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November 1, 1986

MR. PRESIDENT:

Attached for your approval is S. 2948 --
Posthumous Promotion of Lt. Col. Ellison S.
Onizuka.

OMB, the Defense Department, the Offices of
Legislative Affairs, Intergovernmental
Affairs, Policy Development, the Counsel, and
the National Security Council recommend
approval. NASA has no objection.

10

David L. Chew

LAST DAY FOR ACTION: November 1l1lth




(,0‘”%‘K£EUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
' W gg\% OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

B A\ S . WASHINGTON, D.C. 20803
T Xﬁ»(gﬁﬁ)

g . 0CT 30 1986 AT Y

The Pregsident hag seen

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill-s. 2948 = Posthumous Promotion of

Lt. Col. Ellison
Sponsors - Sens, Matsunaga (D) and Inouye (D), Hawaii

Last Day for Action

November 11, 1986 - Tuesday

Purgose

Authorizes the President to Promote Lt. Col. Ellison s,
Onizuka posthumously.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval

Department of Defense Approval
National Aeronautiecs ang
Space Administration No objection
Discussion

S. 2948, which passed both Housas by voice vote, authorizes
the President to promote the late Air Force Lt. Col. Ellison 8,
Onizuka to the rank of Colonel. He was one of two military men
on the Challengar Spacecraft that exploded on January 28, 1986,

S5, 2948 specifies that no increase in compensation or
benefits based on Lt., col. Onizuka’s military service isg to
result from the posthumous promotion,

Under Presidential astronaut promotion pelicy, only cne
promotion is allowegd through the grade of Colenel for an
astronaut’s first space mission. Further promotions are granted
only if the astronaut lands on extraterrestrial bodies in
subsequent missions. [Lt. Col. Onizuka had been promoted to his
current grade for a previous space mission flown in February
1985, and would not have been entitled to another promotion if
he had survived the Challenger disaster.

In its report to the Senate Armed Services Committee on
a predecessor bill to §. 2948, the Air Force supported
Lt. Col. Onizuka’s posthumous promotion because of the uniqgue
circumstances of his death.



Navy Commander Michael J. Smith, the other military member on
the fatal Challengar mission, has already receive a posthumous
promotion to Captain, a rank to which he would have been entitled
had he survived. Unlike the prohibition on increased benefits in
S. 2948, a proviaion in the 1987 full-year Continuing Resolution
(P.L. 99-500) has granted Captain Smith’s family an increase in

Dependency and Indemnity Compensation benefits based on his
posthumous promotion.

Recommendations

The Department of Defense (Air Force) recommends approval of
the bill, and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
has no objection to enactment. I concur, and recommend that you

approve S. 2948.
L. 2 VI

es C. Miller IIl
ector

Enclosures
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM /3

DATE: 10/30/86 5 cTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENTDUEBY: _ Noon October 31st
suglecT: S 2948 - POSTHUMOUS PROMOTION OF LT. COL. ELLISON S. ONIZUKA
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
ENT 0 0 MILLER - ADMIN. g O
0O M POINDEXTER J a
MILLER - OMB a a RYAN | O
BALL p/ D SPEAKES 0
BARBOUR a O SPRINKEL a d
BUCHANAN Q” O svauN ( g
CHEW oP gf  THOMAS O O
DANIELS V d TUTTLE m| g
HENKEL O o WALLISON ( 0
KING a a a a
KINGON u/ a a ad
MASENG O O a O
. REMARKS:
Plgase provide any comments/recommendations to my office by noon,
Erlday, October 31lst. Thank you.
RESPONSE:
David L. Chew

Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702






MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill S. 2948 - Posthumous Promotion of

Lt. Col. Ellison
Sponsors - Sens. Matsunaga (D) and Inouye (D), Hawaii

Last Day for Action

November 11, 1986 - Tuesday

Purgose

Authorizes the President to promote Lt. Col. Ellison S.
Onizuka posthumously.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval
Department of Defense Approval -
National Aeronautics and
Space Administration No objection
Discussion

S. 2948, which passed both Houses by voice vote, authorizes
the President to promote the late Air Force Lt. Col. Ellison S.
Onizuka to the rank of Colonel. He was one of two military men
on the Challenger spacecraft that exploded on January 28, 1986.

S. 2948 specifies that no increase in compensation or
benefits based on Lt. Col. Onizuka’s military service is to
result from the posthumous promotion.

Under Presidential astronaut promotion policy, only one
promotion is allowed through the grade of Colonel for an
astronaut’s first space mission. Further promotions are granted
only if the astronaut lands on extraterrestrial bodies in
subsequent missions. Lt. Col. Onizuka had been promoted to his
current grade for a previous space mission flown in February
1985, and would not have been entitled to another promotion if
he had survived the Challenger disaster.

In its report to the Senate Armed Services Committee on
a predecessor bill to S. 2948, the Air Force supported
Lt. Col. Onizuka’s posthumous promotion because of the unique
circumstances of his death.



