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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: JOHN M. POINDEXTERDK) 6(

SUBJECT: 5
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contingency talking points for use during the OPSAIL review with
Mitterrand. At Tab B is a lovely book providing background and
pictures of the magnificent ships.
Two previous OPSAILs have been held, one in 1964 and another in
1976 to celebrate our Bicentennial. The OPSAIL 86 fleet
represents the largest gathering of sailing ships in history and
consists of 285 vessels from 31 countries. The crews are
predominately young people who have made this a celebration of
international goodwill and unity. OPSAIL 86 commemorates the
themes of freedom and liberty, symbolized by our own Statue of
Liberty.
The U.S. Coast Guard "EAGLE" will lead the ships in the parade.
The "EAGLE", America's most famous tall ship, was built in
Germany in 1936, turned over to the U.S. after WWII, and now
serves as a USCG training vessel. Manned by a crew of 220, it is
295' long, has a 147' mast and a teak-covered deck. The French
ship, the "BELEM", will be fifth in line initially, but will lead
the parade when it returns back up the river. The "BELEM", a
steel hulled bark, was built 90 years ago to haul cocoa and
sugar. Manned by a crew of 70, it is 170' long and sports a 113°
mast.
Recommendation
OK No

gzgz That you draw on the talking points at Tab A

and peruse the OPSAIL book at Tab B.

Attachments
Tab A Suggested Talking Points

Tab B OPSAIL Book (Mo‘l" 1 turealen 7§, ﬂu,,)

Prepared by:
Tyrus W. Cobb



4985

MEMORA
FROM:
SUBJEC ‘oints
Twenty 'SAIL 86 parade
July 4 ‘eview from
Govern 1fore your
bilate At Tab A are
contin 'SAIL review with
Mitter 1 background and
pictur
Two pr: . and another in
1976 t 86 fleet
repres: 's in history and
consis crews are
predom celebration of
intern. memorates the
themes * own Statue of
Libegry
The U.! . in the parade.
The "E. s built in
German: WII, and now
serves rew of 220, it is
295" 1« ck. The French
ship, - ly, but will lead
the pa: 'he "BELEM", a
steel 1 1 cocoa and
sugar. _ . « - - ---9 and sports a
113' mast.
Recommendation
OK No

That you draw on the talking points at Tab A

and peruse the OPSAIL book at Tab B.
Attachments
Tab A Suggested Talking Points
Tab B OPSAIL Book

Prepared by:
Tyrus W. Cobb






AJAVAIYNT LA W ALLIVL W

- LARGEST PARADE OF TALL SHIPS. TWENTY- ../O
REPRESENTING 19 COUNTRIES. OPSAIL DEMONSTRATION
OF INTERNATIONAL GOODWILL. COMMEMORATES THEMES
OF LIBERTY AND FREEDOM. STATUE OF LIBERTY
PERFECT SYMBOL.

- AS MANY AS 40,000 VESSELS HERE TODAY,
UNDERSTAND TWO FRENCH DESTROYERS & HELICOPTER
CARRIER INCLUDED.

- "BELEM" IS A BEAUT™™UL SHIP. HEARD WAS
BUILT 90 YRS AGO. UNDE AND WILL LEAD PARADE
BACK.







OPSAIL TALKING POINTS

- LARGEST PARADE OF TALL SHIPS. TWENTY-TWO
REPRESENTING 19 COUNTRIES. OPSAIL DEMONSTRATION
OF INTERNATIONAL GOODWILL. COMMEMORATES THEMES
OF LIBERTY AND FREEDOM. STATUE OF LIBERTY |
PERFECT SYMBOL. i

-- AS MANY AS 40,000 VESSELS HERE TODAY. ‘
UNDERSTAND TWO FRENCH DESTROYERS & HELICOPTER
CARRIER INCLUDED.

- "BELEM" IS A BEAUTIFUL SHIP. HEARD WAS
BUILT 90 YRS AGO. UNDERSTAND WILL LEAD PARADE
BACK.
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TALKING POINTS

This is the largest parade of tall ships ever assembled.
Twenty-two ships from all over the world (19 countries) are

in the formal parade.

OPSAIL represents dramatic demonstration of international
goodwill and unity. Commemorates themes of liberty and

freedom.

I am told there are as many as 40,000 vessels in the rivers

and harbor today, from the Queen Elizabeth II and the

aircraft carrier John F. Kennedy to the smallest row boat.

Understand two French destroyers and a helicopter carrier

are among the 40,000.
The "BELEM" is a beautiful ship. Heard it was built 90
years ago. I understand she will lead the parade when they

come back up river.

Statue of Liberty perfect symbol of this magnificent day.
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ACTION July 2, 1986

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN M. POINDEXTER

FROM: TYRUS W. COBBfﬁulzz//

SUBJECT: OPSAIL Backgrounder and Talking Points

Attached at Tab I is a memorandum from you to the President
forwarding background information, including a book, on

OPSAIL 86. Suggested talking points the President may wish to
use during the parade of tall ships are attached at Tab A.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign and forward the memo to the President at Tab I.

Approve Disapprove

4%1%%

Attachments

Tab I Memo to the President
Tab A Suggested Talking Points
Tab B OPSAIL Book
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National Security Council
The White House

System #
Package #
~O0CLOG,

SEQUENCETO HAS SFEN
Bob Pearson [

Rodney McDaniel
Don Fortier

Paul Thompson
Florence Gantt
John Poindexter
Rodney McDaniel
NSC Secretariat

Situation Room

Action R)= Retain D = Dispatch N = No further Action

c«c: VP Regan Buchanan Other

COMMENTS Should be seen by:
(Date/Time)
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