEMALE AND CHILD POVERTY, CHILD 
ABANDONMENT, HORRIBLE CRIMES AND DETERIORATING SCHOOLS, AFTER 
HUNDREDS OF BILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN POVERTY PROGRAMS, THE PLIGHT 
OF THE POOR GROWS MORE PAINFUL. BUT THE WASTE IN DOLLARS AND 
CENTS PALES BEFORE THE MOST TRAGIC LOSS -- THE SINFUL WASTE OF 
HUMAN SPIRIT AND POTENTIAL. 

WE CAN IGNORE THIS TERRIBLE TRUTH NO LONGER. AS FRANKLIN 
ROOSEVELT WARNED 51 YEARS AGO BEFORE THIS CHAMBER: WELFARE IS 
",,,A NARCOTIC, A SUBTLE DESTROYER OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT." AND WE 
MUST NOW ESCAPE THE SPIDER'S WEB OF DEPENDENCY, TONIGHT, I AM 
CHARGING THE WHITE HOUSE DOMESTIC COUNCIL TO PRESENT ME BY 
DECEMBER 1, 1986, AN EVALUATION OF PROGRAMS AND A STRATEGY FOR 
IMMEDIATE ACTION TO MEET THE FINANCIAL, EDUCATIONAL, SOCIAL, AND 
SAFETY CONCERNS OF POOR FAMILIES -- I AM TALKING ABOUT REAL AND 
LASTING EMANCIPATION, BECAUSE THE SUCCESS OF WELFARE SHOULD BE 
JUDGED BY HOW MANY OF ITS RECIPIENTS BECOME INDEPENDENT OF 
WELFARE, 
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FURTHER, AFTER SEEING HOW DEVASTATING ILLNESS CAN DESTROY 
THE FINANCIAL SECURITY OF A FAMILY, I AM DIRECTING SECRETARY OF 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, DR, OTIS BOWEN, TO REPORT TO ME BY 

YEAR-END WITH RECOMMENDATIONS ON HOW THE PRIVATE SECTOR AND 
GOVERNMENT CAN WORK TOGETHER TO ADDRESS THE PROBLEMS OF 
AFFORDABLE INSURANCE FOR THOSE WHOSE LIFE SAVINGS WOULD OTHERWISE 
BE THREATENED WHEN CATASTROPHIC ILLNESS STRIKES, 

TONIGHT, I WANT TO SPEAK DIRECTLY TO AMERICA'S YOUNGER 
GENERATION -- BECAUSE YOU HOLD THE DESTINY OF OUR NATION IN YOUR 
HANDS, WITH ALL THE TEMPTATIONS YOUNG PEOPLE FACE, IT SOMETIMES 
SEEMS THE ALLURE OF THIS PERMISSIVE SOCIETY REQUIRES SUPERHUMAN 
FEATS OF SELF-CONTROL, BUT THE CALL OF THE FUTURE IS TOO STRONG, 
THE CHALLENGE TOO GREAT, TO GET LOST IN THE BLIND ALLEYWAYS OF 
DISSOLUTION, DRUGS, AND DESPAIR, 

NEVER HAS THERE BEEN A MORE EXCITING TIME TO BE ALIVE --
A TIME OF ROUSING WONDER AND HEROIC ACHIEVEMENT, AS THEY SAID IN 
THE FILM, BACK TO THE FUTURE: "WHERE WE'RE GOING, WE DON'T NEED 
ROADS," 

TODAY, PHYSICISTS PEERING INTO THE INFINITELY SMALL REALMS 
OF SUB-ATOMIC PARTICLES FIND REAFFIRMATIONS OF RELIGIOUS FAITH; 
ASTRONOMERS BUILD A SPACE TELESCOPE THAT CAN SEE TO THE EDGE OF 
THE UNIVERSE AND, POSSIBLY, BACK TO THE MOMENT OF CREATION, 
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SO, YES, THIS NATION REMAINS FULLY COMMITTED TO AMERICA'S 
SPACE PROGRAM, WE ARE GOING FORWARD WITH OUR SHUTTLE FLIGHTS, 
WE ARE GOING FORWARD TO BUILD OUR SPACE STATION, AND WE ARE 
GOING FORWARD WITH RESEARCH ON A NEW ORIENT EXPRESS THAT WILL, BY 
THE END OF THE NEXT DECADE, BE ABLE TO TAKE OFF FROM DULLES 
AIRPORT, ACCELERATE TO 25 TIMES THE SPEED OF SOUND, FLY IN 
LOW-EARTH ORBIT, AND LAND IN TOKYO WITHIN 2 HOURS. 

