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United States 
Information 
Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20547 

MEMORANilJM FOR: 

FROM: 

,· 

November 12, 1985 

The Honorable 
Jae k Matlock 
Spa::ial Assistant to the President 

and Senior Director 
European and Soviet Affairs 
National Security Courcil 

Michael Pistor "J1P 
Acting Deputy Associate Director 

for Programs 

European Attitudes on the November Meeting 

The attached report gives a brief analysis of West European 
attitudes on the Geneva Meeting, gleaned from USIS PUblic Affairs 
Officers' reports, foreign media corranentary and news analysis. 

USIA 



November 12, 1985 

West European and other Attitudes on the November 19-20 Geneva Meeting: 
November 6 - November 12, 1985 

This briefing paper summarizes judgments from overseas USIS posts on public 
opinion and foreign media corronentary/news analyses on the upcoming Geneva 
meeting. The Posts surveyed for this report were London, Paris, Bonn, Rome, 
Geneva, Tokyo, and Tel Aviv. 

EXPECTATIONS FOR A PRODUCTIVE GENEVA MEETING DIMINISHED 

Reports of Secretary Shultz's corronents on his Moscow meeting with General 
Secretary Gorbachev have considerably dampened European optimism for a pro­
ductive Geneva meeting. 'Ihe Secretary's great credibility in Europe has meant 
that European press and informed publics take very seriously his sober assess­
ment. European media and informed publics now seem ready to accept as they 
have not before that, at best, the Reagan/Gorbachev meeting will start an 
ongoing dialogue rather than conclude significant agreements on arms control. 

THE PRESIDENT'S IMAGE IN EUROPE 

President Reagan's VOA address received comprehensive and favorable coverage in 
Europe. The President's words were reassuring to Europeans. In most countries, 
reports of the address were given straight, comprehensive treatment next to 
coverage and accompanying photos of the President reading his briefing books. 
Only the UK press played down the President's personal Geneva preparations, 
while at the same time maintaining that the President, not Gorbachev, is the 
leader who most needs to produce results from their meeting. 

GORBACHEV THE MAN 'ID WATCH IN GENEVA 

Reports on the Moscow meeting suggest that General Secretary Gorbachev is a 
harder man to deal with than the one who visited Paris. Recognizing that this 
is the man with whom the West will deal for the forseeable future, the con­
tinental European press is more inclined to scrutinize him critically at the 
meeting than they are the President, whom they feel they know. 

INTERNATIONAL MEDIA LOWERS EXPECTATIONS FOR THE GENEVA MEETING 

The major West European press continued their daily focus on events related to 
the approach of the Geneva Meeting. Expectations for •progress• at the meeting 
significantly declined as a result of Secretary Shultz's Moscow trip report and 
subsequent events such as the harsh TASS attack on the President's Saturday 
radio message to the Soviet people. There has been limited criticism of either 
side for the perceived current state of affairs. The dominant theme emerging 
at this juncture is that the Geneva meeting will be a •beginning point• for the 
two leaders. 

Coverage in selected major countries outside of Europe was moderate to heavy. 
The Japanese media gave daily coverage to events of the past week. They con­
tinued to remain cautiously upbeat about the meeting and viewed the anticipated 
omission of a joint corronunique as realistic at this point in time. Israeli 
press coverage and commentary were moderate in extent. 'Ihey continued to focus 
primarily on the impact the Geneva meeting may have on Middle East issues and 
Jewish emigration from the Soviet Union. 
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FLASH SURVEY RESULTS November 13, 1985 

WEST EUROPEAN ATI'ITUDES ON THE EVE OF GENEVA 

A flash USIA-sponsored telephone survey, November 1-8, among 500 adults each 
in Britain, France, West Germany, Italy and the Netherlands reveals: 

President Reagan's Image In Europe Is Somewhat Better Than Gorbachev's 

President Reagan is personally seen in more positive terms than is General 
Secretary Gorbachev (except in the Netherlands). The most significant public 
opinion edge for the President is that he is more widely seen as understanding 
of European problems than Gorbachev. Overall, public assessments of the two 
leaders are mixed. Both are widely seen as wanting world peace, but are also 
seen as likely to use military force to achieve objectives. Only a quarter to 
a third see both as trustworthy, listening to various points of view, or 
flexible in negotiations. 

Arms Control is Most Important Topic for Geneva; Human Rights and Regional 
Conflicts Weakly Tie for Second 

A majority of West Europeans feel that nuclear arms control is the ·most impor­
tant topic for the meeting, except in France. The top choice among the French 
is hl.1IMn rights in the Soviet Union, followed closely by arms control. PUblics 
in the other countries give slightly more importance to human rights than the 
resolution of conflicts outside Europe. SDI is not widely seen as a main topic 
on the agenda. 

