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It is how we like to think of America; and it is good to
know that even during her restoration -- Miss Liberty is still
giving life and meaning to the dream that brought her to us, the
dream of a new world where old antagonisms and ancient
animosities could be cast aside, where people of every nation
could live together as one.

It is especially fitting that this lesson should be relived
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creatures stands with us in the light of 1liberty -- a light that,
as it has for 2 centuries, will shortly cast its glow upon her
and upon us; keeping faith with a dream of long ago and -- we
.dare to hope =-- guiding millions still to a future of peace and
freedom.

Thank you and God bless you.







July 2, 1986

Ms. Kim White

Room 111 1/2

White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Ms. White:

As a follow-up to your telephone conversation with Dennis
Bilger of our staff, we are sending you a copy of Harry S.
Truman's letter to Bess Wallace, dated April 24, 1919, from
Camp Mills, Long Island to Independence, Missouri.

We hope this information is useful to you.

[ 1 ORI, R

BENEDLCYT K. %40BR1ST
Director

Enclosure
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(DOLAN) JULY 3, 1986

LIGHTING OF THE STATUE OF LIBERTY L
GOVERNOR'S ISLAND o
NEW YORK, NEW YORK

PRESIDENT AND MADAME MITTERRAND,
MY FELLOW AMERICANS. THE IRON WORKERS FROM
NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY WHO CAME HERE TO
BEGIN RESTORATION WORK WERE AT FIRST PUZZLED
AND A BIT PUT OFF TO SEE FOREIGN WORKERS --
CRAFTSMEN FROM FRANCE -- ARRIVE,
(JHON) (We-ARE), THE LEADER OF THE FRENCH
WORKERS, SAID HIS COUNTRYMEN UNDERSTOOD,
AFTER ALL, HE ASKED, HOW WOULD FRENCHMEN
FEEL IF AMERICANS SHOWED UP TO HELP RESTORE
THE EIFFEL TOWER?

BUT AS THEY CAME TO KNOW EACH OTHER --
THESE FRENCHMEN AND AMERICANS -- AFFECTIONS
GREW; AND SO TOO DID PERSPECTIVES,
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THE AMERICANS WERE REMINDED THAT MISS
LIBERTY, LIKE THE MANY MILLIONS SHE HAS
WELCOMED TO THESE SHORES, IS ORIGINALLY OF
FOREIGN BIRTH -- THE GIFT OF WORKERS,
FARMERS AND SHOPKEEPERS WHO DONATED HUNDREDS
OF THOUSANDS OF FRANCS TO SEND HER HERE,
THEY WERE THE ORDINARY PEOPLE OF FRANCE --
THIS STATUE CAME FROM THEIR POCKETS;
AND FROM THEIR HEARTS,

THE FRENCH WORKERS TOO MADE
DISCOVERIES, MONSIEUR (We-ARE), FOR EXAMPLE,
NORMALLY LIVES IN A 150-YEAR-OLD COTTAGE IN
A SMALL FRENCH TOWN, BUT FOR THE LAST YEAR
HE HAS BEEN RIDING THE SUBWAY THROUGH
BROOKLYN, A STUDY IN CONTRASTS, HE SAYS;
CONTRASTS INDEED, BUT HE HAS ALSO TOLD THE
NEWSPAPERS THAT HE AND HIS COUNTRYMEN
LEARNED SOMETHING ELSE AT LIBERTY ISLAND,



-3 -
FOR THE FIRST TIME, THEY WORKED IN PROXIMITY
WITH AMERICANS OF JEWISH, BLACK, ITALIAN,
IRISH, RUSSIAN, POLISH, AND INDIAN
BACKGROUNDS. FASCINATING, HE SAID, TO SEE
DIFFERENT ETHNIC AND NATIONAL TYPES WORK AND
LIVE SO WELL TOGETHER,

IT IS HOW WE LIKE TO THINK OF AMERICA;
AND IT IS GOOD TO KNOW THAT MISS LIBERTY IS
STILL GIVING LIFE TO THE DREAM THAT BROUGHT
HER TO US, THE DREAM OF A NEW WORLD WHERE
OLD ANTAGONISMS COULD BE CAST ASIDE AND
PEOPLE OF EVERY NATION COULD LIVE TOGETHER
AS ONE,

IT IS ESPECIALLY FITTING THAT THIS
LESSON SHOULD BE RELIVED AND RELEARNED HERE
BY AMERICANS AND FRENCHMEN,

PRESIDENT MITTERRAND, THE FRENCH AND
AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE FORGED A SPECIAL
FRIENDSHIP OVER THE COURSE OF TWO CENTURIES,
IN THE 1700's, FRANCE WAS THE MIDWIFE OF OUR
LIBERTY,

e g Y e A e et
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IN TWO WORLD WARS, AMERICA STOOD WITH FRANCE
AS SHE FOUGHT FOR HER LIFE -- AND FOR
CIVILIZATION. AND TODAY, MR, PRESIDENT,
WITH INFINITE GENTLENESS YOUR COUNTRYMEN
TEND THE FINAL RESTING PLACES -- MARKED NOW
BY ROWS OF WHITE CROSSES AND STARS --
OF MORE THAN 60,000 AMERICANS WHO REMAIN ON
FRENCH SOIL, A REMINDER SINCE THE DAYS OF
LAFAYETTE OF OUR MUTUAL STRUGGLES AND
SACRIFICES FOR FREEDOM, SO TONIGHT,
AS WE CELEBRATE THE FRIENDSHIP OF OUR TWO
NATIONS, WE ALSO PRAY: MAY IT EVER BE SO,
GOD BLESS AMERICA, VIVE LA FRANCE,