AND THE SAME TECHNOLOGY TRANSFORMING OUR LIVES CAN SOLVE THE 
GREATEST PROBLEM OF THE 20TH CENTURY. A SECURITY SHIELD CAN ONE 
DAY RENDER NUCLEAR WEAPONS OBSOLETE AND FREE MANKIND FROM THE 
PRISON OF NUCLEAR TERROR, AMERICA MET ONE HISTORIC CHALLENGE AND 
WENT TO THE MOON, NOW, AMERICA MUST MEET ANOTHER -- TO MAKE OUR 
STRATEGIC DEFENSE REAL FOR THE CITIZENS OF PLANET EARTH, 

LET US SPEAK OF OUR DEEPEST LONGING FOR THE FUTURE --
TO LEAVE OUR CHILDREN A LAND THAT IS FREE AND JUST IN A WORLD AT 
PEACE, IT IS MY HOPE THAT OUR FIRESIDE SUMMIT IN GENEVA AND 
MR, GORBACHEV's UPCOMING VISIT TO AMERICA CAN LEAD TO A MORE 
STABLE RELATIONSHIP. SURELY NO PEOPLE ON EARTH HATE WAR OR LOVE 
PEACE MORE THAN WE AMERICANS, 

BUT WE CANNOT STROLL INTO THE FUTURE WITH CHILD-LIKE FAITH, 
OUR DIFFERENCES WITH A SYSTEM THAT OPENLY PROCLAIMS, AND 
PRACTICES, AN ALLEGED RIGHT TO COMMAND PEOPLE'S LIVES AND TO 
EXPORT ITS IDEOLOGY BY FORCE ARE DEEP AND ABIDING. 
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LOGIC AND HISTORY COMPEL US TO ACCEPT THAT OUR RELATIONSHIP 
BE GUIDED BY REALISM -- ROCKHARD, CLEAR-EYED, STEADY, AND SURE, 
OUR NEGOTIATORS IN GENEVA HAVE PROPOSED A RADICAL CUT IN 
OFFENSIVE FORCES BY EACH SIDE, WITH NO CHEATING, THEY HAVE MADE 
CLEAR THAT SOVIET COMPLIANCE WITH THE LETTER AND SPIRIT OF 
AGREEMENTS IS ESSENTIAL. IF THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT WANTS AN 
AGREEMENT THAT TRULY REDUCES NUCLEAR ARMS, THERE WILL BE AN 
AGREEMENT, 

BUT ARMS CONTROL IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR PEACE, WE KNOW PEACE 
FOLLOWS IN FREEDOM'S PATH AND CONFLICTS ERUPT WHEN THE WILL OF 
THE PEOPLE IS DENIED. SO WE MUST PREPARE FOR PEACE NOT ONLY BY 
REDUCING WEAPONS, BUT BY BOLSTERING PROSPERITY, LIBERTY, AND 
DEMOCRACY HOWEVER AND WHEREVER WE CAN. 

WE ADVANCE THE PROMISE OF OPPORTUNITY EVERY TIME WE SPEAK 
OUT ON BEHALF OF LOWER TAX RATES, FREER MARKETS, AND SOUND 
CURRENCIES AROUND THE WORLD, WE STRENGTHEN THE FAMILY OF FREEDOM 
EVERY TIME WE WORK WITH ALLIES AND COME TO THE AID OF FRIENDS 
UNDER SEIGE, AND WE CAN ENLARGE THE FAMILY OF FREE NATIONS IF WE 
WILL DEFEND THE UNALIENABLE RIGHTS OF ALL GOD's CHILDREN TO 
FOLLOW THEIR DREAMS. 
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TO THOSE IMPRISONED IN REGIMES HELD CAPTIVE, TO THOSE BEATEN 
FOR DARING TO FIGHT FOR FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY -- FOR THEIR RIGHT 
TO WORSHIP, TO SPEAK, TO LIVE AND PROSPER IN THE FAMILY OF FREE 
NATIONS -- WE SAY TO YOU TONIGHT: YOU ARE NOT ALONE FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS, AMERICA WILL SUPPORT WITH MORAL AND MATERIAL 
ASSISTANCE YOUR RIGHT NOT JUST TO FIGHT AND DIE FOR FREEDOM, 
BUT TO FIGHT AND WIN FREEDOM -- IN AFGHANISTAN; ANGOLA; CAMBODIA; 
AND NICARAGUA, 

THIS IS A GREAT MORAL CHALLENGE FOR THE ENTIRE FREE WORLD, 
SURELY, NO ISSUE IS MORE IMPORTANT FOR PEACE IN OUR OWN 
HEMISPHERE, FOR THE SECURITY OF OUR FRONTIERS, FOR THE PROTECTION 
OF OUR VITAL INTERESTS -- THAN TO ACHIEVE DEMOCRACY IN NICARAGUA, 

THIS YEAR I WILL BE ASKING CONGRESS FOR THE MEANS TO DO WHAT 
MUST BE DONE FOR THAT GREAT AND GOOD CAUSE. AS SCOOP JACKSON, 
THE INSPIRATION FOR OUR BIPARTISAN COMMISSION ON CENTRAL AMERICA, 
ONCE SAID, "IN MATTERS OF NATIONAL SECURITY, THE BEST POLITICS IS 
NO POLITICS." 

