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~EMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

REAGAK - GORBACHEV MEETINGS IN GENEVA 
November , 1985 

Mr s. Reaaan's Tea f o r Mrs. Gorbacheva 

DAT E: 

TIME: 

PLACE : 

PARTI CIPANTS: 

November 19, 1985 

3:34 P.M . - 4 : 30 P.M. 

Maison de Saussure, 
Geneva, Switzerland 

United Sta te s 

Mrs . Nancy Re agan 
~rs . E . Arensburger , Interpreter 

Union of Soviet Social ist Republics 

Mrs . Raisa Gorbacheva 
Scviet Interprete r 

~ * * * * * * * * * * 

~~rs . Gorbache a commented on the la rge number of pho togra ­
phe rs a nd reporters and said there were far fewer in the Soviet 
Union . 

Over tea, Mrs. Gorbacheva began by describing the be auties 
of her country and invited Mrs. Reagan to come and visit it . 
Mrs . Reagan replied that she would be pleased to come, but Mrs. 
Gorbacheva had just mentioned Siberia, and that is one place 
!J,rs . Reaga.n would not 1 ike to go; it is too cold. 

Mrs . Reagan extended an invitation to Mrs . Go rbacheva to 
come and visit the United States and said she would prefer a 
warm time for both visits. 

C:-CN FIDEN l lAL 
Declassify : OADR f q ~ .-0~1 =H '13 -
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The ladies then discussed the weathe~ in Geneva , Moscow and 
Kashington; a~d jet lag, ~h ich apparently af~ectet therr more 
than i t did their husbands . 

A remart about the bouquets in the room led to a discussion 
of flowers. Mrs. Gorbacheva 1 s favorite flowers , s he said, a re 
r oses . Afte r those, s he prefers wild flo~ers . Mrs . Reagan 
spoke of the beauties of wild flowe rs at their ranch in Cali ­
fornia . 

Both ladies expressed their hope that this meeting in Ge neva 
would lead to greater understanding between their two countries, 
and eventually to peace in the world for this and futur e gen­
erations. 

Prepared by: 
E . Arensburger 
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MEMORANDU~ OF CONVERSAT ION 

rEAGA~ -GORBACHEV MEETINGS IN GENEVA 
rove ber, 1 985 

Di nner Ho st ed b v the Go rbachev s 

DATE: 

TIME: 

PLACE: 

PARTICIPANT S: 

No vember 19, ~9 85 

8:00 P.M. - 10:30 P.M . 

Villa at Soviet Mission, 
Ge neva , Switzerland 

United Sta t es 

Presi de nt Recgon 
Mrs. Rea g a n 
Sec r e tary of State George Shu l tz 
Ch ief of Staf f Donal d Re g an 
Robert C. Mc f a~l~ne, As si s tan t to the President f or National 

~ecuri t y 
1'.rr,ba f" s a c r :: l ·.~ ~h ur Ha r trr, a r. 
~ rs. E. Arensbur9e r, I n te r preter 
Will ian Ho pk i n s, Int e rpretPr 

Unio~ of Sovie t Socialist Republ ics 

General Sec r eter~' Go rbache v 
Mrs. Go rbach ev2 
Foreign Mi u ~ste r Eduard Shevardna dze 
First Deputy Fo reign Minister Georgy Korniyenko 
Ambassador Anatcly Dobrynin 
AmbaE"s a dor Andrei M. Aleksandrov -Agentov 
Mr. P . Palazhchenko, Interpreter 

* * * * * * 

At the beginning of the d i nner, General Secretary Gorbachev 
announced t hat he had invited President Reagan to come to the 

~ET/SENS Tmi vE 
Declassify: OADR 

y 
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f.ovj__e": Unicr <- :·.c.. FresioE::-;: LP ac_::a r ~E:... F.: :-ce nc.ec 2r. in, · i toti o r t c 
Go~badic-='·· o c0rr'? t.G ~r.E: c . s . .z. . . F,c th hac acr:eptec, bu:. n o cefi -
nite :.ime ~aF s e t. At that point the ladies announced that 
they , too , had extende6 an invitation to each o t her to come to 
their res~ective countries . There ~as much jok i ng to the e ffect 
that ~rs . Reaca~ could come a]one if Pre s ident Reagan could not 
make it . 

When the caviar wa s served, President Reagan spok e of stur ­
geon in the Sacramento River and Gorbache v t old Mr s. Reagan of 
the building of hydroelectric darns on the Volga, which had deci­
mated much of the beluga in the Caspian Sea. They had made some 
mi stakes , he said, but now they were rectified and the fish were 
thriving. 

Mrs. Reaga n asked Gorbachev about tour i sm in the Soviet Un­
ion, and he told her at length about the Soviet tourist 
i ndustry, how it was bein g built up and e xpanded, and at the end 
joked about the fact that tourism not only builds international 
understa nding, but brings fore ign currency into the Soviet 
Union . 

hddre ssing him s elf to Mrs. Re agan a nd Mr . McFarlane, Go rba­
che \' s~oke of Russian histo r y , about t he fact th at Russia had 
actec as a buffer zone fo r Europe t hroughout the centu ries. 
Rus s ia itself ~as invaded by the Mongols of Central Asia and 
the r efore, he said, "Scratch a Russian an d find a Tartar." Be­
cause Rus~ia had been Europe's buf=er , he said, it had fallen 
beh i nd . It had experienced many invasions, from the Mongols to 
Kapoleon, not t o mention two world wars. Neverthele8s , Russ ia 
has always been able to recuperate from her wounds a nd build up 
he r s trenath . 

Du ~ ing t he course of the d inner , perhaps to e ncouraoe his 
~uests' appet~te, Gorbachev quoted the Russi an 8cientis t Tirnir ­
y azev, who said tha~ =ood was the close st man could come to co~­
munino with nature . 

Mr s. Gorbachev said that Americar: p laywrights were very pop­
ular in t he Soviet Union, espec ia 11:' Tennessee Wi 11 iams and 
Albee. Th e Gorbachevs had recentl y seen a Moscow production of 
Who's Afra i d of Virginia Wolf? and argued at the table about who 
had given the better portrayal -- Elizabeth Taylor or the Rus­
sian actress. 

Mrs. Reagan asked about the So\'iPt film industry and was 
told by Gorbach ev and Korniyenko about the many fi lm studios in 
various part s of the country. Three of th e largest are in Mos­
cow. 

-&BeRt:T/ St NSITfVE 



~rE . Reaa2n askeC about druc abLss ir th ~ Sc ·iet Ur20~ anc 
~as to:d t ha t t he drug problem ~a s vEry sma:: ir t he Sov~et 
D~ion . Gorbachev ~hen tol~ her that his anti-alcoho~isrn cam­
paign ~as a huge su c cess and en joyed grea t g:c as E- roots support . 
Coffee s hopc and ice cream parlors 2re be coming_ ro: itable ver. ­
tures bec2u se people appear to be er. joying t hero mo re than hard 
liquor. He said that he had thought at the beg ~nnin3 of the 
campaign that moonsh ine production would in c rease, however, the y 
f o und that since the beginning of the campaign the consumption 
of sugar has actual ly gone down. He explained that large 
amounts of sugar were used in distilling a home brew. 
Apparently, such activity was not being indulged in. 

Mrs . Reagan and Gorbachev spoke of their respective families 
and Gorbachev said it was his belief that the family was the 
f oundation of society . He felt that there was a risk now of 
that foundation eroding. Too many people were living together 
without benefit of marriage , and there were too many single­
parent families, especially among European Russians. This was 
not the case in Central Asia, he said, where the average family 
had 5-6 children and two a nd even three generation s aJJ live 
together in one house. He said that he meant to s pe ak abou t 
family values at the next Par ty Congress. 

I MPROMPTU TOASTS 

Ge neral Secretar· Gorbachev's Remarks 

Genera l Secre ta r y Go rbachev rose and rema rk ed that he was 
happ_· to have eve:cyone he r e together, and t here would certainl y 
be no s peeche s at this dinner. However, he said he wanted at 
thi s table th i s evening, where suet a 900d atmosphere reigned, 
to welcome the Pre s ident and Mrs. Reagan . (Mrs . Reaga~ r emarke~ 
to the Soviet in te~preter that the Gene:ca~ Secretar • hac 
referred to her as ~Nan c v .") He welcorre~ Pre si6ent-Reaoa n and 
h is Ameri can c olleagues to the Sovie t Mission, on this ;;litt le 
bi t of the Soviet Union . " 

He said that everyone present knew the reason why they were 
i n Geneva . Yet , he said the fact that . they had relaxed a little 
bit at this dinner did not mean that they would neglect the 
reasons why they had come here. He added that his purpose in 
rising to speak was not to bring ·up the seriousness of the 
re a sons why they were in Geneva . He said that first, he simply 
wanted to greet his guests very cordially . 

SECRET/SENSI 'f"I VE 



hE.. sci.,.:, th at sDc c..~:in q ir. hurr,2..r. te:::-:r.:s, hE- \-2.s :iappv to get 
a.cquai nt~d with hi~ guesfs and he e xpressed the hop~-iha~ it 
vioul d be pos s ible t o achie ve the kin~ o:£ unde r standinc and 
spirit in- whi c h i t would be possible t o discuss " people" 
problerrs . 

He no ted t hat one da y o f the meetings h a~ pa ssed , and on l y 
one d a y was le ft . He said he wanted t o recall a li n e f rom the 
Bible t o e xpre s s t he Sov i e t side' s desire as to how the meetings 
s hould go . Th e Biblical q uotat i or. w2.s t o t he e ffe c t that t here 
is a time to t hrow s tones, and t he r e is a t ime t o ga t he r t hem; 
now is the time to gather stones wh ich have been c a st in the 
past. The seven ye a rs in which t he re were no meetings between 
the Presidents of the United States a nd the General Secretaries 
of the Soviet Union were filled with c onsiderable changes in the 
wo rld . It would be possible to 
describe and explain what happened in the world during that time 
and much could be said by way of explanation . More important 
than that, however, is the lesson of those times , namely, that 
t he President and the General Secr e t ary must meet and talk about 
where the two count ries are, and how they view each o t her, and 
how the two c ountr i e s in t end to bui l d thei r re }a t ion s in t h i s 
ma n y -faceted wo r l d o f ou rs. He s a id t hat the c urren t oa_ 1 was 
~aning an d i n a positive atmosphere a t that . He r oted that the 
~a rt i c ipan ts had la i d ou t t heir positions on a broad range of 
problems of c oncern t o t he US SR a nd t he D.S. a nd t o a: 1 of t h e 
na ti on s of the world . He said he had noticed the word 
"re s pon sibil ity " used fr equently in relaUon to this meeting . 
He s a id bo t h t h e Pr e s iden t a nd h e understood t hat the frequen L 
use of that word in itself emphasi zed the responeibility t he y 
bore a s wor ld le a ders . 

