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B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
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'--------,----------:c--ca.7'"C=---c=~~~~~---L. Z·E L. SK 1 TURN D DOWN HE REMlERSHlP AT LEAST ~HREE llMES BE• 
·FOR~ HE·ACCEP~ED THE POST IN EARLY FEBRUARY l981e ~--- FOMMENTI' 
J.RUZELSKI bB9IOUSLY REALIZED THAT HE WOULD BE lN A MUCH MORE YUL.• 
NERABL.E POSITION AS PREMIER THAN IF HE REMAIN~D MlNlSTER 
o~ DEFENSE• INTERESTINGLY, HE ~ETAINE.D HlS MlNlSlERlAL POSTt 
~HI CH IS NOT THE USUAL. PRAC_T I CE FOR POL. 1 SH PREM IE.RS·•. HE PROB A BL. Y 
INSISTED ON THAT.AS A CONO~~lON FOR ACCEPTING. THE PREMIERSHIP SO 
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.. TMAT HE "coULO .MA I NTA IN CONTROL OVER THE AAMY.) ......_ __ ...........,· HAS 
. l<NO'WN JARUZELSl<I FOR .MANY YEARS AS THEY. •ERE DOTH HIGH•L.EVEL .OFF_l,. 

-C:tALS OF THE POLISH UNlTEO WORKER•s PARTY (PZPR), ..__ _____ ___, ~ 

• JAAUZELSKI WAS THE ONE. ifHOt AT -THE BEG1NN1NG OF. T1-1E .L.ABOA . .__ _ _, 
PR08LEMS IN GDANSK IN THE Sl,l;MMER OF 1980, DID NOT WANT TO .s1u£s·reP 

. , I 

THE I $SUE •. 

2, OESPITE HIS ~OLE JN T~E PZPR, JARUZELSKI HAS ALWAYS RESIS• 
TED THE VI~W THAT THE ARMV SHOU~D BE CONSIDERED THE PQLITiCAL WEA• •· 
PON CF THE PARTY.,HE HAS· ALWAYS MAINTAINED THAT T~E ARMY •~S ·• . 
PURELY A ~J~ITARY FORCE. I lco~M£NTs THIS VIEw PROBABL.V 

, REFLECTS JARUZELSK!'S RECOGNITION THAT THE.POL.IS~ ARMY is PAlMARlL.Y 
. COMPOSED OF CONSCRIPTS.) JARUZELSKI IS EXTREMELY WELL READ -ON ~ESTERN 

•• MILITARY HISTOAYt ESPEClALLV THAT OF • □ RLD WAR Ile H~ ~NO-S WHICH 
AL(tEO UNlTS WERE S~ATlONED WMERE AND -HEN IN.EUROPE CU~ING TH~ 
WAR. THE.BEST ·1/'AY.TO BUILD RAPPORT WITH JARUZEL.SJ!,;1 IS TO HAVE A 
~I~ITAAY ·EXPERlENCE i9 DISCUSS WITH HIM. AFTEH ThE UeS ■ AMeASSA• 

.OOR. CALLEO :aN HlM lN LATE 1i78••APPARENTLY TH~ ~l~ST Tl~E A WEST~ 
ERN· A"IBASSAOOR HAO MET .·WITH THE PO~ISH M!NlST6R OF DEFENSE AJ 
OTHER· THAN SOCIAL OCCAS~ONS--JAquzELSKl ~ET IT :BE 'K~O~~- THAT HE. 
WAS GRATIFIED THAT HE COV~D HAVE A ~000 SENSlBL~ ·TALK ~ITH~ REP• 
~ESENTATIVE OF THE WEST, 

J~·JARUZELSKI 1S ON VERY GODO TERMS WITH PZPR .FIRST SECRETARY. 
STANISLAW KAN I. A BECAUSE THEY WOMKED CLOSELY FOR MANY YEARS 
-~~N KANIA WA$ IN CHARGE OF PARTY OVER~lGHT OF THE MlLllAR~, lN• 
T~RNAL SECURITY ANC RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS ■ MIECZYSLAI RA 'KO• SK 1, 
THE. O~~UTY CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCI~· OF MlN1STERl:~HO IS RESPONSIBLE 

.FOR TH~ MEDIA ANO LABO~, .1S. PROBABLY JARUZE~SKI'S CLOSEST AOV!SER 
6~ EVERYTHING, RAKOWSKI IS ALSO ONE OF THE MOST L.JBERA~ MEMBER$ 
CIF -THE. PZPR- CENTRAL._. C_CMM lTTEE • • • 

. 4 ~ AS MIN IS TER .OF DEFENSE JARUZELSK l L l veo M~OUNO T_ME CORNER 
FRO~ THE ·u.s. 'AMBASSADOR'S RESIDENCE IN WARSAW. 11· •AS AN UNPRE~ 

. POSSEs's I NG. M !,DOLE CLASS AES lOENCE lN CONTRAST TO 'THE MORE: COMFORT• 
~BLE RESI0ENC~'s IN THE WARsA·w sueuRa iJl'HERE MOST OF THE -~IGH .. L.EVEL 
PZPR. MEMBERS ~IVE. JARUZELSKl ~SUAL(y· WALKED ABOUT HALF WAY TO, 
WORK EAtH ~ORNING WITH HIS.OFFICIAL CAR FOLLO~ING ijEHIND HlM. 
A~T~R HE HAD •ALKEO ABOUT A MILE, Hf lOULD JUMP lNfO HlS CAR. ME 
~AS OBVIOUSLY _DELIGHTED ~~TH HIS OFFICIAL CAR, A eMw, .~HlCH HE HAO 



l I 
Ct.rnP' t 01!!I4T l At. 