Navy Commander Michael J. Smith, the other military member on
the fatal Challenger mission, has already receive a posthumous
promotion to Captain, a rank to which he would have been entitled
had he survived. ©Unlike the prohibition on increased benefits in
S. 2948, a provision in the 1987 full-year Continuing Resolution
(P.L. 99-500) has granted Captain Smith’s family an increase in
Dependency and Indemnity Compensation benefits based on his
posthumous promotion.

Recommendations

The Department of Defense (Air Force) recommends approval of
the bill, and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
has no objection to enactment. I concur, and recommend that you

approve S. 2948.

ymes C. Miller III
yector

Enclosures
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Honorable James C. Miller, III
Director, Office of Management & Budget
Washington, D.C. 20503-0001

Dear Mr. Director:

Reference is made to your request of October 23, 1986, for the views of the
Department of Defense with respect to S. 2948, 99th Congress, an enrolled bill, "To
authorize the President to promote posthumously the late Lieutenant Colonel Ellison S.
Onizuka to the grade of Colonel." The Secretary of Defense has delegated to the
Department of the Air Force the responsibility for expressing the views of the Department
of Defense on this enrolled enactment.

The purpose of the enrolled bill is to posthumously promote Lieutenant Colonel
Ellison S. Onizuka to the grade of Colonel. However, no increase in compensation or
benefits will be allowed based on the posthumous promotion.

The Department of the Air Force on behalf of the Department of Defense supports
S. 2948. Even though Lieutenant Colonel Onizuka received an astronaut promotion as a
result of a space flight in February 85, the Air Force supports his promotion to Colonel
because of the precedent set by the posthumous promotion of fellow crewmember
Commander Michael Smith, to Captain.

Enactment of S. 2948 will not result in increased budgetary requirements for the
Department of Defense.

For these reasons, the Department of the Air Force, on behalf of the Department of
Defense, recommends approval of this enrolled bill by the President.

This report has been coordinated within the Department of Defense in accordance
with procedures prescribed by the Secretary of Nafanca

Sing¢

Assistan
(Manpower, |




National Aeronautics and
Space Administration

Washington, D.C.
20546

Office of the Administrator OCT 24 1986

Director

Office of Management and Budget
Executive Office of the President
Washington, DC 20503

Attention: Assistant Director for
Legislative Reference

Subiject: Enrolled Bill Report on S. 2948, 99th Congress

This letter is an Enrolled Bill Report on S. 2948, and is
submitted in accordance with OMB Circular A-19.

The Bill would authorize the President to promote
posthumously the late Lieutenant Colonel Ellison S. Onizuka,
United States Air Force, who was one of the seven Challenger
astronauts, to the grade of Colonel. From NASA's standpoint, we
would have no objection to the enactment of the Enrolled Bill.
We defer to the Department of Defense for further comments
concerning this Bill.

Sincerely,

N

édga,aames . Fldtcher
' t

Adminis r
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E JOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: Noon October 31lst

SUBJECT: S. 2948 - POSTHUMOUS PROMOTION OF LT. COL. ELLISON S. ONIZUKA

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O O  MILLER- ADMIN. 04 O
REGAN O q/ POINDEXTER .,/ a
MILLER - OMB O O  RYAN a d
BALL g/ O  SPEAKES a /
BARBOUR O O  SPRINKEL o O
BUCHANAN Q7 O  svaHN \Q/ |
CHEW oP p!f  THOMAS O O
DANIELS /o tume g o
HENKEL O  WALLISON { a
KING a,agd o a4
KINGON u/ a o d
MASENG o a o a

. REMARKS:

Pridar, otober dlsc. Thak yonr oGS to My office by noon,

RESPONSE: @ A\/\j

David L. Chew
Staff Secretary

Ext. 2702



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

0CT 30 1986

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill S. 2948 - Posthumous Promotion of

Lt. Col. Ellison
Sponsors - Sens. Matsunaga (D) and Inouye (D), Hawaii

Last Day for Action

November 11, 1986 - Tuesday

Purgose

Authorizes the President to promote Lt. Col. Ellison S.
Onizuka posthumously.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval

Department of Defense Approval
National Aeronautics and
Space Administration No objection
Discussion

S. 2948, which passed both Houses by voice vote, authorizes
the President to promote the late Air Force Lt. Col. Ellison S.
Onizuka to the rank of Colonel. He was one of two military men
on the Challenger spacecraft that exploded on January 28, 1986.

S. 2948 specifies that no increase in compensation or
benefits based on Lt. Col. Onizuka’s military service is to
result from the posthumous promotion.

Under Presidential astronaut promotion policy, only one
promotion is allowed through the grade of Colonel for an
astronaut’s first space mission. Further promotions are granted
only if the astronaut lands on extraterrestrial bodies in
subsequent missions. Lt. Col. Onizuka had been promoted to his
current grade for a previous space mission flown in February
1985, and would not have been entitled to another promotion if
he had survived the Challenger disaster.