He cont i nued that a s :ar 22 the future is c once~neo , it c an 
be bui l t, if it i s bui lt by the two countrie s togethe r. Tha t 
c cn be done despite a l l of t h e countries' differe~ce s and the 
depth o~ those diffe r ence s -- that ha~· ee n vi s ible even i n the 
di s c u ss i ons held toda,· -- because Lh e pr ocess of moving t o~ard 
each other th r o ugh this method o f me e Lin g s had begu n , a n d it was 
n e cessary t o c on tinue the pro c e ss of movin g forwa rd . 

He said that it was true that one c a rtoonist had sent him a 
cartoon which showed him and President Reagan standing on the 
two sides of the aby ss. On one side was President Reagan and on 
the other side was Go rbachev . Reagan calls to Gorbachev across 
the aby ss "Gorby, I am prepared to go my part of the wa y , 11 and 
"Gorby " sa y s to Reag~n, "Come ahead. 11 Jok i ng aside, he said, if 
the two lea d e rs go their pa rt o: the way together, t he y will not 
end up in the aby ss finally, but rather with a hi gher degree of 
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u .. de r sta~c.:..nc acid tn:s t. tLa t v.- il l b~ the ba si~ o : t he long-te r m 
out look o ~ l.- . E..-S ov i e t r ela t ions. 

He c ontinuea tha ~ there are certain questions without who s e 
e xaminati on it would be difficult to leave Geneva, and he 
recalled t he Nobel prize winner's letter saying that he and the 
President should stay in Geneva as long as ne c essary to resolve 
the ouestions of war and peace. (He said he thought at that 
rate-thev would be there unt i l Chr istmas .) He added that, 
seriousl~-, the r e were p roblems which would require thinkin g and 
an overall approach . !f tho se questions are not addressed, it 
will be difficult to go on, and there will be more accusations 
and recrimination. It is evident that the people of the world 
are sick and tired of the mutual accusations and recriminations 
the U.S. and the USSR addressed at each other. 

He said that he could not say for sure that the sides would 
reach agreeme nt in the course of the current meetings, even if 
they worked all night. (He jokingly suggested that all the 
others ought to work all night.) He suggested that, jokes 
aside , he and the President should nevertheless continue to work 
to accomplish the neces sary goals. 

He sai d he ~·shed to raise a t oa st to the President, to 
~ancy Rea gan, and to the U.S. people, whom the Soviet people 
~e gard s o highly; he wished to drink to the success of the 
current t al ks , to an i mp r o vement in U.S.-Soviet re lations , and 
to the resolution of outstanding problems between the s ides . 

Pre s iasn t Re c aan's Response 

In respc ~se to Ge~er a~ Se c r e ~ary Gorbachev's remarks, 
Presi de~t Reaoar. said that the l \Jnerica~ delegation wa s pleased 
to be he r e in Geneva on this missi o r. . 

Ee sa id tha t whil e t he Gener a l Secretary ~a s speaking, he 
had bee n thinkin q o: various prob l ems being discussed at the 
talks . He said that previous to the General Secretary 'e 
remarks, he had been telling Foreign Minister Shevardnadze {who 
was sEated to the President's right) th a t if the people of the 
worl d were to find out that there was some alien life form that 
was going to attack the Earth approaching on Halley's Comet, 
then that kn owledge would unite all the peoples of the world. 

Further, the President observed that General Secretary 
Gorba chev had cited a Biblica l quotation, and the President, 
also all uding to the Bible , pointed out that Acts 16 refers to 

£-~IVE 
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the fc_c:: that "v'E are all cf or.E: bj_ooc re s_;crdless of wr.e:::-e v.-E: 

live on the EartL," o _c W'? s houlc never fors:iet t ho-c . 

The Preside nt auoted Th e odo re Roo sevelt to the effect t hat 
the true goal o: nat ion s is pe ace with sel f respect. Theodor e 
Roosevelt loved his people as the c urrent U.S. President a n d 
General Secretary love t he i rs, and Roosevelt believed in peace 
and security for his people, although some of his detractors 
wou ld c on strue that to mean that there was s omething 
militaristi c in his attitude. Yet despite some such negative 
2ttitudes about him, he had been the first person to win the 
Nobel Prize for peace, and that was specifically for his efforts 
devoted to ending the Russo-Japanese War. 

The President pointed out that there was something else 
significant about this particular time and this particular 
occasion. It was exactly 43 years ago on this date that the 
Soviet Army had begin the counterattack at Stalingrad which had 
actually turned the war around . The President suggested that 
this 43rd anniversary of that event could also be the beginning 
of yet another turning point for all mankind -- one that would 
make it possible to have a world of peace and freedom. 

The President raised his glass to the General Secretary and 
Mrs. Go r bachev, to the Soviet people, to peace, freedom, to our 
great nations, and to the peoples of the world -- that they ma y 
have a world of peace and freedom. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

Gorbache v Fami l \' 

The Gcrbachevs have been married one year lonae r than the 
Reagans. Their daughter, a doctor , wrote her thesis in medical 
school or. the ef:~cts o f alco hol on the huma~ system. Their 
son - in - 12~ is a surgeon . Their daughter , son-in-la~ and grand­
daughter live with therr . Gorbachev said that he was a man of 
conservative values when it came to keeping the family togethe r . 
Their gra nd daughter, who will be s ix in January, knows all of 
the world leaders, he said. She watches the news broadcasts and 
periodically asks where Mrs . Thatcher is going now. Mrs . Gorba­
chev added that the granddaughter watches two TV programs: 
"Good Night, Children " and "Vremya," a news broadcast. 

Go rbachev said that he and Mrs . Gorbachev had taken two, 
apparently private, vacations to Italy and France. They toured 
each c ountry by car for 21 days. 



C,orhachE-,. t.olC::. J< :·E . Rea gar: 2.bot.:': c \·ocati or. tc ::he Crime 2 
tr,2- ~rs . Gortcc-J-.ev ,c. c t.aker. wit he:- 0ra .. dcaug· ter . The · riE ­

itec. ~he oalace c~ ar. anc ient khar., where they learned that the 
kha.1 hac. 2 00 wi ves . Upon her return to Moscov.· , the 
~randccugr.t er asked Gorbachev why the khan had 200 wive s and he 
or!· y .1ac one . Gorbache rep lied tha t the khan did not have a 
sing _e ph ilosopher among his wives, and he did not kno~ what t o 
60 with the s inole one he had. 

s-ECRET/ SENSCTIVE 

Prepared by : 
Eugenia Arensburger and 
William Hopkins, 
Department of State 
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MEMC?,Al'W UM OF CONVER~J.l, 'T J O.-

REAGJ~r; - GORBACHE\i MEET _NC- ~ IN GENEVA 
No ver:1be r, 1 98 5 

Th ird Ple~arv Me e ting 

DATE : 

TIME : 

PLACE: 

PARTI CIPANTS: 

Novembe r 20, 1985 

11:30 A.M . - 12:40 P.M. 

Soviet Mission, 
Geneva, Switzerland 

United States 

Pr esident Ronald Re agan 
Geo rge Shultz, Se c reta ry of State 
Dona ld T. RE: ga n, Chie f of Staff, 'Wh i te Ho use 
Roi:,e rt C. 1✓.c fc=r .. 2-ne , Assistant to the Pres i den t fo r Ka t i o n a l 

Secu rity Affairs 
A:::-'_hu r Har trr.2- r. , .Z...rr,ba ssador to the USS R 
Fo7a~ ne Rid g~aj, As sistant Secretary o~ State for Eur o pean and 

Cc.r, a ian Affairs 
raul H. Ki tz e , ~~e cial Ad visor to the Fre siden t an~ Secretary of 

Sta te on Arms Con tro~ Mat t ers 
~c.ck F . Mat loc ~, ~r ., Special Ass i stant to the Presi dent for 

Kario~ al Security Affairs 
Ma rk Par r if, Di rec tor , Office of Soviet Union Affairs, Department 

of State 
Di ~it ~i Zarech~ak , Interpret e r 

Un ion of Soviet Socialist Republics 

General Se- retarv Mikhail Gorbach e v 
Ed u a r d She v ardn adze , Minister o f Foreign Affairs 
Georgy M. Korniy e nk o, First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
hnatoly F . Dobry Din, AIPbassador to the United States 
Aleksandr Yakovlev, Chief, Propaganda Depar tment, Central 

Committee, CPSU 
Leo nid M. Za myati n, Chief, I nte r national Info rmat ion Department, 

Ce n tral Committee, CPSU 
Andrey M. Aleks~~6rov-Agentov, Assistant to General Secretary 

Go r bachev 
Sergey P. Tarasenko , Assistant to Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Y1.i. r_ 1 D. Us p e n s k y , I n terpreter 

~ rp I C:F}' C: J'PI \ 7E 
Decla s si fy: OADR 
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After the press had been usher e d out o~ the meeting roe, 
Gcrbachev i nvited President Reagar 0 lead of~ . 

The President noted that he wishec tc add ress a number of 
items wh ich there had n o t been ~ime ~or the previou s day. He 
would open witr, a few wo rd:= on the Geneva arms control negotia­
tions. 

The President observed that our peoples were particularly 
con c erned by nuclear missiles , which, if the button were pushed, 
could kill millions in a matter of minutes. It was important to 
show our people that we were con cerned . 

We had therefo re shaped our proposal on strategic offensive 
systems so as to achieve deep reductions, focu sing in particular 
on what we think are destabilizing weapons. Our proposaJs dealt 
with a number of delivery systems: I CBMs, SLBMs, etc. It built 
upon the fifty r,ercent reduct ion concept conta:.r!ed in the Soviet 
c ounterproposa_ , It also incorporated red uction s to ~,500 
bal _isti c missil~ ~arheads an d a limit o~ ALC~s of ! ,5 00; the 
ovPr2 1 sum ~ould be the 6,000 figu re tha~ t he S viet~ had 
propose d . 