AND YET, MY FELLOW AMERICANS, IT IS NOT
ONLY THE FRIENDSHIP OF TWO PEOPLES BUT THE
FRIENDSHIP OF ALL PEOPLES THAT BRINGS US
HERE TONIGHT, WE CELEBRATE SOMETHING MORE
THAN THE RESTORATION OF THIS STATUE’S
PHYSICAL GRANDEUR,
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ANOTHER WORKER HERE, SCOTT ARONSEN, A MARBLE
RESTORER -- HAS PUT IT WELL: "I GREW UP IN
BROOKLYN AND NEVER WENT TO THE STATUE OF
LIBERTY, BUT WHEN I FIRST WALKED IN THERE
TO WORK, THERE’S THIS FEELING I CAN'T
DESCRIBE. I THOUGHT ABOUT MY GRANDFATHERS
COMING THROUGH HERE,”

AND WHICH OF US DOES NOT THINK OF OTHER
GRANDFATHERS AND GRANDMOTHERS -- FROM SO
MANY PLACES AROUND THE GLOBE -- FOR WHOM
THIS STATUE WAS THAT FIRST GLIMPSE OF
AMERICA, THAT FIRST CHANCE AT THEIR DREAMS,

“SHE WAS SILHOUETTED VERY CLEAR,”

ONE OF THEM WROTE ABOUT STANDING ON DECK AS
THEIR SHIP ENTERED NEW YORK HARBOR,

“WE PASSED HER VERY SLOWLY, OF COURSE WE
HAD TO LOOK UP, SHE WAS BEAUTIFUL.”
ANOTHER TALKED OF HOW ALL THE PASSENGERS
RUSHED TO ONE SIDE OF THE BOAT FOR A FIRST
LOOK AT THEIR NEW HOME -- AND AT HER,
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“EVERYBODY WAS CRYING. THE WHOLE BOAT BENT
TOWARD HER,.."” “SHE WAS BEAUTIFUL WITH THE
EARLY MORNING LIGHT.”

TO MILLIONS RETURNING HOME, ESPECIALLY
FROM FOREIGN WARS, SHE WAS ALSO SPECIAL,
A YOUNG WORLD WAR I CAPTAIN OF ARTILLERY
DESCRIBED HOW, ON A TROOPSHIP RETURNING FROM
FRANCE, EVEN THE MOST HARD-BITTEN VETERAN
HAD TROUBLE BLINKING BACK THE TEARS.
“I'VE NEVER SEEN ANYTHING THAT LOOKED SO
GOOD,* THAT DOUGHBOY, HARRY TRUMAN,
WROTE TO HIS FIANCEE, BESS, BACK IN
INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI, “AS THE LIBERTY LADY
IN NEW YORK HARBOR,,.”

AND THAT IS WHY TONIGHT -- WE CELEBRATE
MISS LIBERTY, THIS MOTHER OF EXILES WHO
LIFTS HER LIGHT BESIDE THE GOLDEN DOOR,
THIS SYMBOL OF AMERICA, THIS VISION OF ALL
THAT WE ARE AND WISH TO BE.
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I WONDER HOW MANY OF YOU HAVE SEEN THE
PICTURE OF ANOTHER WORKER HERE -- A TOOL
BELT AROUND HIS WAIST -- BALANCED ON A
NARROW METAL ROD OF SCAFFOLDING, LEANING
OVER TO PLACE A KISS ON THE WEATHERED COPPER
FOREHEAD OF MISS LIBERTY, AND TONY SORACI,
THE GRANDSON OF IMMIGRANT ITALIANS, SAID IT
WAS SOMETHING HE WAS PROUD TO DO;

"+ SOMETHING TO TELL MY GRANDCHILDREN,”

ROBERT KEARNEY FEELS THE SAME WAY,

AT WORK ON THE STATUE AFTER A SERIOUS
ILLNESS, HE GAVE $10,000 WORTH OF
COMMEMORATIVE PINS TO THOSE WHO VISITED
HERE. PART OF THE REASON, HE SAYS,

