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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 
(Geneva, Switzerland) 

FOR RELEASE AT 10:00 a.m. Local 
4:00 a.m. EST 

November 21, 1985 

JOINT STATEMENT 

By mutual agreement, President of the United States Ronald 
Reagan and General Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union Mikhail Gorbachev met in 
Geneva November 19-21. Attending the meeting on the U.S. side 
were Secretary of State George Shultz1 Chief of Staff Donald 
Regan; Assistant to the President Robert McFarlane; Ambassador to 
the USSR Arthur Hartman; Special Advisor to the President and the 
Secretary of State for Arms Control Paul H. Nitze; Assistant 
Secretary of State for European Affairs Rozanne Ridgway; Special 
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs Jack 
Matlock. Attending on the Soviet side were Member of the 
Politburo of the Central Committee of the CPSU, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs E. A. Shevardnadze; First Deputy Foreign Minister 
G. M. Korniyenko; Ambassador to the United States A. F. Dobrynin; 
Head of the Department of Propaganda of the Central Committee of 
the CPSU, A. N. Yakovlev; Head of the Department of International 
Information of the Central Committee of the CPSU L. M. Zamyatin; 
Assistant to the General Secretary of the Central Committee of 
the CPSU, A. M. Aleksandrov .. 

These comprehensive discussions covered the basic questions of 
u .s.-soviet relations and the current international situation. 
The meetings were frank and useful. Serious differences remain 
on a number of critical issues. 

Whi l e acknowledging the di fferences in their systems and 
approaches to international i s sues, some greater understanding of 
each si_de ' s view was achi •o'!Ved by the t w., leaders ,. Thr=!y agre~d 
about the need to improve u . s . - sovi et r e lations and the 
i nternational s ituation as a whole . 

In this connection the two sides have confirmed the importance of 
,~ an ongoing dialogue, reflecting their strong desire to seek 
~ common ground on existing problems . 

They agreed to meet again in the nearest future. The General 
Secretary accepted an invitation by the President of the United 
States to visit the United States of America and the President of 
the United States accepted an invitation by the General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the CPSU to visit the 
Soviet Union. Arrangements for and timing of the visits will be 
agreed upon through diplomatic channels. 

In their meetings, agreement was reached on a number of specific 
issues. Areas of agreement are registered on the following 
pages. 

MO RE 
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SECURITY 

The sides, having discussed key security issues, and conscious of 
the special responsibility of the USSR and the U.S. for 
maintaining peace, have agreed that a nuclear war cannot be won 
and must never be fought. Recognizing that any conflict between 
the USSR and the U.S. could have catastrophic consequences, they 
emphasized the importance of preventing any war between them, 
whether nuclear or conventional. They will not seek to achieve 
military superiority. 

NUCLEAR AND SPACE TALKS 

The President and the General Secretary discussed the negotia­
tions on nuclear and space arms. 

They agreed to accelerate the work at these negotiations, with a 
view to accomplishing the tasks set down in the Joint u.s.-soviet 
Agreement of January 8, 1985, namely to prevent an arms race in 
space and to terminate it on earth, to limit and reduce nuclear 
arms and enhance strategic stability. 

Noting the proposals recently tabled by the U.S. and the Soviet 
Union, they called for early progress, in particular in areas 
where there is common ground, including the principle of 50% 
reductions in the nuclear arms of the U.S. and the USSR 
appropriately applied, as well as the idea of an interim INF 
agreement. 

During the negotiation of these agreements, effective measures 
for verification of compliance with obligations assumed will be 
agreed upon. 

RISK REDUCTION CENTERS 

The sides ~greed to study the question at the expert level of 
centers to reduce nuclear risk taking into account the issues and 
developments in the Geneva negotiations. They took satisfaction 
in such recent steps in this direction as the modernization of 
the Soviet-u.s. hotline. 

NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION 

General Secretary Gorbachev and President Reagan reaffirmed the 
commitment of the USSR and the U.S. to the Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and their interest in 
strengthening together with other countries the non-proliferation 
regime, and in further enhancing the effectiveness of the Treaty, 
inter alia by enlarging its membership. 

They note with satisfaction the overall positive results of the 
recent Review Conference of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation 
of Nuclear Weapons. 

MORE 
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The USSR and the U.S. reaffirm their commitment, assumed by them 
under the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, to 
pursue negotiations in good faith on matters of nuclear arms 
limitation and disarmament in accordance with Article VI of the 
Treaty. 

The two sides plan to continue to promote the strengthening of 
the International Atomic Energy Agency and to support the 
activities of the Agency in implementing safeguards as well as in 
promoting the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 

They view positively the practice of regular Soviet-U.S. 
consultations on non-proliferation of nuclear weapons which have 
been businesslike and constructive and express their intent to 
continue this practice in the future. 

CHEMICAL WEAPONS 

I n t he context of di scussing securi ty probl ems, the two sides 
reaffirmed tha t they are in favor of a general and complete 
prohibition of chemical weapons and the destruction of existing 
stockpiles of such weapons. They agreed to accelerate efforts to 
conclude an effective and verifiable international convention on 
this matter. 

The two sides agreed to intensify bilateral discussions on the 
level of experts on all aspects of such a chemical weapons ban, 
including the question of verification. They agreed to initiate 
a dialogue on preventing the proliferation of chemical weapons. 

MBFR 

The two sides emphasized the importance they attach to the Vienna 
(MBFR) negot iati ons and expressed their willingness to work for 
posit ive results . 

CDE 

Attaching great importance to the Stockholm Conference on 
Confidence and Security Building Measures and Disarmament in 
Europe and noting the progress made there, the two sides stated 
their intention to facilitate, together with the other 
participating states, an early and successful completion of the 
work of the conference. To this end, they reaffirmed the need 
for a document which would include mutually acceptable confidence 
and security building measures and give concrete expression and 
effect to the principle of non-use of force. 

MORE 
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PROCESS OF DIALOGUE 

President Reagan and General Secretary Gorbachev agreed on the 
need to place on a regular basis and intensify dialogue at 
various levels. Along with meetings between the leaders of the 
two countries, this envisages regular meetings between the USSR 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and the U.S. Secretary of State, as 
well as between the heads of other Ministries and Agencies. They 
agree that the recent visits of the heads of Ministries and 
Departments in such fields as agriculture, housing and protection · 
of the environment have been useful. 

Recognizing that exchanges of views on regional issues on the 
expert level have proven useful, they agreed to continue such 
exchanges on a regular basis. 

The sides intend to expand the programs of bilateral cultural, 
educational and scientific-technical exchanges, and also to 
develop trade and economic ties. The President of the United 
States and the General Secretary of the Central Cormnittee of the 
CPSU attended the signing of the Agreement on Contacts and 
Exchanges in Scientific, Educational and Cultural Fields. 

They agreed on the importance of resolving humanitarian cases in 
the spirit of cooperation. 

They believe that there should be greater understanding among our 
peoples and that to this end they will encourage greater travel 
and people-to-people contact. 

NORTHERN PACIFIC AIR SAFETY 

The two leaders also noted with satisfaction that, in cooperation 
with the Government of Japan, the United States and the Soviet 
Union have agreed to a set of measures to promote safety on air 
routes in the North Pacific and have worked out steps to 
implement them. 

