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TH E S E C RETARY OF THE INTERI O R 

WASHINGTON 

Honorable Mario M. ·cuomo 
Governor of New York 
Albany, New York 12224 

Dear Governor Cuomo : 

D,?R 2 1986 

The White House has forwa rded your recent let te r con ce rnin g the 
tennination of Mr. Lee Iac oc ca as Chai rrna n and mem ber of the Statue 
of Liberty - Ellis Island Centennial Commi ssion (Commi ss ion). I 
respect the fact that you disagree with my decision and appreciate 
your cormi unicating your views. 

I am pleased Mr. Iacocca has announced he will continue to serve as 
Chainnan of the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation 
(Foundation), as I suggested. He tnereby will lead the Foundation 
down the home stretch of its fundraising effort. And, since the 
Foundation will continue to have control over the monies contributed 
by the public to the Foundation, Mr. Iacocca, as Foundation Chainnan, 
will retain his ability to assure those monies are spent in a manner 
he approves. 

However, the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island belong to all the 
Jlmerican people, not to the Foundation. That is why the Congress 
gave the Secretary of the Interior the ultimate responsibility for 
the preservation of these monuments. We have similar 
responsibilities with respect to the Lincoln Memorial and the 
Washington Monument. 

To assist me in carrying out my duties to the Anerican people with 
respect to their public monuments, I have appointed the ColllTlission, a 
group of some 50 distinguished citizens whose task is to give me the 
best advice they can concerning preservation of these historic 
monuments. The COl1lllission may or may not agree with the views of the 
National Park Service or the Foundation as to how, for example, we 
should restore the decaying buildings on Ellis Island. The 
COl1lllission is a separate body which needs to be able to give me its 
own independent advice, free from domination by the National Park 
Service or the Foundation. 

The issue of the independence of the Commission and its need to be 
free from domination by Foundation personnel was called to my 
attention by a telegram from the Foundation's General Counsel to two 
individuals who at the time held positions on both the Commission and 
the Foundation's board of directors. That telegram stated that 
Foundation Chainnan Iacocca "requests that there be no crossover of 
COl1lTlission and Foundation board membership." 
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For the reasons stated above, I concluded that Mr. Iacocca was 
exactly right. The two individuals who received the telegram from 
the Foundation should not serve both organizations in a voting 
capacity, and they have resigned from the Foundation board. There no 
longer is the crossover membership to which Mr. Iacocca originally 
objected. The Colllllission cannot be free to g1ve independent advice 
-- which we need and the Nation deserves -- when the same man is in 
charge of both the Foundation and the Corrrnission. That concept 
applies to everybody, even to Mr. Iacocca, for the public nature of 
the Statue of Liberty- Ellis Island efforts require that we not 
employ double standards. 

Like you, I admire the contributions Mr. Iacocca has made to the 
Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island fundraising effort. Before this 
matter became public, I offered him the honorary position of Chainnan 
Emeritus of the Convnission. While he initially has declined that 
honor, I am confident that, once emotions have quieted down, both the 
Foundation, under Mr. Iacocca 1 s continued leadership, and the 
Coovnission will be able to work together toward achievement of our 
shared goal -- the preservation of two important parts of Jlmerica 1 s 
heritage. 

DONALD PAUL HODEL 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 24, 1986 

Dear Governor Cuomo: 

On behalf of the President, I want to thank you for your letter 
regarding the reappointment of Mr. Iacocca to the Statue of 
Liberty Restoration Commission. Your letter has been brought to 
the personal attention of the Presi~ent. 

I have also forwarded copies of your . correspondence to the 
appropriate White House officials and to the Department of 
Interior for further review. 

Thank you for bringing your concerns to the attention of the 
Administration. If I can be of any further assistance, please do 
not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Andrew H. Card, Jr. 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Intergovernmental Affairs 

The Honorable Mario M. Cuomo 
Governor of New York 
State Capitol 
Albany, New York 12224 



.. 

MARIO M . CUOMO 

GOVERNOR 

Lear Mr. President : 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 

ALBANY 12224 

. . 

February 18, 1986 

I write in the hope that after careful consideration of the 
acti9.n taken against lee Iacocca by_ Interior ~creta,cy !)?nal~_ P. l}odel, 
you _:'ril_!__E~gfit ~t_w;ipl}g_~~ r E:_appoin-_µn~ ~ ~-.. l i:!9R9Qa. to the _go~~-tion 
of chainnan of the agyisory comniq_9ion on the restoration of the .S..tatue 
of Liberty and historic buildings on Ellis Island. 

News accounts nake it clear that you \vere not advised of Mr. 
Hodel's decision in advance, and I believe that a review of the matter 
would lead you to conclude that Mr. Iacocca was dealt with unfairly. 
I ask you to review his dismissal and reverse the decision. 

The reason given by Mr. Hodel for t.l-ie dismissal--that Mr. Iacocca 
might be in a conflict of interest situation--nakes no sense at all. 
Everything that has been done, and will be done by the Statue of Liberty 
Canmission will be open and subject to continuing public scrutiny. And 
Mr. Iacocca's splendid reputation is another assurance that such fears 
are unwarranted. Finally, no such conflict of interest question arose 
when Mr. Hodel reappointed him to his post as chainnan last November. 

Mr. President, lee Iacocca is perhaps the forerrost exanple of 
the spirit of volunteerism that you called upon all Anl8ricans to display. 
He has perfonred admirably in his positi ons on the advisory cornnission and 
the fund-raising comnission, and it is unfair to rerrove him sunmarily 
without a valid reason. ~- re~ctfuly request that you review _this 
decision made without your knowledge and approval, and rescind it. 

With IT!Y gratitude and best wishes, 

Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Re 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKI NG WORKSHEET ~ 

DATE RECEIVED: FEBRUARY 19 , 1986 

NAME CF CORRE~PONDENT : MR. STEVEN K. BERLITZ 

SUBJECT: OPPOSES DISMISSAL OF MR. IACOCCA FROM THE 
STATUE OF LIBERTY-ELLIS ISLAND CO~JSS ION 

ACTION 

_- ID# 377256 

DISPOSITION 

OUTE TO: 
OFFJCE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) 

ACT DATE TYPE 
CODE YY/MM/DD RESP 

C COMPLETED 
D YY/MM/DD 

OFG 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

86/02/19 ~Ti ~id~~ 
tk) ~ lil jl1$ £ /'&.!aJ>I~ ~ 

NOTE: ' ' (}_!:/_ O"Z.. AB 

_/_/_ --- - _ /_/_ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

- - - --- - _ !_/_ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDEN S : ~EDJA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES : 

MI MAIL USER CODES: (A) ----- (B) ____ _ (C) ____ _ 

**************************·· *+**************************************** 
*ACTION CODES : *DISPOSITION *OUTGOING * 
* * *CORRESPONDENCE: * 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *~-ANSWERED *TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
*C-COMMENT /RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL * OF SIGNER * 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED * CODE = A * 
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED *COMPLETED = DATE OF * 
*J-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* * OUTGOING * 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * * * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * 1, * 
*X-INTERIM REPJ~ * * * 
****************+*+ · ********** ***************** ** · · ********* ********* 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFE F.NCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB) EXT-2590 
KEEP TBIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINA.J. INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECOFDS 
MANAGEMENT. 



• 

March 24, 1986 

Dear Mr. Herlitz: 

Thank you for your communication to the President regarding 
the termination of Mr. Lee Iacocca as Chairman of the Statue 
of Liberty-Ellis Island Commission. 

The Charter for this Commission placed the authority for the 
appointment and removal of Members solely into the hands of 
the Secretary of the Interior. Therefore, it would be inap­
propriate for either the President or any member of his staff 
to interfere with the Secretary's statutory authority. Because 
of your concern, we have forwarded your letter to Secretary 
Hodel. 

As you may know, Mr. Iacocca continues to serve as Chairman of 
the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation. July 4, 1986 
will be an historic day for all Americans, and Lee Iacocca has 
a major role in the planning of the commemorative events as 
well as in the future plans for Ellis Island. His commitment 
to the cause is very much appreciated by President Reagan. 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Tuttle 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for Presidential Personnel 

Mr. Steven K. Herlitz 
Steven K. Herlitz, Inc. 
404 Park Avenue, South 
New York, NY 10016 

cc with incoming to INTERIOR, Lea Uhre, Rm. 6116 

RHT:8echf 
RHT-11 
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March 24, 1986 

Dear Mr. Herlitz: 

Thank you for your communication to the President regarding 
the termination of Mr. Lee Iacocca as Chairman of the Statue 
of Libertv-Ellis Island Commission. 

• ;, I 

The Charter for this Commission placed the authority r~r the ~/ 
appointment and removal of Members solely into tpf, han

1
d~ ,of 

the Secretary of the Interior. Therefore, it would be ·· :i.p.ap­
propriate for either .the President or any member of his staff 
to interfere with the Secretary's statutory authori tyi° : i' B_ecause 
of your concern, we have forwarded your letter to Secretary 
Hodel. • • 

As you may know, Mr. Iacocca continues to serve as Chairman of 
the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation. July 4, 1986 
will be an historic day for all Americans, and Lee Iacocca has 
a major role in the planning of the commemorative events as 
well as in the future plans for Ellis Island. His commitment 
to the cause is very much appreciated by President Reagan. 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Tuttle 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for Presidential Personnel 

Mr. Steven K. Herlitz 
Steven K. Herlitz, Inc. 
404 Park Avenue, South 
New York, NY 10016 

<.: 

cc with incoming to INTERIOR, Lea Uhre, Rm. 6116 

RHT:8echf 
RHT-11 

_,r-';;1':-

,~ 



-·'-·( r \. ·tl,,1,• 

' ,..\ ,. 
, ,h ►~· 
~ - ,--

.~ 
-,( ! 

