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Dear Margaret, (;ﬁ5£§544:’F??>

On the day your letter arrived, I was about to ask your
counsel in the runup to my meetings with Shevardnadze and
Gorbachev, so the timing of your letter was perfect. As
always, your views captured not only the immediate challenges
and opportunities, but expressed as well how these meetings
can set us on a course toward long-term stability.

I have given a great deal of thought to the importance of
these meetings and of the necessity of considering the public
climate throughout this period. 1In the United States and
Europe, these meetings are a symbol both of difficulties and
of hope for a better future. While we must be careful not to
build up unreasonable expectations, we cannot approach these
meetings unprepared to achieve as much as is possible. We are
prepared, and we must let that be known.

Thus far, the Soviet Union has been conducting a propaganda
campaign designed to place great pressures on the Western
Democracies to make concessions. In particular, they have
been saying that they are prepared to offer deep cuts in
strategic offensive forces if only we will give up our SDI
program. In reality, they have made no concrete proposals
for deep and stabilizing reductions, and they have been
continuing a massive ABM and SDI program of their own. Not
all of their efforts are in compliance with the ABM Treaty.

For our part, we have put forth sound, concrete proposals for
nuclear arms reductions in the Nuclear and Space Talks in
Geneva. We have done a great deal of work on how these

negotiations might progress. I have given our negotiators
broad authority and flexibility to try to reach agreements
with the Soviet negotiators -- agreements that are in the

interest of both sides and of our Allies and friends as well.

I would welcome a serious and specific proposal from Moscow
that would provide for deep reductions and greater stability.
I have been thinking about how we might bring this about.
Rest assured that we are confident and ready for active
negotiations. The Soviet Union is making a great deal of
noise in public, but they are making themselves vulnerable to
the challenge that played a central role in the nomination
battle for the Democratic Presidential Nomination last year
-- "Where's the beef?" The time is coming when the Soviet
Union is going to have to make good on their promises.

SEERET/-SENSTRIVE.
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Throughout all of this, we must remember that the Strategic
Defense Initiative is vital to our arms control efforts and
to our hopes for a better, safer future. I cannot, and will
not, endanger this research program which means so much to
all mankind. During these difficult months ahead, I trust
that I can count on your support and that ofyour Government.
Our ability to negotiate effectively and achieve our
objectives is dependent upon a sound SDI program.

I believe we are in a strong negotiating position, and I
share your view that Gorbachev has many incentives to try to
reach an agreement. At the same time, the Soviet system does
not encourage its leaders to compromise easily in arms
control negotiations, especially a leader who may not yet
have completely consolidated his position or who may owe
great debts to the most hardline elements. He will be firm,
but so will I. I am confident and ready. We will, of
course, not solve the great differences between East and
West, but I am optimistic that we can make some progress and
set in motion the resolution of specific problems. However,
nothing could more undercut our prospects for success than
for Gorbachev to sense that we are divided or that mere
propaganda will be sufficient.

On human rights, like you we will not shy away from raising
these issues with the Soviets. I understand your point that
this is an extremely sensitive issue with Gorbachev, but we
must make clear to him the necessity of living up to the
obligations assumed at Helsinki. And I will make clear to him
that we have legitimate concerns about Soviet activities in
many parts of the world. 1In particular, I will talk to him
about Afghanistan. We must make certain that he has
absolutely no doubts about how strongly we feel.

I approach this November meeting with confidence. The
General Secretary understands that we Americans, united with
our European Allies, have rebounded from a period of demoral-
ization in earlier years. Then we failed to confront Soviet
and Moscow-sponsored aggression throughout the Third World.
Then we allowed our defense to lag behind. Today, we are
experiencing renewed economic growth, we are stabilizing the
military balance, and, most importantly, we have renewed our
sense of purpose. The steadfastness we as an Alliance showed
in 1983 as we deployed the NATO missiles will pay off.
Gorbachev, I suspect, is coming to realize that he will have
to deal with us in realistic terms. If so, we may be able to
reduce global tensions and establish a productive East-West
dialogue.
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In the months ahead, we must maintain the closest
communication. I welcome your invitation to have Bud
McFarlane come to London. I have discussed this with Bud.
He is prepared to come on about the 28th or 29th of
September.