WAS AN EARLIER CONSTRUCTION JOB OVER IN
HOBOKEN, AND HIS FRIEND NAMED BLACKIE,

THEY COULD SEE THE HARBOR FROM THE BUILDING
THEY WERE WORKING ON., AND EVERY MORNING
BLACKIE WOULD LOOK OVER THE WATER,

GIVE A SALUTE AND SAY, "THAT’s MY GAL.”
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TRUTH IS: SHE’'s EVERYBODY’s GAL.
WE SOMETIMES FORGET THAT EVEN THOSE WHO CAME
HERE FIRST TO SETTLE THE NEW LAND WERE ALSO
STRANGERS., I HAVE SPOKEN BEFORE OF THE SHIP
ARABELLA -- A VESSEL THAT CARRIED SOME OF
THE FIRST SETTLERS TO MASSACHUSETTS BAY,
AS THEY HUDDLED ON DECK -- JOHN WINTHROP THE
FIRST GOVERNOR OF MASSACHUSETTS REMINDED HIS
FELLOW PURITANS THAT ALL THE EYES OF THE
WORLD WERE UPON THEM, THAT THEY MUST KEEP
FAITH WITH THEIR GOD, THAT THEY MUST BE A
LIGHT UNTO THE NATIONS, A CITY UPON A HILL,
SOME HAVE CALLED IT MYSTICISM OR
ROMANTICISM, BUT I’'VE ALWAYS THOUGHT THAT A
PROVIDENTIAL HAND HAD SOMETHING TO DO WITH
THE FOUNDING OF THIS COUNTRY,
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THAT GOD HAD HIS REASONS FOR PLACING THIS
LAND HERE BETWEEN THE TWO GREAT OCEANS --
TO BE FOUND BY A CERTAIN KIND OF PEOPLE,
THAT WHATEVER CORNER OF THE WORLD THEY CAME
FROM THERE WOULD BE IN THEIR HEARTS A
FERVENT LOVE OF FREEDOM AND A SPECIAL KIND
OF COURAGE, THE COURAGE TO UPROOT THEMSELVES
AND THEIR FAMILIES, TRAVEL GREAT DISTANCES
TO A FOREIGN SHORE AND BUILD THERE A NEW
WORLD OF PEACE AND FREEDOM. AND HOPE,

HOPE, LINCOLN SPOKE. ABOUT IT,
I TOLD THE STORY RECENTLY, HE HAD JUST LEFT
THE HOMETOWN HE WOULD NEVER SEE AGAIN ON HIS
WAY TO TAKE UP THE DUTIES OF THE PRESIDENCY
AND BRING AMERICA THROUGH A TERRIBLE CIVIL
WAR, AT EACH STOP ON HIS LONG TRAIN RIDE TO
WASHINGTON, THE NEWS GREW WORSE: THE NATION
WAS DIVIDING; HIS OWN LIFE WAS IN GREAT
PERIL; HE WOULD NOT MAKE IT SAFELY TO THE
CAPITAL,
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ON HE PUSHED, UNDAUNTED, AND IN
PHILADELPHIA HE GAVE A SPEECH IN
INDEPENDENCE HALL WHERE 85 YEARS EARLIER THE
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE HAD BEEN SIGNED,
HIS BIOGRAPHERS TELL US HE SPOKE WITH GREAT
FEELING, THAT HE TRACED ALL HIS POLITICAL
IDEAS BACK TO THAT DOCUMENT. HE NOTED THAT
MUCH MORE HAD BEEN ACHIEVED THERE THAN JUST
INDEPENDENCE FROM GREAT BRITAIN, IT WAS,

HE SAID, “HOPE TO THE WORLD FOR ALL FUTURE
TIME.”
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HOPE TO THE WORLD FOR ALL FUTURE
TIME -- THAT IS THE COMMON THREAD,
THE TIE THAT BINDS US TO THOSE CROWDED FOR
A WORSHIP SERVICE ON THE DECK OF THE
ARABELLA, TO BELEAGUERED FARMERS AND
LANDOWNERS SIGNING THE DECLARATION IN A HOT
PHILADELPHIA HALL; TO LINCOLN ON A TRAIN --
LONELY, BROODING BUT READY TO GUIDE HIS
PEOPLE THROUGH THE CONFLAGRATION; TO ALL THE
MILLIONS CROWDED INTO THE HULLS AND STEERAGE
WHO PASSED THIS LADY AND WEPT AT THE SIGHT
OF HER; AND TO THOSE WHO HAVE WORKED HERE IN
THE SCAFFOLDING WITH THEIR HANDS -- AND WITH
THEIR LOVE -- (sHoN} (we-ARE), SCOTT
ARONSEN, TONY SORACI, ROBERT KEARNEY AND SO
MANY OTHERS. AMONG THEM AND WITH THEM; TO
ALL OF THEM TONIGHT WE ARE BOUND.
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WE ARE BOUND TOGETHER BECAUSE,
LIKE THEM, WE TOO DARE TO HOPE, WE DARE TO
HOPE FOR OUR CHILDREN; THAT THEY WILL ALWAYS
FIND HERE THE LADY OF LIBERTY IN A LAND THAT
IS FREE. WE DARE TO HOPE TOO THAT WE WILL
UNDERSTAND OUR WORK AS AMERICANS CAN NEVER
BE SAID TO BE TRULY DONE UNTIL EVERY MAN,
WOMAN AND CHILD SHARES IN OUR GIFT --
IN OUR HOPE; UNTIL EACH OF GOD’s CREATURES
STANDS WITH US IN THE LIGHT OF LIBERTY --
A LIGHT THAT, TONIGHT, WILL SHORTLY CAST ITS
GLOW UPON HER, AS IT HAS UPON US FOR
2 CENTURIES; KEEPING FAITH WITH A DREAM OF
LONG AGO AND...WE DARE TO HOPE...GUIDING
MILLIONS STILL TO A FUTURE OF PEACE AND
FREEDOM,

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU,

##H
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So tonight, as we celebrate the friendship of our two
nations, we also pray: may it ever be so. God bless America.
Vive France.

And yet my fellow Americans, it is not only the friendship
of two peoples but the friendship of all peoples that brings us
here tonight. So, too, we also celebrate something more than the
restoration of this statue's physical grandeur.

