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RECOMMENDATION
That you sign the memo at Tab I to rwarding our suggested
additions to the President's Statue or wLiperty speech.
Approve Disapprove
Michael CZZ;ZEf;%eﬁéurs.
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508

June 24, 1986

MEMORANDUM FOR TONY DOLAN

FROM: RODNEY B. McDANIEL g,;

SUBJECT: Additions to the Statue of Liberty Speech
Attached are suggested additions to Tony's excellent draft of the
President's "Statue of Liberty" remarks. Our recommended

additions draw attention to France's special role in conceiving
of and presenting the statue to the United States.

Attachment
Tab A Suggested Additions to the Statue of Liberty Speech

cc: David Chew



Tonight we begin this celebration of two magnificant events: the
birth of American independence, 210 years ago, and the 100th
anniversary of the Statue of Liberty. The statue, like the
declaration of America's independence, was the product of a
remarkable group of people: Auguste Bartholdi, the sculptor;
Gustave Eiffel, the architect; and Edouard de Laboulaye, the

man who conceived the lea of the statue and who did not rest

until he was able to bring his dream to fruition.

To these men, the Statue of Liberty was a gift from the people of
France to the people of the United States. 1In the 100 years
since, that gift has come to symbolize much more than the
historic friendship between our two nations. The statue reflects
the yearning to live free that is the common bond of all men and
women in all parts of our globe. Now, a hundred years later,
many of the elements of that original gift live on: France and
the United States continue to serve as beacons to the world for
their shared values of democracy and liberty. Like the original
project for the construction of the statue, the tremendous effort
to refurbish and rededicate the statue has been a private
initiative, in keeping with the French and American traditions of
individual liberty and enterprise. And, finally, we have with us
today Francois de Laboulaye, a former Ambassador from France to
the United States and a great-grandson of Edouard de Ladoulaye
who has been instrumental in organizing this celebration. Just
as the original gift of the statue affirmed the friendship
between our two countries, the rededication of the statue will

reaffirm our continued common commitment to liberty.
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Dear Tom:

I hear there's some feeling that the remarks be shorter. I think
this would be a mistake. It's not just that I like Tony's speech
as it is now. I think it's actually important that the speech
not be too short, that it is felt to be substantial. Otherwise,
I'm afraid, the press will take the attitude that the President
is being run by his advance men; that the ceremony is all glitz,
and no substance.

I believe the American people would be disappointed, as well.

Too much is made of Americans' short attention spans. They've
been looking forward to this event for months. They want the
glitz, sure, but they also want to spend some time with Ronald
Reagan, to hear him talk to them about America, about what it all
means. They don't want him to just zip by in the parade.

Well, just my thoughts. As the speech is now, I think it will
beautifully cap what should be a glorious evening.



NOTED BY DTR

Dear Mr. Regan,

Josh's views were unsolicited; he left me this
note he sent to Tom Dawson. He makes a couple of
excellent points.

By the way, anything can be cut and every writer
loves his copy too much. And the fella running this
department (of all people) better keep his objectivity.

So that's very much in mind.

Still in all, I know you never mind hearing from
one of your NCOs. I just think it's part of my job
to point out the difference between 6 or 7 minutes
and 10 minutes in an event like this is not incremental,
it's quantum. People will be disappointed if Ronald
Reagan fits into the show; if he doesn't carpe diem.
David Wolper, above all, should understand this.

Let him visualize it: the four workers on stage, the
emotional words to Mitterand, the quotes from the
immigrants and Harry Truman and, above all, Ronald
Reagan's words (not some speechwriters') about America
i.e., the Arabella, mysticism.etc.

After an incredible three weeks, RR sums it all

up and puts DW in the history books. He should go




‘or that.

Anyway, a lot of people (mosfﬂ won't be watching

the show; the networks will be cutting to the President.
10 minutes is hardly a long talk. Not by a long
shot.

Been doin this for a while and on length I'm fairly
certain about my instincts -- you may remember the
National Review dinner and 0SS and a bunch of
others saw the same discussion and they all came
off with a bang.

By the way, the lighting of the torch remarks
do need a second look. They're brief enough but
the poem is long and difficult; he shouldn't
do it. Anyway, he should be reading his own stuff
not a part assigned to him like everybody else
in the show,

Thanks for the hearing. It's great to be

part of an outfit where even the gunny gets his say

Best,

P.S. We're having a ball-here; come see us.

with the CO.
