Most Europeans Expect Little From Reagan-Gorbachev Meeting 

As in September, majorities in each of the five countries still expect the 
meeting to accomplish little or nothing. Pessimism is especially widespread 
in West Germany and the Netherlands, where about eight-in-ten think the meet­
ing will not help resolve various u.s.-Soviet issues. West Europeans are 
somewhat more optimistic about arms control than about the other issues raised. 
A majority of West Europeans still consider it unlikely that the United States 
and the Soviet Union will actually reach an agreement to reduce nuclear weapons 
in the next two years. 

SDI is a Good Idea But Many Would Sacrifice It for a Nuclear Accord 

Pluralities or majorities think SDI is a good idea and favor at least somewhat 
U.S. research on anti-missile defenses. But majorities (less in France) also 
think the U.S. should give up SDI research if necessary to reach a nuclear 
arms control agreement with the Soviets. As might be expected, large 
majorities feel space should be kept free of all weapons. 
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'!'ABLE 1. REAGAN'S IMAGE BE'ITER THAN OORBACHEV' S; 
OOl'H LEADERS VIEWED "AS WANTING PEACE 

Now I am going to read several statements. For each one, please tell me if you 
think it best describes President Reagan, the Soviet Leader Gorbachev, both of them 
or neither of them. 

a. Listens to various points of view 

Britain France w. German:i Ital:i Netherlands Weighted 
11/85 11/85 11/85 11/85 11/85 Av9. 
(511) (514) (504) (508) (505) (2542) 

Mr. Reagan 28% 31% 21% 24% 17% 25% 
Mr. Gorbachev 10 8 6 6 13 8 
Both 29 27 52 29 29 35 
Neither 27 22 10 27 31 22 
Don't know 7 12 10 14 9 10 

Total 101% 100% 99% 100% 99% 100% 

b. Is understanding of European problems 

Britain France w. German:i Ital:i Netherlands Weighted 
11/85 11/85 11/85 11/85 11/85 Av9. 
(511) ( 514) (504) (508) (505) (2542) 

Mr. Reagan 29% 34% 37% 27% 21% 31% 
Mr. Gorbachev 15 11 11 11 19 12 
Both 17 16 29 21 26 21 
Neither 32 31 17 31 28 27 
Don't know 7 8 6 10 6 8 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 99% 

c. wants world peace 

Britain France W. German:i Ital:i Netherlands Weighted 
11/85 11/85 11/85 11/85 11/85 Av9. 
(511) (514) (504) (508) (505) (2542) 

Mr. Reagan 22% 29% 19% 15% 15% 21% 
Mr. Gorbachev 8 5 5 6 5 6 
Both 53 37 64 55 60 53 
Neither 12 20 6 15 14 13 
Don't know 5 9 7 10 6 7 

Total 100% 100% 101% 101% 100% 100% 
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TABLE 1 (continued) 

d. Is trustworthy 

Britain France W. Germani Itali Netherlands Weighted 
11/85 11/85 11/85 11/85 11/85 Av9.. 
(511) ( 514) (504) (508) (505) (2542) 

Mr. Reagan 18% 34% 27% 22% 15% 25% 
Mr. Gorbachev 8 5 9 15 7 9 
Both 12 15 24 32 11 20 
Neither 51 34 26 20 53 34 
Don't know 11 12 14 10 14 12 

Total 100% 100% 100% 99% 100% 100% 

e. Is flexible in negotiations 

Britain France w. Germani Itali Netherlands Weighted 
11/85 11/85 11/85 11/85 11/85 Av9.. 
(511) ( 514) (504) (508) (505) (2542) 

Mr. Reagan 25% 28% 22% 24% 15% 24% 
Mr. Gorbachev 11 12 14 12 17 13 
Both 30 24 38 35 31 32 
Neither 28 23 15 20 28 21 
Don't know 5 12 10 9 8 10 

Total 99% 99% 99% 100% 99% 100% 

f. Is likely to use military force to achieve his objectives 

Britain France w. Germani Itali Netherlands Weighted 
11/85 11/85 11/85 11/85 11/85 Av9.. 
(511) ( 514) (504) (508) (505) (2542) 

Mr. Reagan 20% 11% 12% 13% 17% 14% 
Mr. Gorbachev 20 21 18 13 11 18 
Both 41 36 36 42 52 39 
Neither 13 22 26 20 14 20 
Don't know 6 10 7 12 6 9 

Total 100% 100% """"§9% 100% 100% 100% 
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TABLE 2. · r-oST IMPORTANT 'roPICS FOR THE REAGAN-OORBACHEV MEETING 

Which of these topics would you say is most iITq?Ortant for the meeting? 

