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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 3, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: JOHN M. POINDEXTERut~ 

SUBJECT: OPSAIL Backgrounder and Talking Points 

Twenty-two tall ships will participate in the OPSAIL 86 parade 
July 4 which you and President Mitterrand will review from 
Governor's Island. This event will come just before your 
bilateral meeting and luncheon with Mitterrand. At Tab A are 
contingency talking points for use during the OPSAIL review with 
Mitterrand. At Tab Bis a lovely book providing background and 
pictures of the magnificent ships. 

Two previous OPSAILs have been held, one in 1964 and another in 
1976 to celebrate our Bicentennial. The OPSAIL 86 fleet 
represents the largest gathering of sailing ships in history and 
consists of 285 vessels from 31 countries. The crews are 
predominately young people who have made this a celebration of 
international goodwill and unity. OPSAIL 86 commemorates the 
themes of freedom and liberty, symbolized by our own Statue of 
Liberty. 

The U.S. Coast Guard "EAGLE" will lead the ships in the parade. 
The "EAGLE", America's most famous tall ship, was built in 
Germany in 1936, turned over to the U.S. after WWII, and now 
serves as a USCG training vessel. Manned by a crew of 220, it is 
295' long, has a 147' mast and a teak-covered deck. The French 
ship, the "BELEM", will be fifth in line initially, but will lead 
the parade when it returns back up the river. The "BELEM", a 
steel hulled bark, was built 90 years ago to haul cocoa and 
sugar. Manned by a crew of 70, it is 170' long and sports a 113 ' 
mast. 

Recommendation 

OK No 

QL_ 
Attachments 

That you draw on the talking points at Tab A 
and peruse the OPSAIL book at Tab B. 

Tab A Suggested Talking Points /) \ 
Tab B OPSAIL Book (Noc Kei:u~ F f'Ah-./ 

Prepared by: 
Tyrus w. Cobb 



4985 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 3, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: JOHN M. POINDEXTER {)lf 
SUBJECT: OPSAIL Backgrounder d Points 

Twenty-two tall ships will partx ipate in the OPSAIL 86 parade 
July 4 which you and President Mitterrand will review from 
Governor's Island. This even will come just before your 
bilateral meeting and lunche n with Mitterrand. At Tab A are 
contingency talking points or use during the OPSAIL review with 
Mitterrand. At Tab Bis lovely book providing background and 
pictures of the magnificent ships. 

Two previous OPSAILs h ve been held, one in 1964 and another in 
1976 to celebrate our Bicentennial. The OPSAIL 86 fleet 
represents the large t gathering of sailing ships in history and 
consists of 285 ves, els from 31 countries. The crews are 
predominately young people who have made this a celebration of 
international goo will and unity. OPSAIL 86 commemorates the 
the~.e f freedo and liberty, symbolized by our own Statue of 
Libl:/ 

The U.S. Coas Guard "EAGLE" will lead the ships in the parade. 
The "EAGLE", erica's most famous tall ship, was built in 
Germany in 36, turned over to the U.S. after WWII, and now 
serves as USCG training vessel. Manned by a crew of 220, it is 
295' long, has a 147' mast and a teak-covered deck. The French 
ship, the 'BELEM", will be fifth in line initially, but will lead 
the para when it returns back up the river. The "BELEM", a 
steel h led bark, was built 90 years ago to haul cocoa and 
sugar. Manned by a crew of 70, it is@ 170' long and sports a 
113' mast. 

Recommendation 

OK No 

Attachments 

That you draw on the talking points at Tab A 
and peruse the OPSAIL book at Tab B. 

Tab A Suggested Talking Points 
Tab B OPSAIL Book 

Prepared by: 
Tyrus W. Cobb 
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Twenty-two tall ships 1 partic' ·n the OPSAIL 86 parade 
July 4 which you and resident Mit will review from 
Governor's Island. At Tab A are~l¼Ef-ete-fH::eE~talking points~ 
yon :n,e:y wish to draw on ~h:ould yeu l½ave ~he epporlunity •Lo t:alk. 
with Mitterrand, ana his party. At Tab Bis a lovely book 
providing background and pictures of the magnificent ships. 

Two previous OPSAILs have been held, one in 1964 and another in 
1976 to celebrate our Centennial. The OPSAIL 86 fleet represents 
the largest gathering of sailing ships in history and consists of 
285 vessels from 31 countries. The crews are predominately young 
people who have made this a celebration of international goodwill 
and unity. OPSAIL 86 commemorates the themes of freedom and 
liberty, symbolized by our own Statue of Libery. 

