
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

Collection: Matlock, Jack F., Jr.: Files, 1983-1986 

SERIES: III: US-USSR SUMMITS, 1985-1986 

Folder Title: Geneva Meeting: Allied Correspondence 

Box: 48 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material 
 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library Inventories, visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories 
 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  
 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-

support/citation-guide 
 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/ 
 

 

 

 

 
Last Updated: 09/29/2025 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/


WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name MATLOCK, JACK: FILES 

File Folder GENEY A MTG: ALLIED CORRESPONDENCE 

Box Number 48 

Withdrawer 

JET 6/10/2005 

FOIA 
F06-114/14 

YARHI-MILO 
4821 

ID Doc Type Document Description No of 
Pages 

Doc Date Restrictions 

14287 LETTER 

14288 CABLE 

14286 MEMO 

14289 CABLE 

PRESIDENT REAGAN TO THATCHER RE 
SOVIET UNION 

R 2/28/2008 NLRRF06-114/14 

121800Z SEP 85 

R 2/28/2008 NLRRF06-114/14 

MCFARLANE TO PRESIDENT REAGAN RE 
LETTER TO PRIME MINISTER THATCHER 

R 3/19/2013 F2006-:tgll!J:}P 
{l'-f/ IL-t_ 

PRESIDENTIAL LETTER ON 
SHEVARDNADZE MEETINGS 

R 2/28/2008 NLRRF06-114/14 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified Information [(b)(1) of the FOIA) 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose Information complied for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial Institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical Information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

3 ND Bl 

6 9/12/1985 Bl 

3 ND Bl 

5 9/18/1985 Bl 





~ET/SENS~ 

Throughout all of this, we must remember that the Strategic 
Defense Initiative is vital to our arms control efforts and 
to our hopes for a better, safer future. I cannot, and will 
not, endanger this research program which means so much to 
all mankind. During these difficult months ahead, I trust 
that I can count on your support and that ofyour Government. 
Our ability to negotiate effectively and achieve our 
objectives is dependent upon a sound SDI program. 

I believe we are in a strong negotiating position, and I 
share your view that Gorbachev has many incentives to try to 
reach an agreement. At the same time, the Soviet system does 
not encourage its leaders to compromise easily in arms 
control negotiations, especially a leader who may not yet 
have completely consolidated his position or who may owe 
great debts to the most hardline elements. He will be firm, 
but so will I. I am confident and ready. We will, of 
course, not solve the great differences between East and 
West, but I am optimistic that we can make some progress and 
set in motion the resoltition of specific problems. However, 
nothing could more undercut our prospects for success than 
for Gorbachev to sense that we are divided or that mere 
propaganda will be sufficient. 

On human rights, like you we will not shy away from raising 
these issues with the Soviets. I understand your point that 
this is an extremely sensitive issue with Gorbachev, but we 
must make clear to him the necessity of living up to the 
obligations assumed at Helsinki. And I will make clear to him 
that we have legitimate concerns about Soviet activities in 
many parts of the world. In particular, I will talk to him 
about Afghanistan. We must make certain that he has 
absolutely no doubts about how strongly we feel. 

I approach this November meeting with confidence. The 
General Secretary understands that we Americans, united with 
our European Allies, have rebounded from a period of demoral­
ization in earlier years. Then we failed to confront Soviet 
and Moscow-sponsored aggression throughout the Third World. 
Then we allowed our defense to lag behind. Today, we are 
e xperiencing renewed economic growth, we are stabilizing the 
military balance, and, most importantly, we have renewed our 
sense of purpose. The steadfastness we as an Alliance showed 
in 1983 as we deployed the NATO missiles will pay off. 
Gorbachev, I suspect, is corning to realize that he will have 
to deal with us in realistic terms. If so, we may be able to 
r e duce global tensions and establish a productive East-West 
dialogue. 

-S-ECRET (SENS -I~ 
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In the months ahead, we must maintain the closest 
communication. I welcome your invitation to have Bud 
McFarlane come to London. I have discussed this with Bud. 
He is prepared to come on about the 28th or 29th of 
September. 

Sincerely 

Ronald Reagan 

Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher 

SEC~ENSITIVE .. 
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FM CABINET OFFICE LONDON 

TO WH I TE HOUSE 

C O tJ F - ~ E N T I A L V I A C AB O C H AN IJ E L S - ----
F o L L ow I NG I s r E x T o F ME s s AG E tRi1t1"::Jrn~ffffi1tlutt1itB:71!.6,[GJ·ilf {~1!1Jl£L~ 
TO PRESIDENT REAGAN. 

