Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This 1s a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

WHORM Subject File Code: CO001-09
(Countries: South America — Central and Latin America)
Case File Number(s): 067400-074999
Box Number: 23

To see more digitized collections visit:
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit:
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-
support/citation-guide

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/

Last Updated: 06/23/2026


https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/













DRANT (N EL SALVADOR

Dear Reverend Carhartt:

I appreciate your concern about the situation in Central
America. I too am deeply moved by the tragic circumstances
in which many less fortunate than our countrymen find them-
selves. Although I understand the conclusions you reach, I
do not agree with them. Far from destroying the future
freedoms of the peoples of El Salvador and Guatemala, our
policy is to make possible such free@pms -~ and to ensure
the continued freedom of our own pebple. N
 Thank you for sharing with me your thoughts.

Sincerely,

Reverend ¥. Andrew Carhartt
3700 Baseline .
Boulder, Colorado 80303




President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I sincerely oppose our administration's policy to do "whatever is necessary"
to prevent a "leftist victory"” in El Salvador. I believe this policy is

not only in violation of our nattomrtsbest interests, but is also destruc-
tive of the basic human rights of the people of that tiny nation.

Furthermore, I believe that our USA involvement in Guatemala is in opposition
to efforts by the Guatemalans to build a new socialist community in that
country. It appears to me that what those people wish is quite different
from the models of communism found in the USSR and China, and could, if
allowed to form, provide alternatives and even corrective balances to the
USSR and Chinese governments.

My feelings and convictions are informed by persons who have devoted their
lives to working in E1l Salvador and Guatemala, who speak their language,

and have provided valuable gifts of understanding to our St. Andrew congre-
gation and to the larger community of faith in Boulder and our national
faith communities. I share their belief that our USA policy is destroying
possibilities for the future freedom of the peoples of El Salvador and
Guatemala, and is betraying our own history of American people by supporting
dictatorial and oppressive governments, and is feeding into another tragic
involvement of our nation in a Vietnam-like quagmire.

It has been stated that what we have learned or not learned from Vietnam
may well determine the future of human survival on this planet. I agree,
and therefore strongly oppose the administration's proposals to provide
additional military aid to E1 Salvador.

Sincerelyv,

. Aanurew caritarcu
Pastor
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National Security Council
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A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translat.on is attached.
__x__ An information copy of a direct reply is attached.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

April 22, 1982

Ms. Asia A. Bennett

Executive Secretary

American Friends Service Committee
1501 Cherry Street

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19102

Dear Ms. Bennett:

I have been asked to reply to your letter of March 22 to
President Reagan which expressed concern over U.S. policy in
Central America.

The aim of this Administration's Policy in the region is
not to sow ''deep discord and distrust.'" Rather we seek a
region at peace with itself, where each country can pursue its
interests in accordance with the wishes of its people, free
from outside threats, able to devote its energy to economic
progress and the development of democratic institutions. Our
policy is designed to achieve those objectives by assisting
those countries in strengthening their political and economic
institutions, thereby working toward the development of a
community of strong and stable democratic nations able to
resist foreign supported efforts at radicalization and
destabilization.

The Caribbean Basin Initiative, centerpiece of our
regional policy, represents a long-term economic commitment
which integrates trade, aid and investment incentives to assist
the countries of the area to earn their own way toward self-
sustaining growth. We believe that the CBI addresses those
deeply rooted socio-economic problems which make the Caribbean
Basin such fertile ground for exploitation by externally
supported revolution.

We seek to reduce the violence and instability in El
Salvador to ease the transition to an elected government. This
is also the goal of the Salvadoran people. Having already
initiated far-reaching reforms in land tenure, the banking
system and export trade, the government has begun a free
electoral process.

The first step in this free electoral process was the
March 28 Constituent Assembly election. The response of the
Salvadoran people on election day was a dramatic refutation of
those skeptics who claimed that free and fair elections could
not be held under conditions of civil strife. Ordinary
Salvadoran men and women in unprecedented numbers (over 907 of



eligible voting population) courageously braved threats of
reprisal by the guerrillas and at times voted within earshot of
gunfire. The Salvadoran people's personal commitment to
democracy and their demonstrated desire to end the violence
wracking their country are an unanswerable repudiation of the
advocates of force and violence.

It is true that elections in themselves will not end the
violence. They are, however, an important step toward national
reconciliation. The new government which emerges will have a
base of popular support considerably broader than that of the
present junta. Moreover, the elections may well improve the
climate for discussions on bringing the extreme left back into
the political mainstream. The terms of any such discussions
will have to be decided upon by the Salvadorans themselves. We
stand ready to offer any assistance we can to further this
peaceful political evolution.