CIVIL AVIATION/CONSULATES 

They acknowledged that delegations from the United States and the 
Soviet Union have begun negotiations aimed at resumption of air 
services. The two leaders expressed their desire to reach a 
mutually beneficial agreement at an early date. In this regard, 
an agreement was reached on the simultaneous opening of 
Consulates General in New York and Kiev. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

Both sides agreed to contribute to the preservation of the 
environment -- a global task -- through joint research and 
practical measures. In accordance with the existing U.S.-Soviet 
agreement in this area, consultations will be held next year in 
Moscow and Washington on specific programs of cooperation. 

MORE 



-

-s-

EXCHANGE INITIATIVES 

The two leaders agreed on the utility of broadening exchanges and 
contacts including some of their new forms in a number of 
scientific, educational, medical and sports fields (inter alia, 
cooperation in the development of educational exchanges an_d __ 
software for elementary and secondary school instruction; 
measures to promote Russian language studies in the United States 
and English language studies in the USSR1 the annual exchange of 
professors to conduct special cour••• in history, culture and 
economics at the relevant department• of Soviet and American 
institutions of higher education, mutual allocation of 
scholarships for the best students in the natural sciences, 
technology, social sciences and humanitie• for the period of an 
academic year; holding regular meet• in various sports and 
increased television coverage of sport• events). The two sides 
agreed to resume cooperation in combatting cancer diseases. 

The relevant agencies in each of the countries are being 
instructed to develop specific programs for these exchanges. The 
resulting programs will be reviewed by the leaders at their next 
meeting. 

FUSION RESEARCH 

The two leaders emphasized the potential importance of the work 
aimed at utilizing controlled thermonuclear fusion ~or peaceful 
purposes and, in this connection, advocated the widest 
practicable development of international cooperation in obtaining 
this source of energy, which is essentially inexhaustible, for 
the benefit for all mankind. 

t t 
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"The President and the General Se retary ciscussed the 
negotiations on nuclear and space arms. They agreed 
these negotiations should be directed towar~-~ "'1liS.-.u..;l-:J-lii~~~~o~ ­
achieving early progress wherever possible. To that end, they 
agreed on the following guidelines: 1µ P11flr.e.uuHL /A.) 11R.1:ll~ 

t.hf~lf Co;r111JDµ 6/Ze)IJtJrI }1-A..S 

1. Offensive nuclear arms will be significantly reduced i3t..-ct..ui0 _ 

applying the general concept of SOI reductions to equal ro ~')otf~~,c . 
ceilings on specific, comparable categories in a manner 
that enhances stability. 
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• !!!-here will be a separate interim agreement resulting in 

reductions and limitations on land-based, intermediate-range, 
nuclear missiles systems as a step towards the total 
elimination of this class of missiles. 

3. Strategic ballistic missile defense research programs 
of each side will be conducted as permitted by, and in 
full compliance with, the ABM Treaty. The feasibility of 
a cooperative transition to an increased reliance on 
strategic defenses will be explored. 

4. To ensure effective verification of compliance, 
meaningful measures to this end will be negotiated 
concurrently with limits on weaponry and incorporated 
in all agreements resulting from these negotiations." 
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[ The sides, having discussed key security issues, and 

conscious of the special responsibility of the USSR and the 

U.S. for maintaining peace, have agreed that they will base 

their relations on the premise that nuclear war is 
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/ inadmissible, that ao on e can win such a war am! that =rt must 
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never be ~nle a s he~. Recognizing that any conflict between the 

USSR and the U.S. could have catastrophic consequences, they 

~ emphasized the importance of preventing any war between 

them, whether nuclear or conventional. lrccoraiR~J.¥~ they will 

r: .7i/efi£ 
not seek to achieve military superiorit~ ~ ~ n 
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The General Secretary and the President discussed the 

Negotiations on Nuclear and Space Arms. 

\ They agreed to accelerate the work at these 

negotiations, with a view to accomplishing the tasks set down 

in the Joint Soviet-U.S. Statement of January 8, 1985, namely, 

to prevent an arms race in space and to termi nate it on Earth, 

to limit and reduce nuclear arms and strengthen strategic 

,~6~~" !: ~':::Jd-u.;jj::J.~'~:';i ::1:~U1V, stability. 

and 

recently tabled by the Soviet 

be taken into account. Along with the 





MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

In the discussion of the section on the nuclear and 

space talks, Perle asked the Soviets if they could accept the 

following sentence: 

Offensive nuclear arms will be significantly reduced 

applying the general concept of 50% reductions to equal 

ceilings on specific, comparable categories. 

The Soviets said they could not. Karpov stated that 50% 

reductions means nothing without an agreed interpretation of 

what it applies to. 

Perle then asked the Soviets if they could accept the 

following sentence: 

There will be a separate interim agreement resulting in 

reductions and limitations on land-based, 

intermediate-range nuclear missile systems as a step 

toward the total elimination of this class of missiles. 

The Soviets again refused. Bessmertnykh stated that the 

US sentence included only land-based missiles, and thus failed 

to take account of British and French missiles. 

Linhard asked if the Soviets could accept inclusion of a 

reference to application of the concept of 50% reductions. The 

Soviets refused, saying that 50% reductions is only one part of 

a potential agreement and cannot be taken out of the whole. 
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RGi wanted me to tranffilit the following to you: 

NUCLEAR AND SPACE TAU<S 

"The President and· the General Secretary discussed the 
negotiations on nuclear and space arms. They agreed that \\Ork 
on these negotiations should be accelerated with a view to 
accanplishing the tasks assigned in the Joint US-Soviet Agreerrent 
of January 8, 1985, specifically to prevent an anus race in 
outer space and to tenuinate it on earth, to limit and reduce 
nuclear arms and enhance strategic stability . Offensive nuclear 
anus will be significantly reduced applying the general concept 
of 50% reductions to equal ceilings on specific, canparable 
categories. Trere will be a separate interim agreerrent resulting 
in reductions and limitations on land-based, intennediate-range 
nuclear missile systems as a step toward the total elimination 
of t l1i s c l ass of missiles. 'ill ir,sure effec-ti ve verifi cati on of 
canpliance, meaningful measures to this end will be negotiated 
concurrently with limits on wea:£:X)nry and incor:£:X)rated in all 
agreements resulting from these negotiations." 
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NUCLEAR AND SPACE TALKS 

President and the General Secretary discussed the negotiations 

on nuclear and space arms. They agreed that work on these negotiations 

should be accelerated with a view to accomplishing the tasks assigned in 

the Joint U.S.-Soviet Agreement of January 8, 1985, specifically to 

prevent an arms race in outer space and to terminate it on earth, to 

limit and reduce nuclear arms and enhance strategic stability. Offensive 

nuclear arms will be significantly reduced applying the general concept 

of 50% reductions to equal ceilings on specific, comparable categories. 

There will be a separate interim agreement resulting in reductions and 

limitations on land-based, intermediate-range nuclear missile systems as 

a step toward the total elimination of this clas..a .. of. __ mi.ssilea..._ To insure 

effective verification of compliance, meaningfu l a.,; meeures..-:.tq this end 

will be negotiated concurrently with limits on wea.pOII.l:.T-~and incorporated .. 
. • 

in all agreements resulting from these negotiations .. ~-,· 
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NUCLEAR AND SPACE TALKS 

l!he President and the General Secretary discussed the negotiations 

on nuclear and space arms. They agreed that work on these negotiations 

should be accelerated with a view to accomplishing the tasks assigned in 

the Joint U.S.-Soviet Agreement of January 8, 1985, specifically to 

prevent an arms race in outer space and to terminate it on earth, to 

limit and reduce nuclear arms and enhance strategic stability. Offensive 

nuclear arms will be significantly reduced applying the general concept 

of 50% reductions to equal ceilings on specific, comparable categories. 

