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DEPARTM E NT O F STATE 

W ashington, D .C. 20520 

November 19, 1981 

Dear Mr. Asencio: 

Your letter dated September 29 to President Reagan 
has been referred to this office. 

We are pleased by your interest in Caribbean 
affairs and by the support among people like yourself 
for the President's Caribbean Basin Initiative. During 
the past several months we have met with government 
and business leaders of several Caribbean and Central 
American nations to discuss implementation of measures 
to encourage trade and investment in the Caribbean 
Basin region. We hope that a comprehensive set of 
proposals can be announced shortly. 

We have encouraged the governments and private 
sectors of Puerto Rico and the U.S . Virgin Islands 
to join in this consultative process. If you wish 
to involve yourself directly in this effort, I suggest 
you contact the Virgin Islands Chamber of Commerce 
or the Governor's office to find out what cooperative 
actions t hey are engaged in with other Caribbean states. 

Thank you again for your support. 

Sincerely, 

John M Penfol d 
Acting Director 
Office of Regional Economic Policy 
Bureau of Inter-American Affairs 

Mr. Edwin D. Asencio 
Post Office Box 6B 
Sunny Isle Shopping Center 
Christiansted, St. Croix VI 00820 
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Post Office Box 6 B 
Sunny Isle Shopping Center 
Christiansted, St.Croix 
u.s.v.I. 00820 

81.33i.Z5 

September 29, 1981 

c ~ ~ The President of the United States 
J White House 

Washington, D,C. 

Dear Mr. Presidents 

0 ·64 05 

May this letter find you and your loved ones in the very best of 
health. 

Sir, be it radio, television, telegraph or satellite communica­
tions; fact is we live in a world of instant communication. Yet, it 
seems that lack of effective communication is the common denominator 
in most" people related problems." It seems that the human element 
is still the most vital link in effective communication. 

Mr. President, your ~ Caribbean Policy," idea has totally captured 
my interest and imagination. To say the least I'm fascinated and com­
pletely optimistic. Success will be the end result. 

Mr. President, I wish to give you the highlights of my personal 
backgrounds 

(a) I'm a 37 year old Puerto Rican; born in Cabo Rojo,P.R. 
(b) I have been an enlisted member of the Navy since September 1964. 
(c) Since April 1977 I have been on Navy Recruiting Duty in the 

Caribbeans 
(1) April 1977 - Jan 1980 in Puerto Rico 
(2) Jan 1980 to present in St.Croix u.s.v.r. 

(d) I'm bi-lingual and tri-cultural 

Sir, I unconditionally volunteer to work in any capacity towar..<Lachie­
vement of _th "Cari.bbea.n-1?.all.cy," goals and ob-jectives. I can't help 
but to feel that I would be a" Human Element," asset to the" Caribbean 
Policy," staff. 

ly 

., 
Asencio U.S.Navy 

076-34-1291 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Mr. Harold Peter Stern 
Wendover Road 
Rye, N.Y. 10580 

Dear Mr. Stern: 

Wa sh ington, 0 .C. 20520 

I am responding to your letters to President 
Reagan of October 20 and September 16 regarding US 
policy toward Central America. 

In spite of what your informant was told, there 
has been a considerable change in our Embassies in 
Central America since the Carter years. We have made 
changes in our representation at the Ambassadorial 
level in El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, and Honduras. 
Our mission to Belize has been upgraded to an Embassy 
with Belizean independence. Our policy of support 
for the Duarte government in El Salvador and democracy 
in the region has not changed, although its implemen­
tation has been significantly different. The Reagan 
Administration's concern for human rights is as great 
as that of the Carter Administration, but it has 
been expressed privately rather than publicly. Those 
factors in our international relationships which are 
governed not by administration policy but by law, 
such as the exportation of weapons and police equipment, 
obviously have not changed. Perhaps your friend was 
referring to such matters as these. 

We share your concern for the situation in Central 
America. The Administration has done a great deal 
to focus world attention upon the problems there. 
We will do all that we can to support democratic forces 
in the region and prevent its further descent into 
totalitarianism. But in the final analysis, it is 
necessary for the people and governments of the region 
to decide what they will be, and to make it possible 
for us to support them. Congress does not seem ready 
to alter its legal requirements for recipients of 
DS military assistance, and the administration cannot 
act without the support of congress . 

