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CHAPTER ONE
A FEUD AMONG THE FEDERALISTS

R. ADAMS of Massachusetts was leaving town. With
coach and four he was posting through the streets
of Washington—forlorn, unfinished, ill-paved, unbeautiful
Washington. It was early in the morning of a certain March
day in the first year of the nineteenth century. Dreary enough
as the slight beginnings of a capital undoubtedly were, they
must have looked still drearier to this stout, elderly gentle-
man who was taking his leave abruptly and without formality.
Splashing through the unpaved, muddy, deep-rutted streets,
he passed the little groups of houses then, for the most part,
quite unlovely. Truly Washington, the American capital, was
a bugbear to the foreign legations exiled from livelier purlieus
and the elegancies of sophisticated courts. But dreary and
crude as the town was, the leave-taking was by no means a
happy one for this doughty little man, fleeing the sight of the
triumphs of his opponents, before his dignities were stripped
from him. Perhaps he turned and looked back for a moment
at the small unfinished capitol, so sightly on its hilltop. If he
did we can be sure he did not heave a sigh. No, if he gave
way to any noise, he grunted.

Few men who have left so high a fame as John Adams have
played in harder luck. He was a good sturdy egotist, and
everything seemed to conspire to wound his self pride. In
New York, twelve years before, at the only inauguration at
which the Vice President shared no honors with his chief,
he had seen a military man who had reached his commanding
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TORCHLIGHT PARADE

position in war largely through Adams’s eﬁorts., which he
later repented, made President amid such plaudits t.hat the
sound lawyer and tested civic servant, who had been in office
for two months already, was quite forgotten—and he thougf.lt
that he should not be forgotten. And eight years aftcr.that in
Philadelphia he stood in the chief place. This was -hlS da'y!
Alas! he witnessed a tremendous to-do over the retiring chief
which left him quite neglected. Again he found hlrpself play-
ing second fiddle. True, the military hero was Washl'ngton, the
absolute flower of American greatness above all !us fellows.
But Adams had never seen that greatness. To hm.l the dull
dignity was visible but hardly more, which perhaps is the best
sign of the deficiencies of Mr. Adams of Massachusetts.
And now he had been expected to play another subordinate
part at another inauguration. In effect he was to walk {ncckly
at the chariot wheels of that fellow Jefterson, who. with the
help of that arch traitor Hamilton, had elbowed hlm.out of
office. Well, he would not do it. Hence ht? was galloping out
of town, up into Maryland, with thc. little Massachusetts
town of Braintree as his final destination. Anyhow, he had
physicked those Republicans at the end. Tha_t man Marsh'all
of Virginia was a strong character and a convinced Federal.lst.
He had made him Chief Justice and the term was for life.
Let the radical Mr. Jefferson put that in his pipe and smc-)kck
it. Still, even that had pleased many whom he did not enjoy
pleasing, for, after all, much as he resented ]cﬂcrson.s tak-
ing his place, he had found that a man’s foes are of his own
household. “Of his own household, his own household, house-
hold, household, household.” Did not the hoof beats of the
horses keep time as the embittered old statesman let the ?vords
ring in his brain? And what 2 pity! The party of eminence
and dignity went out of power because of the fcu.d bc.twcen
the two men who, after Washington, were the chieftains of
this party, one, as Henry Cabot Lodge, who seems to have
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understood them both, admirably puts it, the leader de jure,
the other, the leader de facto.

It had lasted a long time, this feud. Although Hamilton
had flung out of Washington’s military family during the
Revolution, he probably resented the stupid and mean intrigue
of those subordinate generals of Washington who sought to
supplant him with Gates. The alert West Indian must have
had a contempt for the politicians (the predecessors of those
who plagued Abraham Lincoln with a ‘“‘committee on the
conduct of the war”) who sympathized with the movement,
and among those was John Adams.

So when after a good deal of effort the former colonies
had managed to pull themselves together under a constitution
and the choice of a President must be made, Hamilton, who,
having been the chief force, through his “Federalist” papers,
in getting the constitution adopted by the states, just as
Madison had been the greatest force in the convention which
drew it, began to cast his eye over the horizon and not in
Adams’s direction. Of course Hamilton was a Federalist.
These stalwart conservatives, far more by force of character
and governing ability than by any real popularity, were the
ruling party. Without them there had been no constitution.
Washington was, by conviction and by association, a Federal-
ist, although he did his honest best not to be partizan and to
conceal his predilection. This first test of the elective provi-
sions of the constitution was sure to eventuate in Washing-
ton’s election as President. Even so restless a spirit as Jeffer-
son agreed in this and even said that although in his opinion
the provisions of the Constitution really meant a life tenure
of the President, there would be no need to amend it by limit-
ing the term while Washington held the office.

The vice-presidency was in question. There was no man
in the Federalist party who undisputedly stood second to
Washington. Hamilton was brilliant and able, in spite of his
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A FEUD AMONG THE FEDERALISTS

elected the Vice President. In the event of a tie, the House
of Representatives must decide between them, and, if a major-
ity was lacking, the House was to make choice from the first
five.

Now if all the party votes (and none other) were cast for
both candidates, there would be a tie and Washington would
be put to the humiliation of seeking election from Congress.
Hamilton was the most influential man with Washington then
living. He did not propose that any tie should occur. Now
Hamilton was almost the only sensible man who believed such
a contingency possible. Even then there were the beginnings
of two parties, the Federalists and the opposition, to be known
as Republicans and later as Democrats, destined to be the
one indestructible party of our national history. There would
be electors representing both of these parties, with the Fed-
eralists in probable majority. Both these factions would unite
on Washington, there was no doubt of that. No anti-Federal-
ist would vote for Adams. But Hamilton, seemingly greatly
disturbed over this possibility, began a campaign to prevent
Adams being an equal candidate with Washington.

There was just one man in the country who believed that
these were equal candidacies; that was John Adams himself.
Yes, Mr. Adams took himself very seriously indeed. And al-
though he had a right to think well of himself, there is no
doubt that he overdid it.

Hamilton began the active opposition to Adams which was
to bear such bitter fruit by writing to his friends all over the
country, urging a movement, ostensibly, perhaps honestly, in
Washington's interest, which would keep a number of votes
away from Adams. He succeeded perhaps better than he in-
tended, although it seems fairly sure, from his subsequent acts,
that he secretly desired to clip the wings of this coming Vice
President and to injure his future prospects.

Adams was an Adams; he had all the bigness and littleness
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TORCHLIGHT PARADE

of that famous family. Absolutely pure, intellectual anq indus-
trious, he may honestly be called great. But he was vain, sen-
sitive and irritable. There was absolutely no danger of his
being tied with the General. The electoral college gave Was‘h-
ington sixty-nine votes, which were all that were cast, while
Adams received less than half that number. If Adam.s had
got the entire Federalist support he wou.ld not have limped
into office and, whether the motive was hl.gh.or personal, the
fact that the sensitive but honest and patriotic Adams was so
Aouted was attributable to Alexander Hamilton and to him
Onl.f{.t the next election there was no.friction in the predomi-
nant party. Washington was the choice of .the country, as he
had been before, receiving all the votes, while all the Federal-
i s were cast for Adams. .

. lg‘grxcr ;iars later, however, the old fccling.burst out with
new energy. In that memorable statement Yvhlch set a prece-
dent that has never yet been broken, Washington declined to
serve longer. Hamilton had proved a constructive statesman
of a high order, but he had little personal. popularity a.nd
was not considered, perhaps to his disappomtment. Outside
of Adams, John Jay was the most available man. But Jay

had just returned from England where he had negotiated an
o 4 -te s~ ha the stronger.

s recom-
1 nomina-
. Thomas

'lsinckncy, a man of considerable parts ana useiu puvlic service
but in no wise comparable to Adams, Hamilton or Jay, was
at the same time nominated for Vice Presid.ent. Th('t fact that
he was a South Carolinian was potent in his se.lect.lon. .

Once more Hamilton showed his 'h?.nd. This time it was
the vice-presidency that he was solicitous about. He liked
Pinckney as much as he disliksed Adams. He knew that the
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seed he had sowed eight years before might blossom now;
that some electors might cut Pinckney for the sake of making
Adams sure of the presidency rather than let his respectable
running mate be tied with him and so send both to the uncer-
tainties of the House. So now Hamilton, instead of suggest-
ing that the vice-presidential candidate be cut, urged that he
be loyally supported. He now urged that the New Englanders
show unquestioning loyalty to Pinckney and that they let the
Massachusetts candidate take his chances that the electors at
the South would show equal loyalty. It was known that there
was a strong likelihood that this would not happen, and Ham-
ilton—though his biographers credit the sincerity of his mo-
tives—did not conceal the fact that he would at least view
such a result with equanimity. This caused a schism that had
the exactly opposite effect of what Hamilton intended and
probably was what cost Pinckney the vice-presidency. The
Northern electors were suspicious of the Southern, and, be-
lieving that Hamilton intended bringing Pinckney in over
Adams, they acted accordingly, and knowing the Northern
feeling, a similar demonstration was made in Pinckney's favor
in the South.

Adams won, but poor Pinckney fell by the wayside. Adams
received 71 votes and became President. Jefferson had 68
and became Vice President, and Pinckney received 59. If the
Federalist v o T '“h was deliberately
given to th had been cast for
Adams, and .t were wasted upon
minor Federalists in anticipatory reprisal, had been cast for
Pinckney—Adams would have led the poll with 79, Pinckney
would have had nearly the same amount, and Jefferson would
have been third. This is approximately what the figures would
have been had not Hamilton intervened.

Party discipline had not then become established firmly.
The electoral system was still to a degree separated from
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TORCHLIGHT PARADE

partizan dictation and the electors did not consider thz}t their
votes could have no relation to their desires or be virtually
delivered in advance. This result would not have been pos-
sible after the elector practically ceased to b.e a free agent.

Hamilton was a greater man than all this makes him ap-

pear and the responsible modern biographer_s of Ad‘ams and
himself now join in putting the best construction posmblt‘: upon
his acts, but at best they must be .constdered as reflcctmg on
his political wisdom, and if it was }}IS primary intention to ruin
Adams at least it is certain that in such an event Hamilton
would have had no regrets. It was but natural that Ac'lams
should only see that Hamilton, when Adams was 2 candld'fzte
for Vice President, had striven to keep the election fror.n bel.ng
thrown into the House and, when he was the p.rc51dent|al
nominee, had endeavored to do just that if noth.m.g worse.
This was not the best kind of knowledge for a sensitive, auto-
cratic and outspoken old man to possess at the outset of his
administration, but it had been borne in upon Adams pretty
strongly. Thus bad began while worse remained behmd.'

