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October 26 . 1983 

Deur Girls rmd Bors : 

'rS+~d to l\.!!il"n r,f tho croativo and 
clever t'my Urnt you collc-.!t<.Hl__;;;toQ&Y.,_ tg Jl:~W 
r;;•strn·e th,: ;;itutu~ p! ~.~u. Th<? ti!!IC rmd 
~~1i.!rgy that young Americ.ms oevote to iiUch 
spnd,d en<laavor~ is u ~ourcc or contiimous 
e1wournge!flC'n1 to i'\11) . The Statue of Liberty 
reminds us nll how lucky \'H! r~ro to li\tc in u 
free t:ounh":l with m1my opptl.rtunitlcc~ and 
p:-i vikf!Cti . 

You have m:.· ~~pprecfa.ti~n and bes wishe,; . 

K 
Stu den ts c,f tfot th1~~ham 

Rlf!ffi€.H .. tnry Sert( 

570 ~-iottingham o~.k~, 
r~ou::-.toq , T<:i"tl.'l 77079 

~losure: RR & Flag 

Sincerel:,,• , 

RONALD REAGAN 

RR : NAT : SEV: AVH: efr: lOPMNA 

831026 

,., .. · 
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II 

181 563 

~~~ 
?/l~ 

l::~·-----
--◄ /L7fa-'1/ 

,;!~7> 
//# tJ/t/-tl 



' 
DRAFT/Date Oct. 4, 198~ / 

-(-~-!-ft-e-r)_/ ~ -~-=-RR/ 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

Enclosures: "fZ~ { -fl~j 

Other: 

AVH/ ____ ! 

Dear Girls and Boys: 

.,..., 
I was pleased to learn of the creative and cl~ r way that you collected rroney to 

help restore the Statue of Liberty. Ellis JCela.ud;_. The time and energy that young 

Arrericans devote to such special endeavors is a source of continuous encouragerrent 
I <t;w,i•1 ~t;; us • • 

to rre. 'J'~1:. ~ a!_u~ :i,,e... remind.5 • all o:1§ oo ""M how lucky we are to live in 

a free country with ~ it:e fl'£lF1Y opportunities and privil~ es. 

"'A"'1 

You have my appreciation and best wishe✓-

Sincerely, 

Address: 

Students of Nottingham Elerrentary School 

570 Nottingham oaks 

Houston, TX 77079 

RR 



t NOTTllNGlHIAM ElEMENTARY SClHIOOl 
Spring Branch Independent School District 

Dr. MaryAnne T. Woolfe 
Principal 

September 22, 1983 

Mr. Ronald Reagan 

Henry Wheeler, Genera/ Superintendent 

President of the United States of Arrerica 
'Ihe White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. c. 20005 

Dear President Reagan, 

I sincerely hope you will read at least the first few letters 
written to you, which, I feel sure, you will find uplifting. 

570 Nottingham Oaks 
Houston, Texas 77079 

'Ihe students in Nottingham Elerrentary School are excited about 
their project and seek your approval. 

All of our country's citizens here in Nottingham send you our 
l::est regards. 

Yours truly, 

971~~ 
MaryAnhe Woolfe 

jh 
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1816tq ID# ______ _ 

WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

/J JJ tliJ/X-/ 
D O • OUTGOING 

D H • INTERNAL 

~ I • INCOMING ,,.--
Date Correspondence 8 2 1 / >, I .., c... 
Received (YY /MM/DD) _c_-=°d-'--'-.,_~--=c,;"---'-=tZS..._-'-----'~=-

Name of Correspondent: '22141. ~ ,~v-, ~, • t/ 7 

□ Ml Mail Report 

ROUTE TO: 

Office/Agency 

SI 

(Staff Name) 

ACTION CODES: 
A - Appropriate Action 
C - Comment/Recommendation 
D - Draft Response 
F - Furnish Fact Sheet 

to be used as Enclosure 

Comments: (d?~...,.e.._./ 

ACTION 

Action 
Code 

ORIGINATOR 

Referral Note: 

,e 
Referral Note: 

,e 
Referrt ote: 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

Tracking 
Date 

YY/MM/DD 

I - Info Copy Only/No Action Necessary 
R - Direct Reply w/Copy 
S - For Signature 
X - Interim Reply 

Keep this worksheet attached to the original incoming letter. 
Send all routing updates to Central Reference (Room 75, OEOB). 
Always return completed correspondence record to Central Files. 

(B) __ _ 

DISPOSITION 

Type 
of 

Response 

DISPOSITION CODES: 
A - Answered 

Completion 
Date 

Code YY/MM/DD 

I I . 

B - Non-Special Referral 
C - Completed 
S - Suspended 

FOR OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE: 

Type of Response = Initials of Signer 
Code = "A" 

Completion Date = Date of Outgoing 

Refer questions about the correspondence tracking system to Central Reference, ext. 2590. 
5/81 

,-



RECORDS MANAGEMENT ONLY 

No. of Additional 

CLASSIFICATION SECTION 

Media: ~ ndlvidual Codes: Y ?t)tJ 
Correspondents:, __ _ 

Pr'ime 
. Subject Code: 

Code 

c __ 

DSP 

SIGNATURE CODES: 

Date 