BEGINS : 

'1-(Al?t'Jto], 
I PROMISED TO LET YOU HAVE MY THOUGHTS ON YOUR 

FORTHCOMING MEETING WITH GORBACHEV. SINCE YOU WILL BE HAVlfJG 

A FIRST ROUND WITH SHEVARDNADZE LATER THIS MONTH, IT MAY BE 

BEST TO GIVE YOU MY VIEWS NOW. FROM WHAT I HEAR, THEY MAY NOT 

COINCIDE WITH ALL THE ADVICE YOU ARE GETTING FROM YOUR OWN 

PEOPLE. BUT I THINK YOU WOULD EXPECT ME TO GIVE MY OWN VIEWS 

NONE THE L ES S~ f X CLAM. 

AS WE B OT H E X P E C T E D, ~:!rn:a_,'1~·1fE _Q I S S H OW I NG H I MS E L F T O B E A 
DE F T OPE RA T OR . HE I S PL A Y I tl G WE ST E RN PUB L I C OP I N I ON SK I L F UL LY 

AN D FOR ALL ITS \'/ ORTH. THE "TIME" I NTERRVIEW IS JUST ONE 
EX AM PLE . AND HIS PERFORMANCE IS SPOILED ONLY BY THE ARROGA NCE 

WHICH HE CANNOT ALWAYS CONCEAL. 

H I s _ (li_R f -ii s£1~f£iJ]-:-;-t3)fil£ :f iii~~~u~~T tt--fbl :{]_LJ.JJJl1ILJ 
DECLAS81FEJ 

NL~R FDb-· 11,i q111tlf l i~ 

BY O I NARA DATE r [ll ,~ t -cirri:-i-Bmu 
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YEARS OF DEADBEAT PERFORMANCES BY THE SOVIET UNION ON THE 

PUB L IC REL AT I ON S FRONT, WE l,:U ST NOT U IJ DER - EST I MATE THE 

V U L N E R A B I L I T Y O F O U R O VIN P U B L I C O P I N I O IJ T O G O R B A C H E V S r,, 0 R E 

s1; I LFUL TACT I CS. BUT IT IS E SSE NT I AL . THAT WE SHOULD llOT LET 

HIM MAKE ALL THE RUNNING. OTHERWISE PUBLIC ATTITUDES TO AND 

EXPECTATIONS FROM THE MEETING ITSELF WILL BE IRREVERSIBLY 

TILTED AGAINST YOU: AND THIS IN TURN WILL AFFECT THE WAY IN 

WHICH ITS RESULTS ARE INTERPRETED. WE MUST - AND THIS IS 

SOMETHING FOR ALL WESTERN GOVERNMENTS - COUNTER GORBACHEVS 

C A r.l P A I G N . 

CLEARLY ·i 

m!itIDJ ~-~ ~ ' . . . ~= . ' ~tlij9 
1w{<t@Ex~mlj:,;: ~1:~ws~~ .. w~. T H AT w A y L I E s c E R T A I N 

;Jl;t!~N~.rsz~tm>!Ell~1·01J ifilltu) 
{AKl:~~ fN!--:trW':·_v 1·rw~ J-O . AP.PR ,: .-~ ;: __ "Ji TR 

. !_..L_t--'_J-"J----==:s.."""'_:.. .I.c..a_.~.....=..;- '-":::::..'-=·.·~-R=~----~;T=-_ o--=fJ!Q_D _E~t1'J~1A r~· TROUBLEt_.-1-, N PA R·T-°tcu~L AR. 

BY THE NOT I ON \'/H I CH I S GA I NIN G GROUND THAT YOU SEE THE l,1E ET I NG 

AS L I TTL E MORE THAT A " GETT I NG TO KNOW YOU" SES S I ON, WHOSE 
ONLY OTHER TASK WILL BE TO SET AN AGENDA FOR FUTURE WORK. 

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU SHOULD TAKE THE MEASURE OF 

GORBACHEV AND HIS STYLE. IT IS EVEN MORE IMPORTANT THAT HE 
SHOULD GET THE FULL FLAVOUR OF YOUR SINCERITY AND SERIOUSNESS 

0 F P UR P OS E , T H E \'/ E ST S G RE A TE ST S I IJ G L E ASS E T . B UT A ME E T I NG 

L I I.I I TE D T O T H I S \'/I L L IJ OT S AT I S F Y P U B L I C OP I ri I O rJ I IJ E U R OP E T H AT 
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THE UNITED STATES HAS MADE A REALLY SERIOUS EFFORT TO ACHIEVE 

F O R WA R D MO V E ME N T I N E A S T /WE S T R E L AT I O N S . ~$iflfti..'!-;S -·-1Q3 

• . I • 

THE I S SUES. TH I S I S NOT J UST AS A 1,1A TT ER OF PRES E IJ TAT I ON. -~- --~ 

~ -•!"'·:... ... ~~ • · ~•fi.f;,,.J.-.. -., ,•&.-::~un -· eM:....,.. ·- 16.- -~~ _.::~.:,;.L_ "" _....,.... ~11·96 . .;.i 

~Jt1((R'olI;ARl! (t,~JtQ.ID!,~J!A)MU]to)·Gf~~~- .It w3RI½.)f 6.1(i;D~A~1I~!J..lq 
~lJJIX~U T H E R E MA Y B E G E N U I N E P R O S P E C T S O F U S E F U L P R O G R E S S 

PROVIDED THAT WE MAINTAIN WESTERN COHESION AND , AT THE SAME 
TIME, SHOW THAT \'/E ARE SERIOUS IN SEEKING BALANCED AGREEMENTS. 