Then along came the French war scare anfi Washington
was called back to the Army. Adams, as ?resndcnt, was t.he
constitutional Commander-in-Chief. .But in effect he relin-
quished that. If Washington came In h.c was to ha\.rc the
naming of his subordinates, Adams acting as Wa‘shmgton
wished. When Hamilton was mafie th(? senior Major Gen-
eral, the crusty President found it a bitter pill to swallll(?w.
Washington was inclined to let Hamilton have a controlling
influence in these preliminaries. Adams was rl.g'ht $O f.ar as
military proprieties went, perhaps so far as military wisdom
was concerned. Knox and Pinckney, the other.gcnerals. were
older soldiers and Hamilton had not pr?ved hlmse!f a better.
When Adams yielded he did so ungracxously .and in the best
Adams manner. He wanted to appoint a b.rllllant young law-
yer of New York with some military experience named Aaron
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Burr to the position of Brigadier General but Hamilton, and
therefore Washington, would have none of him; therefore
the appointment was not made. Adams believed his failure to
do this was the cause of Burr's political antagonism and, of
course, blamed Hamilton.

Adams had in his cabinet three men, legacies from Wash-
ington’s administration, Wolcott, Pickering and McHenry.
They were all Hamilton henchmen and secretly disloyal to
their chief. As election approached, the opposition in Adams’s
cabinet, amounting almost to treachery, became unmistakable,
and two of the Hamiltonians—McHenry and Pickering—
were dismissed. Hamilton’s wrath now reached the boiling
point. From the dismissed ministers and—what was worse—
from Oliver Wolcott, still Adams’s Secretary of the Treasury,

" he obtained the facts about the administration with which he

decided to attack it. He wrote a bitter and denunciatory
letter for private distribution, keeping his regularity by a
lame and impotent closing paragraph in which he declared
his intention to vote for the nominee he had spent his time
in denouncing as unfit. How far this letter would have gone
and whether or not Hamilton would have overcome his spleen
and suppressed it, no one can tell, for Aaron Burr, the vice-
presidential nominee of the Republican party, obtained a copy
from the printing office, probably by subterranean methods,
and all secrecy was at an end. The election was lost. The
Republican candidates received 73 votes apiece. Adams had
65 and Charles C. Pinckney, his running mate, 64. A change
of § votes would have changed the result and Hamilton’s
own state cast I2.

It is said that Dryden found English literature brick and
left it marble. Almost as much might be said of the Feder-
alist party. It certainly found this government in chaos and
left it strong and united. Autocratic and narrow, it was cer-
tain ultimately to go down before the onward march of
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TORCHLIGHT PARADE

firage: but that it fell as it did was tragic apd
g?tii);ﬂira::i wfs due to the stubborn blindness of one of its
greatest statesmen and the mad resentment of another.

But the difficulties of the election were not yet over. From
the returns in the possession of the public Jefferson ar.ld Burr
were tied. The impasse which Hamilton had fc.:ared in 1789
had come in 1801. The country understood which office c.ach
man had been elected to fill but the House of Representatives
must make the formal designation. If Jefterson and Burr.were
tied in the electoral count the House must break the tie. If
there happened to be any reason for tl.u'owmg out the re.tu.lt')rlls
of any Republican state, all four candidates would be eligi be
before that tribunal. Then Adams ar}d Pinckney would be
elected if the Federalists were wise or, if the hatt.'cd of Adams
was sufficient, Pinckney would be made President and as
Adams would have refused the lower place, Jefferson or Burr
would be the Vice President. But no one e)fpccted such a con-
tingency, though we shall see how clearly it came to arise. |

Aaron Burr, destined to be the scapegoat of h.lS historica
day, was a man of manners, p.o.lish and magnetism, bu;'he
represented a lower type of politics than Ieﬁcrson, who him-
self was shrewd, clever and not above a bit of demagoguery
now and then. Burr is supposed to have set about undcrmmu;lg
his chief. His biographers deny it. Bqt it has alvs:ays bce:n the
fashion to pour obloquy on Burr. Without Burr's assosla};.lon
with Tammany, Jefterson would never have been a possibi ltﬁ’.
New York City decided the state and New York State the
nation. Whatever Burr's attitude then:c was no doubt about

the attitude of some of the Federalist congressmen. Here

was a chance to strike a blow at Jefferson, their dearest foe,

and sow dissension in the party. I?urr’s chances before .the

House seemed excellent and he did not publicly rep\.ldlatc

them. Here Hamilton’s patriotism and honor asserted itself.

He had quite as great a hatred for Jefferson as for Adams
12
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and one much better founded. He was then on outwardly
friendly terms with Burr. He knew, however, whom the
people had meant to elect and he knew, with all his trickiness,
that Jefferson was a greater statesman and a safer man than
Burr. He threw the whole weight of his influence with the
Federal members for Jefferson, an influence destined finally
to settle the issue.

This was the situation when Congress assembled on Feb-
ruary 11, 1801, for the electoral count. Jefferson was Vice
President. As the presiding officer of the Senate he must
receive the votes from the tellers and announce them. Here
seems to have occurred the first informality in registering
votes in the history of American elections, an informality
which but for Jefferson’s being in a position to look out for
himself, would very possibly have cost him the great office
he sought. According to Matthew Davis, biographer of Burr,
the “Aurora” of February 16 contains reference to “some
informality in the votes of Georgia.” The same authority tells
us that Senator Wells of Connecticut was the teller who
opened the envelope of Georgia and found that the return
of the votes “‘was not authenticated by the signatures of the
electors, or any of them, either on the outside or the inside
of the envelope, or in any other manner.” It merely contained
a statement that four votes had been cast for Jeflerson and
Burr.

He consulted the other tellers and on their advice handed
the envelope to Jefferson, stating to him that the vote was
informal, expecting him to refer it to the joint conven-
tion. Jefferson, seldom bold, was courageous enough in that
instance. He declared, without any other statement, that
Georgia had cast four votes for Thomas Jefferson and four
votes for Aaron Burr, thereby keeping the road open. Had
he done otherwise he would probably have lost the presidency.

As the result of the tie the choice between Jefterson and

13
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Burr went to the House. Here the battle was bitter. The vote
was by states. At first Jefferson had eight, Burr six and the
votes of Maryland and Vermont were equally divided. Thirty-
five times from February 11 to February 17 was this result
repeated. Then many Federalists declined to vote. Hamilton's
cfforts had had their effect and the alignment changed in
Jefferson’s favor. He received the votes of the two states
which had been divided. Two others, Delaware and South
Carolina, now divided and Burr received four, all from New
England. Jefferson had won, thanks to Burr and Tammany
and perhaps to his own shrewd, quick thinking on the day
of the electoral count.

Jeferson's simplicity became the watchword on the day of
Inauguration, as, angry and embittered, Adams made his way
back to Braintree. Time heals many wounds. Adams lived to
see his son in his seat, but not long enough to see him leave it
even as he had himself. It may be that in those quiet autumn
years the Continental Congress and the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, which Jefferson had drawn for the committte of
which they both were members, loomed larger in his memory
than later contention. These old rivals became reconciled and
exchanged friendly and cordial letters, though they never
again met. There is something infinitely appealing in the
kindly words that passed between them in this mellow twi-
light. When Adams lay on his deathbed on the birthday of
the nation he had helped to make, his last words were:
“Thomas Jefferson still survives,” and yet by one of the strang-
est coincidences in history, his great antagonist had bowed to
the last enemy only a few hours before on the same day. Did
they face the unknown together?

The chapter cannot close without a reference to Hamilton.
Burr’s ambition again asserted itself. In less than four years
he sought the governorship of New York. He had worn out
his welcome as a Democrat. Jefferson now hated him and
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Bur.r was now playing for Federalist support. Hamilton
again thwarted him and divided the Federalists, and the
Pemocrat was elected. As Mr. Lodge says of Hamilton:
chr and over again he had described Burr in language
which, as he was well aware, implied in that day a readiness
to answer for it in the field.” To this accounting Burr held
!nm. Burr prepared for the meeting by pistol practice; Ham-
ilton, by settit.lg his affairs in order. They met on a beautiful
summer morning at Weehawken. Burr, untouched, went forth
to dissipation, intrigue and 2 wounded name. The death of
Alexander Hamilton on the shores of the Hudson River is
the .last episode of a chapter in the history of American
partizan contention unrivaled in animosity and bitterness.
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78 THOMAS JEFFERSON

tors cast separate ballots for President and Vice-President, Jeffer-
son won easily over his Federalist opponent.

The outstanding accomplishment of Jefferson’s first term was,
of course, the purchase in 1803, on his own initiative, of the vast
Louisiana Territory at four cents an acre, doubling the area of
the American nation and producing thirteen new states. America
had had commissioners in France with two million dollars to
spend, dickering for the cession of New Orleans and West
Florida. Jefferson was alarmed at the prospect of an imperial
power on the other side of the Mississippi endangering American
commerce. Napoleon, fearing there might be a united English-
American force marching against Louisiana in the event he de-
clared war on England, sought to head off suc  n alliance and
made a bid for American friendship by selling all Louisiana out-
right.

Again opportunity and the right man met and Jefferson, ignor-
ing his Constitutional scruples, grabbed at the bargain and told
Congress about it afterwards. Thus even Jefferson saw that in the
day-to-day performance of practical affairs, decisions often have
to be adjusted to circumstances; and that at such a time it would
do no good to argue about whether you were a “strict construc-
tionist” or a “loose constructionist” in your view of the Constitu-
tion. It is contingencies such as these which fanatical theorists lose
sight of in their zeal to foist nostrums on their societies.

But Jefferson’s second term was not as peaceful as his first.
Europe’s perennial conflicts were impinging upon America’s do-
mestic tranquillity again, England and France were locked in
struggle, and again all neutral shipping was being suppressed by
the combatants. Again, because of her superior sea force of seven
hundred warships, Britain’s depredations were the worst, and this,
together with a renewal of her old practice of impressment of
American seamen, angered the Americans. The fact that a Fran-
cophile was in the White House also did not help the British cause.

The President, whose horror of violence precluded his ever
taking the American nation to war, obtained the passage of an
embargo act. This kept American ships off the seas altogether, and
it was hoped in this way to coerce the combatants into respecting
American rights. All it did was to tie up American shipping and
threaten ruin to the merchants, seamen, farmers, and fishermen.

3rd President, 1801~09 79

Jefferson knew the embargo had failed and had substituted the
Non-Intercourse Act, forbidding trade only with England and
France until such time as they decided to treat American ship-
ping with respect. France purported to comply—purported only—
and the result was that the embargo was directed just against
England, hastening the useless War of 1812. Jefferson, like Wash-
ington, declined a third term, and retired for good to Monticello;
his successor Madison had to deal with the inevitable war.

Jefferson’s talents and temperament fitted him for the manage-
ment of domestic affairs, and all the high achievements of his
statesmanship reveal this aspect of his abilities. No other American
President ever was so interested in the agriculture of his country.
While traveling in Europe he always looked for some new staple
that the American planter might adopt to rotate his crops. It was
possibly his greatest disillusionment that the United States did not
remain an agrarian economy, and that so many of his glorious
plans for her had therefore to be discarded.