There will be a separate interim agreement resulting in reductions and 

limitations on land-based, intermediate-range nuclear missile systems as 

a step toward the total elimination of this class of missiles.) 

- OR -

[ The General Secretary and the President discussed the Negotiations 

on Nuclear and Space Arms. 

They agreed to accelerate the work at these negotiations, with a 

view to accomplishing the tasks set down in the Joint Soviet-U.S. 

Statement of January 8, 1985, namely to prevent an arms race in space and 

to terminate it on Earth, to limit and reduce nuclear arms and strengthen 

strategic stability. 

In that work the proposals recently tabled by the Soviet and U.S. 
AJ(!L 1/0 I A/II. ;:jE 7!:l<Ic.lt:.-f Le o ,C -,..J°2> "'% 

sides will be taken into account.] !,::dC]c1c:ri~'HvS A/.t'~ ~ /l/¥1-v'Wf ~ o-~;J/~,,.h 
~ ;J/11"/J v.s.>ll. Arr'll.GP l'/rJ ~:z..~r ,.,r~JJ.., 

During the negotiation of th~ e agreements, effectiJ e measures for 

verification of compliance with obligations assumed will be agreed upon. 
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They thoroughly discussed both in plenary and in private 

the negotiations on nuclear and space arms. They agreed to 

accelerate work on achieving early progress wherever possible, 

in particular in areas where common ground has begun to emerge. 
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NUCLEAR AND SPACE TALKS 

The President and the General Secretary discussed the 

negotiations on nuclear and space arms. 
(!_19,v -,-, ,vu~ 

They agreed to accelerate the work at these negotiations, 
Fo ll.. Tt{c-se- /Vc6o,;n,,o~ s. . 

with a view to accomplishing the tasks set down in the Joint 

u.s.-soviet Agreement of January 8, 1985, namely to prevent an 

arms race in space and to terminate it on earth, to limit and 

reduce nuclear arms and enhanpe strategic stability. 

They called for early progress wherever possible, in .1 . 
,',, ft,,e, /J<)'f>' .~<: o-/. 

particular in areas where common ground has begun to emerge ( such 1'ift, -J.,,,.;,o ~,~, 
as the concept of 50% reductions appropriately applied and a 

separate interim agreement on INF. 

During the negotiation of these agreemenbEj~ effective 

measures for verification of compliance with · obl.i:gatiqns assumed 

will be agreed upon. 



NUCLEAR AND SPACE TALKS 
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The President and the General Secretary discussed the 

negotiations on nuclear and space arms. 
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They agreed to accelerate the work at these negotiations, 
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During the negotiation of these agreements, effective 

measures for verification of compliance with obligations assumed 

will be agreed upon. 
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NUCLEAR AND SPACE TALKS 
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The President and the General Secretary discussed the 

negotiations on nuclear and space arms. 

They agreed to accelerate the work at these negotiations, 

with a view to accomplishing the tasks set down in the Joint 

U.S.-Soviet Agreement of January 8, 1985, namely to prevent an 

arms race in space and to terminate it on earth, to limit and 

reduce nuclear arms and enhance strategic stability. 
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During the negotiation of these agree ents. effective 

measures for verification of compliance with obligations assumed 

will be agreed upon. 
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COMMON STATEMENT 

By mutual agreement, President of the United States 

Ronald Reagan and General Secretary of the Central Committee of 

the Communist Party of the Soviet Union Mikhail Gorbachev met 

in Geneva November 19-20(21). Attending the meeting on the 

U.S. side were Secretary of State George Shultz, [list other 

senior U.S. officials participating]. General Secretary 

Gorbachev was accompanied by Foreign Minister Eduard 

Shevardnadze, [list other senior Soviet officials]. 

These comprehensive discussions covered the basic 

questions of US-Soviet relations and the current international 

situation. The meetings were frank and useful. Serious 

differences remain on a number of critical issues. 

While acknowledging the differences in their systems and 

approaches to international issues, some greater understanding 

of the each side's view was achieved by the two leaders. They 

agreed about the need to improve US-Soviet relations and the 

international situation as a whole. 

In this connection the two sides have confirmed the 

importance of an ongoing dialogue, reflecting their strong 

desire to seek common ground on existing problems. 

They agreed to meet again in the nearest future. The 

General Secretary accepted an invitation by the President of 



the United States to visit the United States of America and the 

President of the United States accepted an invitation by the 

General Secretary of the Central Committee of the CPSU to visit 

the Soviet Union. Arrangements for and timing of the visits 

will be agreed upon through diplomatic channels. 

In their meetings, agreement was reached on a number of 

specific issues. Areas of agreement are registered in the 

following pages. 

I 



[The sides, having discussed key security issues, and 

conscious of the special responsibility of the USSR and the 

U.S. for maintaining peace, have agreed that a nuclear war 

cannot be won and must never be fought. Recognizing that any 

conflict between the USSR and the U.S. could have catastrophic 

consequences, they emphasized the importance of preventing any 

war between them, whether nuclear or conventional. They will 

not seek to achieve military superiority. They did reach a 

common understanding about their obligation to make this a 

safer, better world. Therefore, they are committed to 

achieving concrete results in arms control negotiations and 

regional discussions.] 



I 

The sides, having discussed key security issues, and 

conscious of the special responsibility of the USSR and the 

U.S. for maintaining peace, have agreed that{ihey will base 

their relations on the premise that nuclear war is 

inadmissible] that no one can win such a war and that it must 

never be unleashed. Recognizing that any conflict between the 

USSR and the U.S. could have catastrophic consequences, they 

also emphasized the importance of preventing any war between 

them, whether nuclear or conventional. Accordingly, they will 

not seek to achieve military superiority&r to infringe upon 

each other's legitimate security interests in some other way) 

1~ General Secretary and the Presi:dent di7 ed the 

F\.,j... / Negotiat1. s on Nuclear and Space Arms:: '.~. : ,/ /' 

-k"' / to accelerate the work a~.,- t hese 
("\~/( ! p" 

-~, , negotiations, accomplishf.rig the tasks set down 

/ in the Joint Soviet­

'11 to 

Statement o fl January 8, 1985, namely, 
_, ,-

,,/' 

I 

I to 

prevent an arms race ~ pac:,~nd to te:c:minate it on Earth, 

limit and reduce nuclear • s and strengthen. strategic 

v-

stability. 
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and U.S. sides 
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/ ,,, 
/ ,., 

work t~ roposals .,. 
wi/ be taken into 

on effect · e measures for verification of 
~ - ,,,. 
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tabied by 'tfr.e: .. Sov±et 

Along with the 

nt will be reached 
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NUCLEAR AND SPACE TALKS 

U'S Prapo-,;..c.J 
'&,he President and the General Secretary discussed the negotiations 

on nuclear and space arms. They agreed that work on these negotiations 

should be accelerated with a view to accomplishing the tasks assigned in 

the Joint U.S.-Soviet Agreement of January 8, 1985, specifically to 

prevent an arms race in outer space and to terminate it on earth, to 

limit and reduce nuclear arms and enhance strategic stability. Offensive 

nuclear arms will be significantly reduced applying the general concept 

of 50% reductions to equal ceilings on specific, comparable categories. 