CPn - Presidential Correspondence 
n - O • Unknown 
n • 1 - Ronald WIison Reagan 
n - 2 - Ronald Reagan 
n • 3 - Ron 
n • 4 • Dutch 
n - 5 • Ron Reagan 
n - 8 - Ronald 
n - 7 - Ronnie 

Cln - First Lady"s Correspondence 
n - 0 - Unknown 
n • 1 - Nancy Reagan 
n • 2 • Nancy 
n • 3 • Mrs. Ronald Reagan 

Secondary 
Subject Codes: 

PRESIDENTIAL REPLY 

Comment 

Time: 

Time: 

MEDIA CODES: 

B • Box/package 
C - Copy 
D - Offlclal document 
Q - Message 
H • Handcarrled 
L - Letter 
M- Mallgram 
O - Memo 
P - Photo 
R - Report 
S - Sealed 
T - Telegram 
V - Telephone 
X - Miscellaneous 
Y • Study 

CBn - Presidential & First Lady's Correspondence 
n - 1 - Ronald Reagan - Nancy Reagan 
n - 2 • Ron - Nancy 

,.. 

• ' 

- ·--- -·---

Form 

P-

Media: __ _ 



ID #_ 
1s1,t1 

0 0 • OUTGOI NG 

0 H · IN TERN AL 

WHITE HOUSE 
CORR ESPOND EN CE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

l)d" I • INCOMING ..,.--
Date Correspondence .-o ~ / J'\ ? c.... 
Recei ved (YY /MM/DD) _o_·_cr~I_/_ ,v __ f _ .. """'~-J-

/J ]; G_1,, /}· /-,.,, _ 6 I / l J ~.J Name of Correspondent: --,£.L..c;;_,,_·A""".,,1'--'-,-~"-~-=..:::::___,<~-'--"'_,__--=----...,,7_ •• .,,~=---½"'--'-'---'U~·-::....-'""'.\ _:;_,~: _~_,_1_· _ _ f:::..:;: , I / 
□ Ml Ma il Report UserCodes: (A) ____ _ (B) ___ _ 

/J A _(JfJ i_,. 
,,.,.. 

(C) 

ROUTE TO: ACTION DISPOSITION 

Office/Agency 

• 

(Staff Name) 

{./ 

lJ !-J-

~/2)- - I , 
0 I I /'-/ "C 

- ,, IY r -

ACTION CODES: 

A • Appropriate Action 
C • Comment/R ecommendation 
D . Draft Res ponse 
F . Furn ish Fact Sheet 

to be used as Enclosure 

Tracking Type Completio n 
Action Date of Date 
Code YY /MM/DD Res-'-p_o_n_s_e ___ C_o_d_e __ Y_Y_I_M_M_/_D_D_ 

ORIGINATOR 6 3-t 10 I 2 '71'-0., >---=--------
Referral Note: 

~ 
Refer ral Note: 

I?- t3, /a,,,1 r ~:! __ _ 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

I • Info Copy Only/No Actio n Necessary 
RI · Dir ect Reply w/Copy 
S • For Signature 
X · Interim Reply 

DISPOSITION CODES: 

A - Answered 
B • Non-Specia l Re!erral 

C - Comple ted 
S • Suspended 

FOR OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE: 

Type of Response In it ial s of Signer 
Code "A" 

Complet ion Date ~ Date o l Outgoing 

------------ -· •• - ----· - - -- -------·-

Keep this worksh ee t attached to the original incoming lette r. 
Send all rou ting updates to Central Reference (Roo m 75, OEOB). 
Al \·.1-1ys return compl eted co rr esponde nc e record to Cen tral r-ile s. 
Refe r qu es tions about the corre spo11de nce t racking system to Central Ref 2r2,1ce, ext. 2590. 
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ct· l , 

signed 
John C. Becher 
J::xecutive Assistant 

177/ 5 

1 NOV 1983 
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T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

0 F F I C E 

OCTOBER 31, 1983 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

REMARKS: ALSO REFERRED TO DOD AND VA 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 181619 

MEDIA: LETTER 

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN 

FROM: MR. JERE FULLERTON SR. 
13 1/2 VINE STREET 
MONTPELIER VT 05602 

SUBJECT: WANTS PERMISSION TO BURY 2 PLASTIC CAPSULES 
WITH NAMES OF 57,661 MEN WHO DIED IN VIETNAM 
AND OVER 300,000 WHO WERE WOUNDED AT THE FOOT 
OF VIETNAM MEMORIAL 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

0 F F I C E 

OCTOBER 31, 1983 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

ACTION REQUESTED: y t 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COP/t7J~ 

REMARKS: ALSO REFERRED TO DOI AND VA 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 181619 

MEDIA: LETTER 

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN 

FROM: MR. JERE FULLERTON SR. 
13 1/2 VINE STREET 
MONTPELIER VT 05602 

SUBJECT: WANTS PERMISSION TO BURY 2 PLASTIC CAPSULES 
WITH NAMES OF 57,661 MEN WHO DIED IN VIETNAM 
AND OVER 300,000 WHO WERE WOUNDED AT THE FOOT 
OF VIETNAM MEMORIAL 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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Veterans Adm1nistrat1on , 

REFERENCE SLIP 
TO (NBme or title-lllail routing symbol) 

I. 

Sally Kelley 