The V. S . had tc i~sis~, h o~eve=, that t ~e reduction s be 
applied to the p:o per catego =ies of sys~ em s . ~e c ould not agree 
tc the Soviet 's proposed definition of " s~ r are9ic del iver_• 
svste~s" o r any definitio~ t~a~ i~cludef v:t~ i ~ a 
cein -mor: lirr,it a ca te~or _' 0 ~ deJ iYery s~ ~-;: P r":" or. the le: siae v,hile 
e~cltdinc jt c~ ~he So Yi e ~ ~j de . Th ~ two si6e s, o f course, haf a 
_ong negc,-;::.=,tinq r . .ist c ry ur this : ;:- r~;e , sc t ' E: Fresident \,wuld 
not. r epea t the C.S. r~t io~ale , b~~ r~~he r r~Etate its insistence 
c~ •he definitio~ agre ef ~ ~0~ i~ p a st strate9ic cffersive 2rrrs 
ag -:: ements as tc the categ(, ::-ies o: systerr:s to bE- inc~uded in 
_ irrits or. st.rategic o:::E'-I si 'e 2rrr,s . 

The ag greoate result of the r educt ions a nc limits we propose d 
for s tra tegic -offensive arms would be a more stable world-in ­
which the number of these arms would be radically reduced to 
comparabl e levels on both sioes, the threat to the retaliatorv 
c~~abilities of each side would be significantly diminished, ~nd 
the prospect s of verificatio~ would be enhanced. The President 
stressed that verification was vital if we were to reduce s uspi ­
ci on between our two governments. 

I~ the area of intermediate-range nucle a~ arms, the U.S . 
p roposal built, in part, o n Soviet ideas. The U.S. was prepared 
to cap US LRINF missiles in Europe at the level d e ployed as o f 
December 31, 1985, in returr. fo= your agreeThen t to reduce your 
LRINF missile launchers within r aDge of NATO Europe to the s ame 
launche r rumber . The C.S. ~ould be prepared to discuss with the 
GSSR the exact mix of these systems . The U.S. proposal incluoed 
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::.-::- c·..:::-:- :i o,. E _,. -+::;-,e r, 0r'.".rer c•:- SS-2 C lour,cher~ located ir. h.sia 2nc 
c~~ s icie r~~ce o ~ NATO Eu r ope . The er,6 res ult , the Presiden~ 
stressec 1n concl uF ion , wo uld be that both sid e s would be li i ted 
t c a~ equal glcbal LRINF missile warh e ad number. 

Before movin g cntc other issues, the President offered 
Gorbachev a chanc e t o respond . 

Gorbachev indicated that he did, in fact, have a few 
c0IT1n,ents. Th e Soviets had carefully assessed the U.S . NST 
propo sa~. They we!comed the U.S. agreement to accept 5 0 percent 
reductions in nuclear strategic arsenals . It was of fundamental 
importance to note any basis for moving ahead in the search for 
mutually acceptable proposals which could be components of 
possible agreements. 

But Gorbachev also had some critical observations to mak e 
regarding practically all the elements of the Soviet proposal. 
He did not wish to dramatize this . He believed that this 
approach c o incided with the President's own in welcoming the 
basic thru st o~ Soviet proposals for radical reductions, while 
not velcc~irg othe r eleffierts . Bo th sides now had proposals on 

~h ere was pJen t • to work with . 

Reiter~ting t hat he di d not want to d=arnatize differences in 
th~ ~we si6es' approach , Go=h~chev ~tressed that the Soviet 
:..;nion ;::rui._· des ir e c 2 s<::rious S':'-crch for mutu2lly acceptable 
prcpcsa!s . He stressee that the S vie t Li~ion ~as n o t proposing 
ele;-ents v:tich wou ld be unacceptable to the U.S . , which could 
:-ieo;crc::.ze ·.s . f" 0 ctnlt\·, s.::..r:c- 1:: U·,i!':= wou:d rr2l-:e it iJTipossible tc 
::-2ach aqreE.nE-r. ts ir. the fu-: ·:r-e . f.'J": :-hP Sovie -r.s expf-cted the 
8affie t::-E~;:: e ! t ~r orr t je lrited Sta~~c . I~ the C.S. ad v anced 
p:copcs2J.E ·hie:: s:,~9 ht tc, ur,de rrrt:n":' So -iet se:,curity, it would 
ffiake ac_Es~er.t irnpc·ssible and c o~~ icate future work in this 
c:. re 2.. 

~~er~ we r e e: men ts in the G.S. proposal , however, whic 
c learlj departef ~rorn the January 1985 U.S.-Soviet understanding 
on th e g0a ls and sub jects of the Geneva talks . On the one hand, 
the President anc his colleagues asserted that the U.S. had not 
departed from t his understanding, that the U.S. was in favor of 
radica_ reduction s in defensive nuclear weapons and in favor of 
prev enting an arms race in space. 

The Preside nt's Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI} was 
regardFd b _· the l . S. as consistent with the J a nuary understanding. 
This was 2.. "reve l2t i o r:" to the Soviets . Ne matter under what 
~lag the U. S. c hose to cover it , SDI amo~ . ted to placing weapons 
in space, to spre a ~ing the arms race to spece . This view devalued 
the rem2ining elemer.ts of the t 1 .S. prop0s2ls . What purpose could 
be served by radi ca : reduction s i ~ the V.S. contemplated deploying 
weapcns in spacF - - with all the at tencia rt c o nseouences . 



Kher. ::: .~ S::w:..e:.2 1-,aa proposed ttc.:. the i::wo sides acree tc 
close the ooc ::- tc oeclo·.1men t.s of wE-anor. ~ ir. soace, it was c o::. s:i2-
tent with bo:.~ the C~S.-and USSR 1 s s~curity i~terests . Gorbachev 
noted that the c .s. had c~aimed the Soviet Union ½2S ahead i~ 
scientific research on space questions ; i: so, the L.S. should 
want to stop the process now . As the C. S. did not , Soviet 
superiority in space research did not appear to be the problem. 

Gorbachev felt he had to sav that he di~ not kno½ what lay at 
the bottom of the U.S. position . How the U.S. had come to its 
position was not important to him, however . What was important 
to h im was the position itself. Gorbachev was concerned that the 
position was fed by an illusion that the U.S. was ahead in the 
technology and information transfer systems on which space 
systems would be based , and that a possibility therefore existed 
to obtain military superiority over the USSR . The U.S. might 
even consider it possible to obtain a first-strike capability , 
o r, under certain circumstances , to launch a first strike . The 
Soviet Union needed to consider worst cases in de\eloping its 
po licies. 

Gcrbachev told the President that he had recentlv observe~ to 
a So,·iet scientis~ that he could see no reason whv the Preside~t 
should be commi tteo to SDI. Go r bachev had wor,dereo. wh\· the 
President could have any interest in injectinq a ne½ element o: 
instability into the relati onsh ip, in fur+her exacerbating 
U. S. - Soviet r~:ations . The scientist had said that she had do~e 
researcr. into the matter and fou nd the exp_anation: SDI would 
produce =rorr 600 billion to a tri_ii on do_ J~rs in ne~ militar , 
expencitures . That ~as the r eason . 

~itf m~u~ - 1n g ur~ency, Gorbachev said he wust return again c o 
the probier. c,: SD:, even at the risk o= injecting some tension 
into the 61s~u ~2ion. He did not want to do this . But he could 
~0- igncrc the :..ropo=tan ce of the prob lem . Gorbachev expre~~ec 
reg re:. L-L ,-;: t :-;e t' . ~. appeared aetermined t o depart £ rom the 
January ag reement on stopping the arms ra ce on earth and prevent­
ing it i~ space . If the U.S. departed frorr that road, Gorbachev 
did not knov when it would be possible for the two countries to 
meet on it aaain . Everything at the Geneva NST talks would come 
to a halt. For its pa rt, the So~ie t Union remained committed to 
the goals of the Janua ry understanding, and was prepared to do 
everything possible to achieve them. 

The President stated that the sc ientist Gorba chev had re­
ferred to was dealing with a fantasv . She reminded the President 
of the scientists who had told President Eisenhower that ICBMs 
would never wo rk . 
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or a plar! £ :::., .: cc:-- ~u ,~ti .c; c. Fe:::- 1r. s~ac": . It v.as a , F"=:'fo rt t: C 
find 2. rncrE c1 1 i_::zec means o :' 01:c-::e!·!" ng wa!'" t h e n re li2nce on 
thous5nds o:: nuc]ear ~issiles which, .:.~ used, wou_d k ill milliors 
on both sld E: s. 1· e._·e:::- De ::ore i n h.:.st0~y had the possibility 
existed o f a war whi ct would bring abc ut the end of civilization . 

Even if the twc ~ide s reduced o~fen sive arms by 5 0 percent, 
therE would sti ll be too many ·,,;eaoo.r.s . The U.S. did not see in 
SDI a means of obtaining militar_' advantage over the Soviet 
Union. The benefits of SDI research would be for the USSR a s 
well as the U.S. If defensive syst em s could be foun d, they would 
be available to all. This would end the nuclear nightmare for 
the U. S. people , the Soviet people , all people . The Sovie t Un ion 
and the United States had the capabili ty to move be y ond simply 
aiming weapon s at eac h other with the risk of ending the world as 
we know it . As to the argument that the U. S. sough t to build an 
offensive arsenal , the U.S. objective was that whoever developed 
a feasib l e defensive system would share it , so that any threat to 
the other side woula be eliminated . If there was opposition to 
that concept, the Fresident speculated i t might be hased on the 
assumption that ~u =lea r weapons might , at s ome point , be used . 
The U; S ., on tte ethe r hand, was seeking a sE:curity system based 
or. "shield,'' nc,c:. "spec.rs'' c·r mi ssi _ .=---s . U,ider the current s ystem 
of deterrence, it w~u ld be impossible tote_: che winner from the 
loser in the e··ent o:: w2.r . 

Gorbachev reoliea thac he under stood the President' s argu­
ments but found them unco n,1 incing . They contained many emotional 
elements, eleme nts wh.:.ch were part of one rna~•s drea~ . Gorbac hev 
did not wish tc sugg e sc that.the President did not want pe2ce . 
But the fact -~s t~at SD! would resu~~ in the aooearance of 
weapons i~ space . They ~iQ h t be bu:!~ as anti - missile weapons, 
but they woujc I'io\'E the c2pabilit _· c: srr ikin~ ear ... h . The USSF. 
could never knew : c, -:: sure. Tte So,,ietE t,r> c. agreed on 50 percent 
redu c ~i on~ in nucl~ar weapons. Fut t~e ?re sicien-: was advocatinr 
a whole new c!asE o : weapons. Descrih~n? these we apons as 2 

shield was only packaging . The· wou_d open a new arms race in 
space. The President woul d be hela resp~nsible . 