There will be a separate interim agreement resulting in reductions and 

limitations on land-based, intermediate-range nuclear missile systems as 

a step toward the total elimination of this class of missiles] 

- OR -

~ o v 1 ·e,,1-- p .. --0 f O ':~c..J 

(Ihe General Secretary and the President discussed the Negotiations 

on Nuclear and Space Arms. 

They agreed to accelerate the work at these negotiations, with a 

view to accomplishing the tasks set down in the Joint Soviet-U.S. 

Statement of January 8, 1985, namely to prevent an arms race in space and 

to terminate it on Earth, to limit and reduce nuclear arms and strengthen 
'=:DI/ cr,£r' 

strategic stability. l vet.1.1"/J,Alb ,,ft; pR,iJC}ftc of' So% l<cAJv~rt l'J ,.J 
t? t= r ,fc A(){)flof, Q., /J T€ 11/cJtlvfJ fl ~IL/VI .s o P. 

In that work the proposals recently ta~ied by the Sovietn and U.S. 
-r 1 ~ /) S A ,v tJ () 5 S r<. . 

sides will be taken into accoun~J ~ 

During the negotiation of -diese agreements, effective measures for 

verification of compliance with obligations assumed will be agreed upon. 



The sides, having discussed key security issues, and 

conscious of the special responsibility of the USSR and the 
~T/JTt= 

U.S. for maintaining peace, h.aue a 9 r e Q.Q that a nuclear war 

cannot be won and must never be fought. Recognizing that any 

conflict between the USSR and the U.S. could have catastrophic 

consequences, they emphasized the importance of preventing any 

war between them, whether nuclear or conventional. They will 

not seek to achieve military superiority. G :'tn~--d~ ;-f:'ei::l-GJ~ a 

common understanding about 

safer, better 

make this a 

they are committed to 

in arms control negotiations and 

- They thoroughly discussed both in plenary and in private 

the negotiations on nuclear and space arms. They agreed to 

accelerate work on achieving early progress wherever possible, 

in particular in areas where common ground has begun to emerge. 

During the negotiation of these agreements, effective 

measures for verification of compliance with obligations 

assumed will be agreed upon. 



RISK REDUCTION CENTERS " "~.,,, ~ 
(9) [The sides agreed to study the ques ·on atl the 

expert level of centers to reduce nuclear risk within the 
context of resolvin the issues under considel a ion at the % 
Geneva nego 1a n~. They took satisfaction in sue rec nt 
steps in. this direc ion as the modernization of the Soviet-U.S. <5 hotline .J ~~• • 
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NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION 

"General Secretary Gorbachev and President Reagan 
reaffirmed the co:n:nitrnent of the USSR and the USA to the 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and their 
interest in strengthening together with other countries the 
non-proliferation regime, and in further enhancing the 
effectiveness of the Treaty, inter alia by enlarging its 
member ship. - -

They note with satisfaction the overall positive results 
of the recent Review Conference of the T~eaty en the Nan.­
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. ~ f> - : . . , · • ' •• ; • 

The USSR and the USA reaffirm thei.c.c01ll1Ilitme%11:,:. ass1aued. 
by them under the Treaty on the Non-Pra:1.±fei:a.tion _af"' ;.Nuc·l:ear . 
Weapons, to pursue negotiations in goocf"':~ c;m matters of 
nuclear arms limitation and disarmament · in.: a.c:c::c:rrdan,:a. with 
Article VI of the Treaty. 

The two Sides plan to continue to promote· the strengthening 
of the International Atomic Energy Agency and to support the 
activities of the Agency in implementing safeguards as well as 
in promoting the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 

They view ,positively the practice of regular Soviet-US 
consultations on non-proliferation of nuclear weapons which have 
been businesslike and constructive and express their intent 
to ccntinue this practice in the future." 

I 



CHEMICAL WEAPONS 

"In the context of discussing security problems, the two 
sides reaffirmed that they are in favor of a general and 
complete prohibition of chemical weapons and the destruction of 
existing stockpiles of such weapons. They agreed to accelerate 
efforts to conclude an effective and verifiable international 
convention on this matter." 

"The two sides agreed to intensify bilateral discussions 
on the level of experts on all aspects of such a chemical 
weapons ban, including the question of verification. They 
e reed to initiate a dialogue on preventing the proliferation 

_ A E1. t;he liej, of chemical weapons." 

• 



MBFR 

"The ~wo s~· des emphasized the importance they attach to 
the Vienna ~MBFR negotiations and expressed their willingness 
to work for posi ive results." 

I 



CDE 

"Attaching great importance to the Stockholm Conference 
on Confidence-and Security Building Measures and Disarmament in 
Europe and noting the progr~ss made there, the two sides stated 
their intention to facilitate, together with the other 
participating states, an early and successful completion of the 
work of the conference. To this end, they reaffirmed the need 
for a ~Q'1lw.aiA~ document which would include b'~ mutually 
acceptable confidence and security building measures and give 
concrete expression and effect to the principle of non-use of 
force." 



PROCESS OF DIALOGUE 

President Reagan and General Secretary Gorbachev agreed 

on the need to place on a regular basis and intensify dialogue 

at various levels. Along with meetings between the leaders of 

the two countries, this envisages regular meetings between the 

USSR Minister of Foreign Affairs and the U.S. Secretary of 

State, as well as between the heads of other Ministries and 

Agencies. They agree that the recent visits of the heads of 

Ministries and Departments in such fields as agriculture, 

housing and protection of the environment have been useful. 

Recognizing that exchanges of views on regional issues 

on the expert level have proven useful, they agreed to continue 

such exchanges on a regular basis. They also agreed that 

regional issues would be addressed at the meetings of Foreign 

Ministers. 

The sides intend to expand the programs of bilateral 

cultural, educational and scientific-technical exchanges and 
r: 1},$eoss. rl{e A/DR/Ylfll1u1 TiolV 

people-to-people contacts, ~ nd also to deve lop trade and 
,?6t.n·r"t_&_.v5 w,r,f,AI J.Aws A.v 13 "1<~vLA Tio.vs 

economic ~ ; The sides noted with satisfaction that work on 

the Agreement on Contacts and Exchanges in Scientific, 

Educational and Cultural Fields has been 

[1'hey agreed on the importance of 

completed. 
t!.e,e,pdn"r, v& Te, 
resolv~ humanitarian p 

that there should be greater understanding 

among our peoples and that to this end they will encourage and 

permit greater travel and people-to-people contact. In 

addition, they have agreed upon some specific initiatives to 

facilitate contact and cooperation as set forth separately0" -z.. 
I I \ \ , )f:' 
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NORTHERN PACIFIC AIR SAFETY 

The two leaders also noted with satisfaction that, in cooperation 

with the Government of Japan, the United States and the Soviet Union have 

agreed to a set of measures to promote safety on air routes in the North 

Pacific and have worked out steps to implement them. 



CIVIL AVIATION/CONSULATES 

They acknowledged that delegations from the United States 

and the Soviet Union have begun negotiations aimed at 

resumption of air services. The two leaders expressed their 

desire to reach a mutually beneficial agreement at an early 

date. In this regard, an agreement was reached on the 

simultaneous opening of Consulates General in New York and Kiev. 



ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

Both sides agreed to contribute to the preservation of 

the environment -- a global task -- through joint research and 

practical measures. In accordance with the existing US-Soviet 

agreement in this area, consultations will be held next year in 

Moscow and Washington on specific programs of cooperation. 