• 
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Thank you very much for your interest in the 
area. If you will be coming to Washington at any 
time, I or one of my assistants would be pleased to 
meet with you to discuss the region. 

Sincere y yours, 

5,Cr 1g Johnstone 
Dire or, Office of 
Cen al American Affairs · 
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8134651 
HARO PETER STERN WENDOVER ROAD, RYE, N. Y. 10580, TEL: 914-967 - 3431 

October 20, 1981 

The Pres i dent of the United States 
of America 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20501 

Dear Mr. President: 

8/, 5Zf ;)-· 

I regret that my letter of September 16th was never favored with 
a reply . 
.--..--- · 
As I fear this letter may not have been brought to your attention, 
I am t aking the liberty of sending you a copy. 

Best wishes. 

HPS: al 

Encl : copy letter dated September 16. 1981 ..... . 



Bqtflmbsr 18., 1881 .. 

f'hB 'Prtleidtmt of thl, Unittad States 
of Amenca 

nz. HoncNh'ts RonaU Rsagan 
f1u, Whits Houss 
Na.htngton., DC 20501 

.2'M un&mri,gn.sd ia a Repu)1.iaan Nmi, '!ol9k State CC#Tffllttseman and 
had bhtl p'teasuzee of 7/'tesUng .you en ths oocaeion of_y_our, vte~ t 
to tbs NSi.denos of John Loeb in Purchaae. We came to meet 
you at tM ~~tnboJ90-A-1.p-pon-and subsequently had a chancs to 
a~ f01' a tittZ~ 1'>hile. 

I an Vw• l'Pesident of a firm specialising in the e:cpo:rrt of 
uz:rtou rnaterlaZ.. Uno'tw!iing pot.ics equipm,n Jt o- '-Csn-bral and 
llout'h Arrual'ioa. 

I am taktng t'l'ul Ubany of w-f..z,ting to yoM Ncause I cun most 
oon<JQzrne4 about latest deve 1.qments in Central Amenca. ,...__ 

I hav11 uisited that a'Pea on many oocas-tons sane ti.ms ago., but 
havs not gorn, tatet.y. Othsrs fi>ith fA1han t4e al'B connsoted hat,11 
vtritBd CantNt Ame1.9i.oa and hav8 rotumed etzteesing the 
contt,aion and disorganiaation which aseme to be prBVaZent 
thns. 

Bau of OUl' cUenta an4 frtends are r1onde'Plng ri,'hy yoiaa 
A6ninistratum has given sz:q;,pon to the Ba'l.vado:ricm Government 
and tatks alma s~q,ping Camruni.Bm 1,n C6ntra'l Alme~ca, but att 
othsr curtn:one dotm thel'IJ sesm to conti.nw emott.y the same ae 
dJating th,, CaJttsr, Admtnistrati.on1 

It has come to my atttmti.on that a :reaent viA-ltor to alt th6 
Cffltmt ~rican oowitl'ioe l4a8 to'td., by ll.S , Dnbaesy personnst# 
that thon hava not been any ahanges in otther atUtMde o;ro in 
approaoh to tha 'tocaZ. authonttes. 

I 11a&tZd 1,tk,g to bnng thi.11 situation to your pereonat attention 
bDCaJUIQ it SGtlmll m,erythlng 1,n Cent;ral Amianca is dstsnoztating 
1.'a{)'l,d1,y. If diz,sct oz, ,t,ndf,tteot aotion -t, not taken in tha ve~ 
1UlfZl' fu1;vrts, 1,t iooks Vtn'IJ much as if Hondta'aS and Guat(!J11(l7,a 
nahraZty Sa'{:oadoz,., inti mumtwtiy fait into the hands of 
t'h,, Catl1ZlD'liots. 