Neither have we closed the door on a dialogue with
Nicaragua or Cuba. On March 15 Secretary Halg publicly stated
our willingness to continue talks with Cuba. On April 9 the
Department of State outlined the eight elements of a new
proposal on U.S.-Nicaraguan relations. The proposal's main
condition calls for Nicaragua to end its support for insurgent
movements in neighboring countries. In return, the U.S. would
commit itself to friendly relations with Nicaragua and renew
direct economic assistance. We are currently evaluating the
Nicaraguan response to our proposals and we anticipate further
discussions with the GRN in the near future.

If I can provide any further information on this subject,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sinc 1

vCraig
Director,
American

Stone
ice of Central
Panamanian Affairs
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TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE
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DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: 067508
MEDIA: LETTER, DATED MARCH 22, 1982
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: MR, ASIA A. BENNETT
AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE
1501 CHERRY STREET
PHILADELPHIA PA 19102

SUBJECT: EXPRESSES THEIR CONCERN REGARDING THE
SITUATION IN CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE
CARIBBEAN

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL —— IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 62, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE



Americon Friends Service Committee

1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19102 « Phone (215) 241-7000

Stephen G. Cary ‘(
Chairperson ( N
Asia A. Bennett | ) -
Executive Secretary ! . S Mar Ch 22 s 1 9 8 2 O 8 ? [; O 8
Colin W. Bell i )

Executive Secretary Emeritius

The President ;-

| SIS .
The White House Cel )202
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Qur concern for the lives and welfare of the peoples of Central
America and the Caribbean--and of U.S. government officials and citizens
in the area--requires us to address vou most urgently. Your Administra-
tion gives the appearance of being committed to tragically mistaken
actions in the region, actions which in our view portend even greater
suffering, ruin and death.

Reports of covert action plans in Central America, insufficient evi~
dence of cerious Administration attention to efforts to promote negotia-
tions, confusing attempts to prove a Soviet-Cuban-Nicaraguan conspiracy
in the region: all are sowing deep discord and distrust in the region
end among the people of the United States.

The Caribbean Basin Initiative, appearing at this time of increased
tension, has been criticized as an attempt to divert attention from
suspicion of United States attempts to destabilize or overthrow govern-
ments in the region. Your stated respect for the independence of nations
would be welcomed.

We urge you to:

1. Halt any United States complicity in terrorist actions
and covert operations against the Nicaraguan government,
or any government in Central America or the Caribtean.

2. Renounce a military solution in El Salvador, placing the
United States' power and prestige firmly behind & process
of negotiated political settlement including all parties
to the conflict.

3. Inter intc dialogue with Cuba, without pre-conditions on
either side, to initiate a process leading to normal diplo-
matic and commercial relations.

4, Work with the Congress and the people of the United States
to establish 2z new consensus con U.S. policy in the region,
a2 policy that would be based on principles c¢f self-determi-
naticen, nen-intervention, and mutual respect.

An Affirmative Action Employer



« The President

March 22, 1982
Page Two

5. Work with all goverunments in Latin America to make
the Caribbean Basin a zone of peace, free of nuclear
weapons or military forces that threaten any other
country.

We believe that sowing doubt and confusion, making a display of
military might, azllowing covert action, and applying selective economic
and military aid all conflict with stated United States aims of peace,
stability and prosperity and of renewed respect of allies and enemies
world-wide. We fear the further erosion of respect for the United
States. For the U.S. to appear to minimize the use of diplomacy is to
call dinto question the stated U.S. desire for peace and freedom in the
world.

Mr. President, we urge you to lead the parties in conflict in Central
America to a negotiated, peaceful solution of their differences. You take
pride in your ability to undertake bold action. Let your actions now be
bold initiatives for peace, justice and progress, not the unleashing of
destructive forces. ‘

Sincerely,

G%“_ G\d«w\ gm«u:'r—'

Asia A. Bennett
AAB:1las

cc: William Clark
Senator Howard H. Baker, Jr.
Senator Charles H. Percy
Senator Mark O. Hatfield
Senator Robert C. Byrd
Representative Thomas P. 0'Neill, Jr.
Representative Clement J. Zablocki
Representative Michael D. Barnes
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PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING

KENNETH M. DUBERSTEINK,, Q

— - - - - P

To mark formal transmittal of the Administra-
tion's Caribbean Basin Initiative to the Congress,
and to recognize the key Administration officials,
Senators, and Congressmen who are involved in this
effort.