I T R U.'i A I fJ S TO BE SE E N \'/HETH ER HE WANTS TO, 0 R CO UL D, DE L I VE R 

AG A I lJ S T T H E E tJ T R E I~ C H E D I IJ T E RE ST S I IJ T H E SO V I E T U l·J I ON . tmP 
ffl-0 ur.Ir;:P l -r.r:,•~JfT'Il~ T>n~ :rn1B 'TFS"f?:'I 
&:uw?- ·s:,;~~.2:z..ird~:;?:;;:sci,~d~~~L~£bh.,...;- -Cr:~:J 

,· ,; ~ : ~&l,l;L ' AL S O , B AS I N G Y O U R S E L F 
ON THE FOUR POINTS WHICH WE AGR(ED AT CAMP DAVID, BE PREPARED 

TO PUT TO HIM PROPOSALS ON THE PLACE OF STRATEGIC DEFENCE IN 
RELATION TO OFFENSIVE FORCES AND ARMS CONTROL. 

~ £1u:~1Yo, ·fD~;,~,e;,.omtst~lilt'.-» £:f .. et,c·n • ,~JJJi~af -~- (· ~~ .-~ ~i !~~wr __ o . 
U1 I 5;f ~O}>l)~.~ ~~:Al':'S1f"~;tu t.£<JfIDE-'.Cr'.AR] El'.t A TI .o_n fh 
\ta;;~~ · n ··n: --~;; ,..,...,,...,¥fl:i:t:;-<..>..-~j": ... ~ ~-< ~ & ~~.;",£fs~~~~~ .. ,-:,_~ .. :-:&---a&·a ) 35:~p.:.,...-:,~ ·,-,::, ·~ 

~ ~rt4~;~1J:~: ~}J~tI11!'Ii!I~~'m:'tiii:riry~p-~~-~iiTR_S~~~l~.2 
~~ ~~!2~~1t~t ~~p~ !/ !~I ~!D-ff r~ l I 1c.mrl~-#~~~'~l-Jl-Jt~~~~Jp~-' -­
lilliifil:.lE~PR..O GRAMMf £:;;,;B_EJ=·.O.R'~..'.:~:£1Kl}TI.-~--~_tt9JI~-.C;~:,:- .,TJ~;.:.~A[IJ._:~1(~ 
rnT1i[QG. u:t~Ji~~ .R.I :fAT{'OJfSll1 :P.~s:B.(JJ'ITT tr ~ (fF}_~ ~g1€::.A rro· ~ f F "CN} 1.J E 
l,_':'~ ~~ - '+rir:lei -:--~;.1-t:r~{.~.!t~~~.~~~....,,;r~~--~~~~~~..,.~ ---.,._ , ift.. 

E~-~ CE ~ ·,;;t lffJlfE~J3U:~]1J\_;.2l~&J y O u M I G H T H O L D O u T T O O T H E 
PROSPECT OF A REAFFIRMATION OF THE ABM TREATY, INCORPORATING A 
LO NGER PERIOD OF NOTICE OF TERMINATION, AS PART OF A PACKAGE 

E MB RAC I NG DE E P CUT S I N OFF E NS I VE WE APO NS . ~flflf.hlf:Gil.!:f~ 
1 'f!EffiT ~ r r-• r. u. nr_R £ ~.~-~r. tt: ·s.1 n1~s.2siom:l:7iIJL~ £_~-)~o Jh.~-:!2t_1J1g,~~ -~ 

_,...,..;a...,:,, ..____, 

rtttt;F ITIEl! T r/\L 
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I BELIEVE THAT AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE ON PROPOSALS ON 
THESE LINES WOULD ENABLE YOUR TALKS WITH GORBACHEV TO UNLOCK 
THE DOOR TO PROGRESS IN THE DETAILED ARMS CONTROL TALKS. BUT 

"t'1;':~tldf'JI~#f1i~~m·e:R]~'R?J5:s~ , 7 Z B • .~f; f• . "U~TA1Jffltf • ,i ~.::'._l f ::::I HER r~ 
.. ,. • M.-~-- ..-.-~ - - ~. -- ~- ~ - -, ,i;:~ .. • )} • . 1 ,_ - ...,_ , ·--,.,.Y -..:,.._ ~ _r,;....,. _ _,, ~ ::..> ,.,,._ ..... _Ac-, -:. '7!-J 