2. 

Director of Agencv Liaison 
3. 

4 . 

The White House 
5. 

REASON FOR REFERENCE 

□ AS REQUESTED 

OcoMMENTS 

□ CONCURRENCE 

REMARKS 

ID: 181619 

□ FOR YOUR FILES 

□INFORMATION 
□ NECESSARY ACTION 

INITIALS-DATE 

□ NOTE AND RETURN 

□ PER CONVERSATION 

□SIGNATURE 

We are returning this one as the VA is unable to 
assist in his request. The memorial is on land 
under the jurisdiction & control of the Department 
of Interior, National Parks Service and they have 
apparently denied his request. He wishes to have 
this denial overruled. 

FROM Curtis Reagan ., :.~.,.... ~ ~ 
Correspondence R'anagement St 
Executive Secretariat (001B) 

EXISTING STOCKS OF VA FORM 1210, 
AUG Urie, WILL BE USED. 

TEL. EXT. 

2451/2623 
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OCTOBER 31, 1983 

SUBJECT: WANTS PERMISSION TO BURY 2 PLASTIC CAPSULES 
WITH NAMES OF 57,661 MEN WHO DIED IN VIETNAM 
AND OVER 300,000 WHO WERE WOUNDED AT THE FOOT 
OF VIETNAM MEMORIAL 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
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Maratl1on 
Associated Press 

Jere Fullerton sets out after 
work every day in his gray tJ .S. 
Mannes sweat suit, training 
for an upcoming marathon like 
any other dedicated runner. 

In recent years the '3'1-year-
- <Old ex-Marine bas.bad a~ 

,attack, - two --major knee 
aperalions, a 1iepa.rated 
lbiilder~ a;badb,ack. 

.ud-"lbal's just the 'begin­
~- He's been 111 two JeriOUS 
car :accidents, broken bis arm 

- -and . bis toot, bad a drinking 
-problem ani1 been overweight. 

-:"Be ·15 .lraining for .a U.S. 
-Martae m-arathon in · 
Washington D.C., during which 
be Yiill -carry the names .of all 
the :people who -died in the 
V-ietnam War, ·rolled _ 11P on 
microfllnl in two .canisters. He 
is bopinglo -bury the c~rs 
at.the Vietnam Memorial. 

''1be burying of the canister 
is symbolic because it will bury 
the · for me forever," he 
iall.-"And I hope it will do the 
-same for other people." 

Fullerton bas been asking for 
public support • to i.lOVet the 
costs f . the marathon '8Dd 
printiDg the names 

~ '~":, ~ 
a,4 _/.t~ ,t'£ / . 

~ - --Uore--On Marathoner 

•Editor, Times Argus : people and their families. OnetlibdcM 
In your article about my running in the the entire casuakies of the VJetalail ~ • 

USMC m.arathoo (Associated Press,-Oct. were Marines and tbat is wflYJ-:dliiilo 
13), I believe there were a-few-essenflaJ nmmthe USMCmaratbon. • . :. • 
,tacts left out. Firstof all, ·t would ba'1e Anyone who has ,bad a -conJIWj iml1 
' been nice to note that I am -a M~ runs 26.2 miles ii_blking a rilit,-.:IIUt 1161t_ 

1 resident and my~ address is ]J½ . .the benefit 'far ~weigb.4;:Jlie 1 
1 Vine St., Montpelier, Vt.05602. Tbatway; ' • ¾baok.God..llOO:.lesuS Chrisitrar~ 
~ would !mow where to send con- ~ 1:bJ1 ireat ~ JoJll!iar 11!Y 
~ to support my effort. fellow""Marines and Americans-_~ 

Seeold_y;-~,t61 men'G.ied in Vietnam, the"'\Ulwnate cSaCl'H-ice in :111c1t .-.-... 
'3801a11Vtftirr'OUDded,-and 12-13 million ;popular ,effort. IUt,,were not ~J'God',g 

I -~11el'Yed.their--a,untry duriM~ _belp, :il..i,ould newr do i!.a l.Jlllt'..U 
-4hit~;~..&e!Yed in the USMC _ -Vermi>nterst.oremember-metnpraj1rf 
.anil Vtemam1n • 1968. and 1119. :1 . -.m --'-- . . ...... .--e~Sf, 
1'WiD1ug the matathon ::to ·bcmor these • ... ~- • ~ ; 

PRESERVATION €0PY 
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Rosalynn Carter 

Mr.~. James Stober 
Assistant Treasurer 
AO Smith Corporation 
P.O. Box 584 
Milwaukee, WI 53201 

Dear Mr. Stober: 

November 4, 1983 

Your letter to President Reagan' was referred to our 
office for a reply. I have personally checked the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Directory of Names and your brother's 
name, Herbert J. Stober is not listed. I can assure you 
that if his name has been omitted due to an error, the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund is committed to rectifying 
it. 

In order for you to decide what action to take, I wish 
to explain how VVMF obtained the list of names which are 
included on the memorial and our understanding of the 