On February 24, in a speech to the Organization
of American States, the President outlined

a bold and extensive proposal for assisting
nations of the Caribbean Basin through enhanced
trade, investment, and economic assistance.
Prior to the President's speech, extensive
briefing were held for the Congressional
bipartisan leadership and other interested
members of the House and Senate here at the
White House.

The legislative proposal has now been drafted,
and is ready to be sent to the Congress.
Briefings are being conducted with the relevant
Committee Chairmen and members of the leader-
ship in the House and Senate. A formal cere-
mony will emphasize the President's personal
involvement and interest in the Caribbean
proposal, identify those members of the Congress
who will play a leading role in consideration of
the legislation, and draw public attention to
this important initiative.

The Congressional participants involved have
met with the President and attended or been
invited to the White House briefings on the
Caribbean Basin Initiative.



DATE: Wednesday, March "7 1982 DURATION: 15 minutes
through Friday, mMarch 19, 1982

LOCATION: The Roosevelt Room or the Rose Garden

PARTICIPANTS: List attached

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: Remarks by the President, followed by signing

of the Presidential message transmitting the
Caribbean Basin proposal to the Congress.

REMARKS REQUIRED: Speech to be provided

MEDIA COVERAGE: Full coverage

RECOMMENDED BY: Kenneth M. Duberstein, Bill Clark, Jim Baker, Dick Darma
OPPOSED BY: No opposition

PROJECT OFFICERS: M.B. Oglesby, Jr.

Pamela J. Turner
John Dressendorfer

Attachment: Participants List



PARTICIPANTS

The President

The Vice President

Donald Regan, Secretary of Treasury

Alexander Haig, Secretary of State

Malcolm Baldridge, Secretary of Commerce

William Brock, United States Trade Representative

Peter McPherson, Administrator, Agency for International Development

Appropriate Congressional Participants (list to be provided)
Staff

Edwin Meese, III
James Baker, III
Michael Deaver
William Clark
Richard Darman

Ken Duberstein
Pamela J. Turner
M.B. Oglesby, Jr.
John Dressendorfer
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Mr. Kenneth A. Duberstein APR 5 '982
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Ken:

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter I received from
William J. Stewart, Assistant Professor of Education at the
University of Cincinnati, who is interested in serving this
administration in Central America. I would appreciate any
consideration you might be able to give Dr. Stewart and your
comments as to his service possibilities.

Thanks for your efforts.

Sincerely,

111 Gradison
Representative in Congress
BG/jb
Enclosure
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Universlity of Cincinnati Colliege of Education

Vocational Education

505 Teachers College (#2)
Cincinnati, Ohio 45221
Phone (513) 475-4671

February 3, 1982

The Honorable Willis D. Gradison, Jr.
First Congressional District

1117 Longworth Building

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Gradison:

I would like to take this opportunity of expressing my support of President
Reagan's program. Recognizably, he may not totally succeed, nevertheless, I am
hopeful. Having always been a Republician, I feel that the present administation,
has taken the first forceful step of any recent administration in attempting
to get our economy back in a positive direction.

Also, I do feel that the country is moving along well in its relationships
with foreign countries. Such a task is not easy. Of special concern to me is
the strong, and I feel correct position that our government is taking towards
El Salvador. This present attitude represents the first administration in a
long time that has really been willing to indicate an interest in Central America.
Because of its close proximity to the United States, Central America needs our
continual attention and support. It's survival and our survival are closely
tied together in many ways.

Over the years, I have traveled extensively, including numerous visits to
Central America. Central America represents an area that I would like to
become more closely associated. In this respect, I would like to avail myself
of representing our government in some manner in this area. I feel that I could
make a worthwhile contribution in a variety of ways. While partial to
Hondurus, I would be happy to serve in any Central American location.

As a preliminary inquiry, I would appreciate it if you would pass this
letter or its information along to any governmental agency that you feel may
be interested. For your information, I have served in the military for twenty
years, part of the time in Central America, and I have been with the University
of Cincinnati for about eighteen years.

My background is in the related fields of human resources, administration,
and in the vocational/technical education area. Frankly, I feel that at the
present time, I have the expertise and sensitivity required for such an undertaking.

Thank you for any consideration that you may be able to give this letter.

Sincerely, “0?0

~
’

;'::/, ol (',/":_f(,/: ./\ o ,}// {/ -/‘ e M
William J. Stewart AR 08

WIS:1ch Associate Professor of Education
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National Security Council
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A draft reply is attached.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. de la Garza:

I am replying to your letter of April 5 to Kenneth
Duberstein in which you forwarded a letter from one of your
constituents, Peter Osmers recommending U.S. military
intervention in Central America.