~ fW,t i{o ~ t/.J. ~ tJtJ~J 
The U.S. Coast G~ar EAGLE" will lead the ilbips in the parade. 
The "EAGLE", Amer·ca's most famous tall ship, was built in 
Germany in 193~and now serves as a USCG training vessel. Manned 
by a crew of 2LO, it is 295' long, has a 147' mast and a teak­
covered deck. The French ship, the "BELEM", will be fifth in 
line initially, but will lead the parade when it returns back up 
the river. The "BELEM", a steel hulled bark, was built 90 years 
ago to haul cocoa and sugar. Manned by a crew of 70, it is a 
170' long and sports a 113' mast. 

Recommendation 

OK No 

That you draw on the talking points at Tab A 
and peruse the OPSAIL book at Tab B. 

Attachments 
Tab A Suggested Talking Points 
Tab B OPSAIL Book 

Prepared by: 
Tyrus W. Cobb 



OPSA~L TALKING POINTS 

LARGEST PARADE OF TALL SHIPS. TWENTY-TWO 
REPRESENTING 19 COUNTRIES. OPSAIL DEMONSTRATION 
OF INTERNATIONAL GOODWILL. COMMEMORATES THEMES 
OF LIBERTY AND FREEDOM. STATUE OF LIBERTY 
PERFECT SYMBOL. 

AS MANY AS 40,000 VESSELS HERE TODAY. 
UNDERSTAND TWO FRENCH DESTROYERS & HELICOPTER 
CARRIER INCLUDED. 

"BELEM" IS A BEAUTIFUL SHIP. HEARD WAS ✓ 
BUILT 90 YRS AGO. UNDE!&AND WILL LEAD PARADE 
BACK. 
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OPSAIL TALKING POINTS 

LARGEST PARADE OF TALL SHIPS ·. TWENTY-TWO 
REPRESENTING 19 COUNTRIES. OPSAIL DEMONSTRATION 
OF INTERNATIONAL GOODWILL. COMMEMORATES THEMES 
OF LIBERTY AND FREEDOM. STATUE OF LIBERTY 
PERFECT SYMBOL. 

AS MANY AS 40,000 VESSELS HERE TODAY. 
UNDERSTAND TWO FRENCH DESTROYERS & HELICOPTER 
CARRIER INCLUDED. 

"BELEM" IS A BEAUTIFUL SHIP. HEARD WAS 
BUILT 90 YRS AGO. UNDERSTAND WILL LEAD PARADE 
BACK. 
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TALKING POINTS 

This is the largest parade of tall ships ever assembled. 

Twenty-two ships from all over the world (19 countries) are 

in the formal parade. 

OPSAIL represents dramatic demonstration of international 

goodwill and unity. Commemorates themes of liberty and 

freedom. 

I am told there are as many as 40,000 vessels in the rivers 

and harbor today, from the Queen Elizabeth II and the 

aircraft carrier John F. Kennedy to the smallest row boat. 

Understand two French destroyers and a helicopter carrier 

are among the 40,000. 

The "BELEM" is a beautiful ship. Heard it was built 90 

years ago. I understand she will lead the parade when they 

come back up river. 

Statue of Liberty perfect symbol of this magnificent day. 
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ACTION July 2, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN M. POINDEXTER 

FROM: TYRUS W. COBB~ SIGNED 
SUBJECT: OPSAIL Backgrounder and Talking Points 

Attached at Tab I is a memorandum from you to the President 
forwarding background information, including a book, on 
OPSAIL 86. Suggested talking points the President may wish to 
use during the parade of tall ships are attached at Tab A. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign and forward the memo to the President at Tab I. 

Approve Disapprove 

f ?,1/ j,,, ,,✓ 4 d . 
Michae'~ concurs. 

Attachments 
Tab I Memo to the President 

Tab A Suggested Talking Points 
Tab B OPSAIL Book 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHI N GTON 

July 2, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: JOHN M.~XTER 

SUBJECT: OPSAIL Backgrounder and Ta Points 

Twenty-two tall ships will participate in the OPSAIL 86 parade 
July 4 which you and President Mitterrand will review from 
Governor's Island. This event will come just before your 
bilateral meeting and luncheon wit Mitterrand. At Tab A are 
contingency talking points for use during the OPSAIL review with 
Mitterrand. At Tab Bis a lovely book providing background and 
pictures of the magnificent ships. 