.. ,,tJe:--S7) 
-('~c! I," 

Po-r-(ft-1""' Qyl/' 

Both leaders £le.y~ emphasized the ~ tanc f developing 
controlled thermo;Ynuclear fusion for pea ful purposes an~j.a~e'] 
in this connection, spoke.l"'in favor of ,feasible and pra c tical - -n/~tl'ST 
international cooperation in obtaining 'this source of energy1 ?;~,~'8 
which is essentially inexhaustible~for the benefit of all 
mankind. ~ will gather and evaluate existing research o~ 
magnetic fusi~ with the ultimate objective of a multinational 
demonstration projec~ provided the research results are positive, 
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e,_ U--L, .,.--LA,.,tt, A,_ 
~BHii:R n li. ilH9HiMiGBS AGREEMENT 

[:he President of the United States and the General 

Secretary of the Central Committee of the CPSU attended the 

signing of the Agreement on Contacts and Exchanges in the 

Scientific, Educational and Cultural Fields.] 

~~· .. ... :~ 
· .:. t.,. __ 



EXCHANGE INITIATIVES 

U5-Proposed Language 

The two leaders agreed on the following new programs to 

foster contact, communication, and cooperation between their 

societies: 

a substantial increase in undergraduate and secondary 

student exchanges with an initial goal of 300 students 

from each country each year. 

the annual exchange of ten professors to conduct special 

courses in history, culture and economics in Soviet and 

American institutions of higher education. 

the creation of a US-Soviet scholarship program for ten 

of the best students from each country in the natural 

sciences, social sciences, humanities and technology for 

the period of an academic year. 

a program of three-month courses in the USSR to improve 

the competence of American teachers of the Russian 

language, and in the U.S. to improve the competence of 

Soviet teachers of the English language, for up to 200 

participants from each country annually. 

I 



the exchange of groups of elementary school children for 

stays in summer camps of the other country. 

a joint program of cancer research. 

a program for cooperation in the development of 

educational software for elementary and secondary school 

instruction. 

the continuation and expansion of regular television 

bridges, bringing together groups of Soviet and American 

scientists, journalists and performers. 

the substantial expansion of contacts in sports, 

including annual meetings in various sports, the 

exchange of athletic information and increased 

television coverage of sports. 

to encourage a major expansion of sister city ties, 

which would involve regular visits by citizens of those 

cities to their counterparts. 

The leaders agreed to offer their support to appropriate 

organizations in each country to develop concrete programs to 

implement these initiatives. 

I 



(26) The two sides ag ed to contribute to the 

preservation of the env· onment -- a global ta -- through 

joint research 

be 

of 

the 

area, consultations will 

in Moscow and ashington on specific programs 

s 'v J reK - p ,,opci-se cA- ~ ~ •-1-0.~~ 

(27) The two leaders agreed on the utility of broadening 

exchanges and contacts including some of their new forms in a 

number of scientific, educational, medical and sports fields 
I 

£,<llf/JII/~ v.s 'f 
( cooperation in the development of educational·· software fo~ 
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elementary and secondary school instruction; measures to 

promote Russian language studies in the United~ States and 

English language studies in the USSR; the- anntia-1.:,_-exchange of /pl 

professors to conduct special courses in history; ·c:ttlture and 

economics at the relevant departments of Soviet· and American · 

institutions of higher education; mutual allocation of 

scholarships for the best students in the natural sciences, 

technology, social sciences, and humanities for the period of 

an academic year; holding regular meets in various sports and 

increased television coverage of sports events; etc.). The two 

sides agreed to resume cooperation in combatting cancer 

diseases. 



(28) The relevant agencies in each of the countries are 

being instructed to develop specific programs for these 

exchanges. Tit ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

~th:,.;~d~~~~ 

III. 

The General Secretary of th Central Committee 

to meet again in 

pertaining to improving 

and 

the 

the relations 

international 

to consider the 

een the two 

situation in the worl . 

( 3 0) 

States accepted an invit 

Central Committee oft 

tries, to enhancing 

improvement of the overall 

the President of the United 

the General Secr'etary of the 

the Soviet Union. For 
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EXCHANGE INITIATIVES 

The two leaders consider that it is a high priority to 

increase people-to-people contacts and cooperation. They 

agreed that new forms of such contact and cooperation should be 

developed on an urgent basis. They have instructed relevant 

agencies in each of the two countries to develop specific 

programs and to report back to them for concrete decisions. 



f;',.,A L IJ.s. oF 
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JOINT STATEMENT 

By mutual agreement, President of the United States 

Ronald Reagan and General Secretary of the Central Committee of 

the Communist Party of the Soviet Union Mikhail Gorbachev met 

in Geneva November 19-21. Attending the meeting on the U.S. 

side were Secretary of State George Shultz; Chief of Staff 

Donald Regan; Assistant to the President Robert McFarlane; 

Ambassador to the USSR Arthur Hartman; Special Advisor to the 

President and the Secretary of State for Arms Control Paul H. 

Nitze; Assistant Secretary of State for European Affairs 

Rozanne Ridgway; Special Assistant to the President for 

National Security Affairs Jack Matlock. Attending on the 

Soviet side were Member of the Politburo of the:,· Central. 

Committee of the CPSU, Minister of Foreign Affairs E. A. 

Shevardnadze; First Deputy Foreign Minister G. M. Korniyenko; 

Ambassador to the United States A. F. Dobrynin; Head of the 

Department of Propaganda of the Central Committee of the CPSU, 

A. N. Yakovlev; Head of the Department of International 

Information of the Central Committee of the CPSU L. M. 

Zamyatin; Assistant to the General Secretary of the Central 

Committee of the CPSU, A. M. Aleksandrov. 

These comprehensive discussions covered the basic 

questions of U.S.-Soviet relations and the current 

international situation. The meetings were frank and useful. 

Serious differences remain on a number of critical issues. 



While acknowledging the differences in their systems and 

approaches to international issues, some greater understanding 

of the each side's view was achieved by the two leaders. They 

agreed about the need to improve u.s.-soviet relations and the 

international situation as a whole. 

In this connection the two sides have confirmed the 

importance of an ongoing dialogue, reflecting their strong 

desire to seek common ground on existing problems. 

They agreed to meet again in the nearest future. The 

General Secretary accepted an invitation by the President of 

the United States to visit the United States of America and the 

President of the United States accepte~d _an .. -in.vitation by the 
. . . 

General Secretary of the Central Commf t:tee.., of "'t:he ' CPSU to visit · 

the Soviet Union. Arrangements for and timi....mj.;.Gf:. .. the visi.ts .-
:.:1~ • 

. ... . 

will be agreed upon through diplomatic channel:s ... . •• • 

In their meetings, agreement was reached on : a. ~umber of 

specific issues. Areas of agreement are registered in the 

following pages. 



SECURITY 

The sides, having discussed key security issues, and 

conscious of the special responsibility of the USSR and the 

U.S. for maintaining peace, have agreed that a nuclear war 

cannot be won and must never be fought. Recognizing that any 

conflict between the USSR and the U.S. could have catastrophic 

consequences, they emphasized the importance of preventing any 

war between them, whether nuclear or conventional. They will 

not seek to achieve military superiority. 



NUCLEAR AND SPACE TALKS 

The President and the General Secretary discussed the 

negotiations on nuclear and space arms. 

They agreed to accelerate the work at these negotiations, 

with a view to accomplishing the tasks set down in the Joint 

U.S.-Soviet Agreement of January 8, 1985, namely to prevent an 

arms race in space and to terminate it on earth, to limit and 

reduce nuclear arms and enhance strategic stability. 