·' • 

. ~II..ITARY 

-----··-·-----------~--------------------------------------------~-----------· . . ~ 

81 622!57,64 PAGE: OOJ 
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5. -~----~--~~JARUZELSKI WAS ~ADE~ ·,ovxE~ CITIZEN· 
IN 193·9. AFTER. HE MAO FLE'D TO THE USSR IN T·HE WAKE CF· 11-if GERMAN 
INVASION OF POL.:ANO~ THE. ClTIZENSHIP llfAS LATER L.1FTE0 Jil1i;N ~~ VOL·• 
,UNTEERED. FOR Tl-IE POL l SM FIRST • ARMY. I I JARUZEL.• 
SK I. IS THE .. SON OF A MINOR NOBLEMAN• I 1. COMMENT I THXS MAY BE 
THE ~~ME AS THE IN1ELLl~ENTSlA.) DURING THE LATE 1940$ JARUZELSKI 
~A~TIC)PATED IN THE ·cLEAN•U~ OF THE "CDUNTERREVOLUTlONA~~ PARTiES," 
;.·Eu~~EMIS~ FOR THE.PEASANT PARTIESa··HIS Wl~~,-BARBA~A, JS THE 
DAUGHTER OF THE 1..A~E MARSHALL MARIAN SPYCHALSKlt WMO -H~C- SEEN ~IN• 

. JSJER OF OEFENS·E OURlNG THE. 1950S AND 1960Se JARUZELSKl, WHO IS 
SLIGHT· IN STATURE, KEEPS IN GOOD PHYSICAi. CUNOIT·lONe • 

~ • ·~EFE_AENCES I ~------~-----------.........., 
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· EO 13526 3.3(b)(1 )>25Yrs 

,,.,,,.,,-, ___________ EO 13526 3.3(b)(6)>25Yrs 

Wojciech JARUZELSKI 
(Phonetic: yahrooZELskee) 

Chairman, Council of 
Mini~ters: Minister of 
National Defense# Member, 
Politburo, Central Com­
mittee, Polish United 
Workers' Party-

Minister of National 
Defense since 1968, Woj-­
ciech Jaruzelski was 
named Premier a~· the 
Eighth Plenum of the 
Polish United Workers' 
Party (PZPR) in February 
1981. He replaced Jozef . e 
Pinkowski, who had served-

EO 13526 3.5(c) 
. POLAND 

in that position only since August 1980. Abril-
.liant military officer with a reputation in Poland 
for professional and personal integrity, intell~c­
tual independence, and unquestioned patriotism, Ja­
ruzelski came to the premiership highly regarded by 
the Polish party leadership. He also seef?IS to have 
been warmly supported-at the time of his appointment 
by the soviets, who evidently felt that his military 

.background would convey a law-and-order image and 
that this, coupled with his general popularity in 
Poland, would help quell. the labor unrest that had 
begun in mid-1980. The unrest has continued, how­
ever, and there is evidence tha~ Jaruzelski's stock 
with the Kremlin has declined. ll 

The.announcement of Jaruzelski's appointment to 
the premiership was also well received by officials 
of the trade union association Solidarity, who were 
aware that the new Premier, throughout successive 
labor crises during his career as defense chief, had 
always resisted using the Army to control Polish 
workers. Rather than regarding the Army as a domes­
tic political arm of the PZPR, he has considered it 
to be purely a military force to.be used only 
against external enemies. These aspects of Jaruzel­
s¥,i's reputation and the personal influence he has 
exerted during the cu-rrent crisis have probably been 
major factors in the restraint the Polish Government 

·has shown toward the workers and that Solidarity 1 s ~--~---~ 
leaders have in turn shown toward the government. 