Two previous OPSAILs have been held, one in 1964 and another in 
1976 to celebrate our Centennial. The OPSAIL 86 fleet represents 
the largest gathering of sailing ships in history and consists of 
285 vessels from 31 countries. The crews are predominately young 
people who have made this a celebration of international goodwill 
and unity. OPSAIL 86 commemorates the them~~f--{reedom and 
liberty, symbolized by our own Statue of LiL/ 

The U.S. Coast Guard" AGLE" will lead the ships in the parade. 
The "EAGLE", America' most famous tall ship, was built in 
Germany in 1936, tur , dover to the U.S. after WWII, and now 
serves as a USCG tr ning vessel. Manned by a crew of 220, it is 
295' long, has a 14 'mast and a teak-covered deck. The French 
ship, the "BELEM", will be fifth in line initially, but will lead 
the parade when i returns back up the river. The "BELEM", a 
steel hulled bar, was built 90 years~ o to haul cocoa and 
sugar. Manned a crew of 70, it is a 170' long and sports a 
113' mast. 

Recommendation 

OK No 

That you draw on the talking points at Tab A 
and peruse the OPSAIL book at Tab B. 

Attachments 
Tab A Suggested Talking Points 
Tab B OPSAIL Book 

Prepared by: 
Tyrus w. Cobb 

cc Vice President 
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Twenty-two tall ships will partic t ate in the OPSAIL 86 
parade July 4 which you and Pr es ~flent Mitterrand will review 
from Governor's Island. This event will come just before 
your bilateral meeting and lune eon with Mitterrand. ftat Tab 
A are contingency talking poi f s for use during the OPSAIL 
review with Mitterrand. At Tnb Bis a lovely book providing 
background and pictures of the magnificent ships. 

Two previous OPSAILs have b en held, one in 1964 and another 
in 1976 to celebrate our C ntennial. The OPSAIL 86 fleet 
represents the largest gather i ng of sailing ships in history 
and consists of 285 vessels from 31 countries. The crews 
are predominantly young people who have made this a 
celebration of international goodwill and unity. OPSAIL 86 
commemorates the themes of freedom and liberty, symbolized 
by our own Statue of Liberty. 

The U.S. Coast Guard "EAGLE" will lead the ships in the 
parade. The "EAGLE", America's most famous tall ship, was 
built in Germany in ~ 36, turned over to the U.S. after 
WWII, and now serve~ USCG training vessel. Manned by a 
crew of 220, it is 295' long, has a 147' mast and a 
teak-covered deck. The French ship, the "BELEM", will be 
fifth in line init'ally, but will lead the parade when it 
turns back up the iver. The "BELEM", a steel hulled bark, 
was built 90 years ago to haul cocoa and sugar. Manned by a 
crew of 70, it is 70' long and sports a 113' mast. 

Recommendation 

OK No 

Attachments 

That you draw on the talking points at 
Tab A and peruse the OPSAIL book at Tab 
B. 

Tab A Suggested talking points 
Tab B OPSAIL book 

Prepared by: 
Tyrus w. Cobb 
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WAS HIN G T ON 

July 2 , 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: JOHN M. \~EXTER 

SUBJECT: OPSAIL Backgrounder and Talking Points 

Twenty-two tall ships will p~rticipate in the OPSAIL 86 
parade July 4 which you and President Mitterrand will review 
from Governor's Island. This event will come just before 
your bilateral meeting and luncheon with Mitterrand. At Tab 
A are contingency talking points for use during the OPSAIL 
review with Mitterrand. At Tab Bis a lovely book providing 
background and pictures of the magnificent ships. 

~ - .• ! 
Two previous OPSAILs have been held, one in 1964 and another 
in 1976 to celebrate our Centennial. The OPSAIL 86 fleet 
represents the largest gathering of sailing ships in history 
and consists of 285 vessels from 31 countries. The crews 
are predominantly young people who have made this a 
celebration of international goodwill and unity. OPSAIL 86 
commemorates the themes of freedom and liberty, symbolized 
by our own Statue of Liberty. 

The U.S. Coast Guard "EAGLE" will lead the ships in the 
parade. The "EAGLE", America s most famous tall ship, was 
built in Germany in 1936, turned over to the U.S. after 
WWII, and now serves as a USCG training vessel. Manned by a 
crew of 220, it is 295' long, has a 147' mast and a 
teak-covered deck. The Frenc ship, the "BELEM", will be 
fifth in line initially, but i ll lead the parade when it 
turns back up the river. The ''BELEM", a steel hulled bark, 
was built 90 years ago to haul cocoa and sugar. Manned by a 
crew of 70, it is 170' long and sports a 113' mast. 

Recommendation 

OK No 

Attachments 

That you dLaw on the talking points at 
Tab A and peruse the OPSAIL book at Tab 
B. 

Tab A Suggested talking poi nts 
Tab B OPSAIL book 

Prepared by: 
Tyrus W. Cobb 

cc Vice President 
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