\, ? 
-c .. -

~ 
v-

~ .... 
---:.··- -

-r.,,, 

Dear Mr. Herlitz: 

' .., 
I 
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March 24, 1986 

( 

/ 

Thank you for your communication to the President regarding 
the termination of Mr. Lee Iacocca as Chairman of the Statue 
of Liberty-Ellis Island Commission. 

\ 
I t. 

f\ I 
The Charter for this Commission placed the authority for "the • 
appointment and removal of Members solely into tpr,. han~s ,of 
the Secretary of the Interior. Therefore, it would be · ~~ap­
propriate for either the President or any member of his staff 
to interfere with the Secretary's statutory authority. , Because 
of your concern, we have forwarded your letter to Sec'r~tary 
Hodel. 

As you may know, Mr. Iacocca continues to serve as Chairman of 
the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation. July 4, 1986 
will be an historic day for all Americans, and Lee Iacocca has 
a major role in the planning of the commemorative ev~nts as 
well as in the future plans for Ellis Island. His commitment 
to the cause is very much appreciated by President Reagan. 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Tuttle 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for Presidential Personnel 

Mr. Steven K. Herlitz 
Steven K. Herlitz, Inc. 
404 Park Avenue, South 
New York, NY 10016 

cc with incoming to INTERIOR, Lea Uhre, Rm. 6116 

RHT:8echf 
RHT-11 

~ 
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President Ronald Reagan 
The White Ho11Se 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. President: 

• 3 7? ;;S-t.o 
.,, 

STEVEN K. HERLITZ INC. 

REPRESENTATIVES FOR PROFESSIONAL JOURNALS AND CONVENTIONS 

404 PARK AVENUE SOUTH , NEW YORK, NY 10016 (212) 532-9400 

February 13, 1986 

As a char!er member of the Statue_oL.Llberty Ellis 1.sland Founda ­
tion since - its inception in 1984, I resent Mr. Hodel's firing 9f 
fvfr. Iacocca with the unbelievable statement, "This is a matter of 
public trust. Those of us who are heads of Federal departments or 
agencies have the responsibility to maintain the public's confidence 
in the integrity of Government activities. We owe that much to the 
schoolchildren, other individuals and corporations who have contributed 
their time and money to help in restoring the Statue of Liberty." 

This petty bureaucrat by the name of Hodel would not have been 
able to raise much money or interest in the restoration of the Statue 
for the simple reason that most of us have little reason to trust the 
bureaucrats whether local or federal. 

Mr. Hodel and his cronies now, since all the major work has been 
performed, wants in on the gravy and to get his name on plaques 
and historical documents. I hope you will fire the creep before 
he does more damage! 

~ 
SKH:C 
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March 24, 1986 

Dear Mr. Fugazy: 

Thank you for your communication to the President regarding 
the termination of Mr. Lee Iacocca as Chairman of the Statue 
of Liberty-Ellis Island Commission. 

The Charter for this Commission placed the authority for the 
appointment and removal of Members solely into the hands of 
the Secretary of the Interior. Therefore, it would be inap­
propriate for either the President or any member of his staff 
to interfere with the Secretary's statutory authority. Because 
of your concern, we have forwarded your letter to Secretary 
Hodel. 

As you may know, Mr. Iacocca continues to serve as Chairman of 
the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation. July 4, 1986 
will be an historic day for all Americans, and Lee Iacocca has 
a major role in the planning of the commemorative events as 
well as in the future plans for Ellis Island. His commitment 
to the cause is very much appreciated by President Reagan. 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Tuttle 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for Presidential Personnel 

Mr. William Denis Fugazy 
President 
Coalition of Italo-American 

Associations, Inc. 
Post Office Box 153 
Whitestone, NY 11357 

cc with incoming to INTERIOR, Lea Uhre, Rm. 6116 
~ff1~~ichf 



Note To: 

Subject: 

OFFICE OF THE 
UNDER SECRETARY OF THE Iw.ERIOR 

EXF.CU11VE SECRETARIAT 

3/31/86 

Ms. Sally Kelley 

White House Referrals Lee Iacocca letters 

Return to White House for answer by Mr. Robert Tuttle 
Deputy Assistant to the President for Presidential Personnel 
Mr. Tuttle is response to all v1hite House letter re: the 
dismissal of Lee Iacocca. 

'1:'hanks, 

Betty Epps 
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~OALITlON OF ITALO-AMERICAN ASSOCIATIONS, INC. 

¼~' 
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Hon. Mario Cuomo 
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Lido A Iacocca 
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President 
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Vice- Presidents 
Frank J. DeCuzzi 
Joseph A. Montemarano 
John Ranieri 
Jake Schiavone 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Richard A Grace 

Recording Secretary 
Robert J. Strohl 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Joseph Martorana 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 

Ron Basc4 Inc. 
CHAIRMAN OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Hon. Louis Fusco, Jr. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Thomas Amoscato 
Robert D. Anastasio 
Mario Biagg4 Jr. 
Vito Bruno 
Carlo Casoria 
Vincent Colangelo 
Jack Como 
Alphonse D' Andrea 
Rosemarie Gallina 
John Genova 
Joseph N. Giamboi, Esq. 
Frank Lomuscio 
Frank Mangiatord4 Esq. 
Dr. Annamaria Nucci 
Dr. Anne Paolucci 
Ben Perini 
Anthony Petret14 Jr. 
Raymond Petretti 
Anthony Rizzo 
Frank Santora, Jr. 
Andrew Torregrossa, Jr. 

BOARD OF ADVISORS 

Hon. Joseph Addabbo 
Hon. Anthony R Ameruso 
Hon. John Calandra 
Philip Caruso 
Vic Damone 
Lucile DeGeorge 
Hon. Alfred B. DelBello 
Hon. Joseph DioGuardi 
Hon. Geraldine A. Ferraro 
Edmund Greco, Jr. 
Hon. Thomas Gulotta 
John N. La Corte 
Joseph R Lagana 
John LoCicero 
Hon. John Marchi 
Joseph. Maselli 
Joseph Mattone, Esq. 
Hon. Guy V. Molinari 
E. Howard Molisani 
Matthew G. Nizza 
Dr. Henry Paolucci 
Jeno Paulucci 
Peter A. Piscitel14 Esq. 
Domenick Scaglione 
Hon. Joseph Spinnato 
Hon. Vincent Tese 
Nicholas Viglietta 

P.O. Box 153, Whitestone, N.Y. 11357 • (718) 767-1492 

·~"''>- o•,...,v: 
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Hon. Ronald Reagan, 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

Members & Participating 
Organizations Representing 
Over 800,000 Family Members 

February 14, 1986 

The news of th.e....£ir.ing_of____L_i.do-A-.---I-a.c.oc.ca_a s Chairman 
of the_s_tatue Qf ___ ~ib_ert_~:_~:1.-J_~s_ ::i;::;;_1_~pd Centennia!__~ommis-
sion by Interior S~,ere.tary .. Donald . .Hodel -has . sent shacl~--
wa ve·s t hr oug hou_!. _ _hm~.IJ-~ --~n~:t .Pa r:J:j,..9J,i, lc;!.;J.'."_l_y __ JrL t he ... 1t.e1 i an -
American communitie;;;. The suggestion that Lee Iacocca had 
a conflict of interest is an insult to a good American. 

As an umbrella organization, we urged our 116 indi­
vidual Italian-American organizations representing over 
850,000 family members to dig deep into their pockets and 
to make a sacrifice for a specific purpose - to restore 
the Statue of Liberty and to preserve Ellis Island. To 
deviate from that intended purpose, which certainly did 
not include a commercial endeavor, could be perceived 
almost as stealing or lyiny to our members and we cer­
tainly do not want to give that perception. 

It is obvious from the above that we are opposed to 
the commercialization of Ellis Island; we want it to be 
preserved for its historical significance as a tribute to 
the many immigrants, including our parents and grand­
parents, who came to America seeking equality, freedom and 
opportunity. To do otherwise would be almost sacri­
legious . 

In view of our expressed feelings, we respectfully 
ask you to in.tercede_in this matter. We ask you as our 
President to restore Mr. Iacocca to the position of 
Chairman of the Centennial Commission and to support and 
to exert your influence for the passage of federal legis­
lation introduced by U.S. Senator Alphonse D'Amato and 
Congressman Mario Biaggi which will prevent the commer­
cialization of Ellis Island. 

. . . . . . . . . An Information Conduit to 180 Italian-American Organizations .. ..... . 
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In making this appeal, we also want you to know that 
we have complete faith and confidence in you as our 
President. We are totally satisfied that you had no part 
in the firing of Lee Iacocca. We also feel, however, that 
as our President you can intercede and can restore con­
fidence to all Americans for what appears to have been a 
hasty, irresponsible decision by the Secretary of the 
Interior. 

WDF/jm/ic 

cc: Officers and Members 

Respectfully, 

William Denis Fugazy, 
President 

COALITION OF ITALO-AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATIONS, INC. 