~2;!~lfflfilt~kt~1tJf;lutt~JWi~ oIIairn~11ilitJJ!X;.;Al~f t ~Af~ :Ol1'0 
~~~~tif!Wi;;1i!t~1n@J~F-11~:0!llfK~Of§.$ rfittiM.~'~Eoll~Ut.uUf!£JO 
G!l~~IBI]JJ~&tftt!W!ffJJ·lR2rlfilif&Jl!l[[~;11H~, q 

I HOPE THAT YOU WOULD ALSO BE ABLE TO REVIEW PROSPECTS IN 
OTHER ARMS CONTROL NEGOTIATIONS, ABOVE ALL CHEMICAL WEAPONS 
ABOUT WH I CH YOU KN O \'/ I AM PART I CUL ARLY CON CE RN ED. EVEN I F I T 
IS UOT REALISTIC TO EXPECT A BREAKTHROUGH ·1N THESE AREAS , IT 
WILL BE A CHANCE FOR YOU TO BRING HOME TO GORBACHEV THE 
IMPORTANCE WE ATTACH TO SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS LEADING TO 
R E S U L T S ; A N D T O B R I rJ G H O ME T O T H E P U B L I C T H A T I T I S T H E 
SOVIET UNION WHICH IS RELUCTANT TO CONTROL OR ABOLISH THESE 
WEAPONS. 

I AM SURE YOU WILL WANT TO RAISE Qll!!f~N-:].\:~~JP GORBACHEV 
SHOWED IN LONDON THAT WHEN CONFRONTED WITH PARTICULAR HUMAN 
RIGHTS ISSUES (INCLUDING INDIVIDUAL CASES) HE COULD GET TOUGH. 
WE FOUND HE REACTED MOST OFTEN BY HITTING BACK WITH ALLEGEDLY 
BAD f EAT URE S OF L I FE I N THE WEST. TH I S CAN TOO EA S I LY LE AD T 0 
AN ARGUMENT ABOUT THE FUNDAMENTALS OF OUR TWO SYSTEMS, OR THE 
T RAD I NG OF PART I CUL AR AC CU SAT I ON S. NE I THE R OF \'/H I CH I N .MY 
01'/N EXPERIErlCE IS LIKELY TO GET US ANYWHERE IN TERMS OF BETTER 
s o v I E T s E H Av I o u R. ____ f7".±Q1ltH>liJti;1Ig~~~ifE~~:itA~f1l~:t-01fcJr(ilr;ir.~J 
~:-tts.Irn:OL:[[fffr, cz A-e R-0 ss·i.·i ii~t oR B-AtH Lid-=wn~~IAnirfrJ:~----<; --

CO ~ 
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©Yl§fU!J -

T mtflttdiHZitimt&t.m!M>EH.1filffl[iJl!t·tt!)> fil 
'ffilliMJJnlf@l(rfs1>11Mffim. AS I PUT IT TO HIM, WE DO 

NOT SEE HIS SYSTEM THROUGH ROSE-TINTED SPECTACLES , BUT WE 

K N ow t@.!xrt i 0211t-v:tttirle~1J?J4tlfZ\7:tJ1!.~t@wWM>IJ 

ttIJJJI'J.Li. :t~r~~~f~WA.~~mff~1t~rs~-~~~ :~~~~u~ 
ill IfST N. E::Ss:rr-N O I~ )-.U.Sf~ m_[sl~:·a 0-UH> :A SJ?- A·N_:(j;,.._:_ [ .S; 1'1<AV:f , b. --~ ~ ... ~~- ----~ -- _-x.a.., _ _.,.__~~--~---- ~ - -

£9.lliillW1,.n!I11illJ1E§~!~;0J@[ffiJIB:I6i[~I:~t '.s~~ 
[fC'A us EfilJf.sJ rr&.x1~{ ~ ~~i]11~·01n~-~cK tJ~F:.illJIB 01rn.ro 
~iii.E!~Llt :!Jii?J~!C®.rj.sr.sn~--a1114.v(o~(rlii,A&BW,g ou R PE o PL E. 

0 N I'/ II O S E B E L I E F S O U R D E l,i O C R A T I C F O R E I G N P O L I C Y I S 

FOU UDED , \'/ILL CONTINUE TO DEMAND PROGRESS ON THESE 

MATTERS AND THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP HAVE TO RECKON WITH THE 

FORCE OF PUBLIC OPINION IN FREE DEMOCRATIC SOCIETIES. 

I WELCOME YOUR INTENT I ON TO DI SC USS II.fE~S~lfi.i:D I AM 
SURE YOU WILL STRESS IN PARTICULAR HOW STRONGLY WE ALL FEEL 

ABOUT m'.<LIJXH$li}J© I T I S H I G H T I ME THE RUSS I ANS D I D THE I R 
P A R T N O W T O U rm L ·o C K P R O G R E S S T O WA R D S A S E T T L E ME N T : AN D A 

tl ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ • A GE s Tu RE 
HE I OLE EAST-WEST 

RELATIONS. 

T H I S H A S B E C O 1,1 E A L O N G E R ME S S A G E T H A N I I N T E N D E D . A N D I 

CERTAINLY DONT WANT YOU TO FEEL THAT I AM LECTURING (PERISH 

THE THOUGHT)! EXCLA-M. THESE MATTERS ARE 1Mr,1ENSELY I MPORTANT AND 