Britain France w. German:f: 
~
tl Netherlands 

11/85 11/85 11/85 5 11/85 
( 511) ( 514) (504) (508) (505) 

Human Rights in 
the Soviet Union 17% 39% 22% 21% 12% 

Nuclear Arms Control 58 32 57 51 64 

The Resolution of 
Conflicts Q.it-
side Europe 10 16 10 10 10 

Research on 
Developing an 
Anti-Missile 
Defense System 13 11 7 12 12 

Don't know 2 2 4 5 l 

Total 100% 100% 100% 99% 99% 

TABLE 3. THE 'mo ftOST IMPORTANT 'roPICS COMBINED 

Britain France w. Germani Hmtl Netherlands 
11/85 11/85 11/85 5 11/85 
(511) ( 514) (504) (508) (505) 

Human Rights in 
the Soviet Union 37% 62% 50% 37% 36% 

Nuclear Arms Control 80 63 79 76 92 

The Resolution of 
Conflicts Q.it-
side Europe 44 42 35 40 44 

Research on 
Developing an 
Anti-Missile 
Defense System 35 25 27 33 34 

Don't know 2 2 4 5 1 

Total 100% 100% 100% 99% 99% 
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TABLE 4. UM EXPECTATIONS FOR NOVEMBER MEETING 

Among Those Who Think This Issue 
Most or Second Most Inp?rtant 

In Human Arms Regional SDI 
General Rights Control Issues Research 

BRITAIN: 
Great deal/fair amount 34% 20% 32% 22% 35% 
Little/nothing 64 77 67 75 61 

FRANCE: 
Great deal/fair amount 37 24 32 29 36 
Little/nothing 56 68 59 62 55 

w. GERMANY: 
Great deal/fair amount 15 16 20 11 10 
Little/nothing 80 78 75 86 78 

ITALY: 
Great deal/fair amount 36 35 40 26 42 
Little/nothing 59 53 52 66 49 

NETHERLANDS: 
Great deal/fair amount 13 15 17 11 18 
Little/nothing 84 81 80 85 79 

5-COUNTRY AVERAGE: 
Great deal/fair amount 29 23 30 22 30 
Little/nothing 67 70 65 73 62 
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• TABLE 5. WEST EUROPEANS FAVOR SDI RESEARCH 

To clarify how you feel about U.S. research on anti~issile defenses do you favor 
this research strongly or favor it somewhat, or do you oppose this research 
strongly or oppose it somewhat? 

Britain France w. Germani Hmt 1 Netherlands 
11/85 11/85 11/85 5 11/85 
(511) (514) (504) (508) (505) 

Favor it strongly 21% 32% 16% 23% 10% 
Favor it somewhat 40 34 32 35 41 

Subtotal 61 66 ~ 58 51 

Oppose it strongly 16 13 23 18 20 
Oppose it somewhat 17 13 17 11 20 

Subtotal 33 26 40 29 40 

Don't know 6 8 11 13 10 

Total 100% 100% 99% 100% 101% 

TABLE 6. MANY vK>U'LD SACRIFICE SDI FOR A NUCLEAR ACOORD 

Do you think the U.S. should give up research on an anti~issile defense system 
if that were necessary in order to reach a nuclear arms control agreement with 
the Soviet Union or is this research too important to give up? 

Britain France w. Germani Itali Netherlands 
11/85 11/85 11/85 11/85 11/85 
(511) (514) (504) (508) (505) 

Give up 53% 49% 75% 72% 70% 

To important 
to give up 43 45 20 26 27 

Don't know 4 6 5 2 2 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 99% 
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November 14, 1985 ~ 
MEMORANDUM FOR: The Honorable 

John F. Matlock 
Special Assistant to the President 

for European and Soviet Affairs 
National Security council 

FROM: Michael D. Schneider~­
Acting Associate Director 

for Programs 

SUBJECT: Highlights of European Public Opinion 
on the Eve of the Geneva Meeting 

The attached West European attitude survey results, compiled 
by the Agency's Research Office, are the latest in a series 
of reports to keep the public diplomacy community informed 
of timely findings regarding foreign opinion on the Geneva 
meeting, arms control and SDI. 

Results from a flash telephone survey conducted between 
November 1 to 8 show that: 

o President Reagan has one clear public opinion edge 
over Gorbachev: he is seen as more understanding of 
European problems. 

o In the minds of West European publics, the meeting 
agenda is dominated by arms control. Human rights 
and regional conflicts are weakly tied for second 
place. 

o Public expectations of the meeting's outcome are 
low: majorities believe the meeting will accomplish 
little or nothing. Moreover, they also believe that 
no agreement to reduce nuclear weapons will be 
reached in the next two years. 

o A majority of West Europeans favor SDI research but 
would sacrifice it to get an arms control agreement. 

SSFIE1l 
M-li\e H 'nes, August 29, 1997 

Y--- - ,-...:.. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL)USE 

D CLASSIFIED 

rtmlln~ of State Guidelines, J~IY 21 ,. 997 
l)'J _ PA A, ua. ' f- (t ,_ 


