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April 10, 1987

President and Mrs. Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President and Mrs. Reagan:

On Sunday evening, May 3lst, at 6:00 P.M., at Potomac on the
River, the American Foundation for AIDS Research will host a
dinner to help raise the research funds that are so desperately
needed to help stop the "AIDS epidemic" that threatens us all.
Also, during the dinner, U.S. Surgeon General C. Everett Koop
will be honored for his leadership in educating the public on
the AIDS 1issue.

I am writing from my heart to ask if you both would attend the
dinner and 1if you, Mr. President, would give the keynote

speech. I am so pleased that you, Mr. President, have already
spoken out on the issue of AIDS. By continuing to do so, you
will have a great impact on the future well-being of this nation.
Your participation in the dinner would mean a great deal to not
only the American Foundation for AIDS Research, but also to
people, like me, who are critically concerned about the impact

of the ever-growing '"AIDS epidemic.”

The dinner will be underwritten by New York Life Insurance
Company and 1its Chairman of the Board, Mr. Donald K. Ross,

will co-chair the dinner with me. We will be joined by many

other corporate leaders, and members of your Administration and
Congress are expected to attend, including Senators Alan Cranston,
Edward M. Kennedy, and Lowell Weicker; Congressmen Jim Wright,

William S. Green, and Tony Coelho; Dr. Frank E. Young, Commissioner,

Food and Drug Administration; and Dr. James B. Wyngaarden,
Director, National Institutes of Health. Marvin Hamlisch has
offered to entertain.

All proceeds will fund AIDS research. Your support will insure
that it is an enormous financial success. It 1is hard for me to
actually put into words what it would mean to me personally

and to all of us trying to find a cure for this disease if you
both were to accept my invitation.

Because the dinner is the night before the Third International
AIDS Conference convenes in Washington, many guests will come
from across the nation and around the world to attend, including
many members of AmFAR's distinguished Scientific Advisory
Committee.
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AmFAR is solely supported by the private sector and I know
that you in particul , Mr. President, believe in encouraging
private sector support and involvement in helping to meet our
natton*s needs.

—— e e

For you, Mrs. Reagan, the dinner provides a unique opportunity

to focus attention on the growing link between drug abuse and
AIDS. I'm sure you read the April 6th New York Times article

on the problem. Drug abusers who suffer from AIDS are spreading
the disease to increasing nui ers of people with whom they

come in close contact. In the months and years ahead, the AIDS
and drug abuse "battlefields'" may become inextricably intertwined
as drug abuse provides the means for AIDS to spread throughout
the entire population.

So many families already are being touched by AIDS today. We
can only hope and work, through events such as this dinner,

to find a cure for AIDS before many more lives are lost. 1 so
hope you can join us.

It would do so much for us to get rid of the archaic stigma
attached to the disease and to make people realize that it is no
longer a minority disease; it can happen to anyone. It's nobody's
fault and everybody's problem.

With best regards,

. — N
Sincerely, __ ——
. =
(;—E;:2/4r’ : CQL‘L__‘//,~_~
Elizabeth }a&fbr p

National Chairman
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WASHINGTON ‘\\~_”

May 28, 1987

MEMORANDUM FOR RHETT B. DAW

ASSISTANT TO PRESIDENT
FOR OPERATiun>

FROM: ARTHUR B. CULVAHOUSE, JR.
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT C ginal Sj
'Gned by ABC
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: American

Foundation for AIDS Research

Ccunsel's office has reviewed the above-referenced matter and
hzs the following comments:

(1)

The President refers to medical science as the source of
progress and hope in the fight against AIDS. Government he
says, can educate, encourage safe behavior and "test to
determine how widespread the virus is". (p. 2) This last
phrase should be considered in light of any decision the
President reaches regarding mandatory testing at today's DPC

meeting. If, for example, a decisicn is made to support
state laws regquiring AIDS tests as a prerequisite for
marriage licenses on the grounds such laws would help
control the spread of the diseacs n this justification
for testing should probably be ¢ ra*>=2r than the need

to obtain information.

The President reviews the highlic edical progress
against AIDS and emphasizes the s the federa’
government's commitment to fighti isease. He
expresses strong support for effc ove AIDS dru

from the laboratory to the marketplace as quickly as
possible. 1In so doing, he may appear to belittle
regulations which slow that process, referring to crossing
t's and dotting i's. (p. 3) Critics could assert that

such comments demonstrate a lack of understandi. .3 for some
of the serious questions concerning the release of new
drugs.

The President refers to his intention to create a national
commission on AIDS. (p. 4) 1If the Executive Order on the
commission has been signed by the time of the speech this
reference should be updated accordingly.



(4)

(5)

(6)

In reviewing the AIDS-related « iestions that confront our
society, the President s 'sts that AIDS is a disease that
may "bankrupt . . . our neaith care system". (p. 4) This
seems unduly alarmist. The President also refers to
"defending” Americans not infected with the virus. (p. 4)
This phrasing may imply a "we" versus "them" mentality.
Accordingly, I recommend the word "protect" be substituted
for "defend".

The President restates his view that teaching about AIDS or
any aspect of sex education should not be value neutral.

