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A CAMPAIGN TO REMEMBER 2 ﬁ 74

\ THE UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM CAMPAIGN //:{;'
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October 7, 1985

Donald T. Regan

Chief of Staff and Assistant to the President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Regan:

At the Holocaust Remembrance Ceremony on April 30, 1981, President Reagan
said: "I am horrified that there are people now trying to say that the
Holocaust never happened."

That concern, shared by a large segment of the population of the United
States, is the reason the Congress, by unanimous vote, created the United
States Holocaust Memorial Council which is charged with the planning,
construction and oversight of a museum memorial to the eleven million
victims of the Holocaust.

The importance of the site selected for the memorial is itself a reflec-
tion of that concern: a highly visible location in the heart of historic
Washington bordered on the east by the great museums of the Smithsonian
and on the west by the Presidential memorials. That concern, that the
world will say, "the Holocaust never happened," is why I was honored to
have been selected to chair the "Campaign to Remember" for the metro-
politan Washington, D.C. area, and why I am writing to you in this regard.

While the site for the memorial was provided by our government, it must
be built and equipped by private funding. And, while the campaign is
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The enclosed materials present the story of the origins of the Council
and the Museum, and the plans for a living and teaching institution
designed to symbolize the sanctity of life, and by recalling the
Holocaust, to deepen commitment to American values of freedom and
individual dignity.

Please give your most serious consideration to a meaningful commitment to
this historic and moving undertaking. It is so important to all of us
who believe in the rights of human beings to life. I will be asking you
to join with many other citizens who are responding graciously and
generously to insure that we never forget.

1750 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Suite 303
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Washington, D.C. 20006-4502

(202) 737-5000
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1941-1943

® Massacres in Odessa, Kiev, Rovno
—93,000 dead.

e United States enters the war.

e Wannsee Conference on Nazi “Final
Solution of the Jewish Question”

¢ Einsatz Gruppen Massacre —
1Y, million Jews murdered in areas
near their homes.

® 300,000 Jews from Warsaw Ghetto
deported to Treblinka.

e German Sixth Army surrenders at
Stalingrad.

® Revolt of Jews at Warsaw Ghetto.

e Himmler orders liquidation of all
Polish Jewish ghettos.

e Jewish partisans leave Vilna Ghetto
for forest to continue resistance to
Nazis.

® Revolts at Treblinka death camp and
Bialystok Ghetto.

® United States War Crimes
Commission is established.

samedi,
PROvence 98-30.
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George F. Will
Holocaust
Museum:
Antidote for
Innocence

Americans have a habit—often cone
sidered a virtue, which it often is—of
luoking on the bright side of life. But
necasionally it is salutary to look at lhc
dark side. In a few years, Americans
will he ahle 10 do this in Washington,
adjucent to the Mall, in wwo old build-
ings the government has allocated for a
Hulocaust museum.

This decision to locate a grim, dise
turbing display amidst the Mall’s pa-
triotic and celebratory symbols may

cause controversy. But the decision is
wise,

‘The Mall, one of the world's mag-
nificent urhan spaces, is a shrine to
which Americans come as pilgrims. Its
upenness is an analogue of uur society;,
iLs vistas open feceptive minds 1o the
symmelry and temperateness of our
political arrungements.

But the Mall has no single motif. It
is surrounded by museums and monus
ments, art galleries and government of-,
fices. The latest addition to the Mall,
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, is de-
signed W remind wvisitors of somg
sobering experiences and stern values.
1t oceupies prime public land because
the government decided that it'is in

the public interest for the public ta
contemplale theie experiences and
values,

Cuvernment performs many such
pedagogic funciions, from providing
public schools to organizing patriolic
observances designed Lo arouse civie
sentiments. The government created
the Holocaust Memorial Council,
which will raise private funds for
the museum. The council already has
dune much to add the annual Days
uf Remembrance (in mid-April), the
anniversary of the liberation of
the camps, to our liturgy of civie reli-
giun.

HASHINGTON POST

Thursday, March 10, 1983

Holncaust was ocourring. ‘They refused,

-fmsumph.wbmnbuurmwmd

crematoria at Auschwitz whea 10,000

peopls wers dying there daily. Never-

mind. The museum should be an insti:
tution of understanding, not accusa:
uon. .

The theme of the Holocaust me-
morial in Jerusalem is: remember, Bub
remembrance without understanding
is betrayal It occurs when people lty
to democratize the Halocaust,

it something general, symbolic, lh'

stract and other than a Jewish catase
trophe,

Yes, before the killing of Jews be-
came systematic, the killing of the
mentally retarded was systematic In
Cermany. Yes, the Nazis killed gypales
and others. Yes, Mao and Stalin werg

much more prolific killers than Hitler®

Yes, between 1975 and 1980 the
Khmer Rouge did to Cambodia what

the Black Death did to Eumpe In the
14th century,

But we falsify and trivialize ll\\
when we bead it Lo our cune
venience, making it a symbol=of gene.
eral be&sumeu. ut whatever, It was not
a symbal; it was a {act. The fight into
such generalitiea is a finching from
this fuct: the Holocaust was directed
murderously against particulsr victims
e=Jews, Their tragedy cannot be ape
pmmud by others as & ussful metar
e, o g o o
rom an upe
dcmondinz of in

The two shattering events of modasn
pohuu wers the First World War and
The war shattered gove
emmcnu and empires, and patterns of

civility, clearing the gms\d for primle
tvisn. The Hulocaust=—=tha ssuptiva
of primitivism In the heart of our clvills

salivn—~overturned the ides that there
are limiw o evil,

What is life like whea Lived beyond s
‘sanss of limite? You sould tell Gom the
smoks the sort of persons consumed ia
the umﬂwmu ul.uub-

Butm:houldsuu. .
tlly solt rcguhh: is threatensd by the

.imbtluyotmmummhnd

how radically the untamed worlde

i ot puderas svegiy of B o
linw savagery
vdu—dﬂ(mfmthuni\dupcd
snces and assumpti

‘mﬂdmumhaldu
the epicsater uf uur cullective life, can
he a mind-upening semindsr wf the
furies beyund wur shures. The museum
is needed because nukthing in natuce is
more rmuhhlc.otdm;mm

the recuperative puwes of innocence in
8 liberal saciety. . ,