(aontimu,d on page 2) •..•• 

·i 
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___ , __ 

The PHsicunt of th8 Uni.tad Stat6:o 
of 11.ms!'i.aa 

tl'ht, Bonol'ClbZs RonaU RtJagan Ssptem1,Qr 18~ 1181 

1 uou'Zd Uke to appsai to you to r,lll)i,m,, th1.e sitMatum pw11onatZ.11 
and (%8sign '(.,_t rna.rit1ffif111 priority~ • 

Du to my long standing r,e!attanehip llJith these ao11ntn• I anr ln 
toueh "1ith t1:ie pnnatpaZ N1,cara,guan ~ie group and at.eo 1aar,., 
oon1:acts with the Nationatlet Paz,ty in Hondums and o'Ues 'top 
Z.w«ti f~tmila of tiu, Guatemalan Go1Jel'11111ant • .. 
If tho:re !e anything I can .do to be of aaaf-stan(Je~ ptsas• fHJ. 
~•• ~ aalt f.ll?on ms. 

PGffllit ms: to use tJMs ooaasion to expl'eeo my utmost admtoatum 
fol' the wy in which you hav, aondwted yOUP PN•idtmoy and tM 
effona yOit are maktng to keep ati of YOU%' ocunpaign p1.edgos. It 
is gHat to have you as oza, PveGident. 

) 
Sinoe:rt, Z.y, 

BP8:a1, Baro Zd P. Bum 

r~1 

', \~ 
•.' 



1 

MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Human Rights 

NORMAN A. BAILEY '7/!? 
Talking Points for Your Use at the Latin 
American Ambassadors• Luncheon at the 
G,!latemalan Embassy November 12, 1981 

-- The United States supports the concept and 
practice of human rights in Latin America as everywhere 
in the world. It is the belief of this Administration 
that the encouragement of the respect for human rights 
can be more effective if done quietly on a bilateral 
basis rather than if done publicly through the mass media. 

Central America 

-- The present situation in Central America is a 
major preoccupation of th~ present Administration. The 
financial problems of Costa Rica, the growth of totalitarian­
ism in Nicaragua, and increased guerrilla activities in 
El Salvador and Guatemala obviously indicate major foreign 
participation in the internal affairs of the Central American 
Republics. The United States will do what it can to improve 
the economic situation in the area and to counteract foreign 
interference as well as intra-regional interference in the 
internal affairs of these countries. 

Caribbean Basin Initiative 

The Administration is currently putting final 
touches on an integrated package of trade, aid and investment 
initiatives which we believe will in the long run improve 
the internal economic and social and therefore ultimately 
political situation in the countries of the Caribbean Basin. 
Announcement of the package is expected before the end of 
the year. 

Cuba 

-- The United States has proof of extensive Cuban 
interference in various countries in the Caribbean and 
Central America, not to mention Cuban intervention in 

.. 
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several countries in Africa and the Middle East. 
This Administration intends to do what is necessary 
to put an end to this intervention. Should the Cuban 
government change its foreign policy orientation, we 
have no objection in principle to an improvement in 
relations. 

Belize 

-- We hope that the dispute between Belize and 
Great Britain on the one hand and Guatemala on the other 
hand can be rapidly and peacefully resolved by the various 
parties. 

Nuclear Cooperation 

-- This Administration believes that nuclear power 
has an important role to play in increasing the energy 
resources of the countries of Latin America. We intend 
to collaborate with those countries in the development 
of this energy resource. It is our understanding that the 
visit of the President of Venezuela, one of the countries 
with which we have the most cordial relations in Latin 
America, will lead to even greater collaboration and 
cooperation in the development of joint energy policies 
as well as in the implementation of the Caribbean Basin 
Initiative. 

Beagle Channel Dispute 

-- It is our hope that Chile and Argentina, with the 
assistance of the Pope, will be able to resolve its dispute 
in a peaceful fashion and resume the economic and political 
cooperation which is so natural to those two great countries. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

November 10, 1981 

MEMO FOR JANET COLSON 

FROM: NORMAN A. BAILEY~ 

SUBJECT: Talking Points 
for RVA 

Attached are the talking 
points you requested for 
Dick Allen's luncheon with 
the Latin American Ambassadors 
on November 12. 

Attachment 

' " 
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./-- L. Paul Bremer, III 

Executive Secretary 
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SUGGESTED REPLY 

I am writing in reply to your lette r to President Reagan 

of December 8 concerning the impact of the Caribbean Basin 

Initiative on the US Virgin I slands and Puerto Rico. 