116 Participating Organizations 
180 Conduit Organizations 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 13, 1986 

-
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: DAVID CHE~ 

SUBJECT: 

J777.C~.5S • 
l&LJ! t' 
/71-LJL};l, 

//££JCJ'T 

As we discussed on the telephone, we have put together a brief 
outline of events surrounding the Statue of Liberty controversy. 

Ttft!r-Statue of - Liberty-Ellis Island Centennial Commission was 
established b the Secretar of Interior in March 1982 to be the 
primary citizen advisory body to him on all matters pertaining to 
the preservation of the Statue and Ellis Island. It is solely 
advisory and is prohibited from raising funds. The Secretary 
appoints the members. Lee Iacocca was initially desi ated 
Chairman • cS-2 and redesignated last October when his 2-year 
term came up for renewal. The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island 
Foundation is a private, non-profit corporation which was formed 
in 1981. Its principal purpose is to raise funds and select 
contractors for restoration and preservation of the island, 
s'llbject to National Parks Service approval. Mr. Iacocca is 
chairman, chief executive officer and a member of the board of 
the Foundation. 

On January 29, The Counsel to the Foundation informed the two 
other members of the Foundation board who also sat on the 
Commission board that the Chairman (Iacocca) wanted to have no 
board members serving on both groups, due to possible conflict of 
interest problems. Secretary Hodel, being informed of this 
action by one of the individuals, asked the Interior Solicitor to 
rule on the conflict question. The next day, Hodel sent Iacocca 
a telegram agreeing there were conflict problems, noting that the 
Foundation was a much more important group, ~nd urged Iacocca to 
continu~ to lead the Foundation. In addition, Hodel requested 
his resig nation from the,Commission. At a meeting with Hodel on 
~ ruary 4, Iaeocca refused to resign from the Commission. The 
two men did, however, agree to have their attorneys -continue 
discussing the conflict question. But Hodel claims he made it 
clear he was persuaded that potential conflict existed. On 
Februar 6 Hodel called Iacocca and suggested that he serve as 
"chairman emeritus" and ;r;es-ign s a voting member of the 
Commission. That same day, the Foundation reversed itself and 
ree ecte the two merr~ers it initially requested to resign. 



On E.e 10 Hodel and Iacocca met again, neither changed 
their position, and the Secretary handed him a letter informing 
him that his membership on the Commissj,on was "terminated". 
Ye.§_terday, in light of Iacocca's continued resistance, Hodel sent 
a telegram assuring him that the letter was final. Later, Hodel 
ann9 unced at a news conference that he had appointed Armen 
Avedisian, who had resigned from the Foundation Board, as 
chairman of the Commission replacing Iacocca. In addition, J.J. 
Simmons, the other Foundation Board Member who had served on the 
Commission, also resigned from the Foundation. Today, Iacocca 
angrily denounced Hodel at a press conference and the Secretary 
responded thereafter at another meeting with the press. 

The White House Staff did not have any involvement in the 
decision making process on this matter. After Hodel sent his 
fi-.,.t telegram. to Iacocca, Interior notified White House staff of 
what had happened. There was a brief discussion of the issue on 
Air Force One retur11ing from the Houston Memorial Service, but it 
was agreed there and in a subsequent discussion that this was an 
Interior matter and the White House should not become involved. 
The next time we heard from Hodel was yesterday. He brought Al 
Kingon up to date, that he was convinced of a potential conflict 
of interest, and that he was going to try to get Iacocca to 
resign. The next time we heard from him was after his press 
conference where he had announced his decision and also indicated 
that there had been no White House involvement in his decision 
makin~ nor had he sought any. 

As of this evening, Iacocca remains Chairman of the Foundation, 
but did not accept Hodel's proposal that he serve as the honorary 
Chairman Emeritus of the Commission. 

If you would like more information or feel something more needs 
to be done please let us know. 
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TO: DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
ATTN: LEA UHRE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
APPROPRIATE ACTION 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 
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FROM: 

LETTER, DATED FEBRUARY 21, 1986 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MR. MICHAEL A. CAIRA 
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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SUBJECT: OPPOSES DISMISSAL OF LEE IACOCCA AS A MEMBER 
AND CHAIRMAN OF THE STATUE OF LIBERTY-ELLIS 
ISLAND CENTENNIAL COMMISSION 
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March 24, 1986 

Dear Mr. Caira: 

Thank you for your communication to the President regarding 
the termination of Mr. Lee Iacocca as Chairman of the Statue 
of Liberty-Ellis Island Commission. 

The Charter for this Commission placed the authority for the 
appointment and removal of Members solely into the hands of 
the Secretary of the Interior. Therefore, it would be inap­
propriate for either the President or any member of his staff 
to interfere with the Secretary's statutory authority. Because 
of your concern, we have forwarded your letter to Secretary 
Hodel. 

As you may know, Mr. Iacocca continues to serve as Chairman of 
the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation. July 4, 1986 
will be an historic day for all Americans, and Lee Iacocca has 
a major role in the planning of the commemorative events as 
well as in the future plans for Ellis Island. His commitment 
to the cause is very much appreciated by President Reagan. 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Tuttle 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for Presidential Personnel 

Mr. Michael A. Caira 
Order Sons of Italy in America 
219 E Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

cc with incoming to INTERIOR, Lea Uhre, Rm. 6116 

RHT:8echf 
RHT-11 
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National President 
Bruno S. Giuffrida , CA 

National I st Vice President 
S. Joseph Avara, MD 

National 2nd Vice President 
Alben J. Riccelli , Sr., NJ 

National 3rd Vice President 
Peter R. Zuzolo, NY 

National 4th Vice President 
Joanne L. Strollo, PA 
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Henry Frissora, Jr. , MA 

Ex-National President 
Aldo A. Caira, MA 
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Gabriel L.I. Bevilacqua, PA 

National Recording Secretary 
Josephine M. Falco, MA 

National Financial Secretary 
Margaret Montemuro, PA 

National Treasurer 
Joseph E. Fay, NY 

National Trustees 
Victor R. Allienello, Sr. RI 
Thomas C. Baratta, IL 
Michael Cappellotti, CA 
John Copuzelo, FL 
Frank Costanzo, MA 
Alben Evangelisto, PA 
Edmund Forte, PA 
Richard Francescutti , Canada 
Sam Fumosa, NJ 
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Harold Jackson , NW 
Mary L. Johnson , MA 
Nettie Lardieri , PA 
Ann Marmai, MA 
Joseph Mondelli , Ml 
Matthew Nizza, NY 
Mario Scardilli, OH 
Joseph Simile, CA 
Edmund Tino, CT 
Francis J. Valle , MD 

Past National Presidents 
Frank J. Montemuro, Jr., PA 
John G . Spatuzza, IL 
Peter B. Gay, MA 
John Ottaviano, Jr ., CT 

National Chaplain 
Rev . Alben Palombo, FL 

National Historian 
Dominic Massaro , NY 

National Executive Director 
Michael A. Caira 

National Associate Director 
Salvatore M. Ambrosino 

OS/A News Director 
Alben A. Maino 
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Order Sons of Italy in Ameri.ca 
219 E STREET, N.E. • WASHINGTON, D.C: 20002 

(202) 547-2900 

February 21, 1986 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

The Order Son.~ t.f.~ n Am5=i:-.if_~.J.:..§.. d :i.,.§§.EP,Oi,!U-ed o;ver 
e recent events whi~ h av l_ead .to the dismissal of 

Lee·-~racocca·a a:~em.be.:J:: n d . chair~a"n oi the Sta tue of 
Liberty M t i 1{; Island Cent~nnial- Commissioi-t. -As "activ e 
a fi'd- c o nt:ribUting member s ·'o f the "Save· 'rfhe '- Lady" National 
Ethnic Campaign, Sons of Italy members from throughout 
the country have proudly participated in fund raising 
efforts dedicated to the restoration of the Statue of 
Liberty and Ellis Island. The purpose of this letter is 
not to interject the Order in the controversial battle 
over Lady Liberty, but to urge that the course of action 
taken by your administration protect the investment 
made by millions of Americans who truly believe in the 
spirit and strength embodied in the symbolism of our 
national landmarks. 

An evaluation of the statements of Mr. Iacocca, Secre­
tary Hodel, and others close to the issue lead us to 
believe that personal and or political reasons motivated 
the dismissal decision. We are told that Mr. Iacocca's 
position as chairman of both the Statue of Liberty Ellis 
Island Foundation and the Commission were i n conflict. 
Secretary Hodel has yet to adequately e xplain to the 
American people what the conflict of interest is and 
why it took him four years to discover it. Because 
Secretary Hodel is in an important position of pub l ic 
trust, he is obligated to justify his actions. To 
merely say "I made the decision because I thought it 
was r ight" does not square with the American public. 
As you know, Mr. President, we all own an equal share o f 
the Statue. 

Mr. President, we trust that you will bring a positive 
resolution to this controversy. We assure you that as 
an organization, The Order Sons of Italy In America will 

THE ORDER SONS OF /TA.LY IN AMERICA. IS THE OWEST & LARGEST ORGANIZATION OF ITA.UA.N AMERICAN MEN & WOMEN IN THE UNITED STA.TES & CA.NA.DA. . 