Noting the proposals recently tabled by the U.S. and the 

Soviet Union, they called for early progress, .in particular in 

areas where there is common ground, including-. the , .principle.- of 

50% reductions in the nuclear arms of the U.S. and the USSR 

• appropriately applied, as well as the idea of an interim INF 

agreement. 

During the negotiation of these agreements, effective 

measures for verification of compliance with obligations assumed 

will be agreed upon. 



RISK REDUCTION CENTERS 

The sides agreed to study the question at the expert 

level of centers to reduce nuclear risk taking into account the 

issues and developments in the Geneva negotiations. They took 

satisfaction in such recent steps in this direction as the 

modernization of the Soviet-U.S. hotline. 



, 

NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION 

"General Secretary Gorbachev and President Reagan 
reaffirmed the co:mtitrnent of the USSR and the USA to the 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and their 
interest in strengthening together with other countries the 
non-proliferation regime, and in .further enhancing : the 
effectiveness of the Treaty, inter. &1.ia J:lY enlarging- its.: ... • 
membership. -

They note with satisfaction~_·t~ av•;:aJ l posi.tiva,~ts.­
of the recent Review Conference or· ~that',i t1 en tha •=--
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. ~h. - ~ 

The USSR and the USA reaffirm th•ir::u; hill JI ;;;eat;;•* 4 ad · 
by them under the Treaty on the Non-Pr~ar•tinn ~-SUel.ear . 
Weapons, to pursue negotiations in gooc!'"':~ cm. matters of 
nuclear arms limitation and disarmament iD.. acc:nrdanc:a with 
Article VI of the Treaty. 

The two Sides plan to continue to promote the strengthening 
of the International Atomic Energy Agency and to support the 
activities of the Agency in implementing safeguards as well as 
in promoting the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 

They view _positively the practice of regular Soviet-US 
consultations on non-proliferation of nuclear weapons which have 
been businesslike and constructive and express their intent 
to continue this practice in the future.• 



CHEMICAL WEAPONS 

In the context of discussing security problems, the two 

sides reaffirmed that they are in favor of a general and 

complete prohibition of chemical weapons and the destruction of 

existing stockpiles of such weapons. They agreed to accelerate 

efforts to conclude an effective and verifiable international 

convention on this matter. 

The two sides agreed to intensify bilateral discussions 

on the level of experts on all aspec~s of _such a chemical 
.. 

·• ~ . 
weapons ban, including the question of'·. verification . .. They 

agreed to initiate a dialogue on preventing ·the: -:prolifera:t.ion 
-' i q~ .. -

of chemical weapons. 



MBFR 

The two sides emphasized the importance they attach to 

the Vienna (MBFR) negotiations and expressed their willingness 

to work for positive results. 



COE 

Attaching great importance to the Stockholm Conference on 

Confidence-and Security Building Measures and Disarmament in 

Europe and noting the progress made there, the two sides stated 

their intention to facilitate, together with the other 

participating states, an early and successful completion of the 

work of the conference. To this end, they reaffirmed the need 

for a document which would include mutually acceptable 

confidence and security building measures and give concrete 

expression and effect to the principle of non-use of force. 

: ::.· -. 



PROCESS OF DIALOGUE 

President Reagan and General Secretary Gorbachev agreed 

on the need to place on a regular basis and intensify dialogue 

at various levels. Along with meetings between the leaders of 

the two countries, this envisages regular meetings between the 

USSR Minister of Foreign Affairs and the U.S. Secretary of 

State, as well as between the heads of other Ministries and 

Agencies. They agree that the recent visits of the heads of 

Ministries and Departments in such fields as agriculture, 

housing and protection of the environment have been useful. 

Recognizing that exchanges of views on regional issues 

on the expert level have proven useful, they agreed to continue 

such exchanges on a regular basis. They ·aLso ·agreed. that ·· 

regional issues would be addressed at tne,·: ~ -mgs- of Foreign--:. 

Ministers. 

The sides intend to expand the programs of bilateral 

cultural, educational and scientific-technical exchanges, and 

also to develop trade and economic ties. The President of the 

United States and the General Secretary of the Central 

Committee of the CPSU attended the signing of the Agreement on 

Contacts and Exchanges in Scientific, Educational and Cultural 

Fields. -

They agreed on the importance of resolving humanitarian 

cases in the spirit of cooperation. 

They believe that there should be greater understanding 

among our peoples and that .to this end they will encourage and 

permit greater travel and people-to-people contact. 



NORTHERN PACIFIC AIR SAFETY 

The two leaders also noted with satisfaction that, in 

cooperation with the Government of Japan, the United States and 

the Soviet Union have agreed to a set of measures to promote 

safety on air routes in the North Pacific and have worked out 

steps to implement them. 



CIVIL AVIATION/CONSULATES 

They acknowledged that delegations from the United States 

and the Soviet Union have begun negotiations aimed at 

resumption of air services. The two leaders expressed their 

desire to reach a mutually beneficial agreement at an early 

date. In this regard, an agreement was reached on the 

simultaneous opening of Consulates General in New York and Kiev. 



ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

Both sides agreed to contribute to the preservation of 

the environment -- a global task -- through joint research and 

practical measures. In accordance with the existing US-Soviet 

agreement in this area, consultations will be held next year in 

Moscow and Washington on specific programs of cooperation. 



EXCHANGE INITIATIVES 

The two leaders agreed on the utility of broadening 

exchanges and contacts including some of their new forms in a 

number of scientific, educational, medical and sports fields 

(inter alia, cooperation in the development of educational 

exchanges and software for elementary and secondary school 

instruction; measures to promote Russian language studies in 

the United States and English language studies in the USSR; the 

annual exchange of professors to conduct special courses in 

history, culture and economics at the relevant departments of 

Soviet and American institutions of hi~ .. education; mutual 

allocation of scholarships for the best &blde.nt~ in the . natural 

sciences, technology, social sciences, and -ft~~ities £or- the:· 

period of an academic year; holding regular meets in various 

sports and increased television coverage of sports events). 

The two sides agreed to resume cooperation in combatting cancer 

diseases. 

The relevant agencies in each of the countries are being 

instructed to develop specific programs for these exchanges. 

The resulting programs will be reviewed by the leaders at their 

next meeting. 



FUSION RESEARCH 

The two leaders emphasized the potential importance of the 

work aimed at utilizing controlled thermonuclear fusion for 

peaceful purposes and, in this connection, advocated the widest 

practicable development of international cooperation in obtaining 

this source of energy, which is essentially inexhaustible, for 

the benefit of all mankind. 
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PARTICIPANTS: 

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

REAGAN-GORBACHEV MEETINGS IK GENEVA 
November, 198 5 

First Private Meeting 

November 19, 1985 

10:20 - 11:20 A.M. 

Maison Fleur d'Eau, 
Geneva, Switzerland 

Unitea States 

President Ro~a J c Reagan 
Dimitri Zarechnak, Interpreter 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

t-~ikhail Go r b c: ::hev, General Secretary, Central Comrrd ttee, 
CoITLmunist Party of the Soviet Union 

Yur i D. Uspe~sky, Interpreter 

* * * * * * * 

After th~ official photographers and the rest of the staf= 
left the room, President Reaoan began the conversation by 
telling the General Secretary that the two of them could really 
talk now. The President indicated that he approached this 
meeting with a very deep feeling and hoped that both of them 
could realize its importance and the unique situation that they 
were in. 