Sincerely

Ronald Reagan

Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher
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FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF MESSAGE EROM PRIME . WINISIER MARGAREILIHATCHER]
TO PRESIDENT REAGAN.

BEGINS:

| PROMISED TO LET YOU HAVE MY THOUGHTS ON YOUR

FORTHCOMING MEETING WITH GORBACHEV. SINCE YOU WILL BE HAVING
A FIRST ROUND WITH SHEVARDNADZE LATER THIS MONTH, IT MAY BE
BEST TO GIVE YOU MY VIEWS NOW. FROM WHAT | HEAR, THEY MAY NOT
COINCIDE WITH ALL THE ADVICE YOU ARE GETTING FROM YOUR OWN
PEOPLE. BUT | THINK YOU WOULD EXPECT ME TO GIVE MY OWN VIEWS
NONETHELESS! £XCtad:

AS VWE BOTH EXPECTED, GORBACHEVJIS SHOWING HIMSELF TO BE A

DEFT OPERATOR. HE IS PLAYING WESTERN PUBLIC OPINION SKILFULLY
AND FOR ALL ITS WORTH. THE "TIME" INTERRVIEW IS JUST ONE
EXAMPLE. AND HIS PERFORMANCE IS SPOILED ONLY BY THE ARROGANCE
WHICH HE CANNOT ALWAYS CONCEAL.

His €URFOSE {8~ OF COURSE.. 0 SEL 0pLWION IH FUROPEY
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I SHOULD BE VERY READY TO DISCUSS THESE POINTS MORE FULLY

WITH BUD MCFARLANE IF YOU WERE ABLE TO SPARE HIM FOR A DAY OR
SO TO COME OVER AS MY GUEST. IN THE MEANTIME | SEND YOU
WARMEST BEST WISHES AND MY FULLEST SUPPORT IN THE VERY
DEMANDING TASKS WHICH YOU FACE. WE COULD NOT HAVE A BETTER OR
BRAVER CHANPION.

WARM REGARDS
YOURS EVER
MARGARET

ENDS.
BT

Oij'/
,;Zj‘ ‘ff ;7Z>Lf bVLY/4 :Z:~ cCar
/O /D » (] /;/‘/ vee ‘éé orm__—o,éy Vs /#

brs Lee
//9(1,” /;e,f // 'é% /px1y1> zi» /AD
hovr  itorarecd,

@/O/orc«/c @D?foo ve

et

COIT TUERTAL

™~



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

P
SECBE%;SENSITIVE
/)fi

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: ROBERT C., MCFARLANE
SUBJECT: Letter to Prime Minister Thatcher
Issue

Response to Prime Minister Thatcher's letter of September 12,
1985 (Tab B).

Facts

Mrs. Thatcher wrote you on September 12 expressing her
concern over General Secretary Gorbachev's propaganda
campaign and urges you be prepared for active negotiation in
November on arms control. She asks that you send Bud
McFarlane to London on September 28th or 29th.

Discussion

Your response (Tab A), to be sent through the privacy
channel, thanks her for her letter, expresses your
-confidence, states that you are ready for the tough issues,
and stresses the importance of SDI to the future of mankind.
It notes that you are prepared to send Bud McFarlane to
London as she requests.

Recommendation
oK No
That you sign your letter to Prime
Minister Thatcher and that it be sent
immediately through privacy channels.
Attachments:
Tab A Letter to Prime Minister Thatcher
Tab B Letter from Thatcher
Prepared by:
Ron Lehman
SECREF/SENSITIVE
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

14 September 1985
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ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE

FROM: RON LEHMAN ﬁap\~

SUBJECT: Presidential Reply to Thatcher

Attached at Tab I is a Memorandum to the President forwarding
a letter (Tab A) to Prime Minister Thatcher responding to her
letter of September 12th. As directed, the reply is short,
and we recommend that it be sent quickly through the privacy
channel. On substance, the letter says that the President
had planned to seek her views, acknowledges the importance
both of keeping SDI on track and of managing the public
arena. The letter states that we are well prepared and ready
for active negotiation.