DIF F ICULT TO JUDGE. BUT I AM CONVINCED THAT WE MUST STOP 

GO RBACHEVS PROPAGANDA BANDWAGON FROM GAINING TOO MUCH SPEED 
BEFOR E YOUR MEETING BY MAKING CLEAR NOW THAT THE US IS UTTERLY 

SERIOUS ABOUT MAKING THE MAXIMUM PROGRESS AT GENEVA ; AND THAT 

WE MUST SET CLE AR GOALS FOR THE MEET I NG ITSELF WITH WHICH OUR 

PEOPLE ON BOTH S I DES OF THE ATLANTIC CAN IDENTIFY , AND BY 
\'/H I C H T H E Y C A IJ U E AS U R E T H E liiE E T I IJ G S S U C C E S S. 
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I SHOULD BE VERY READY TO DISCUSS THESE POINTS MORE FULLY 
WITH BUD MCFARLANE IF YOU WERE ABLE TO SPARE HIM FOR A DAY OR 
SO TO COME OVER AS MY GUEST. IN THE MEANTIME I SEND YOU 
\'/AR~EST BEST WISHES AND MY FULLEST SUPPORT IN THE VERY 
DEMAIJDltJG TASKS WHICH YOU FACE. WE COULD NOT HAVE A BETTER OR 
B R A YE R C H A I.~ P I O N . 

EI! D S. 

BT 

WARM REGARDS 
YOURS EVER 

MARGARET 

C O I! r 11J·E H 

C.On 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 

SUBJECT: Letter to Prime Minister Thatcher 

Issue 

Response to Prime Minister Thatcher's letter of September 12, 
1985 (Tab B) . 

Facts 

Mrs. Thatcher wrote you on September 12 expressing her 
concern over General Secretary Gorbachev's propaganda 
campaign and urges you be prepared for active negotiation in 
November on arms control. She asks that you send Bud 
McFarlane to London on September 28th or 29th. 

Discussion 

Your response (Tab A), to be sent through the privacy 
channel, thanks her for her letter, expresses your 

· confidence, states that you are ready for the tough issues, 
and stresses the importance of SDI to the future of mankind. 
It notes that you are prepared to send Bud McFarlane to 
London as she requests. 

Recommendation 

OK No 

Attachme nts: 

That you sign your letter to Prime 
Minister Thatcher and that it be sent 
immediately through privacy channels. 

Tab A 

Tab B 

Letter to Prime Minister Thatcher 

Letter from Thatcher 

SECRE'ffSENSITIVE 
Decl a ssify by: OADR 

Prepared by: 
Ron Lehman 

B 

/ DECLASSI 

_,_~,/-''6lp 
3/ ') 
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ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON . D .C. 20506 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 

FROM: RON LEHMAN R(/"'-

14 September 1985 

SUBJECT: Presidential Reply to Thatcher 

Attached at Tab I is a Memorandum to the President forwarding 
a letter (Tab A) to Prime Minister Thatcher responding to her 
letter of September 12th. As directed, the reply is short, 
and we recommend that it be sent quickly through the privacy 
channel. On substance, the letter says that the President 
had planned to seek her views, acknowledges the importance 
both of keeping SDI on track and of managing the public 
arena. The letter states that we are well prepared and ready 
for active negotiation. 

The letter stresses close coordination and indicates that you 
may be available on the 28th or 29th of October to come to 
London. In that regard, you should be aware of several 
additional factors. First, this would be the weekend before 