By his appointment of the able Swiss Gallatin as Secretary of
the Treasury, he consistently reduced the national debt, even at
the expense of the national defense; it was below sixty millions
when he left office. West Point Military Academy was nevertheless
established during his first term.

Of course, no biographical vignette can tell the whole story of
Thomas Jefferson. His interests seem to have covered everything
except metaphysics and such physical recreation as we today call
sports; he was as talented as Leonardo da Vinci. The historian
Beard calls him the most civilized man ever called to the Presi-
dency. To discuss his Notes on Virginia alone would take count-
less pages. Some idea of the universality of his concerns is gained
from Mr. David Bruce’s delightful account of him:

Jefferson loved birds, flowers and trees, and was more moved by
the note of the mockingbird than by the grandest European art.
He held the same opinion as did John Adams of the necessity for
Americans of his generation to devote their attention to utilitarian
objects in order that their descendants might cultivate artistic
ones. His mind turned with ease from a discussion of Greek
vowels to the invention of the swivel chair and the leather buggy
top. He was the inventor of a plow which won him a prize from
the French National Institute of Agriculture; the principle of its
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8o THOMAS JEFFERSON

moldboard is in common use today. His own inventions he never
patented, wishing the people to have free use of them. Grieved by
the dreadful mortality among laborers in the Southern wet rice
fields, whose working life is supposed to have averaged only
eight years, he strove to introduce the cultivation of Egyptian,
Algerian and Iralian rice, and attempted to import some, as well,
from Cochin China. He sent over olive trees from France for
experimental planting in South Carolina and Georgia . . . and he
promoted as well the cultivation in the South, of figs, mulberry
trees and sugar maples. . . .

During his long residence in France he was in frequent corre-
spondence with American friends, and communicated to them his
ideas on such varied subjects as innovations in wagonmaking,
with designs for cabriolets, and balloon ascensions, properties of
minerals, new mechanical processes, astronomical phenomena,
literature and philology. . . . He proposed to compare the vo-
cabulary of African Berbers with that of the Creek Indians, to see
whether there could be any foundadon for the suggestion that
the Creeks were descendants of the Carthaginians. His mind
roved from speculations on the practicability of a canal through
the Isthmus of Panama to the arrangement of a private aviary
and the best manner of packing china cups and saucers.4

Jefferson loved friends and glorified friendship. One story can
illustrate this side of his character. When Dabney Carr and he
were boys, they used to rest under an oak tree not far from where
Monticello was built, The boys pledged to each other that they
would be buried together under that oak. While Jefferson was
away, Dabney Carr died and was buried in the local cemetery.
When Jefferson returned, he had Dabney’s remains disinterred
and deposited under the tree where now Jefferson and his family
rest, and the spot can be seen by all who visit that classic home
on the hill. Any age would be refreshed by a story like this.

Jefferson had, of course, the finest library in the country. In
1800 the Government had authorized the creation of the Libr
of Congress, but during the War of 1812 it was burned by the
British and Congress had to start all over again. Jefferson’s library
was then purchased by the Government as a new beginning for the
Library of Congress. Jefferson often read works in their original

4 David K. E. Bruce: Revolution to Reconstruction, pp. 99-t00; Doubleday
& Company.
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tongues in order to get closer to their meaning. Imagine a Presi-
dent of the United States in the twentieth century writing to a
correspondent as Jefferson wrote to Dr. Joseph Priestly:

I enjoy Homer in his own language infinitely beyond Pope’s
translation of him . . . and it is an innocent enjoyment. I thank
on my knees Him who directed my early education, for having
put into my possession this rich source of delight: and I would
not exchange it for anything which I could then have acquired,
and have not acquired.

Jefferson’s descendants today are legion but they are al)
through his two daughters, the only ones of his six children to
reach maturity. Shortly before he entered upon his second term,
he lost his youngest daughter also—his household had always been
familiar with death. Thomas Jefferson Randolph came in time to
be his favorite grandson.

In reviewing the life of a Washington or a Grant or a Roose~
velt, one is conscious of a life of acts, of business having been done
in the world of matter, and of one’s having noted it all objectively.
But in studying the life of Jefferson one feels as if one has himself
had an emotional experience—whether good or ill—of having been
imbued with a force, confronted by an onslaught of ideas; of
having been subjected to influences not easily revocable; of having
been unable to take a detached view of what was done or said. One
experiences a similar sensation in exploring Woodrow Wilson’s
life: there is a certain neurosis around the whole matter the sense
of which one cannot shake—relieved, in Jefferson’s case, of course,
by the evangel’s genuine goodwill and benignity. In both Jefferson
and Wilson we see this zealous absorption with an ideal to an
extent that obscured for them the practical considerations to
which their propositions were tangent. A main difference between
the two men is that Jefferson did not hold personal grudges—one
of the qualities that gave him his great charm, a charm that even
his enemies acknowledged.®

On July 4, 1826, John Adams died in his ninety-first y
last words were said to be, “Thomas Jefferson still lives.”
last years these two old political opponents, co-worker

5 Although Alexander Hamilton was his most vigorous opponent,
kept 2 bust of him in the hall at Monticello.
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inmost soul the ever-learning Jefferson had perceived that much
of his own philosophy could never be applicable in the America
which was emerging. That was for Arcadia, which neither he nor
those to come after him would ever see. It was a transcendently
beautiful conception, this felicitous land, which Beethoven might
have envisioned when he composed his Pastoral Symphony or
Corot have contemplated in one of his tranquil landscapes. And it
was right that the ideal should have been striven after in America.
It was right also that a near-god should have fathered this idyllic
cancent. Rur ir conld have functioned only in a land where the
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Electoral

VOTE OF 1808: James Madison, Republican 122
Charles C, Pinckney, Federalist 47

Scattered _6

175

VOTE OF 1812: James Madison, Republican 128
DeWitt Clinton, Federalist 89

217
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JAMES MADISON, THE DISCIPLE OF JEFFERSON, SUCCEEDED HIS MENTOR
in the President’s House.! It is significant that a political party
today would hardly risk running a Presidential candidate like
Madison: it would be that certain it could not win with him.

James Madison, son of James Madison and Nelly Conway, had
about as drab a boyhood for use as campaign material as one can
think of, although it never seemed drab to “Jemmy” Madison. Eld-
est of ten children, he was frail, slight, and introspective. He never
took part in any of the usual boyhood activities, but preferred to
keep to his studies and his solitary walks in the Virginia woods.

The America of the early days was fortunate that it had schol-
ars and not mere “personality men” to get its ship of state launched
and into the navigable waters of a national life. To the Father of
the Constitution—James Madison—America is greatly indebted,
even though he was not a great success as President because of
his poor administrative ability.

1 Official designation of the President’s residence during this time. Although
on occasion it had been referred to as the “White House,” it was only after
its burning by the British, when the still-standing walls were painted white
to conceal the ravages of fire, that the latter name came into general use.
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HOST:

INTRODUCTION
by Dr, Bradford W. Young

Let me set the stage for you. You must assume for this evening
that I am a physician, Dr. Benjamin Rush of Philadelphia, educated
at the College of New Jersey, which you now call Princeton. I then
took my medical studies at the University of Edinburgh and returned
to Philadelphia to practice medicine in the year 1769. That was a
year! The colonies hardly established, the English'at our throats,
the French at our backsides on the Ohio river, and everywhere talk
of Independence, Liberty, Freedom, Revolution. It was not a very
glorious prospect for a young physician, It soon became evident
that I had been invested by the Creator with certain talent -- more
of my patients rallied than died -- and of those who became well,
many were possessed of extensive land patents from King George III,
I began to move in political circles. I became friends with Thomas
Jefferson, barely older than I, Our ideas of religion, nature, man-
kind, politics, the English, the French were, it seemed, identical,

Through Tom Jefferson, I came to know John Adams, of whom I grew
very fond. Adams was "no nonsense' ---examination, diagnosis,
treatment. He should have been a physician. We all signed the
Declaration of Independence, and after the unpleasantness and,

-finally, Yorktown--well, you know what happened, General Washington

became President for eight years. Adams, whom I admired so greatly,
succeeded the General in the Presidency. Adams got things done; and
confidently ran for a second term, But, next time around, it was Tom
Jefferson---Humanity, Nature, Action, Independent Sovereign Spirits,
and Sovereign States, Adams left for Boston in the middle of the night
before the inauguration, He was bitter, And Tom Jefferson got the

~ blame. Not that he didn't desexrve some of it, Not so outspoken as

Adams, be had nonetheless made it plain that the Government belonged
to the People. The People agreed. It was a bad breach between them,
lasting too many years.

In 1811, when Tom Jefferson had retired to Monticello - by then 68

years of age - and Adams was safely out of it in Quincy at the age of 76 -
I thought I should meddle in their politics once more. I wrote to both of
them at length, desperately dressing their wounds with every balm and
unguent I knew, Both patients rallied. It was the most gratifying cure

I had ever achieved. Its result was their renewed correspondence, the
essence of which is presented here.



JEFFERSON:

ADAMS AND JEFFERSON

Quincy, January 1st, 1812

Dear Sir:

As you are a friend to American Manufactures, under proper
restrictions, especially manufactures of the domestic kind, I
take the liberty of sending you by the post a Packet containing
two Pieces of Homespun, lately produced in this quarter by One
who was honoured in his youth with some of your attention and
much of your kindness.... '

All my Family whom you formerly knew are well. My Daughter
Smith is here and has successfully gone through a perilous and
painful operation, which detains her here this Winter, from her
Husband and her Family....

I'wish you, Sir, many happy New Years and that you may enter
the next and many succeeding years with as animating Prospects
for the Public as those at present before us. I am, Sir, with a
long and sincere Esteem, your Friend and Servant

John Adams _

Monticello, January 21, 1812

Dear Sir:

I thank you before hand (for they are not yet arrived) for the
specimens of homespun you have been so kind as to forward me
by post. I doubt not their excellence, knowing how far you are
advanced in these things in your quarter. Here we do little in
the fine way, but in coarse and middling goods a great deal.

letter from you calls up recollections very dear to my mind.,
carries me back to the times when, beset with difficulties
id dangers, we were fellow laborers in the same cause,
ruggling for what is most valuable to man, his right of self-
wernment, Laboring always at the same oar, with some wave
rer ahead threatening to overwhelm us, and yet passing harm-
ss under our bark....we rode through the storm with heart and
ind, and made a happy port. Still we did not expect to be without
rubs and difficulties; and we have had them. In your day, French
depredations; in mine English....As for France and England,

with all their pre-eminence in science, the one is a den of robbers,

and the other of pirates.