In this regard, he advocates the teaching of self-respect.
The Precident states that "whenever you have self-respect
and mutual respect you don't have drug abuse and sexual
promiscuity -- which of course, are the two major causes of
AIDS". (p. 7) This strikes us as an unintentionally harsh
judgment orf AIDS sufferers. Perhaps the President should
refer to drug abuse and sexual promiscuity as "twoc major
contributors to the spread of AIDS". Also, to the extent
that this section of the remarks argues for morality, it
may seem inconsistent with the President's statement on
pace 5 that Americans should not make moral judgments. (p.
5) It is possible to reconcile the emphasis on morality in
preventing the spread of AIDS with an eschewal of moral
judgments in assisting those who suffer from the disease,

The President states that "if a person has reason to
believe he or she may be a carrier, that person has a moral
duty to be tested for AIDS". (p. 7) Following that
statement 1s a space reserved for a "possible insert". We
assume the insert would relate to any decisions on testing
at today's DPC meeting and should be reviewed by our office
once those decisions are Kknown.

Attachment

ccC:

‘Anthony R. Dolan
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PRESIDENT REAGAN: AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR AIDS RESEARCH
MAY 31, 1987

Dr. Silverman, Elizabeth, Don Ross, award winners,
ladies and gentlemen...you know fundraisers always remind nme
of one of my favorite, most well-worn stories. I've been
telling it for years, so if you've heard it...well, indulge
me.

But the chairman of the local fundraising drive went to
see the richest man in town, who had never given anything--
not a cent.

So he said to the man, "Our records show you've never
contributed anything to our charity."™ And the man said,
"Well, do your records show I have a brother who had an
accident and can't provide for himself? Do your records
show I have an invalid mother? Do your records show I have
a widowed sister with several small children and no father
to support them?"

And the chairman said, "No, our records don't show
that."

And the man said, "Well, I don't give anything to then,
Why should I give anything to you?"

But I do want to thank each of you for giving to the

fight against AIDS. And I want to thank the American



Foundation for AIDS Resea :h and our award recipients for
their contributions as well. I'm ' ipecially pleased a
member of the Administration is one of tonight's recipients.
Dr. Koop is what every Sur, on General should be--an honest
man, a good scientist, and an advocate for the public
health.

And I also want to thank other doctors and researchers
who aren't here tonight. These individuals showed genuine
courage in the early days of the disease when we didn't know
how AIDS was spreading its death. They took personal risks
for medical knowledge and for their patients' well-being.
And that deserves our gratitude and recognition.

I want to talk tonight about the disease that has
brought us all together. The poet W.H. Auden said that the
true men of action in our times are not the politicians and
statesmen, but the scientists. I believe that's especially
true when it comes to the AIDS epidemic.

Those of us in government can educate our citizens
about the dangers; we can encourage safe behavior; we can
test to determine how widespread the virus is; we can do any
number of things. But only medical science can ever truly
defeat AIDS. Medical science is the silver bullet.

We've made remarkable progress already. Over the past
2 years, scientists have collected more information about
AIDS than they've collected during 40 years of research on

polio.
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To think, we didn't even know we had a disease until
June of 1981 when five cases appeared in California. The
AIDS virus itself was discovered in 1984. The blood test
became available in 1985. A treatment drug, AZT, has been
brought to market in record time; others are coming. Work
on a vaccine is now underway in many laboratories.

In addition to all the private and corporate research
underway here at home and around the world, this fiscal year
the Federal Government plans to spend $317 million on AIDS
research and $766 million overall. Next year we intend to
spend 30 percent more on research~-$413 million out of $1
billion overall., Spending on AIDS has been one of the
fastest growing parts of the budget, and, ladies and
gentlemen, it deserves to be.

We're also tearing down the regulatory barriers so as
to move AIDS drugs from the pharmaceutical laboratory to the
marxetplace as quickly as possible. It makes no sense--and,
in fact, it's cruel--to keep the hope of new drugs from
dying patients. And I don't blame those who were out
marching and protesting to get the AIDS drugs released
before the t's were crossed and the i's were dotted. If I
had AIDS, I'd feel the same frustration.

Now, although science is capable of breathtaking
advances; it's not capable of miracles. Because of AIDS'
long incubation period, it will takes years to know if a

vaccine works. These tests require time, and this is a
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problem money cannot overcome. We will not have a vaccine
on the market until the mid to late 1990's at best.

Since we don't have a cure to the disease and we don't
have a vaccine against it, the question is how do we deal
with it in the meantime? How do we protect the citizens of
this nation? And where do we start?

For one thing, it is absolutely essential that the
American people understand the nature and the extent of the
AIDS problem. And it's important that federal and state
government do the same.

I recently announced my intention to create a national
commission on AIDS, because of the consequences of this
disease on our society. We need some comprehensive answers.
How do we deal with a disease that may swamp--perhaps even

protect
bankrupt--our health care system? What can we do to defend-
Americans not infected with the virus? How can we best care
for those who are 111 and dying? The commission will help
crystallize America's best ideas on how to deal with the
AIDS crisis.