Mr. President 
Page 2 
February 21, 1986 

continue to support efforts to restore our national 
shrines. We pledge that support, confident that our 
hard earned dollars and the dollars of every contributor 
will be used in such a way that enhances the memory of 
all those who have passed through the gates of freedom. 

Sincerely, 

.Michael A. Caira 

cc: Supreme Council 
Order Sons of Italy 
in America 

Lee Iacocca 
Donald Hodel 
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March 24, 1986 

Dear Mr. Desena: 

Thank you for your communication to the President regarding 
the termination of Mr. Lee Iacocca as Chairman of the Statue 
of Liberty-Ellis Island Commission. 

The Charter for this Commission placed the authority for the 
appointment and removal of Members solely into the hands of 
the Secretary of the Interior. Therefore, it would be inap­
propriate for either the President or any member of his staff 
to interfere with the Secretary's statutory authority. Because 
of your concern, we have forwarded your letter to Secretary 
Hodel. 

As you may know, Mr. Iacocca continues to serve as Chairman of 
the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation. July 4, 1986 
will be an historic day for all Americans, and Lee Iacocca has 
a major role in the planning of the commemorative events as 
well as in the future plans for Ellis Island. His commitment 
to the cause is very much appreciated by President Reagan. 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Tuttle 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for Presidential Personnel 

The Honorable Neil A. Desena 
Thir Ward Councilman 
City of Bfayonne 
630 Avenue C 
Bayonne, NJ 07002 

cc with incoming to INTERIOR, Lea Uhre, Rm. 6116 

RHT+ltchf 
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DENNIS P. COLLINS 

MAYOR 
February 19th, 1986 

The Hon. Ronald Reagan, President 
The United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

377 i 7?' 

NEIL A.DE SENA 
THIRD WARD COUNCILMAN 

I read of, with total dismay, the dismissal of Mr. Lee 
Iacocca, Chairperson to the Restoration Committee of Ellis 
Island. Secretary Hodel claimed there was a conflict of 
interest and that is why he is removing Mr. Iacocca from 
that position. 

I don't know where the conflict originated from . However, 
I have to believe that before Mr. Iacocca was appointed, all 
possible conflicts were given serious consideration. After 
four years of sweat and tears and 230 million dollars raised 
by one's ability to motivate people, one wonders, will we 
ever learn? 

The dismissal of Mr. Iacocca has created a void in this 
country's thinking and feeling. I would not like to believe 
that being the son of an Italian immigrant has a bearing on 
the Secretary's decision for, in essence, we are all immigrants 
regardless of our time here. I, for one, am very pleased that 
my father did not miss the boat from Italy, for I would not be 
writing this letter. • 

I urge you now, please, .to u~e your good name and office 
to have ., Secret2 _r:t.-.HodeLw.i..thdr_aw__t_he_ dismi.ss.aJ_ qf }ir_. _ racocca, 
then----'aTr-of-·us can join, once again, for the purpose at hana -­
of retaining Ellis Island as a monument, not only to the Lady 
in the Harbor, but really what America stands for. 

NADS:aj 

S?UeJ'. A L . 
Neil A. De~ 
Third Ward Councilman 
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March 24, 1986 

Dear Mr. Diana: 

Thank you for your communication to the President regarding 
the termination of Mr. Lee Iacocca as Chairman of the Statue 
of Liberty-Ellis Island Commission. 

The Charter for this Commission placed the authority for the 
appointment and removal of Members solely into the hands of 
the Secretary of the Interior. Therefore, it would be inap­
propriate for either the President or any member of his staff 
to interfere with the Secretary's statutory authority. Because 
of your concern, we have forwarded your letter to Secretary 
Hodel. 

As you may know, Mr. Iacocca continues to serve as Chairman of 
the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation. July 4, 1986 
will be an historic day for all Americans, and Lee Iacocca has 
a major role in the planning of the commemorative events as 
well as in the future plans for Ellis Island. His commitment 
to the cause is very much appreciated by President Reagan. 

Mr. Thomas E. Diana 
President 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Tuttle 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for Presidential Personnel 

National Council of Columbia 
Associations in Civil Service, Inc. 

Suite 1500 
299 Broadway 
New York, NY 10007 

~fiTr~~ghincoming to INTERIOR, Lea Uhre, Rm. 6116 

RHT-11 



.. 
371;; 7( . ' Founded 1974 
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*Deceased 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear President Reagan: 

• 

February 20, 1986 

The National Council of Columbia Associations in 
Civil Service represents over 105,000 Italian-.Arnericans 
in City, State and Federal government. 

Our membership is very concerned with the r t 
firing___of Tee Iacacca a5-.Clm:rrnan o e Statue-Gf-Liberty 
Restoration Ccmnittee 

Our forefathers came to the United States £rem Italy 

Hon. Mario Biaggi 
President 

and the first tangible evidence of the freedcm and opportunity 
that this country had to offer was the sight of the Statue of 
Liberty in New York Harbor. The Statue sent a rressage to our 
forefathers that if they were willing to work hard and care 
aoout the nation, that they would be able to share in its 
bounties. 

Lee Iacocca is one of these outstanding Italian-Americans 
who has worked hard and cared enough aoout this nation to 
help raise funds to restore this symbol of freedom and 
opportunity in order that it continue to be an inspiration 
to the countless future irrmigrants who will cane to our 
shores. The Statue of Liberty reminds us that our children 
must never forget the idea of .America. We believe that we 
need Lee Iacocca to bring this project to a successful 
conclusion and we implore you to use your good offices 
to have Mr. Iacocca restored to the Chai:rrnanship of the 
Statue of Liberty crnmission. 

Thanking you for your consideration I remain, 

lyy~ 

crnas E. Diana ' 
President 

Representing 105,000 Members in Civil Service, Industrial and Cultural Organizations 



- - -·· - .., .. -ca ........ • __ ........ _ $7fgdl._~ ­
F&'L'J/ff 

DBP41\TMBNT of theJl\JTBRIDR 
• ft~~1iews • release 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY -- David Prosperi (202) 343-6416 

For Release FebruarJ 12, 1986 

: 

D AP 01 AVEDISIAN AS CHAIRMAN OF 
STATut OF LIBERTY-ELLIS ISLAND CENTENNIAL COMMISSION 

- -- REPLACING LEE IACOCCA 

Secietary of the Interior Don Hodel today announced the appointment of 

Armen G. Avedisian, a Chicago area banker and businessman, as Chairman of the . ' 
Statue of Liberty-~llis Island Centennial Commission. Avedisian replaces Lee A. 

Iacocca, wh'ose service as Chairman and member of the advisory ColTITiission has 

been terminated. 

In announcing the appointment of Avedisian, Hode1 said, "I am very pleased 

that Armen Avedisian, who has long been active in the Statue of Liberty and 

·Ellis Island restoration efforts, has agreed to serve in the important role of 

Chairman of the Commission. I am confident that under Mr. Avedisian's 
•• leadership, the members of the commission will continue to work together to 

ensure the su~cess of the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island restoration and 

preservation to which we all are committed." 
. . 

Avedisian has been a member of the Conmission since 1982. 
The Commission was formed .in May 1982 to advise the Secretary of the 

• ~ Interior on the restoration of the Statue of Liberty, the stabilization and 
restoration of key historic buildings on Ellis Island, and on the implementation 
of plans for the Island's use as a living tribute to ethnic and national origins 
of all Americans. 

The Secretary terminated Mr. Iacocca's appointment as Chairman and member 
of the Commission in order to avoid any question of conflict raised by 
Mr. lacocca's continued membership on both the Commission and the Statue of 

. Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation. - ~ ~ -

(more) 

• • ' - • - • - ' • • I' ' • _. I .. • ... _ . 
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11 The matter ·was first brought to my attention by a telegram from the ··-General .:·, ·· 
Counsel of the Foundation to other members of the Conmission who also held 
membership on t _he Foundation Board. The telegram asserted that Foundation 
Chairman lacocca •requests there be no crossover of Commission and Foundation 
Board membership," Hodel said. •This is a matter of _public trust. ♦ - Those of us 
who are heads of Federal departments or agencies have the responsibility to 
maintain the public's confidence in the integrity of government activities. We 
owe.that much to the school children, other indiv;duals, and corporation who 
have contributed their time and money to help restoring .the Statue of Liberty," 
Hodel adcfed. • 

- Hodel encouraged Mr. lacocca's continued participation with the Foundation. 
11 The Foundation needs the confidence and continued support of the American 
people .and it requires that the f~ndraising efforts be timely and adequate for 
the job at hand," Ho~el said. "Therefore, I have asked Mr. lacocca to continue 
to serve as Chairman and member of the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island 
Foundation, which is responsible for funding raising activities. •Because of 
~~ r: key role Mr. lacocca has played in the Fo~ndation's successes to date, I 

indicated to him that his continued personal attention to the affairs of 
~ndation must take precedence at this time." 

. ... : 

~e Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation is a private, non-profit 
car . ation organized to raise funds from the public for the Statue of Liberty 
and ~i l is Island projects. It also lets contracts for reconstruction subject to · 
approval of the Department of the Interior's National Park Service, which 
reviews advise on the project from the Secretary's advisory conmission. 