criteria according to which the list was developed. During 
and after the Vietnam War, the Department of Defense 
compiled a list of Vietnam War casualties according to 
criteria set in an Executive Order and a Department of 
Defense Instruction. Executive Order No. 11216, signed by 
President Johnson on April 24, 1965, designated Vietnam and 
adjacent coastal waters, within specified geographical 
coordinates, as a combat zone. To our understanding, as 

TheHon . Max Cleland• hostilities spread, the combat zone was expanded to include 
TheHon . BaltasarCorrada additional areas, such as Laos and Cambodia, in or over 
Howard Cosell 

Ge n Michaels Dav\SOn, USA, Ret.· which u. s. forces operated. Department of Defense 
Former Commander-m-Ch,e(. " • 
us Army,Europe Instruction 7730.22, Reports of u.s. Casualit1.es in Combat 
TheHon. Gerald R.Ford " 20 967 d h 20 973 d d h and Mrs . Ford Areas , January , 1 , an Marc , 1 , provi e t at 
Philip Geyelin the casuali ties to be reported were all those occuri ng 
Barry Goldwater 
United5tates5enator within the designated combat areas and those deaths 
from Arizona . 
Re, . TheodoreM. Hesburgh , C.S.C. occuring anywhere as the result or aftermath of an initial 
Umversity of Notre Dame i ba 
Bob Hope injury occuring n a com t area. 
Gen . David C. Jones , USAF (Ret.J• 
Vernon E. Jordan , Jr. 
National Urban League 
Michael ). Kogutek 
American Legion 
The Ho n. Georee McGovern 
The Hon . Robert P. Nimmo 
Nancy Reagan 
Carl T. Rowan 
Willie Stargell 
Roger Staubach• 
~mmy Stewart 
The Hon. Paul Thayer 
Dteputy Secretary o Defense 
The Hon. Cyrus R. Va nce 
Gen. John W. Vessey, Jr. • 
Chairman, /oinl Chiefs of Stall 
The Hon. Harry N. Walters 
Administrator of Veteran Affairs 
Veterans Adminis trat ion 

John W . Warner 
United States Senator 
from Virgin ia 

Public Law 96-297, signed on July 1, 1980, authorized 
VVMF to establish, on two acres of Federal park land, a 
memorial "in honor and recognition of the men and women of 
the Armed Forces of the United States who served in the 
Vietnam war". We testified before Congress that, as a 
special tribute, the names of those who died or remain 
missing in the war would be permanently listed on the , 
memorial. The only official source of these names was the 
listing compiled by the Department of Defense. Our Board 
of Directors determined that the names contained on that 
list would be those to be inscribed on the memorial. 

Gen . William C. Westmoreland, Ret. • 
Former Chief of Stall, U.S. Army 
The Hon . Joseph C. Zengerle• 

~ rved in Vietnam 

Affiliations noted for 
purpo!.es of identification only. 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, Inc. 

CORPORATE ADVISORY 
BOARD 
August A. Busch , 111 
Chairman an d President 
Anheuser-Busch Companies, Inc. 
Wayne M. Hoffman 
Chairman and Ch ief Executive Officer 
Tiger International 

John G . McElwee 
Pres ident 
John Hancock Mulual 
Life Insurance Company 
J. Richard Munro 
President 
Time. Inc. 
Ed mund T. Pratt , Jr. 
Cha irman of the Board 
Prizer. Inc. 
Lloyd N . Unsell 
Executive Vice President 
Independent Petroleum 
Association of America 

T. A. Wilson 
Chairman and Chief Execut ive Officer 
Boeing Company 

1110 Vermont Avenue, N,W,, Suite 308, Washington, D,C 20005 (202) 659-2490 
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As I have stated, VVMF is committed to rectifying 
errors and will add names to the walls of the memorial if 
they have been omitted by error. VVMF, however, can not 
make independent judgments as to whether there has been an 
error or omission. We do not have access to official 
records, nor the expertise to determine, for example, 
whether a war zone injury was the cause of a. subsequent 
death. 

Fortunately, in recognition that names might have been 
omitted by error, DOD has set up a mechanism to review 
individual cases and determine whether a name should be 
added to the DOD Vietnam casualty list. If DOD indeed adds 
a name, we will have it inscribed on the memorial. The 
point of contact in DOD to review these cases is as 
follows: 

Office of the Assistant Secretary of Def•?nse 
for Public Affairs 