Another worker here, Scott Aron I, & marble has
put it well: "I grew up in Brooklyn arA never went to the Statue
of Liberty. But when I first walked i ire to work, there's
this feeling I can't describe. I thought about my grandfathers
coming through here."”

And which of us does not think of other grandfathers and
grandmothers —-- from so many places around the globe -- for whom
this statue was that first glimpse of America, that first chance
at their dreams.

"She was silhouetted very clear," one of them wrote about
standing on deck as their ship entered New York Harl “"We
passed her very slowly. Of course we had to look uj ! was
beautiful.” Another talked of how all the passengers rushed to
one side of the boat for a first look at their new home -- and at
her. "Everybody was crying. The whole boat bent toward her..."
"She was beautiful with the early morning light."

To millions returning home, especially from foreign wars,
she was also special. A vnnng World War I captain of artillery
described how, on a t¥roo~ "ﬂzs\retufning from France, even the

most hard-bitten veteran had trouble blinking back the tears.
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"I've never seen anything that looked so good," that doughboy,éyig:”w

Harry Truman, wrote to his fiancé;, Bess, “‘Qf:::):;‘fit;““e,'Eﬁiﬁt%ﬁ

- (”%f"as the Liberty Lady in New York Harbor..." ‘zgngé
And that is why tonight -- with thoughts of those who camewfgfﬁ

here seeking freedom and those who returned here appreciating
freedom more -- we celebrate Miss Liberty, this mother of exiles
who lifts her light beside the golden door, this symbol of all
that we are and wish to be, this symbol of America.

I wonder how many of you have seen the picture of another
worker here -- a tool belt around his waist -- balanced like a
tightrope walker on one narrow metal rod of scaffolding. He is
balanced precariously because he is leaning over -- leaning over
to place a kiss on the copper an ‘orehead of zﬁ»?xwwmdx
Miss Liberty herself. And Tony Soraci, the grandson of immigrant
Italians, said it was something he was proud to do; being here,
he said, has made him part of history; "...something to tell my
grandchildren."”

Robert Kearney feels the same way.jjégwwefke&—for~many ’ﬁ;giiizﬁ;
anths»Qn—the~statue~?ntft~struck“with—a~serieus“ifiﬁési£7r5:£ he7;féfﬁﬁ7

invested over $10,000 of his own money in
commemorative pins; he gave them away to those who visited the
restoration. Part of the reason, he says, has to do with another
construction job a few years ago over in Hoboken, and his friend
Tort—

named Blackie. Every(porning whe@ they went to the top of the
building they were working on, they could see the harbor. And

Blackie would look over the water, give a salute and say, "That's

my gal."”
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back: the Nation was dividing; Lincoln's life was in great
peril, he would not make it safely to the Capital.

On he pushed, undaunted. Finally, the train reached
Philadelphia and on Washington's birthday, Lincoln gave a speech
in Independence Hall where 85 years earlier the Declaration of
Independence had been signed. His biographers tell us he spoke
with great feeling, that he traced all his political ideas back
to that document. He noted that much more had been achieved
there than just independence from Great Britain. It was, he
said, "hope to the world for all future time."

Hope for all future time -- that is the common thread, the
tie that binds us to those crowded for a worship service on the
deck of the Arabella, to *~learmiered farmers and ?andowners
eianjin~ the declaration in a hot Philadelphia hall; to Lincoln on
a train, lonely, brooding but ready to guide us through the
conflagration; to all the millions crowded into the hulls and
steerage who passed this lady and wept at the sight of her; and
to those who have worked here in the scaff~lding v**h their
hands -- and with their love =-- Jean Wiar Scott Aror , Tony
Soraci, Robert Kearney and so many others -- to restore her.
Among them and with them; to all of them tonight we are bound.

We are bound together because like them, we too dare to
hope. We dare to hope for our children; that they will always
find here the lady of liberty in a land that is free. We dare to
hope too that we will understand that as Americans our work can
never be said to be truly done until every man, woman and child

shares in our gift -- in our hope =-- until each of God's
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creatures stands with us in the light of liberty -- a light that,
as it has for two centuries, will shortly cast its glow upon her
and upon us; keeping faith with a dream of long ago and -- we
dare to hope -- guiding millions still to a future of peace and
freedom.

Thank you and God bless you.



(Dolan)
July 1, 1986

3:30 p.m&Z/EL,

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: LIGHTING OF THE STATUE OF LIBERTY
GOVERNOR'S ISLAND
NEW YORK, NEW YORK
THURSDAY, JULY 3, 1986

/ \// V/
President and Madame Mitterrand, my fellow Americans. The

iron workers from New York and New Jersey who came here 2=feats_
«a&gz{; begin restoration work were at first puzzled and a bit'put
off to find foreign workers -- craftsmen from France -—(;g:glﬁy&l
-arpising. Jean [jhon] Wiart [we-ARE], the leader of the French
workers, said his countrymen understood. After all, he asked,
how would Frenchmen feel if Americans showed up to help restore
the Eiffel Tower?

But as they came to know each other -- these Frenchmen and
Americans ~- affections grew; and so too did perspectives. The
Americans were reminded that Miss Liberty, like the many millions
she has welcomed to these shores, is originally of foreign
birth -- the gift of workers, farmers and shopkeepers who donated
hundreds of thousands of francs to send her here. They were the
ordinary people of France -- this statue came from their pockets;
and from their hearts.