': 
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~UTSTANO!NG SERVICE TO THE COMMISSION, 

I LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING WITH YOU AT AN EARLY TIME TO DISCUSS TME 
P~OPE~ CONTINUED RELATIONSHIP OF THE FOUNDATION ANO THE COMMISSION, 

S!NCERELY, 
-DONALD PAUL HODEL, SECRETARY 
DEPARTMENT OF INTERIORRIOR 
DEPT - OF INTERIOR 
~ASHINGTON DC 202"0 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • • • * • 
VALENTINE'S DAY TELEGRAM OFFER/ 

GET s2.oo OFF ON VALENTINE'S CAY TELEGRAM OFFER/ 

STARTING FEBRUARY JTH THRU FEBRUA~V 15TH, YOU CAN SAVE 52 ON AN¥/ . 
~ELEG~AM SIMPLY BY CALLING 1•800•325•6000 ANO ASKING FOR OPERATOR #23,I 
SEND YOUR LOVED O~ES A TELEGRAM ANO SAVE S2 ON EACH ORDER DURING THIS/ 
PE~IOD. SUBJECT TO F.c.c. APPROVAL.I 

* ' * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * •• * •• 
ne:ti8 EST 

I C ~GMCOMP 

( 

( 

(_ 

t 

• !,· :- ... 
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• MtILC.PAt-t SE~VICE CENTER· .. . ., 
. . M I DO L E T O '1i1 ~~ , 'V A • ? 2 b U 5 

,, . • -~ 3 0,. ... 

u-o3q383S030002 01/30/86 ICS IPMMTZZ CSP WHSB 
1 2023U35183 MGM TDMT WASHINGTON DC 01•30 0648P EST 

STEPHE~ GLEASON, DIRECTOR EXECUTIVE 
SF.C'-'ETAR!AT 

RECEIVED 
OFFICE Oi= THE UNDER SECRETARY 
.; 

DEFT OF INTERIOR 
WASHINGTON DC 202uo 

--··-·--- ·- ·· 

THIS IS A CONFIRMATION COPY OF THE fOLLO~ING MESSAGES 

2023U35183 TDMT WASHINGTON DC 308 01•30 ObUBP EST 
P~S MR LEE IACCOCCA, CHAIRMAN 
STATUE OF LIBERTY ELLIS CENTENNIAL COMMISSION RPT CLY MGM, EARLY AS 
POSS'IBLE, OLR 
CHRYSLER CORPORATION 
120~ LVNN TO~NSENO OR 
DE T ~ 0 Ii ~~ I u 6 211 

OEAP LEE1 

I HAVE RECEIVED A COPY OF THE FOUNOATION 1S JANUARY 29, 1986 TELEGRA~ 
TO A~MEN AVIDISIAN AND JAKE SIMMONS, ME~BERS OF BOTH T~E STATUE OF 
LIEE~TY ELLIS ISLAND CENTENNIAL COMMI&SION ANn THE BOARD OF OIR£CTORS 
OF STATUE OF LIBERTY ELLIS ISLAND FOUNDATION, AOVISING THAT THERE 
SHOULD BE NO CROSSOVER OF MEMBERSHIP ON T~E TWO BODIES. 

I PEQCEI VE YOU BELIEVE THERE IS OR COULC BE A CONFLICT OF SOME SORT 
IN SERVI ~G TwO ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED IN THIS VERY IMPORTANT PROJECT. 
T~ANK YCU FOR BRINGING THIS TO MY ATTE~TION, 

I ALSO FEEL STRONGLY THAT THIS HISTORIC PRIVATE/PUBLIC SECTOR 
INITIATI VE MUST BE SUCCESSFUL ANO FREE FROM CONFLICTS, 

WE ALL REALIZE THAT NOW IS A MOST CRITICAL TIME IN THE FUND RAISING 
EF~r~T. T~E P~OJECT NEEDS THE CONFIDENCE ANO CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THE 
A~E-Ici~ _PEOPLE ANO REQUIRES THAT THE FUND RAISING EFFORTS or TME 
FtiU~JOATION BE TIMELY ANO ADEQUATE FOR THE JOB AT HANO, BECAUSE OF THE 
KFV ROLE YOU HAVE ~LAVED IN THE FOUNDATIONS SUCCESSES TO OATE IT 
SEE~S THAT YOUR CONTINUED PERSONAL ATTENTION TO THE AFFAIRS OF THE 

.FOU~OATION MUST TAKE~P-RECEDE~CE AT THIS TIME. 
-'· ... 

SINCE - A SOLO~ONS CHOICE MUST BE MACE, YOUR OBSERVATION OF Tt-4E 
NECF.SSIT V FOR AN ABSENCE OF CROSSOVER MEMAERSHIPS ON THE COMMISSION 
A~O ~OiRD REQUIRES THAT I ACCEPT YOUR RESIGNATION AS CHAIRMAN ANO A 
ME~FER OF THE STATUE OF LIBERTY ELLIS ISLAND CE~TENNIAL COMMISSION, I 
wnuLD LIKE TO EXPRESS~, SINCERE THANKS AS WELL AS THAT OF THE 
A~E~ICAN PEOPLE FOR YOUR VALUED SERVICE ON THE COMMISSION• AS SOON AS 

" .. 
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I PERSONAL 

:RESIDENCES 

·.101 Taft Road 
Wiinsdale, IL 60522 
~312/323-4100 

<OFFICES 

· ARMEN G. AVEDISIAN 
,. 

ns Lake Shore Drive 
Lake Geneva, WI 53147 
414/248-7333 

lCltizens National Bank of Lake Geneva 
,.w1 Broad Street 

... ·. 

Cacique #22 
Casa de Campo 
la Romana, 
Dominican Republic 
809/682-2111 
Ext. 2972 

Avedisian Company 
Box 68 

-

!.'Lake Geneva, WI 53147-0432 
1 414/248-6262 

Hinsdale, IL 60522-0068 
312/325-7320 

I FOREFATHERS 

fEight previous generations were Ministers in the Armenian Apostolic Church in Van, Armenia. 

FATHER 

l Purdue University. Entire career with the· State of Illinois as Civil Engineer. 

,FAMILY 

!Married 33 years - Dorothy Donian, Roycemore School, Stephens College, Northwestern University, 
18.S. 1949. Concert singer and painter. 

;Son Guy, graduate of Avery Coonley School 1976, Lake Forest Academy 1980 and Trinity University, 
$an Antonio, Texas, S.S. 1980. All American (Trap Shooting). International Polo Teams. Northern Trust 
fCompany, Financial Analysis Training Program and Commercial Lending, 1981-1984. Pursuing an MBA 
iOegree at the University of Chicago Graduate School of E!usiness. Vice President and Director of Citizens 
~National Bank of Lake Geneva. Vice President and Director of Geneva Capital Corporation and Avedi­
!':Sian Company. ~ 

$on Vann, graduate of Avery Coonley School 1978 and The Hotchkiss School, Lakeville, Connecticut, 
11982. Given golf, computer awards and Special Faculty Commendation at Hotchkiss. Attending Mid­
cdlebury College, Middlebury, Vermont. Graduating May; _1986. Sigma Phi Epsilon. 

tDaughter Donna, graduate of Avery Coonley School, 1982 and in third year at The Hotchkiss School. 
:summers drawing and painting at the Art Institute of Chicago and in France. 

IEDUCATION 

,'lJniversity of Illinois, B. S. 1949 
Major: Civil Engi11eering 
Scholastic Honorary Society: Chi Gamma Iota 
Honors: Highest ten percent of senior class 
Fraternity: Sigma Nu .; • 
University Representative to the Big Ten lnterfraternity Council. 

iAspen Institute of Humanistic Studies 

lUniversity of Chicago Graduate Business School Courses 

I 



' 
I 

-
ARMEN G. AVEDISIAN Page Two of Three 

ti 

PAST BUSINESS CAREER 

Chairman of the Board, Chief Executive Officer, sole stockholder and founder (except Swenson) of: 

Avedisian Industries. Inc. 
Lincoln Stone Quarry, Inc. 
Hillside Stone Corporation 
Midstate Stone Corporation 

Delta Construction Corporation 
Swenson, Inc. 
DVG Corporation 

Th~se firms were involved in the quarrying of limestone aggregates and multi-million dollar contracts 
in the heavy construction of bridges, highways, and airports -(O'Hare Field, Illinois Tollroad, Interstate 
System, dams and nuclear cooling lakes, etc.) 

Retired in 1977 after all of the above corporations were sold or dissolved, except Lincoln which became 
Avedisian Company, a personal holding company. 

Inventor in 1976 and patertee of an impermeable, ecological shale barrier which permits quarries and 
pits (by lining their walls and floors with shale) to be used as landfills without leachates entering the 
acquifer. Shale patents are held in the United States, Canada. United Kingdom, France, and West 
Germany. • 

PRESENT CAREER 

Since retiring in 1977, business activities have been limited to serving as Ci1airman of the Soard, Chief 
Executive Officer and sole stockholder of Avedisian Company, a personal holding company with in­
vestments in equities . bonds, real estate, natural resources, etc. and since 1980 as Chairman of the 
Board and Chief Executive Officer of Citizens National Bank of Lake Geneva and Geneva Capital Cor­
poration. All of the stock of CNBLG and GCC is owned by Avedisian and his children. 

Majority of time presently spent on eleemosynary activi~es . 

PAST ACTIVITIES 

The National Limestone Institute. Washington, D.C .. past Chairman of the Board, 1971. An organiza­
tion of 700 limestone quarry corporations in North, Central and South America. 

, Illinois Association of Aggregate Producers, President, 1968. 