Gorbachev said that there were dreams of peace and there were 
realities. He did not believe the President saw him as a blood ­
thirsty person who wanted to drag his coun try into conflict . The 
Soviet Union was for reducing the number of weapons . History 
would ~ernembe~ the President , as well as the Soviet leader , for 
having begun t o eliminate nuclear weapons . But agreement had not 
yet been reached . And now SDI t hreatened to ooen a new arms 
race . 

The President observed that, under t he U. S. open laboratories 
concept, sc ientists ~ro~ both sicies could satis~y themselve s that 
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s~: researct wac not ~eir~ d1recte~ t ward the development o~ an 
c ffe n siYe caoab.:..11-c,. Gorba che\· sh t back his agreemen.,_ tha.,_ 
labcratnries- sh0uld-be opened, but onl_· i~ the development of 
soace weaoons hat first be8n ban~ed. The President reiterate~ 
tha:: Soviet scientists would be able to verify by visiting U.S. 
laboratories whether the U. S . was building destructive weapons or 
2 shield. The C. S. was after a shield . 

This go t to the point that it was ~eces sary for the two 
countries to get beyond suspicions. The President asked whether 
he would not be justified in suspecting that, under certain 
circumstances, t he Soviets would use their missiles against the 
U.S. Wor ds could not reduce the idea of a threat from one side 
to anothe r. The Soviet interpretation was that SDI would lead to 
the development of new offensive weapons . The U.S. wa s trying 
simply to see if there was a way to end the world's nightmare 
about nuclear weapons . The President emphasized that the U.S. 
would share its research with the Soviet Union ; attempt s to 
develoo destructive weapon s would be discovered. 

Gorbachev asked the President w.:..th some emotion whv he would 
no ~ be lieve hirr when he said the Soviet Union would never attack. 
~Prcre the Presiden.,_ could respond, Gorbachev repeated the 
~uestio~ . 2e again i~terrupted the President 's answer to insist 
or. a :reE'pcrse . 

ThE Pr esi der.t stated that no individual could say to the U. S. 
peof-E t~a~ they should rely on his personal faith rather than on 
soc~d 6sfense. G0rh2che v questioned the sinceritv of the Pres~­
d~r.t's v~llir.oness to share SD! research, pointin9 out that the 
'.S. ~id net share ~ts most advanced technology even with its 
2llies. 

G0rbachev called ~er a more realistic aiscussion . The Soviet 
Unior. was prepared tc compromise. Bu~ tne U. S . had the 
jmrressio~ that the CSSF ~as weak and could be painted into a 
corner . That wes no illu sion . There would soon be a 
disil~usionment; perhaps not in the President 's time, but 
ultimately . The President would be held responsible . SDI would 
open a new sphere for the arms r ace . Why ~as this necessary? 

The Soviet Union had said it would a~ree to a separate INF 
agreement , to deep cut s. These had not been easy decisions . The 
Soviets had their concerns. Bu t the_' felt that if steps were 
not taken in th e next ye ar to 18 month s, the consequences would 
be gra.ve . The President wanted to catch the "Firebird" of SDI by 
using the U. S . technical advantage. There would be disil lu sion ­
men t, but it would come too late, as the ''in fernal " train would 
already be moving . 
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Ge ~ bc1che\· (,;:)Sc::'"\'eC: trr..:: :_---c. :-:-i.::i:-s r. ::..=: 
hea..:ec. . HE- hc.c. rr.Ean::. or,::.~ - tc- con\'e~· 1..c 
o~ Sov i et concerr. on this isfue . 

rem :-ks r ac qr ov:r. c 
Pres:oert the oeD1.:t 

The Pr esident r eplied tha t, with c._: cue respEc t, Go r bachev 's 
c oncerns we r e b a s e d on a fals e prem:se. 0 1ercoming s eve r al 
in t e rru ption s fr om Go rbach e v , t he President r eaffi r med th2t t h e 
U.S. would be prepared t o r e duce n uclear weapons t o ze r o a nd 
ult ima tely t o elimina te them . The fact wa s, however, t hat t h e y 
sti ll existe d. J defensive sh ie l d was the r e ~ore nece ssar y . He 
c owLa red nuc l ear we aoons to chemica l weanon s. Conven ti ons had 
bee~ negotiated to b~n the use of c h e mical we apons, but gas masks 
had b e en retained. With a defen sive shield against nuclear 
weapons , people would have an additional guarantee against their 
use . The President could not see how SDI rese a rch could be 
interpreted as threatening to human life or targets on earth . 
Moreover , he repeated, the ultimate idea was to share SDI re­
search ; neither nation would be able to u se it to de velop a 
first-strike capability . 

Go rbachev alleaed that the U.S., unde r the quise o f a s h i eld, 
intended to i nt r oduce we apo ns into space. The Soviet U~ion rnust 
base i ts p o li cies on t h is fact . The So·iet s cou ld o t be sur e 
wha : the U.S . u ltimately ha d in mind . The fact was tt 6_ tc 
destroy weapons othe r wea pons 1·.:ere .. ecessary . The Pre, i cef't 
counte r ed t h a t n o one ~ a s sure ~hether SDI w0uld work ; the G. S . 
effort was des igned o n l y to f i n d out if a de~ense was pos s ible . 
Gorbachev s a id tha t this me a n t only t ha~ t he C.S. ~2 s seeking to 
determ ine if s pace we apo ns were po ssible. 

The President explained that hi s instructions to those 
re~pon sihle fo r SDI r e s earc h ha d been tc find out i ~ the r e were a 
, eans to s t o p nuc : ea r mi fs~ les . He hac. sai~ that i~ s uet a means 
e~ist~d , t h e U.S. woul d share i t witt other count r ies s o as t o 
~ake n ucl ea r we apon s unnecessary . Pe ~a ~ a~are tha t SDI r esearch 
dealt wi th systewf s u ch a s l a sers ar,c. ):;article bca rr devices which 
had ~e a pons aprlication s. These sys te~s. ; ove ver , we re designe~ 
not to ki ll people, but to stop nu cJe~r roissiles f r om r e aching 
t h e ir t a rget. The Pr esident n o t e d that the So v i et Un ion al r e ad y 
h a d t he world' s n~ st developed ABM syste . 

~ o rbachev said he felt it inappropriate in their conversation 
to i nj ect banalit i es more in keeping with press conference s. The 
So,r iet ABM syst e m was in compliance with the ABM Treaty . The 
Sov i e t Unio~ had ch o sen to place its system around its capital; 
t he U.S. had p l a c ed its near missile fields. The USSR was 
s c r upulous i n c 0mp l y ing with treaties dealing with nuclear 
weapons . It was t o o dange r ous to enqage in deceptions in this 
a r e a . The Pre sid e n~ aqreed, noting that the U.S. had raised the 
qu e stion of Kr a snoyarsk radar and i ts possible battle management 
r o l e . He asked Go rbachev whether the U. S . e ~ores s i on o ~ 
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Gcrbache\' indicatec that the Pr~sic'ie-r:t already hcd t he Soviet 
assessment of t he C. S. positio~ . Go rbache, · wanted t o empha s i ze 
i t berau se it ¼as the ke y question o f their me e ting . I t would 
d e f in e t h e f ut u r e poli tica l dial ogue be t we e n t he t wo countri e s, 
the nature of t he Geneva ne got i ation s, the ou tcome of important 
decisions on d ome sti c po licy in bo t h countries. It appeared that 
the Pres i d en t was verv- c ommitted t o the devel o pment, test i ng, and 
de p loyment o f spa c e w~apon s. The Sov iets would have to consider 
and base the i r policy on th i s fact. The Soviets had heard 
similar vi e ws ex pressed by many of the President's advisers . But 
these were only adv i sers. The President had the ultimate respon­
sibility. Gorba c hev s omet i mes had felt t hat the President's 
advisers feared the Pres i dent's pres t ige would suffer if he gave 
up SDI . Gorbachev was "500 percent" convinced that the Presiden t 
would in fact benefit f rom such a decisi on . 

The Pr es i dent expr essed c on c e r n t hat t h e discu ssion had go ne 
too far an d s ugge sted a more re as onable approa ch. The two s i des 
h ad aore e d to a r eduction in s trategic offe.1sive weapon s o f 5 0 
pe r cent . I t wa s unfortunate t hat t his ~a~ being frustrate d 
becau s e the Soviets objected to a~ a tcemp t tc determine if there 
.,.; a s a defens e ro ain st .. uclear missi l e£ . It would be years bE:ro re 
this was known . We had made clear our w_ l li ngne ss to s hare SD I 
resea r c~ . There was nc reaso~ ~hv such r esear c h should prevent 
u s from going a~ead with reductions in nuclear forces . 

The ~res ident did r:ot know wh~~he r e r not Gorbachev be~:eved 
in reincarnatior. . Perhap s the Presldent in a previou s life had 
i-..Je er. the inventor of the s r,iel c . Ir, cri_· case , the President 
belie ved that trust and prc spec~s fo~ peacs would imp rov e if both 
side s beca ~ t o r elv more on defe~ se , with offensive weapon s be i ng 
rec ucec . 

Gorbachev askea r hetorically ~ha~ was the resul t o f the 
Geneva tal ks thu s fa r. The r e had beer Degotiations, with the 
objective s and subject s cl ea r ly determined : t o s top the a rms 
race on e arth and pre vent its spread to s pace . The Soviets had 
felt that the work d one thus far in Gen e v a would enable the two 
leaders to give an impulse to the proce ss in their own meeting . 
The leaders had now met and i t s e e me d c lear that the President 
felt that weapons could be introduced i nto spa ce. Gorbachev 
feared the negotiatio ns would go by t h e wayside in this case . 
What , he asked, was t o be d o ne. 

The P r e s ident re p lied t hat, whe re Gorbachev saw a t h reat, we 
saw an o p portunity . We should bo th seek to reduce offensive arms 
by 50 percent and to determine if defense was possible . We could 
then sit down and dec ide i f depl oymen t wa s d es ira ble . we woulc 
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Eh~~e 0~~ :2 ~c 1~ c~ . ~ b ~ thac not 2 fair -eal? 
wc--,ulc be 2v:<', rf c: o :;- 2.rrr . .s p~ograrr.. We would 
1etE's. Ke were ta!king about severa_ vears . 
the President asked , be more confident tr.aL a 
if both side s reduced by 50 percent . 