Attn: Public Correspondence 
Room 2E777 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

I suggest that you send copies of all records relating 
to your brothers' death to the above address so that a full 
and complete review can be made. 

In closing, please remember that the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial honors all who served in the war - not only those 
who gave their lives. The fact that a serviceman's death 
might not have occured under such circumstances as for him 
to be officially considered a casualty of the war does not 
diminish the value or honor of his service to country. As 
we all know, military service involves dangers, and many 
brave Americans have lost their lives defending our country 
in all parts of the world and in peacetime as well as in 
wartime. 

Thank you for your letter. 

cc: Sally Kelley 

RAC/caj 

Sincerely, 

C,/~~ 
Robert A. Carter 
Executive Vice President 
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TO: AGENCY REFERRAL 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund 
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DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 
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WASHINGTON, DC. 20005 
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ID: 
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TO: 

FROM: 

181940 

LETTER, DATED OCTOBER 11, 1983 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MR. M. JAMES STOBER 
ASSISTANT TREASURER 
AO SMITH CORPORATION 
POST OFFICE BOX 584 
MILWAUKEE WI 53201 

SUBJECT: REGARDING HIS BROTHER HERBERT J. STOBER 
WHOSE NAME WAS NOT INCLUDED ON THE "MONUMENT" 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

.. . . . 
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M .JAMES STOBER 
ASSISTANT TREASURER 

The 1-bnorable Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

October 11, 1983 

I would like to take this opportunity to bring to your 
attention a matter which hopefully you will be inclined to 
help me with. In respectfully requesting your assistance in 
this matter, I am malg_Q_g__lTIY__fil:).Qea~rother 
who gave his life in service to his country in the Vietnam 
War~e most unpopular war our country has been engaged in 
during this century. I also am_making this gppeal to_you in 
my capacity as an officer of the United States Air Force who 
has served ms country faithfully for almost 20 yeqrs, and 
who trusts his country will honor and revere its fallen 
sons. Finally I appeal to you not only as the leader of my 
party, but most importantly, as a citizen to the highest 
official of this government. 

Please let me explain the situation. MY. brother, 
Sergeant 1-erbert J. Stober, of the United States Air Force, 
was killed in Ubahn, Thailand, on March 19, 1969. At the 
time of my brother's death, he was serving as a Munitions 
Specialist assigned to 4420 Combat Support Group (Operation 
Black Spot Task Force). I was completing my final year as a 
Cadet at the United States Air Force Academy. Due to my 
status, at that time, I did not pursue with the Air Force the 
particulars surrounding the accident which took my brother's 
life. The briefing I received from my Air Officer Commanding 
at the Academy simultaneous with his notification to me of my 
brother's death was that a bomb canister (CBU) my brother and 
several other crew members were loading on an AC-123 Aircraft 
somehow accidentally dropped from the equipment being 
utilized to load the munitions on the aircraft, subsequently 
causing the fatal detonation of the munitions. 

In our grief, my parents and I were not particularly 
concerned with the specific details surrounding 1-erb's 
death. We were satisfied, at the time, 1-erb's death had been 
related to his honorable and faithful service to his country 
in the time of war, and 1-erb, indeed, had in his brief life 
given everything his countrymen could ask. 

P. 0 . BOX 584 , MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 53201 • (414) 447· 47 0 4 
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In retrospect, I probably should have begun to become 
concerned with respect to the recognition my brother's acts 