Midwest Crushed Limestone Institute, President, 1966-67. 

_ .,Illinois Road Builders Association . Director and Treasurer, 1963. 

Glenwood School for Boys, Trustee and Investment Committee. 

Societe des Bains de Mer de Monte Carlo, World Backgammon Championship General Committee. 

Avery Coonley School, Tru~t~J!. 1private day school for gifted children . 
. . 

Easter Seal Society, Trustee. 

Max McGraw Wildlife Foundation, Trustee. 

University of Illinois Presidents Council. 
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PRESENT ACTIVITIES 

Appointed by President Ronald Reagan to the Statue of Liberty/Ellis Island Centennial Commission 
in 1982 at the White House. Appointed by Chairman Lee lacocca in 1982 to the Executive Committee 
of the Commission. In 1984 elected to the Statue of Liberty/Ellis Island Foundation's Board of Directors 
and in 1985 to its Executive Committee. The purpose of the Commission through the Foundation is 
to raise 230 million dollars privately, to reconstruct the Statue of liberty and Ellis Island and to be respon­
sible for the Centennial celebrations in 1986 and 1992 respectively. 

Awarded by President Gerald Ford in 1983 at ceremonies in Oak Brook, Illinois, the Distinguished Eagle 
Scout award, which is given in recognition of distinguished achievement in his profession and service 
to his country. • 

Geneva Capital Corporation, Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer. 

Citizens National Bank of Lake Geneva, Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer. 

Art Institute of Chicago:' 
Classical Art Acquisition Committee. 1978 to present 
Oriental Art Acquisitions Committee, 1964 
Men 's Council, 1961 
Governing Life Member, 1961 
Sustaining Fellow 

Paintings and/or scu!ptu,s dor.ated or loaned to the Art institute of Chicago . de Young Memorial Museum 
of San Francisco. New Orleans Museum of Art, Metropoiitan MuseuiT, of Art, Ford Library at The 
Hotchkiss School, Middlebury College, Krannert Museum, University of Illinois, etc. 

Chicago Symphony Orchestra: Trustee of the Orchestral Association and Chairman of 1981 and 1985 
European Tour Committee, and Chairman of the 1986 Tour of Japan. 
Korea and Hong Kong.. 

Lyric Opera of Chicago: Director. 

TRAVEL 

Very extensive worldwide travel over the past thirty years, to visit foreign quarries and construction 
projects particularly in Europe and South America. to-patent shale process in Europe. to plan and ac­
company the CSO on their European Tours and to- search for classical antiquities and paintings for 
personal art collection. 

CLUBS 
The Casino 
Chicago Club 
Racquet Club of Chicago 
Butler National ~olf Club 

REFERENCES 

Upon request. 

• • 

Lake Geneva Country Club 
Polo Club (Oak Brook) 
Palm Beach Polo & Country Club 
Casa de Campo Golf Club 

• 

Nov. 6, 1985 
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AVIDISIAN, AJtMEN ~ CDrl)Ontiaa executive, invesu,r, b. Chge_ 
Oct. 2!, 1926: L ~ Ca- &Dd K..udOYil (Ignatius) A.; m. Dorotily 
D. Donian. Nov. 12.1952: childn:!I: Guy~ Yann~ Donna A. B.S_ . 
U. lU.. 1949.· Civil mgr. SWxiard Paving Co_ O,go_ 1949; comtnl. 
supL Gallagher Asplw1 Cap_ Thonu.an. lll_ 1950-5.5; v.p_ dir. Am. 
Asph.a.11 Paving C.O.. Chl,O,. 1956-64; chmn. bd.. pres. Lincoln S1011e 
Quany, lDc.. Joliet. Ill. 1964-, Awdit:i.au Industries, lDc.. Hillside, 
llL 1964-; chmn. bd. Della UXUtnl. Corp_ Joliet, 1961-, SwauoD, 
lDc.. 1970-, Midsatc SIODC eor,,_ Gillespie, IIL 1970-; durm. bd.. 
chic! e:uc. officer Hil!J:id,c S-G,'l'- 1969-, AYl!disiu Co.. 197&-; 
c:hmn. bd.., c:hic:f CIIIC. offlccr Geneva Capital Corp_ !..au Geneva, 
WiL; c:1mm. bd. Citm:m NaL Bu.k. O=eva. Man. pres.'s com_ bd. 
din. 4ric Open. O:.&Q.. 196!-; man. du.sic:al an acquwti0111 com. 
An.lnsL Olio- 1961-; Um1eC Aw:ry Coonley~ Chgo. Symphony 
On:h.. 197&-; tnistoe. c::hr:m. European tour a>m. Chgo. Sym;)bony 
Orch.; UUSt.ec Olm'IIIOOd (IlL) Sch. toe Boya, Mu Mc:Oraw Wildlife 
Found.; mcm. cue. bd. Boy Socuta Am.. 197&-; man. S1&t11e ot 
u"bcny / EiliJ l&l&Dd CaiLCIIZlial Comm11., 1982; v.p. Geueva Lake 
Wala' Salety PaU'Ol; · mcm. p. com. Soci~ dca ·Bama de Mer de 
Monte Cuio World Bad:gammon Q.ampiODJhip. Served ..,th AUS, 
1~5 . .R.ccipiau Dutin&, Eagle Seoul a...-ud. 1913. Man. NaL 
l..i.i:xxsLODC Inn. (chmn.. bd. 1971-). Midwest Cnuhed l...imes1011e l111L 
(pn:a. 1~7). NaL Crushed SIDDe Inn. (bd. IO¥L 19n-), JU. Rd. 
Bu.ildc:n ADIL (dir- tn:u. 1963). Am.. Weu.em JOCS. avil mp.. lll. 
AKn. Aggrepl& Produa:n (dir_ prca. 1961). Sigma Nu. Cubs: Chgo_ 
Casino. R&cquel (Chgo.); llutler NaL Ooll (Oak Brook. Ill) (sov. 
197&-); Cu.a.de Campo 0oU (DominicaD R.epubl.ic); Dunham Woods 
Ridin& (Wayne. m); L.ue Geneva UJUntty, Palm Beach (F1L) Polo 

• &Del G:iwitty. Patmiee ~ble ocol shale bamcr in U.S., Can., 
U.K_ W. Ger_ F~ Offloe: Citii=I Nal Bank Box 432 401 Broad 
St uke Gmeva WI 53147 

; 

MARQUIS • 

Wto'sW.ho 
Marquis Who's Who, Inc. 
200 E.ast Ohio Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 U.S.A. 
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PJB: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

2/13/86 

Alec Christie called to say t h e 
President should put I acocca back 
into fii s J o o . 
Sec. Hodel made a fool of himself 
and should reverse his position. 

Number: 320-4904. 

38311.3 
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PJB: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

2/13/86 

Mr. Wilson Bulle a friend 
of yours from McLean, called 
to tell you he thinks Hodel 
made a grave mistake.---

big mistake, and hopes you 
will pass this word along. 

If you want to speak to him 

CJ 

about it his number is: 387-1643. 

P.S. He suggests you stop jogging, 
you are losing too much weight. 

383 .114 

///c) 
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PJB: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

2/12/86 

A Mr. James Downey of Pittsburgh, 
PA cal leato vent his ~rustration 
over the firing of Iacocca. 

He has been a long and dedicated 
fan of yours and the Administrationts, 
and wanted you to know he his 
quite upset with Sec. Hodel~ 
and hopes you can speak to the 
President about the situation. 

He contributed quite a bit of 
money to the Liberty reconstruction, 
and wants to see it put to good 
use. 

His number: 412-321-4889. 

383115 
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_ rch 5 , 1986 

Oea·r · Senator Baucus : 

Thank you for your February 21 letter to 
the President regarding the dismissal o~ 
Lee !acoeca .is head of the Statue of 
Liber_ty- Ellis Island. Centennial Commissio~ •• 

·r have, relayed- .your thoaghts, 'on this, :matter to 
the PrGsident . In addition , I will ·mak-e sure 
that your concerns are brought to the ' 
attention of key m.('!mbers of the Presidoni,"" ­
aav:,isory staff . 

'·tth best wi , 

Sincerely·; 

i . • . 1aa 1 I IcJ:•I 
.is..t t~ the President 

• The. :Honorable Max :aaucu 
tii1ited States Scnat.e 

■ Washington, o.c .. 20510 

ZKRJ:hlb 

~

w/copy of inc to Don Regan - FYI 
w/copy of inc to Al Kingnon - FYI 
w/copy of inc to Bob Tuttle - FYI 
w/copy of inc to Katja Bullock - FYI 

• 

•• 



MA>i BAUC~S 
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The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

i\nittd £,tatts £,matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

February 21, 1986 

20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

37>35"7/ 
WASHINGTON, DC 
(202) 224-2851 

MONTANA TOLL FREE NUMBER 
1-800-332-8108 

Americans are looking forward with great anticipation toward 
the centennial of the Statue of Liberty. This celebration should 
be an occasion of pride in our country and our accomplishments-­
past and present--and a promise to remain true to the ideals which 
have made America great. Unfortunately, a dark cloud now hangs 
over this event: I am referring to the dismissal of Lee Iacocca 
as head of the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Centennial 
Commission. 