The President indicated that both he and the Genera~ 
Secretary h8.d come from similar beqinnings which were quite 
different from their current positions. He, Reagan, was born 
and began his life in a small farming community, and now the two 
of them were here with the fate of the world in their hands, so 
to speak. The U.S. and the Soviet Union were the two greatest 

v 

B 

~Ct -off_ -II~ 

dfh_ NARA, DATE . 
_) 



r ', -~---r- ,· -... - . - .. . - - - ... .. _ __ , _ 

c,,t:r,-:.::ies or: Ear-th, t~'= s 1Jr•-e::::-!=":,wsr-E:. 'I::e~· were th':: only cr:e= 
w~c coult s~art Worlt Var !II, b~-:. ~:so the o~:\· two cou~~ries 
that could brine; pea::e to the \,•or-~c.. 

The President said that the twc c: theffi would talk abou~ 
many thi~gs, including arms, in tne main ~eeting, but he 
wondered if the primary aim between therr should not be tc 
eliminate the suspicions which each side had of the other. The 
resolution of other questions would follow naturally after this. 
To talk about arms while such suspicions exist is an empty 
exercise as both sides are defensive at the various negotiations 
because of these suspicions. Countries do not mistrust each 
other because of arms, but rather countries build up their arms 
because of the mistrust between them. 

The President expressed the hope that in their meetings they 
could get at the sources of the suspicions which exist. The 
Soviet Union did not approve of the U.S. system of government, 
and the U.S. did not approve of the Soviet system, and each 
could fol lo\-.' its Ow:! way, but with peaceful competition. 

General Secretarv Gorbachev said that he \•:ould like to 
return ~o the beginnins, and tha~J: the President for receiving 
ti~. He agree6 with the President that this meeting was im­
portant in itself ant he was glad that it was taking place. 
There had been no meetings between the U.S. President and the 
Genera: Secretary o= the USSR for ~ix years, and many problems 
had developed in U.S.-Soviet relations and in the world in that 
pe~iod. He would also speak 0£ the2e i~sues at the larger 
s eetins, but woulf row :ike to avail hirnse}f o= the opportunit~· 
whict such a private meeting af=ords. Ee had met with members 
c: the C.S. Co~qress and repr-ese~tatives o= the U.S. Administra­
tion, but the Soviet side recognized the i~portance of a meeting 
with thE- President, and he, Gorbachev, '"'-oulc ! ike to t2 lk 
quietly, with respect for the U~ite~ Sta~PE art for the Presi­
dent, about many issues. 

Gorbachev indicated that the Soviet side had prepared many 
reonths for this meeting, and he had tried tc get a better 
understanding of the U.S. from Soviet and American sources. He 
had familiarized himself with all of the President's statements, 
and had paid special attention to the most recent ones. The 
main conclusion he had come to was that he was convinced that he 
and the President could not ignore each other. Nothing good 
would happen if the two sides took a different approach. But he 
wa~ convinced that he could begin to change our relations for 
the better This was his nain theme, and the starting point for 
the meeting. After he had come to this conclusion, he had 
reviewed it a thousand times: perhaps it was too simplistic, 
bearing in mind the tremendous difference£ between the two 
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c ou n ~~~~s~ Th iE ~ ~s, c~ c ~~~s E , s ~ , b~ t c ~ th~ other tan t ~he 
two cou~tries were s c i n ~err~:c t ec. 

Gorbachev continued tha~ i n the Sovie t Union it was co~­
sidered that serious rn~asures 0u~ht to be undertaken to i~prcve 
U.S.-Soviet relatior:r:. Th is wculc. cierr,a nd political will at the 
hiohest levels. A ve~itable ave l anche of information was 
de;cending upon Gorbachev and the President, both internally and 
from all around the world. Gorbachev was convinced that there 
was not only the fear of mutual destruction, although thi£ did 
exist, but a realistic evaluation shewed that the U.S. and the 
Soviet Onion ~could cooperate, and they had done so in the past, 
without changing their political systems, culture or ideologies. 
They had cooperated in the area of economics, trade and culture 
while respecting the choices made by the U.S. people, and, 
obviously, the Soviet people as well. 

Gorbachev said that there had sometimes been squalls in the 
bilateral relationship which had been severe, perhaps extremely 
so, but he could definitely state that in the USSR there was no 
enmity toward the United States or its people. The Soviet Union 
respected the U.S. and its people. The Soviet people and the 
leadership of the Soviet unior. recoqnized the role of the U.S. 
in the wo rld, and ~ished it no t Errr. They realized that inter­
national relatio~s could net be bu i lt 0~ a desire to harm 
Americ a ~ i nterests. 

At this point Gorbachev indicated that he would like to 
pause tc permit the President to speak, and the n he would like 
tc say a few things about the Soviet s i de'E understanding of the 
presen t inter~?.tion al s i tucticn and what he thought should be 
change ~ ir. our policies in cr6er to have a mere constructive 
relation ship basec c-~ qreater realism. 

Th~ President replied that there ~2s nc ques t on but that the 
Soviet and AP.lf-rican peoples, if they lea::::-ned more c:.bout eacr. 
ether, wc,u ld find t r.at they had r.,ar. y things ir: corrJT1on, and that 
f riendshi f between them would qrow. Unfortunately, it was not 
people bu t 9cvernments that created arms. 

The President continued th2t prior to this meetin9 there had 
been a wave of good wishes from the people of the United States, 
primarily expressing the desire to have peace. He knew some­
th i ng about the Soviet Unior. and its concern about war because 
of the suffering which the country had undergone in the Second 
World War -- the courage, the sacrifices anc the fact that 20 
million pe0ple had been lost. People do not like war. Ameri­
cans hate war. America is too good a place to be when there is 
no war. 

s~ 



The ~reside~~ cc ~~inuet tta ~ ~?ool~ d i t not ~e~ i~t~ ~r oub:E 
when the•· talked tc €2ch cthe=, b~t rather whe~ the~ ta!kE6 
ab0ut ea~h other . ~here h aE bee~ too ~uct o~ the latter on both 
sides, anc not enousrr. C·! ta lkir!~ tc each othe:-. Ir. the meetinq 
with the larcer crouL, ~here he an~ Gorbachev sho~ld soon move, 
the E io.es could €}:?:'lain vc!lV there is mistrust betv-:een them, bu~ 
could make a be9in~inq to iry to e l irrinate this nistrust. 

Gorbachev replied that thev v•ould discuss specific crnestions 
durina their Gen~va meetincrs, but he wished to crive his-evalua­
tion ~f the present intern~tional situation as the Soviet side 
saw it, while they were still ir. their one-on-one meeting. He 
thought that a new policy was needed which would be adequate for 
the present international situatior.. The first thing that was 
needed was a policy aimed at resolving the central issue of the 
present time, that is, the question of war and peace. In the 
Soviet Union, in the United States, and in the whole world this 
was the question which was in the minds of everyone, even 
ordinary people, not to mention those who were more familiar 
with international processes. 

Gorbachev ccr:ti::iued that if the tt:c sides reached a substan­
tive ~gree~ent ir Geneva, which would incr~ase people's hope ant 
would not destroy their view of the fu~ure with respect to the 
~uestion o: ~ar and peace, this wculd be a great accornplishrnen~. 
The quest!on of e nding the arms race was of critical importance 
in interna~ional politics, and we needed to say s o~ething ·to the 
world about this. The Soviet side is in favor of this. The 
r.s. side says tha~ nuclear war c~nno~ be permitted, and that it 
is for peace . Ke ~eed to find a formula ~t this reeting which 
~ould give i~?etus toward moving t0wa:-ds resol ution of the rncrE 
important jssues. This was the first t h ing. 