-1~
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JEFFERSON: ' 1 have given up newspapers in exchange for Tacitus and

(cont'd) Thucydides, for Newton and Euclid; and I find myself
much the happier. Sometimes, indeed, I look back to
former occurrences, in remembrance of our old friends
and fcllow laborers, who have fallen before us. Of the
signers of the Declaration of Independence, I sce now
living not more than half a dozen on your side of the
Potomack, and on this side, myself.alone,...No circum=~
stances have lessened the interest I feel,..,respecting
yourself; none have suspended for one moment my sincere
esteem for you; and now I salute you with unchanged
affections and respect,

Thomas Jefferson

ADAMS: Quincy, February 3, 1812

Sitting at my fireside with my Daughter Smith, on the first
of February, my Servant brought me a bundle of Letters

. and Newspapers from the Post Office in this Town...How
is it possible a Letter can come from Mr. Jefferson to me
in seven or eight days? I had no Expectation of an Answer,
thinking the Distance so great and the Roads so embarrassed,
under two or three months. This History would not be worth
recording but for the Discovery it made of a fact, vizt., that
the Communication between us is much easier, surer, and
may be more frequent than I had ever believed or suspected
to be possible. ' '

The Material of the Samples of American Manufactures

which I sent you was not Wool nor Cotton, nor Silk nor -

Flax nor Hemp nor Iron nor Wood. They were spun from

the brain of John Quincy Adams and consist in two volumes

of his lectures on Rhetorick and oratory, delivered when he
was professor of that Science in our University of Cambridge,

Your Memoranda of the past, your Sense of the present and
Prospect of the Future seem to be well founded, as far as 1
can see. But...the Prospect of the Future, will depend on
the Union; and how is that Union to be preserved?....The
Union is still to me an Object of as much anxiety as ever
Independence was. To this I have sacrificed my Popularity
in New England,.. '

I cordially reciprocate your Professions of esteem and Respect,
Madam joins me and sends her kind regards to your daughter
and your Grandchildren as well as to yourself,

2



JEFFERSON:

ADAMS:

JEFFERSON:

ADAMS:

Monticello, May 27, 1813

Another of our friends of 76 is gone, my dear Sir, another
of the co-signers of the independence of our country. And
a better man, than Rush, could not have left us, more
benevolent, more learned, of finer genius, or moxe honest,
We too must go, and that ere long....I sincerely congratu-
late you on the successes of our little navy; which must be
more gratifying to you than to most men, as having been
the early and constant advocate....If I have differed with
you on this ground, it was not on the principle, but the
time,

I have ever believed that you were the Author of the Essay ..
towards a Navy when you was Secretary of State. I have
reason to suspect that Hamilton was averse to that measure.
That you were always for a navy to compel the Barbary
powers to peace, I distinctly remember in many of our
personal conversations in Europe; and I have carefully pre-
sexrved very strong letters from you full of arguments for
such a Navy....P. S. We must have a Navy now to command
the Lakes, if it costs us 100 Ships of the Line, whatever
becomes of the Ocean,

One of the questions, you know, on which our parties took
different sides, was on the improvability of the human mind,
in science, in ethics, in government, etc. Those who
advocated reform of insttutions. ..maintained that no definite
limits could be assigned to that progress. The enemies of
reform, on the othexr hand, denied improvement, and advo-

~ cated steady adherence to the principles, practices, and

institutions of our forefathers, which they represented as

the consummation of wisdom beyond which the human mind -
could never advance...You possess, yourself, too much
science not to see how much is still ahead of you, unexplained
and unexplored.,..In truth, my dear Sir, we were far from
considering you-as the author of all the measures we blamed.

There are critical moments when faction, whether in Church
or State, will stick at nothing, Confidence of Friendship the
most sacred, is but a cobweb tie. How few! Oh how few are
the exceptions...Checks and Balances, Jefferson, however
you and your Party may have ridiculed them, arc our only
Security, for the progress of the mind as well as the security
of the body...Know thyself, Human Nature!

-3-



JEFFERSON: The same political parties which now agitate the U. S.
have existed through all ime, Whether the power of
the people, or that of the Aristocrats, should prevail,
were questions which kept the states of Greece and
Rome in eternal convulsions, as they now schismatize
every people whose minds and mouths are not shut up
by the gag of a despot. And in fact the terms of whig
and tory belong to natural as well as civil history.
They denote the temper and constitution of different
individuals...We well remember the violent parties
which agitated the old Congress, and their bitter
contests, There you and I were together, and (the)
anti-independants were arrayed against us, They
cherished the monarchy of England; and we the rights
of our countrymen....

Shall we, at our age, become the Athletae of party,
and exhibit ourselves, as Gladiators, in the arena

of the newspapers? Nothing in the universe could
induce me to it...The world.,.will judge me by my
écts, and will never take counsel from me as to what
that judgment shall be.

ADAMES: Quincy, June 30th, July 9, July 12 and 13, and August 16, 1813

...The real terrors of both Parties have always been,
and now are, the fear that they shall lose the elections
and consequently the Loaves and Fishes; and that their
Antagonists will obtain them, Both parties have excited
artificial terrors, and if I were summoned as a
Witness to say, upon oath, which Party had excited...
the most terror, and which had really felt the most, I
could not give 'a more sincere answer, than in the
vulgar style "Put them in a Bagg and shake them, and
then see which comes out first."

. » « YOour character in history may be easily foreseen.
Your Administration will be quoted by philosophers as

a model of profound wisdom; by politicians, as weak,
superficial and shortsighted. Mine, like Pope's Woman,
will have no Character at all.

While all other sciences have advanced, that of govern-
ment iS5 at a stand;_little bettex understood, lit er
practiced now than 3 or 4 thousand years ago. What is
theTeason? 1 say Parties and Factions will not. . .permit
improvements to be made. As soon as one man hints at
an improvement, his rival opposes it. No sooner has

-4~



ADAMS: one party discovercd an amelioration of the condition of
(cont'd) man or the order of society, than the opposite party
belies it, misconstrues it, misrepresents it, ridicnles
it,_insnlts it, and persecutes it. Histories are annihilated
or interpolated, or prohibited, sometimes by Popes, some=
times by Emperors, ‘sometimes by Aristocratical, and
sometimes by democratical .assemblies, and sometimes
by Mobs., '

...It is a fine observation of yours that "Whig and Tory
belong to natural history,” Inequalities of mind and body
are so established by God almighty in his constitution of
human nature that no art or policy can ever plane them
down to a Level...The golden rule, do as you would be
done by, is all the equality that can be supported by
reasol or reconciled to common sense,

The French revolution I dreaded; because 1 was sure it
would not only arrest the progress of improvement, but
give it a retrogade course for at least a century... The
French patriots, appeared to me, like young Scholars
from a college or sailors flushed with recent pay or
prize money, mounted on wild horses, lashing and spear-
ing, till they would kill the horses and break their own
necks,..Where are now in 1813 the perfection and
perfectability of human nature?...

You and I ought not to die before We have explained our-
selves to each other. '

JEFFERSON: I very much suspect that if thinking men would have the
courage to think for themselves, and to speak what they
think, it would be found they do not differ in religious
opinions as much as is supposed.,.Sweep away (the)
gossamer fabrics of factitious religion, and they would
catch no more flies., We should all, then, moralise for
ourselves, follow the oracle of conscience, and say
nothing about what no man can understand, noxr therefore
believe; for I suppose belief to be the assent of the mind
to an intelligible proposition,..

We must reduce our volume to the simple evangelists,
select from them the very woxrds only of Jesus., There
will be found remaining the most syblime and benevolent
code of morals which has ever been offered to man, I
have performed this operation for my own use, by cutting
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JEFFERSON:
(cont'd)

ADAMS:

JEFFERSON:

verse by verse out of the printed book, and arranging the
matter which is evidently his, and which is as easily
distinguishable as diamonds in a dunghill..,

August 16, 1813

Your Friend, my only daughter, expired Yesterday morn-
ing in the 49th year of her Age, 46 of which she was the
healthiest and firmest of us all: Since which, she has been
a monument to suffering and patience.

* On the subject of the Postscript of yours...and Mrs. Adams' .

letter, I am silent. I know the depth of the affliction it has -
caused, and can sympathise with it the more sensibly,
inasmuch as there is no degree of affliction, produced by
the loss of those dear to us, which experience has not
taught me to estimate. I have ever found time and silence
the only medicine, and these but assuage, they never can
suppress, the deep-drawn sigh which recollection for ever
brings up, until recollection and life are extinguished
together. Ever affectionately yours,

Thomas Jefferson

September 12, 1813

Now, my friend, who are the "Aristocrats."? Philosophy
may answer "'The Wise and Good." But the world, mankind,
have by their practice always answered, "the rich and

_ beautiful and well born." And Philosophers themselves in

marrying their children, prefer the rich, the handsome,

.and the well descended to the wise and good. What chance
- have talents and virtues in competition with wealth and

birth? and beauty? ...
One truth is clear; by all the world confess'd:
Slow rises worth, by Poverty oppress'd.

The five p-illars of aristocracy are beaﬁty, wealt1'1, birth,

genius, and virtues. Any one of the three first, can at any
time over bear any one or both of the last.



JEFFERSON:

ADAMS:

I agree with you that therc is a natural aristocraoy among
men. The grounds of this arc virtucs and talents.. .Since
the invention of gunpowder has armed the weak as well as
the strong...bodily strength, like beauty, good humor,
politeness and other accomplishments, has become but an
auxiliary ground of distinction...The natural aristocracy
I consider as the most precious gift of nature for the
instruction, the trusts, and government of society...May
we not even say that that form of government is the best
which provides the most effectually for a pure selection of
these natural aristocrats to the offices of government? *

What gave Sir William Wallace his amazing Aristocratical
Superiority? His Strength. What gave Mrs. Clark her
Aristocratical influence to create Generals, Admirals,

and Bishops? Her beauty. What gave Pompadour and

Du Barry the power of making Cardinals and Popes? Their
beauty. But I will select a single example: A

A daughter of a green Grocer, walks the streets in London
dayly with a baskett of Cabbage, Sprouts, Dandelions, and
Spinage on her head. She is observed by the Painters to have

a beautiful Face, an elegant figure, a graceful step, and a
debonair. They hire her to Sitt, She-complies, and is

painted by forty artists in a Circle around her. The scientific
Sir William Hamilton outbids the painters, sends her to schools
for a genteel education, and Marries her, This Lady not only
causes the Tryumphs of the Nile, of Copenhagen and Trafalgar,
but seperates Naples from France and finally banishes the King
and Queen from Sicilly. Such is the aristocracy of the natural
Talent of Beauty. ..

You suppose a difference of opinion between you and me on the
subject of Aristocracy. I can find none, I dislike and detest
hereditary honours, office, emoluments established by law.,
So do you, I am-for excluding legal hereditary distinctions _
from the U. S. as long as possible., So are you. I only say
that Mankind have not yet discovered any remedy against
irresistable Corruption in elections to offices of great Power
and Profit but making them hereditary...