As the Administration emphasized in recent testimony 

bef ore the House Subcommittee on Insular Affairs, we recognize 

and very mu ch appreciate that Puer t o Rico and the Virgin 

I s lands should play an important, positive rol e in the 

impl ementa tion of the Caribbean Basin I nitiat ive . As a 

corollar y, the Initi a tive should be s tructured to advance 

furthe r the impressive economi c gai ns a chieved by the US 

Caribbean territories. 

From the very outse t of our th i nking on t he I nitiative 

we"'- have consul ted wi th th·e Governments of t he Virgin Islands 

and Puerto Rico . We have sought to as sure t hat the I ni tiative 

does no t cause a net negative impact on their economies, 

and to include both governments in the consultat ive pr ocess 

with Caribbean Basin nations . In t he latter connection, 

representat i ves from the Governments of the Virgi n Isl ands 

and Puerto Rico wer e included in the US delegation at the 

October 8 meeting in Santo Domingo whe r e we and representatives 



from Venezuela and Canada discussed with Car ibbean nations 

key el ements the Initiative should address. 

We want the Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico to play 

an active role in the Initiative. Owing to their cul tu ral 

links, geographic location and technical experti se we believe 

the US Caribbean territories have many valuable l essons 

on development they can share with their neighbor s for 

mutual benef it . 

I welcome your support of the Caribbean Basin Initiative, 

and your readiness to work with the Administration to bu ild 

a successful Caribbean policy. 

Sincerely yours, 

Richard Williamson 

Assistant to the President 

for Inter-Gover nmental Affairs 
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SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HO U SE 

WAS HI NGT O N 

January 18, 1982 

RICHARD s. WILLIAMSON 

WILLIAM P. CLARK°'1L 
r-

Impact of Caribbean Basin 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. 

Initiative on 
Virgin Islands 

#0109 

(},: ;;4 ~:z­
CMIJ I -J_ C/ . 

State has forwarded the attached draft reply (Tab A) to a 
letter the President received from a number of Congressmen 
on the impact of the Caribbean Basin Initiativ e on Puerto 
Ri co and the U.S. Virgin Islands (Tab B). 

As head of the White House Task Force on Puerto Rico, you 
may wish to revise the draft before it goes to the President 
for signature. 

Attachments 

Tab A 
Tab B 

Suggested draft reply to Congressmen 
Letter to the President from Congressmen 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

January 15, 1982 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK ~ 

FROM: HENRY R. NA~ 

SUBJECT: Impact of Caribbean Basin Initiative on 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands 

State has sent a suggested reply (Tab A) to a letter the 
President received from Congressmen on the impact of the 
Caribbean Basin Initiative on Puerto Rico and the Virg in 
Islands (Tab B). It should go forward to Rich Williamson 
who heads the White House Task Force on Puerto Rico . 

. ef 
Roger Fontaine concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION: That you sign the memo at Tab I to Williamson. 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE 

Attachments 

Tab I Memo to Williamson 
A Suggested draft reply to the Congressmen 
B Letter to the President from Congressmen 



J nuarf 12. 1982 

Thi ta to tltan .; yQ.u for : .our . pee.omber- (t l _ tter to l)residtmt 
Reagan, cosig_pcd by ·:tJ. ·or- you:t collcagu.es, outlining . our . 
eonce:rn a:nd s.pcci!i~ e~1gg.;,,tion • ~itb ~• . p. et ·tO. t .'he 
Caribbe n P ;h Init· _.tJ.:vo ind 10 politJ.ca'l and -.conomic 
future well ... t .. d.ng o:f th.e United Statas t:err itor ie.A :t.n tho 
car.ibbo n~ • 

The Pll!esiqerj'.t a;J?t~;ai .. ,t s _th • v::ke\ta which' yot, ,h' ve axpr os-sc4 
reg r:Ring t i. .. · tmJ?i>ttti:t,nt is.sif', and you m y be ess~rod t hat -
ym1r ·.:ttatoment;· • ill i,' cc.ivq. th<>r ough s.tudy by, ·the ~ppropr iat ~ . 
office1' here ~· • .lf'J look f0~>1-rd· 'to wo2rki~ wit?) yo,u and ,our 
co1l l agt es t.o : ui 1. • i st.tcoeG~rfu'l car ihb:ri'an pol 1ey . 