Gorbachev continued that he would net like to seem irrespon­
sible vis-a-vis the President, vis-a-vis his own country and 
vis-a-vis the wo rld ~ith regar6 to ttis rnain issue. Younq 
people were wondering about whether t hey would be alive or not, 
and the older 9eneration, that hac suffered so ~uch, was also 
thinking about this. Yes, we have a meeting in Geneva, and we 
need to create an impetus. If nc such impetus is created, there 
will be great disappointment, and no statPments or press an­
nouncements will justify the meeting. People will say that we 
are irresponsible. And the two sides should not subject them­
selves to such a fate. 

Gorbachev said that he would like to say two brief thinas 
about what realities Soviet and C.S. foreig~ policy should fake 
into account. There were many problems in the world, involving 
capitalist countries and socialist countries, not to mention 
third-world cou~tries, where the problems were the greatest. 
The problems invclve~ questionE of eco~omics, structural change, 
ecolog~· , sociology, etc. Al! of these issues demanded ocr 
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atte~t~0~ an~ · rec~i~~t s ~l u~~ c~~ ~~EE~ er c~~p~~ ~ ~ l0 ~ ~a~ j s~ 
thaL confrontatic~. This vas ~f~ secc~~ t~inc t~ a ~ Gc~bac h~~ 
\\. i shed t C say . 

Gorbachev continuee that the thir~ thing wa 2 thst the two 
countries tad had conflicts, both openly and privately, witt 
reoard to re~io~al, third-world issues. But there was a great 
number of de\relopinq countries, and dozens of newly-created 
ones. Thev had areat amounts of. natural and human resources, 
but they w~re noi only behind the developed countries, but the 
gap between them was growing greater. There was hunger, illit­
eracy and disease, causing a great deal of turmoil. We need to 
take a new political approach to these issues in order to 
resolve them. This was the basis for Gorbachev's approach to 
foreign policy, as well as that of his colleagues. 

Gorbachev indicated that the issue of national interests had 
arisen. The Soviet Union had its national interests and the 
U.S. had them as well. Other countries also had their 
national interests. In the international context, we could not 
speak of advancing some of these interests at the expense of 
suppress~n~ others. ~ithout such an approach it would be 
diff i cult t o act in the international arena. He had spoken 
sincerely abcut these three things. The Soviet Union was not 
playin~ s two-faced game. If it were playing such a game with 
regard to the Gnited States, if it harbored secret intentions, 
then there coulf be no improvement in the relationship. He was 
since=e about ~his, and this applied to both countries. 

Gc rbache~ .apologized that he had taken so long, and said 
~hat he would bE endinc shortly. Perhaps the ?resident was 
a~2re that a s logan had beer ~se~ durinq the time of this 
mee ~inc in Geneva which said th2t Reagan ant Gcrbachev should 
bea= i~ mind tha~ the world 6:c not belonc on~y to the two of 
the..-. . 

~hE Freside~t replied that he had not heard about such a 
slogat, but he wished to reply brie:ly to what Gorbachev had 
sa ~c, and then he thought it would be better for the~ to join 
with t he rest of the group. He aqreed that the two countries 
could mutually help the developing countries, but one of the 
things that cre2ted mistrust of the USSR by the U.S. was the 
realization o f the Marxist idea of helping socialist revolutions 
throughout the world and the belief that the Marxist system 
should pr Yail. The U.S. felt, however, that the most important 
thinq fo= a country was its right to self-determination. The 
c.s. and USSR ccu}d help these c ountries, given our advanced 
technologies. ¾e could help them to improve their standards cf 
living. But the U.S. felt that the Soviet Union attempted tc 
use force to shape the developing countries to their own pat­
tern, and that such force was often used only bv a minority o : 
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improvin~ their econc~ies. Both our coun~:::-ies should e:i~in2te 
the mistrust w~ich exis~E between therr by discn~sing the causes 
of this reis~rust. The r.s. had a very fir~ belie~ that peop:e in 
all countries had the right of se!~-determination and the right 
to chocse thei:::- , c,;.•n form c:: aovernmen-:. 

The President indicated that when he anc Gorbachev would g~ 
into the rna~n ~eeting, he would greet the members of the Soviet 
Delegation, anp Gorbachev should greet ·the members of the U.S. 
Delegation, after which there would be a photo opportunity next 
to the fireplace before they sat down at the table. 

Gorbachev replied that they would continue to discuss these 
issues in the larger meeting, but he would like to say some more 
before they left the room. There had been those who considered 
that the American Revolution should have been crushed. The same 
applied to the French Revolution and to the Soviet Revolution. 
Over a long period of time millions of people had engaged in such 
struggles -- in India, Indonesja, in Algeria (where one-and-a-half 
million people had died in their struggle for freedom). The Sov­
iet ~nion die not consider that a way o: life could be imposed if 
& society were not ready for it. These were only empty phrases. 
All these things which ta~pen in the world have their natio~2l 
roots. The (l .S. sho~:c not think that Mosco~ was omnipotent and 
that when he, G0rbachev, woke UF every day he thought about which 
country he would now like to arrange a revolution in. This was 
simpl y net ~rue. Gorbschev indicate~ tha: a~ter his interpreter 
~ad tr2rs:atet what he had ~u~t said, he wculd like to co~vey 
sorne con~i6e~tial info~rration to Reag~~. after which they could 
move to ths ne~~ roo~. 

Gorbac h ev said that be~ore leavin~ for Geneva he had re­
ceived s o~e infor~ation ::rorr the Scvie~ Aca6s~v of Sciences, 
-=n°c1· &~ -~· \ . +-he l" -;t,,+c. ,;,...,_ E··r·r- c:+ -, -,h th"' ,...; --~ - .1. .!.C~--- - ·· •• s1..._ ~ - __ ,.___ a ...... ~~uc~es, i..: ere _ s __ er.. 
tists have oecome convinced that there would be a major earth­
quake in the area ci California a n d Nevada within the next three 
year~. Soviet scientists tad al~ays worked with U.S. scientists 
on these issues, and Reagan probably had kno~ledge of such 
information already, but this information was in addition to 
what had already been known. The Soviet scientists considered 
that the probability of an earthquake of a ma~nitude of 7 or 7.5 
on the Richter scale ~as :.we-thirds and the probability of one 
of 6 or 6.5 was three-fourths. The Soviet side was ready tc 
have its scientists give all the details to U.S. sci~ntists. 
They have not yet beer. published. 

The President replied that he realized that such an earth­
cuake was corsidered to be overdue. He nentioned that an entire 
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~a2 consideret tc be? "ri~q c~ ~ir~• b~cecEe cf t~~ ~olca~o~E 
th~re. This hat re2ently be e~ demcnE~rated in Colcrrtia, befor~ 
that in Mexicc an~ in the C.S. ~ith M~unt St. Hele~: thes~ 
volcanoes were showing greate~ acti,•ity. Because c~ faults i~ 
the earth ant shif~in~ plates, ~e k~o~ that such a~ event i~ 
overdue. A ~reet t~al of tension has been created ~long the Sa~ 
Andreas fault, a~c this tension had not been released by little 
quakes. The Pr~sicent indicated that he had not heard any 
specific time frame mentioned of the type that Gorbachev had 
spoken of, but all of cur scientis~s kne~ that this was overdue 
and could happ~n at any time. 

Prepared by: 
Dimitri Zarechnak, 
Department cf State 