The French workers too made discoveries. Monsieur Wiart,
for example, normally lives in a 150-year-old cottage in a small
French town, but for the last year he has been riding the subway
through Brooklyn. A study in contrasts, he says; contrasts
indeed. But he has also told the newspapers that he and his
countrymen learned something else at Liberty Island. For the

first time, they worked in proximity with Americans of Jewish,
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black, Italian, Irish, Russian, Polish, and Indian backgrounds.
Fascinating, he said, to see different ethnic and national types
work and live so well together. "A good human experience," he
called it.

It is how we like to think of America; and it is good to
know that Miss Liberty is still giving life to the dream that
brought her to us, the dream of a new world where old antagonisms
could be cast aside and people of every nation could live
together as one,

It is especially fitting that this lesson should be relived
and relearned here by Americans and Frenchmen. President
Mitterrand, the French and American people have forged a special
friendship over the course of two centuries. In the 1700's,
France was the midwife of our liberty. In two world wars,
America stood with France as she fought for her life ~- and for
civilization. And today, Mr. President, with infinite gentleness
your countrymen tend the final resting places -- marked now by
rows of white crosses and stars -- of more than 60,000 Americans
who remain on French soil, a reminder since the days of Lafayette
of our mutual struggles and sacrifices for freedom. So tonight,’
as we celebrate the friendship of our two nations, we also pray:
may it ever be so. God bless America. Vive la France.

And yet, my fellow Americans, it is not only the friendship
of two peoples but the friendship of all peoples that brings us
here tonight. So, too, we celebrate something more than only the
restoration of this statue's physical grandeur. Another worker

here, Scott Aronsen, a marble restorer -- has put it well: "I
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grew up in Brooklyn and never went to the Statue of Liberty. But
when I first walked in there to work, there's this feeling I
can't describe. I thought about my grandfathers coming through
here.,"

And which of us does not think of other grandfathers and
grandmothers -- from sb many places around the globe -- for whom
this statue was that first glimpse of America, that first chance
at their dreams.

"She was silhouetted very clear,"” one of them wrote about
standing on deck as their ship entered New York Harbor. "We
passed her very slowly. Of course we had to look up. She was
beautiful."” Another talked of how all the passengers rushed to
one side of the boat for a first look at their new home -- and at
her. "Everybody was crying. The whole boat bent toward her..."
"She was beautiful with the early morning light."

To millions returning home, especially from foreign wars,
she was also special. A young World War I captain of artillery
described how, on a troopship returning from France, even the
most hard-bitten veteran had trouble blinking back the tears.
"I've never seen anything that looked so good," that doughboy,
Harry Truman, wrote to his fiancee, Bess, back in Independence,
Missouri, "as the Liberty Lady in New York Harbor..."

And that is why tonight -- with thoughts of those who came
here seeking freedom and those who returned here appreciating
freedom more -- we celebrate Miss Liberty, this mother of exiles
who lifts her light beside the golden door, this symbol of

America, this vision of all that we are and wish to be.
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I wonder how many of you have seen the picture of another
worker here -- a tool belt around his waist -- balanced on a
narrow metal rod of scaffolding, leaning over to place a kiss on
the copper and wrought iron forehead of Miss Liberty. And Tony
Soraci, the grandson of immigrant Italians, said it was something
he was proud to do; "...something to tell my grandchildren."

Robert Kearney feels the same way. At work on the statue
after a serious illness, he gave $10,000 worth of commemorative
pins to those who visited here. Part of the reason, he says, was
an earlier construction job over in Hoboken, and his friend named
Blackie. They could see the harbor from the building they were
working on. And every morning Blackie would look over the water,
give a salute and say, "That's my gal."

Truth is: she's everybody's gal. We sometimes forget that
even those who came here first to settle the new land were also
strangers. I have spoken before of the ship Arabella -- a vessel
that carried on it some of the first settlers to Massachusetts
Bay. As they huddled on deck -- these refugees from
persecution -- John Winthrop the first Governor of Massachusetts
offered a sermon. He reminded his fellow Puritans that all the
eyes of the world were upon them, that they must keep faith with
their God, that they must be a light unto the nations, a city
upon a hill.

Speaking on this point, I have on occasion raised an eyebrow
or two. Some have called it mysticism or romanticism, but I've
always thought that a providential hand had something to do with

the founding of this country. That God had His reasons for
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placing this land here between the two great oceans -- to be
found by a certain kind of people, that whatever corner of the
world they came from there would be in their hearts a fervent
love of freedom and a special kind of courage, a courage that
would enable them to uproot themselves and their families, travel
great distances to a foreign shore and build there a new world of
peace and freedom. And hope.

Hope. Lincoln spoke about it. I told the story recently.
He had just left the hometown he would never see again on his way
to take up the duties of the Presidency and bring America through
a terrible Civil War. At each stop on his long train ride to
Washington, the news grew worse: the Nation was dividing; his
own life was in great peril; he would not make it safely to the
Capital.

On he pushed, undaunted, and in Philadelphia he gave a
speech in Independence Hall where 85 years earlier the
Declaration of Independence had been signed. His biographers
tell us he spoke with great feeling, that he traced all his
political ideas back to that document. He noted that much more
had been achieved there than just independence from Great
Britain. It was, he said, "hope to the world for all future
time."