Gorbachev gets to Paris and the French might want to see you 
as well. State has wo·rked up an allied consultation plan 
under Jack Matlock's direction which stresses the importance 
of not neglecting any of the Big Five. Kohl, in particular, 
wants to see the President, and State's consultation plan 
asserts that if any high level emrnissaries are sent anywhere 
between the Shevardnadze meeting and the Gorbachev visit, 
highest priority is to Paris. If you go only to London, we 
should probably send someone to other capitals, especially 
Paris. Be aware, unless there is a delay on MSE announce­
ments, it will be made public at about this time. 

Second, Ambassador Price will be hosting a birthday party for 
John Tower in London on the evening of the 29th. Tower will 
be in London on both the 28th and the 29th. He is our START 
negotiator and that offers some possibilities as well. A 
brief meeting with Tower could prove useful and if it did 
become known it would simply reinforce our message that the 
President has an energetic arms control program underway. In 
any case, it would provide a means for "on the scence" 
consultations and management. 

DEC S D 

\ 

SECFtE~SENSITIVE 
Declassify on: OADR 

N 
BY R_vJ 

F-o~ / { !LffLyjj '-I ~~lott 
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Recommendation 

That you forward the attached Memorandum and Letter to the 
President. 

Approve 

Jack Matlock Concurs 

Attachments 

Disapprove 

Tab I 
Tab A 
Tab B 

Memorandum to the President 
Letter to Mrs. Thatcher 
Letter from Mrs. Thatcher 

SEFR¢ /SENSITIVE 
;z 
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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL LETTER ON SH[YAR)NA)ZE MEETINGS. 

l. ~ ENTIRE TEXT> 

2. THERE FOLLOWS THE TEXT Of A PRESIDENTIAL LETTER ON 
THE US APPROACH TO THE UPCOnING MEETINGS WITH SOVIET 
FOREIGN MINISTER SHtYAR)NA)ZE• ACTION A))RESSEES SHOULI 
DELIVER APPROPRIATE VERSION Of TEXT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
TO HIGHEST APPROPRIATE LEVEL Of HOST GOYERNnCNT. USNATO 
PLEASE PASS TO SECRETARY GENERAL CARRINGTON THE TEXT fOR 
NATO ALLIES. THERE WILL BE NO SIGN£) ORIGINAL• 

3. fOR BONN, BRUSSELS, ~&Dbl AN) ROME: WHEN )[LIVERING 
THE LETTER, YOU SHOULI NOTE THAT THE PRESIIENT IS 
STRESSIN, TO LUBBERS TH[ InPORTANCt OF TH[ )UTCH INf 
DEPLOYMENT JECISION, AN) ftAY SHARE CONTENTS Of TH£ PARA 
FOR LUBBERS BELOW. 

~ • .. BEGIN TEXT ~f PRESIIENTIAL LETTER 

)£AR ____ : 
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I 2 ____ -"~ ~ r 
1h '("'< ~, ~ ~ , -r,f ~, 

Oft SEPTEMBm• "i I WILL EET~~T TH[ ~HITE H~SE WIT r 
SOVIET FOREIGN "INISTER SHEVARDNADZEJ ffi xi:iie.i Jli{ ( 
THIS MEETING,.. '2.S [A conts AT AN IMPORTANT STAGE IN OUR 
PREPARATIONS FOR "y NOVE"BER ENCOUNTER IN GENEVA WITH - tl@!£1 ( 
GENEftAL SECRETARY GORBACHEV.~ WANT TO SHARE WITH YOU "y 
THOUGHTS AN) TO ASK FOR YOUR SUPPORT AN) COUNSEL AS WE 
MOY£ INTO WHAT I HOPE WILL BE THE BEGINNING Of A ftORE 
PRO)UCTIVE PERIO) IN [AST-WEST RELATIONS• • 

W.Q. l...~ ~ ~~ 