The Soviet Union 
look at. the Sov ­
Would people not, 

de~ense would work 

Go r bachev as ked t hat the Presid e nt not trea t t h e Sovie t s as 
"s irr,ple people." The Pres i dent r e pl i e d that h e did no t see how 
he had in an y wa y sho wn d i srespect or c harged the Soviets with 
nai ve tv. He had e xplored the vari ous i ssues with Go rbachev as 
o penly as possible. - He could see n o log i cal argument against 
g o ing ahead with research when we have ma de clear t hat we will 
not have a monopoly on defe n se if a feasible solution is found. 

Gorba chev questioned why it wa s necessary to conduct research 
when nuclear weapons were being reduced - - and by 50 percent as a 
first step . SDI was torpedoing the possibility of steps to 
reduce nuclear we apons. The Soviet Union wanted to 
l o ck t he door against space weapon s -- to ba r it or even drive in 
nails - - a nd then begin reductions. The Soviets did not know 
wha t weapons might be devel oped by researchers . If the pa st was 
any gu i de , th e y would fi nd t h ings the y had not e xpected t o f ind. 
The Soviet s had repea t e d ly shown in recen t months t hei r wil ling ­
~ess tc Eeek reasonabl e s ol u tions . The U.S . appr o ach could only 
lEad to ~n expansion o f the arms race on earth an d in space . 

The President denied thi s. He s tressec t h a t t he V.S. wa s 
prepared to open it s laboratories to demons t rate t h at it wa s not 
seeking a new offensive poten t i a l . Go r bachev i nterrupted to 
state t~at the Soviets we r e looking fo r a wa y out . Th e y we r e 
~~::-icus . Th~ President countered that t he way out wa s LO reduce 
a~t not to ~iss the opportuni t y to devel op a de f e n s e because of 
£ea~ thEt it m~?~t h2ve an of~ensive potential . 

Go rbachev &sked i~ the Pr e s iaent h a d mon e v to s ca re. Th e 
J- -. --- -~---, -- G • ' ' d , k - th · - The Pres. 1· -::-c.sioer. -.. rep ... iec. r.c-. c r bacnev sa i ne r:ev.' ,a t. 
derc had ir the past Pxpressed the view that SDI c ou l d be used t o 
preven t '' s ome m26man" frorr, u si n a a n u c l ea r we a pon . The U.S. and 
CSSR s houl d re duce thei r own weapon s b y 5 0 pe r cen t an d then have 
other count rie s join them . Mor e could be d one with the NPT 
Trea t y . ¾a ys c ou l d be f ou nd t o p reve n t ma dmen . Becau s e of one 
madma n , should we h a ve an arms race in space? 

ThP Pre sident a ga i n wondered why the Soviets s hould objec t to 
researcn . At this po i ~ t , we we re only talking about a theory . 
We we re a l s o tal k i n g a bout sa f e gua rds . If the problem a p peared 
t o be s olvable , ~he n we cou l d talk . But bo th sides would for the 
momen t re ta in nu c lear weapons. Redu c tions would make it pos s ible 
to save c o nsid e rab le expenditures, e. g ., for modernization . 
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Gorbachev Exvressed his r eo~e~ cna~ t t~ c~c leaders ~c,c~c 
have so _ittle p~ 21tive t o say . or the GenE v a slks . The Pre~~ ­
dent replied that the U. S . would have tc tel~ people that the 
possibility o~ reducing nuclear arrns by SC psrcent ha6 been 
destroyed b)· s u spicion of ulteri r motives . Gorbachev noted that 
strategic defense was t he President's idea; it ~aE hard to 
d i s pute the notion that t he Geneva negoti2tionE were b2sed on the 
Janua r y underst2ndin g , which de a l wi th twc elements : s t opping 
the arms r ace on e arth and pre venting it in sp~ce . Af te r his 
di s c ussion with the President, it was c lear that the U.S. was 
d e termined t o deve lop and i nt r oduce we a pon s into space . 

The Presi de n t said that the U.S. s i de would te ll a differen t 
st o r y . We woul d say that current effo rt to d e v e lop a s y s t em that 
would not kill people, but only s top missiles, wa s the cause of 
Soviet s u spic ions which had prevented reductions of nuclear 
weapons . An opportunity was thus being lost. Th e 
Pres i dent felt that public opinion would find t h a t d i fficult to 
understand . 

Go r b a chev s a i d that th is was the U.S . assessme n t . But it was 
important t he leaders de a l in substance not prop2garda . The 
Sov i et s i d e had expec ted t hat , when the two leafers met , after 
months of preparation , it would be possible t o reach solutions 
and to c l a rify what had been agreed to in J2r.ua~-\-. 

Noting that they had already run over the 2 i lotted time , the 
Pre s ident u r ged Gorbachev t o consider further the safegucrd s the 
President had mentioned . It would reassure publics in both 
c ount r~es if the leaders could agree on this and g o forward wi~h 
rAduc t ions i~ nucl ear weapons. The President ha~ no further 
elabo rations ether thGn to repeat hi s inability to comprehend 
how, in 2 world full of nuclear weapons, it was so horrifying to 
seek to develop a defense again s t this awful threat , how an 
e:fort to reouce nuclear weapon s could break down because of such 
an ottemo t . 

Gor bachev fo r hi s part, q ue stioned how , in s uch a di ffi c ul t 
situatio n a nd with the t h re2 t that t he arms race would e xpan d in 
the a bsence of restra i nt s, one could conteffiplate a ne w a rms r ace 
in spa ce. I t wa s no t even po ssible to r e d u c e a rmame nt s on ea r t h . 
What could b e d one when weapo ns were orbi ting the globe? How 
cou l d one ver i f y this? Gorbachev could no t commi t h imself to 
developing such s y s t e ~ s. 

Th e Presiden t said it was nece s sary t o g i ve ea c h side t he 
freedom to loo k at wh a t t h e othe r was doing . He reca l led Presi ­
dent Ei senhowe r' s '' Open Sk ies " proposal in e xpr e ssing d i sappoint ­
men t at the Soviet Go vernment' s on e - sided approach to verif ica ­
ti o n . 
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bE: pc- f s ible t.c :· ::. :.u:-r: t o t he ::: b~,e 'C. t. iat a:'te r noon . He rei t ­
erctPd t t at he sa~ no obs t acles t c mov e men t t owa rds a so l u tion 
v-:hicr. r 1aht serve bo th sidef ' interests . The Presiden t urged 
Go r b a c h ev t o co~side r t h e ve ri f i ca ti o n ideas he had shared. 
Go r bache~ i ndic a t e d h is willingness t o d o s o , but stressed t hat 
what was b e in o ve rified was i mpo r tant . The So v i ets would be 
prepa r ed to veri fy an end to nuclear te s ting~ they would not be 
wil l in g t o verify a continuation of such tests . They would be 
simi l arly wi llin g to verify a prohibition of space-strike 
weapo ns, but not a proces s by which such weapons would be 
developed, whether through open laboratories or other means . But 
in principle, they were open on the question . 

The President again urged Gorbachev to consider whether he 
could not accept the idea of a shield. 

Gorbachev did not respond, proposing that the meeting end and 
resume at 2:3 0 P~. 
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n ow mov ing t o~ ard t h e c ompl eti o n o~ their me eting . Go rbac he • 
un d e rst ood t h at this would be the~r last official session. He 
invited the President to start the sessi on. 

The President began by noting that he would like to summarize 
his discussions with Gorbachev over the previous two days. He 
had a few point s to make and would be intere sted in seeing if 
Gorbachev could agree . 

There had been two days of candi d conversation on a wide range 
of issues. The re were clear differences on such questions as 
nuclear weapons , on the political philosophy of the two countries . 
It was i mportant to be realistic and to have no illusions regard­
ing our diffe rence s. 

But there were some common concerns as well . Both sides had 
expressed their commitment to deep reduction s in nuclea r armament s 
and their hope to eliminate such weapons entirely some day . Both 
wo uld lik e to inten sify di scuss ions on how to increase strategic 
stabi l ity an d r e du ce the danger s to either side . 

The P~esident r eoeated his conviction o~ a nee d for a shift 
~r orr de t E:rren e ba sed on strategic arms to a gr eater reliance o ~ 
d efE: n sive s y s tems . I ~ our research ~as borne ou t it would be 
ne c ~ ~sarv to di scc ss ho~ to introduce defensive systems. There 
~as a l so a n e ed fo r greater mutua l trust t hr o ugh compliance with 
o' l 1 g a ti o n s u nder bilat e r a l and rnul ti la tera 1 a greements from arrr. s 
co~~ r o l t o t h e Hel sinki Final Act. 

In a d~~ t i~~ to c= e ating a sa fer strategic environment, it was 
r ~ce s sar~- tc e nd tr a g 1 = regiona_ confli c t s . The two sicies di! ­
fere~ on t ~e ca u se s of regional tensi o n s, bu ~ the Presid e n t be-
2ie ve~ b 0 : f Eaw the need to intensify the c on sultative proces s on 
local con~ ~1cc s . hs he had s a id in h is o~tobe r UNGA speech, the 
Un i te f St ate s ~a s prepared t o asso c i at e itsel~ with bold initia ­
tives to r e solve confl icts wh ich had dama ged U.S.-Soviet relati on s 
and aggra vated interna tional tensions . This was behind our pro­
posals fo r military disengagemen t and t o end o utside involvemen t 
in r egional struggl es. The people of the various region s must be 
able to solve their own problems. 

There were a number of bilateral questions which could be 
res olved if the necessary political will was there . The two sides 
should be able to agree to a fundamental expansion of exchanges 
in the area s of c ultu re , science, an d a thle tics as a mean s of 
promoting grea ter mu t ual unde rs tanding . 

The President des cr i bed his discu ssions with Gorbachev as 
rich and constructive. He was o l eased tha t the two leaders would 
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locY.ec fo_--·.,_·arc: tc t.h~ ;_~e c.ft.:::- 1= c: G81hachev 1 s \· isit to the C.S. 
in 1986, an~ tc h:f ow~ v1si~ to ~os20w in 1987. Tte r esults c~ 
the Geneva ~eetinas would be clear only i n the months and years 
ahead. 