American troops are not wanted, needed, or appropriate to
the struggle going on in Central America. The challenge we
face in Central America is to steer a middle course for U.S.
policy in the region and to avoid the oscillations between the
extreme of neglect and inaction on one hand and intervention on
the other which have so often marked our policy in the past.

We seek a region at peace with itself, free from outside
threats, able to devote its energy and attention to economic
progress and the development of democratic political
institutions. We must follow a middle course which mounts the
sustained economic, political, and military cooperation with
Central America which our strategic interests and geographic
proximity require.

With cordial regards,

Sincerely,

/.’
7

Powell A. Moore ./ /J"™"
Assistant Secretary for
Congressional Relations

The Honorable
E. (Kika) de la Garza,
House of Representatives.
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(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 62, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON

PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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5 April 1982

Mr Ken Duberstein

Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The White House Office

Washington, D C 20500

RE: Mr Peter Osmeg§
Brownsville, Texas

Dear Mr Duberstein

The attached correspondence from one of my constituents is self-
explanatory.

Any information you can provide in this matter, commensurate with
current Administration programs or policies, would be greatly appreciated.

With thanks and regards, I am

pcC
attachment

Ko N B


















Our neighbors in Central America and the Caribbean face
a deadly crisis. Plummeting export prices and soaring oil costs
are ravaging their economies, driving thousands of their people
to look for work here in the U.S. At the same time, the Cubans,
with Soviet support, have launched an armed and largely secret
campaign to establish new Marxist-Leninist dictatorships by
exploiting their troubles. These grave threats to our neighbors
are direct challenges to our humanity and security. If we cannot
help our neighbors achieve freedom and progress, we could pay
a heavy price.

In Philadelphia last October I mentioned that the United
States had joined with Mexico, Venezuela and Canada to develop
a program to help the nations of the Caribbean Basin. The U.S.
contribution to this initiative will be comprehensive. I will
shortly ask Congress for the following essentials: the authority
to eliminate tariffs on Caribean Basin products; an extension
of our 10% domestic investment tax credit to U.S. investment
in the Basin; and finally, emergency financial assistance to
tide them over until they can earn their own way. However,
we will give this assistance only if other donors also make
meaniningful contributions, and only if the Caribbean Basin
countries commit to strong programs of self help.

At Cancun last fall I said that private enterprise built
America and could do likewise in the developing world. The
measures we have in mind will foster freedom: freedom to compete
economically, freedom to develop without outside interference,
and freedom to choose their own future. A free market approach
is already turning around the situation in Jamaica. The program
I have just outlined will give a similar boost to the entire

Caribbean Basin.









THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 13, 1982

Your Excellency:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your
letter of April 17 to President Reagan.

The President appreciates your taking the
time to voice your support for his recent-
ly announced Caribbean Basin Initiative.
We in the Administration look forward to
working with you in this area of mutual
interest. '

Thank you again for your thoughtful message.

Sincerely,

7

k Burgess

Special Assistant to
the President

The Most Reverend John R. Roach, D.D.
Archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis
President

United States Catholic Conference

1312 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005
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MOST REVEREND JOHN R. ROACH, B.D.

ARCHBISHOP OF SAINT PAUL AND MINNEAPOLIS
President

REVEREND DANIEL F. HOYE April 7, 1982
General Secretary

REVEREND MONSIGNOR THOMAS J. LEONARD
Associate General Secretary

Dear Mr. President:

-
~J
199
Tom
o
~N

Your proposal for a new economic initiative by
the United States addressed to the Caribbean Basin is a
welcome step to focus U.S. attention on the issues of
poverty and human needs in the Caribbean region.

While the Caribbean and Central America in-
volve a complex blend of several elements, I believe
the fundamental long-term questions there are the strug-
gle for social justice and the protection of human rights
for the people of the entire region.

I am hopeful that our country will indeed iden-
tify with their aspirations for justice and show itself
ready to provide creative forms of economic support to
people in need. Otherwise, I fear we shall miss a signi-
ficant opportunity both for our own country and for the
people in these neighboring nations.

I, therefore, support the idea of a serious,
long-term economic effort in the Caribbean and Central
America, and I urge that U.S. efforts in the region be
of a diplomatic and economic nature. If your proposal
serves as a first step to reorient U.S. policy away from
military measures, it will mark a significant turning
point for the image which that policy enjoys in the cri-
tical area of the Caribbean and Central America. I hope
this redirection can be accomplished in a rapid and deci-
sive manner.

Sincerely yours,

j &/LVW\ 7% RO

Most \Reverend John R. Roach, D.D.
Ardhbiishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis
President, NCCB/USCC

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500


