We know some things already--the cold statistics. But
I'm not going to read you gruesome facts on how many
thousands have died or most certainly will die. I'm not
going to break down the numbers of young men, intravenous
drug users or infants we've lost. I'm not belaboring these
things, because I don't want Americans to think AIDS simply

affects only certain groups. AIDS affects all of us.



What our citizens m 't ow is this: America faces a
di ase that is fatal and sprea 'ng. This calls for
urgency, not panic. It calls for coi 'a :iion, not blame.
And it calls for underst ding, not ignorance.

It's also important that America not judge those who
have the disease but care for them with dignity and
kindness. Passing moral judgments is up to God; our part is
to ease the suffering and to find a cure. This is a battle
against disease, not against our fellow Americans.

We mustn't allow those with the AIDS virus to suffer
discrimination. I agree with Secretary of Education
Bennett--we must firmly oppose all forms of discrimination
against those who have AIDS, whether in housing, education
or jobs. We must prevent the persecution, though ignorance
or malice, of our fellow citizens.

As dangerous and deadly as AIDS is, many of the fears
surrounding it are unfounded. These fears are based on
ignorance. I was told of a newspaper photo of a baby in a
hospital crib with a sign that said, "AIDS--Do Not Touch."
Fortunately, that photo was taken several years ago and we
now know there's no basis for this kind of fear.

But similar incidents are still happening elsewhere in
this country. I read of one man with AIDS who returned to
work to find anonymous notes on his desk with such messages
as, "Don't use our water fountains."”

I was told of a situation in Florida where three young

brothers--ages 10, 9, and 7--were all h | j)hiliacs carrying
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the AIDS virus. The pastor asked the entire family not to
come back to their church. Ladies and gentlemen, this is
old-fashioned fear.

The Public Health Service has stated that there's no
medical reason for barring a person with the virus from any
routine school or work activity. There's no reason for
those who carry the AIDS virus to wear a scarlet A.

AIDS is not a casually contagious disease. You don't
get it from telephones or swimming pools or drinking
fountains. You don't get it from someone shaking your hand
or preparing your food. And most important, you don't get
AIDS by donating blood.

Education is critical to clearing up the fears.
Education is also crucial to stopping the transmission of
the disease. Since we don't yet have a cure or a vaccine,
the only thing that can halt the spread of AIDS right now is
a change in the behavior of those Americans who are at risk.

As I've said before, the federal role is to provide
scientific, factual information. Corporations can help get
the information out, so can community and religious groups.
And, of course, so can the schools with guidance from the
parents. How the schools present the information is up to
them. Yet I can't help but mention this--t%e teaching ef abow
AIDS, or any aspect of sex education for that matter, should
not be value neutral.

You know a dean of St. Paul's Cathedral in London once

said, "The aim of education is the knowledge not of facts,
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but of values." And that's not too far off. Education is
knowing how to adapt, to grow, to understand ourselves and
the world around us. And values are how we guide ourselves
through the decisio ' of life. How we behave sexually is
one of those decisions.

As Surgeon General Koop has pointed out, if children
are taught their own worth, we can expect them to treat
themselves and others with greater respect. And wherever
you have self-respect and mutual respect you don't have drug
abuse and sexual promiscuity--which, of course, are the two
major causes of AIDS. And I know Nancy firmly believes fronm
her work that self-esteem is the best defense against drug
abuse.

Now, we know there will be those who will go rightr
ahead--so, yes, after there is a moral base, then you can
discuss preventatives and other specific measures.

And there's another aspect of teaching values that
needs to be mentioned here. As individuals, we have a moral
obligation not to endanger others--and that can mean
endangering others with a gun, with a car, or with a virus.
If a person has reason to belleve he or she may be a
carrier, that person has a moral duty to be tested for AIDS.
Human decency requires it. And the reason is very simple--
innocent people are being infected by this virus and some of

them are going to acquire AIDS and die.

(POSSIBLE INSERT)



You know it's been said that when the night is darkest
we see the stars. And there have been some shining moments
throughout this horrible AIDS epidemic. I'm talking about
all those volunteers across the country who've ministered to
the sick and the helpless.

For example, last year about 450 volunteers from the
Shanti Project provided 110,000 hours of emotional and
practical support for 80 percent of San Francisco's AIDS
patients. That kind of compassion has been duplicated all
over the country, and it symbolizes the best tradition of
caring. And I encourage Americans to follow that example
and volunteer to help their fellow citizens with AIDS.

And in closing, let me read to you something I saw in
the paper that also embodies the American spirit. It's
something that a young man with AIDS recently said. He
said, "While I do accept death, I think the fight for life
is important, and I'm going to fight the disease with every
breath I have."

And, ladies and gentlemen, so must we.
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A more detailed outline of briefings and participants
(tentative) is attached.

n addition, individual sessions will take place throughout
each day, with several papers being delivered at each.
These will be covered through pooling arrangements, and any
one of them may also provide newsworthy material.

In addition to biomedical panels, the conference will also
include panels and round-table discussions on inforamtion-
education and on legal, social and ethical issues.

Also attached, FYIl, are guidelines for press covering the
conference.

HHS Press Office
245-6343

cc: Rusty Brashear



























































































































