The Presiden~ then read the fol lowing statement on the Nucle ar 
and Space Tal ks (KST) for the Soviet s' consideration as a joint 
sta t e ~ent o: what might be accomplished in those discussions: 

"The Presiden t and the General Secre t ary discus sed the nego­
tiations on nuclea r and space arms . They agreed that work on 
these negotiati on s should be accelerated with a view to accom­
plishing the tasks assigned in the Joint US-Soviet Agreement of 
January 8, 1985, specifically to prevent an arms race in outer 
space and to terminate it on earth, to limit and reduce nuclear 
arms and enhance strategic stability . Offensive nuclear arms 
will be significantly reduced applying the general concept of 50% 
reductions to equal ceilings on s pecific, comparable categories . 
There will be a se p~rate interim agreement resulting in reductions 
a nd limitation s on land-based, intermediate -range nuclear missile 
sys te~ s as a step t oward the total elimination of this class of 
mi~si~e s. To 1 r· sure effective veri~ication of compliance, mean­
in9ful . . easu res t o th!s end will be r.ecctiated concurrently with 
::.rr.i ts er. ·e2ponr~· ar.c ir1corporate6 in a ll aart?ement s result.ing 
frcrr these negotiations . tt 

A~ ter ~irst confirmina that the President ~a s fin ished, Go r­
bache v inc3 .::.cated that he wo u_a like tc- sum u p the meet ing from 
the Soviet pE=spec~1ve . 

Go rbac hev ::: e ~t th2t t he ver: :!° act o ::: trie f';ef.ti r;g s hould be 
con sioerec 2. pcsitive oeveloprr,ent, s :.r,c-e it oPrr, ,r:stratec a ~oin t 
t.nders tar:d ing of the s isrnificance of "C . S .-Soviet !:elat i on i: and o: 
the two sides' r~spon sibilities anf role in the worl d . He agreed 
with the P=eside ~ ~hat the mePtin~ had take~ place in an atn -
sphere o: :::rankneEs, which permit.tee the tw0 leade rs to o ut line 
in detail their positions on the ful_ ran ge of bilateral and i n ­
ternational ouestions . 

Gorbachev concurred further that the discus sions had revealed 
deep difference s in the two sides' assessments of the causes of 
certain bilateral and international differences. The talks had 
allowed both sides to understand one another better; thi s was of 
some importance, even majo r importance. Gorbachev felt, however, 
that the dis c ussion had shown that the two sides were unable to 
build a joint concept for dealing with the broad range of bilat­
eral and internatio nal quest ion s. Nonetheless , they had agreed 
to continue their political di alogue . It was in this context 
that the two leaders ha d agreed on an exchange of visits at a 
time to be arranged . 
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J-o:: :i.-:s ::-2:::-: t.:-.~ So\-~(:-: sicE v oul c :-.ave to say in cescribinr; 
the reeti n : tt a-: q~est 10~5 o ~ ~ar and peace had been at the center 
o~ the ~eetinc in one ~a,• or another bot. during private d1scus­
E1 on f a nc 1r cle~a rv sesEi on s . He felt that the people of both 
countries, as well as the world as a whole, were concerned by the 
number o~ nucle~r weapons and the need to stop the arms race and 
to proceed to disarmament . Unfortunately , it wa s impossible to 
report to our peop_es and to the world that there had be en a rap­
prochement of positions . 

The Soviet side h ad tried in the meetings to mak e an extra 
e ffor t to explain its views . Discus sions had been held, but it 
would be a distortion of the truth to say that there had been 
progres s. Such progress as had been achieved was limited to a 
detailed discussion and exchange of positions . Gorbachev hoped 
that this was no t t he last wo rd . Both sides would take into ac­
count the frank discussions which ha d taken place . Joint efforts 
should be continued . 

The Soviet Union ~a s in favor of continuing negotiations on 
the basis of -he Janu ary 1985 Joint Statement on stopping the 
a rm s race on ~a~th and preventing it in space . Seriou s work lay 
ahead . G:!t~ctev felt that m~vement was possible . The Soviet 
Ur ion ¼as ccrr~itted cc the spirit of the January 1985 understand ­
ings and prepared to ac-: in accord with them, on the clear under ­
standing tha-.: 2.t ~as a?a.:.nst the arms race on earth. The USSR 
~as prepareo as a first: s -.:ep t:c seek to implement the idea of a 
SOt reduction of offensive nuclear fo rces on the basis of both 
si6es 1 p ropc sals . But this ·as i2sed on the under=tanding that 
nei ~~er =ide would ta .e st eps ~hict ~oulc ope r up a n a:::-ms race iL 
s;:,ace . Or. tr.e l:,asis o :: th.:.s ur;cers-::-a: ,cin g t he Soviet Union v:as 
o.t=,en cc iur-.:h E' :::- :rrrverr<::,.-c. 1:c:··2rc c9e:;= recuct.::.on s in nuclea:::- arms . 

Gorbbc he • agreed ttat it ~as ~ossihle to intensify bilateral 
rel a tions. This would c on~:::-jbu -: e cc grea-:er trust between the 
two cour:triPs . The l' SSE v-,u:: c. be reaa:,· t o w_ rk to expand ex­
changes in the economic, cu2tura~ an d scientific fields . 

On regional problems (which he at first forgot t o me ntion), 
Gorbachev acknowledged that both sides attached impo r t ance to the 
probl em and shared a desire to seek political settlements of re­
gional disputes to relieve ten sions or the basis of non - inter­
feren ce in the internal affairs of other countries . He agreed 
that bilateral regional expert consultation s should be continued. 

Noting that the Presioent had raised the possibility of a 
statement surr~arizing the results of thei r discussion s, Gorbachev 
ask ed if this would be justified . The President indica t ed that 
we had hoped t o get to the subjec t, and called on Secretary Shultz 
to ou t ~ine the option s as we saw them. Gorbachev commented t hat 
the Sovie t s did not insi s t that there be a statement. If there 
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v: c::: ,.ctr, .:r!o tc :::- E.;1ei Y-:., :. :. v. as bett.e ::::- tc sc. Y :::-: . ':r,e :P:-es.:..oen~ 
fe t: nonEthe:ess that it wou ld be useful t ~ s~icre ' le'\r.·s o:: h0v, i:c 
handl e the questio~ 0 £ reporting t he resu tE o~ their meeting s . 

Secreta r y Shultz outlined a nurr.be r 0£ op_ ions , n 0 ting that 
one could en~i si on an o utcome involv in g al~, s ome, or none . 

-- First, there could be a writte n c ompilation of all items which 
had been agreed during the leaders' meetings or in the prepara­
tions for thei r meetings . There we re qu·ite a n umber of t hese, of 
vary ing importance. There was a p o ssibility of developing joint 
language on certain arms control questions: e.g ., on the Stock­
holm conference and chemical weapons proliferation. Agreed lan ­
guage existed on nuclear non-proliferation . The President in the 
statement he read had raised the p os sibility that NST might be 
treated, although that morning's conversation had shown the depth 
of differences on that set of issues . There coul d also be agree­
ment on a range of regional and bila teral questions, and on a 
proces s for the future. In thi s connection the Secretary had 
been struck by Gorbachev's references the day before to a mecha­
nism for regulating U.S .-Soviet relati ons . Thu s, it might prove 
feasibl e to develop a package whic h would register area s of agre2 -
rnent rea ched in Geneva . Disagreemen ts would no t be registered 
except to ac~nowledge that they exis ted. 

-- A secon d pos si bil ity would be to sign s ome so::::-t cf 6ocume~t . 
The general exchan~e s agreement was a~reacy a9reed a~ the t echn:. ­
ca _ level and could b e sianed if the leaders ~ ishec . 

-- h third element would be seoarate statements bv leaders a~ a . 
corJT,or: site . Khile eac h leaoe:!'.' v.--::iuld sa\· v,ha -:: :he v,ishec , :.!",e 
lJ . S . : e 1 t there s h o u 1 d be s o , e c o c, r c5. 1 , 2 :_ .:.. c, r t c av o i d s u r Dr 1 s e :=: . 

The Secreta r y specu l ate d that stateme~ts c oul d refer to differ ­
e~ces but could alsc include oarallel la~a~aoe ~he~e aoorooria~e . 
Fo r e ~amp le, on NST there were is Eu e s on which r.s. a n~- So~i~t 
\· iev:f. c o inc i ded , c i.. d c thers whe ::.-e t hey did ric•t. The kind o:: 
state□ent he had lL min d wo ul~ ~ ak e clear beth areas of aoree~e~-:: 
and disagreement . 

- A fourth option would be to release a sh o rt jo int report saying, 
e ssentially, that the leaders had met and agreed to mee t again . 
Both sides could then issue statements of their own . 

- Finally, the two sides could make individua l s t atements at dif­
ferent sites . The Secretary speculated that both leaders would, 
in any case, be reporting publicly to their peoples in their meet­
i ng s. 

The Se c retary concluded by noting that the U.S. wo uld be will­
ing to consider s ome sort of joint ceremony on the next morning, 
bu t was prepared to a o in a variety of wavs. He was aware of the 
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the ~orld to repo r t o~ t he r c1Ecuss 1on E . b diani fied cere .. o~: 
a t which a r e as ~t aa::-eement c o uld be reoo r ted a;d differences 
l ai d out in a modul~ted fashion wou l d s~ern to be an a ppropriaLe 
wav t o proceed . I n s uer. a con t ex t , t h e Pres ident's s ta t emen t o~ 
KS~ c ould b e eith e r i nc luded in a j oin t s t a t e ~ent o r used un i lat ­
erally . 

Go rbachev, noting that the issue re quired s ome thought, indi­
cated that he was nonetheless prepared to r e s pond. If he under­
stood correctly, bo th sides wanted to con tinue t he dial ogue t hat 
was begun in preparations for the Geneva me eting, which had b e en 
expanded in Gen e va, and which would be c ontin ued in the future. 
Even if one were subjectively against such dialogue, objectively 
it was nece ssary to cont i nue contacts and e xchanges, and to deep­
en the proc ess of searching for solutions in the interests of 
U.S. and Soviet peoples and of the people of the whole world. 
The Soviet Union , therefore , welcomed Secretary Shultz's expr e s­
sion of willingness to c ont i nue work in the future. 

On how to d ocument the Ge neva mee ting, Gorbache v ind i cated 
that the Soviet u n ion would b e prepared to accc,1,unocate a C . S . 
d esire f or a j oint d o cumen t, whe ther a cormn uniq:ue o r s imple state ­
ment. Notin g t ha t t h e Sovie t Union had originally advoc a ted a 
communi q ue , but ha d d ropped th e i dea whe n it 2.ppeared the C. S. 
was n o t intere s ted, he ou t lined h i s assessmen t o :: how to proceed . 
I f a corrlffiunique incorporated t h e fundamen t a l result s o :: the r.1eet ­
ing, t he r e wo uld be no nee d f o r s e p a ra t e s tatements . I :: such a 
corrullu n ie:ue we re impo ssib l e, t he Ge neva pro gram shou l c Pnd wi t h 
the r--resent meeting . 