WHAT WE ACCOMPLISH THIS YEAR, IN EACH CHALLENGE WE FACE, 
WILL SET OUR COURSE FOR THE BALANCE OF THE DECADE, INDEED FOR THE 
REMAINDER OF THE CENTURY. AFTER ALL WE'VE DONE SO FAR, LET NO 
ONE SAY THIS NATION CANNOT REACH THE DESTINY OF OUR DREAMS. 
AMERICA BELIEVES, AMERICA IS READY, AMERICA CAN WIN THE RACE TO 
THE FUTURE -- AND WE SHALL, 
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THE AMERICAN DREAM IS A SONG OF HOPE THAT RINGS THROUGH THE 
NIGHT WINTER AIR. VIVID, TENDER MUSIC THAT WARMS OUR HEARTS WHEN 
THE LEAST AMONG US ASPIRE TO THE GREATEST THINGS -- TO VENTURE A 
DARING ENTERPRISE; TO UNEARTH NEW BEAUTY IN MUSIC, LITERATURE, 
AND ART; TO DISCOVER A NEW UNIVERSE INSIDE A TINY SILICON CHIP OR 
A SINGLE HUMAN CELL, 

WE SEE THE DREAM COMING TRUE IN THE SPIRIT OF DISCOVERY OF 
21-YEAR-OLD RICHARD CAVOLI. ALL HIS LIFE HE HAS BEEN ENTHRALLED 
BY THE MYSTERIES OF MEDICINE AND SCIENCE. RICHARD, WE KNOW THAT 
THE EXPERIMENT YOU BEGAN IN HIGH SCHOOL WAS LAUNCHED AND LOST 
LAST WEEK, YET, YOUR DREAM LIVES. AND AS LONG AS IT IS REAL, 
WORK OF NOBLE NOTE WILL YET BE DONE -- WORK THAT COULD REDUCE THE 
HARMFUL EFFECTS OF X-RAYS ON PATIENTS, AND ENABLE ASTRONOMERS TO 
VIEW THE GOLDEN GATEWAYS OF THE FARTHEST STARS, 

WE SEE THE DREAM GLOW IN THE TOWERING TALENT OF 12-YEAR-OLD 
TYRONE FORD. A CHILD PRODIGY OF GOSPEL MUSIC, HE HAS SURMOUNTED 
PERSONAL ADVERSITY TO BECOME AN ACCOMPLISHED PIANIST AND SINGER. 
HE ALSO DIRECTS THE CHOIRS OF THREE CHURCHES AND HAS PERFORMED AT 
THE KENNEDY CENTER. WITH GOD AS YOUR COMPOSER, TYRONE, YOUR 
MUSIC WILL BE THE MUSIC OF ANGELS. 

WE SEE THE DREAM BEING SAVED BY THE COURAGE OF 13-YEAR-OLD 
SHELBY BUTLER -- HONOR STUDENT AND MEMBER OF HER SCHOOL'S SAFETY 
PATROL. SEEING ANOTHER GIRL FREEZE IN TERROR BEFORE AN 
OUT-OF-CONTROL SCHOOL BUS, SHE RISKED HER LIFE AND PULLED HER TO 
SAFETY. WITH BRAVERY LIKE YOURS, SHELBY, AMERICA NEED NEVER FEAR 
FOR OUR FUTURE, 
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AND WE SEE THE DREAM BORN AGAIN IN THE JOYFUL COMPASSION OF 
13-YEAR-OLD TREVOR FERRELL, TWO YEARS AGO, WATCHING MEN AND 
WOMEN BEDDING DOWN IN ABANDONED DOORWAYS, TREVOR LEFT HIS 
SUBURBAN PHILADELPHIA HOME TO BRING BLANKETS AND FOOD TO THE 
HELPLESS AND HOMELESS. NOW, 250 PEOPLE HELP HIM FULFILL HIS 
NIGHTLY VIGIL, TREVOR, YOURS IS THE LIVING SPIRIT OF BROTHERLY 
LOVE, 

-n't- 'f d r.:: ya rJ 
WOULD ~L STAND. YOU ARE HEROES OF OUR HEARTS, 

WE LOOK AT YOU AND KNOW IT IS TRUE -- IN THIS LAND OF DREAMS 
FULFILLED WHERE GREATER DREAMS MAY BE IMAGINED, NOTHING IS 
IMPOSSIBLE, NO VICTORY IS BEYOND OUR REACH; NO GLORY WILL EYER 
BE TOO GREAT, SO NOW IT IS UP TO US, ALL OF US, TO PREPARE 
AMERICA FOR THAT DAY WHEN OUR WORK WILL PALE BEFORE THE GREATNESS 
OF AMERICA'S CHAMPIONS IN THE 21ST CENTURY, 

THE WORLD's HOPES REST WITH AMERICA'S FUTURE. AMERICA's 
HOPES REST WITH US, SO LET US GO FORWARD TO CREATE OUR WORLD OF 
TOMORROW -- IN FAITH, IN UNITY, AND IN LOVE. 

GOD BLESS YOU, AND GOD BLESS AMERICA. 

# # # 