Allegiance to the Creator and Governor of the Milky Way and
the Nebulae, and benevolence to all his Creatures, is my
religion. "If you know anything better than these maxims,
candidly share them,” I am as ever

John Adams



JEFFERSON:

ADAMNS:

Monticello, July S, 1814

...WhileI rejoice, for the good of mankind, in the deliverance
of Europe from the havoc which would have never ceased while
Bonaparte should have lived in power, I see with anxiety the
tyvrant of the ocean remaining in vigor, and even participating
in the merit of crushing his brother tyrant... '

I am just returned from one of my iong absences, having been
at my other home for five weeks past, Having more leisure
there than here for reading, I amused myself with reading

“seriously Plato's Republic. I am wrong, however, in calling

it amusement, . ..for it was the heaviest task-work I ever went
through. ..While wading through the whimsies, puerilities, and
unintelligible jargon of this work, I laid it down often to ask
myself how it could have been that the world should have so long
consented to give reputation to such nonsense as this?

But why am I dosing you with these Ante-diluvian topics?

Because I am glad to have some one to whom they are familiar,
and who will not receive them as if dropped from the moon.

Our post-revolutionary youth are born under happier stars

than you and I were. They acquire all learning in their mothers®
womb, and bring it into the world ready-made. The information
of books is no longer necessary; and all knowledge which is not
innate, is in contempt, or neglect at least, Every folly must
run its round; and so, I suppose, must that of self-learning

and self sufficiency; of rejecting the knowledge acquired in

past ages, and starting on the new ground of intuition.

. Dear Sir:

I receiv'd this morning your favour of the Sth, and as I can never
let a sheet of your's rest, I sit immediately to acknowledge it...

I am very glad you have seriously read Plato: and still more
rejoiced to find that your reflections upon him so perfectly
harmonize with mine. Some thirty years ago I took upon the
severe task of going through all his works, With the help of -
two Latin translations, one French translation, and comparing
some of the.,passages with Greek, I labored through the
tedious toil. My disappointment was great, my Astonishment
greaters, and my disgust was shocking., Two Things only did
Ilearn from him; 1. That Franklin's ideas of exempting
Husbandmen and Mariners from the depredations of war were
borrowed from him;

-8-
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ADAMS:
(cont'd)

JEFFERSON:

ADAMS:

JEFFERSON:

2. That sneezing is a cure for the hickups, Accordihgly
I have cured myself and all my friends of that provoking
disorder for thirty years, with a pinch of snuff,

June 10, 1815

It is long since we have exchanged a letter, and yet what
volumes might have been written on the occurrences even
of the last three months...Peace, God bless it! has
returned to put us all again into a course of lawful and
laudable pursuits....That the person of our citizens shall
be safe in freely traversing the ocean, that the transporta-
tion of our own produce in our vessels, to the markets of
our choice, and the return to us of the articles we want for
our own use, shall be unmolested, I hold to be fundamental,
and that the gauntlet must be for ever hurled at him who
questions it.

Who shall take the side of God and Nature? Shall we become
disciples of the Phylosophers? And who are the Phylosophers?
Frederick? Voltaire? Rousseau? Buffon? Diderot? or
Condorcet? These Phylosophers have shewn themselves as
incapable of governing mankind, as the Bourbons or the Guelphs...

When and where were ever found, Sincerity, Honesty, or
Veracity in any sect or party in Religion, Government or
Phylosophy? ... :

Mrs. Adams thanks Mr. Jefferson for his friendly remembrance
of her, and reciprocates to him a thousand good wishes,

Dear Sir:

The simultaneous movements in our correspondence have been
really remarkable on several occasions. It would scem as if
the state of the air, or state of the times, or some other
unknown cause, produced a sympathetic effect on our mutual
recollection...

Our correspondence has been obsexrved at the post offices, and
thus has attraced notice, Would you believe that a printer has
had the effrontery to propose to me the letting him publish it?
These people think they have the right to everything, however
secret or sacred.



ADAMS:

JEFFERSON:

That our correspondence has been observed is no Wonder;
for your hand is more universally known than your face.
No Printer has asked me for copies, but it is no surprise
that vou have been requested. These gentry will print
whatever will sell; and our correspondence is thought such
an oddity by both parties, that the printers imagine an
edition would soon go off and yield them a profit. There
has, however, been no tampering with your letters to me.
They have all arrived in good order....

According to the'few lights that remain to us, we may say

that the 18th Century, notwithstanding all its errors and vices,
has been, of all that are past, the most honorable to human
nature. Knowledge and Virtues were increased and diffused,
Arts, Sciences useful to men, ameliorating their condition,
were improved, more than in any former equal period. But what
are we to say now? Is the 19th Century to be a contrast to the
Eighteenth? Is it to extinguish all the Lights of its predecessor?

I agree with you in all eulogies on the 13th Century. It
certainly witnessed the sciences and arts, manners and morals,
advanced to a higher degree than the world had ever before
seen, ..l think, too, we may add, to the great honor of science
and the arts, that their natural effect is, by illuminating public
opinion, to erect it into a Censor, before which the most
exalted tremble for their future as well as present fame...

How then has it happened that these nations, France especially
and England, so great, so digrified, so distinguished by

science and the arts, plunged at once into all the depths of
human enormity, threw off suddently and openly all the
restraints of morality, all sensation to character, and unblush-
ingly avowed and acted on the principle that power was right?..,.
The destruction of 8 or 10 millions of human beings has probably
been the effect of these convulsions.,..

I know not what answer to give you, but this: that Power always
sincerely, conscientiously, de tres bon Foi, believes itself right.
Power always thinks it has a great soul and vast Views, beyond -
the comprehension of the Weak; and that it is doing God service,
when it is violating all his Laws...Power must never be trusted
without a Check...

‘My compliments to (your daughter)_ Mrs. Randolph, her Daughter

Ellen, and all her other Children, and believe me, as ever,

John Adams

-10-



ADAMS: To which Mrs, Adams adds her affectionate regards, and a
(cont'd) wish that distance did not seperate Souls congenial,

ADAMS: Quincy, March 2, 1816

I cannot be serious! I am about to write you the most frivolous
letter you ever read. Would you go back to your cradle and
live over again your 70 years? I believe you would return me
a New England answer, by asking me,.."Would you live your
80 years over again?"

JEFFERSON: Yo ask if I would agree to live my
over again, to which I say Yea. I think with you that it is a
good world on the whole, that it has been framed on a principle
of benevolence, and more pleasure than pain dealt out to us,
There are ind loomy and hypocondriac minds, inhabi-
tants of discased bodies, disgusted with the present, and despair-
ing of the future, always counting fhat the worst will happen,
because it may happen. To these I say: How much pain have
cost us the evils Which have never happened? My temperament
is sanguine. I steer my bark with Hope iy the head, leaving
fear astern., My hopes indeed sometimes fail; but not oftener
than the forebodings of the gloomy. There are, I acknowled

ADAMS: J. Would you agree to live your life of 80 years over again?
A, Aye... | |

I have had more comfort than distress, more pleasure than pain,
ten to one, nay, if you please, an hundred to one. A pretty
large Dose, however, of distress and pain., But after all, what
is human life? A Vapour, a Fog, a Dew, a Cloud, a Blossom, a
flower, a Rose, a blade of grass, a glass Bubble, a Tale told by

~ an Idiot, a Boule de Savon, Vanity of Vanities, an eternal
succession of which which would terrify me almost as much as
annihiliation. What is there in Life to attach us to it, but the
hope of a future and a better?...
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ADANMIS: In your favor of April 8th, you "wonder for what good ernd

(cont'd) the sensations of grief could be intended?” When I approach
such questions as this, I consider myself like one of those
little eels in Vinaigre, or one of those Animalcules in black
or red pepper or in the Horse Radish root, that bite our
tongues so cruelly,,,Of what use is this Sting upon the
tongue? Why might We not have the benefit of these
stimulants, without the sting?

Did you ever see a Portrait or a Statue of a great man, with-

. out perceiving strong traits of pain and anxiety? These
furrows were all ploughed in the countenance by Grief. Our
juvenile oracle, Sir Edward Coke, thought that none were fit
for Legislators or Magistrates but "Sad Mea." And who were
these sad men? They were aged Men, who had been tossed
and bnffeted in the vicissitudes of life, forced upon profound
Reflection by Grief and disappointments and taught to command
their Passions and Prejudices.,.Grief drives men into habits
of serious reflection, sharpens the understanding, and softens
the heart; it compels them to arouse their reason...to elevate
them to a superiority over all human events; to give them
"the imperturbable tranquility of a happy heart™; in short to
make them Stoicks and Christians.

JEFFERSON: Poplar Forest, November 25, 1816

The present exhausted state of the contirent will, I hope,
permit (England) to go through their struggle without foreign
interference, and to settle their new government according to
their own will...Were they once under a government which
should treat us with justice and equality, I should myself feel
with great strength the ties which bind us together, of origin,
of language, laws and manners.,,.The individuals of the nation
I have ever honored and esteemed, the basis of their
character being essentially worthy: but I consider their
government the most flagitious which has existed since the
days of Philip of Macedon, whom they make their model. It
is not only founded in corruption itself, but insinuates the
same poison into the bowels of every other, corrupts its
councils, nourishes factions, stirs up revolutions, and places
its own happiness in fomenting commitions and civil wars
among others...l am in hopes that a purer nation will result,
onec which.,.will see in us what we really are, their natural
friend and brethren.,. '

-12-



ADAMS:

JEFFERSON:

«..If I should write you a Volume of Observations I made
in England, you would pronounce it a Satire. Suppose the
"refrein"...of the song should be: the Religion, Govern-
ment, the Commerce, the Manufactures, the Army and
Navy of G. B. are all reduced to the Science of Pounds and
Shillings, Elections appearecd to me a mere commercial
Traffick; mere bargain and sale...Now suppose an
election for a President of the British Empire...The only
question would be,. Which Party has the deepest purse,...

Britain will never be our Friend till we are her Master.
This will happen in less tirne than you and I have been
struggling with her Power —provided We remain United...
I fear there will be greater difficulties to preserve our
Union, than you and I, our fathers, brothers, friends,
disciples, and sons, have had to form it....