Hope to the world for all future time -- that is the common
thread, the tie that binds us to those crowded for a worship
service on the deck of the Arabella, to beleaguered farmers and
landowners signing the declaration in a hot Philadelphia hall; to

Lincoln on a train -- lonely, brooding but ready to guide his
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people through the conflagration; to all the millions crowded
into the hulls and steerage who passed this lady and wept at the
sight of her; and to those who have worked here in the
scaffolding with their hands -- and with their love -- Jean
Wiart, Scott Aronsen, Tony Soraci, Robert Kearney and so many
others. Among them and with them; to all of them tonight we are
bound.

We are bound together because, like them, we too dare to
hope. We dare to hope for our children; that they will always
find here the lady of liberty in a land that is free. We dare to
hope too that we will understand our work as Americans can never
be said to be truly done until every man, woman and child shares
in our gift -- in our hope; until each of God's creatures stands
with us in the light of liberty -- a light that, tonight, will
shortly cast its glow upon her, as it has upon us for
two centuries; keeping faith with a dream of long ago and...we
dare to hope...guiding millions still to a future of peace and

freedom. Thank you and God bless you.
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HEADLINE: ABOUT NEW YORK;
FRENCHMEN RENEW OLD ROLES AT STATUE OF LIBERTY

BYLINE: Ky William E. Geist ) 65&,)
BODY: (2t

The 10 Frenchmen journeyed to America despite warnings from their mothers
that they would be mugged within five minutes of their arrival in New York and

mowed down by gangsters in Chicago -~ provided, of course, that they were not
scalped by Indians alang the way.

"'fFor better - a8nd sometimes for worse - none of the warnings about America
have come true,'' said a disappointed Jacky Dupont, who was warned By his mother

to watch put for crowds of American women waiting at the airport to get their
hands on a Frenchman.

‘‘This 15 a mission,'' Jean Wiart said, '’and nothing cur wmothers said could
stap us.'!

Mr. Dupont and Mr. Wiart are among the team of 10 that has been '‘'dropped on
another planet,'' as one of them phrased it in broken English: suddenly living
in Brooklyn and commuting by boat to their job - their ''mission'’ - in Upper
New York Bay. They are ="~ =7 0 700 mn brought to America to

help restore the Stat . . _.__. _, . ..., ... _..-..ted to be here until the
end of the year.

Things are going more smoothly now. Shortly after they arrived in November,
they attempted to befriend neighbors one night by knocking on the windows with a
bottle of wine. They were nearly run in by the authorities. ‘'‘We want to get to
know the American people,'' Mr. Dupont said. ''They had fwo beautiful
daughters, '’ Jean-Michel Gres explained.

When they showed up for work, members of Iron  Workers Local 455 greeted

them with a picket line protesting the hiring of foreigners to work on the
Statue of Liberty, of all things.

The French workers were repeating what their forefathers had done in the
1870's, hammering copper and making the parts - the spikes, the tarch and the
flame - for the Statue of Liberty. The workers, from Les Metalliers
Champenois restoration firm in Rheims were said to have been picked because they
are the best in the warld at fine metal work.

They arrived with two tons of hand tools, including mare than 100 different
hammers of their own making. What surprised the Americans was that these were
nhot decrepit, old men practicing the art, but men in their 20's, most of them,
the youngest 18 years old and the oldest 37. One of them said that they still
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practiced the art in Europe ''because it is an o0ld continent with everything
falling apart all the time.''

After work Thursday they trudged up State Street in Brooklyn from the subway,

slumped into living-room chairs drinking a favorite French liqueur and told of
their almost monastic existence: rising at dawn and returning home from Liberty
Island at dusk six days a week. They live dormitory-style in a three-story town
house, which they hurriedly furnished in a decor that Mr. Wiart refers to as
"'L'Armee du Salut.’'' It sounds rather sophisticated in Ffrench but means

‘'‘Galvation Army,'' where they bought mismatched couches, chipped Formica tables
angd odd chairs.

They did their own cooking for a while, but it became just too much work.

There were murmurs that the food being prepared by their colleagues, some of
whom prided themselves on their cooking, was a tad '‘moche'' or ''lousy.'!

Marlene Price of Crown Heights was hired to cook dinner five days a8 week.

They ask her for French pruned rabbit and she gives them American fried
chicken with mashed potatoes.

Three of the men are married, but only Mr. Wiart has his family with him: his
wife, Monigque, and two young daughters.

"'We go to the grocery,'' said Philippe Fiers, '‘'and the cashier says: 'One
woman and 10 men! You're in New York. I can't tell you what to da, but -''

They divvy up the housework, each pointing to the person next to him when
asked whose turn it is to do the dishes. Things are running relatively smoothly

With a few grievances cropping up over hogging the two bathrooms and excessive
snoring.

It is difficult for them to meet people because they speak little or no
English. They did meet a woman across the street who had lived in France. She

saw Mr. Gres drying salad greens by whipping them against the front railing in a
beach towel and asked if perchance they were from out of town.

They have entertained the American electricians and tonight are having a

party for the Liberty Island park rangers. The aforementioned '‘'beautiful
daughters, '’ Mr. Gres said, are teaching them about America, one having taken
him to a museum, the EBrooklyn Botanical Garden and a film, ''The Rocky Horror
Picture Show.'’

Hoping to meet other French people, they sometimes go to French

restaurants, where, instead, they spend more money than they would like and
"'ijust meet the conventionists,'' or conventioneers.