Mr. Iacocca has demonstrated a unique ability to get the job 
done and to do it well. He is often viewed as an example of what 
can be accomplished in the land of opportunity, and his 
entrepreneurship and strong character are admired by many. He 
almost singlehandedly has raised much of the money needed to 
restore a national landmark for future generations. Because of 
his efforts, Big Business and Traditional Values are not con­
sidered so unlikely a team. 

Mr. Iacocca is an innovator, but he is also viewed by many 
people as a person who defends and wants to preserve America's 
history. His stand against commercialization of Ellis Island is 
applauded by the average citizen who is perplexed by Mr. Iacocca's 
abrupt removal from his position on the Centennial Commission. 
And, at this stage of the game, a falling out between Mr. Iacocca 
and the administration can only be a real disappointment to 
everyone. 

Mr. President, I respectfully request that you look into this 
matter. If this decision could be reconsidered, I believe that 
many Americans would be grateful. And, in any event, I think an 
attempt on your part to heal the breach and lead us in rising 
above personalities and politics in connection with a project of 
great importance to the American public, would be appreciated. 

BILLINGS 

(406) 657-6790 

With warmest personal regards, I am 

BOZEMAN 

(406) 586-6 104 
BUTTE 

(406) 782-8700 
GREAT FALLS 

(406) 761-1574 
HELENA 

(4061 449-5480 
MISSOULA 

(406) 329-3123 
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SUBJECT: OPPOSES DISMISSAL OF LEE IACOCCA FROM POST AS 
CHAIRMAN OF THE STATUE OF LIBERTY - ELLIS 
ISLAND CENTENNIAL COMMISSION 
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March 24, 1986 

Dear Dr. Valletutti: 

Thank you for your communication to the President regarding 
the termination of Mr. Lee Iacocca as Chairman of the Statue 
of Liberty-Ellis Island Commission. 

The Charter for this Commission placed the authority for the 
appointment and removal of Members solely into the hands of 
the Secretary of the Interior. Therefore, it would be inap­
propriate for either the President or any member of his staff 
to interfere with the Secretary's statutory authority. Because 
of your concern, we have forwarded your letter to Secretary 
Hodel. 

As you may know, Mr. Iacocca continues to serve as Chairman of 
the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation. July 4, 1986 
will be an historic day for all Americans, and Lee Iacocca has 
a major role in the planning of the commemorative events as 
well as in the future plans for Ellis Island. His commitment 
to the cause is very much appreciated by President Reagan. 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Tuttle 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for Presidential Personnel 

Dr. Joseph F. Valletutti 
Executive Director 
Americans of Italian Descent, Inc. 
Suite 306 
104 East 40th Street 
New York, NY 10016 

cc with incoming to INTERIOR, Lea Uhre, Rm. 6116 
RHT:8echf 
RHT-11 



Truth • Fairness• Integrity 

DR . JOSEPH F. VALLETUTTI 
Executive Director 

3 g.Sh3~ 
Americans of Italian Descent, Inc. 

United and Dedicated to Combat Defamation 
104 E. 40th St., Suite 306, New York, N. Y. 10016 

Telephone (212) 697-8850 

Hon. Ronald Reggan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

2/26/86 

The firing of Lee Iacocca from his post as Chair-
ma ·f ·'"~!!,!"=-....,. Y't' - 'itt , ____ iett--d--Gen-.,,,"'--...... 
~ enn al Commission is an abuse of power by Donald 
~ t at brings iscredi t on t he~ concluct 'of-you-r 
admini~tration. The magnitude of this folly requi­
res your immediate intervention so that this in­
sult to a great American can be repaired. 

Lee Iacocca is a legend for all Americans. He is 
the acknowledged genius who turned around the na­
tion's depressed and faltering automotive industry. 
Only through his charisma, networking, and friends 
in financial circles, have the enormous funds been 
raised to restore the" Lady" and renovate Ellis 
Island. 

' As the son of immigrants, he brought to this task 
a special enthusiasm. His own spirit spilled over 
and infected the nation inspiring millions upon 
millions of ordinary people to give of their earn­
ings to keep American's beacon of liberty visible 
for all to admire and revere. 

Lee Iacocca deserves our undying praise. He is per­
ceived as a man of presidential timber who single­
handedly raised $ 240,000,000. To fire him four 
years later in his tenure after he had raised most 
of the money on such tenuous grounds as a conflict 
of ~nterest, is nothing but sheer stupidity. Think­
ing people consider this episode as an exercise in 
gross pettiness and the height of callousness a­
gainst a first class citizen. You Mr. President, 
in good conscience, cannot remain indifferent. 

Contributions are Tax Deductible 



Truth • Fairness• Integrity 

DR. JOSEPH F. VALLETUTTI 
Execu tive Director 

Americans of Italian Descent, Inc. 
United and Dedicated to Combat Defamation 

104 E. 40th St., Suite 306, New York, N. Y. 10016 
Telephone (212) 697-8850 

Mr. President, we the sons and daughter of Italian 
immigrants ask you to rectfy the traversty commit­
ted by your Secretary of the Interior. Through you, 
let the greatness of America prevail. We call upon 
you to reverse y~rSecretary and light the torch for 
a wonderful American, Lee Iacocca. Gi ve us more rea­
son to respect, honor and love you. 

In further support of Lee Iacocca we endorse and urge 

\

you to put the weight of your office behind the D'Amato/ 
Biaggi legislation preventing the commercialization of 
Ellis Island. 

We anxiously await your reply. 

Sincerely yours. 

il~',I'./. 5- t/~ 
ffr.Joseph F. Valletutti 
Executive Director 

JFV: j c 

C. C • Hon.M;~rj, o Cuomo 
c.c. lion. Joseph Addabbo 

Hon. Alfonse D'Amato 
Hon. Joseph Dio Guardi 
Hon. Frank Annunzio 
Hon. Pete Domenici 
Hon. Guy Molinari 
Hon. Peter Rodino,Jr. 
Hon. Mario Biaggi 
Hon. Denis Cuomo 
Hon Denis De Concini 
Hon. Daniel P. Moynihan. 
Hon. William D. Fugazy 

Contributions are Tax Deductible 
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March 24, 1986 

Dear Judge Caputo: 

Thank you for your communication to the President regarding 
the termination of Mr. Lee Iacocca as Chairman of the Statue 
of Liberty-Ellis Island Commission. 

The Charter for this Commission placed the authority for the 
appointment and removal of Members solely into the hands of 
the Secretary of the Interior. Therefore, it would be inap­
propriate for either the President or any member of his staff 
to interfere with the Secretary's statutory authority. Because 
of your concern, we have forwarded your letter to Secretary 
Hodel. 

As you may know, Mr. Iacocca continues to serve as Chairman of 
the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation. July 4, 1986 
will be an historic day for all Americans, and Lee Iacocca has 
a major role in the planning of the commemorative events as 
well as in the future plans for Ellis Island. His commitment 
to the cause is very much appreciated by President Reagan. 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Tuttle 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for Presidential Personnel 

The Honorable Rose A. Caputo 
Judge 
Workers' Compensation Board 

of the State of New York 
35 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10003 

cc with incoming to INTERIOR, Lea Uhre, Rm. 6116 
RHT:8echf 
RHT-11 



\,.'ROSE A. CAPUTO 

t'•c~'vuoGE 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

WORKERS' COMPENSATION BOARD 

.., 

Ronald R. Reagan 
President of the United 
Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

--
; • • 

~?f?Pf. . . 

~ 

February 21, 1986 

States 

Having read about the removal of Lee A. Iacocca as head of the 
Federal Advisory Commission on restoration of the Statue of 
Liberty and historic buildings on Ellis Island, I am deeply 
concerned and horrified that such an action can take place in 
this day and age. To remove a man who epitomizes the 
contributions of persons whose immigrant parents came through 
the doors of Ellis Island is unfair. It impinges the integrity 
of a man who has been praised as "a classic example of American 
Volunteerism". 

The coming together of all ethnic groups to create this great 
land of ours has made America strong. We have not however 
forgotten ou r roots. We must and should treat Ellis Island as 
a hallowed place for our children, resident aliens, visitors 
and Americans to remember our forefathers. 

Mr. Hodel' s action is disgraceful. Does Mr. Hodel want to 
destroy our heritage? Does he want to forget the past and 
present immigrants who have struggled and fought for our way of 
life? 

Please, Mr. President, look into this _matter .. and_ res tore Mr. 
Ia-c_occa t g_ t fi_e _ post -he j_ustly dese_!'~~- He has caused this 
project to be so successful because of his image of knowing a 
person can be a success. He is Mr. Statue of Liberty. He 
stands up tall for the American way. 

~rul 

~~-, 
ROSE A. CAPUTO 
Judge,Workers' Compensation Board 

RAC/jc 

cc: Coalition of Italo-American Assoc. 
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March 24, 1986 

Dear Mr. Fasano: 

Thank you for your communication to the President regarding 
the termination of Mr. Lee Iacocca as Chairman of the Statue 
of Liberty-Ellis Island Commission. 

The Charter for this Commission placed the authority for the 
appointment and removal of Members solely into the hands of 
the Secretary of the Interior. Therefore, it would be inap­
propriate for either the President or any member of his staff 
to interfere with the Secretary's statutory authority. Because 
of your concern, we have forwarded your letter to Secretary 
Hodel. 