were receiving by his country when my parents informed me my 
brother's grave in our family plot in Rochester, Wisconsin, 
was , not being honored in the same fashion my other bo~hood 
friends wba gave tbeir Jives in southeast Asia were being 
honored. It seems there was some confusion on Memorial day 
soon af{er 1-Erb's death, in that the local veterans group did 
not regard 1-Erb's death as a. Vietnam War death, since his 
blood was not shed on Vietnamese soil, but rather 1-Erb's life 
was lost in Thailand. At the time I consoled my parents and 
attempted to put their minds at ease by rationalizing this 
situation was precipitated due to lack of understanding on 
the part of the group of World War I and II, as well as 
Korean veterans, who somehow really didn't understand the 
circumstances of "my generations's war". 

Finally, I was heartened after years of grief and some 
bitterness, which I believe many of us who served in Vietnam 
share, when I heard the news a memorial would be erected. I 
certainly felt recognition of the sacrifices made by all who 
served, but particularly those who gave their lives during 
the Vietnam War was long overdue. Although not much 
consolation for the loss of a brother, I was thankful Herb's 
sacrifice would be remembered by his country and noted, if 
only by his name, etched in marble. 

Shortly after the monument was completed, I learned an 
associate had business that would take him to Washington. I 
gave this associate information relating to the date of my 
brother's death, and asked the associate if he would be kind 
enough, while in Washington, to seek out that particular 
place within the many names etched on those marble faces 
where 1-Erb's service and sacrifice were noted. At this 
place, I asked my associate to leave a rose on behalf of 
Herb's loved pnes. I know, Mr. President, you will 

!) sympathize with the pain, shock, anger, and disbelief I felt 

I 

when my associate returned and informed me my brother had 
been__f.o_Jg_otten. Why? An oversight? A techn!cal1ty? Surely 
an injustice! As a man of justice, principal and 
understanding, Mr. President, I pray this story will move you 
to take action. 
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For background purposes I think, Mr. President, it is 
important you be aware of the service other members of my 
family have given to our country. My father was a Marine 
during World War II. He was captured by the Japanese when 
the Phillipines fell early in the war. Having served 
yourself during that time, I know you are keenly aware of the 
atrosities endured by these men during the Bataan death 
march, and throughout their internment. My father died in a 
veterans' hospital in Milwaukee, Wisconsin in 1949 due to the 
diseases and mistreatment he suffered at the hands of the 
Japanese during his long years in captivity. To put things 
in perspective, my father, Sergeant Mell Stober, gave his 
life for his country; and his son, my brother, Sergeant Herb 
Stober, gave his life to his country; and I, Major 
M. J. Stober, must be prepared as a pilot in the United 
States Air Force Reserves, to give my life, should that be 
necessary, to my country in its defense. 

As a young boy, I was inspired by the words of the late 
President John F. Kennedy "Ask not what your country can do 
for you but rather what you can do for your country". Those 
words have always been embraced in my heart, even at my 
brother's grave site, as his final taps echoed in my ears and 
the 21 vollies throbbed my senses. Now, however, I am asking 
my country to do something, not for me, but for one of its 
fallen sons, my brother. 

My most sincere thanks and gratitude to you, 
Mr. President, in advance for your efforts in having my 
brother's name inscribed on the memorial to Vietnam Veterans 
in Washington. God bless and keep you. 

ful servant, 

~--~~ 

P.S. I have enclosed with this letter certain information and 
documents pertaining to my brother's service and death. 
Hopefully, the information provided will be of some 
value to your staff in addressing and rectifying this 
problem. 