K rin th t4. Ou ,cret in 
As .' sta:nt to tho Pr;eo·itl n 

Th , Honorable- ,,err ·-5. fC, Odal l 
Bous,.. of Fcp:r . on:tativcs 
Washington, D .. C . iH.)5 l !S 

KMD./CMP / ias V 

cc : w/copy of i nc , NSG Hecre ti;lriat - f o:r DIRECT r esponse (with 
copy to Ken E).uberstei.n) 

WH RECORDS MANAGBMEMT WILL RET~IN ORI GI-NA.L I NCOMI NG 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 8136537 

Washington , D .C. 20520 

January 8, 1982 82 , ,l'\ 'I 8 Pl! · 00 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Letter from Members of Congress on the Impact 
of the Caribbean Basin Initiative on the 
Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico 

We recommend that Richard Williamson, Assistant 
to the President for Inter-Governmental Affairs, reply 
to the attached letter. A suggested draft has been 
included. 

Attachments: 

1. Draft Reply 
2. Letter to President Reagan. 



SUGGESTED REPLY 

I am writing in reply to your letter to President Reagan 

of December 8 concerning the impact of the Caribbean Basin 

Initiative on the US Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico. 

As the Administration emphasized in recent testimony 

before the House Subcommittee on Insular Affairs, we recognize 

and very much appreciate that Puerto Rico and the Virgin 

Islands should play an important, positive role in the 

implementation of the Caribbean Basin Initiative. As a 

corollary, the Initiative should be structured to advance 

further the impressive economic gains achieved by the US 

Caribbean territories. 

From the very outset of our thinking on the Initiative 

we have consulted with the Governments of the Virgin Islands 

and Puerto Rico. We have sought to assure that the Initiative 

does not cause a net negative impact on their economies, 

and to include both governments in the consultative process 

with Caribbean Basin nations. In the latter connection, 

representatives from the Governments of the Virgin Islands 

and Puerto Rico were included in the US delegation at the 

October 8 meeting in Santo Domingo where we and representatives 



from Venezuela and Canada discussed with Caribbean nations 

key elements the Initiative should address. 

We want the Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico to play 

an active role in the Initiative. Owing to their cultural 

links, geographic location and technical expertise we believe 

the US Caribbean territories have many valuable lessons 

on development they can share with their neighbors for 

mutual benefit. 

I welcome your support of the Caribbean Basin Initiative, 

and your readiness to work with the Administration to build 

a successful Caribbean policy. 

Sincerely yours, 

Richard Williamson 

Assistant to the President 

for Inter-Governmental Affairs 
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December 8, 1981 

Honorable Ronald W. Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 

U .S . FEDERAL BUILDING-Box 808 
ST, THOMAS, V IRGIN I SLANDS 00801 

(809) 774-4408 

P .O . Box 7140 
SUNNY ISLE SHOPPING CENTER 

ST. CROIX, VIRGIN ISLANDS 00820 
(809) 773-5900 

0524 4° . .... 

We are writing to bring to your attention our concerns for the 
political and economic future well-being of the United States ter­
ritories in the Caribbean-the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico­
which will be directly impacted by the Caribbean Basin Initiative. 

We would ask that clear recognition be given to two basic 
principles in the development of the Caribbean Basin Initiative. 
First, that the territory of the U.S. Virgin Islands should play 
an active role in the policy development, and secondly, that new 
Caribbean policy be consistent with territorial policy. 

Over the past twenty-five years, the Congress of the United 
States has carefully developed a territorial policy based mainly 
on trade and tax incentives in order to secure economic and poli­
tical stability and to enable the U.S. Virgin Islands to achieve 
an increasing degree of self-reliance. The delicate balance in­
herent in that policy has been eroded over the past several years 
by the extension of escalating trade and tariff concessions to 
emerging nations with no concommitant re-evaluation of the conces­
sions previously singular to the U.S. Virgin Islands. The effect 
in this erosion of territorial policy can be clearly seen in the 
critical condition of the territory's infrastructure, public 
services and investment climate. 

The extension of unilateral advantages to the island countries 
in the Caribbean or the unwitting sharing of advantages currently 
enjoyed only by the Virgin Islands can lead to the decimation 
of the Virgin Islands' economic and social position in the region. 
The destructive effect of such a policy will be not only limited 
to the Territory, but it may well be Caribbean-wide, for the 
Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico remain the American flag-ships of the 
entire region. 