In its report to the Senate Armed Services Committee on
a predecessor bill to S. 2948, the Air Force supported
Lt. Col. Onizuka’s posthumous promotion because of the unique
circumstances of his death.




Navy Commander Michael J. Smith, the other military member on
the fatal Challenger mission, has already receive a posthumous
promotion to Captain, a rank to which he would have been entitled
had he survived. Unlike the prohibition on increased benefits in
S. 2948, a provision in the 1987 full-year Continuing Resolution
(P.L. 99-500) has granted Captain Smith’s family an increase in
Dependency and Indemnity Compensation benefits based on his
posthumous promotion.

Recommendations

The Department of Defense (Air Force) recommends approval of
the bill, and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
has no objection to enactment. I concur, and recommend that you

approve S. 2948.

ymes C. Miller III
ector

Enclosures
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MEMORANDUM FOR DAVID L., CHEW
STAFF SECRETARY AND DEPUTY ASSISTANT
TO THE PRESIDENT

FROM: PETER J. WALLISION
COUNSEL TO THE PRESYDENT

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill S. 2948: Posthumous Promotion
of Lt. Colonel Ellison S. Onizuka

Counsel's office has reviewed the above-referenced enrolled bill
and concurs with the recommendation of the Director, Office of

Management and Budget that it be approved and signed by the
President.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANI

DATE: 10/30/86

7812

ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: oo veLuwer oise

SUBJECT: S. 2948 - POSTHUMOUS PROMOTION OF LT. COL. ELLISON S. ONIZUKA

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT o o MILLER - ADMIN. 0. O
REGAN | q/ POINDEXTER / O
MILLER - OMB g g RYAN o O
BALL p/ O SPEAKES O
BARBOUR o o SPRINKEL o O
BUCHANAN Q” O  svanw m/ O
CHEW oP p!f ' THOMAS o d
DANIELS V O  TUTTLE o O
HENKEL O O  WALLSON ( O
KING o, a o O
KINGON u/ g a a
MASENG o O o

. REMARKS:

Fridey, Ootober Jiace Thank orendations o my office by noon,
RESPONSE: October 31, 1986
The NSC Staff has reviewed S. 2948 and concurs.
Executive Secretary David L. Chew
Staff Secretary

Ext. 2702
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10/30/86

DATE: AC

S. 2948 - POSTHUMOUS

SUBJECT:

MENT DUEBY: Noon October 31st

PROMOTION OF LT. COL. ELLISON S. ONIZUKA

1
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O O  MILLER- ADMIN. O, O
REGAN | q/ POINDEXTER J a
MILLER - OMB O O  RYAN o o |
BALL g/ O  SPEAKES O /
BARBOUR O O  SPRINKEL o O
BUCHANAN O O svAWN c/ a
CHEW oP p{  THOMAS g 0
DANIELS V O  TUTTLE o g
HENKEL O O  WALLISON ( O
KING a,a o d
KINGON O o d
MASENG o a o O
- REMARKS:
Please provide any comments/recommendations to my office by noon,
Friday, October 3lst. Thank you.
RESPONSE:
David L. Chew
Staff Secretary

Ext. 2702




October 31, 1986

MEMORANDUM FOR DAVID IL.. CHEW
FROM: CHARLES D. HOB
SUBJECT: S. 2948 - Posthumous Promotion of Lt. Col.

Ellison S. Onizuka

The Office of Policy Development recomemnds approval of
S. 2948.
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HITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

0/86 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENTDUEBY:  Noon October 31st

S. 2948 - POSTHUMOUS PROMOTION OF LT. COL. ELLISON S. ONIZUKA

ACTION FY! ACTION FY!
VICE PRESIDENT O O  MILLER-ADMIN. 0. O
REGAN o q/ POINDEXTER .,/ 0
MILLER - OMB O O  RYAN o o |
BALL —'—:9 o o seeaxes o
BARBOUR O O  SPRINKEL a g
BUCHANAN O/ O svanN ( O
CHEW aP g‘f  THOMAS O o
DANIELS V O  TUTTLE o o
HENKEL O O  WALLISON ( g
KING o,Qd o d
KINGON u/ O o a
MASENG o o o o

- e —

. REMARKS:

Please provide any comments/recommendations to m offi
: ce by noon
Friday, October 3lst. Thank you. ! ! ’

RESPONSE:

Q\K X

David L. Chew
Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
(Costa Mesa, California)

For Immediate Release November 3, 1986

The President today signed the following legislation:

H.R. 2574, which grants retroactive coverage to Christopher Eney
under the Public Safety Officers' Benefits Act, thus making his
survivors eligible for benefits under the Act.

H.R. 5682, which authorizes the Secretary of the Navy either to
sell the former Naval Training Center in Bainbridge, Cecil County,
Maryland, to private parties for fair market value or to transfer
it to other government agencies.

S. 2948, which authorizes the President to promote Lt. Col. Ellison
S. Onizuka posthumously.
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