They spend a good deal of time walking and looking at architecture and
ironwork. They are particularly impressed with the convention center, which is
under construction, and with Trump Tower, describing the latter as ''s0O very
American, '’

They have planted a small garden in back of the town house. ''This summer we

are going to build a barbecue,'' Mr. Wiart announced proudly. '‘We want to fit
in. Every American has a barbecue, no?''’




PAGE )
(c} 1985 The New York Times, April 20, 1985

Sometimes they watch television and try to understand it. '‘We watch the
baseBall,'’' Mr. Gres said, '‘and they are with the clubs and the running. And

there is the American football and they jump onh top of each other and then get
off, time after time.'!

"YAnd on the news programs there is no analysis,’' Mr. Fiers said, ‘'just the
murder, the fire, the accident; the murder, the fire, the accident.’’

''And so much publicity!'' said Mr. Fiers, speaking of advertising. ''You are
watching the dramatic productiaon and the hero is chasing to help the beautiful
woman and all of a sudden there is a man selling the hamburgers.''’

The automobile rental lot on the corner has caught their eyes and they are

thinking of taking a trip out of their small world to Niagara Falls. Mr. Gres
wants to see Hoboken, N.J., before he returns to France, explaining, ''Frank
Sinatra was born there.'’

One thing they all agreed they would not forget is the subway, which thev
gescribe mellifluously as degoutant! - disgusting!

BRAPHIC: Photo of .acky Dupont, a metal worker from Rheims, France, working on
a8 new base aof the taorch for the Statue of Liperty (NYT/Fred R. Conrad)
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BODY:
FOR Grace Spinelli, a recent New York Times article reporting that American
workers had not welcomed the 10-member team of French wmetalworkers recreating

the Statue of Liberty's flame and torch of by inviting them to thelr homes
was 8 clarion call for action.

The 79-year-gld retired social worker began writing letters and calling on
friends to help her celebrate the long-standing friendship between France and
the United States, symbolized by the Statue of Liberty, by having a luncheon
party to hohor the members of Les Metalliers Champenois, an artisans' guild.

Last Sunday, about 40 people, including professors and students from Seton
Hall University and Upsala College, gathered at Mrs., Spinelli's apartment here
ta greet some of the French workers and celebrate their effaorts with food,

French and American wines and conversatiaon in French and English.

''This is rare,'' said 0 R C T T R
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He said that, although the group had met a lot of nice people in the United
States at official functions and had received about 50 drawings Dy
schoolchildren depicting the friendship between the two countries and the

meaning of the Statue of Liberty, there had been little contact with
gveryday Americans.

When the 10 Frenchmen showed up for work on the Statue of Liberty earli

is year, they were greeted by a picket line of American iron workers
otesting the hiring aof foreigners.

Les Metalliers Champenois of Rheims won the $2 million, yearlong contract to

rebuild the torch and flame of the statue, a gift from the French people
almost 100 years aga.

The warkers said they were rebuffed when they first tried to make friendly
overtures to a family near the house in Brooklyn where they were staying.

The family had two beautiful daughters, and the men had knocked on a window
with a bottle of wine, 2 move that is just not appreciated in Brooklyn.
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Mr. Wiart said that the team was trying to recreate the torch to its griginal
specifications by scrutinizing old photographs and drawings made in the 1860's.
The torch that was removed, he said, had been changed over the years, with
partholes being cut into the copper skin.

The metalworkers are also employing centuries-old techniques for forming and
shaping the copper sheets into the contours and design of the original.

They use mare than 120 different hammers to do the ''repousse'’ work and
achieve the intricate details in the torch. The flame will be coated with gold
foil so it will reflect sunlight and artificial light, Mr. Wiart said.

''This is what gives me life, what gives me a reason to live,'' said Mrs.

Spinelli of her culinary efforts at breaking down barriers betuween the
metalworkers and Americans.

"'It is my belief that there is no substitute for people-to-people contact,
for creating ties of friendship between people of different backgrounds.''

Mrs. Spinelli, who does not speak French, said that during her years as a

social worker in Jersey City she discovered ''that food is a8 helpful tool in
bringing people together.'’

She has used dinner parties to raise funds for worthy causes, including the
$1,734.25 she recently collected for famine relief in Ethiopia.

‘' think it's wonderful what she's trying to do,'' said Monique Seyler, the
daughter of a Seton Hall professor.

''1 understand the problems of the American workers, who feel that their jobs
are being taken away. But the Statue of Liberty, coming from France, is a
_symbol of the generosity of the French people, and it's important that we
transcend any labor problems and look at the symbolism of it.''

Miss Seyler's mother, Prof. Claude Seyler, said that when Mrs. Spinelli first
contacted her about writing letters in French to the metalworkers and other
possible guests, ''l got as excited about this affair as she did.'’

‘*She truly believes in what she says and does,'' Professor Seyler added.
''"Bhe's just a wonderful person. She wanted to bring in 5o many people who speak
French to make these workers feel comfortable.''

For ?-year-gld Jason Isom of the Kings Road School in Madison, being around

s0 many older people was ''boring.'' However, he said that meeting the French
workers could have its rewards.

Children at the school raised about $2,000 to help refurbish the GStatue of

Liberty, Jason said, and he will be able to report back that it is going to a
good cause.

''The statue is a symbnl of freedaom in the United States, in Europe and
everywhere,'' he said.