Honorable Ronald W. Reagan 
President of the United States 
December 8, 1981 
Page Two 

Mr. President, we believe the counter productive results of 
such a policy will be avoided by faithful adherence to the principle 
of full consultation with territorial government officials and Con­
gressional r e presentatives as the Caribbean Basin Initiative is 
being developed. Second, continued economic growth and prosperity 
in the Virgin Islands can only be achieved by commitments to the 
principle that the overall competitive position of the Virgin Islands 
will be preserved as a fundamental part of any Caribbean Initiative 
which your Administration might submit to the Congress. 

We are ready to work with you and your Administration to build 
a successful Caribbean policy which does not threaten U.S. interests 
in our off-shore areas, and indeed strengthens them. 

Respe ctfully yours, 

Affairs 

i can Affair 

2 

Economi c 

& Na t iona l 



Honorable Ronald 
President of the 
December 8, 1981 

v C 
C 

W. Reagan 
United States 

~ --------------

~- -~=-5 

' 

------------ ti~ 

o Borja Won Pat, Chairman 
Subcommittee on Insular Affairs 
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Honorable Ronald W. Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 
J. 

8J36537 
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ACTION 
is assigned to 

.1 All'.+ I 
~ 

We are writing to bring to your attention our concerns for the 
political and economic future well-being of the United States ter­
ritories in the Caribbean-the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico­
which will be directly impacted by the Caribbean Basin Initiative. 

We would ask that clear recognition be given to two basic 
principles in the development of the Caribbean Basin Initiative . 
First, that the territory of the U.S. Virgin Islands should play 
an active role in the policy development, and secondly, that new 
Caribbean policy be consistent with territorial policy. 

Over the past twenty-five years, the Congress of the United 
States has carefully developed a territorial policy based mainly 
on trade and tax incentives in order to secure economic and poli­
tical stability and to enable the U.S. Virgin Islands to achieve 
an increasing degree of self-reliance. The delicate balance in­
herent in that policy has been eroded over the past several years 
by the extension of escalating trade and tariff conce~$ion~ to 
emE!r13ing nations with no conconuni ta.nt re-evalua-s-01-1 of ·'. the ~ onces­
sions previously singular to the U.S. Virgin Isgtnds. ; The ~ ffect 
in this erosion of territorial policy can be cl~ rly seen ip: the 
critical condition of the territory's infrastru~re, ~ ublie ~~ 
services and investment climate. 1► §3 ~~ • 

~ n C· c ,~ 
;> ~ .,, __ 

The extension of unilateral advantages to the isl.and ~9~ntries 
in the Caribbean or the unwitting sharing of ad~:r.tages cu;i-ently 
enjoyed only by the Virgin Islands can lead to the de9-mat~n 
of the Virgin Islands' economic and social position in the region. 
The destructive effect of such a policy will be not only limited 
to the Territory, but it may well b e Caribbean-wide, for the 
Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico remain the American flag-ships of the 
entire region. 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

February 3, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

MICHAEL WHEELER ~uJ 
John Hill's Letter to the President 
on Central America 

Attached is a State Department reply to John Hill's letter 
of concern to the President about the situation in Central 
America. 

We concur with the wording of the response. 

684 
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United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Hill: 

President Reagan has asked me to thank you for your 
letter concerning U.S. policy toward Central America. 

We appreciate and share your deep concern about the 
communist influence in Central America, and were pleased to 
have the opportunity to review your comments. We hope you 
will be interested in the enclosed material. which includes 
copies of recent statements by Secretary Haig and Assistant 
Secretary for Inter-American Affairs Thomas 0. Enders. 

With best wishes. 

Enclosures. 