As you may know, Mr. Iacocca continues to serve as Chairman of 
the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation. July 4, 1986 
will be an historic day for all Americans, and Lee Iacocca has 
a major role in the planning of the commemorative events as 
well as in the future plans for Ellis Island. His commitment 
to the cause is very much appreciated by President Reagan. 

Mr. Edmond A. Fasano 
Executive Director 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Tuttle 
Deputy Assistant to tne President 

for Presidential Personnel 

Italian Charities of American, Inc. 
83-20 Queens Boulevard 
Elmhurst, NY 11373 

cc with incoming to INTERIOR, Lea Uhre, Rm. 6116 

RHT:8echf 
RHT-11 
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fJtatian e1taeitieJ o/ c?tmezica, fJnc. 
83-20 QUEENS BOULEVARD • E,LMHLJRS'f, NEW YORK 11373 • (212) 478 -3100 

February 28, 1986 

Dear President Reagan: 

Our organization is celebrating its 50th Anniversary, and as Italian 
Americans we have always served our Country with the highest 
degree of integrity and pride. 

We are deeply disturbed by the sudden firing of Mr. Lee Iacocca 
by the interior secretary Donald P. Hodel When Mr. Iacocca 
was called upon to head the fund drive for the Statue of Liberty, 
he accepted without hesitation the privilege of serving his Country. 

The 230 million dollars Mr. lacocca has already collected, "SPEAKS 
FOR ITSELF". Mr. Hodel knew that Mr. Iacocca had the respect 
and admiration of the American people, that is why he appointed 
him, AND HE WAS RIGHT Success does not come easy. It takes 
talent, guts, hard work and perseverance to achieve a successful 
goal. Mr. Iacocca proved it can be done. 

Mr. President, do not allow our Government to be further ridiculed 
because of personal differences by men who make blatanly outrageous 
decisions. 

We urge you to intervene anrl have Mr. Iacocca re-appointed to his 
rightful position and to lead the forth-coming 100th year Anniversary 
of the Statue of Liberty. 

Our organization also supports the Federal Legislation introduced by 
Senator Alphonse D'Amato and Congressman Mario Biaggi, to 
preserve Ellis Island for its Historical Signi ficancy. 

WITH LIBER1Y AND JUSTICE FOR ALL ESPECIALLY FOR 
MR. LEE IACOCCA. 

Executive Director 
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March 24, 1986 

Dear Mr. Marasco: 

Thank you for your communication to the President regarding 
the termination of Mr. Lee Iacocca as Chairman of the Statue 
of Liberty-Ellis Island Commission. 

The Charter for this Commission placed the authority for the 
appointment and removal of Members solely into the hands of 
the Secretary of the Interior. Therefore, it would be inap­
propriate for either the President or any member of his staff 
to interfere with the Secretary's statutory authority. Because 
of your concern, we have forwarded your letter to Secretary 
Hodel. 

As you may know, Mr. Iacocca continues to serve as Chairman of 
the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation. July 4, 1986 
will be an historic day for all Americans, and Lee Iacocca has 
a major role in the planning of the commemorative events as 
well as in the future plans for Ellis Island. His commitment 
to the cause is very much appreciated by President Reagan. 

Mr. Robert P. Marasco 
Deputy City Clerk 
City of Newark 
Newark, NJ 07102 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Tuttle 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for Presidential Personnel 

cc with incoming to INTERIOR, Lea Uhre, Rm. 6116 
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FRANK D 'AscENSIO 

CITY CLERK 

NEWARK , N.J. 0710 2 

Hon. Ronald Reagan 
President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Dear President Reagan 

March 6, 1986 

At its special meeting of February 25, 1986, the Newark Municipal Council adopted 
a 11 RESOLUTION BY THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL STRONGLY CRITICIZING THE UNITED STATES 
SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, DONALD P. HODEL, FDR REMOVING LEE IACOCCA AS CHAIRMAN 
OF THE ADVISORY COMMISSION ON THE RESTORATION OF THE STATUE OF LIBERTY AND ELLIS 
ISLAND, AND URGING MR. IACOCCA I S IMMEDIATE REINSTATEMENT. 11 A certified copy 
of the resolution is enclosed. 

Council Members expressed the belief that Mr. Iacocca has done more than any 
one American to preserve and promote this great symbol of our heritage and he 
has become a great symbol to the world of the accomplishments of the sons and 
daughters of the millions of persons who passed through Ellis Island and were 
welcomed by the Statue of Liberty in their quest for freedom and opportunity. 
It is the Council's belief that Mr. Iacocca deserves the applause of a grateful 
nation, rather than a capricious ouster for narrow political considerations. 

The Municipal Council believes that this action by the administration has cast 
a cloud over the forthcoming rededication of the Statue of Liberty. By restoring 
him to the chairmanship of the commission he has served so well, the administration 
can brighten the glow of the torch in New York Harbor for millions of persons 
here and around the worle. 

MEw 
7Re(s-1) 022586 
cc: The Members of the Municipal Council 

Hon. Kenneth A. Gibson, Mayor 
Hon. Bill Bradley, U.S . Senator 
Hon. Frank Lautenberg, U.S. Senator 
Hon. Peter W. Rodino, Jr., Member of Congress 
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WHEREAS, Lee lacocca is one of the most widely respected bus i ness 
executives in the nation, and his vision and determination rescued a 
major automobile manufacturer from collapse, and his autobiography has 
become one of the best-selling books in publishing history, and public-opinion 
po 11 s show that he is one of the most popular persons in t he United 
States today; and • 

WHEREAS, Lee Iacocca has served with the utmost distinction 
i n recent years as chairman of the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Centennial 
Co11111ission of the U.S . Department of the Interior and as chairman of 
the private Statue of Liberty-Ell i s Island Foundation, Inc . , and has 
raised more than $230 million to restore this great national symbol 
and assure i ts sur.vival and good health for a second century; and 

WHEREAS, Lee Iacocca has done more than any one person to 
muster national support for the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island, 
and to focus worldwide attention on these twin symbols of America's 
hi storic role as a gateway to freedom and opportunity, and he has also 
demonstrated that the private and public sectors can work together effectively 
for noble national purposes; and 

WHEREAS, Lee Iacocca on February 12, 1986, was su11111arily dismissed 
from the unpaid chairmanship of the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island advisory 
co11111ission by Secretary of the Interior Donald P. Hodel, and this unwarranted 
and arbi trary action has outraged the American people and disrupted 
the efforts to preserve these two historic sites and protect them from 
co11111ercial exploitation; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF NEWARK, NEW JERSEY, THAT the Municipal Council strongly 
criticizes the United States Secretary of the Interior, Donald P. Hodel, 
for removing Lee Iacocca as chairman of the Advisory Co11111ission on the 
Restoration of the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island, and does urge 
Mr . Iacocca ' s illlllediate reinstatement to this position in which he has 
already performed extraordinary public service . 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT certified copies of this resolut ion 
be sent to President Ronald Reagan, Secretary of the Interior Donald 
P. Hodel, and Lee · Iacocca. 

CARRINO 
RICI 

. CERTIFIED TO BY ME THIS 
' 27TH DAY OF FEBRUARY . 19861 FEB 2 5 1986 
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SUBJECT: OPPOSES COMMERCIALIZATION OF ELLIS ISLAND 
AND OPPOSES DISMISSAL OF LEE IACOCCA 
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March 24, 1986 

Dear Mr. Tocci: 

Thank you for your communication to the President regarding 
the termination of Mr. Lee Iacocca as Chairman of the Statue 
of Liberty-Ellis Island Commission. 

The Charter for this Commission placed the authority for the 
appointment and removal of Members solely into the hands of 
the Secretary of the Interior. Therefore, it would be inap­
propriate for either the President or any member of his staff 
to interfere with the Secretary's statutory authority. Because 
of your concern, we have forwarded your letter to Secretary 
Hodel. 

As you may know, Mr. Iacocca continues to serve as Chairman of 
the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation. July 4, 1986 
will be an historic day for all Americans, and Lee Iacocca has 
a major role in the planning of the commemorative events as 
well as in the future plans for Ellis Island. His commitment 
to the cause is very much appreciated by President Reagan. 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Tuttle 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for Presidential Personnel 

The Honorable Ronald C. Tocci 
Member of the Assembly of the 

State of New York 
Albany, NY 12248 

cc with incoming to INTERIOR, Lea Uhre, Rm. 6116 
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THE ASSEMBLY 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

ALBANY 
RONALD TOCCI 

85th Assembly District 

□ Room 940 
Legislative Office Building 
Albany, New York 12248 

(518) 455-4897 

□ 77 Quaker Ridge Road 
New Rochelle, New York 10804 

(914) 235-7900 

Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W . 
Washington, D.C . 20500 

Dear President Reagan : 

March 6, 1986 

When Lee Iacocca solicited contributions for 
the purpose of restoring the Statue of Liberty 
and to preserve Ellis Island, certainly the 
furthest thought visiliazed for this restora­
tion was commercialization in any form. 

II must also express my disappointment with the 
\ ;avalier attitude taken toward Lido A. Iacocco , 

who has accomplished what no other inter~sted 
\ ~erican could have - the refurbishing of the 
~ atue of Liberty, on time! 

The July 4th celebration, will be flawed unless 
this injustice is rectified. --, 

Respectfully, 

~ ---
ona . occi / 

Assemblyman 

d. 

COMMITTEES 

Consumer Affairs and Protection 
Education 

Energy 
Environmental Conservation 

Labor 