Towards Great Britain I would adopt their own Maxim.
An English jocky says: "If I have a wild horse to brake

I begin by convincing him that I am his Master, And then
I will convince him that I am his friend.,” I am well
assured that nothing will restrain G. B, from injuring us,
but fear, -

January 11, 1817

Forty-three volumes read in one year!...Dear Sir, how I

envy you., .l can read by candlelight only, and stealing

long hours fromm my rest...From sun-rise to one or two
o'clock, and often from dinner to dark, I am drudging at .

the writing table. And all this to answer letters into which
neither interest nor inclination on my part enters; and

often for persons whose names I have never before heard,
Yet, writing civilly, it is hard to refuse them civil answers.,,

The result of your 50 or 60 years of religious reading in

the four words "be just and good” is that in which all our
enquiries must end.,.One of our fan-colouring biographers,
who paints small men as great, enquired of me lately ...
whether he might consider as authentic, the change in my
religion much spoken of in some circles. Now this supposed
that they knew what had been my religion before, taking for

it the word of their priests, whom I certainly never made the
confidants of my creed., My answer was: "Say nothing of m
religion, It is known ‘to my God and myself alone. Its evidence
before the world is to be sought in my life, If that has been
honest and dutiful to society, the religion which has regulated
iw Affectionately, Adieu. -

~ Thomas Jefferson
-13-




ADAMS: April 19, 1817

Twenty times in the course of iy late reading, have I been
upon the point of breaking 6ut, "This would be the best of ,
all possible worlds, if there were no religion in it,"_But

in this exclamation, ..l should have been. ufmatica%

religion, this world would be something not fit to be

mentioned in polite company..
scoundrel that ever existed, never yet wholly extinguished
his Conscience, and while Conscience remains, there is

~ some religion .., The vast prospect of Mankind, which these
books have passed in review before me...has sickened my
very soul...Yet I can never be a misanthrope., Homo sum--
"I am a man." I must hate myself before I can hate my
fellow men; and that I cannot and will not do.

" 1 congratulate you and Madison and Monroe, on your noble
employment in founding a University. From such a noble
Tryumvirate, the world will expect something very great
and very new, But if it contains anything quite original, and
very excellent, I fear the prejudices are too deeply rooted
to suffer it to last long. It will not always have three such
colossal reputations to support it....

JEFFERSON: October 7, 1818

It is very long, my dear friend, since I have written to you,
The fact is that I was scarcely at home from May to
September, and from that time I have been severely
indisposed and not yet recovered so far as to sit up and
write. . .Having been subject to troublesome attacks of
rheumatism for some winters past, and being called by
‘other business into the neighborhood of our Warmsprings,

I thought I would avail myself of them as a preventative of
future pain., I was then in good health and it ought to have
occurred to me that the medicine which makes the sick well,
makes the well sick...l am getting better slowly and, when
I can do it with less pain, shall always have a pleasure in
giving assurances to Mrs. Adams and yourself of my
constant and affectionate friendship and respect.

ADAMS: My dear Friend:

One trouble never comes alone. At our Ages we may cxpect
more and more of them every day in groups, and every day
less fortitude to bear them..,.When I saw in print that you
was gone to the Springs, I anxiously suspected that all was
not healthy at Monticello...

-14-



ADAMS:
(cont’d)

JEFFERSON:

-ADAMS:

JEFFERSON:

Now, Sir, for my griefs! The dear partner of my life for
fifty four years as a wife and for many years more as a
lover, now lies in extemis, forbidden to speak or be

spoken to...If human life is a bubble, no matter how soon

it breaks, if itis, as I firmly believe, an immortal existence,
we ought patiently to wait the instructions of the great
Teacher. I am, Sir, your deeply afflicted friend

]ohﬁ Adams

The public papers, my dear friend, announce the fatal event
of which your letter of October 20 had given me ominous fore-
boding. Tried myself, in the school of affliction, by the loss
of every form of connection which can rive the human heart,

I know well, and feel, what you have lost, what you have
suffered, are suffering, and have yet to endure...It is some
comfort to us both that the term is not very distant at which
we are to deposit, in the same cerement, our sorrows and
suffering bodies, and to ascend in essence to an ecstatic
meeting with the friends we have loved and lost and whom we
shall still love and never lose again. God bless you and support
you under your heavy affliction.

" Your letter of November 13 gave me great delight not only by

the divine consolation it afforded me...but as it gave me full
proof of your restoration to health,

While you live, I seem to have a Bank at Monticello on which I
can draw for a Letter of Friendship and entertainment when I
please...

. Trumbull with a band of associates drew me by the cords of

old friendship to see his picture on Saturday, where I got a
great cold. The air of Fanueil Hall is changed. I have not
been used to catch Cold there.

Sick or well, the friendship is the same of your old acquaintance
John Adams
Dear Sir:

I hope you have read our University Report with approbation.,,
We are all atiptoe here in the hourly expectation of hearing
what our legislature decides on the Report. Being a good piece
of a century behind the age they live in, we are not without fear
as to their conclusions, We have to contend with so many
biasses, personal, local, fanatical, financial, that we cannot

foresee in what their combinations will result,

-15-



' JEFFERSON: God bless you, and preserve you in good health and
(cont'd) spirits,

ADAMS: November 23xd 1819 T
My Dear Sir:

I congratulate you and myself on your recovery from the
three illnesses which have distressed you...My health is
astonishing to myself.

... Though I have not had three remarkable illnesses, 1
have been afflicted with three times three misfortunes...
I ought, however, to remember-the saying of a Bishop
with whom I dined once at Versailles who asked me many
questions concerning Doctor Franklin, his health, his
spirits, and his mind. I answered: His health is very
robust, his spirits very cheerful, and his intellect as_
bright as ever. Monseigneur rephed "But at his age he
better be careful not to get angry.” ..

JEFFERSON: I have been amusing myself latterly with reading the
voluminous letters of Cicero... I ask myself What was
that government which the virtues of Cicero were so
zealous to restore, and the ambition of Caesar to subvert?
...Steeped in corruption, vice, venality as the whole
nation was, what cculd even Cicero, Cato, Brutus have
done?...Your intimacy with their history...will enable
you, if any body, to go back with our principles...and
tell us by what process these great and virtuous men
could have led so unenlightened and vitiated a people
into freedom and good government. ..

ADAMS: In some part of iny life I read a great work of a
Scotchman on the Court of Augustus, in which with
much learning, hard study, and fatiguing labor, he
undertook to prove that had Brutus and Cassius been
conqueror, they would have restored virtue and liberty
to Rome..."ButI don t believe it."” Have you ever found

effects of temperance and industry? Will you tell me
how to prevent riches from producing luxury? Will
you tell me how to prevent luxury from producing
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ADAMS: effeminacy, intoxication, extravagance, Vice and Folly?

(cont'd) When you will answer me these questions, I hope I may
venture to answer yours. Yet all these ought not to
discourage us from exertion, for ...I believe no effort
in favour of virtue is lost, and all good men ought to
struggle both by ‘their council and example...

To return to the Romans, I never could discover that

they possessed much virtue, or real liberty there.
Patricians were in general griping usurers and tyrannical
creditors in all ages. Pride, strength, and courage were
all the virtues that composed their National Characters.

A few of their nobles, effecting simplicity, frugality, and
Piety, perhaps really possessing them, acquired Popularity
among the Plebeians and extended the power and dominions
of the Republic and advanced in glory till Riches and Luxury
come in, sat like an incubus on the Republic, and "took
vengeance on a conquered world."

Our Winter sets in a fortnight earlier than usual, and is
pretty severe. I hope you have fairer skies and milder

air...

JEFFERSON: August 15, 1820

I am getting better, however slowly...I can walk but little
but I ride 6 or 8 miles a day without fatigue...Our University,
4 miles distant, gives me frequent exercise, and the oftener
as I direct its architecture.Its plan is unique, and it is
becoming an object of curiosity for the traveller,

January 20, 1821 -

1 was quite rejoiced, dear Sir, to see that you had health and
spirits enough to take part in the late convention of your state
for revising its constitution, and to bear your share in its" -
debates and labors...

ADAMS: . Dear Sir:

...My appearance in the late convention was too ludicrous to

be talked of...I have harangued and scribbled more than my
share, but from 1779 to the convention in 1820 I never opened
my lips in a public debate, After a total desuetude for 40 years,
I boggled and blundered more than a fellow just rising to speak
at the Bar., What I said, I know not; I believe the Printers have
made better speeches than I made for myself...



JEFFERSON:

ADAMS:

JEFFERSON:

ADAMS:

JEFFERSON:

Monticello, June 1, 1822

*...The papers tell us that Genl. Starke is off at the age

of 93. Charles Thomson still lives at about the same age,
chearful, slender as a grasshopper, and so much without
memory that he scarcely recognises the members of his
household. An intimate friend of his called on him not
long since; it was difficult to make him recollect who he
was, and sitting one hour, he told him the same story 4
times over. Is this life? It is at most but the life of a
cabbage, surely not worth a wish...

...l am told you walk well and firmly. I can only reach
my garden, ..l ride, however--daily. But reading is my
delight,

. ..My sight is very dim. .hearing pritty good; memory
poor enough,..Winter is as terrible to me, as to you,
I am almost reduced...to the life of a Bear or torpid
swallow, I cannot read but my delight is to hear others
read, and I tease all my friends most unmercifully and
tyrannically.,. ’

The worse of the Evil is that our friends will suffer more
by our imbecility than we ourselves...

I happened to turn to my letter-list some time ago, and a
curiosity was excited to count those received in a single
year...I found the number to be 1,267, many of them
requiring answers of elaborate research, and all to be
answered with due attention and consideration. Take an
average of this number for a week or a day, and I will
repeat the question, Is this life? At best it is but the
life of a mill-horse. '

Your stationery bill alone for paper, quills, ink, wafers,
wax, sand and pounce, must have amounted to enough to

maintain a small family.

October 12, 1823

...A correspondence of yours with a friend...is said to
be...published...such as seemed most likely to draw a
curtain of separation between you and myself...All men
who have attended to the workings .of the human mind,
who have seen the false colors under which passion
sometimes dresses the actions and motives of others,
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JEFFERSON:
(cont’d)

ADAMS:

JEFFERSON:

ADAMS=

JEFFERSON:

have scen all these passions subsiding with time and reflec-
tion, dissipating like mist before the rising sun, and restor=-
ing to us the sight of things in their true shape and colours,
It would be strange indeed if,,.we were to go an age back to
hunt up imaginary or forgotten facts to disturb the rcpose of
affections so sweetening to the evening of our lives, Be
assured, my dear Sir, that I am incapable of receiving the
slightest impression from the effort now made to plant thorms
on the pillow of age, worth, and wisdom.,,.

.. A letter from Mr, Jefferson says I, I know what the sub-
stance is before I open it, The best letter that was ever
written~~and round-it went through the whole table: How
generous! how noble! how magnanimous! I said it was just
such a letter as I expected, only it was infinitely better
expressed,..

The peevish and fretful effusions of politicians in difficult
and dangerous conjunctures from the agony of their hearts,

are not worth remembering... -

I salute your fire-side with cordial esteem and affection,

J. A. in the 89 year of lus age, still too fat to iast much

longer...

Monticello, January 8, 1825

The presidential election has given me few anxieties.
With you this must have been impossible., I am comforted
and protected from other sohc1tudes by the cares of our
University. . . S :

... The preéidential election has given me less anxiety than
I myself could have imagined. The next administration will
be a troublesome one to whomsoever it falls, And our John'
(Quincy) has been too much worn to contend much longer
with conflicting factions. I call him our John, because when
you was,..at Paris, he appea.red to me to be almost as much .
your boy as mine...

Your University is a noble employment in your old age, and
your ardor for its success does you honor...