SUEBJECT: Terms not availahble
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LIGHTING OF THE STATUE OF LIBERTY
GOVERNOR'S ISLAND
NEW YORK, NEW YORK
THURSDAY, JULY 3, 1986
President Mitterand, my fellow Americans. The iron workers
from New York and New Jersey who came here 2 years ago to begin

restoration work were at first puzzled and a bit put off to £ind

foreign workers -- craftsmen from France -- already ere. Jean

“how we - ARE e C?Jt—
Wiart, the leader of the French workers, said his _coun :
understood. After all, he asked, how would Frenchmen feel if
Americans showed up to help restore the Eiffel Tower?

But as they came to know each other -- these Frenchmen and
Americans -- affections grew; and so too did perspectives. .The
Americans were reminded that Miss Liberty, like the many millions
she has welcomed to these shores, is originally of foreign
birth -~ the gift of workers, farmers and shopkeepers who donated
a million francs to send her here. They were the ordinary people
of France -- this statue came from their pockets; and from their
hearts.

The French workers too made discoveries. Monsieur Wiart,
for example, normally lives in a 150-year-old cottage in a quiet
Norman village, but for the last year he has been riding the
subway through Brooklyn. A study in contrasts, he says:;
contrasts indeed. But he has also told the newspapers that he
and his countrymen learned something else at Liberty Island. For
the first time, they worked in proximity with Americans of

Jewish, black, Italian, Irish, Polish, and Indian backgrounds.




'W}u?

Page 2
A
Fascinating, he said, to see different ethnic and national types

work and live so well together. "A good human experience,® he
called it.

It is how we like to think of America; and it is good to
know that ¢en.dusing-her-reETOSrATIOUNI—=—=\Miss Liberty is still
giving life @nd-meswnindpto the dream that brough£ her to us, the
dream of a new world where old anﬁzgonisms ot e dant

A\

an
animesitied could be cast asidgﬂ.vhere people of every nation
could live together as one.

It is especially fitting that this lesson should be relived

and relearned here by Americans and Frenchmen. President

_;itterand, the’Erench and American people have forged a special
friendship oger the course of 2 centuries. 1In the 1700's, Frar -
was the mid;;;fe of our liberty. 1In two world wars, America
stood with France as she fought for her life -- and for
civilization. And today, Mr. President, with infinite gentleness
your countrymen tend the final resting places -- marked now by
rows of white crosses and stars -- of more than 60,000 Americans
who remain on French soil, a reminder of our mutual struggles and

sacrifices for freedom.

So too, let me assure you that tonight and always,

inspiratiop~~- the love of liberty.
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So tonight, as we celebrate the friendship of our two
nations, we also pray: may it ever be so. God bless America.
Viv- "/rrance.

And yet my fellow Americans, it is not only the friendship
of two peoples but the friendship of all peoples that brings us
here tonight. So too we also celebrate something more than the
restoration of this statue's physi—-" ——--13eur.

Another worker here, Scott Ar marble fitter -- has
put it well: "I grew up in Brooklyn &-° -ever went to the Statue
of Liberty. But when I first walked i re to work, there's
this feeling I can't describe. I thought about my grandfather.
coming through here."

And which of us does not think of other grandfathers and
grandmothers -- from so many places arouﬁd'the globe -- for whom
this statue was that first glimpse of America, that first chance
at their dreams.

"She was silhouetted very clear"™ one of them wrote about
standing on deck as their ship entered New York Harbor "We
passed her very slowly. Of course we had to look ‘190.—\§{e wa:
beautiful." Another talked of how all the passengers rushed 1
one side of the boat for a first look at their new home -- and at
her. "BEverybody was crying. The whole boat bent toward her.

She was beautiful in the early morning light."

To millions returning home especially from foreign Qars, she
was also special. A -~=—-= =~ World War I captain of artillery
described how on a trobé\fhip returning from France even the mos

hard-bitten veteran had trouble blinking back the tears. "I've







4
| Castigl
P . -
age § o ch /L‘L‘ﬂ¥r \ {v~&~ﬂ 44325?‘
Truth is: she's everybody's lady) We sometimes forget that

evén those who came here first to settle the new land were also

strangers. I have spo he ship Arabella -- a tiny
vessel that carried on ettlers to Massachusetts

Bay. As they huddled on aeck -- tnese refugees from F_—;"ED

bersacuy Winthrop the first Governor " ssachusetts Do
offered >e reminded his fellow %.. wuat all th

eyes of ... .._-- vsere upon them, that they must keep faith with

their God, that they must be a light unto the nations, a city
upon a hill.

Speaking on this point, I.have on occasion raised an eyebrow
or two. Some have called it mysticism or romanticism but I've
always thought that some providential hand had something to do
with the founding of this country. That God had his reasons for
placing this land here between the two great oceans -- to be
found by a certain kind of people, that whatever corner of the
world they came from there would be in their hearts a fervent
love of freedom and a special kind of courage, a courage that
would enable them to uproot themselves and their fapilies, travel
great distances to a foreign shore and build there a new world of
peace and freedom. And hope.

Hope. Lincoln spoke about it. dw%e&d—thgrstery~¥eeen%£rf
He had just left the hometown he would never see again; on his

way to take up the duties of the Presidency and bring America

through a terrible Civil War. Bts—trtrn-mée-a.tsaag_th-!eugk
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