The letter stresses close coordination and indicates that you
may be .available on the 28th or 29th of October to come to
London. In that regard, you should be aware of several
additional factors. First, this would be the weekend before
Gorbachev gets to Paris and the French might want to see you
as well. State has worked up an allied consultation plan
under Jack Matlock's direction which stresses the importance
of not neglecting any of the Big Five. Kohl, in particular,
wants to see the President, and State's consultation plan
asserts that if any high level emmissaries are sent anywhere
between the Shevardnadze meeting and the Gorbachev visit,
highest priority is to Paris. If you go only to London, we
should probably send someone to other capitals, especially
Paris. Be aware, unless there is a delay on MSE announce-
ments, it will be made public at about this time.

Second, Ambassador Price will be hosting a birthday party for
John Tower in London on the evening of the 29th. Tower will
be in London on both the 28th and the 29th. He is our START
negotiator and that offers some possibilities as well. A
brief meeting with Tower could prove useful and if it did
become known it would simply reinforce our message that the
President has an energetic arms control program underway. In
any case, it would provide a means for "on the scence"
consultations and management.

SEERERY/SENSITIVE
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Recommendation

That you forward the attached Memorandum and Letter to the

President.

Approve Disapprove

Jack Matlock Concurs

Attachments

Tab I Memorandum to the President
Tab A Letter to Mrs. Thatcher
Tab B Letter from Mrs. Thatcher

SE T/SENSITIVE
P



/W//lé' o W

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

To Bot Reorga~

we wntd | ke fo d»oo/) Thatclen ad)
Millerod o oddersees. Tee [
ML Muw.T Lo Lery Fe' neopk |
T et gpes fo flrs, e <
WO weed fv/\ Swel. o bo:lu,;{azl
Letta, W pwed o 4 wune

(Lonel pette B fo
b - Le[ruey .

WL bere atsn suppatad olrec

— See attrotel [er] .
m wre h—-lou#'
é,/\ /MAIZ-L[c’ gw—-u.‘laJC./,b.

-5




. R

WASHFAX RECEIPT
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MESSAGE NO. . CLASSIFICATION /SL@?E(
FROM: __BHCKINLEY S/S EDT-17
(Officer name) (Oftfice symbol) (Extension) (Room number)

MESSAGE DESCRIPTION _ANATO: PRESIDENTIAL LETTER ON SHEVARDNADZE MEETINGS

TO: IAm} DELIVER TO: Extension Room No.
NSC -REBERY. PEARTON .

N3C EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT

TNarke

FOR:  CLEARANCE fkx]  INFORMATION PER REQUEST COMMENT
REMARKS: _PLEASE CLEAR BY: 23 SEPTEMBER 1985 1
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9/18/85 &32-082) WANG OuguP
THE SECRETARY

EUR:RRIDGUWAY | PH:BDEAN.
EAP:JLILLEY | EUR/RPM:RCALDWELL
NSC: | S/S:BNCKINLEY
AVALT X S:JSBenton

INNEDIATE ANATO. TOKYO INMEDIATE. SEOUL IMMEDIATE. CANBERRA
INMEDIATE

—
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E.0. 1235b: DECL: OADR
TAGS: PREL. US. UR
SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL LETTER ON SHEVARDNADZE MEETINGS.

1. 5x/f/cutxnz TEXT)

2. THERE FOLLOWS THE TEXT OF A PRESIDENTIAL LETTER ON

THE US APPROACH TO THE UPCONING MEETINGS WITH SOVIET
FOREIGN MINISTER SHEVARDNADZE. ACTION ADDRESSEES SHOULD
DELIVER APPROPRIATE VERSION OF TEXT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE
TO HIGHEST APPROPRIATE LEVEL OF HOST GOVERNMENT. USNATO
PLEASE PASS TO SECRETARY GENERAL CARRINGTON THE TEXT FOR
NATO ALLIES. THERE WILL BE NO SIGNED ORIGINAL.