Mr .. John Hill, 
Post Office Box 28 , 

Sincerely, 

Js/ 
R. G. H. Seitz 

Acting Assistant Secretary 
for Public Affairs 

lindside, West Virginia. 
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President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear President Reagan: 

8201155 
P .o. Box 28 
Lindside, w.va.24951 
December 4·;· 1981 

0527-82 

~ 
Enclosed is my announcement as a Republican candidate 

for the" U .s. Senate fr-om West Virginia·. 
The situation in Central America is eri tical. Th0:c Soviet 

and Cuban led c·ommunists are rusning -to- es-tablish an enormous 
military force in Nicaragua.: Their immediate goals are the 
conquest of Central America and Venezuela and:i Mexico in 
particular •• 

As a former resident of Mexic-o, a former teacher and Mexican 
tour guide, I know Mexico and Central America better than most. 
Our American armies will find it .nearly impossible to pursue 
a military effort once the comnrunists spread their invasion int:o 
the ·· rugged mountain chains of Mexico and the jungles of Central 
America. 

This Cuban problem has got to be permenantly resolved. 
From the past record of Castro!s agression in various countries::, 
I see· only:r one., solution; An, invasion of Cuba with a simnl taneous 
invasion of Nicaragua. There should be no warningr. 

The~Central and Latin American countries -should create a 

/

mutual defense treaty and1 create a jointf· military c:ommandi 1io 
give rapid response ~o aggression~ 

Time is of the e=ssence ·.1 Every day sees .. the·0 Soviet-Cuban 
invasion progress. While"' Washington ponders, ther: marxists are"' 
rushing military conquest i?t' our-~ hemisphere. It is beyond the 
talking stage. It is oun~security that is imperiled and we are 
not the· invaders~ 

When the e·nemy is breaking down· your back doo:r:,j" 1there is onlyr 
time - for a forceful response, not idle talk or debate:, 

Should the Soviets be allowed to enlarge their revolutions 
in Central America and Mexico, our National Security will. be 
destroyed. Not only will America be flanked by the enemy, not 
only will America lose access to Mexican and Venezuelan oil and 
gas supplies; bu~ the United States will be nearly helpless ~o 
sitop, the pi7a.nned Sov,iet takeover of Saudi-Arabia·~ 'fhjjs Cuban1 
probl'em1 puts our security and our enttire" foreign paiic:w in 
the gravest jeopardy. If we continue to follow their format, the 
Soviets will see America consume her military resources and spirit 
in a feeble , too late, and-- probably futdle effort., The terrain in 
Latin America is ideal for their welt-developed form of so-called 
"national revolutions." 

This is not far~a-way Vietnam, but ~ ~continent. I have 
little confidence in many of our members of the Congress and 
Senate.· This is the gravest situation.• It is no time for cowardice. 
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Release dates Dec. 10, 1981 
NEWS RELEASE 

John .Hill,· Republican Candidate for U .s. Senate for West Virginia 

America has reached a major turning point in history: If our 
freedoms are to survive, if Constitutional Democracy is to continue 
as our form of government, we must cease being apathetic spectators 
and become involved citizens. Never before has our &eciety been under 
such a sustained attack both from without and within. Every day sees 
our nation humiliated and battered by anti-social behaviour, attitudes, 
and criticism. Drugs, pornography, divorce, abortion-on-demand, 
homosexuality, and other anti-family and anti-religious attitudes are 
being promoted by humanists and socialists: No culture: no nation, 
can withstand a continual attack by such radical I If rsis1n 
philosophy.- Unless this decadent, humanistic trend is reversed,- our 
nation will collapse. Our democracy will have perished~ The new form 
of government will be Socialist with State control of our children 
and State ownership of industry •. This dictator government will align 
with Russian communism. 

Many of our leaders remain silent or confused in the face of this 
growing wave of pagan and anti-american ideology.: This De-Civilization 
of America is a subtle instrument· of Soviet Marxism. When money; greed, 
and self-interest become of paramount importance·,: weak-natured individual~ 
and opportunist politicians are the first to promote and even defend 
those who seek to destroy our nation. Humanists ( those who believe in 
a State Controlled, Godless, socialistic system) thrive in the insulated 
academic and intellectual fields, in particular, they dominate the 
major television networks and large newspaperst 

Never before has the need been so great for each of you, for every 
true American, to stand up and defend our values, our faith, and our 
families ~ In every organization from the local school boards and PTO 
to the chambers of the State and National Legislatures,· we Americans 
must represent and defend the values implicit in our Constitutiun. We 
must actively safeguard the values of religion, family, and :f're~ 
enterprise which are the foundation · of our Democracy. 