Go r ba che v f elt that i t would be inappropriate to s ee}: simply 
to li s t ~in o r a?reeMen ts in a jcinc oocu~ent . This would no~ be 
understood i r: ou r two c ountrie s o r i rn:ern at io .. 2lly . l: JT1ore sub­
stantiv e s~ c.tE::me nt wo u l d be nece Es arv . Gorbache • wonoerec. whether 
t h e two }Faders s hou l d r ea ssess t he roblem and perhaps dep tize 
sen i o r m~~b~r s o f t hei r sta f f s to p r opose a s o :ution . He joke6 
that he a nd th e President might t ak e a wa l k , leavin g Se c retary 
Shultz a nd Fo re i gn Minister Shevardna dze to wo rk on the probleffi . 

More seriously, Gorbachev recalled that the Soviets had always 
been prepared for a communique; indeed at one point they had 
thought the U.S. had agreed to such a do c ument . He felt that 
there was still time to work out an acceotable docume nt if both 
sides were willing. He repe~ted his sug~estion that the Fo r ei gn 
Ministers s hould study the problem and present their fin ding s t o 
t he l eaders. 

The President observed that he might have been to b l ame f o r 
any confusion the Soviets had felt with respect to a corr~ unique. 
I n conside ring the q uestion before the Gene v a me eting, the 



Fresiden:. r~c1 t~eer .. cc:1ce!.-r.e c . .!:.'C· t.:~ fl":\· · c... ;:,rear~angeC. c~:-u~unioue 
mi g ht be perce i ved . ~e tac tee~ s~r~:arl~- uncomfo~c.ab~e early in 
hi s presice-ricy with the p!:"actice- 2"c. thE OECD sumr..i t meetinq c: 
having o!1e j eacer read a p::-E -cookec ac,cunent or, behal : of the 
others. h is concern for Genev a was t~at a oocurnent emphasize 
that the meeting \,;as part of an ongoing ::-rocess . In this context, 
a d ocument might be wo r thwhi l e. The President felt, however , 
that such a d o cument should include bi:..ateral issues already 
worked out . 

Gorba chev said he shared the President 1 s view. After seven 
years without a U. S.-Soviet summit, the President was probably 
right in being somewhat apprehensive about how the meeting would 
develop . Now that the meeting had taken place , it might be pos ­
sibl e to compile "a joint approach in a fundamental way ." Gorba­
chev again suggested that the Secretary and Shevardnadz e consul t 
an d report to the leaders . 

The Secretary c ommen ted that U.S. and Soviet representatives 
had been at work sin ce 11:30 that morning to explore possibilities 
of devel op ing acceptable joint language . It would be necess ary 
to check with them before he and Shevard~adze could begin work . 
Gorbachev ag reed. He proposed a break aro quipped that the mc st 
import ant task fa cing the Foreigr ~in~sters ~o~ was to find their 
subc,rdinates. 

Se creta r v Sh ul tz confessed 10-ular.~Y 7.J-.a::. he and Shevardnad ze 
had agr eed in a September dinner converEatio~ ttat. they shoul d 
let the i r leaders carry as much of the bur6e~ in Geneva a s possi­
ble . Unti l Go =bachev hac given the r reig~ ~ir:s~Prs thei r c u =­
ren-c aEsismrnent, "-hey thought the_· had succeedec . Gc,r· achev sus ­
qested that t he Secretary v,as sirr.ply try1ns to r.u:::.-r: - i s joke abou::. 
a ~a lk aroun6 on him . The Secretar • told h1rr n0t tc w rr •, that 
he (the Secretary) had a --thick skin: -

The ~resident and Gorbachev a oreed to a ojourn the meeting 
an d, af7.er a ten minute ccnversation in the ~issio~ receotion 
roore, retired to a separate area for an extended private conver­
sation. 

St:CRE'I 7 ~ENST'I'IVE 

Prepared by: 
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7 * T + T. 

~rs . Gorbachev le~ Mrs . Re& gan up s t a i rs, where the walls of 
the first roo~ ~ere hung with children's po sters . She explained 
that they were done by children of the SoviEt llnion for an 
e~~ibition enti tled, "Khat the Wo rld ~e a ns to Me ." She pointed 
out . each poster i n detail, noti n g the th e~e, as well as the name 
and a g e of the child. At the end o~ the te a , Mrs. Gorbachev 
presented Mr s. Re2ga n with the l oo k o f t hes~ po sters. 

A lavi sh Russian tea wa s s er,·Pd in t he Sf- con e room, with 
Ers . Go rbachev expl ai ning e ach d i s)-, u. d d e mon st.ra+:ing the 
samovar . 
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The ladies talked about t neir families , and the busy life 
each le~ as the wife of the he a d c~ the State / Party . Mrs . 
Gorbachev s2id that be s ides a ccompanying h er hus band on many 
trips, she continues to teach, keeps up cor responde nce wi th he~ 
former students, trie s to keep up with the literature in her 
profession , and looks after the family . Her daughter, 
son - in - law and gra n dd aughter live with the Gorbachevs. 

Prepared by: 
Eugenia Aren sburger 
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MEMORAf', DUM OF CONVERSATI ON 

REAGAN-GORBACHEV .MEETINGS IN GENE\7A 
November, 1985 

Dinner Hosted by Pre sident and Mrs. Reagan 

DATE : 

TIME : 

PLACE : 

PARTICIPANTS : 

November 20, 1985 

8:00 P.M . - 10 : 30 P . M. 

Maison de Saussure , 
Geneva , Switzerlan d 

United State s 

?1e8ide n t F~agan 
1' r !': . Rea g a n 
Secre tar _ of Sta te Ge o rge Shultz 
Chie f of Stoff Donald Regan 
F be rt C . :cFa r l anE, Ascistant tc the Preside n t for Kati or.21 

Securi t) 
l rrl~~sa d o r Ar thu r Hartman 
M~8 . E . Ar e~ s bur ? e r, Interpre ter 
w::.: ic. rr, h,o,: ir, s, In-c:.erpreter 

Un ion of Sovi e So cialist Repub l ic s 

G~rer a l Sec r etarv Gorbachev 
f.' r s. Gorba- , e "a 
Fore i gr Mj n ister Eduard Shevaran adze 
r i rst Deputy Foreign Minister Georgy Korni yenko 
hrnbc: ssado r hnatoly Dob r ynin 
Arr.b e: ssador J.- :1 0.rei M . Aleksandrov- Agen tov 
Nr . P. Pal a shchenko , Interpreter 

~ * * * * * * * * * * 

The conve~sation beqan by continuin~ a topic touched upon at 
last n ight 's dinner about the fact that peopl e are marryin9 anc 
havi n g ch ildrer you n ger now ~n the Soviet Union . Go r bache v s a~d 
,:_hat, on t he CJther hanc, _ o uth is be cominq le!"~ r es pon sibiE: , 

~ 
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which is illustrated b y a saying wh ich the older ge ne ration no~ 
has ; we must see our grandchildren through until they r each pen ­
s ion age . 

Gorbachev again lovingly talked about his granddaughter . 
President Reagan told of a letter he received fr om a little girl 
who told him e xactly what she wan ted him t o do and at the end 
said" "Now go into the Oval Office and get to work ." 

Mrs . Gorbachev then told of a letter Gorbachev received which 
wished him succes s, expressed full agreement with his anti ­
alcohol campaign and said that the author kept Gorbachev ' s pic ­
ture next to her icon . The author s a id she was 83 years old , 
prayed every day , and gave her telephone number . She then said 
to call only early in the morning ; she was busy all other times . 
She lived in Kostrorna . President Reagan asked whether Gorbachev 
called . The other replied that he would report a s soon as he 
got back from Geneva . 

Secretary Shultz asked about a revival of religion in the 
Soviet Union . Go rbachev replied that this ouestion should be 
addre:se d to Mrs . Gorba chev , who taught a c ourse on the to_ ic; 
however, her course was on atheism rather than theolog_· . Gor ~= ­
chev s ai ~ that many find the ritual , ceremo~i2l par o ~ re_ig ior. 
attractive. fl ....--eve r, true be ievers are d~·ins c,u .. .:. v..-ith the o:ce:· 
genera tion . Stil_ , on e third o: the populatio~ marry and baptize 
their children in th e church . The Islamic religion , hcKever , 
seems t0 have d eeper r oots . Shevardr.a.dze c onfi:-nec that tradi ­
t i ons survive 1n the Islamic re~igion . Gorba~tev s2~d tha~ e 
was speak ing of the Russian 0rth06ox Church, which is preparing 
tc celebrate the l,O OOtr. ar.r. i\·e:rsa ry 0: t ~e Christiar.izatio. o: 
Puss ia . The church hc.s even pe-:.i tioned t he o vern,-nen t to returr. 
to a monasterv fo r c hurch use . Mrs . Gorbac~e,· sai d the re were 
a~sc many sects in Rus2ia, incl ud ing the Bap~ists, Pentecostalists 
c?nd "Tresuny ." 

Secretary Shultz asked whethe r Khome ini had had an influen c e 
on the Is l amic population o: the Soviet Un ion . Gor bachev an­
swe red, "-o ." He also said that right after the revo lu tio~ there 
were many slogans for renouncing all of the past , as if doing 
away with e veryth ing which took pla ce before the revolution. 
This wa s wrong, he said. But such were the times. He remem­
bered that at tha t time e ve~ wea ring a tie wou ld brand one as a 
member o f the bourgeoisie . 

As for Khomeini , Pres i dent Reagan said, he felt that both 
countries -- the U.S. and the US SR - - b orn of revolution , ought 
to keep an eye on a nothe r revolution : ~n attempt to bring about 
a funda rnen alist Is l amic revolution, where the revolution would 
become the government , and which teaches that the wa v to h eaven 
is to kill a non - believer . 

S~TIVL 
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Go :- b2:che,: rr. :..d -;: ' ,at a::: v:c: eric thi s summit:, he felt that hE 
and President Reag-ar. hao truly madE 2. start . _t would have bee 
unrealistic t c expect great rr09ress right awa y . But t he whole 
world was verv concerned , and it was a good thing that they had 
made t his start. Jonald Regan said that the Presiden t had said 
the s ame thing to him . 

At th is po i nt Pr e sident Reagan said that in one of the U.S. 's 
o _dest town s, Phi ladelphia, a toast to the living is always given 
sitting down . Onl y a toast for the dead is given standing up . 
So he wanted t o c ontinue in this tradition beca use what the two 
sides were dealing with here definitely c once rned the living . 
This is a beginning, he said . No matter what it was we failed 
to agree on , the important thing wa s that the two of them would 
continue to meet . Each of them had accepted an invitation to 
come to the other ' s country and continue these meetings . Even 
though the two of them had not agreed on ma n y things , they had 
not closed the door . They would continue to meet . 