3. FOR BONN- BRUSSELS. CONUON AND ROME: WHEN DELIVERING L

THE LETTER. YOU SHOULD NOTE THAT THE PRESIDENT IS
STRESSING TO LUBBERS THE INPORTANCE OF THE DUTCH INF
DEPLOYRENT DECISION+s AND MAY SHARE CONTENTS OF THE PARA
FOR LUBBERS BELOW.

Y. BEGIN TEXT OF PRESIDENTIAL LETTER

DEAR H

SECRET




MR. GORBACHEV'S ACCESSION AS GENERAL SECRETARY GEEEFWE (
2" OFF v THOURAIRE . AN BUFAWORDINRRY OPPORTUNITY
—~/N%T§ PUT US-SOVIET RELATIONS ON A MORE SOLID FOOTING. THAT ,
IS WHY I POWIR SUGGESTED WE MEET AT AN EARLY DATE. aHAF \
v . .
: GORBACHEVIN—NOVENBER . : ,1f0¢1>uA£.AL3#L
AL ﬁ~f4+o CLARIFY OUR DIFFERENCES AND PROVID INPETUS T0O (

\

o

EQEKE;// l 2 WA g v ]
MYNW ureel o
ON-SERRENBER=2R, I WILLPMEETAAT THE WHITE HousE UIT;;;::?’, ]

SOVIET FOREIGN MINISTER SHEVARDNADZE

THIS MEETING osBR COMES AT AN IMPORTANT STAGE IN OUR

PREPARATIONS FOR MY Nov:nacn‘E;gguulgg_lu_nﬂugxg_llzu____ 1ggg;

GENERAL SECRETARY GORBACHEVa WANT TO SHARE WITH You MY C

THOUGHTS AND TO ASK FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND COUNSEL AS ME

MOVE INTO WHAT I HOPE WILL BE THE BEGINNING OF A MORE

PRODUCTIVE PERIOD IN EAST-WEST RELATIONS. - ) f
we kowe Lo wmsn

CBERERE Pl -EWRG A , i

CONCERTED EFFORT TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIET G

UNION. OUR APPROACH HAS BEEN PRACTICAL: WE HAVE SOUGHT

TO EXPAND OUR DIALOGUE. RESOLVE OUTSTANDING PROBLEMS. AND

BUILD A FRAMEWORK FOR EFFECTIVELY AND PEACEABLY MANAGING

OUR COMPETITION OVER THE LONG TERM.

SERIOUS NEGOTIATION ON OSR OUTSTANDING .PROBLEMS. & o
E

WITH THAT GOAL IN MIND. WE ARE PREPARING VERY SERIOUSLY

FOR MY NOVEMBER MEETING. OVER THE PAST YEAR+ WE HAVE (
PRESENTED TO THE SOVIET UNION OUR VIENS ANS=FBGAS ON ALL

ASPECTS OF OUR RELATIONS: ARMS CONTROL. REGIONAL .
PROBLEMS. HUMAN RIGHTS AND BILATERAL MATTERS. WE ARE f
CONTINUING TO ENGAGE THE SOVIET UNION IN A DISCUSSION OF g ./ /
SPECIFIC ISSUESs TO NARROW »igggnquL;AANb TO ARRIVE AT _

SOLUTIONS. WE HAVE HAD SONE /SUCCESS IN THE BILATERAL t
FI UCH AS RECENT CONCLUSION OF AN AGREEMENT WITH

—THE ussé iii‘iigAn TO IMPROVE THE SAFETY OF CIVILIAN
AVIATION IN THE NORTHERN PACIFIC. (

UNFORTUNATELY» THE SOVIETS HAVE YET TO DEAL SERIOUSLY
WITH THE CENTRAL OBSTACLES TO PROGRESS IN EAST-MEST C
RELATIONS. IN THE ARMS CONTROL FIELD~ FOR EXAMPLE. THE
SOVIETS ARE PORTRAYING THEMSELVES AS READY FOR RADICAL
REDUCTIONS IN NUCLEAR WEAPONS. AT THE NEGOTIATING TABLE
IN GENEVA. HOWEVER. THEY ASSERT THAT THE UNITED STATES
NUST FIRST AGREE TO ABANDON OUR STRATEGIC DEFENSE (
RESEARCH PROGRAM BEFORE THEY WILL BE PREPARED TO ENGAGE