Monticello, March 25, 1826

My grandson Thomas Jefferson Randolph, being on a visit to
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.
JEFFERSON: Boston, would think he had secn nothing were he to leave
(cont'd) it without sceing you...Like other young people, he
wishes to be able, in the winter nights of old age, to re-
count to those around him what he has heard and learnt
of the Heroic age preceding his birth, and which of the
Argonauts particularly he was in time to have scen, It
was the lot of our early years to witness nothing but the
dull monotony of colonial subservience, and of our riper
ones to breast the labors and perils of working out of it.
Theirs are the Halcyon days succeeding the storm which
our Argosy has stoutly weathered. . .Gratify his ambition,
‘then, by receiving his best bow and my solicitude for
your health, by enabling him to bring me a favorable
account of it, Mine is but indifferent, but not so my
friendship and respect for you. '

Thomas Jefferson

[P

ADAMS; Quincy, April 17, 1826

Your letter of March 25th has been a cordial to me, and
the more consoling as it was brought by your Grandsons,
Mr. Randolph and Mr. Coolidge. We New Englanders are
-but pygmies by the side of Mr, Randolph...Your letter is '
one of the most beautiful I have ever received.
Public affairs go on pretty much as usual: perpetual
chicanery and rather more personal abuse than there
used to be...Our American chivalry is the worst in the
- . world. It has no laws, no bounds, no definitions; it seems
_to be all a caprice. My love to all your family, and best
wishes for your health,..

John Adams
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HOST:

POSTFACE

1826 was the fiftieth amliversary year of the Declaration of
Independence, And it was the final year for both Thomas
Jefferson and ]ohn Adams,

They died within a few hours of each other on the same day.
The day was the Fourth of July.






























states it was virtually impossible for Con-
gress to pass a law.

Congressmen lost interest in their work
and stopped attending sessions; for months
at a time there were seldom enough
members present to provide a quorum.
The authors of the Constitution sought
to remove the stumbling block by elimi-
nating the veto and resolving Congres-
sional decisions by a majority vote. This
was the effort that seriously threatened
the Constitution and caused it to win only
slim margins of approval in most states;
two states, Rhode Island and North Caro-
lina, had still to ratify the Constitution—
a predicament which made them foreign
territories on Washington’s inauguration
day. The New York legislature remained
so sharply divided on the issue that the
Federalist Senate and the Antifederalist
House could not agree on a slate for the
Electoral College, and as a result New
York did not even participate in Wash-
ington’s election.

As its last act, the Continental Congress
decreed that its successor, the First Con-
gress of the United States, should convene
in New York City on March 4, 1789, to
receive the results of the Electoral Col-
lege vote. The negative attitude toward
Congress evidently persisted, even among
its new members. At the first session of
Congress only eight of the twenty-two Sen-
ators were present; only fourteen of the
fifty-nine Representatives. Lacking quo-
rums, both houses adjourned; they ad-
journed repeatedly for a month,

Actually, everybody knew the result of
the vote. George Washington had been
elected President, with John Adams as Vice
President. But neither man could take of-
fice until Congress had been officially in-
formed and then, in turn, officially in-
formed the victors. 'Day after day the
handful of Congressmen met in their sep-
arate chambers, took a roll call, acknowl-
edged that they had no quorum, ad-
journed, then reconvened later in their
favorite taverns. The nation’s forty-two
newspapers began to complain: where
were the missing Congressmen? Finally, on
April 6, cnough of them showed up to

conduct the business at hand. Next day
two couriers left New York on horseback,
one rushing to Mount Vernon, Virginia,
the other to Braintree, Massachusetts, to
announce to George Washington and
John Adams the news that both men had
known for a month.

During the month that George Wash-
ington waited at Mount Vernon for the
arrival of the Congressional courier, he
spent his time putting his personal affairs
in order. He was fifty-three years old. His
health was impaired by chronic dysentery,
recurrent malaria, and bad teeth. At the
end of the war he had hoped to retire to
his plantation, but first the Constitutional
Convention, over which he presided, and
then the Electoral College, which chose
him to be President, put an end to that
hope. Washington was considered a rich
man, but he was actually land-poor. Of-
ten he found himself short of cash; he
found himself so now, and he had to bor-
row five hundred dollars from a neighbor
to settle some debts he did not want to
leave unpaid. In his last days at Mount
Vernon Washington wrote his inaugural
address, and he practiced it aloud often.
A natural shyness caused him to stammer
and stumble over his words when called
upon to speak \in public; by rehearsing
his speech repeatedly he hoped to avoid
this embarrassment at Federal Hall.

The Congressional courier reached
Mount Vernon on April 14. The next eve-
ning Washington gave a farewell dinner
party for a few neighbors, and early on
April 16 he left Mount Vernon accompa-
nied by Colonel David Humphreys, his
aide, and Tobias Lear, his secretary.
Washington intended to make the journey
to New York quickly and peacefully, with
as little cercmony as possible. But a mile
from Mount Vernon a deputation from
Alexandria blocked the road, and Wash-
ington was asked to pause long enough to
attend a reception that had been arranged
for him. This was the start of an ovation
that continued for three hundred miles.
With Washington, the acclaim was as
much for the man as for his office. He had
been America’s first war hero; he had
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The increasing fervor of the receptions
from town to town unnerved Washington,
and he sent word ahead to New York that
he hoped to be able to enter the capital
quietly. But it was too late. When on
Thursday, April 23, Washington reached
Elizabeth, New Jersey, he found awaiting
him a large delegation of Senators and
Representatives, public officials of New
York and New ]Jersey, mayors and coun-
cils of towns along the bay, and Federal
executives. The waterfront was jammed
with cheering crowds. Offshore a fleet of
small boats was ready to accompany Wash-
inton on his trip across the bay, but be-
fore the trip could begin, he had to be
introduced to the many dignitaries who
had come to greet him.

Finally Washington was led to a forty-
seven-foot barge, manned by thirteen har-

or pilots in white sailor suits. A tent
stood astern, in the event that Washing-
ton might want to escape the winds of the
broad bay. Instead, he took a place among
the oarsmen, standing there and waving
at the accompanying small craft as the
barge swept through the Kill van Kull,
around the tip of Staten Island, and out
into the bay. The harbor was as crowded
as the roads from Mount Vernon had

een. All the boats were gayly decorated;
some carried choirs that sang to Washing-
ton as his barge raced by; from others
came showers of petals that were caught
by the wind and blown back at the people
who had thrown them. Among the boats
was the Spanish man-of-war, the Galves-
ton, strangely quiet and drab; but as the
barge came abreast, all hands went to
work. Up shot flags and banners and bunt-
ing: the ship was dressed in seconds. From
her battery came a roaring thirteen-gun
salute—so staggering and dramatic an ef-
fect that some of the dazed pilots rowing
the barge dropped their oars and stared,
recovering their composure when the
North Carolina, up ahead, blasted its own
salute.

The barge reached the Battery, then
swung into the passage between Manhat-
tan and Governor's Island; both shores
were lined with people. Onward the barge

went, into the East River, to Murray's
Wharf at the foot of Wall Street, where a
crimson-carpeted staircase had been erected
from the dock down to the water-level. On
the dock, under a crimson. canopy, was
Governor George Clinton, waiting to wel-
come George Washington back to New
York as the country’s first President-elect.

After the confusion of introductions, to
which Washington had grown accustomed
in the week since leaving Mount Vernon,
an army officer stepped up, saluted, an-
nounced that Washington's carriage was
ready and that the Presidential escort,
composed of Grenadiers of the First Regi-
ment, was his to command.

Washington replied: “I need no escort
except the affections of my fellow citizens,
and I prefer to walk.”

The common-man gesture had the same
dazzling effect on the crowd as had Wash-
ington’s decision to ride in the rain in
Philadelphia. When the news spread, the
emotional mob sent up a roar that could
be heard on the ships out in the bay. Link-
ing arms with Clinton, Washington made
his way through the crowd, up Wall
Street to Pearl, along Pearl, past the Gov-
ernor's mansion, to Cherry Street, then
around into Franklin Square—a walk of
over a mile, with the cheering throng at
his heels the whole distance. His home
was to be Franklin House, built by Walter
Franklin, a wealthy merchant whose
widow had married Samuel Osgood, Post-
master General of the new government.
The Osgoods had moved to their country
estate in order to turn their home over to
Washington; Franklin House, the first
Presidential residence, remained a New
York landmark for a century, until it was
displaced by the approaches to the Brook-
Iyn Bridge.

Foreign ambassadors were at Franklin
House, anxious to meet Washington and
to congratulate him. That evening Wash-
ington attended a dinner in his honor at
the Governor’s mansion.” It was ‘“open
house” everywhere in New York that
night. Public figures who did not rate an
invitation to the Governor's exclusive
party held dinners of their own. In tav-
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religion with their science”

The two scholars are quite right
in insisting that there is nothing
logically necessary about claims
that the future findings of neuro-
science will support materialist
theories. Nevertheless, it is equally
undeniable that as our under-
standing of the world has been
enlarged by unremitting use of the

scientific method, so the domain of

formerly mysterious and mystical
phenomena has shrunk to an ever-
smaller ambit. For example, now

. . . Zoner
Pelinoon et v sl rathern
they are ace rationallhy berung on
the conunuing efficacy of the sci-
entific method in explaining phe-
nomena without recourse to realms
outside of the physical universe and
its laws

So, for the time being, the debate
goes on Questions liable to be
asked about their “dualistic-
interactionism,” and to which Pro-
fessors Eccles and Robinson do not
provide answers, tend to mirror the
opposite accusations which they, as
non-materialist thinkers, put to the
materialists. In this instance: just
what exactly is a non-material
entity? Of what is it made and
through what mechanism does it
influence the material world?

On the same materialist bias,
how would one ever design an
experiment that would prove that
non-material minds do exist? This
question is of paramount impor-
tance, because it embodies the
principle of falsifiability: any the-
ory that does not meet this criterion
cannot ever be proven — not “scien-
tifically,” that is.

Professors Eccles and Robinson
have performed a service through
their incisive questioning of the
theories of their opponents, but
they have not thereby proved their
own case. Their theory resides only
inthe gaps of our current scientific
knowledge.

Moreover, if we reject “dualistic-
interactionism,” do we humans then
lose our specialness? Look around,
and I believe the answer will be
quite clear.

still

Ildly from
ionetary
1983 to a
-hold on
184 which
us to the
1l another
‘ession.

ny — so thereisno
d to predict the
retion.”

anary fiat money,
s an incentive to
inflation’ in order
onomic boom. But
rstands this moti-
lates expectations

accordingly” Thus investors will
tend to make such “surprise” infla-
tion more difficult and costly to pull
off. Conversely, the current arbi-
trary tight money policy keeps
rates high as investors try to out-
guess the Fed on the high side.