e•1n Si 3 I wa, ,.,, : llftl, N1[ UNIT Et s,.u:cs l~lt- A 
CONCERTEI EFFORT TO IMPROVt RELATIONS WITH TH£ SOVIET 
UNION. OUR APPROACH HAS BEEN PRACTICAL~ WE HAVE sou,HT 
TO EXPAN) OUR DIALOGUE, RESOLVE OUTSTANDING PROBLEMS, AN) 
BUILD A fRAftEWORK fOR EFFECTIVELY AN) PEACEABLY MANAGING 
OUR CO"PETITION OVER THE LONG TERM. 

WITH THAT GOAL IN ftIND, WE ARE PREPARING VERY SERIOUSLY 
fOR MY NOVE"BER MEETING ■ OVER THE PAST YEAR, WE HAYE 
PRESENTED TO THE SOVIET UNION OUR VIEWS AHi ilG~S ON ALL 
ASPECTS OF OUR RELATIONS: ARMS CONTROL, REGIONAL 
PROBLtns, HUnAN RIGHTS AN) BILATERAL MATTERS- WE ARE 
CONTINUING TO ENGA,t THE SOVIET UNION IN A IISCUSSION Of 
SPECIFIC ISSUES, TO NARROW »IfF NCE AN) TO ARRIVE AT 
SOLUTIONS- ME HAYE HA) son[ UCCESS IN TH[ BILATERAL 
fl[Lp, SUCH AS - RECENT CONCLUSION Of AN AGR£EftENT WITH 

--,.HE USSR ANI JAPAN TO InPROYE THE SAfETV Of CIVILIAN 
AVIATION IN THE NORTHERN PACifIC. 

UNfORTUNATELY, THE SOVIETS HAVE YET TO )EAL SERIOUSLY 
WITH THE CENTRAL OBSTACLES TO PROGRESS IN EAST-WEST 
RELATIONS. IN THE AR"S CONTROL fIEL», FOR EXAMPLE, THE 
SOVIETS ARE PORTRAYING THEnSELVES AS READY fOR RA)ICAL 
RE)UCTIONS IN .NUCLEAR WEAPONS• AT THE NEGOTIATING TABLE 
IN ,rNCVA, HOW[V[R, THEY ASSERT THAT THE UNITED STATES 
nusT fIRST AGRE[ TO ABANDON OUR STRATEGIC »tfENSt 
RESEARCH PROGRAft BEFORE THEY WILL BE PREPARE) TO ENGAGE 
IN SERIOUS IISCUSSIONS Of THE SPECIFIC )£TAILS Of 
RE)UCTIONS. SinILARLV, WE HAVE NOT YET SEEN A ,tNUINt 
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SOVIET DISPOSITION TO A)DRESS OUR CONCERNS ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS OR REGIONAL QUESTIONS, PARTICULARLY AFGHANISTAN• 

A-'s '1-'-~ ~,J! I 
A>-T++t !siflE Tl"-~ THE SOVIETS ARE DIRECTING AN INTENSE , 
PROPAGAN])A CA"PAIGN Ain[D AT OUR PUBLICS. It. ii~ 'T°L-4 ..,,._ «Att-, ;r ~~-.tir THEREFORE, ALL THE "OR£ IMPORTANT THAT THE SOVIETS 
UNDERSTAND THAT THE WEST WILL NOT ACC£PT SOVIET 
PROPAGANDA AS A SUBSTITUTE fOR CONCft[T[ STEPS• I WILL BE 

___ .JPt~~ -WWZNG THIS "ESSAGE TO MR- SHEVARDNADZE IN ·W~SHINGTON),-,_l n 
~ , f HOPE THAT YOU WILL [ftPHASIZE IT IN ANY COMMUNICATIONS - lo-cl 

, ... tll :;: OH OR e,11,N iilffBER& IF YOUR GOY[RNfl[NT nAY HAY[ 
WITH THE SOVIET LEAIERSHIP. 

WMil[ THC CURRENT SOVIET POSTUIU'. 1'.! tl!*PPGINTIN,, WC 
WRL »O EVERVTHINC POSSIBLE 10 ACHI£VE CGNCRET[ RE!UtTS ~-
~HENiV£R MOSCOW 1-S PREPAREI TO N*Kf RE*LI!'rIC "-'L''"-"'-
A,RP,ENP.llf!. £XPERIENCE SHOWS THAT, WHERE PROGRES 
BEEN MADE IN TH[ PERIODS BEFORE 3tifHW-...-n TINGS. IT rtti!K' 
QPTIU R[~TS TH[ PRESSURE BROUGHT ON MOSCOW BY WESTEltN 
INITIATIVES~ IN GENEVA, OUR NEGOTIATORS WILL INSIST THAT 
GENUINE PROGRESS R[OUIR[S ,1v[-AND-TA~[ fROn THE SOVIET 
SI)E, NOT JUST OUK OWN, AND EMPHASIZE TH£ I"PORTANT 
CONTRIBUTION THAT A POSITIVE SOVIET STANCE IN THESE 
NEGOTIATIONS COULD "AKE TO THE NOVEMBER MEETING. ON --w 1' l ( 
REGIONAL ISSUES .. I IttiFCHI II EnPHASIZE u.s. WILLINGNESS 
TO REINFORCE OUR DIALo,u[ AN) TO INVIGORAT[ THE SEARCH 
FOR SOLUTIONS TO InPORTANT REGIONAL PROBLEMS, SUCH AS ..J: 
AfGHANISTAN AN» CAftBODIA. I WILL~TRESS TO SHEYAltl>NliZt - SO 