{cont.) 
M 81-12616 



Military Ties 

Another advantage that Jaruzels~i brought with him 
to his new post was his ties to local military commanders 
throughout Poland. By keeping his ministerial position 
(an unusual practice for Polish premiers), he not only 
maintains operational control of the Army but also re­
tains access to an extra source of information about 
popular opinion beyond that available through party -chan-
nels to other Politburo members. I j 

Party Ties 

Jaruzelski }1:s :een a full member of :b: PZPR P:~it-
hurri "'.nee ~971. I- ~ It eremier 1s on very gooerms w1 
PZPR F1rstecretary Stanislaw Kania, with whom he worked 
closely for many years when Kania was in charge of party 

~~~~~ ~~~t I n: :n; ::ri,. in~,::l se c:r:~ j~p~~; ii~~~~er 
M1eczyslaw a ows 1--one o e mos 1 eral members of 
the PZPR Central Committee--is probably Jaruzelski's 
closest adviser. I J 

Would Jaruzelski Fight Back? 

None of the current PZPR leaders would be likely to 
head a national armed resistance against Soviet invaders, 
but Jaruzelski seems to have the most potential for doing 
so, given his personal popularity and his military con­
nection. There is nothing in his background, however, to 
suggest that he would lend himself to such a quixotic, if 
not suicidal, venture. His actions during past labor 
crises have always reflected accommQdation, restraint, 
and a desire for "political" solutions rather than a use 
of force, often in the face of serious political pressure 
to act differently. I I • 

Admittedly, Jaruzelski's attitude toward labor cri­
ses does not necessarily have·any connection with how he 
might feel rbout usina for:e to resist Soviet invaders. 

~!~g~=~a~~:e ne fULLy appr c1ac~s tne lnternatIOnaI rami­
fications of any. rolon ed violence within or a ainst 
Pp land. • He told ½--~-~~~~~~~--~-~-- in 
February 1981 tha t e esta 1l1zation o would 
lead to the destabilization of all Euro e. In March he 

a n a 
s1 ua 10n in Europe woulc;3 be a "catastrophe." Even 
though these statements were made to influence Western 

_.,_ 



·' 

policymakers, they may truly reflect Jaruzelski's aware­
ness that any res.istance he might rnou·nt in the face of 
Soviet military intervention could have catastrophic 
consequences for all Europe. j I 

Early Life: Forced Labor in the Soviet Union? 

There are events in Jaruzelski's early life that 
cloud the issue of how he would react today to a Soviet 
invasion. He was born on 6 July 1923 in Kurkow, Lublin 
Province, into the family of a minor nobleman and land­
owner. The part of Poland in which he grew up was seized 
by invading Russians in the opening days of World War II, 
and the 16-year-old Jaruzelski thus found himself a newly 
declared Soviet ,citizen on Soviet territory. His offi­
cial biographie~ either skip his activities during 1939-
43 or m:!rely state that he worked in the USSR during that 
period. He was probably one of the approximately one 
million Poles who were forced laborers·in the Soviet 
Union. I I 

The complete details of what Jaruzelski experienced 
at the ~...,._.,......__,,,, __ _.._...,.._-=-'--'L.,O.....__,,_____,.._,....._,.._._.,,._=l=9=3~9_-~43 are not avail-
able. Jaruzelski wit-
nessed ov1et f i in s uad in 

~it was common now e ge 1n o an tat severa mem­
~of Jaruzelski's family had perished at the hands of 
the Soviets at that same time. ~' ---------~\ 

Whatever the facts are concerning his early wartime 
experiences, the rest of Jaruzelski's history is clear. 
In July 1943 he was permitted to enter the pro-Communist 
Polish 1st Army, formed in the USSR, and was .sent to 
infantry officers' school in Ryazan'. After being com­
missioned a second lieutenant in December, he rejoined 
the 1st Army and fought with it during its entire combat 
history, including the liberation of Wrrsaw, the capturj 
of Berlin, and the drive to the Elbe. _ _ 

After the war Jaruzelski took. part in military oper­
ations against anti-Communist guerrillas in Poland. He 
later attended the Polish General Staff Academy, grad­
uating with honors in 1955, and was promoted from co'lonel 
to brigadier general in July 1955. He then occupied a 
v~riety of increasingly important positions in the Min­
istry of National Defense. He was chosen as chief of the 
Army's Main Political Administration in June 1960, and a­
month later, the Council of State pro·rnoted him to major. 
general, In May 1962 Jaruzelski was designated a vice 
minister of national defense. By February 1965 he was 
Army Chief of Staff.· Six months after his selection as 



Minister of National Defense in April ,1968, Jaruzelski 
was promoted to lieutenant general. In May 1972 he was 
elected to the significant, but_ largely ceremonial, po­
sition of vice chairman of the Supreme Council of the 
Union of Fighters for Freedom and Democracy, the Polish 
v~terans' organization •. I I 
Political Activities 

In addition.to his military duties, Jaruzelski has 
had a fairly active political career. He joined the 
Polish Workers' Party ·in 1947 (it became the PZPR in 
December 1948) and subsequently held various party 
posts. He was el_ected a candidate member of the Polit­
buro in 1970 and /a full member in 1971. He has been a 
deputy to the Sejm (parliament) since 1961. 

Personal Data 

Jaruzelski is uiet industrious and fri ndly._ II 
He~ 

as r 1ng appearance 1n uni orm. n a ion o the 
several military ·citations for bravery that he received 
during World War II, Jaruzelski has twice been honored by 
the Soviets. He received the Order of Lenin in October 
1968 and the Order of the· October Revolution in October 
1973. He speaks fluent Russian and some French. He is 
an avid hu~ter. Jiruzelski is marrjed~ he and h~s wife 
have no children. ,_ _________ _,_ . -

f_ 

t 
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