This means, he said, that under
discretionary policy, we will tend to
move to an “equilibrium of rel-
atively high but steady rates of
inflation,” and very high interest
rates.

That, of course, has been the his-
tory since the 1968-71 breakdown
of the Bretton Woods Agreement
(which tied the world to the dollar,
and the dollar to gold), when the
nation moved from an average
inflation of less than 2 percent to
more than 7 percent.

That is why, Mr. Barro argues,
“there must now be a mechanism
for binding the policymaker’s
hands in advance. ... " While he
gives full credit to the ability of a

gold standard to sustain long-term
monetary value and price stability,
he comes down in favor of tying
monetary policy to anoverall target
path of a general price index ...
whereby a price level above the tar-
get triggers lower growth of the
monetary base, and vice versa.”
Supply-siders have long argued for
such a “price rule”

Oncethereis suchacredible rule
(as opposed to discretion) it “works
to stabilize prices even if there are
lags” because “there is a form of
stabilizing speculation [in the mar-
ket] that improves the system.” Peo-
ple know what to expect.

Instead, of course, for the past 18
months, even as commodity prices
were falling, the Fed choked off
monetary and economic growth —
because its “discretionary theory”
was that growth causes inflation.

As Heritage argues, it is time for
a serious commitment to rules —
and not whims in Fed policy.

FUIC G LESUIne T st wal b o ‘
wrong as long if you read The Post, |
digestite message. and assume that |
the opposite of whatever it predicts
1s probably going to happen.

Last Wednesday, as usual, it did.

KONDRACKE

From page 1D

reform program. “It’s so good.” he
said, “‘that the Republicans won't
have the courage to support it.”

One controversial feature of the
Regan tax plan — especially among
Republicans and perhaps the AFL-
CIO — would limit depreciation
allowances for corporations with
heavy investment in plant and
equipment, meaning they will pay
more taxes, while individuals and
small businesses pay less.

According to Mr. Babbitt,
present tax laws ‘favor large,
politically powerful businesses at
the expense of small entrepre-
neurs” who create new jobs at a
much faster rate. The Regan plan
would even the balance.

e Abandon the idea of a national
“industrial policy” — or central
planning — and instead encourage
individuals and small businesses to
be more productive on a decentral-
ized basis, through education,
employee stock purchases, and
fairer taxes.

® The Democrats should again
become the free-trade party, aban-
doning such protectionist mea-
sures as domestic-content
legislation and quotas, which limit
imports.

He said that protectionism is
“the lazy way" to fight unfair trade
practices by Japan and other coun-
tries. Instead, he said, the United
States should organize a new round
of global trade talks to free up com-
merce everywhere.

These ideas by themselves won’t
save the Democratic Party, but the
good news is that the CDM audi-
ence was impressed by Mr. Babbitt.

The upshot is that there is a pos-
sibility of an alliance between Gary
Hart neo-liberals and “Scoop”
Jackson neo-conservatives. This
group now needs to reach out to
some blacks, Hispanics, and tradi-
tional liberals who are capable of
seeing the need for change.

While the neo-liberals teach the
party new ways of thinking about
the economy, the CDM can teach it
about foreign policy. School should
begin right away, with all the pro-
spective 1988 presidential nomi-
nees as the class.
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g liberal credits. The American merchants in turn Hamilton put it, “continentally.”” They knew that the P j
tended credit to retailers and consumers, and the ~only way to solve the difficulties of the United States o
wantry indulged itself in a buying spree. Only when  was to strengthen the national government—they had oy 5
) ) 4 ; : 4 . : DI
came time to pay the bills did the Americans dis-  known it before the ink was dry on the Articles of vl s
yver their situation. Confederation. Now, as the weakness of the govern- f 1
The colonial economy had been a complex one,  ment became more and more embarrassing, they ‘
 which Americans paid for British imports by carry-  spoke out ever more loudly. W
1g their own and other people’s goods to market in ' s
arious ports throughout the world, but mostly within Thinking continentally. The Americans had had l i
1e empire. Now they were no longer a part of the plenty of practice in making and breaking govern- ' . ‘ "4_
mpire, and Britain closed her West Indian ports to ments. Their usual method had been to call an extra- i
umerican vessels. Prices of American produce legal convention—like the Stamp Act Congress or the l. :
lropped, merchants found themselves cut off from  Continental Congress or the provincial congresses that . ;f:‘
isual channels of trade, and depression settled over replaced the royal governments. Conventions were L I .
he land—while British merchants called for payment. also summoned whenever the people of a state or i)
Americans blamed themselves and their mer- region wanted to achieve a public purpose for which B
:hants. Having won their political independence, they \ their regular government had proved inadequate. Sev- '
had promptly mortgaged it by extravagant purchases | eral interstate conventions had met during the war in ) ;q
from their old masters. It scemed that the British, by ' an effort to regulate prices. Connecticut held a con- o 'RE
craftily extending liberal credits and closing their | vention in 1783 to protest the founding of the Society ' f
ports to Americans, had rewon economically the po- of the Cincinnati and the granting of extra pay to ]
sition of dominance that they had lost politically. army officers. And, as we have seen, Massachusetts B
Congress instructed John Adams-to ask England fora  called a convention to draft a state constitution. 22
commercial treaty, but he was no more successful in It was only natural, then, for men who had begun ', e
this than in pressing for the evacuation of British to think “continentally” to turn to a convention for i §
garrisons in the Northwest. the purpose of strengthening the continental govern- ’ . i
There were loud demands for retalianon against ment. As early as 1784 they had talked of it, but at ' t‘é
the British restrictions on American trade, and some that time public sentiment was overwhelmingly b

_states passed laws to discourage imports. But such against it. The opposition did not arise from a defi-

“partial legislation by single states, each imposing dif-  ciency of national patriotism or from too much local
ferent restrictions, only added to the difficulties by patriotism. Nationalism, which has proved the most

;iniuring the economues of sister states. As fohn Sulli- lively—and deadly—force in the modern world, at-

I van confessed concerning the New Hampshire law, "It tached itself in America to the Union rather than to

- Was a blow aimed at Britain but wounds us and our  the states. Thomas Paine, in his first publication after
friends.” What was needed was an overall national the peace, wrote: "'l ever feel myself hurt when I hear *

E’Cglﬂatigp_ of commerce, not simply to discourage  the Union, the great palladium of our liberty and _ i -

» Unnecessary imports, but to create a balanced econ- _ Tsafety, the least irreverently spoken of. . . . Qur citi- L o
gomy in which manufacturing, agriculture, and com-  Zenship in the United States is our national character. . K Dy
¥ METce would all find their place. Only in this way  Our citizenship in any particular state is only our N R .s
‘E‘EUUTd“tEE'United States become economically as well local distinction.” o -2

g,_“ DOhflCé_H}"f_r}depggdcnt and insure herself against This sentiment was echoed by statesmen, poets, 1B
= domination by Britain or any other nation. But the painters, and schoolmasters. George Washington, the N,

|
P\"Eeriin__gongress! with no power to regulate com- nation’s hero, was a great Virginian but a greater—) ' :
"

=) . . : X
{- merce, could not even begin to direct the economy American. “We are known by no other character , .

W‘E_rii_such agoal. among nations,”’, he declared in 1783, “than as the

. . N -
United States.” Connecticut during the 1780s pro- < |
duced a host of brilliant young men who celebrated tn !' g3
literature and art not their own state but America. S §
! 12
v .'[ ¥

Barlow attempted an American epic in The Vision of
Columbus. Noah Webster wrote schoolbooks designed

= Many Americans found the impotence of the national to teach American English. Jedidiah Morse published

E
in Tbe Crisis John Trumbull depicted the great events of the Amer- : l
;‘. of American nationality ican Revolution in a series of historical paintings. Joel i {
: s
{
{

= i’Vmecnt intolerable. The Revolution had widened . an American Geography. And Ezra Stiles, the presi-
’ cE)elr vision beyond the affairs of town or county or-  dent of Yale, preached of The United States Elevated BRI
i 20"y and had taught them to think. as Alexander _to Glory and Honor. Some authors, to be sure, wrote .
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| rej0Ice most exceed/ng(y that rhgre /'s' an e.nd to our vyarfare, and ?ha{ such a
freld 1S opening to our view as will, with wisdom to d/re?ct the cu/t(var:on of it
make us a great. 8 respectable, and happy People; but it must be /mproyed by ‘
other means than State politics, and unreasonable jealousies and prejudices; or (it
requires not the second sight to see that) we shall be instruments in the hands of
Enemies, and those European powers who may be jealous of our greatness in

our . . . . .
ynion.... No man in the United States is, or can be more deeply impressed with
the necessity of a reform in our present Confederation than myself. No man per-

haps has felt the bad efects of it more sensibly, for to the defects thereof, and
want of Powers in Congress may fustly be ascribed the prolongation of the War,
and consequently the Expences occasioned by it. More than half the perplexities |
have experienced in the course of my command, and almost the whole of the
difficulties and distress of the Army, have there origin here....

From George Washington, Letter to Alexander Hamilton, March 31, 1783.

' Thinking

continentally:
George Washington

—
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| find also the pride of independance taking deep and dangerous hold on the

hearts of individual states. | know no danger so dreadful and so probable as that

of internal contests. And | know no remedy so likely to prevent it as the strength-

ening the band that connects us. We have substituted a Congress of deputies
“from every state to perform this task: but we have done nothing which would en-
able them to enforce their decisions. What will be the case? They will not be en-
forced. The states will go to war with each other in defiance of Congress,; one
will call in France to her assistance; another Great Britain, and so we shall have
all the wars of Europe brought to our own doors.... | feel great comfort on the
prospect of getting yourself and two or three others into the legislature. My hum-
ble and earnest prayer to Almighty god will be that you may bring into fashion
principles suited to the form of government we have adopted, and not of that we
have rejected, that you will first lay your shoulders to strengthening the band of
our confederacy and averting those cruel evils to which it's present weakness will
expose us, and that you will see the necessity of doing this instantly before we
forget the advantages of union, or acquire a degree of ill-temper against each
other which will daily increase the obstacles to that good work.

From Thomas Jefferson, Letter to Edmund Randolph, February 15, 1783.

t

Thinking

continentally:
Thomas Jefferson

—~ i -

' We have now happily concluded the great work of independence, but much re-
mains to be done to reach the fruits of it. Our prospects are not flattering. Every
day proves the inefficacy of the present confederation, yet the common danger
being removed, we are receding instead of advancing in a disposition to amend its
defects. The road to popularity in each state is to inspire jealousies of the power
of. Congress, though nothing can be more apparent than that they have no power;
and that for the want of it, the resources of the country during the war could not
be drawn out, and we at this moment experience all the mischiefs of a bankrupt
and ruined credit. It is to be hoped that when prejudice and folly have run them-
selves out of breath we may return to reason and correct our errors.

From Alexander Hamilton, Letter to John Jay, July 25, 1783.

Thinking

continentally:

J

Alexander Hamilton
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