IN SERIOUS DISCUSSIONS OF THE SPECIFIC DETAILS oOF
REDUCTIONS. SINILARLY. WE HAVE NOT YET SEEN A GENUINE

)

TSECRET.
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SOVIET DISPOSITION TO ADDRESS OUR CONCERNS ON HUMAN
RIGHTS OR REGIONAL QUESTIONSs PARTICULARLY AFGHANISTAN.

s @ Onl )
A&-@Mq THE SOVIETS ARE DIRECTING AN INTENSE

PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN AIMED AT OUR PUBLICS. ITml®— Tl ~nahe; L'

Mﬂh%-ﬂléﬂeﬁoﬁe‘—ifb—ms—mas IMPORTANT THAT THE SOVIETS
UNDERSTAND THAT THE WEST WILL NOT ACCEPT SOVIET

PROPAGANDA AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR CONCRETE STEPS-. I WILL BE
SHING THIS MESSAGE TO MR. SHEVARDNADZE IN-HASHINGTON?.\I 7

¢;~v“ﬂ”7 HOPE THAT YOU WILL EMPHASIZE IT IN ANY COMMUNICATIONS
bttt TR TFHER=SE I ERE— O F

o/
o

YOUR GOVERNNENT MAY HAVE
WITH THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP.

—OBESWN=REFLECTS THE PRESSURE BROUGHT ON MOSCOW BY WESTERN

INITIATIVES.V IN GENEVA. OUR NEGOTIATORS WILL INSIST THAT

o~* GENUINE PROGRESS REQUIRES GIVE-AND-TAKE FROM THE SOVIET
SIDE. NOT JUST OUR OWNs AND EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANT
CONTRIBUTION THAT A POSITIVE SOVIET STANCE IN THESE ,
NEGOTIATIONS COULD MAKE TO THE NOVEMBER MEETING. ON wi L
REGIONAL ISSUES+ I INGGHD=td EMPHASIZE U.S. WILLINGNESS

TO REINFORCE OUR DIALOGUE AND TO INVIGORATE THE SEARCH

(

WHLLE THE—CURRENT—SOVIET—POSTURE—TIS—DISAPPOINTING—VE

S
WHENEVER NOSCOK IS PREPARED TOTHXEREALTISTIC 53%1—-é2v4é
AGRPEMNENES. EXPERIENCE SHOMS THAT. WHERE PROGRES -
BEEN MADE IN THE PERIODS BEFORE INGS. IT neas

FOR SOLUTIONS TO IMPORTANT REGIONAL PROBLEMS, SUCH AS oD
AFGHANISTAN AND CAMBODIA. I WILLSXTRESS T0 SHEVARDNADZE — ~50

THAT HUMAN RIGHTS IS BOTH A LEGITINATE FOCUS OF WESTERN
CONCERN AND A MAJOR ASPECT OF OUR RELATIONSHIPS BUT I an
ALSQO READY TO TEST WHETHER QUIET DIPLOHACY NIGHT BETTER
ENCOURAGE THE SOVIET UNION TO TAKE CONCRETE STEPS TO
INPROVE THE ATHMOSPHERE FOR THE MEETING IN GENEVA.

{FOR NATO ALLIES:) '
A bt oo 00D -:5ﬂhttzdb‘.+°

BNSTOCKHOLNA THE U.S. DELEGATION WDk WORK CLOSELY WITH
OTHER ALLIES THIS ROUND TO NMOVE THE CDE INTO HMORE
INTENSIVE AND DETAILED NEGOTIATIONS ON CONCRETE
CONFIDENCE-BUILDING MEASURES. WE ALSO WILL URGE THE
2:::EIELTg REMOVE THE OBSTACLES TO PROGRESS IN NBFR.