One of the early leaders of the American Revolution , Thomas 
Payne, in thos e dark da_s when they did no t know whether the 
revolution would succeed, said, "v;-e r,ave it in o ur power to sta rt 
the world over again." Sorrething of that is presen t in what we 
are d oin g today , • ecause t~e probl ems we are t rying to solve 
have p~~ Ju ed ffiankinl fer a long time . 

¼eh~ 1e started s ometh irg, Presi dent Reagan said , and he 
f elt tr,at t· e se mPe t:.r,c;s E>: p re ssec the will anc' desire of both 
!= ides to fin e c.rsv:ers that wc ula benefit not onlv all the 
people o: th e v.:orld nc,,: } "yi n<:, hut .also the ~-·et uPbc: rn . H..:.. s 
tna f t, -therefore, and his CEY"u -: prayer v-:as t h at we cc, ld deliver 
something l>et te•- than in the- :;:-2. s-c. . We wi _ cc,n tin ue meet i ng , he 
sai6, and continue to wo rk io ~ those clauses ~hich had brought 
the sides toae~he r here i~ Genev2.. 

Gorbachev answered , savina that he ~as confide t tonioh~ 
that the two o~ therr ha6 si-ried s omethi no. After a verv-lonc 
interval betweer. E"ummi t rr.eetirigs , he sha.red the President's vie,,..· 
tha t it would be wrong to give c. ~al se signal from Ge neva . He 
said that Soviet side would ve r y carefully ass e ss the results o : 
thi s meet i ng, fully cognizan t of a mutual sense of res ponsibil­
ity. Every beginning is dif ~i cult. If now we heve laid the 
first few bricks, he said, e have made a new start, a new phase 
has begun . This in itself is very important. The major dif fe r­
ences are ahead , he s aid , but he wan ted to invite the U.S. sioe 
to move ahead on th e appoir.ted roa d together wi th the Soviet 
side, v!ith mu t ual understanding an d. a sense of responsibility . 
We will do out part on tha t road, he said. We will not c hange 
ou~ positions, ou r v alu e s, or our thinking , but we expect that 
with patience and wisdom we wil l find ways toward solutior.s . We 
have had the opportunity to speak privat~ ly, he said , and he 
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attr ibu t ed o rea t imnor:.a n c e to t he s e tal k s. Withou ~ che~ it 
would have Se en e ifficult t o arrive at th is result. Let us the n 
move t oward each o t he r with an understanding of our responsibil­
it • be fore all the countries of the wo rld. Gorbachev's toast 
wa~ f o r b Pt ter dialogue and cooperation, for which the Soviet 
Union was prepa red and hoped for reciproci t y fr om the United 
States . 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

AFTER-D INNER CONVERSATION 

Having moved into the study after dinner, Secretary Shultz 
said he wanted to make a suggestion to both of the leaders about 
each of them making individual statements at the ceremony there 
would be tomorrow. He said in his personal opinion, he thought 
the people of the U.S . and USSR and the people of all the worl d 
really wanted to f e el the presence of both of the world leaders 
at such 2 ceremon y . If these leaders we re simply present and 
wen t th r ough t h e busi . e ss of signing d ocuments, it would not be 
the Fame th ing as having them actually s pe ak . 

Go r hachev r esponded that in the first place he thouaht a 
jo i nt E:. s. tement or c om.mun i q ue would re p resent the embod irnen t of 
t he c igni f icance o f s uch a documen t. Therefore, he said, he 
t hough t t h a -t a ccmrnun i que was of p riP12ry significance. Its pre ­
se n c e would s how th a t the cu r r ent mee tin gs had led to common 
j ud gme nt s, common r esul ts a nd commc1n rno ti ves in ma t t ers o f prin ­
cioal irroc r tance . Th e Soviet si de fee ls that such a docume nt . . 
wou l d demc n scra te t o the r.s. and S0v iet peoples 2n d to the world 
tha t t he l e a d e r s o: the two mos ~ po we rful countries, de spite 
the i r dee p dif fe r ~Pce s, are e xe rc i s in g the ir responsibility, and 
the d 0 cumen t woul d s how a n d convin ce the people o f t h e world 
t h a t t he _e2ce rs were oenionstrat i na their commitment t o their 
pri nc i p :e s. A i oint 6 0cume nt the~ wo uld be 2 basis f o r further 
sta temen ts on the prob_erns involved, both to each of the coun­
tries' allies a nd in the legislative bodie s of both countrie s . 

Howeve r, said Gorbachev, he thought if the leaders started 
to give commentaries , most especially short ones, on an y document 
that they signed, it could very well detract from the signifi­
cance of the document , because th e re might even be an un fortunate 
phrase wh ich would detract from the weight and significance of 
the document . He said he hoped to s a v e any possible document 
from that fate. 

President Feagan responded that he begged t o disagree with 
the General Secretary . He said tha t 2 full statement wou ld be 
an h onest, frank and open dc,curnen -t nbout what had and had not 
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been achieved, and about the fact that th e se meetings between 
them wou ld be continuing. He suggested that what Secretary 
Shultz had been speaking about concerned the world press and 
the European press. He said that if he and General Secretary 
Gorba chev were the re at a ceremony, they would not have t o com­
ment on the specifics of any document. However , hope in the 
world had grown as a result of this summit meeting, and people 
should not be disappointed in this respect. 

General Secretary Gorbachev agreed to a statement of one to 
three minutes' duration by each of the leaders. President Reagan 
concurred and added that it had been his idea not to go into 
detail. 

Gorbachev noted that one other thing bothered him , namely, 
that having produced a document, the sides do not believe in 
themselves ; commenting on it, even briefly and generally, would 
only serve to strengthen and reaffirm the content of that docu­
ment. The President responded that instea d of being s ilent , it 
woul d be better for the people who have placed so much hope in 
the outcome of these meetings to hear that he and Gorbachev are 
going to continue to meet despite the fact thac they have not 
solved all of the proble ms connected with the communique . He 
said that the tone and the need here were simply no t to leave 
this meeting and have people di sappointed t ha t there had been no 
progress, and thus have the hopes of so many people dashed . 

Gorbachev responded that both leade rs' statements ouoht to 
be in support of the document , and the sta tement would not las~ 
longe r than two to three minutes . Moreover , the statements 
should not conce~trate on differences , but on areas where there 
was ag r eemen t. He said there was no need fo~ rose -colored 
glasses . Both le ader s could be frank about the result reflectec 
in the document: meanwhile, the process of thei r meeting woula 
:be continuinc . 

President Reagan said it woul d be nece ssary to decide when 
and whe re the leader s would make their statements . 

When some of those present sugges ted it might be a good ide a 
to have the leaders' statements at 10:30 or 11 :0 0 AM, Presi de nt 
Reagan explained that he preferred 10 AM, because precisely 1 7 
hour s later he would be appearing on U.S. television and giving 
his report about this meeting to the U.S. Congress and the Amer ­
ican people, so the upcoming day would certainly be one of the 
longest working days . -

Secretary Shultz said he wan t ed to add one thing. He had 
j ust r ece ived in fo rmation abou t the joint under8t and in g , anc 
apparently the work on it was goi ng backward . He noted that 
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c . s . a1oes hat been in ~tructed t c sta_• up all night and work t o 
get a documen t out, and he expressed the hope that the So iet 
leaner would give his people similar instructions. Shultz saio 
the statements would be made in the Geneva International Confer­
ence Center at 10 AM. 

Korniyenko asked, "Is there any thing to announce?" Shultz 
responded there could be -- agreement had been reached about 
certain things; however, the Soviets were now beginning to go 
backward on some of what had been agreed . 

Shevardnadze i nterjected that he had a question of principle . 
He said that it should be agreed not to detail differences but 
just make the statements in a general form. 

Gorbachev said that he thought that the people involved were 
clever enough not to have the tail wag the fox, however, there 
are two foxes and two tails involved here. He said the sides 
ought not to c ome out with an empty document. Indeed, it woul d 
be better to have no document than an anemic one . 

Secretary Shultz pointed out that the Soviet side was now 
beginning to link civil aviation and the cultural agreement . 
Korniyenko responded that it wa s Shultz who had a _wa ·s wanted to 
mak e tho se two things a p ackage . 

Shultz said that if it came to that , everything could be 
linked -- bilateral issues and regional issues . But it wou ld be 
a mistake to make everything into such a package and link every ­
thing. Korniyenko said that it would be possible to say th t 
the sides havP completed working out det2ils on exchanges but 
this s houlo not be linked to other oocurnents . 

Gorbachev s aid that i n conr. usion it can be said that the 
Soviet s i oe will give its people 1nstructi0nE to wind u p a nd the 
U.S. si de can give its people instructions to wind up, and they 
will, even if they have to be there al night . 

Shultz said yes, all night, even if the , have to be t he re 
without food. He said the U.S . was glad to a civil aviation 
agreement with the USSR, but there had to be in it commercial 
terms to make the root financially attractive to PanAm, other­
wise the company would simpl y not fly the route and there was no 
reason for Aeroflot to have a monopoly on that market . 

Korniyenko said that yesterday the Soviet side h ad compro­
mised on that issue and then the U.S. had advanced 30 points 
which had knocked everything out of kilter. 

To Gorbachev's suggestion that everyone continue working, 
Shul tz s a id th a t it was gooc and the U.S . side would work all 
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n ig h t and that woul d bE g r e at i f a greement coul d be achieved and 
if that were no t po ssib le, then there j ust would no t be a g r ee ­
ment . 

Go r bachev said he thought he did not completely understand 
all the differences with all of the documents, but in any event 
he s poke to his people to the ef fect that he wanted everyone to 
get his act t o gether and somehow iron out these _ast minute dif­
ficulties in regard to these issues. 

President Reagan said that he and Gorbachev were meeting for 
the first time at this level. They had little practice, since 
they had never done it before. Nevertheless, having read the 
history of previous summi t meetings he had concluded tha t those 
earlier leaders had not done very much . Therefore , he suggested 
that he and Gorbachev say, "To hell with the past," we'll do it 
our way and get something done. 

Go rbachev concurred . The conversation broke up at 10:30 
p. J\'.. 

Prepared by : 

William Hopk ins and 
Eugenia Ar e nsburger , 
Depa rtment of State 