THAT HUnAN RIGHTS IS BOTH A LEGITI"ATE FOCUS Of MEST[RN 
CONCERN AND A MAJOR ASPECT Of OUR RELATIONSHIP~ BUT I An 
ALSO REAIY TO TEST WHETHER QUIET )IPLOMACY "IGHT BETTER 
ENCOURAGE THE SOVIET UNION TO TAKE CONCRETE STEPS TO 
IMPROVE THE ATMOSPHERE FOR THE nttTING IN GENEVA. 

{FOR NATO ALLIES:) __ ,J I ~'---'" fo 
-' ~~,.,._ ~S"~' 

( 

I 
I 

: 
I : 

iN STOCKHIL~ TH£ u.s. )[LEGATION wac WOR~ CLOSELY WITH 
OTHER ALLIES THIS ROUN» TO MOVE THE C)E INTO ftORE 
INT£NSIVE AN) )[TAIL[J NEGOTIATIONS ON CONCRETE 
CONfI1£NC[-8UILIIN, fl[ASUR[S. W[ ALSO WILL UR,£ THE 
SOVIETS TO REftOV£ THE OBSTACLES TO PROGRESS IN nBFR. 
{FOR ALL:) 

,. I 

IN sun, I INTEN) TO nAK[ CLEAR TO "R· SH[YAR)NA»ZE THAT 
£A~T-W[ST RELATIONS CAN InPROVE If TH£ SOVIETS ARE AS , 
RtA)Y TO NEGOTIATE IN P"IYATC AS THEY SAY THEY ARE 1J1.(>u..l l,t.i, • 
TMIR P~BLIC PRONOUNCE"tNTS. ! HOPE "R• S"E~ARINA•ZE 
WI~~ IE P~EPARCI TO IN)ICAT[ SPECIFIC !TfPS TMt SOVIET 
UNTQN IS WJILIN, Te ,,i£ TO tn,ROV! RELATitNS, AN»% WILL 

s~ 
( 



L~O~ CAR[FULLV AT ANY !ERIGUS PROPOSALS HE "I4HT 
SJFQ5P. HE WILL fINJ> US, AS I ~AV AID, WILLING TO 
TALK IN CONCRETE TERns. --
{CLOSING PARA fOR nITTERRANJ>) 
f"'- ll/\1\ CAHA.,, 

BACK IN TOUCH ~ITH YOU FOLLOWING 

AG 
HI 
IN 
I 

AR)NADZE O PTE"BER 2 If YOU 
SADOR HART O STOP . RIS 

TO BRIEf THE ME 
)ZE'S APPRO ARnS L 

, I WILL B ICULAR RE 
or nR. GOR fOLLO UR 

MAINTAINING N UNIT "C 
EVE THE GOALS SHARE ILDI 

ATIONSHIP WITH SOVIET U AN)) S 
PEA RALL OUR PEOPLE ••• SINCE Y, RONA 

NOR NlTO lDJRlSS[ES Slv[ ,RANCE AN» GRr5£E-1 l 

COMING MONTHS WILL PLACE EVEN GREATER InPORTANCt 
USUAL ON THE NECESSITY Of fIR"NESS, REALISM AN) 
CONSISTENCY ON THE PART Of Tll& wcg,enN ~lneCRACI[S. 

l.A.. a.t.L.. 
{FOR LUBBERS ONLY:) 

BY VIRTUE Of YOUR ,ovtRNMENT'S UPCOMING DECISION ON INf 
DEPLOYntNTS, THE ACTIONS Of THE NETHERLANDS WILL, Of 
COURSE, CARRY SPECIAL WEIGHT fOR ALLIANCE INTERESTS 
DURIN, THIS PERIO). I WELL APPRECIATE THE nANY DOMESTIC 
SENSITIVITIES INVOLVED IN THIS ISSUE fOR YOU~ IN BOTH OUR 
COUNTRIES, DECISIONS Of SUCH IMPORTANCE fOR THE COMMON 
SttURITY ARE SEL)OM WITHOUT CONTROVERSY • • AT THE SAME 
TIME, I A" ALSO CONFIDENT THAT Wt AGREE ON THE IMP~~TANCE 
THAT, IN TH£ ABSENC[ Of A NEGOTIATED SOLUTION, TH£ 
ALLIANCE nusT ATTACH TO THE InPLtnENTATION Of THE 
D[PLOYnENT TRACK or ITS 1~7~ INf »ECISION. ,TH[ CONTINUEI 
~[PLOYn[NT Of A NATO COUNTER TO TH[ ALREA~Y nASSIV[ 
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SOVIET ss-20 ARSENAL IS A CRITICALLY NECESSARY STEP IF W[ 
ARC TO HAVE ANY SUCCESS IN MOVING THE SOVIET UNION TO 
AGRE[ TO TRULY "EANINGFUL, "UTUAL ARMS RE»UCTIONS. 

{CLOSING PARA fOR ALL)ExctPT ERANCE, FRC,&Sil~ 

WE WILL BRIEF.YOUR GOVERNMENT FOLLOWING ~EETINGS WITH 
MR. SHEVARINAIZE• I 'VILL EN»=EA¥0R TO KEE, ~OU PERSONM.LY 
IKfORnEJ AS WE novt roRWARJ WITH OUR PLANNING fOft ff\' 
MEfTIN, IN NOYEnBER WITH ftR ■ GORBACHEV• IN TURN, I HOPE 
THAT YOU WILL NOT HESITATE TO SHARE YOUR OWN IIEAS .AN) 
suc,tSTIONS WITH n[. 

---SINCERELY, 

---•RONALI R[A,AN 
yy 
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