IN SUMs I INTEND TO MAKE CLEAR TO MR. SHEVARDNADZE THAT
EAST-WEST RELATIONS CAN INPROVE IF THE SOVIETS ARE AS :
READY TO NEGOTIATE IN PRIVATE AS THEY SAY THEY ARE 10wt licly.
THEER—PUBLTC PRONOUNCENENTS. T HOPETHR—SHEVARDNADZE

VILL BC PREPAREI-TO INDICATE SPECIFICSTEPS THE SOVIL

UNION TS WTLLING-FO—TAKE—TO—THPROVERECATIONSY—AND I WILL

SETRET_
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L 00K CAREFULLY AT ANY SERIOUSPROPUSALS HETNIGHT
SUEEEST. HE WILL FIND US. AS I HAV AID~ WILLING TO
TALK IN CONCRETE TERMS.

{;C’Losmc PARA FOR HITTE::AND}\

- YWV ——

5 g . 3 —r- NER T ALICL i 3%,
COMING MONTHS WILL PLACE EVEN GREATER INMPORTANCE THAN
USUAL ON THE NECESSITY OF FIRMNESS. REALISH AND
CONSISTENCY ON THE PART OF THE~NESMERN—DEMOCRACIES.

e atl .,
{FOR LUBBERS ONLY:}

BY VIRTUE OF YOUR GOVERNMENT'S UPCOMING DECISION ON INF
DEPLOYMENTS+ THE ACTIONS OF THE NETHERLANDS WILL. OF
COURSE+ CARRY SPECIAL WEIGHT FOR ALLIANCE INTERESTS
DURING THIS PERIOD. I WELL APPRECIATE THE MANY DONMESTIC
SENSITIVITIES INVOLVED IN THIS ISSUE FOR YOUS IN BOTH OUR
COUNTRIES+s DECISIONS OF SUCH INPORTANCE FOR THE COMMON
SECURITY ARE SELDOM WITHOUT CONTROVERSY. AT THE SARE
TINE+ I AN ALSO CONFIDENT THAT WE AGREE ON THE INMPONTANCE
THAT. IN THE ABSENCE OF A NEGOTIATED SOLUTION. THE
ALLIANCE nUST ATTACH TO THE INPLEMENTATION OF THE
DEPLOYMENT TRACK OF ITS 1979 INF DECISION. .THE CONTINUE)D
DEPLOYNENT OF A NATO COUNTER TO THE ALREADY MASSIVE

szwq
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SOVIET SS-20 ARSENAL IS A CRITICALLY NECESSARY STEP IF WE
ARE TO HAVE ANY SUCCESS IN MOVING THE SOVIET UNION TO
AGREE TO TRULY MEANINGFUL+ MUTUAL ARNMS REDUCTIONS.

{CLOSING PARA FOR ALfBEX4SEI_EQANGEw—FR#=I#‘;:/”

WE WILL BRIEF .YOUR GOVERNMENT FOLLOWING T#8 MEETINGS UITH
MR. SHEVARDNADZE. I LY
I

ME » IN TURN. I HOPE

THAT YOU WILL NOT HESITATE TO SHARE YOUR ON IDEAS AND
SUGGESTIONS WITH HE.

{CLOSING AARA FOR /FRG+ ¥

KEEP YOU CLOS§LY
OUR PLANNING FOR NY

ns: YING HE MR=—GORBACHEV-
ANY ARMS AANTROL ISSOES. W)

UDING CURRENT SECURIT
I KNOW_ARE OF

1 PoRrA,/ HE AFRGYCU

{0T HESY : T0 SHARE (Fq

IN TUR JOP
SHARE..>"™} YOUR IDEAS AND SUGGESTIONS WIT

HA 3 ", ..

-=-SINCERELY.

~=~=RONALD REAGAN
vy

'sfbngz\