The opportunist politicians must be removed by the vote and 
dedicatedi God-fearing Americans elected to run the ship of State. Every 
marijuana cigarette in the lips of a youngster, each time the scapel 
knifes the life from God's creation - the unborn child, when our child 
is seduced by perverts who teaoh homosexuality as an alternative 
lifestyle, when the humanists spit on our heritage ,and Faith and preach 
State Control of our children, this is war more deadly than any with 
arms.-

We will' not allow the anti-americans to continue to create their 
humanist and communist revolution on our shores. They wilr not hide 
behind the protection of our Constitution while they steadily work to 
destroy that very Constitution.· The liberal lawyers and politicians 
are not to shield the enemy by court decre~ and legislative deception. 

At the 1981 session of the West Virginia State Legislature, our 
Christian American Movement with the support of many dedicated Ministers 
and several thousand West Virginia residents, introduced House Bill 972. 
This bi11· was the first to give the County Commissions the authority 
and an Ordinance to restrict the sale, purchase, display, and distribution 
of po~nographic materialt The bill' made it to the House Floor where it 



"passed by a vote of 87-13. The bill was blocked in the Senate with 
strong opposition from Senator Pat McCune. In January 1982, the bill 
will again be presented with support from many areas of the State. 

Our children are not to be exploited and our families victimized by 
a small number of depraved smut dealers. The merchants of corruption are 
not to be permitted to destroy our faith and family environment. They 
shall not hide behind our First Amendment of the Constitution while they 
spread their filfth and rot our society. Never did the :framers of the 
Constitution intend to protect anti-social and criminal behaviour. The 
argument of the porn dealers is specious and a play on words. If our 
politicians and judges do not understand the intent of the Constitution; 
we will elect officials who will protect ou~ society. 

Other important bills will also be presented. There will be a bill to 
get prayer( vocal ) back into the schools, a bill against funding of 
abortions, and a bill to protect the Creationist Theory. We will be 
supporting these and ask every concerned West Virginian to write their 
Legislator to support these bills. Especially important is your attendanc e 
at the rally and the hearings at the Legislature. 

Externally, America is imperiled as never before. The Soviets by 
Revolution and invasion have conquered a score of nations in the last 
few years. Millions of men, women, and children have suffered terrible . 
deaths from mass murder,- drowning, and the deadly gas called Yellow Rain. 
Presently, the Soviets using Cuban and foreign communists have begun 
their invasion of our own Hemisphere. Nicaragua is now a communist base 
where the Cubans and Russians are building four military centers with 
expanded harbours and airfields. Soon Soviet Mig Fighter planes and 
Tanks will be on shore in Nicaragua. Already there are twenty thousand 
soldiers in Nicaragua and Castro plans to have a hundred thousand there 
shortly~ No Latin American country will be able to stand against this 
mighty Soviet-supplied and led invasion. Only a rapid and large-scale 
military response can stop this brazen and brutal Soviet-Cuban invas i on 
of Central America: Or do our politicians prefer the illusion of 
temporary peace to the unpleasant reality of cruel facts which demand 
action? Will they wait until Soviet tanks and Migs patrol the Texas 
border and the· Cactus Curtain is in place? 

Senator Robert Byrd assisted President Carter with the" Giv~ ay" 
of the Panama Canal to the Communist Dictator ,Torrijos, of Panama. 
Senator Byrd supported the SALT II Treaty which gave the advantages to 
the Soviets. Senator Byrd supported Carter's encouragement to the 
Cuban and Soviet-led Sandinista Communists who conquered Nicaragua. He 
assisted with giving 75 milrion dollars via Congress to the new Marxist 
victors in Nicaragua. With the rich oil and gas fields of Venezuela 
and Mexico as their target, the Soviets are planning a Revolution that 
will soon engulf Central America. As a result of weak politicians, the 
United States will soon see Mexico in revolution. The Soviets will 
militarily outflank our Southern Border and our National Security will 
be destroyed. 

As a Republican Candidate of West Virginia for the U·.s. Senate, I 
am concerned with stopping the internal and external Surrender of the 
United States. We will never surrender. It is time for us all to get 
directly involved with saving America. John Hill is a former teacher, 
Civic leader, and is involved in construction. He is Secretary of the 
Christian American Movement C ), P; ~ x 28, Lindside, w,va, 24951 
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