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UNCLASSIFIED

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT

TRANSHITTAL FORM 8900026

S/8

Date January 23, 1989

FOR:
rxecutive Secretary
National Security Council
The White House

REFERENCE :

To President Ronald Reagan

Mr. Howard P. Tanger
From:

December 22, 1988
Date:

] Pan Am 103
Subject: Mr. Tanger expresses outrage at the

bombing and suggests apgrogriate action be taken
against terrorists involved.

WH Referral Dated: January 3, 1989
NSC ID# (if any): 608167

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State.

ACTION TAKEN:

A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.

A translation is attached.

X An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.

Other (see remarks).

REMARKS :

Directo

d ;Secretar iatf/Staff
UNCLASSIFIED




United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

= January 19, 1989

Dear Mr. Tanger:

Thank you for your telegram to the President regarding
PAN AM 103. The President asked me to respond on his behalf
in view of our office's lead role in coordinating our
counter-terrorism efforts overseas,

We share your outrage at the deliberate, vicious bombing
of PAN AM 103 and would like to assure you that an all-out
effort is being made to identify and track down the
culprits. The FBI is working with the British authorities
and security forces from West Germany and other countries
also are also involved in the investigation. Large numbers
of investigators are searching for clues to determine the
kind of explosive device used and how it was placed on board
the plane.

We are working on the case from other directions. That
includes mobilizing our intelligence resources. It will
take time to find the perpetrators of this atrocious attack,
but we are confident that we will. I should caution you
that the various recent press articles on who may have
committed the bombing are speculative., The investigators
have reached no conclusions on who may have been
responsible, and we still cannot rule out the possibility
that the bombing may have been a criminal act. We must
first determine who was responsible for the act before
deciding on our response.

Let me assure you that tracking down those responsible
for PAN AM 103 has our highest priority.

1ncerely,

Alv1n P. Ada (S
Deputy
Office of the Ambassador-at-Large
for Counter-Terrorism

Mr. Howard P. Tanger,
President,
Marlin Broadcasting,
32 Fairfield Street,
Boston, Massachusetts.



T HE WHTITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

£

JANUAR
TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
APPROPRIATE ACTION

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: 608167

MEDIA: TELEGRAM, DATED DECEMBER 22, 1988

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN
FROM: MR. HOWARD P. TANGER
PRESIDENT

MARLIN BROADCASTING
32 FAIRFIELD STREET
BOSTON MA 02116

SUBJECT: WRITES REGARDING THE "BOMBING" OF PAN-AM
FLIGHT 103 AND CALLS UPON THE PRESIDENT TO
TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION AGAINST TERRORISTS
INVOLVED

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE












